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BIOGRAPHICAL

JACOB HAISH.

Into eveiy country where civilization has made

its way the evidence of the inventive genius and

manufacturing ability of Jacob Haish is to be

found. It is needless to introduce him as the in-

ventor of the barb wire, for this fact is known in

domestic and foreign trade circles throughout the

world. In manner and in character Mr. Haish i^

quiet, unassuming and somewhat inclined to con-

servatism, yet he has given to his fellowmen an

invention of practical utility, fully meeting with

the requirements which it was intended to meet,

rendering effort less laborious and profits more

certain. Through struggle and adversity he has

made his way and today, crowned with wealth, he

stands in the same relation to his fellowmen a' s

did in his early years when, struggling for a live-

lihood, recognizing and appreciating honest pur-

pose and genuine worth and rating the individual

by his merits and not by his possessions.

There is no citizen of De Kalb who is held in

higher regard and esteem than Jacob Haish, who

has now passed the eightieth milestone on life's

journey, his birth having occurred in Brandische.

near Carlsruhe, Germany, on the 9th of March.

1837. His parents were Christian and Christina

(Layman) Haish, whose family numbered six chil-

dren, but only three are now living, an older

brother of our subject being John H., of Bucyrus,

Ohio, while a younger brother, Adam Haish, is liv-

ing in De Kalb. The father, a native of Baden,

Germany, was reared to farm life, and in 1835

emigrated with his family to the United States,

first settling in Pennsylvania, but after a brief

period he removed to Crawford county, Ohio,

which was then a pioneer district with many evi-

dences of the frontier in its uncultivated lands, its

uncut forests and its uubridged streams. There

the father purchased a farm and continued to

make his home until the latter ''40s, when he came

to Illinois. After spending a short time with his

son Jacolj in Du Page county, he purchased a farm

in De Kalb county, where he resided until late in

life. He then returned to Crawford county, Ohio,

settling in Bucyrus, where he spent his remaining

days among the old associates with whom he had

cast in his lot during the early period of his resi-

dence in America. He died when about eighty

years of age. He was twice married, his first wife

passing away in Pennsylvania soon after the emi-

gration to the new world. His second wife was a

Miss Shoop, whom he wedded in Crawford county,

Ohio, and by whom he had five children, two yet

living: Sarah, who is married and resides in

Kansas; and Albert, who married a Miss Korris

and is living in Missouri.

Jacob Haish was but nine years of age when

brought Ijy his parents to the new world. His

education was largely acquired in the old time log

schoolhouses of Crawford county, Ohio, and he at-

tended school only when his services were not re-

quired at home upon the farm. His father was a

carpenter by trade and under his direction the son

mastered the business, becoming an excellent work-

man, for he possessed natural mechanical in-

genuity and displayed ready aptitude in the use of

tools. He continued upon the home farm until

nineteen years of age, when the opportunities of

the growing west attracted him, and he made his
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way to Illinois, going first to Naperville, Du Page

county. For one season he was employed at farm

labor in that county and the following one was

spent as a hostler in the tavern at Oak Plain, now

Maywood, Illinois.

In the spring of 1847 he returned to Du Page

county and there married Miss Sophia A. Brown,

the daughter of his former employer, Thomas

C. Brown. Theirs has been an ideal married rela-

tion. As the years have passed they have shared

with each other the joys and sorrows, the adversity

and prosperity of life, each making the other's hap-

piness their chief care, their mutual love and con-

fidence increasing as the years have gone by and

growing all the stronger because of the difficulties

wliicli thy encountered together. Today they own

and occupy the most beautiful residence in De

Kalb, surrounded by every comfort and convenience

that wealth can secure and refined taste suggest.

They began their domestic life, however, upon

her father's farm, where Mr. Haish carried on gen-

eral agricultural pursuits for two years. He then.

in 1849, purchased a farm in Pierce township, De

Kalb county, to which he removed. He liad resided

upon that place but two years, however, when his

health became impaired and he went to Kane-

ville, Illinois, where he followed carpentering. Al-

though he had never served a regular apprentice-

ship he was skilled in handling tools and for two

years he did good work in building operations at

that place. In 1853 he came to Buena Vista, now

De Kalb, being among its first settlers. It was

just about this time that the railroad was extended

to this place, the town had been scarcely more than

started and contained but few buildings. Unable

to find a home in which to live, Mr. Haish built a

little car shanty and there he and his wife estab-

lished their home in the new town. Uurmg the

early period of his residence here he followed car-

pentering and did other work that would yield

him an honest living.

^t length, when he had accumulated about one

hundred dollars, Mr. Haish went to Chicago to

secure a carload of lumber, which he shipped to

De Kalb and established a lumberj-ard. The new

enterprise proved a profitable investment and for

fifteen j-ears he was identified with the lumber

husiness and building operations. His trade stead-

ily increased from the beginning and his knowl-

edge of carpentering also enabled him to figure

closely and advantageously, so that as time passed

and his trade assumed extensive proportions he

accumulated considerable wealth. Complaints

came to him from time to time from farmers, who

said that the lumber used in fences was not suffi-

ciently strong to resist the brute force and the

farm animals were liable to break into the fields

and destroy the crops. Bevolving these appeals in

his mind, Mr. Haish conceived the idea of a fence

which would be sufficient to protect the fields. He
first began by weaving osage on the fence so that

the thorns would prick the stock, but this did not

prove practical. It, however, contained the ele-

mental idea which has since found crystalization

in the great principle of the wire industry of the

present day. ilr. Haish next conceived the idea

of making "thorns" of wire, but used only one

wire, but this slipped and proved unsatisfactory.

This was in 18T3, and his first patent on barb

wire is dated January 20, 187'4. He next evolved

the plan of putting two wires together. After con-

siderable thought on the subject he succeeded in

producing three rods of barbed wire fence. For

three months this lay unused and unnoticed

around his shop, except when he would remove it

from a pile of rubbish to ponder over its utility.

He did not, however, think it of practical commer-

cial value and did not pay much attention to it.

One day a farmer, F. AV. Pierce, came into the

shop, and, seeing the wire lying there, inquired
what Mr. Haish would take for it. Fifty cents was

the price asked and given, and the farmer, taking

home his purchase, stopped up a gap in a willow

fence with it. Several years passed and the inci-

dent entirely slipped from the mind of Mr. Haish.

but it was nevertheless destined to play a large

part in the history of the barbed wire industry in

America.

The practical utility of the fence being proven.

Mr. Haish withdrew from the lumber business and

began the manufacture of the product. He con-

tinued his experiments, however, of various plans
for the manufacture of the wire, sometimes aban-

doning and sometimes improving on these.

one time he experimented with a plain wire, on

which were fastened the barbs. These, however,

all pointed one way and he did not wish this, but

could think of no method which would place the

barbs at different angles. It was thought, how-

ever, that wire would look better if it were twisted
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and au attempt to do this was made, when lo, the

barbs were turned in every direction and the diffi-

culty was removed. Improvement after improve-

ment was attempted and after much experimenting

what is Icnown as the S wire was made. Mr. Haish

built his first factory in 1871—an unpretentious

structure, which, however, was enlarged from year

to year. In 1881 he erected a building one hun-

dred by three hundred feet and two stories in

height, where employment was furnished to one

hundred men and thirty tons of steel barb wire

was produced daily. The growth of the business

is indicated by the fact that today three hundred

men are employed. The barbed wire was at first

made by hand and one of the early problems was

how to spool and twist this. In 1877 Mr. Haish

began the use of automatic machinery in working

on the wire, being the pioneer in this line of work.

He was also the first man to use a spool, which was

commercially serviceable in the handling of the

wire and was the first man to ship wire west of

the Mississippi river, the wire being shipped to

California wound on a spool, which was then

placed in a Ijarrel.

When Mr. Haish invented his automatic ma-

chine he was urged by his counsel to enter a

caveat to secure his right, Ijut the time ran out

before he applied for a patent, thus throwing

him out of his right to the patent. He then had

it manufactured by a mechanic, who patented it

and sold the right to Mr. Haish. In this way he

secured his original machine. Previous to 1873

other applications for patents on the barb had been

made and one as early as 1867, but none had

proved successful. About the same time that Mr.

Haish completed his invention J. F. Glidden, of

De Kalh, also secured a patent on barbed win

which he successfully manufactured for some years

in connection with I. L. Ellwood. Up to 1876

there had been no discord l^etween manufacturers

and all were reaping the just reward of their own

enterprise and progressiveness, but in 1876 Mr.

Glidden's interest was purchased by the Washburn-

Moen Manufacturing Company, of Worcester.

Massachusetts, which made an attempt to monop-
olize the business by proving that other manufac-

turers were infringing on Mr. Glidden's patent.

Mr. Haish, being their most formidable competitor,

received the brunt of the attack. The matter was

taken into court and at the time affairs looked par-

ticularly discouraging to Mr. Haish. The matter

came to final trial in the year of 1881. It was

thought that the trial would bu brought to a close

unless Mr. Haish could produce some conclusive

evidence that the bent barbed wire had been suc-

cessfully produced and made of commercial value

previous to the invention of Mr. Glidden. One day
Mr. Haish was talking with Mr. Pierce, a farmer.

who, in course of the conversation, mentioned

that he thought he was the first purchaser of

barbed wire. Mr. Haish had all these years

forgotten about the three rods of wire that he had

sold to Mr. Pierce, but here was the purchaser

before him who said that the wire was still in use.

He secured a part of it and went into court with

it, where he established the fact that his invention

was as early as that of Mr. Glidden and also that

he was the first to prove its commercial value. A

compromise beneficial to Mr. Haish was therefore

effected.

In the meantime the business had been continu-

ally growing and has now gained a foremost place

in the industrial circles of De Kalb county. His

factory covers forty thousand feet of floor space.

is steam heated, lighted by electricity and cost over

one hundred thousand dollars. In the early '"90s

he began the manufacture of mesh wire fence in

addition to tlie barb wire and his plant today em-

ploys three hundred men. In connection with his

business interests Mr. Hai.sh has indeed been a

factor in the upbuilding of De Kalb. After the

wire industry was placed upon a safe and substan-

tial basis he also extended his efforts into other

fields of activity. In 1884 he founded the Barl)

City Bank, which he continues and of which he is

president. He also manufactures a manure

spreader, farmer's gas engine and a cream sepa-

rator, together with various products connected

with the wire industry or of advantage to the agri-

culturist, including staples, nails, disc harrows,

tubular steel and wood beam hustler lever harrows,

barrel carts, box sleds, etc. He likewise has ex-

tensive landholdings in Dakota, Colorado, Kansas.

Ohio, and city property in Chicago. In the city of

De Kallj he owns more than one hundred houses,

and in De Kalb township a number of fine farms.

No man is more deserving of the success that

has come to him than Jacob Haish and none have

used their wealth more wisely or done more to

promote the welfare of the city. The cause of
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education has found in him and his wife (for Mrs.

Haisli co-operates with him in all benevolent,

charitable and helpful works) warm and earnest

friends. He contributed fourteen thousand dollars

for the State Xormal School, and other educa-

tional institutions have profited by his timely as-

sistance. He erected the opera house in De Kalb,

which is a finely appointed structure of tliat char-

acter. He has erected several schools at his own

expense and has assisted many church organiza-

tions, especially of the Methodist denomination,

of which Mrs. Haish is a member. Their palatial

residence is an adornment to the city and stands

as tangible proof of the enterprise and artistic

skill of Mr. Haish, who drew the plans and even

made the designs for the handsome interior deco-

rating. A man of domestic tastes, he has ever

found the greatest happiness in his own home.

His life has been devoted to his family, his friends

and to young men who start out in life dependent

upon their own efforts, and to the support of those

principles wlrich he believes to be right. His un-

swerving purpose, his unquestioned fidelity, his un-

faltering honesty and his unchanging will have

commanded the highest respect of all. While he is

honored throughout the world for his contribution

to invention, in his home town, where he is best

known, he has that closer regard and friendship

which have come in appreciation of his own genu-

ine worth, aside from his business interests. His

earlier years of earnest struggles, hardships and

difficulties are with him to some extent in mem-

ory, but in the light of the present one would

not wish that his course had been otherwise, for

thereby has been developed a strong and stalwart

manhood, a recognition of the real uses and pur-

poses of life and an understanding of the fact that

to many wealth is but a means to an end and that

the real test of the individual is his intentions and

his efforts to carry out honest purposes.

ABHAM VAX PATTEN.

Abram Yan Patten is a retired farmer living

in De Kalb. He came to Illinois in 1861 with a

cash capital of thirteen dollars in gold, and today

he is the owner of three hundred and twenty

acres of rich and valuable farm land in Malta

township and two hundred and forty-two acres in'

Cortland township, in addition to his residence in

De Kalb. His farming interests annually return

him an excellent income and enable him to live

comfortably without recourse to further labor.

Mr. Yan Patten was born in Glenville, Sche-

nectady county. New York, :\Iay 19, 1839. His

father, Simon B. \nn Patten, also a native of that

county, was born December 5, 1801, while the

mother, Mrs. Susan Yan Patten, was born in

Albany county. New York. August 14. 1806. The

father was a farmer by occupation, thus providing

for the support of his family. He passed away
in 1875, while his wife died in 1880. They were

the parents of seven children, of whom Abram

was the fifth in order of birth. Five of the

number are now deceased, the living daughter be-

ing ilrs. Sarah Bevis, who is a widow and resides

in Schenectady, New York.

In the public schools of his native county Ab-

ram Yan Patten acquired his education. The

favorable reports which he heard concerning the

middle west and its business opportunities at-

tracted him to Illinois, and in 1861 he arrived in

De Kalb county with thirteen dollars in gold in

his pocket. With this as the nucleus of his present

possessions he has added to his real and personal

property as the years have gone by until he is

today one of the large landholders of the county.

As soon as he had acquired sufficient capital he

made investment in a farm and for many years

was a prominent and leading representative of

agricultural interests here. He worked earnestly

and persistently in the care and cultivation of his

fields and as the sale of his crops brought him

increased capital he added more and more largely

to his land until his holdings now embrace five

hundred and sixty-two acres in Malta and Cort-

land townships. He had been a resident of the

county, however, for only a brief period when he

offered his services to the government in de-

fense of the Union, enlisting on the 1st of August,

1862, as a member of Company E, One Hundred

and Fifth Illinois Infantry. He served for aliout

three years, or until June 15, 1865, when, the

war having been brought to a close, he was

honorably discharged. He participated in the

battle of Resaca, Georgia, where the larger part of

Sherman's army was engaged and also in tlie

battles of Burnt Hickory, New Hope Church,
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Kenesaw Mountain, Manhattan, Peach Tree

Creek and Atlanta, and also the memorable march

of the Union forces under Sherman to the sea,

which proved the weakness of the Confederates'

position, showing that the troops had been drawn

from the interior to defend the border. The news

of Lee's surrender was received while the regi-

ment was marching to Ealeigh, on the 11th of

April, 1865. Mr. Van Patten has always main-

tained pleasant relations with his old army com-

rades through his membership in the Grand

Army of the Bepublic, being affiliated with Malta

post, No. 12-1.

After the war was over he returned to his home

and resumed the work of the farm, bringing the

fields under a high state of cultivation and adding

many modern improvements to his land in the

shape of good buildings and the latest improved

machinery. At length he determined to spend his

remaining days in the enjoyment of a well earned

rest, having acquired a competence sufficient to

supply him with all of the comforts of life and

some of its luxuries. He therefore left the farm

and took up his abode in De Kail), wliere he

occupies a pleasant residence that he owns.

Soon after his return from the war ^Ir. Van

Patten won a companion and helpmate for life's

journey, being married on the 18th of October,

186G, at Sycamore, Illinois, to Miss Harriet A.

Conde, who was born in Washtenaw county, Michi-

gan, July 27, 1845, a daughter of Jesse J. and

Philetta (Ketcham) Conde. Her father was born

January 17, 1817, and died April 8, 1896, while

the mother was born August 10, 1820, and passed

away June 24, 1865. In their family were six

children, of whom Mrs. Van Patten was the fourth

in order of birth. By her marriage she has be-

come the mother of five children: Mrs. Susie P.

Quincer, who was liorn January 13, 1869, is the

wife of Martin Quincer, and they have three

children: Van Patten, born October 6, 1892;

Harold Martin, born July 6, 1895; and Elwyn

Philip, bom July 30. 1899. Mrs. Jessie E.

O'Brien, the second daughter of the family, was

born August 14, 1870. Herbert Abram Van Pat-

ten, was born February 22, 1874, and married

Bertha May Veal, who was born December 2,

1875. They have four children : Jessie Pearl,

born May 27, 1895
;
Mina Marie, born November

22, 1896; Vivian Fern, born February 3, 1900;

and Myrtle Kuth, born July 20, 1902. Hattie J.

Van Patten, who was born December 14, 1875,

died June 8, 1877. Carrie May, who was born

February 23, 1884, is the wife of Guy H. House-

wert, and they have two children: Frederick

Abram, born April 20, 1900, and Herbert Kenneth,

born January 9, 1900.

Mr. Van Patten gives his political allegiance to

the repulilican party, of which he has been a

stanch advocate since age conferred upon him

the right of franchise. He was commissioner of

highways in Malta township for seventeen years

and treasurer of the board during all that time

and a member of the school board for twelve years,

and his long retention in office is proof of his

fidelity and capability. His life has been exem-

plary in many respects. Industry and honesty are

numbered among his salient characteristics and

constitute the secret of his success. He has ever

been as true and loyal to his country in the days

of peace as when he followed the old flag on

southern battle-fields. He relates in an enter-

taining manner many iteuis of interest concerning

his experience upon the battle-fields and the fires

of patriotism yet burn brightly within his breast.

Indeed it is hard to find an old soldier who is not

thoroughly loyal, for he knows what it means to

stand by his country and protect the flag. Mr.

Van Patten has made an enviable record both in

military and civil life and is justly accounted one

of the worthy citizens of De Kalb.

G. E. CLAEKE.

G. E. Clarke is one of the leading and pros-

perous farmers of De Kalb county, owning five

hundred and forty acres of land on sections 20

and 29, Mayfield township. He personally oper-

ates one hundred and eighty-five acres on section

29 and he also has land holdings in South Dakota.

His parents, George and Amelia (Munt) Clarke,

came from England to Illinois in 1846, settling m
Du Page county, where they remained for two

years. They then removed to Mayfield township,

De Kalb county, and purchased the farm on which

their son, G. E. Clarke, now resides. The latter

was born upon the homestead May 5, 1858, and

acquired a common-school education. He early
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became familiar with all the duties and labors that

fall to the lot of the agriculturist and when his

education was completed he gave his entire atten-

tion to the work upon the farm where he was

born. Here he has remained continuously since

and is accounted one of the successful agricul-

turists of the community, thoroughly conversant

with the best methods of tilling the soil and caring

for the crops.

G. E. Clarke is the youngest of a family of three

sons and one daughter, his sister being Lucy, wife

of Orlando Drake, a resident farmer of Mayfield

townslii)!. His brothers are Alfred L., an agricul-

turist of JIayfield township: and William E.. who

is also following farming.

G. E. Clarke is a stanch prohibitionist, sup-

porting the party because of his deep interest and

belief in the temperance cause. He was a member

of the ilayfield Methodist Episcopal church until

that organization was disbanded by the Eock

river conference. While not a member of any

church at the present time he contributes to the

Methodist Ejiiscopal church at Clare and with-

holds his co-operation and aid from no movement

calculated to benefit the community along lines of

material, intellectual, political and moral progress,

and he ha^; so lived as to gain the esteem and re-

spect of a large circle of friends.

MOSES DEAN.

Moses Dean, who for many years was engaged in

the banking and real-estate business in Sycamore
and thus became a wealthy man. departed thi.s

life on the 19th of January. 1904. He was born

January 21, 1815, in Sullivan county, New York.

The progenitor of the family in the new world

also bore the name of Moses Dean and was born

in England, whence he came to this country as

a 3'oung man, settling near Hartford, Connecti-

cut. He was a preacher of the gospel and lived

to the advanced age of one hundred and four yeari
His son, Solomon Dean, was born near Hartford

and was one of a corps of trappers and miners in

General Washington's army, being with the army
commander at Newburgh,jc5randywine, Valley Forge

and at YorktowTi when Cornwallis surrendered.

Soon after the close of the struggle with England
which won American independence, he married

Elizabeth Brown, at Newburgh, New York. He
died near that place in 1787, leaving a wife and

three children : Barbara, Polly and Eeiiben. His

widow became the wife of Samuel Johnson, a

soldier of the Revolution, in the year 1788, and

they also had three children : Elizabeth, Sally and

Rachel. Of these Elizabeth became the wife of

Ebenezer Howel, while Sally married Abraham

Bush.

Reuben Dean, born August 25, 1786, died at

Neversink, Sullivan county. New York, December

IG, 1815. He was married there December 27,

1807, to Elizabeth Divine, who was born Septem-

ber 2, 1791, and died February 5, 1868. They
became the parents of fourteen children, all of

whom reached adult age, were married and reared

families with the exception of Mary. The record

of their names and date of birth is as follows:

Julian. March 23, 1809 ; Catherine. February 13,

1811; Lydia, May 14, 1813; :Moses. January 27,

1815; Rachel, December 15, 1817; Johnson, Jan-

uary 2, 1819; Eliza. August 23, 1820; Nancy,

February 23, 1822; George, January 27, 1824;

Mary, December 11, 1825; Harriet, October 3,

1827; David. June 11, 1829; James, December 24,

1831; Divine, December 14, 1834. All are now

deceased witli the exception of Johnson. George

and David.

The maternal grandfather of Moses Dean was

Elezer Divine, who married Lydia Betlebrun.

They were both born and reared at Pleasant Valley

about twelve miles northwest of Newburgh, New

York, were married at that place and removed to

Sullivan county about 1796. In their family were

seven children: Jane, the wife of Comfort Moore;

Elizabeth, the wife of Reuben Dean; Polly, the

wife of Daniel Sheley ; Phoebe, the wife of David

Brooks; David, who married Harriet Low; Sally,

the wife of John Aldrich; and Nancy, who died

at the age of sixteen years.

Moses Dean, whose name introduces this record,

followed the vocation of a farmer in his native

state and also engaged in teaching school and con-

ducting a tavern. He acquired considerable prop-

erty, some of which he rented. He did not come to

the middle west until 1856, at which time he took

up his abode at Charter Grove, De Kalb county.

There he purchased a farm and as the years

passed he added more and more to his landed
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possessions until he became the owner of thirteen

hundred acres, being thus one of the most exten-

sive landowners of the county. He loaned money
to a considerable extent and was regarded as

an excellent financier. After some time, how-

ever, he retired from the farm and removed to

Sycamore, where he formed a partnership with

Daniel Pierce in the banking business. They were

associated for years in the conduct of this enter-

prise and Mr. Dean became known as one of the

active and valuable forces in financial circles in

this part of the state. He devoted his energies

to banking and the real-estate business and in all

that he did he prospered. He displayed a sound

judgment in determining the value of property

and its possible rise or dimunition in price and

as the years passed by he attained a gratifying

measure of wealth. He resided for many years

in Sycamore, his last home being the property

which is now the residence of Mrs. Boynton. He
owned considerable realty, both improved and un-

improved, in Sycamore, and laid out Dean's addi-

tion to the city. He also bought several hundred

acres of land in Story county, Iowa, and to that

state he made annual trips for twenty-seven years.

That property is now owned by his son, Arthur

Dean, who resides there.

It was on the 13th day of June, 1840, that

Mr. Dean was united in marriage to Miss Eachel

Evans, who was born January 2G, 1816, at Falls-

burg, Sullivan county. New York, and who died

April 26, 1884. Their children were as follows.

Delia, who died April 16, 1905, was the wife of

Joshua Siglin, who was supervisor of Genoa town-

ship at the time of his death, January 6, 190G.

Ira, who joined the army in 1863 in the Seven-

teenth Illinois Cavalry, was killed in battle. Ann
B. is the wife of Alexander E. Court, residing in

Sycamore. Mary A., who died Marcli 12, 1897,

was the wife of B. F. Whipple of Cortland town-

ship.

Mr. Dean not only figured promiently in agri-

cultural and banking circles in De Kalb county

but also exerted considerable influence in behalf

of public progress and w&s highly esteemed as a

citizen of genuine worth. He served as mayor
at one time and never withheld his co-operation

from any movement which tended to prove of

pul>lic benefit. He died January 19. 1904, at the

age of eighty-nine years. During a residence of

forty-eight years in De Kalb county he won a

splendid measure of success by reason of his

watchfulness, his close application and his

laudable ambition. Although more than three

years have passed since he was called from this

life he is yet remembered by many citizens here as

a man of sterling worth, whose success was never

gained at the cost of other men's losses and who
realized and fulfilled his obligations in citizen-

ship.

FEED S. MOSHEE.

The liusiness stability and enterprise of Sand-

wich have been greatly promoted through the

efforts of Fred S. Mosher, president of the Castle

bank and also of the Sandwich Manufacturing

Company. He is likewise connected with other

corporate interests and his eiforts have been so dis-

cerningly directed along well defined lines of labor

that he seems to have accomplished at any given

point in his career the possibilities for successful

accomplishment at that point. He was born in

Ballston Spa, 'New York, July 18, 1841. His

father, Silas B. Mosher, also a native of that place,

spent his entire life there, carrying on business as

a contractor and builder. He married Caroline E.

Castle, who was liorn in Albany, New York, and

both died at Ballston Spa. Their children were as

follows : Sarah, the wife of Charles W. Betts, a

capitalist of Alexandria, ^linnesota ; Cynthia C,
the deceased wife of Samuel Gould, of Ballston

Spa, New York
; Elizabeth, the wife of William

Garrett, of the same place; Caroline S., who mar-

ried John W. Allison and lives at Denver, Colo-

rado ; and Mary J., the wife of Samuel J. Gould,

a retired merchant of Ballston Spa.

Fred S. Mosher began his education in the public

schools of his native city and afterward attended

Gilmore's Academy at Ballston Spa. He next

began reading law and was thus engaged until

1861, when the outbreak of the Civil war called

forth his patriotic spirit and he raised a company
of volunteers for service in the Union army. They

joined the One Hundred and Fifteenth New York

Infantry and Mr. Mosher was made first lieuten-

ant of his company. Almost the first engagement
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in which he participated was at Harper's Ferry,

where eleven thousand Union troops were captured,

Mr. Mosher being among the number. He was

soon paroled, however, and was again in the field.

At the siege of Fort Sumter he did valiant ser-

vice and was also in the military action at Olus-

tee, Florida, was present at the mine explosion in

front of Petersburg, in the battle of Cold Harbor,

in the siege and capture of Fort Fisher, in the

engagement at Fort Gilmore, and through the

Potomac campaign. Early in 1864 he was pro-

moted to the rank of captain and was mustered out

at Raleigh, North Carolina, where he was acting as

judge advocate of the second division of the Tenth

Army Corps under General A. Ames, division com-

mander.

When the war was ended Mr. Mosher came to

Sandwich to accept the position of cashier in the

bank of M. B. Castle, of which institution he is

now the president. He was also vice president of

the Sandwich Manufacturing Company for years
and at tlie present writing is its president. This

corporation was capitalized for five hundred thou-

sand dollars and the bank has deposits amounting
to three hundred thousand dollars. A general

banking business is conducted and this is uni-

formly regarded as one of the safe and reliable

moneyed concerns of the county. He is likewi.se

president of the Northern Illinois Phone Company,
which has been his connection for the past three

years.

Moreover, Mr. Mosher has figured prominently
in public life, recognizing the needs and possibili-

ties of the city and laboring for the adoption of

those measures which can prove of the utmost bene-

fit. He was mayor of Sandwich for two years and

gave a public-spirited. Inisiness-like and progres-
sive administration.

Mr. Mosher was married .January 12, 18G9, to

Miss Libbie V. N. Smith, of Litchfield, Michigan,
a daughter of William Smith, a farmer. Mrs.

Mosher w-as born at Hillsdale, Michigan, and

is a graduate of the college at that place. Their

children are as follows: Caroline P. is the

wife of James L. Warner, a merchant of Sand-

wich. Edward Castle, assistant secretary of the

Sandwich Manufacturing Comjjany, was born De-

cember 18, 1872, and on the 3d of January, 1896,

married Jessie M. Adams, a daughter of Henry
A. Adams, superintendent of the Sandwich Manu-

facturing Company. They have one child, Charlea

Adams, who was born May 7, 1906, and they also

lost a son. Nellie Wing Mosher is at home, ilary

Louise Mosher became the wife of W. H. Fair-

child and resides in Anderson, Indiana. Florence

I., the youngest of the family, is a student at

Oberlin (Ohio) College.

Mr. Mosher has never ceased to feel a deep
interest in military affairs and is now commander

of Sandwich post. No. 510, G. A. E.. He is like-

wise connected with the Loyal Legion as a member

of the Illinois commandery. He is classed with

the prominent and representative residents of

Sandwich, being recognized as a man of keen dis-

crimination and sound judgment, while his execu-

tive ability and excellent management have

brought to the concerns with which he is asso-

ciated a large degree of success. The safe, con-

servative policy which he has followed in his

banking interests commends itself to the judgnVent
of all and has secured to the bank a patronage
which has increased the volume of business trans-

acted over its counters, making it a financial con-

cern of considerable magnitude for a city the

size of Sandwich.

RAYMOND ROLFE.

Raymond Rolfe, who for many years has been

one of the most prominent, valued and honored cit-

izens of De Kalb, has been actively connected with

its business interests and with its moral develop-

ment as w-ell. His life is exemplary in every re-

spect and, well known and honored, he is esteemed

for his genuine worth. A native of Ickford, En-

gland, he was born on the 28th of February, 1835.

and in early life learned and followed the stone-

mason's trade. Hearing favorable reports of the

business opportunities of the new world, he re-

solved to try his fortune in America, and in 1855

cros.sed the Atlantic, making his way to De Kalb,
Illinois. Here he lived for about ten years, or un-

til 1865, when he removed to Malta, where he re-

sided for fourteen years.

In the meantime Mr. Rolfe was married in Earl-

ville, Illinois, on the 22d of December, 1864, to

Miss Delpha E. Munger, who was born in Blaine,

Boone countv. Illinois, December 8, 1843.
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Throughout his entire life Mr. Rolfe has engaged

in business as a masou contractor and is still work-

ing at his trade. He returned to De Kalb in 1879

and many substantial structures here stand as

monuments to his enterprise. He built the Wells

shoe factory, the Chronicle building and the Eonan

building, also the first factory of the De Kalb

Fence Company and other important structures.

Mr. Rolfe has been particularly active in church

work and belongs to the Baptist denomination.

He has served as a deacon in the church and has

done all in his power to promote its growth and

extend its influence. At all times his life has been

actuated by high principles and lofty ideals. In

his political faith he is a prohiliitionist, thus ex-

emplifying his belief in the temperance cause.

His influence is ever given on the side of right, re-

form, progress and improvement, and his labors

have been a potent element for public good.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Rolfe have been

born six children, namely: Henry Edwin, Dorn

October 16, 1865; Frances, September 11, 1869;

Salena, September 1, 1870; Frank Albert, May 7.

1873; Ellen Irene, November 14, 1875; and

George Raymond, March 35, 1881. The first five

were born in Malta and George R. in De Kalb.

.Two of the number, Frances and Salena, are now

deceased.

Henry Edwin Rolfe, who occupies a clerical

position with the Haish Wire & Implement Com-

pany, was born in Maka, Illinois, October 16,

1865. He began his education in the common

schools of Malta and completed his studies in the

high-school of De Kalb. After leaving school he

worked in the wire factory for one year, while for

fourteen years he was employed in the office of the

wholesale glove manufactory of Bradt & Shipnian.

He likewise spent three years as foreman of the

sulphate of iron department for the American

Steel & Wire Company. One year ago he en-

gaged with the Haish Wire & Implement Company,

holding an important clerical position in the office.

On the 23d of December, 1891, in Sterling, Illi-

nois, Henry Edwin Rolfe was married to Miss Nel-

lie G. Thompson, and they are now the parents of

one son. Burton Thompson, who was born in De

Kalb, July 21, 1896. They occupy a pleasant home

which Mr. Rolfe owns and are well known in the

community. Mr. Rolfe holds membership with

the Masonic lodge. No. 144, A. F. & A. M., and

with the Knights of I'ythias lodge. No. 215, and

he gives his political allegiance to the republican

party. His entire life has been spent in this coun-

ty and the fact that many of his stanchest friends

are those who have known him from his boyhood

days indicates that his has been an honorable and

upright career.

WILLI.VA! W. I'LANK.

William W. Plank, wlio is the owner of vahialjle

farming interests in De Kalb county and makes

his home at No. 150 West Main street, where he

owns an attractive residence, was born in Fulton

county. New York, May 26, 1823. His father,

Adam J. Plank, was a son of Jacob J. Plank and

a grandson of James C. Plank, who emigrated
from Holland to the colony of New York prior

to the Revolutionary war. Adam J. Plank died

when his sun ^\'illiam was but two years of age,

leaving tlie little lad to the care of strangers. He
is the only member of the family that ever came to

Illinois. He did not have the advantages of

schools in his youth and his business training has

come from practical experience. In this way,

however, he has learned many valuable lessons,

possessing an oljserving eye and retentive memory,
so that by observation and through the events

which have marked his life he has gained a good

practical knowledge.

Mr. Plank arrived in this state in October, 1851,

settling first in Montgomery, Kane county, Illi-

nois. He was there employed during the winter

and in the spring of 1852 removed to De Kalb

county, where he has now made his home for more

than a half century. Great changes have occurred

during this period, for at the time of his arrival

there were still many evidences of frontier life.

Becoming identified with farming interests, Mr.

Plank made the best use of his opportunities,

worked untiringly and persistently, lived frugally

and economically, and as the years passed by he

prospered. When opportunity offered he added to

his land and is now one of the large landowners

of the county, his possessions including three hun-

dred and twenty acres on sections 33 and 34, De

Kalb township, and one hundred and sixty acres

on section 25 of the same township, all well im-
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proved with those accessories and conveniences

which constitute the model farm of the twentieth

century. He also owns one thousand acres of iand

in Oceana county, Michigan, together with a fine

home at No. 150 West Main street in De Kalb.

His possessions are the visible evidence of a life

of untiring thrift and industry. He knew no

such word as fail and witli determined purpose

surmounted all of the ditficuities and obstacles in

his path.

Mr. Plank was married March 18, 1843, to Miss

Nancy Frederick, a native of Johnstown, New
York. Of the children born to them three died

in infancy, while those still living are Mary,

Marcus, Dewitt, Frank and Bert. The sons are

all associated with their father in the operation of

his farming lands. Another son, William, and a

daughter, Emma, are Iwtli deceased.

When age conferred upon Mr. Plank the right

of franchise he gave his political support to the

democracy, but at the time of President Cleve-

land's second administration he transferred his

allegiance to the ropuldican party, of which he has

since been a stalwart advocate. He belongs to the

De Kalb lodge of Masons and has attained the

Knight Templar degree in the commandery. In-

vestigation into his life record shows that he is

truly a self-made man and his success is due en-

tirely to his own labors. His example in this

respect is one well worthy of emulation, showing
"what may be accomplished even when difficulties

beset one at the outset of a career. Labor is the

key that will always unlock the portals of pros-

perity and it has been by means of his untiring

industry that Mr. Plank has gained the gratifying

position which he today occupies as a successful

retired farmer of De Kalb county.

MARCUS W. COLE.

For a quarter of a century Marcus W. Cole has

heen prominently identified with the business inter-

ests of Kingston and for almost twenty years has

devoted the greater part of his time and attention

to banking. He was born on the 8th of February,

1836, in Lockport, Niagara county, New York,

and is a son of Washington and Harriet (Stiles)

C!ole, the former a native of Rhode Island, bor.

August 12, 1810, and the latter bom in New York,

July 16, 1812. They were married in the latter

state, where he assisted his father, who was a con-

tractor and engineer, in building the Erie canal.

In October, 1836, he removed to Illinois and set

tied in Marshall, Clark county, where he followed

road building in Clark county on the old govern-

ment road from Terre Haute, Indiana, to Jeffer-

son City, Missouri. He continued to make Clark

county his home until 18.59, when he came to

Kingston, De Kalb county, after which he engaged
in farming. He died here on the 21st of July,

1889, and his wife departed this life January 14.

1898. They w'ere the parents of six children, five

of whom reached years of maturity.

Marcus W. Cole, the eldest of this family, was

reared and educated in Marshall, Clark county,

and after completing the common-school course at-

tended the Marshall Academy, from which he was

graduated. He then learned the printer's trade,

but finally gave up that occupation to manage the

farm of his uncle. Dr. J. W. Stiles, at Kingston,

he being a prominent dentist, real-estate owner and

money lender in Boone, McHenry and De Kalb

counties. While engaged in farming Mr. Cole also

taught school through the winter months for seven

years.

On the 12th of September, 1858, Mr. Cole mar-

ried Miss Anna Eliza Little, who was born in

Aurora, Erie county, New York. July 24, 1840.

Her parents, Henry and Amy Little, came to De

Kalb county, Illinois, in 1845 and here her father

followed farming imtil his death, which occurred

in 1858. His wife survived him many years and

passed away in 1891. After a happy married life

of over forty years Mrs. Cole died on the 21st of

April, 1899, at the age of fifty-nine, having been

in ill health for a number of years. Like her

husband, .she was a popular member of society and

was interested in all progressive movements. She

was a member of the Woman's Relief Corps, the

Eastern Star and the Eminent Ladies' Garrison,

and she was the first worthy matron of the East-

ern Star at Kingston, which was the second lodge

of the kind established in De Kalb county. After

her death tlie lodge at Kirkland was named in her

honor, the "Anna E. Cole" chapter, 0. E. S. Her

death was deeply and widely mourned. To Mr.

and Mrs. Cole was born a daughter, Alice C, now
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the wife of Judge William L. Pond, of De Kalb,

whose sketch appears elsewhere in this volume.

After his marriage Mr. Cole purchased one hun-

dred and eighty acres of land in Kingston town-

ship, which he improved and operated until 1882,

when he removed to the village of Kingston and

opened a hardware store. He soon began doing a

small exchange business and in 1888 entered into

the banking business exclusively. In 1893 he built

a good two-story brick building with a large vault

attached and here he has since carried on hank-

ing, doing a large volume of business for a small

town. His safe, conservative methods have won

for him a liberal patronage and he has the con-

fidence and respect of all with whom he is brought

in contact, either in business or social life.

The republican party finds in Mr. Cole a stanch

supporter of its principles and he has been re-

peatedly chosen as a delegate to state and county

conventions. He served as collector of his town-

ship for seven years, as supervisor for four yearfe,

and is the present school treasurer, which office lie

has filled since April, 1876. He was also appointed

postmaster of Kingston during President Harri-

son's administration and filled that office for five

years. His official duties were always most faith-

fully and conscientiously discharged. In 1865 he

joined the Masonic order, becoming a member of

the blue lodge, No. 388, of Genoa ; took the Royal

Arch degrees in 1888 ;
and was made a Sir Knight

the same year. He served as secretaiy of his lodge

for twenty years. In 1886 he transferred his mem-

bership to Kishawaukee lodge. No. 402, A. F. &

A. M., at Kingston, and has represented Genoa

lodge three times in the grand lodge of the state.

He is a charter member of the Modern Woodmen

camp at Kingston and also belongs to the Knights

of the Globe. Religiously Mr. Cole is a devout

member of the Free Baptist church, to which his

wife also belonged, and both took an active part in

church work, he having served as trustee of the

church and superintendent of the Sunday-school

for fifteen years.

For years Mr. Cole has taken great delight in

collecting old relics and now has a large assort-

ment of shells, Indian arrowheads and implements

of agriculture, cooking and warfare. He also has

a hub of a wheel from an anny wagon, which was

used during the war of 1812 and which was sur-

rendered by Hull at Detroit. This relic was pre-

sented to Mr. Cole by James Sivwright, of May-
field. Although his life has Ijeen a busy one, he

has yet found time to devote to those interests

calculated to advance the moral and material wel-

fare of his town and county and it is safe to say

that no man in the community is held in higher

regard or has more warm friends than Marcus W.

Cole.

CAPTAIN HENRY C. WHITTEMORE.

Captain Henry C. Whittemore, one of the re-

presentative and honored citizens of De Kalb

county, has figured prominently in business and

public life, and his influence has been a factor in

development and progress. He was born at

Auburn, New Y'ork, October 31, 1841, his parents

being Lorenzo and Hannah (Kelsey) Whittemore

He is a representative of one of the oldest famines

of New England and the ancestry can be traced

still farther back to the mother country. The

founder of the family in the new world was

Thomas Whittemore, who came from Hitchin in

County Hereford, England, in 1641, and settled

at Charlestown, Massachusetts. He was the grand-

father of John Whittemore, of Leicester, Massa-

chusetts, and the great-grandfather of Lieutenant

James Whittemore, who became the first sergeant

of a company in the war of the Revolution. He

marched with his company to Lexington on the

17th of April, 1775, and was subsequently pro-

moted to the rank of lieutenant. His son, Samuel

Whittemore, the grandfather of our subject, was

born in Leicester, Massachusetts, September 1*

1769. He was a farmer by occupation and removed

from Massachusetts to New Y'ork, residing for

a time in Cayuga and Allegany counties. Seeking

a home in the middle west, he afterward resided

for a considerable period at Sycamore, Illinois, but

died at Westfield, New York, in 1866, while visit-

ing there. For about twenty years he had sur-

vived his wife, who bore the maiden name of

Catherine Ranger.

Among their children was Lorenzo Whittemore,

who was born in Leicester, Massachusetts, March

11, 1807. Until about 1838 he resided in New

England and then removed to the state of New

York. In 1848 he came to the west, settling in

Sycamore, Illinois, where he resided until his
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deatli, which occurred on the 31st of August,
1887. He was a carpenter by occupation but also

learned the shoemaker's trade and was engaged
in that line of business for a time. He possessed

natural mechanical ability and could do almost

anything with tools. Politically he was a stalwart

republican .and in religious faith was a Congre-

gationalist. A large, portly man, he weighed two

hundred and twenty-five pounds and he possessed

the affable, genial nature which so often goes with

a stature of that character. At one time he was

coroner of that county, serving, however, for but a

single term, as his aspirations were not in the line

of office holding. His wife, Mrs. Hannah (Kelsey)

Whittemore, was a native of Ulster county, New

York, born on Chri.«tmas day of 1805, and died

at Sycamore in March, 1879. They had but two

children, Henry C. and Floyd K.

The latter was born October 2, 18-14, in Auburn,
New York, came west with his parents and pur-

sued his education in the schools of Sycamore.

After serving an apprenticeship in the office of the

True Repuldican, he was employed in the office

of the circuit clerk of De Kalb county, where he

remained from 1861 until 1864. In 1865 he was

appointed assistant state treasurer under Treasurer

Beveridge, occupying the position for two years

and leaving office on the expiration of the term of

his superior. He then entered the banking house

of Jacob Bunn, at Springfield, Hlinois, as book-

keeper and there received recognition of his ability,

being made teller and later cashier. He served as

such until the organization of the State National

Bank at Springfield, when he became cashier of

that institution, continuing as such for about

twenty years. He was then made cashier of the

United States sub-treasury at Chicago under the

administration of President Harrison and in 1895

was appointed assistant state treasurer. In the

summer of 1898 he received the nomination by the

republican party for state treasurer and was elected

to that office. He was regarded as one of the best

financiers of Illinois and had much to do in shap-

ing the policy of the state in that regard. He
remained a resident of Springfield np to the time

of his death, which occurred March 4, 1907, after

a short illness although he had not been very well

for a couple of years. He was a self-made man
and met with excellent success in business, so that

he left an estate valued at half a million.

Henry C. Whittemore was only seven years of

age when brought to Sycamore by his parent:^, and

the public schools afforded liim his educational

privileges. He entered business life as a salesman

in a store and was afterward employed in the

office of the circuit clerk, being thus engaged at

the time of the outbreak of the Civil war. He put
aside business cares and personal interests to de-

fend his country in her hour of peril, enlisting in

September, 1861. He was mustered into the

United States service in October, as a member of

Battery G of the Second Illinois Light Artillery,

under command of Captain C. J. Stolbrand. The

company was given the camp instruction until

December and then went to Cairo, from which

point they followed the army down the Jlissis-

sipjii. ;\Ir. Whittemore was appointed ordnance

officer at Cairo and had charge of the ordnance

department of the Army of the Tennessee. He was

with the fleet at Island No. 10, where he remained

for two weeks and afterward went to Columbus,

Kentucky, being engaged in keeping open the rail-

roads there. At that place he served on the staff

with General Quimby and also with General Da-

vies and subsequently was transferred to the

Army of the Cumberland. For several months he

filled the position of judge advocate, after which

he was with the battery in front of Fort Donelson.

Later he was placed on staff duty with General

Rosseau, with whom he served until the close of

the war. Captain Whittemore was mustered out

July 29, 1865, but this did not end his govern-

ment service, for after a brief period he was

sent south in the employ of the postal department
for the purpose of reorganizing the postal service

in southern states. His time was thus occupied

until 1867, when he returned home to once more

become a factor in the business life of Sycamore.

For some time Captain AVhittemore was engaged
in the conduct of a tannery, and in 1873 turned his

attention to the hardware business as a member

of the firm of Harkness & WHiittemore, which rela-

tion was maintained until the death of his part-

ner, who was then succeeded by Mr. Chamberlain

and .\. W. Brower, these gentlemen purchasing

the interest of the Harkness heirs. At that time

the firm style of Whittemore, Chamberlain & Com-

pany was assumed and on the retirement of Mr.

Chamberlain the firm became Whittemore &
Brower. This is a well known business house of
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Sycamore. Tliey carry a large line of general

hardware, agricultural implements, carriages and

wagons, and their patronage has constantly grown
in volume and importance. In the conduct of their

store they manifest a strict fidelity to a high

standard of commercial ethics and have secured a

liberal support by reason of tlieir moderate prices

and honorable methods.

Happy in his home life, Captain Wliittemore, on

the 1-ith of March, 1864, was united in marriage

to Miss Amelia Martin, a daughter of Harry and

Jane (Slack) Martin, both of whom were natives

of Vermont. Mrs. Whittemore was born in Syca-

more, to which place her parents had removed some

years previously. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Whittemore

have been born five children : Charles F., who was

born in July, 186.5, and died at the age of six

years; Mary, at home; Harry M.. who wedded

Gertrude Chapell, and has two children, Helen

and Euth
; Cora, the wife of Dr. George W. Nes-

bitt, of Sycamore; and Floyd, who is a graduate

of the Sycamore high school and also of the Hli-

nois University. Mrs. Wliittemore holds member-

ship in the Congregational church and is actively

interested in its work.

Captain Whittemore is a stalwart republican in

his political views, having always supported the

party, and upon its ticket he has been chosen to a

number of positions of public honor and trust.

He has served as alderman of the city and as a

member of the county board of supervisors. He
was first chosen to that office in 1883 and has been

re-elected up to the present time at each succeed-

ing election. His service has been highly satis-

factory as is shown by his long continuance in

office. He was a member of the Thirty-fourth

Greneral Assembly of Illinois at the time when

General Logan was elected United States senator

after a most memorable contest. He was imswerv-

ing in his advocacy of the ''Black Eagle," of whom
he was a warm a<lmiver. The Captain has been one

of the trustees of the State Home for Juvenile

Oflfenders at Geneva, Illinois, and he served as

chairman of the building committee during the

erection of the De Kalb courthouse. He has fre-

quently been a delegate to the county, congressional

and state conventions of his party and his labors

in its behalf have been far-reaching and bene-

ficial. He belongs to Potter post, No. 12, G. A. E.

of Sycamore, of which he has been commander and

he has attained the Knight Templar degree in

Masonry. Almost his entire life has been passed

in De Kalb county and he is well known as a

representative merchant, trustworthy political

leader and a reliable business man. He holds

friendship inviolable and is true to every trust

reposed in him, whether of a public or private

nature. His many good qualities have not only

gained for him respect but have won for him warm

personal friendship and regard, and therefore it is

with pleasure that we present to our readers the

life record of this man whose intense and well

directed energy has gained for him a place among
the representative men of the community.

ISAAC Q. BUEEOUGHS.

Isaac Q. Burroughs, who is now practically liv-

ing retired in Genoa, has made his home in De

Kalb county since 1854 and has taken an active

part in its agricultural development. His early

life was spent in the east for he was born in Him-

terdon county. New Jersey, January 2, 1818. His

father, Timothy Burroughs, was a native of the

same state and was a son of John Burroughs,

who was also born in New Jersey, of English an-

cestry, the family having been founded in that

state at a very early date in its settlement. They
located along the Delaware river and the great-

great-grandfather of our subject was the first

sheriff of what is now Mercer county. New Jersey.

On reaching manhood Timothy Burroughs married

Phoebe Green, who was born in the same state and

was also a representative of an old family. Her

father, Joseph Green, w'as a soldier of the Eevolu-

tionary war, as was also John Burroughs, the pa-

ternal grandfather of our subject. Throughout
his active business life Timothy Burroughs fol-

lowed the carpenter's trade but later joined his

son in Illinois, where he lived retired until his

death. In his family were five children, two sons

and three daughters: Jeremiah, who was also a

carpenter and spent his entire life in New Jersey ;

Deborah, who married D. H. Ball and settled in

Ohio, where her death occurred ; Eliza, who became

the wife of Eobert Smith and died in this county,

whither they removed in 18-54; and Mrs. Ehoda

Slater, who died in 1907, in Lake Bluff, Illinois.



28 PAST AND PEESENT OF DE KALB COUNTY.

She was the mother of Henry Slater, a business

man of Genoa.

Isaac (}. liurroughs, who completes the family,

grew- to manliood in his native state and there

learned the shoemaker's trade, serving a five years'

apprenticeship. For two years he worked at his

trade in Asbury, Warren county. New Jersey, and

for four years conducted a shop in Washington,

the same county. At the end of that time he re-

moved to a farm near Trenton, wliich he rented

and operated for seven j-ears. In 1854 he came to

De Kalb county, Illinois, and after spending the

first winter in Kingston, he purchased a tract of

raw land on section 11, Genoa township, which

he fenced and improved, breaking the prairie with

both ox and horse teams. His first home here

was a rude frame structure, where he lived for

some years, and then built a good substantial resi-

dence, a barn and other outbuildings. He set out

an orchard and made many useful and valuable

improvements to the place, which he continued

to cultivate for thirty-two years, or until 1887,

when he sold the farm and removed to Genoa.

Here he bought residence jDroperty and now owns

two store buildings and a residence. From the

former he derives a good income which enables

Imn to lay aside all business cares and live retired

in the enjoyment of a well earned rest.

Before leaving New Jersej^, Mr. Burroughs was

married in Pennington, Mercer county, in 1843,

to Mi^s Christina Baldwin, a native of that state,

who died in 1898. To them were born ten children

but only four are now living, namely : Henry S.

a farmer of Genoa township; David G., a business

man of St. Joseph, ilissouri ; Phoebe, wife of

James M. Allen, a business man of Chicago ;
and

Fanny, who now acts as her father's housekeeper.
Of those deceased, James Harvey was a soldier of

the war of the Rebellion and died in defense of

flie old flag and the cause it represented. Andrew

B. was married and living in Tennessee at the time

of his death, which was caused by drowning. Two
children died of scarlet fever within a week. Al-

fred died at Harvard, Illinois, and Archie died in

New Jersey in childhood.

Politically Mr. Burroughs was originally an old

line whig and cast his first presidential ballot in

1840 for W. H. Harrison, at the time of the log

cabin and coon skin campaign, when the cry was

"Tippecanoe and Tyler, too." On the organiza-

tion of the republican party he joined its ranks,

voting for John C. Fremont in 1856 and for every
nominee since that time with exception of one.

About 1856 he was elected township assessor and

continued to fill that office for a third of a cen-

tury. He also served as justice of the peace for

some years, was a member of the town board and

police magistrate for several years. He has been

a delegate to many county conventions of his

party and has ever taken an active and helpful

part in public affairs, doing all in his power to

promote the general welfare.

ALONZO DEXTER BLAGDEN, M. D.

Dr. Alonzo Dexter Blagden, whose knowledge,

ability and devotion to his profession have made

him one of the leading physicians and surgeons of

Sycamore, was born at Genoa, De Kalb county,

March 24, 1851. He is a son of Warren and

Lydia (Tupper) Blagden, the former a native of

Maine, and the latter of New York. His grand-

father, Charles Blagden, and his great-grand-

father, William Blagden, came from England and

settled in Maine. The father removed to De Kalb

county about 1850, locating at Genoa, where he

made his home throughout his remaining days.

However, he went to Washington for the benefit

of his health and there died in February, 1888.

His widow long survived him and passed away in

the state of Washington in the fall of 1904. Their

family numliered seven children, but only three are

now living: Dr. Blagden: ^Irs. Mabel iFarshall,

a resident of Washington; and Fred W., who is

living at Goldendale, Washington.

Dr. Blagden supplemented his preliminary edu-

cation, acquired in the public schools of his na-

tive town, hy study in the State University, at

Champaign, Illinois, and his professional training

was received in Bennett Medical College, of Chi-

cago, from which institution he was graduated
with the class of 1886. He had previously studied

medicine under the direction of Dr. Spears, and

for three j'ears owned and operated a drug store

at Kirkland. Following his graduation in 1886

he located for practice in Sycamore, Illinois, and

has since enjoyed a good patronage, being now the

second oldest physician of the city. He soon
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demonstrated his ability to successfully cope with

many of the intricate problems which confront

the physician in his efforts to alleviate human

suffering and restore health, and as the years have

gone by he has kept in touch with the progress

which is being made by the members of the medi-

cal fraternity, as research, investigation and ex-

periment broaden their knowledge and promote

their efficiency.

Dr. Blagden was married to Miss Addie B.

White, who was born in Sycamore township, upon

a farm where a portion of her girlhood days were

passed, while the remainder of the time was spent

in Sycamore. She was educated in Sycamore and

in the Northwestern University at Evanston, Illi-

nois. She afterward removed to Genoa with her

parents, Oliver and Mary (Holconib) White and

remained at home until she gave her hand in mar-

riage to Dr. Blagden. Her mother was a daughter

of Sylvanus Holcomb, who was one of the pioneers

of this county, having located here in 1839. Mrs.

Blagden's paternal grandfather was Edward

White, a native of New York and a son of James

White, who was also born in that state and served

as a soldier in the Kevolutionary war.

Unto Dr. and Mrs. Blagden have been born

four children : Beulah Blanche, who is a graduate

of the Sycamore high school and was a student

at the Northwestern University, was married on

the Sth of August, 1906, to Wilmer H. Stowe, an

attorney of Fort Dodge, Iowa
;
Frank Warren, now

eighteen years of age, is also a graduate of the

high school; Helen Lucile, sixteen years of age,

is a member of the junior class at that school ;
and

Charles Dexter, twelve years of age. completes the

family.

Politically Dr. Blagden has always been a re-

publican and, although without aspiration for

office, has ever been loyal to the interests of his

party, keeping well informed on the questions and

issues of tlie day. He is a member of the Modern

Woodmen of America and the Masonic fraternity

and also belongs to the State Medical College. He
has made a creditable professional record and in

social circles has displayed those strong character-

istics wliich win warm regard and lasting friend-

ship. He is a man of many excellent traits of

character and is well liked and popular. Mrs.

Blagden organized the Eastern Star lodge at Syca-

more and has always taken an active interest in its

work. She is also a member of the Daughters of

the American Uevolution and is a most estimable

lady.

EAIINEST S. CHAMBERS.

Earnest S. Chambers, a resident of Sycamore,
was born in Piano, Kendall county, Illinois, April

7, 1859. His father, iloses Chambers, was a na-

tive of Wayne county, Pennsylvania, born August

26, 1831, and his life record, covering a span of

eighty years, was terminated March 16, 1901. His

wife, Mrs. Sarah Tyler Chambers, who was born in

Tompkins county. New York, April 8, 1821, died

in Afton township, De Kalb county, March 16,

1880. The year 1859 witnessed the arrival of

Moses Chamljers and his family in De Kalb county,

at which time the son Earnest was but six weeks

old, a location being made on section 26, Afton

township.- At the usual age the boy entered the

common schools and spent the greater jjart of his

life to the age of twenty-four years upon the

old homestead farm. He has one brother and one

sister living, namely : Adelia, who was born Janu-

ary 2, 1850 ; and Fred S., who was born July 22,

1864, and is now living in Iowa, where he works

at the carpenter's trade. A sister, Luverna, born

August 29, 1848, became the wife of Henry Rich-

mond and died in 1891.

Earnest S. Chambers early became familiar with

the duties and labors that fell to the lot of the

agricultiirist and he remained upon the home

farm, actively assisting in its cultivation until

1880, when he removed to the city of Sycamore.

Four years were spent in the lumber business,

after which he established a plumbing business, in

which he has since continued.

On the 20th of December, 1882, occurred the

marriage of Mr. Chambers and Miss Phena S.

De Forest, a daughter of Lansing E. and Lurena

De Forest. Her father was Ijorn in Southville,

Herkimer county. New York, May 10, 1832, and

her mother at German Flats, Herkimer county,

December 31, 1831. They became farming people

of De Kalb county, Illinois, although the father

was a carpenter by trade and followed that voca-

tion to some extent after removing to the middle

west. He is now deceased but his widow still sur-
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vives. In their family were seven children: Ella

M., who was born October 24, 1852, in Oneida

county, New York, and died in 1904 : Elizabeth A.,

who was born in Oneida county, December 25,

1855; Eugene A., born February 17, 1854; Irena

B., who was born in 1857 and died July 9, 1866 ;

Phena S., born in October, 18G1
;
Carrie M.. born

January 1, 1864: and Lettie E., born July 3,

1870. Mr. and ilrs. Chambers are the parents of

one son, Lynn De Forest, who was born July 28,

1887, and is now in the employ of the Chicago

& Northwestern Railroad Company.
Mr. Chambers belongs to the Modern Woodmen

camp, to the Knights of the Globe and the Eoyal

Arcanum, and he is likewise a member of the

Commercial Club of Sycamore. In politics he

is an earnest republican. He owns a residence at

No. 227 North California street in Sycamore in

addition to liis plumbing business. He and his

wife are numbered among De Kalb county's best

citizens, having the respect of all who knew them

and the warm friendship of many with whom they

have come in contact.

CHARLES H. SALISBUEY.

Charles H. Salisbury, as vice-president and sec-

retary of the Haish Wire & Implement Company,
is one of the prominent representatives of business

interests in De Kalb county. His rise to his pres-

ent responsible position has been a gradual devel-

opment, in which he has thoroughly mastered every

task that he has undertaken and in each forward

step he has gained a broader view and wider out-

look, leading to greater possibilities. The ele-

mental strength of his character was early shown

forth in the determination and ready adaptability

which he displayed and as the years have gone by

he has risen superior to every difficulty and obsta-

cle that he has encountered, thus making his busi-

ness career a victorious one.

Mr. Salisbury was born in Barton, Vermont,

July 23, 1841. His parents were Henry and

Caroline M. (Blake) Salisbury-, the former a native

of Barton, Vermont, and the latter of Sutton, that

state. Both were of English parentage. They
came to Illinois in 1856, locating at White Eock,

Ogle county, Illinois, but in the fall of the same

year removed to De Kalb county. The mother died

in Iowa, while the father's death occurred in the

south.

Charles H. Salisbury was a youth of fifteen when

he came with his parents to this state. His time

was divided between work upon the home farm and

in a store and the duties of the schoolroom. He
also attended Professor Webb's Academy at De-

Kalb in 1859 and subsequently was a student in

various institutions of learning which fitted him

for a larger field of usefulness. When Jacob

Haish first commenced business in DeKalb Mr.

Salisbury entered his employ and remained with

him until the opening of the winter term of school.

In the spring of 1861 he entered the postoffice as

assistant postmaster under Ira V. Bandall, filling

that position during the early part of President

Lincoln's first administration, or until he re-

sponded to the country's call for furtlier aid to

crush out the rebellion in the south.

On the 6th of August, 1862, he joined the army
as a member of Company K, One Hundred and

Fifth Eegiment of Illinois Volunteer Infantrj

He was immediately appointed sergeant of his

company and remained at the front for almost

three years, or until honorably discharged on the

7th of June, 1865, after the cessation of hostili-

ties. He participated in all of the engagements
as the Union forces proceeded from Chattanooga
to Atlanta, and was with General Sherman on the

march from Atlanta to the sea, and from Savannah

to Ealeigh, North Carolina, where the main body
of Sherman's army was encamped when peace was

declared. He was never absent a day from his

company except on special duty. At frequent in-

tervals he commanded the company in important

engagements and was in full command during the

march to the sea and through the Carolinas, and

at the close of the war he was brevetted lieutenant

by reason of his valor and efficiency. At Wash-

ington, D. C, lie received an honorable discharge
on the 7th of June, 1865, and with a creditable

military record returned to his home. He was

then but twenty-four years of age and had had

three years of arduous military service.

In the winter of 1865-6 Mr. Salisbury returned

to the employ of Mr. Haish, who at that time was

a lumber dealer, contractor and liuildcr. Ilis ad-

vancement came soon liecause of his capaliilitv and

fidelity. He has proven himself a most able as-
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sistant to Mr. Haisli and his tact, practical experi-

ence and business capacity have been a strong

element in the success of the enterprise and in the

work of carrying it forward to its present extensive

proportions. He is today the vice president and

secretary of the Jacob Haish Company, which has

become know'n throughout the world, having a

large domestic and export trade. During the long

and fiery litigation tlirough which the Haish Man-

ufacturing Company passed the pen and pencil of

our subject were frequently brought into requisi-

tion for advertising purpo.ses. In the drafting of

cartoons and in his readiness to dash off burlesque

poetry, he has had few superiors. The fight be-

tween the different barlj wire manufacturers was

very intense, and every effort was made by each

to push his wire to the front. In one of his adver-

tisements Mr. Salisbury says:

"Well, perhaps you may be dreaming^

Perhaps you're in a whirl; -i;!'".

Yet somehow Haish's fence is winnmg'
'

The plaudits of the world."

Some of the opponents of Mr. Haish
tri^dV.tol

liave a little fun at his expen.se, because of th^'facf

that he was a "Dutchman." In reply to this Mr.

Salisl)ury writes :

''The June bug has gaudy wings.

The lightning bug has fame ;

The 'Dutchman has no wings at all,

But he gets there just the same."

These rhymes, written by Mr. Salisbury, which

were often accompanied by cartoons, created great

interest throughout the country and l)rought the

Haish barb wire into eonsideralde prominence.

Many were the conjectures made as to who was the

writer of the rhymes and the draughtsman of the

cartoons, and to this day few people know who was

the author. One of the elements in his success

has been liis ready adaptability, a power that has

enabled him to adjust himself quickly to every

circumstance and condition and make the best

possible use of these. In addition to his connec-

tion witli tlie Haish Company Mr. Salisbury is the

owner of much valuable property, including city

real estate in DeKalb and farming lands and tim-

ber in Florida. He has thus by his honesty, in-

dustry and enterprise accuniuhited a nice fortune.

In liis fraternal rehitions ilr. Salisljury is a

prominent Mason. Ijelonging to the lodge and also

to a Sycamore commandery, No. 15, K. T. He has

ever been a stalwart champion of the republican

party which stood as the defender of the Union

in the dark days of the Civil wai', and for one term

he served as a trustee of DeKalb, but has never

been a politician in the sense of office seeking. He
also served two terms as one of the county

supervisors, being a member of the board when the

new courthouse was built. The cause of educa-

tion finds in him a stalwart champion and for two

terms he was president of the school board of

De Kalb. His religious faith is indicated by his

membership in the Methodist Episcopal church.

On the 1st of May, 187G. Mr. Salisbury was

married in DeKalb to Miss Laura M. Wilder, who

was l)orn in Vermont, February 12, 1843, a

daughter of Oliver and Lamira Wilder. From the

age of fifteen years he has made his home in this

«ounty,-'BO that his life record is largely familiar

tft hi-p, idlovv townsmen, who recognize in him the

essential i qualities of a successful business man,

possessing the typical enterprising spirit of the

age.?-' '-H^ has displayed in his business career a

clearness of mental perception, a stability of pur-

pose and an indefatigable energy, and these in-

herent and intrinsic qualities are wholly incom-

patible with failure. He stands today strong in

his honor and his good name, in his business and

social positions, his life record awakening the

admiration of his associates in business and the

respect of all who know aught of his career.

GEOEGE STEWART MUEPHY, M. D.

Dr. George Stewart Murphy, who is conducting

a private hospital in Waterman for tlie exclusive

treatment of surgical cases, was born in Chicago,

November 28, 18G8. His father, John A. Murphy,
was a native of Canada and was of Scotch-Irish

descent. He came to the United States in 1864,

locating in Chicago, where he engaged in business

as a contractor, meeting witji excellent success, for

he possessed considerable ability. He is now living

at Vinton, Iowa, at the age of seventy years, hav-

ing removed to tliat state in 1904. He is still in

active business and his entire life has been cbar-

acterized by unfaltering enterprise and diligence.

He married Catlierine L. Wright, who was born
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in Canada and is now fifty-eight years of age.

She is of Scotch descent and is a member of the

Presbyterian church. In the family were three

children, George, Maude L., and Henry, the last

named l)eing interested in mines in Butte, Mon-
tana.

Dr. Murphy of this review was a student in the

public schools of Cliieago and afterward entered

Cornell College. He read medicine with Dr. T. B.

Lacey, of Council Bluffs, and entered the medical

department of Creighton I'niversity at Omaha.

Nebraska, in 1893, there pursuing a three years'

course, after which he was graduated in the class

of 1896. He was externa in St. Bernard's and

the W. C. A. liospitals of Council Bluffs during
his student days and thus added broad practical

training to his theoretical knowledge.

When his college course was completed Dr.

Murphy located for practice at Macedonia, Iowa,

where he remained for two years and then settled

at Burr Oak, Kansas, where he also spent two

years. In 1900 he established an office in Chicago,

where he continued for two years, also acting as

assistant to Df. 0. Beverly Campbell, abdominal

surgeon at the post-gr-aduate hospital, and as as-

sistant to other physicians in the same hospital.

In August, 1902, he came to Waterman, where he

has built up a very successful practice both in

medicine and surgery. He left the city on account

of his wife's health, but has not found the change

unprofitable, for a liberal patronage is accorded

him here. In 1904 he established a private hos-

pital, which has more than met his anticipations.

It has had many patrons from the beginning and

in it lie treats surgical eases exclusively. The

hospital is well equipped for this work, having
all the necessary instruments and appliances, and

Dr. ]\Iurphy'"s broad experience and skill well

qualify him for this department of practice. He
has membership relations with the County and

State Medical Societies and also with the American

Medical Association.

On the 28th of January, 1897, Dr. Murphy
wedded Grace Egiria Bartlett, who was born in

Chillicothe, Ohio. June 20. 1876. They now have

two children, J. Bartlett and ilary Louise. Dr.

Murphy is an Episcopalian in religious faith, while

his wife is connected \vitli the Presbyterian church.

In politics he is indejiendeut, voting for men and

measures rather than party. He has no aspiration

for office, preferring to give his undivided time

and attention to his professional duties, which he

discharges with a marked sense of conscientious

obligation.

JOHN jMAC queen.

John MacQueen is one of the well known and

prominent business men of DeKalb county, carry-

ing on a very large stock feeding and shipping
business at Kirkland. He was bom in Scotland,

September 2, 1867. His father, James MacQueen,
also born and reared in Scotland, was there mar-

ried to Miss Isabella Drummond, a Scotch lady.

The father was manager of a large stock business

in his native country for a number of years, and

ere the emigration of the parents to the new world

three of their children were born. James Mac-

Queen crossed the Atlantic to the United States

and joined his son in DeKalb county in 1898. He
now resides upon a farm near Kirkland and is

classed with the enterprising agriculturists of the

community. His daughter, Mrs. John Edwards,

is a resident of Wales, England, wliile one son,

Colin MacQueen, is with a live-stock commission

merchant of Chicago.

John MacQueen, the other member of the fam-

ily, was reared to manhood in the land of hills

and heather and acquired good common-school

advantages there. He afterward served for five

years with McDonald & Frazer, the largest stock-

commission firm in Scotland, and during that

time he became thoroughly acquainted with the

business in principle and detail. For two years
he had charge of the firm's offices at Inverness,

Scotland, and then, thinking to enjoy better busi-

ness opportunities in the new world, he came to

the United States in 1888, bringing with him a lot

of Clydesdale horses and Shetland ponies which

he sold in Chicago. Locating in Oregon, Wiscon-

sin, he there imported and dealt in horses for two

years. Subsequently he spent one year in Cali-

fornia, where he was engaged in the sheep busi-

ness, and in 1891 came to Illinois, settling first

in Kane county, where he fed and dealt in sheep,

establishing the first .sheep feeding sheds and

business in this part of lUinois. There he re-

mained for five years and both exported and im-
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ported fat sheep and also dealt in horses. In

1896 he came to Kirkland, where he made a per-

manent location. He purchased land, npon wliich

he has sheds for the shelter of the sheep and also

has large feeding capacity for thirty thousand

sheep. He now feeds, handles and ships a million

and a half head of sheep annually and is one of

the most extensive dealers in Illinois. He has

purchased land adjoining the town and owns six-

teen hundred acres, which he uses for pasture and

as meadow land. It is divided into several well-

improved farms and the Kishwaukee river drains

the land for a distance of two and a half miles and

also affords an ample water supply for an extensive

stock husiness. Mr. MacQueen is one of the most

progressive and public-spirited citizens of the

county and his extensive business interests have

Ijeen an element in its general prosperity. At

Kirkland he put in an electric light plant, which

he owns and operates. It was established in 1897,-.

is a well equipped plant and gives an all-night-

service.

Mr. MacQueen was married in Kirkland, in

July, 1898, to Miss Hortense Erickson, who was

born in Eockford, Illinois, and is of Swedish and

Norwegian parentage. She was reared and edu-

cated in her native city. Mr. MacQueen has built

a neat and attractive residence in Kirkland and is

there most comfortably situated. While he and

his wife have no children of their own, they have

adopted a son, Wallace MacQueen, to whom they

are much attached, rearing and educating him as

their own child.

Politically Mr. MacQueen is a stanch and un-

faltering republican. He has served for several

terms on the town board of Kirkland and has been

again re-elected. He served as central committee-

man for his district for two terms and has twice

been a delegate to the state conventions. He takes

a most active interest in the success of his party

and his opinions have carried weight in its local

councils. Both he and his wife are members of

the Kirkland Congregational church and he con-

tributes liberally to its support. He gave to the

church a large bell as a Christmas present on the

25th of December, 1906. He has taken an active

and helpful part in all the enterprises that tend to

upbuild and benefit the community and his labors

have been effective and far-reaching. He is a

member of the Masonic fraternity, belonging to the

lodge at Kirkland, to the chapter at Geneva, the

commandery at Sycamore and the consistory at

Freeport, Illinois, having thus attained the thirty-

second degree of the Scottish rite. He is also

connected with Medinah Temple of the Mystic

Shrine at Chicago and he has served through all

of the chairs in the blue lodge, being at present

worshipful master.

In the transaction of his business interests ]\Ir.

MacQueen has crossed and recrossed the briny deep

thirty-one times. He exported .sheep and imported

horses for many years. In the conduct of his busi-

ness he employs a large number of men, having a

pay-roll of over one thousand dollars per month.

He commenced life for himself without a dollar

when but sixteen years of age and for the first year

received the munificent sum of two dollars and a

half per week and boarded himself! The second

..year he received four dollars per week and the

third year- fiye dollars, and during the last two

years of his service with the big commission house

of -Scotland he received seven dollars per week.

However, he obtained a practical and thorough

business training and today is known as one of the

largest dealers in sheep of the Mississippi valley,

his reputation extending from the Atlantic to the

Pacific. He well merits the success which has

come to him, as it has resulted entirely from his

perseverance, unfaltering labor and unabating

energy. Moreover, he has never selfishly hoarded

his wealth, but has kept it in circulation and has

responded generously and freely to calls made upon
him for co-operation in movements which have

been directly beneficial to the county.

JOHN W. HUBEE.

John W. Huber. who owns and operates three

hundred and forty acres of land in De Kalb

county, was a son of Gottlieb and Elizabeth (Hei-

derscheid) Huljcr. who came from Germany to

the United States in 1865. They located in Malta

township, De Kalb county, where the father still

lives but the mother passed away in 1898. He has

been very successful since coming to this county

and in his farming operations has made a place
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among the substantial residents of this part of the

state.

John W. Huber was born on the old family
homestead in Malta township, December 27, 1861,

and at the usual age entered the public schools,

where he acquired a fair English education. He
remained on the farm with his father until twenty-
four years of age, wlien he went to work on the

Great Western Eailroad, there remaining for three

and a half years. He was nest identified with the

St. Charles Milk Condensing Company at St.

Charles. Illinois, where he also spent three and a

half years, and on the expiration of that period
he invested the money which he had earned in

land in De Kalb township, purchasing the farm

upon which he now resides and which he has since

owned and operated. It comprises three hundred

and forty acres of very rich and productive land

and he rai-ses the crops best adapted to soil and

climate, annually gathering ^ch harvests. Every-

thing about his place is kept in good condition and

he is both practical and progressive in his methods.

In March, 1892, Mr. Huber was married to Miss

Amy Searles, a daughter of Stephen and Elmira

(Ropps) Searles. Her father is a contractor and

builder of St. Charles, Illinois, and both he and

his wife are living there. Mr. and Mrs. Huber
have four children : William, Etta. Joseph and

Fred, three of whom are in school. The parents
are well known in De Kalb township and enjoy
the warm regard of many friends. Mr. Huber has

been an ardent republican for many years but

has' never aspired to political honors or office. His

attention has been devoted to the farm and in the

management and control of his property he has

displayed good business ability, being justly ac-

counted one of the leading agriculturists of his

locality.

HON. MILES BEACH CASTLE.

An enumeration of those men of the present

generation who have won honor and public recog-
nition for themselves and at the same time have

honored the state in which they belong would be

incomplete were there failure to make prominent
reference to the one whose name initiates this

sketch. He gained distinctive precedence as a lead-

ing business man of marked ability and as a states-

man, in which connection he bore himself with

such signal dignity and honor as to gain him the

respect of all. He was distinctively a man of

affairs and wielded a wide influence. A strong

mined individuality so entered into his make-up
as to render him a natural leader of men and a

director of opinion, and this was manifest in both

his business and political life.

Mr. Ca,stle was born August 11, 182G, and his

life span covered the years up to the 10th of Aug-
ust, 1900. He was a native of Albany, Xew York,
and was a descendant in the third generation of

Gideon Castle, who came from England about

1700. The family at one time owned ten thousand

acres of land in New York state, and one Gideon

Castle was noted during colonial times as a mem-
ber of the staff of General Washington, filling the

position of commissioner with the rank of captain
when the commander-in-chief was in Xew York

during the struggle for independence.

Elijah Castle inherited from his father a farm

in Dutchess county, Xew York, which was valued

at ten thousand dollars. This he later sold and

entered business circles at Albany, Xew York. He
married Deborah Beach, of Dutchess county. Their

son. Miles Beach Castle, was reared upon a farm

and pursued his education in the academy at

Joncsville, Xew York, from which he was gradu-
ated when about twenty years of age. He then

accepted a clerkship in a dry-goods store at Glens

Falls, Xew York, and subsequently became gen-
eral manager of the store which he conducted with

success until 1855, which year witnessed his re-

moval westward to Chicago. In 1856 he came to

Sandwich, Illinois, and opened a lumberyard. From
that time forward he was closely associated with

the business interests of the city. He also established

the Sandwich Bank in 1856 and continued active

in the management and control of both until his

death, making them important commercial and

financial enterprises of the city. In 1870 he

founded the Kendall County Bank at Torkville,

and in 1878, associated with his son. J. B. Castle,

he established the Sandwich Argiis, which is now
conducted and owned by his son. He operated his

banks with great success for forty-five years and

became recognized as one of the foremost, enter-
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prising and reliable representatives of financial

interests in this part of the state.

It was not alone in business circles, however, that

made Miles B. Castle a prominent resident of De
Kalb county. He also figured conspicuously in

political circles and was known as one whose alle-

giance A\as unswerving in support of the cause or

movement which he believed to be right. He allied

his interests with those of the repuljlican party,

becoming an earnest worker in its ranks, and in

1872 was elected upon that ticket to the office of

state senator. In 1874 he was re-elected and

served as a member of the upper house of the Illi-

nois assemlily for six years. He took an active and

helpful part in much important constructive legis-

lation and gave careful and earnest consideration

to each question which came up for settlement. He
was appointed chairman of the committee on pub-
lic buildings and grounds and as representative at

large of the executive mansion and the new capitol
at Springfield. Among other bills which he intro-

duced and succeeded in passing was the first bill

for the protection of the fish interests in Illinois.

He was a member of the republican state central

committee, was for years chairman of the executive

committee of the Illinois State Equal Suffrage
Association and belonged to other organizations
which have had direct and far-reaching influene in

molding public thought and opinion. He was a

member of the State Press Association and of the

Press Club of Chicago, and he was the friend and
associate of many of the eminent men of Illinois,

who regarded him as a peer and honored him for

the strength of his character, his mental poise and

ability and his practical successes in securing the

adoption of principles for which he stood. Frater-

nally he was a Eoyal Arch Mason. He possessed,

too, litci'ary tastes which made him a wide reaj;ler,

and at the laying of the corner stone of the new

capitol in 1865 he delivered a poem which received

favorable comment from the press.

On the 21st of January, 1857, Mr. Castie was
united in marriage to Mrs. Freelove Kinney Hub-

bard, at Sandwich, a daughter of Hon. Asa Kin-

ney, ex-senator of California. She was born Feb-

ruary 24, 1836, and is a descendant of the Grinnell

family, representatives of knighthood in Eng-
land. Her education was completed in Knox Col-

lege, at Galesburg, Illinois, and by her marriage
she became the mother of one son and two daugh-

tei's: John B., born August 13, 1859; Louise R.,

Jnnuarv 21, 1861 ; and Grace F., July 27, 1868.

JOHN B. CASTLE.

John B. Castle, in whom is found a worthy suc-

cessor of a noble sire, was born August 13, 1859,

in Sandwich, where he has lived to become an in-

fluencing factor in business life. At the age of

fifteen he v.-ent to work in his father's lumberyard
and when nineteen years of age, in connection with

his father, established the Sandwich Argus, and

became also a half-owner of the paper-mills at

Yorkville, Illinois. He was connected with that

industry from 1886 until 1891, when the mills

were destroyed by fire. He had been general

manager of the business, which had been con-

ducted upon a paying basis until its destruction.

He is now vice president of the Sandwich Bank,
and a half owner of a lumber and coal business

established by his father, which has been conducted

under the firm style of Mosher & Castle, the senior

partner being P. S. Mosher. His interests have

thus been varied and important and have been an

element in the commercial and industrial growth
and prosperity of Sandwich and this sei'tion of the

state. He was for some time in the United States

sub-treasury at Chicago, and returning to Sand-

wich entered the hardware business under the firm

style of Castle & Latham, being thus engaged from

1892 until 1898, when he sold out.

In the meantime he took up the study of law

and was admitted to the bar on the 13th of Janu-

ary, 1892, after having graduated from the law

department of Lake Forest University. In 1898

he entered upon the practice of law in connection

with John W. Blee as a member of the firm of

Blee & Castle but retired in 1902. In the same

same year he was elected to the legislature and in

1904 was re-elected, serving as chairman of the

judiciary committee in the last session. He is

recognized as an able working member of the house,

connected with important constructive legislation

and giving unfaltering allegiance to the measures

which he deems will prove of greatest benefit to

his community and the commonwealth at large.

Mr. Castle was married, October 8, 1885, to Miss

Mary Latham, a daughter of Joseph and Charlotte
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(
Esterbrook )

Latham. The Lathams came to Illi-

nois in 18.38 and the Esterbrcoks in 183-5. Both

families were connected with agricultural interests

and the land which was entered by the Esterbrcoks

from the government and became the original

homestead of the family, is still in possession of

representatives of the name. Mrs. Castle was born

April 16, 1860, and by her marriage has become

the mother of two sons : Miles Bert, born October

12, 1895; and Latham, born February 27, 1900.

Mr. Castle is a trustee of the Congregational

churcli and is a thirtv-second-degrec ilason. He

belongs to the Aurora commandery at Aurora, and

to the Medinah Temple of the Mystic Shrine in

Chicago. He also holds membership relations with

the Knights of Pythias. He is very fond of hunt-

ing and has indulged his love of this sport in pur-

suit of large and small game in all the game states.

He has never rested upon the reputation of his

father but has made for himself through his indi-

vidual effort a prominent place in the business

world, being recognized as an excellent imiiiager

and a man of keen discernment, while his- re-elec-

tion to the state legislature is proof of his political

prominence and leadership but, moreover, the'fa-

vorable regard expressed concerning him by those

who have known him from his boyhood to the

present time is the best indication of the character

of the man.

CHARLES W. MARSH.

It is astonishing to think how greatly the world

is indebted to De Kalb county for advancement

that has been made in connection with the agri-

cultural development of the country. From this

district have issued some of the greatest inven->

tions that the world has known—inventions whose

value to the farmer is inestimable, in which con-

nection the name of Charles W. Marsh has be-

come a familiar one throughout the United States

and Canada. He is a native of the Dominion, but

spent much of his life in De Kalb county and his

history constitutes no unimportant chapter in its

annals. His birth occurred on a farm near Co-

burg, Ontario, on the 22d of March, 1834, his

parents being Samuel and Tamar ^larsh. In the

paternal line he is descended from William Marsh,

who, fleeing from Kent county, England, in 1650

when the tide of the great civil war in that country

turned against King Charles I, became a resident

of the new world. He was a royalist and in con-

sequence was in danger of losing his life should he

fall into the hands of the followers of Cromwell.

Locating in Connecticut, he became the founder of

a family that has won prominence in New Eng-

land and has sent its members into all parts of

this country to take their place in various callings

of life and business. His youngest son removed

to A^ermont and from the branch of the family of

which he was the progenitor Charles W. Marsh

comes. The mother of our subject was connected

with the Schermerhom family of New York.

At an early age Charles W. Marsh began hir

education and when a youth of ten years was a

student in St. Andrews school in Coburg. Two

3'ears later he entered Victoria College, where he

remained for more than three years, when in

1849 he accompanied his parents on their removal

to Illinois. Notwithstanding the fact that his life

has been' devoted largely to agricultural pursuits

he- has always been of a studious disposition and

spends his leisure hours in familiarizing himself

with subjects that add to his large fund of gen-

eral information. While in college he was especial-

ly fond of languages and mastered Latin and

French, while in later years he has acquired a

good knowledge of Spanish.

The Marsh family on removing to Illinois be-

came residents of De Kalb county. There were

the parents, two sons and a daughter, and the

father and sons successfully operated the land

which the father purchased, transforming it into

a very rich and arable farm. The sons, too, early

displaj'ed superior mechanical ingenuity and were

always improving the farm machinery they used.

They soon began dealing in farm machinery; and

in addition to managing the home place they oper-

ated breaking teams and threshing machines and

also bought and sold lands under the firm name of

C. W. & W. W. Marsh. During the '50s reapers

were generally introduced through northern Illi-

nois. The Marsh brothers had been working with

reapers for two or three seasons previous but did

not purchase a machine until 1856. With all the

reapers of that period, whether hand rake, self
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rake or dropper, the grain was cut and delivered

in gavels upon the ground, the machines saving

labor only in cutting, as the gavels had to be

taken from the stubble and bound as before. Con-

tinually studying to improve machinery, during

the harvesting season of 1857 C. W. & W. W.

Marsh came to the conclusion that two
.
binders

standing upon a machine so constructed as to carry

them and to cut and deliver the grain to them

at the proper height in good shape could bind as

much as four or five men on the ground walking

from gavel to gavel, stooping to the stubble and

gathering the grain therefrom to bind. The result

of their studies was that before the next harvest

they had planned and built with the aid of a

country blacksmith the first harvester—a machine

so constructed as to successfully and practically

carry binders whether manual or automatic, with

which they cut and bound their harvest of 1858.

With this machine the grain was cut, elevated

and then delivered down an incline to the arms of

the manual binders, just as it is now cut, ele-

vated and delivered down an incline to the arms

of an automatic binder. The Marsh h.:.rvester,

carrying its two binders, effected as great a saving

of labor in binding as the reaper had in the labor

of cutting. It did even more, for it furnished the

foundation for the modern harvesting machine,

as it was the first and only machine to which au-

tomatic binders could be successfully attached;

but it was so entirely different from other grain

cutting machinery of that period that its merits

had to be demonstrated and established by general

public use as a carrier of manual binders before

the idea of making it a carrier of an automatio

binder was evolved, and many years elapsed be-

fore this was accomplished.

The decade of the '70s had come before Locke,

the Gordon Brothers, Whittington, Appleby and

others began to attach their respective binders to

the Marsh harvester. From 1858 until 1863 the

firm of C. W. & W. W. Marsh, beside managing

their farm and other business interests, were en-

gaged in perfecting the details of their machine

and endeavoring to interest capitalists in its manu-

facture. In 1863 they arranged with the Stew-

ards, of Piano, Illinois, and established there a

manufactory, so that the harvester was soon after-

ward placed on the market. It was operated so

successfully during the season of 1864 that oth-

ers became interested in its manufacture and a li-

cense was granted to Easter & Gammon, who a few

years later dissolved partnership and divided up
their territory, the business being re-organized by
the former under the name of J. D. Easter & Com-

pany and by the latter under the style of Gammon
& Deering. The shops at Piano were enlarged

from year to year and there the harvesters were

manufactured for the firm of Marsh, Steward &

Company and later for those just named. The

firm of Gammon & Deering soon obtained an in-

terest in the Piano shops and finally purchased the

entire property. In 1869 the Marsh Brothers es-

tablished the Sycamore Marsh Harvester Manufac-

turing Company at Sycamore, Illinois, and in

1876 sold a controlling interest to J. D. Easter &

Company, retiring from the business the following

year. Easter & Company failed and deeply in-

volved the Harvester Company. The Marsh Broth-

ers then came to the rescue but undertook too

much, with the result that in 1881 the business of

the Harvester Company was closed out and was

succeeded by the Marsh Binder Manufacturing

Company. The latter company attempted unsuc-

cessfully to establish a new binder, lost largely and

in 1884 failed, dragging down the Marsh Brothers,

who were too heavily loaded with the debts of the

old concern. Meanwhile the Piano shops had be-

come a great manufacturing plant, turning out

thousands of harvesters annually with some au-

tomatic binders as early as 1874, and increasing

from year to 3'ear until 1879, when the firm of

Gammon & Deering was dissolved and Mr. Deering
removed his interest to Chicago.

In 1885 the Farm Implement News was estab-

lished and C. W. Marsh, being out of the manu-

facturing business at that time, became its editor-

in-chief, which position he has held continuously

since, making this journal of great interest and

benefit to the implement industry. The paper was

a success from the start and now has a wide cir-

culation in this country and abroad, being one of

the leading trade papers of the world. It has been

an important element in bringing to the public a

knowledge of what is being done in the improve-

ment and development of farm machinery and of

possibilities that lie before the agriculturist

through the use of modern implements.
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Thougli not strongly partisan or aggressive in

politics Mr. Marsh has been a republican since the

organization of tlie party. He was elected to

the lower house of the state legislature in 1868

and on the expiration of that term was nominated

and elected to the state senate, for his course in

the lower house had been one which proved en-

tirely satisfactory to his constituents. He was a

wise and able legislator, taking counsel of mature

judgment and supporting measures only after

careful deliberation. He served for twenty con-

secutive years as a trustee of the Northern Hlinois

Hospital for the Insane, leaving that position only

when the democratic party came into control of

the state, and later he was appointed a trustee

by Governor Yates, remaining in the position until

he had completed his twenty-five years of service,

when under GoveTnor Deneen's adminigtration

he resigned. Men of little merit may sometimes

secure a position but they cannot hold it, and

his long continued service stands in incontrovert-

ible evidence of his fidelity and efficiency and is

also indication of the trust repo.sed in him.

On the 1st of January, 1860, Mr. Marsh was

married to Miss Frances Wait, and unto them were

born three children, George C, Mary F. and Fan-

nie S., all of whom are yet living. The mother,

however, died May 12, 1869, and on the 10th of

January, 1881, Mr. Marsh was joined in wedlock

to Miss Sue Kogers. In the county where he has

long resided he has a very wide acquaintance and

his name is equally honored in manufacturing

circles, in legislative halls and in private life.

True, his have been "massive deeds and great"

in one sense and yet what he has accomplished has

been but the fit utilization of the innate talents

which are his. He has been and is distinctively a

man of affairs and one who has wielded a wide in-

fluence, and his capabilities and efforts have gained

Mm prestige as one of the foremost men that the

state of Illinois can claim as a citizen.

HON. DAVID ALEXANDER SYME.

Perhaps no resident of Sycamore has done more

for its development than David Alexander Syme,

whose activity has touched its material progress

and promoted its public interests. He stands as

a high type of that class of American citizens who.

while promoting individual success, also contrib-

ute to the general good. He has lived in Syca-

more since 1868, and his interests are most clcsely

associated with the cit^f
and county. He was born

September 15, 1841, in Ballymena, County Antrim,

Ireland, and is a son of James and Ann (Young)

Syme. The parents were natives of Perthshire,

Scotland, belonging to families long established in

that place.

Mr. Syme of this review gained his commercial

training in two of the largest cities of Ireland.

When fifteen years of age he entered a wholesale

mercantile house in the city of Bel£ast, where he

remained for five years. He then joined some

friends going to Australia and New Zealand and

was engaged in mercantile pursuits and in gold

mining in those countries for a few years, but the

opportunities of the new world attracted him, and

on the 28th of March, 1868, he arrived in Syca-

more, Illinois, becoming at once a factor in its

business life. He began dealing in grain, seeds

and agricultural implements in connection with

his brother, John Syme, the partnership being

maintained for about eight years, when, in 1876,

the business relation was dissovled, David A. Syme

continuing in the grain trade. He extended his

Ijusincss in this line to Kirkland and other points

in the vicinity and for some time was one of the

prominent grain merchants of this part of the

state. He has also dealt extensively in real estate

and as opportunity has offered for judicious invest-

ment he has extended his holdings until he is now

the possessor of more than seventeen hundred

acres of valuable land in this vicinity. He also

has large holdings in the west and northwest. He

was one of the promoters of the Sycamore Preserve

Works and for several years its manager and treas-

urer. He is now president of the Sycamore Na-

tional Bank and also occupies the presidency of the

Bank of West Chicago and is a stockholder in the

First State Bank of Maple Park. He has ever

been watchful of opportunities pointing to success,

has utilized these to the best advantage and has

wrought along modern lines in the development of

business interests of extent and importance which

have made him one of the most prosperous resi-

dents of his adopted county.

His individual interests, however, have not

claimed his entire attention, for he has found
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time to devote to public interests and few if any
have done more for the development of Sycamore

along those lines which are a matter of civic virtue

and of civic pride. He has served as mayor of the

city, has been president of the school board and

also of the Sycamore Chautauqua Association, in

which connection he has contributed to the intel-

lectual progress of the community. He has also

been a liberal donor to the Sycamore public library,

having been chairman of its building committee.

To the work of the library he has devoted consid-

erable time and attention and takes Just pride in

the completion of one of the most modern and

attractive library buildings in northern Illinois.

He is likewise an active member of the Sycamore

Congregational church and belongs to the Congre-

gational Club of Chicago.
On the 3d of February, 1873, Mr. Syme was

married to Miss Margaret E. Morton, of Sycamore,
who was born in Montreal, Canada. Their home
on Somanauk street is one of the handsome resi-

dences of the city, reaching a high ideal of archi-

tectural beauty both in external and interior ar-

rangement. Mr. Syme possesses untiring energy,
is quick of perception, forms his plans readily and

is determined in their execution, and these char-

acteristics have been as strongly manifest in his

public service as in his private interests. His

close application to business and his excellent man-

agement have brought him the high degree of pros-

perity whicli is today his, and the methods which

he has followed have been such as to command
for him unqualified confidence and admiration.

JAMES LYNCH.

In the face of difficulties and obstacles which

would have utterly discouraged many a man of less

resolute purpose James Lynch has worked his

way steadily upward and is now successfully en-

gaged in general farming and in the feeding of cat-

tle in Clinton township, where he owns and culti-

vates two hundred and forty acres of land. He was
born in the state of New York. March 1, 1853,
and is a son of Thomas and Margaret Lynch, who
were natives of Ireland, whence they came to the

United States in early life, settling in New York.

After some years spent in the east they made their

way westward to La Salle county, Illinois, and in

18G5 arrived in De Kalb county, the father pur-

chasing a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in

Shabbona township. Both died in 1878 and only
a week apart. In their family were seven chil-

dren, of whom James is the eldest. The others

were Mary, Anna, George, Thomas, Katie and

Charles, of whom Mary is now deceased, while

Anna and Katie are living in Ottawa, Illinois.

James Lynch was a young lad when brought by
his parents to Illinois, where he has since made his

home. He was educated in the public schools of

La Salle and of De Kalb counties, being a youth of

twelve years at the time of the removal of the

family to Shabbona township. He worked in the

fields through the period of his boyhood, early

gaining practical knowledge of the best methods of

tilling the soil and caring for the crops. In 1879
he was married to Miss Elizabeth Cargan, who was
born in Ireland, September 12, 1859. Her par-
ents were also natives of that country and both died

at the age of seventy-eight years. In their family
were nine children: James, Bridget, Julia, Katie,

Margaret, Marie, William, Jennie and Elizabeth.

The home of Mr. and ]\Irs. Lynch has also been

blessed with nine children: Katie, who was born

December 6, 1880, and is the wife of Charles

Dugan; Margaret E., who was born December 9,

1882, and is the wife of Stephen Powers; James
and Thomas, twins, born September 18, 1886;
William, born August 19, 1891; Marie Elizabeth,
born June 14, 1894; one who died in infancy;
Paul, who was born on the lltli of July, 1898

; and

Helen, born October 7, 1902.

The family home stands in the midst of a fine

farm of two hundred and forty acres of rich and

productive land in Clinton township. The fields

are well tilled and everything about the place is

indicative of the care and labor of the owner. He
is an extensive cattle feeder and this branch of his

business proves very profitable to him. He is an

excellent judge of stock, so that he is enabled to

make careful purchases and profitable sales. A
few years ago he had the misfortune to lose his

home by fire but since that time has erected a .fine

residence and has also put up substantial barns

and outbuildings upon his place, the fami being
now well improved in every particular, while the

owner is classed with the leading agriculturists of

the township. He and his family are members of
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St. James Catholic church at Lee, Illinois, and in

politics Mr. L}'ncli is a democrat. He has been

school director for twentj' years and believes in the

employment of competent teachers. His interest

in community affairs is that of a public-spirited

citizen and one whose loyalty to the general good is

above question. As he has carried on his business

affairs he has met with a goodly measure of pros-

perit}', his life record proving that success is not

a matter of genius, as held by some, nor does it de-

pend upon fortunate circumstances, but may be

acquired through persi.stent, earnest labor.

F. S. AULT.

F. S. Ault is classed among the enterprising

agriculturists of Mayfield, his native township,

where he owns and operates a well improved farm

of one hundred and forty acres, and in addition

to carrying on general farming he also raises stock

to some extent. Mr. Ault was liorn on a farm

in Mayfield township, a son of Matthias and

Sarah Ault, both of whom were born in Pennsyl-

vania and are of German descent. The j-ear 1854

witnessed the arrival of the parents in De Kalb

county, and purchasing a farm of two hundred

acres in Mayfield to'HTiship they settled hero and

this place has been their home to the present time,

being today numbered among the substantial

citizens of this part of the state.

F. S. Ault was reared in much the usual man-

ner of farm lads, early becoming familiar with the

duties and laliors of the home farm, which he as-

sisted in cultivating during the summer seasons,

while in the winter months he pursued his educa-

tion in the district schools near his father's home.

His early education was supplemented by a two

years' course of study at the Illinois State Nor-

mal, at Bloomington. He subsequently accepted
the principalship of the school at Maple Park,

Illinois, continuing in that position for two

years, during which time he gave the utmost

satisfaction in promoting the intellectual develop-

ment of that town and community. His health

finally became impaired and he went to Texas in

the hope of being benefited by the change of

climate. Having recuperated his health, he once

more returned to De Kalb county and purchased

a farm of one hundred and forty acres in May-
field township, and this property has continued to

be his home to the present time. He raises the

cereals best adapted to soil and climate, using the

latest improved farm machinery to facilitate his

labors, and in addition to the cultivation of his

fields, he is also engaged in raising and feeding

stock for the market, and this branch of his busi-

ness is proving a profitable source of income

to him. His well directed labors and capable

management have brought to him a high degree

of prosperity, so that he is today ntimbered among
the leading farmers and stock-raisers of Mayfield

township.

Mr. Ault's study of the political questions and

issues of the day has led him to give stalwart

support to the republican party. He has taken an

active part in local political ranks, having served

as supervisor and assessor, and he likewise acted

on the building committee at the time of the

erection of the new courthouse in Sycamore. He
is a valuable member of the Masonic order, com-

manding the highest esteem of his brethren in the

craft.

:Mr. Ault has spent the greater part of his life

in De Kalb county, so that he has a wide aiid

favorable acquaintance within its borders and his

upright and honorable principles everywhere com-

mand for him the good will and confidence of all

with whom he comes in contact.

EOBEKT P. PENWICK.

Among the prosperous and representative agri-

culturists of Mayfield township may be numbered

Eobert K. Eenwick, who owns and operates one

hundred and fifty-seven acres of well improved
land on section 29. He was born on this place

August 15, 1866, a son of George and Mary

(Young) Eenwick, who were natives of Scotland

and Canada respectively. They came to the United

States in 1835, settling on the farm which is now

the home of our subject.

Eobert E. Eenwick pursued his education in the

district schools near his father's home. He was

early trained to the duties of the home farm, as-

sisting his father in the cultivation of the land and

the care of the crops, so that he was well fitted to
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continue work along tliis line when he started out

in life on his own account. With the exception of

a brief period of two years he has spent his entire

life on this farm and during the years that have

come and gone he has worked diligently and earn-

estly in his efforts to acquire a comiDetence. He
has brought the fields under a high state of culti-

vation and each year harvests rich and abundant

crops as a reward for the care and labor which he

bestows upon the fields. He is practical and pro-

gressive in all that he does, keeping everything

about his place in a good state of repair, so that his

property is numbered among the valuable farms of

Mayfield township.

Choosing a companion and helpmate for life's

journey, Mr. Eenwick was married December 17,

1890, to Miss Alice Rote, a daughter of Samuel

Eote, a farmer of Mayfield township, and his

sketch appears elsewliere in this volume. Two

children, a son and daughter, have come to bless

the home of Mr. and Mrs. Renwick : Clive Duaue,
who was born July 19, 1892; and Gladys Irene,

born May 11, 1900.

Mr. Eenwick gives stalwart support to the re-

publican party and has taken an active interest

in its work, having served as tax collector of his

township, while for the past twelve years he has

served as school director, the cause of education

finding in him a warm friend. Fraternally he is

identified with the Modern Woodmen of America,

belonging to camp No. 47, at Sycamore, while

both he and his wife hold membership relations

mentality, an invincible courage and most deter-

with the Methodist Episcopal church in their

township. They are a highly esteemed couple of

their community, having a host of warm and last-

ing friends, while Mr. Eenwick is everywhere
known as a siibstantial and reliable man in his

business transactions.

SAMUEL A. HALDEMAN.

Samuel A. Haldeman, secretary of the Young
Men's Christian Association, at De Kalb, was born

in Brown county, Kansas, December 16, 1875. His

father, Benjamin Haldeman, was a native of Mont-

gomery county, Pennsylvania, bom September 34,

1847. He was a farmer and also a barber, and

about 1868 he removed from the east to Illinois.

He married Miss Ella E. Smith, whose birth oc-

curred in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, July 11,

1850, and in 1873 they removed to Kansas, where

the death of the wife occurred on the 23d of De-

cember, 1905. Later in the year Mr. Haldeman
returned to Illinois, where he is now living. A
brother and brother-in-law of Mrs. Haldeman were

soldiers in the war and after defending the Union

cause upon southern battle-fields returned in

safety to their homes.

Samuel A. Haldeman began his education in the

common schools of Kansas and completed a course

in Morrill College in that state. After putting

aside his text-books he entered upon newspaper
work and was thus engaged for some time, but

desiring to devote his life to the religious in-

struction of young men through the medium of

the Young Men's Christian Association, he pursued
a special course in training at Lake Geneva, Wis-

consin. He first entered upon his chosen field of

labor in 1901, and for seven months was assistant

secretary at Canton, Illinois. He was then ap-

pointed secretary at Galva, Illinois, where he re-

mained for two and a half years, and on the 10th

of October, 1904, came to De Kalb, accepting

the secretaryship of the association here and has

since remained. He has the society excellently

well organized in its various departments and good
work is being done for the physical, mental and

moral training of boys and men. Mr. Haldeman

is wide-awake, alert and energetic, and an engaging

personality is a factor in his success, combined

with unremitting zeal and earnest purpose. His

sincerity is manifest and his deep and friendly in-

terest is felt by those who come in contact with

him.

Mr. Haldeman was married at Morrill, Kansas,

August 30, 1896, to Miss Mary E. Hill, who was

born in Virden, Macoupin county, Illinois, March

11, 1879. Her parents were Eobert W. and

Melvina (Wilfong) Hill, the latter a native of Illi-

nois. They were the parents of four children,

of whom Mrs. Haldeman was the youngest. The

father was married three times, losing his first

and second wives by death. His second wife was

Emma Pyles, by whom he had one child, and since

her demise he has married Mary Smith. Mr. Hill

served in the war of the Eebellion, being a bugler

of the Fourth Eegiment. He remained with the

armv for four months and was wounded in an en-
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gagement. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Haldeman have

been born two children: Gertrude E., born Sep-

tember 17, 1897; and Miriam L., December 12,

1906.

Mr. Haldeman holds memliership in the ilission

Baptist church and in politics is an independent

republican. He keeps well informed upon the

questions of the day, political and otherwise, and

in touch with the trend of modern thought and

progress. He has won many friends during the

two and a half years of his residence in De Kalb

county and the earnestness of his purpose and his

devotion to duty as he sees it are recognized by

all and have won for him the favorable regard In

wliich ho i? uniformly held.

PRANK LESLIE CARTER.

Frank Leslie Carter, who is engaged in tlie ice

business in De Kalb county, was born in this

county about three and a half miles southwest of

the city of De Kalb, on the 2.5th of March, 1862.

His parents were Clark and Laura E. (Barber)

Carter, of whose family of six children four are

yet living, namely : Clarence W., of Shelby, Mich-

igan ; Emma A., who is the widow of Harry Jack-

son and resides in De Kalb ; Lillie B., the wife of

John Rawson, of De Kalb; and Frank L.

The father is a native of Ohio, born December

16, 1831. During his boyhood days he accom-

panied his iiarents on their removal to the state of

New York and some years afterward to Chicago,

which was then but a small and unimportant

village. In fact, the ground was very swampy and

the location was considered undesirable as a place

of residence, so after a brief period the Carter

family came to De Kalb county, the year of their

arrival here being 1853. At that time Clark Car-

ter and his brother Orlando entered one hundred

and sixty acres of land from the government. Of

this Clark Carter soon became sole owner, his

brother purchasing a neighboring farm. The land

was wild and uncultivated, but with characteristic

energy the father began its development and im-

provement and it was upon this place that his

son, Frank Leslie, was born. In fact, the farm

remained the family hnmo until 1875, when the

father sold the property and removed to De Kalb.

Here he engaged in the livery business, building

the barn now owned by Mike Hanrahan. Seven

years lated he sold his livery business and in the

meantime he had engaged in the machinery and

farm implement business in partnership with Rich-

ard Roberts under the firm name of Carter & Rob-

erts. This connection was continued for five years,

when a change in partnership led to the selection

of the firm style of Carter Brothers, D. H. Carter

having acquired Mr. Roberts' interests. This part-

nership existed for eleven years, when Frank L.

Carter of this review became a member of the

firm as a successor of his uncle. For a year there-

after the business was conducted under the name

of Carter & Son. In 1898 they sold out to Sheets.

Knodle & Company, the father retiring to private

life.

At that time Frank Leslie Carter engaged in the

ice business, in which he has prospered His pro-

gressive methods have been demonstrated in the

success which has attended him and in 1906 he

built an artificial lake near the town, cementing
the sides and bottom. This he fills from a drilled

well, pumping the water by a gasoline engine and

thus obtaining a product absolutely pure. He is

also a heavy buyer of outside ice, which is shipped

to him from Crystal and Geneva lakes, Wiscon-

sin. His patronage has become very extensive and

he is now recognized as one of De Kalb's leading

business men.

Mr. Carter acquired his education in the public

and high schools of De Kalb and as early as his

fifteenth year was employed by the firm of Carter

Brothers, with whom he remained during the

period of their business life. iVbout 1888, in part-

nership with his uncle, D. H. Carter, he purcha.?ed

a steam threshing machine, which was the second

in this section of the country. They operated this

early and late and after the threshing season wa;.

over in Illinois they continued in business in Min-

nesota and the Dakota wheat fields.
^
This proved to

be a most profitable investment, and when Frank

L. Carter purchased his uncle's interest in the im-

plement business he also acquired his interest in

the thresher, which he continued to operate for

four years, when he sold out. He is a man of ex-

cellent business capacity and enterprise, carrying

forward to successful completion whatever he un-

dertakes. He forms his plans readily, is notably
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energetic, prompt and reliable and has made steady

progress on the high road to prosperity.

Mr. Carter was married in 1893 to Miss Julia

E. Mearns, of De Kalb, a daughter of Thomas

Mearns, a retired farmer now deceased. His social

relations are with De Kalb lodge, No. 144, A. F.

& A. M.; De Kalb lodge. No. 215, K. P.; and

the Knights of the Globe He exercises his right

of franchise in support of the men and measures

of the republican party, but is liberal in his views

and at local elections votes for the candidate whom
he regards as best qualified for office. He is now

serving as a member of the board of aldermen of

De Kalb and exercises his official prerogatives in

support of all those plans which have for their

object the substantial develoiament and improve-
ment of the city.

DANIEL B. AEBUCKLE.

With tlie fanning interests of this county Daniel

B. Arbuckle has been identified since reaching
manliood and is today the owner of a fine farm of

one hmidred and eighty acres on section 10, Kings-
ton township. He was born in that township on

the 17th of February, 1845, and has spent his en-

tire life at his birthplace. His father, Joseph

Arbuckle, was a native of Erie county, Pennsyl-

vania, born in 1805, and was reared there, learn-

ing the harness-maker's trade during his youth.
When yet a young man he went to Summit county,

Ohio, where he remained for several years, and

while there he was married to Miss Amanda Smith,
a native of that county, which was also the birth-

place of two of their children. Three other chil-

dren were added to the family after their removal

to niinois. It was in 1839 that they came west,

the journey being made with an ox team, and on

landing in De Kalb county Mr. Arbuckle found

that he had only two dollars and a half in money
and a few household effects, but he immediately
went to work to provide for his family and build

up his fortune in this new and undeveloped coun-

try. He purchased a government claim of eighty

acres and after erecting a house thereon he at once

turned his attention to the raising of crops. For

sixty years he made this place his liome and meet-

ing with good success in his farming operations

he accumulated a vast estate, adding to his prop-

erly a little at a time until he owned one hundred

and fifty acres. He continued to reside upon his

farm until called from this life in 1897, at the ad-

vanced age of ninety-two years. His wife had

died in 1893, at the age of eighty.

Daniel B. Arbuckle is the third m order of birth

in their family of five children and the first of

the number born in Illinois. His early life was

passed amid agricultural scenes and when not in

school, which he attended only through the winter

months, he aided in the work of the farm as his

age and strength permitted. He remained with

his father until he attained his majority and then

rented a farm which he operated for five years

prior to his marriage and for the same length of

time after that event took place. He then bought
the farm, consisting of one hundred and twenty
acres and to its further improvement and cultiva-

tion he devoted his energies until 1887. Selling

that place he purchased his present farm of one

hundred and eighty acres on section 10, Kingston

township, and has since added to and remodeled

the house, has built a good barn, granaries and

substantial outbuildings, has tilled and fenced the

land and now has a well improved farm under

a high state of cultivation. He raises good

graded stock, making a specialty of Poland China

hogs and Durham cattle, usually keeping from

twenty-five to thirty-five milch cows for dairy

purposes.

On the 23d of March, 1871, was celebrated the

marriage of Mr. Arbuckle and Miss Catherine E.

Heckman, a native of Morgan county, Ohio, and a

daughter of Philip Heckman, who came from that

state to Illinois in 1854. Five children blessed

this union, but Fred, the first born, died at the

age of five years. Jennie is the wife of 0. D.

Shierk, of Knoxville, Illinois, and they have three

children. Earl, Marguerite and Dorothy. Sadie E.

is the wife of Guy Harrington, a farmer of Malta

township, and they have three children, Carroll,

Evelyn and Helen. Philip has for the past three

years been a teacher in the military academy at

Upper Alton. He is a graduate of the Belvidere

high school and spent three years at the De Kalb

Normal and the same length of time at the State

University. Frank D., the youngest of the family,

is now at home. He recently resigned from the

United States navy, where he spent four years and
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a half and he liolds the six-inch gunshot champion-

ship of the world, an honor lately conferred upon
him.

Mr. and Mrs. Arbuckle attend the Baptist

church, of Kingston, of which she is a member,
while he is now serving as trustee of the church.

Fraternally he belongs to Kishwaukee lodge, A. F.

& A. M., of Kingston, in which he has held the

office of treasurer, and is also connected with

Kingston camp. M. W. A., of which he was vener-

able consul for one year._ His political support

is given the republican party and he has been called

upon to fill several township offices, being the pres-

ent supervisor, which position he has held for

seven years. He takes a deep interest in educa-

tional affairs and for fifteen years has held the

offices of school director and trustee. The com-

munity recognize in him a valued and useful

citizen, one devoted to the public welfare and no

trust rejjosed in him has ever been betraj'ed.

HON. HAEVEY A. JOXES.

No history of De Kalb county would be com-

plete without mention of Hon. Harvey A. Jones,

the senior member of the bar. His citizenship, too.

has been of that high character which works for

general improvement and progress and the bent

of his active mind has made him take a lively

pleasure in the study of the sciences of govern-

ment. Although he has held but few political of-

fices, he has been a more active and efficient poli-

tician than many who have devoted their undivided

time to public affairs and who have been of far

greater official distinction than has ever fallen to

him. He has been a vigilant and attentive ob-

server of men and measures and his close study of

the conditions of life in all its phases has been one

of the strong elements in his success at the bar.

Mr. Jones was born near Lafayette, Indiana.

October 17, 1837, and is descended from Welsh an-

cestry, the first representative of the family in

America having come from Cardiganshire, South

Wales, and settled on the Delaware Welsh tract

in 1710, where yet stands the old Baptist church,

in which five of his ancestors preached the gospel

prior to the Eevolution and which bears the marks

of many British bullets that were imbedded in its

walls during the struggle for independence. Rev.

David Jones, the great-great-great-grandfather, was

born in Forest ap Llanwenog, Cardiganshire.

Wales, in 1668, and braved the dangers incident to

a voyage at that time, settling in 1710 in New-

castle county, Delaware, where his death occurred

August 20, 1748. He was a Calvinist Methodist

clergyTnan and married Esther Morgan, a daughter

of Morgan ap Ehydrith, chieftain in Cardigan-

shire under Cromwell. Then* son, James Jones

the great-great-grandfather of our subject, was

born in Wales, in 1707, and was brought by his

parents to America in 1710, spending his remain-

ing days in Newcastle county, Delaware, where he

departed this life. May 26, 1786. He was a Bap-
tist clerg}Tnan and served in the American army
under General Gates at the time of the Eevolu-

tionary war as chaplain and surgeon. He mar-

ried Susanna Williams, of the Welsh tract of New-

castle county, Delaware.

Daniel Jones, the grandfather, was born near

Wilmington, Delaware, xA.pril 10, 1754, and died

in Clark county, Ohio, May 12, 1832. His wife

was Mary Alston. He became a pioneer in West

Virginia and for three years resided in Greene

county, Pennsylvania, subsequent to which time

he settled in Clark county, Ohio. Eev. David

Jones was chaplain of the regiments commanded

by Mad Anthony Wayne and Ijy General Gates in

the war for independence. He was a cousin of

Daniel Jones and the grandfather of Horatio

Gates Jones, historian of Philadelphia.

David Jones, father of our subject, was born

near Eichmond, Virginia. February 18, 1798, and

went with his parents to Monongalia county, Vir-

ginia, now West Virginia, when but three years of

age. He became a pioneer resident of Clark

county, Ohio, when a youth of sixteen years and in

early manhood removed to Indiana, where he died

Noveml)er 11, 1849, after assisting in the recla-

mation of that district for the purpose of civiliza-

tion. He wedded Mary Owens, a daughter of Asa

and Deborah (McMunn) Owens, who were south-

ern Quakers, and whose ancestors were of the Ogle-

thorpe settlement at Savannah, Georgia, where the

paternal ancestors of Jefferson Davis also located.

Jonathan Owens, the father of Asa, had his right

hand cut off by the British during the Eevolution

because he would not fight, warfare being contrary

to the teachings of his religion. Asa Owens' peo-
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pie were also from Wales, and, as stated, were con-

nected with the Society of Friends or Quakers.

The ancestors of Deborah McMunn were also

Quakers and came from the north of Ireland, lo-

cating in Georgia with the Oglethorpe settlers. The

Owens family was also established in Clark countV:

Ohio, at a very early day, settling near Dayton, in

1813, and it was in that state that the parents of

our subject were married. During their early mar-

ried life they removed to Tippecanoe county, In-

diana. Their family numbered ten children :

Amanda, who married Benjamin Morehouse, is

now deceased. John M. C, who was among the

early seekers for gold in California, where he es-

tablished his home, later became sheriff of Siski-

you county and died in 1882. Abel went to Ore-

gon. James 0. was graduated from the law de-

partment of the University of Michigan, but later

became a farmer of Indiana. Deborah married

Owen Hill and is now deceased. Lewis was a resi-

dent farmer of Missouri. Levi M., who was a

real-estate agent at Fort Wayne, Indiana, has also

passed away. Harvey A. is the next of the family.

David C. was a graduate of the law department of

the University of Michigan and figured prominent-

ly in political circles in Tippecanoe county, Indi-

ana, but is now deceased.' Asa F. was a physician

and resided on the old homestead at Grand Prairie.

Indiana, until his death.

No event of special importance occurred to vary

the routine of farm life for Harvey A. Jones in

his boyhood days. He worked in the fields through
the summer months and in the winter seasons at-

tended the public schools of the neighborhood until

seventeen years of age, when he matriculated in

Wabash College, at Crawfordsville, Indiana, com-

pleting his literary course, however, in Lombard

University, at Galesburg, Illinois. After leaving

college, in 1861, he went to Missouri, where he en-

gaged in teaching, but after a few months, owing
to the outbreak of the Civil war, he was compelled
to change his plans. Eeturning to Illinois he en-

tered the law office of Hon. A. M. Harrington, of

Geneva, Kane county, under whose direction he

pursued his preliminary reading until 1863, when

he entered the University of Michigan, being grad-

uated from the law department there in 1865. He
located for practice in S^'camore, Illinois, and is

today the oldest member of the De Kalb county

bar, having for about fortv-two vears been con-

nected with the profession at this place. He first

formed a partnership with Daniel B. James, later

county judge, with whom he was associated until

1869. He afterward practiced as a partner oi

Charles A. Bishop, now judge of the sixteenth

judicial circuit, who became associated with him in

1880, after having been a student in his office.

This relation was maintained until the elevation

of Judge Bishop to the bench in 1887. The law

firm was recognized as a most strong and able one

and there were few cases of importance tried in De
Kalb county in which they were not retained for

the defense or the prosecution. In October, 1891,

Mr. Jones formed a j)artnership with C. D. Rogers,

which still continues, and they have a pleasant

suite of rooms above the Sycamore National Bank.

Mr. Jones has practiced in both the state and fed-

eral courts and has been retained on many impor-
tant cases. He recognizes the fact that the trial

of a case depends upon the careful preparation

done in the office and when he enters the court

room he is well qualified for the attack as well as

for the defense, as the ease may be. He studies

his case from every standpoint, martials his evi-

dence with the precision of a military commander

and is logical in his deductions. He presents his

plea with force and earnestness. His mind is nat-

urally analytical and inductive. He never seeks

to cloud his case in any sentimental garb or elus-

ion, but makes it his practice to put into force tho

theory that it is the aim and purpose of the lawyer

to aid the court in arriving at decisions.

Mr. Jones is a valued member of various fra-

ternal organizations. He is well known as a

Knight Templar Mason, affiliates with the Odd
Fellows and the Knights of the Globe. Stanch in

his republicanism, he was presidential elector for

the fifth Illinois district in 1888 and has stanchly

upheld the principle and policy of the party. He
has always been an ardent temperance man and

with voice and pen has labored for the cause, plead-

ing, however, that its interests are best secured

through the republican party than through an in-

dependent temperance organization. Over his pub-
lic and private life there falls no shadow of wrong
nor suspicion of evil, for at all times he has ad-

hered to a high standard of conduct, has been actu-

ated by honorable purposes and in his relations

with his fellowmen has manifested a realization of

individual obligation.



62 PAST AND PEESENT OF DE KALB COUNTY.

Mr. Joues has been particularly hai)py in his

home surroundings, as an ideal companionship has

existed betweeij. himself and his wife, who is a lady

of literary culture and natural refinement. On

the 23d of February, 1861, at the home of Kev.

J. P. Fuller, in Galesburg, was consummated his

marriage to Miss Sarah Dudley Perkins. She was

born October 14, 1838, at St. Charles, then Charles-

ton, Kane county, Illinois, a daughter of Otho

\A'illiams Perkins, who came from Boston, Massa-

chusetts, to Illinois, in June, 1834, settling in

Kane county where his only brother, Ephraim,

was living. Otlio W. Perkins was bom in Hebron,

Grafton county. New Hampshire, June 16, 1806,

and was two years the senior of his brother Eph-

raim. He married Nancy Kelley at St. Charles,

Illinois, Januaiy 6, 1838. She was born in New-

hampton, Belknap county, New Hampshire, July

13, 180T, and was a daughter of Dudley and Eutli

(Dow) Kelley. Her education was obtained in

Newhampton Female Seminary, once the leading

preparatory school of New England. Her father.

who was one of the trustees of the school for many

years was a man of scholarly attainments and de-

voted much of his life to teaching. He was born

in Exeter, a suburb of Brentwood, New Hamp-
shire, in 1761, and was a student of Philips Exeter

Academy. At the age of sixteen years he enlisted

for service in the Revolutionary war. His father

was Darby Kelley, a son of Daniel KeUey, who was

born in Waterford, Ireland, in 1700, and who at

the age of ten years ran away to sea becoming
cabin boy on a ship of which his cousin was cap-

tain. He thus made his way to Portsmouth, New

Hampshire. He then refused to re-cross the ocean

and was left by his kinsman in the new world,

after which he never saw or heard from any of his

people again. He was adopted by the family of

Phillip Huntoon, whose daughter Sarah he mar-

ried when twenty-eight years of age. His second

wife was Sarah Dudley, a granddaughter of the

Eev. Samuel Dudley, of the first Exeter settle-

ment. Eev. Dudley was the eldest son of Governor

Thomas Dudley, second colonial governor of the

Massachusetts colony, and the first wife of Eev.

Dudley was the daughter of Governor Winthrop.

The mother, Nancy (Kelley) Perkins, was Euth

Dow, who was born in Old Hampton, New Hamp-
shire, and her father, Jonathan Dow, was an own

cousin of Lorenzo Dow the eccentric preacher who

visited at the home of Dudley Kelley in 1810,

when Nancy Kelley was three years of age. This

was during Lorenzo Dow's last tour through the

New England states. The American ancestry of

the Dow family was also the ancestry of Neal Dow,
the famous Maine law champion.
The father of Otho Williams Perkins was born

in Ipswich, Massachusetts, and was descended from

"Quartermaster" John Perkins, who came from

GloucestershireEnglandtoSalem in the ship Lyon
in 1628 with Eoger Williams and an ancestor of

Ealph Waldo Emer.son as fellow passengers. From
Salem he went to Ipswich. The wife of Jacob

Perkins was the maternal grandmother of 0. ^^'

Perkins. She bore the maiden name of Hannah
Andrews and was a descendant of Captain Job

Andrews, who located at Ipswich in 1630. Cap-
tain John Andrews was also the ancestor of John

A. Andrews, the war governor of Massachusetts at

the time of hostilities between the north and the

south. The mother of Otho Williams Perkins was

Thirza Dearborn, who died when her son was but

five years of age. She was a descendant of God-

frey Dearborn of the first settlement of Exeter.

New Hampshire, then part of the Massachusetts

colony, who came from' Devonshire, England, in

1628. He was also the American ancestor of Major
General Henry Dearborn, the commander-in-chief

of the war of 1812, and the one for whom Fort

Dearborn, now Chicago, was named. The mother.

Thirza Dearborn, the maternal grandmother of

Otho W. Perkins, was Abigail Ward a daughter of

the Eev. Nathan Ward, who was the first Congre-

gational clergyman of Plymouth, New Hampshire.

Abigail Ward was a descendant of William AVard,

of Sudbury, who was also the ancestor of Artemus

Ward, who was the first provincial major general

in the Eevolution before the selection of Washing-
ton as commander-in-chief.

Mrs. Jones was the eldest of the three children

of Otho W. Perkins, her two brothers dying before

she was eighteen years of age. The youngest,

Otho W. Perkins, Jr., died April 15, 1855, at the

age of fourteen years, and Jonathan Dudley died

July 8, 1856, at the age of sixteen years. Mrs.

Jones attended a select school at St. Charles and

spent one year as a student in St. Agatha's Acad-

emy, Sisters of Mercy, of Chicago, where she was

awarded the gold medal for composition in 1855.

The old academy building before the Chicago fire
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stood upon the present site of Mercy hospital. In

August, 1857, she entered Lombard University, at

Galesburg, for the four years' classical course. At

the same time Mr. Jones was a student there and

they were married while in Galesburg. They be-

came the parents of seven children. Dudley Kel-

ley, the eldest, was born and died at St. Charles.

Illinois, May 5, 18G3. Mary Fuller, born at St.

Charles, May 10, 1863, was married in Sycamore;
November 37, 1884, to Elmer Jerome Baker, p\ib-

lisher and one of the proprietors of the Chicago
Farm Implement News. They have two children :

Ruth Mary, born September 29, 1885; and Elmer

Jerome, born January 13, 1889. Owen Dudley.
born at Sycamore, November 21, 1865, died Janu-

ary 21, 1867. Anna Kelley, born in Sycamore,

February 10, 1869, was married July 10, 1889, to

George Manford Clayberg, of Oak Park, who is

principal of the McKinley high school, Chicago,

and they had four children: Harold Dudley and

Harvey Alston, twins, who wevc born January 24.

1892, but the latter died on the 3d of July of the

same year; Dorothea Marian, born July 27, 1893;
and Georgine M. Clayberg, born in July, 1901.

Harvey Alston, Jr., was born at Sycamore, October

28, 1871, and died April 12, 1880. Sarah Dudley,
born at Sycamore, June 24, 1873, died on the 15th

of July following. David Dudley, born at Syca-

more, July 21, 1874, died April 5, 1880.

Mr. and Mrs. Jones occupy a beautiful home
in Sycamore and are among the most prominent
residents of the city. They have been resi-

dents of the city since 1865 and have been

closely associated with all those movements and in-

terests which have had direct bearing upon the

material, intellectual, moral and social progress.

Mr. Jones has long been recognized as a man of

strong force of character, native intelligence and

marked individuality, and in the practice of law

has been recognized as an ideal follower of his

calling, for. while his devotion to his clients' in-

terests is proverbial, he never forgets that he owes

a higher allegiance to the majesty of the law. He
is today the oldest member of the De Kalb county

bar and is president of the De Kalb County Bar

Association. He is a man of individual native

force and scholarly attainments, owing to his

broad and comprehensive reading. Throughout his

life he has been a student not only of his profes-

sion, but of general literature as well and his life

has been enriched by the thoughts of the master

minds of the ages.

The summer of 1900 Governor Tanner appointed
Mr. Jones a commissioner from Illinois to the

Paris Exposition and Mrs. Jones accompanied him

abroad. They sailed in June with their daughter.

Mrs. Clayberg, from Oak Park, and were joined

abroad by their daughter, Mrs. Baker, and grand-

daughter. Miss Euth M. Baker, who was at school

in France. Together they made a tour of the

principal countries in Europe, Mrs. Jones remain-

ing abroad, most of the time in France and Eng-
land, until October, 1902.

JAMES D. GOEMLEY.

James D. Gorraley, who makes his home in

Pierce township where he carries on general farm-

ing, was born June 1, 1840, in Boston, Massa-

chusetts. He came to Illinois in May, 1852, when

a lad of twelve years in company with liis parents,

James and Mary (Dornley) Gormley. The father

was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, in 1797, and

died in the year 1885. The mother, whose birth

also occurred in County Tyrone in 1801, has like-

wise passed away. The parents came to the new

world in the '30s, settling first in Boston, Massa-

chusetts, and later Mr. Gormley established the

first iron works at Antietam, Georgia. He came

to Illinois in 1851 taking up his abode on the

farm where his son James now resides. The old

home in which he first lived, is still standing, it

being one of the old landmarks of the county, a

mute reminder of the changes which time and man
have wrought.

James D. Gormley, coming to De Kalb county in

early boyhood days, was largely reared upon the

home farm and early became familiar with all the

duties and labors that fall to the lot of an agri-

culturist. He attended the district schools of

Pierce township and after he arrived at years of

maturity made preparations for having a home of

his own by his marriage on the 14th of June,

1876, to Miss Mary Finley, who was born April 11,

1854, and who was also reared and educated in

Pierce township. They have become the parents

of three children : Thomas, who was born April 8,

1877; Mrs. Catherine Coffey, born April 21, 1879;
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ami James 1)., Jr., boru July 1, 1883. Mr. Gorm-

ley and his family are members of the Koman

Catholic church and he gives his political support

to the democracy.

The family home is a valuable farm of two hun-

dred and forty acres of choice land worth between

one hundred and one hundred and twenty-five dol-

lars per acre. Mr. G-onnley has achieved success

by hard work and good management. He started

out in life on his own account, empty-handed, and

today is owner of an excellent property. In the

midst of the farm stands a beautiful residence

which is one of the finest homes in Pierce town-

ship, and in addition are good bams and out-

buildings which furnish ample shelter for grain

and stock. All this has been won through the un-

tiring efforts of Mr. Gormley and he has indeed

led a busy aud useful life. He is, moreover, one

of the prominent and influential men of the com-

munity, respected and esteemed by all who know

him, and that he has the confidence and trust of

his fellow townsmen, is indicated by the fact that

for twenty years consecutively he has been town-

ship supervisor.

MICHAEL MOKEHEART SHELL.\Bi;RaEP.

Michael Moreheart Shellaberger is one of the

most notable characters in the history of Do Kalb.

He has attained that venerable age of eighty-nine

years but in spirit and interest seems a much

younger man, retaining unimpaired his mental

faculties and inventive genius. He is yet an active

worker at the bench where his experiments are

carried on and since attaining the age where

many would put aside the active cares of life he

has brought forth a number of valuable inventions.

Mr. Shellaberger was born in the county of

Northumberland, Pennsylvania, December 27.

1818. His father. David Shellaberger, a native

of Mifflin county. Pennsylvania, was a farmer by

occupation and died at the age of eighty-seven

years, while his wife, Mrs. Catherine (Moreheart)

Shellaberger, died at the age of sixty years. In

the paternal line the family is descended from

Swiss ancestry, the great-grandfather having been

born in Switzerland, while the grandfather was

born in Pennsvlvania. The maternal ancestry, both

in its lineal and collateral liranches, has been dis-

tinctively American since an early period in the

colonization of the new world.

Mr. Shellaberger had most limited educational

privileges and the literary knowledge that he pos-

sesses has been acquired through his own efforts

since he has attained his majority. He has always

had a strong thirst for knowledge and has carried

forward his reading and investigation along many
lines and will continue to be a student to the end

of his days. He says that his greatest pleasure in

his past life has been in thinking, and that he has

put his thought to good use is shown in the fact

that nineteen patents have been granted him upon

inventions which have been evolved through the

clear conception of his brain and hand. Four

thousand dollars were paid him by one manufac-

turing company for the invention of a single ma-

chine beneficial to its plant. In early boyhood he

found it necessary to work on the home farm and

continued to engage in farming until twenty years

of age, but even in his youth his inventive spirit

and ingenuity found tangible form. Fond of

pleasure and especially of skating, and knowing

there would be no ice in the summer time, he in-

vented and constructed a pair of wooden roller

skates, which worked successfully upon the smooth,

dry. hard roads. He therefore claims to be the

first inventor of the roller skate.

Mr. Shellaberger removed from Pennsylvania

to Ohio and afterward came to Illinois, settling at

Joliet. Later he took up his abode in Indiana and

subsequently was a resident of Hamilton, Cald-

well county, Missouri, where for three years he en-

gaged in the hardware business. While thus en-

gaged the manufacture of barb wire fencing was

yet in its incipiency and prices were high. This

caused Mr. Shellaberger to think how best to com-

pete with the trade. He bought a hand-power

machine and made what wire he could sell by hand,

while still in the hardware trade. After selling

out his hardware business he and his son Edward

F. removed to Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, and en-

gaged exclusively in the manufacture of wire

fencing of various styles in partnership with the

Hartman Fence Manufacturing Company, with

which they were connected for five years. They
then sold their interest in the company and in the

fall of 1891 came to De Kalb and commenced the

erection of a buildins in which to manufacture
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wire fencing of various styles uiuler the name of

tlie Do Kalb Fence Company. From the start

until the present time the Ijusiness has been un-

der tlie direct supervision of the son, while Mr.

Shellaberger's part in the enterjjrise is to study out

the construction of machinery best adaj)ted for

their purpose. He finds his greatest pleasure in

such work and believes that no one is too old to do

useful thinking. Fifteen of his patents have been

granted him since he passed the age of sixty-five

years and at present he has a workshop in the gar-

ret of his pleasant home, where, as he says, he can

make his mechanical thoughts visible with tools.

Mr. Shellaberger has a military experience cov-

ering five years, during which time he conducted

himself in such a manner that no charge of misde-

meanor was ever preferred against him. In 1841

he enlisted in the Fourth Regiment, United States

Infantry, becoming a member of Company A. Two

years later General Grant became second lieuten-

ant of the company and General Taylor was in

command when Mr. Shellaberger was discharged

at Cor]>us Christi, Texas, on the expiration of his

term of enlistment. He was then acting as ser-

geant of his company. On the 22d of December.

1842, his regiment became engaged in an Indian

fight in the Everglades of southern Florida, and

this was the only place where he saw dead soldiers

buried under the water in tlie places where they

fell, pierced by Indian bullets. His experiences

aljout this time are l)pst told in his own words after

five years of service :

"I was oflered fifty-two dollars per month and

double rations if I would remain with the regiment
in the f|uartermaster"s employ during the Mexican

war, but having already served five years under

military restriction, fifty-two dollars per month

with double rations was no inducement for me to

remain with tlie good old regiment any longer. So,

after receiving my discharge and once more becom-

ing my own boss, I bought a Mexican pony and

saddle, for wliich I paid twelve dollars, and on the

17th of November, 1845, started from Corpus

Christi, in southwestern Texas, with my pony out-

fit and five days' rations, for Alexandria on the

Ped river in Louisiana. The distance thus trav-

eled with two companions, who knew the route,

was six hundred miles. The first half of the dis-

tance was but sparsely settled by white men and

we found but one familv in the first one hundred

and forty miles but plenty of uncivilized Indians,

We had to be very cautious the first sixty miles

owing to the treachery of these southwest Indians.

In this section the price of good prairie land at

that time was from six and a quarter to twelve

and a half cents per acre. The most interesting

natural view I beheld in making my homeward

journey through the wilds of southern Texas was

a small body of clear water, known as Sour lake,

the water tasting of citric acid, but why it thus

tasted was not known until long afterward, when

it was found that the great pressure of an unknown

quantity of coal oil and natural gas underlying

the bed of the lake forced the gas through the

jiorous earth into the water, causing white bub-

bles filled with gas to rise and explode, causing the

water to become of an acid taste. Strange indeed

was this to me at that time for the reason that I

was entirely ignorant of the force and laws of

nature, but being of an inquisitive turn of mind

from my childhood days down to the present and

ever striving foi;,J<nowledge based on truth, I know

morg-; today-' thsfii;,yesterday and tlie phenomenon
abo've^aflnul-ed'4i5*ls no longer a mystery. The secret

is no longer hidden, as men have tapped the earth

on the'-teorde'rS' of -Sour lake and it is now embel-

lish*d'-with coal oil and natural gas wells. Had I

known sLxty-two years ago what I now know I

would have bought five hundred acres of land bor-

dering the lake, as I had ample money to pay for

the land at the prices held and still have enough
left to pay my traveling expenses home. But as

ignorance is so much easier retained than success-

ful knowledge gained, I live without worrying over

the past."

Following his discharge from the army Mr.

Shellaberger was married on the 9th of December,

1847, in Covington, Miami county, Ohio, to Miss

Elizabeth Jane Young, of that place. Unto them

were born six children, four sons and two daugh-

ters, all of whom are now married and have homes

of their own. During his army service Mr. Shel-

laberger was stationed for a time on the site of the

present city of Tampa, Florida, which state was

then under territorial rule, and where the city

now is was a military camp covered with under-

brush and live oak trees. This property still be-

longs to the government and has been unmolested

save that the underbrush has been cleared away.

Mr. Shellaberger was often selected bv his com-
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mantling officer to fire the morning and evening

gun under one of these live oalv trees. After an

absence of fifty-four years he returned to this spot

in company with his wife, being at that time on a

pleasure trip. They visited many noted places in

Florida, including Tampa, and Mrs. Shellaberger

was greatly interested in seeing the tree under

which her husband had fired a cannon during his

soldier career and of which she had often heard

him speak.

In many respects Mr. Shellaberger is a remark-

able man. Though now eighty-nine years of age

he still displays great activity and finds much de-

light in working out inventions and in studying

out new ideas, many of which have taken tangible

form. He is a man of sterling character, who

started out without financial aid but who has,

through the careful management of his business

interests, worked his way up from a humble po-

sition to one of wealth. He is a most interesting

and entertaining man, with whom it is a delight

to meet and converse, and in De Kalb is numbered

among the most honored, respected and valued

citizens.

HAEMOX M. STAEK.

Harmon ]\I. Stark, living in Kingston township,

is one of the honored veterans of the Civil war,

whose military record was most creditable. He
is well known in both business and social circles

in his county and is a worthy representative of one

of the honored pioneer families so that he well

deserves mention in this volume. His birth oc-

curred at Sycamore, on the 5th of July, 1842, and

he is a son of Marshall Stark, who was born in

Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, August 12, 1813.

He was a most prominent pioneer settler and the

first sheriff of the county. The paternal grand-

parents, Oliver and Betsy (Dixon) Stark, were

both natives of the Keystone state and were de-

scended from old New England stock, tracing the

line back to the same ancestry from which General

Stark of Eevolutionary fame was descended.

Marshall Stark was reared in the county of his

nativity and after acquiring a good education de-

voted his early life to teaching school during the

•printer months, while in the summer seasons he

was engaged in the work of the farm. The tide

of immigration was steadily flowing westward,

bringing to the Mississippi valley hundreds of sub-

stantial settlers from the older east who recognized

the natural resources of the country and began its

development. In the summer of 1835 Marshall

Stark made his way to Illinois and secured a claim

near Rockford in Winnebago county, but made no

permanent settlement at that time. On returning

to Pennsylvania he taught school through the suc-

ceeding winter, but in the spring of 1837 he again

came to De Kalb county, locating a claim on what

are now sections 20 and 21, Sycamore township.

He purchased his land from the government when

it was placed upon the market and in true pioneer

style began life in the west, his home being a log

cabin which he built near the timber. He turned

the first furrows in the fields and continued the

work of improving the farm until the fall of

1841. when he again went to Pennsylvania, being

married there on the 5th of October of that year

to Miss Louisa Tyler, a native of Susquehanna

county, Pennsylvania, born December 16, 1820,

and a daughter of Royal and Mary (Southwick)

Tyler, both of whom were natives of Connecticut.

They settled in Pennsylvania in the fall of 1820

and there the daughter, Louisa, was reared to

womanhood.

Two weeks after their marriage Mr. and Mrs.

Stark started for their new home in the west,

driving across the countrj' with horse teams. The

log cabin remained their place of abode for three

years and was then replaced by a more comfortable

and pretentious frame residence, in which they

resided for a long period. Careful of e.xpenditures,

industrious and energetic work, Mr. Stark entered

upon an era of prosperity that gained him the

reputation of being one of the most energetic,

thrifty and capable business men in De Kalb

county. His fitness for official service was also

recognized and in 1848 he was elected sheriff of

the county, in which capacity he served for three

years. At the beginning of his service he removed

to Sycamore and during his term of office he

opened a hotel in Sycamore, which he conducted

for six years. At the end of that time, however,

he sold out his business interests in the county

seat in 1853 and returned to his farm, which

comprised five hundred acres of fine land, well
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improved and conveniently and pleasantly located

about a mile and a half from Sycamore. He was

called to several public offices, serving as assessor,

school director and supervisor of his township,
and was a member of the county board at the time

of his death. He did not confine his attention to

one line of business, but extended his efforts to

other fields of activity and became extensively in-

terested in the lumber business, spending two

winters in the pineries of Michigan. In 1874, in

partnership with his son, Theron M., he established

a large lumberyard in Sycamore, which he carried

on with pronounced success until his death on the

26th of December, 1882, when he was sixty-nine

years of age. He also engaged in buying and sell-

ing stock and grain for many years and that busi-

ness proved equally profitable. In fact he carried

forward to successful completion whatever he un-

dertook, and his energy, ready adaptability and

far-sighted sagacity constituted the salient factors

in his finanical advancement. Both he and his

wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal,

church of Sycamore, to the support of which they

contributed liberally, making generous donations

also for the erection of the house of worship and.

taking a helpful part in many of the church activi-

ties. Mrs. Stark survived her husband for about

ten 3'ears and died July 1, 1892. They were the

parents of ten cliildren.

Harmon M. Stark, the oldest of the family, is

indebted to the public-school system of De Kalb

county for the educational privileges which he

enjoyed in his youth. Lessons of industry and

economy wei'e early impressed upon his mind and

he came to know the value of unfaltering and hon-

orable labor. Throughout his entire life he has

followed farming and stock-raising save at the

period of the Civil war when he put aside all busi-

ness and personal considerations and offered his

aid to the government. When the call to arms was

sounded he was about eighteen years of age. When

twenty years of age he enlisted, on the 9th of

August, 1862, as a mcmlier of Company C, One

Hundred and Fifth Illinois Infantry, the regi-

ment being assigned to the Twentieth Corps. He

joined the army as a private and was content to

follow the old flag without official rank, earnestly

desiring to aid in the preservation of the Union.

He participated in many important engagements.

including the battles of Eesaca, Peach Tree Creek

and the Atlanta campaign, followed by the cele-

brated march to the sea under Sherman after the

surrender of the city of Atlanta. He was in the

.siege of Savannah and in a number of hotly con-

tested skirmishes and after participating in the

military movements in the Carolinas and Virginia,

he took part in the grand review at Wa.shington,

D. C, when the victorious army marched through
tlie streets of the city and passed a stand erected

on the grounds of the White House on which

stood the president to review the returning troops.

Mr. Stark was in the army for two years and ten

months and was mustered out on the 7th of June,

1865.

When Ihe war was over Mr. Stark returned to

Sycamore and began farming in De Kalb county.

Here he has since carried on general agricultural

])Hrsuits save for five years devoted to the tilling

of soil in Buchanan county, Iowa. He returned

to Ivingstbn. township in 1874, having first located

bn the'ili'homestead there in 1865. He has since

carried on the work of the farm, which presents a

splendid appearance, in keeping with the model

farms of the county.

Mr. Stark was first married, at Beloit, Wiscon-

sin, to Miss Mary J. Patten, who died in April,

1875, leaving four children : James M., who was a

veterinary surgeon and passed away in January,

1900; Louisa M., wife of Dr. E. A. Buxlow, of

Vinton, Iowa; Herbert H., who is living in Syca-
more

; and Emma J., who is also in Vinton, Iowa.

On the 3d of October, 1877, Mr. Stark was mar-

ried to Miss Susie Clark, a native of Kirkland

township, and daughter of Eobert and Susan

Clark, who came from England in 1855. Both

were natives of that country, born in Cambridge-
shire and Lincolnshire, respectively. Three chil-

dren have been born of this marriage : Grace M.,

wife of William Armbruster of Kingston town-

ship, by whom she has two children ; Henry M.,

who wedded Miss Mary M. Wilson, daughter of

F. L. Wilson, now of Iowa, but formerly of De

Kalb county, and they have one son; and Ray E.,

the youngest of the family, at home.

Mr. Stark owns and operates a finely improve(^

farm of one hundred and sixty acres in addition

to which he cultivates another quarter section oi

land. In his farming methods he is practical and
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progressive and the rotation of crops and judicious

^isp of fertilizers and all the modern helps to farm-

inu-. make his -work profitahlo. In politics he is

a republican. He belongs to the Grand Army
post and has been commander of Barnes post. No.

295, of Kingston, for several years, a fact which

shows how high a position ho occU])ies in the re-

gain! of his comrades who wore the blue. He like-

wise belongs to the IMasonic lodge of Kingston and

the commandery at Sycamore, and l)oth he and his

wife are members of the Order of the Eastern Star.

He is also affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of

America at Kingston and witli tlie Knights of the

Globe, and ]Mrs. Stark is a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church of Kingston. Mr. Stark

is very popular Ijoth socially and in business cir-

cles, where he is known for his thorough reliability,

his enterprise and his progressive methods. Those

who come within the closer circle of his friendship
can always count upon his loyalty, and true worth

can always win his friendship. He is a prominent

representative of one of the old pioneer families

of the county and has made a record wliicli justly

entitles him to representation in tlii;^ volume.

r. J. POBSTMAN.

F. J. Pobstman, who carries on general agri-

cultural pursuits in Pierce township, was born in

Delaware county, New York, September 4, 1858.

His parents were George and Margaret (Vuirich)

Pobstman, and the father was born in Germany,
July 18, 1802. He came to America in the '40!,,

settling in New York where he resided until 1866

when he brought his family to Illinois. He was
a shoemaker by trade and followed that pursuit
for some time or until he took up his abode upon
the farm where his son, F. J. Pobstman, now re-

sides. There he continued to make his home until

his death, February 19, 1892.

F. J. Pobstman was a young lad of eight sum-
mers when he left his native state and came with

his parents to Illinois. He lived at Cortland for

two years at the end of which time the family re-

moved to the farm upon which he yet makes his

home. Here he was reared to general agricultural

pursuits and in the district schools of Pierce town-

ship acquired his education. He now owns two

hundred and twenty-nine acres of choice land on

sections 3 and 4, worth between one hundred and

twenty-five and one hundred and fifty dollars per
acre.

On the 5th of February, 1884, Mr. Pobstman
was married to Miss Elizabeth Kauth, who was
born June 9, 1863. They became the parents of

eight children: George J., born May 10, 1885;

Mary M., born March 24, 1887; Esther A., born

February 6, 1892; James F., born December 27,
1893

; Isadore E., born May 10, 1895
; Alice J., l)orn

January 26, 1898; Harold N., liorn June 28, 1901
;

and Frederick F.. born September 15, 1904. Mrs.

Pobstman was a daughter of Peter and Margaret
(Bartz) Kauth. Her father was born September
29. 1827, and died March 8, 1904, while the

mother's birth occurred in Prussia, Germany,
which was also the natal place of her husband.

They came to the United States in the '40s, set-

tling at Lament, Illinois, where they resided for a

few years, afterward removing to Wisconsin. It

was in the public schools of the latter state that

Mrs. Pobstman was educated.

In religious faith the family are Eoman Cath-

olics while in political belief Mr. Pobstman is a

democrat. He belongs to Port Clinton camp, No.
2GG2, M. W. A., of which he is a charter member.
His life has been characterized by untiring toil

and good management and in this way he has ac-

cumulated a comfortable fortune so that he is

now enabled to provide his family with all the

necessities, many of the comforts and some of the

luxuries of life. His fellow citizens speak of him
and his family in terms of high praise and warm
regard. Mr. Pobstman indeed deserves much
credit for what he has accomplished and his life

record should serve as a source of in.spiration and

encouragement to others, showing what may be ac-

complished wlien one has the will to dare and do.

HENEY F. CONDON.

It is a utilitarian age. and in no other period in

the world's history has there been such rapid ad-

vance in the line of invention of useful articles.

im])lements and machinery which lessen labor and

promote trade. America is the exponent of this

spirit, her inventions far exceeding those of other
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countries in number and practical utility. Henry
F. Condon, of De Kalb, well known as an inventor

and manufacturer has given to the world many
valuable devices—the tangible evidence of a fertile

brain and skilled hand.

He was born in Will county, Illinois, May 13,

1853. His father, John Condon, was a native of

Mitchellstown, County Cork, Ireland, while the

mother, Mrs. Eliza (Davelin) Condon, was born

in County Down, Ireland. She came to America

at the age of thirteen years, settling in Canada,
where she gave her hand in marriage to John

Condon, who had crossed the Atlantic at the age
of fifteen. They came to Illinois in 1831, settling

in Will county. The father was a farmer by oc-

cupation, thus providing for his family, which

numbered fifteen children, of whom Henry F. was

the seventh in order of birth. In 1852 Mr. Con-

don sold his property in AVill county and removed

to De Kalb county, settling on a farm in May-
field township, where he lived for a considerable

period, giving his time and energies to the culti-

vation of the fields and the care of the crops. Later

he retired from active business life and took up
his abode in De Kalb, where both he and his wife

passed away.

Henry F. Condon began his education in the

country schools of De Kalb county and completed
his studies in the high school of Sycamore. After

leaving school he learned the carpenter's and build-

er's trade, which he followed for fifteen years, and

about 1890 he became associated with J. F. Glid-

den, the inventor of barbed wire. He has from

early youth displayed marked mechanical skill and

ingenuity, and entering the Glidden w-orks, he

turned his atttention to the invention of different

articles, among which is a folding mouth speculum
for horses, for the use of veterinary surgeons. His

inventions also include a tubular farm gate, exclu-

sively of steel, which was the first of its kind. He
likewise invented an automatic pipe bending ma-

chine, so constructed as to bend the pipe without

the use of fire or filling, and upon this he has se-

cured four patents. Another invention of im-

portance is a humane driving bit for horses, which

is being manufactured by 0. B. North & Company,
of Hartford, Connecticut, and is having a large

sale, being manufactured on a royalty. Later Mr.

Condon turned his attention to hardware special-

ties and his inventions in this line include a sim-

ple and useful tool for lacing heavy belts, a very

complete article which has no competition, also a

suit hanger, so simple and complete that it is

revolutionizing trade in that respect. He has

likewise produced an angular hoe for removing
the overgrowing grass from cement sidewalks, and
this is also the only one of the kind on the mar-
ket. A steel wdre mop which is entirely new
in its construction is likewise attracting the at-

tention of the entire country in its simplicity and

usefulness. Mr. Condon's mind continually dwells

upon the study of mechanical problems and the

evolution of different devices, implements and ma-

chines, and his labor has been of direct benefit to

the world along these lines. He has brought forth

two valuable inventions in connection with the

famous Glidden patent, for which he received con-

siderable money. He also has invented several

important improvements on automobiles, including
a flexible steel tire protector, an anti-skid device

and a gravity steering device, also the four-wheel

drive and a four-wheel steering device. He has

thirty-eight patents. He is a man of broad,

scholarly attainments along scientific lines, espe-

cially in the development of mechanical construc-

tion, and he has furnished much valuable informa-

tion to Chicago papers and to Tli& Iron Age.

Mr. Condon was married in De Kalb, August

18, 1879, to Miss Margaret Carton, who was born

in County Wexford, Ireland, in 1854, and came to

America at the age of sixteen years, settling in

De Kalb county. Her father was James Carton,

a farmer of this county, and her mother was Mary

Dougharty. Both were born in Ireland, wdiere their

marriage was celebrated. They became the par-

ents of four children, Mrs. Condon being the

youngest, and by her marriage she has also four

children, John Emmett, Mary E.. James Henry
and Andrew- H.

In politics Mr. Condon is an independent demo-

crat. He has never sought office, preferring to

concentrate his time and energies upon business

interests. His industry and genius have been the

key which have unlocked for him the portals of

success, and he has made his way in the world by

his diligence, perseverance and inventive power

until today he has an ample income from hxs

royalties. He and his family live at No. 141 John

street, in a beautiful home, where comfort and hos-

pitality are the leading factors. Mr. Condon is a
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man of broad, general information, possessing a

very retentive memory and a wonderful store-

house of knowledge. He can give the day and date

of the most important inventions of the world

and interesting data concerning the men who have

brought these forth. He is quick to recognize and

improve opportunities, is generous in his sympathy

and manifests in his life the traits of a true and

noble gentleman.

DANIEL PIEECE.

Few men who attain the age of eighty-eighl

years bear so few of the marks and scars of the

warfare of business life as did Daniel Pierce. In

a vast majority of cases those who attain a large

measure of success cannot justly claim that theii

paths have not been strewn with the wrecks oi

other men's fortunes. Daniel Pierce, however,

was one who from a most humble financial posi-

tion worked his way upward to wealth and promi'

nence and at the same time enjoyed in full meas-

ure the honor and respect of his fellowmen by

reason of the straightforward business policy which

he ever followed. Coming to De Kalb county

w-hen there were still many evidences of frontier

life here, he figured for almost a half century as

one of its leading citizens, becoming known

throughout northern Illinois as an able financier.

Moreover, his word was as good as any bond sol-

emnized l)y signature or seal and today his name

is honored and his memory cherished by all wlio

knew him. His was a stalwart manliood and as

the years passed he grew in that intellectual and

moral strength which makes a life record an

example to the young and an inspiration to

the aged.

Mr. Pierce was a native of the town of Never-

sink, Sullivan county. New York, and the dat'-:

of his birth was July 18, 1814. His parents were

Joseph and Elizabeth (Cargill) Pierce, the former

a native of ^Yestchester county, New York, whence;

he removed to Sullivan county when fifteen years

of age. Having attained his majority, he w:is

there married to Miss Elizabeth Cargill and at

the years passed six children were added to the

family
—William. Pollv. John, Daniel, Penelope

and Catherine. The father, however, died ir

March, Iblti, at the comparatively early age of

thirty-one years, and three years later Mrs. Pierct

became the wife of Edward Porter.

Daniel Pierce was but five years of age at the

time of his father's death and when a youth of

but twelve years started out to earn his own liv-

icg. He worked for seven months at a wage of

three dollars per month. The opportunity which

most boys enjoy of attending school and thereby

preparing for the later responsible duties of life

was denied him, owing to the necessity of pro-

viding for his own livelUiood. His youth was a

period of unremitting toil and labor, such as was

common to the farm hand of that day, who rose

early in the morning and continued his labor:

in the fields until night came. Desirous of en-

joying educational privileges, he would work dur

ing the winter months for his board and the oppor-

tunity of attending school. In the summer months

his undivided attention was gi%-en to farm labor

and when he attained his majority he rented

land and began farming on his own account.

Mr. Pierce sought and obtained a companion

and helpmate for life's journey through his mar-

riage on the 17th of December, 1835, to Miss

Phelie J. Brundage, a native of Orange county,

New York, born August 17, 1818. Her parents

were Abijah and Sarah (Lane) Brundage. The

father, whose birth occurred April 23, 1781, served

his country as a soldier in the war of 1818 and

followed farming as a life occupation, continuing

in that pursuit until his death, wdiich occurred

ir. Sullivan county, April 23, 1850. His wife,

who was born September 23, 1786, died October

21, 1837. Abijah Brundage was the son of John

and Martha (Ogden) Brundage, the former born

February 12, 1733, and passing away February 9,

1796, while the latter, born December 10. 1738,

died October 28, 1799. Mr. and Mrs. Pierce be-

came the parents of three children but the first

born died in infancy. Eleanor became the wife ol

A. W. Townsend and died December 20, 190 i.

Sarah became the wife of G. P. AVild, cashier o'

the banking house of Daniel Pierce & Company,
and died June 11, 1896. The mother, Mrs. Pierce,

passed away October 4, 1876, leaving many friends

to mourn her loss. She had indeed been a faith-
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ful companion and helpmate to her husband for

more tlian forty years.

Following their marriage Mr. Pierce operated
the old homestead farm for four years and then

purchased the lease of a farm in a different local-

ity, which he operated five years, and upon a

third farm he remained until 1848, when he pur-
chased the titles of three farms in Sullivan county,
New York, including the old homestead. At a

later date he became a resident of Deeming, Ulster

county. New York, where for two years he owned

an interest in a tannery. Reflection concerning
the business conditions of the country led him i,o

the belief that he might have better opportunities

in the new but rapidly growing west and accord-

ingly he made his way to Illinois after selling the

greater part of his possessions in his native county.
He arrived in De Kalb county in 18.55 and through
the succeeding year cultivated a rented farm ii'

Mayfield township. In 185G, however, he took

up his abode in Sycamore, where he engaged in

the real-estate business, buying and selling both

improved and unimproved farm property. His

time was thus occupied until 1807, when he be-

lieved a still more advantageous field was opened
to him and he organized the banking firm of

Pierce, Dean & Company. He became the active

manager of the new institution, which operated
under the original name until 1883, when it be-

came Pierce & Dean, to be succeeded in 1888 by
Daniel Pierce & Company. Mr. Pierce remained

at the head of the institution for a long period
but in the later years practically lived retired

although he devoted considerable time to the

supervision of his investments in Iowa property.

The bank from the beginning was regarded as one

of the safest financial institutions in the state

He inaugurated a conservative policy and his per-

sonal integrity and enterprise won for the bank

unifonn confidence and trust from the public.

The patronage therefore grew to gratifying pro-

portions and from the beginning the enterprise

was very profitable. A contemporary biographer,

wilting before his death, said of him, "For more

th.an forty years Mr. Pierce has ranked among
the ablest financiers of northern Illinois. Suc-

cessful beyond even his own highest expectations,

he has added to his possessions until he is the

owner of many large and productitve farms in

De Kalb county and several thousand acres in

Iowa and other western states. While his early
education was limited, by reading and observa-
tion he became well informed and his judgment
01 men and affairs, especially as affecting financial

interests, has been almost infallible. He always
knew when to buy and when to sell a piece o£
real estate and the fluctuations in the money mar-
ket were generally foreseen by him. His word
was always kept inviolate and a promise made
by him was fulfilled to the letter."

Daniel Pierce continued to make his home in

De Kalb county until he was called from this life

ou the 27th of April, 1902, when in the eighty-
eighth year of his age. For forty-seven years
he had lived in Illinois and throughout this period
had borne an unassailable reputation for strict,

unswerving business integrity. He was recog-
nized as a strong man, strong in his honor and
his good name, in his purpose and in his accom-

plishments, and his work was so closely associated

with the financial history of this part of the stare

ai, .to render it. imperative that mention be made
of ;"hini

^ijj
this volume, else the history of the

county will be incomplete.

NATHANIEL BUZZELL.

Nathaniel Buzzell, a retired farmer residing in

Sycamore, was born in Kane county, Illinois, Jan-

uary 18, 1850. His father, Daniel P. Buzzell, was

a native of Vermont and died at the age of sixty-

five years upon a farm about seven miles from

Sycamore. He had been left an orphan at the

age of six years and afterward made his home with

an uncle, with whom he came to this state in

1835. Only three years before the Black Hawk
war had occurred, which practically ended the

reign of the Indians in this state, but there were

many evidences of pioneer life and the family had

to endure all of the hardships and privations in-

cident to settling on the frontier. They took up
their abode where the city of Elgin now stands,

but the place at that time contained only three log

houses. Daniel Buzzell was rcareil in that locality

upon a farm, sharing in all of the hardships and

privations of pioneer life and aiding in the arduous

task of developing new land. He was married

there on the 15th of December, 1846, to Miss
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Lucina Henrj', who was born December 1, 1829,

and ^ras therefore about eight years his junior, for

his birth had occurred on the 27th of June, 1821.

In 1852 they removed to De Kalb coimty, where

Mr. Buzzell purchased eighty acres of land upon
which only slight improvements had been made.

He bought the crops and land for three hundred

and fifty dollars and began the further develop-

ment of the place, making his home there until

his death. He was a practical farmer, accom-

plishing what he undertook, and as the years went

by he met with success, leaving an estate valued

at twenty thousand dollars. He was born June

27, 1821, and died on the 1st of May, 1886, being

at that time about sixty-five years of age. His

wife survived him for about three years, passing

away March 23, 1889. They were the parents of

ten children: Lydia J., the wife of Abram Cook

of California; Nathaniel, of this review; Henry,
a resident farmer of Franklin county, Iowa;

George, who died at the age of twenty-four years;

Orrin, who is living on a farm in Sycamore town-

ship ; Ira, a resident farmer of Tracy, Minnesota
;

Mary, the wife of S. J. ilason, who is near Iowa

Falls, Iowa; Lottie, wlio is living in Iowa Falls;

Otis S., a farmer whose home is in Sycamore town-

ship; and Ada, the wife of George Bumb of Iowa

Falls.

The boyhood days of Nathaniel Buzzell were

passed upon the home farm, the pleasures of the

playground, the duties of the schoolroom and the

work of the fields occupying his time and atten-

tion. In the fall of 1871 he bought twenty acres

of land. Later he sold that property and invested

in one hundred and twenty-two acres on sections

10 and 1.3, which at that time had been improved
but little. He still owns the farm, which is now
an excellent property. In its midst stand fine

buildings, including an attractive residence and

substantial outbuildings for the shelter of grain
and stock. These are a monument to his thrift

and enterprise, having been erected by him. He
also laid over three miles of tiling on his place.
He engaged in dairy farming until about a year

ago, when he retired from active business life and
removed to Sycamore, where he now owns and oc-

cupies a nice home at No. 473 East Elm street.

On the 4th of October, 1871, Mr. Buzzell was

married to Miss Nettie A. Lawrence, whose birth

occurred in DeKalb countv, a daughter of Will-

iam C. Lawrence, one of the early settlers of this

part of the state. Six children graced this mar-

riage but the youngest died in infancy. The others

are : Carrie May, now the wife of John E. Perry,

who is living near Elgin in Kane county, Illinois
;

Nora Edna, the wife of Arthur Helson, of Cort-

land township, this county ; Mary, at home ; Jesse,

who married Miss Loraine Hall and lives upon
his fathers farm; and Florence, at home. The

family attend the Methodist Episcopal church and

Mr. Buzzell gives his political allegiance to the

republican party but has no aspiration for oiSee.

The rest which he is now enjoying is richly mer-

ited, for in former years he led a most active and

energetic life and his diligence and industry con-

stituted the basis of an honorable success.

ABRAM ELLWOOD.

The name of Ellwood has figured in connection

with the history of De Kalb county since 1837,

when Reuben Ellwood, father of Abram Ellwood.

came to Illinois and entered a claim of one hundred

and sistv' acres of land near Sycamore. He was

then a youth of but sixteen years and during the

four succeeding years he was employed upon dif-

ferent farms in the locality and at the same time

secured the title to his own claim by meeting re-

q^iirements of the law in regard to entering land.

For many years he was spoken of as the most dis-

tinguished citizen of De Kalb count}'.

His birth occurred in Minden, Jlontgomery

countv'. New York, February 17, 1821. his parents

being Abraham and Sarah (DeLong) Ellwood. At

the usual age he entered the public schools, but

his opportunities for attendance were somewhat

limited, and the more extended and valuable les-

sons of his life were learned in the school of ex-

perience. He was an apt scholar, however, and his

ready adaptability to the changing conditions

which life brings enabled him to make the most

of his opportunities and win for himself a promi-

nent place and an honored name in business cir-

cles in the county in which he so long lived. He
was ambitious, resolute and detennined, and it was

these qualities which enabled liim when only six-

teen years of age to leave his home in the Empire
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state that ]ie might enjoy the broader business op-

portunities of the new but growing west.

As stated, he came to De Kalb county and se-

cured a claim of one hundred and thirty-seven

acres, working for four years at farm labor until

he had secured the title to his property. He then

returned to his old home in New York and after

a brief period entered the Cherry Valley Semi-

nary, where he remained a student for six months,

desirous of acquiring a better education than had

been previously permitted him. He then went to

Glenville, Schenectady county, New York, where

he engaged in raising broom com and in the man-

ufacture of brooms, continuing in that line of

business for about eight years. The year 1857

witnessed his return to De Kalb county and he

joined his brother Alonzo in the conduct of a gen-
eral hardware store at Sycamore. He also began

operating in real estate and in 1870 he began the

manufacture of agricultural implements in Syca-
more. Five years later work was begun on the

construction of the large buildings which were

afterward used by the E. EUwood Manufacturing

Company, in which Mr. EUwood invested about

fifty thousand dollars. To the development of his

manufacturing industries he gave undivided at-

tention until the enterprise became one of the fore-

most business institutions of Sycamore and the

county. He also extended his efforts into other

fields of industrial and manufacturing activity,

realizing the importance of such business con-

cerns as factors in the upbuilding and material

prosperity of the community. He displayed keen

discernment and ready understanding of business

conditions, and this, together with his unflagging

energy, constituted one of the strongest elements

in his success.

On the 8th of August, 1849, Mr. EUwood was

united in marriage to Miss Eleanor Vedder, who
was born in Schenectady county, New York. Their

family numbered six children: Abram, Albert,

Frank, Kate, Jennie and Alida.

While still residing in the east Eeuben EUwood
became deeply interested in political questions

and was elected to represent his district in the

New York legislature in 1851. He became one

of the stalwart advocates of republican principles

upon the organization of the party and never

swerved in his allegiance thereto throughout the

remainder of his life. In De Kalb countv his

worth and ability were soon recognized and he was

called to public office, becoming the first mayor of

the city after its incorporation. In 1866 he was

appointed United States assessor of internal rev-

enue and filled the position until it was abolished

by law. In 1868 he received the support of the

republicans of De Kalb county for representative

in congress and in 1882 was nominated by his

party for congress, being elected by a large ma-

jority and re-elected in 1884, thus serving until

his death in July, 1885. His official record was

characterized by the same qualities that were so

marked in his business life. He was capable, earn-

est and trustworthy and in the legislative councils

of the nation gave careful consideration to each

question which came up for settlement and stood

loyally in support of whatever he believed to be

right.

His eldest son, Abram EUwood, added new luster

to an untarnished family name. He became his

father's successor in the R. EUwood Manufactur-

ing Company and yet he did not depend upon in-

heritance or family aid to secure a start in the

business world. On the contrary, he displayed a

spirit of self-reliance such as is always a source

of real worth in the individual. Born in Scotia,

Schenectady county. New York, March 26, 1850,

he was a youth of only seven years when brought

by his parents to De Kalb county. Here he wa^

educated in the public schools and he afterward en-

joyed the advantages of training in a military col-

lege at Poughkeepsie, New York, where he re-

mained to the age of sixteen years, when he

started out in life on his own account. He at

once displayed a spirit of undaunted energy, self-

reliance and stalwart purpose, qualities which

characterized him throughout his entire business

life and made him one of the strongest, most

prominent and most honored representatives of in-

dustrial interests in De Kalb county. He began

earning his living as a brakesman on the railroad

and was thus employed for two years, when he went

south and assumed a more responsible position
—

that of contractor on the New Orleans, Mobile &

Texas Railroad. He was afterward a jjassenger

conductor on that line and later he was engaged on

the construction of the Milwaukee & Northern

Railroad with headquarters at Green Bay, Wis-

consin. That work completed, he became United

States mail agent on the Missouri, Kansas & Texas
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Kailioad, from which he was transferred to the

Chicago & Northwestern Eailway, running between

Chicago and Cedar Eapids. His last run in the

mail service was between Chicago and Cincinnati.

In the autumn of 1877 Abram Ellwood Joined

his father in the conduct of extensive manufac-

turing interests in Sycamore under the firm style

of the R. Ellwood Manufacturing Company. This

relation was maintained until the fall of 1880,

when Abram Ellwood began the manufacture of

wire fence stretchers, carrying on the business suc-

cessfully for four years. In December, 1884, that

enterprise was amalgamated with the business of

the E. Ellwood Manufacturing Company and

Abram Ellwood became manager of the new con-

cern. After the death of his father in the follow-

ing July he purchased the entire stock and con-

tinued the business under the firm name of the

Abram Ellwood Company. It is true he entered

upon a business already established, but many a

man of less resolute purpose would have failed in

enlarging this and carrying it forward to success-

ful completion. On the contrary, he recognized
and utilized opportunities, introduced many im-

provements and developed the business along grow-

ing lines. He perfected many of the machines in

his plant and succeeded in building up a very
extensive trade, employing a large number of men.

His success attracted the attention of the citizens

of other places and he was offered a bonus of

thirty-five thousand dollars if he would remove

the plant to De Kalb. This offer he accepted and
in 1891 went to De Kalb, looking after the erec-

tion of buildings which were constructed upon
plans which he made and which resulted in one

of the most complete manufacturing concerns in

the country. In the fall of 1896 Mr. Ellwood
formed a stock company in order that he might
relieve himself of much of the hard work which
was gradually breaking him down. He possessed
such wonderful energy and unfaltering determina-

tion that he did not realize what a strain he wa>

placing upon his own constitution until it was too

late. A short time prior to his death he took up
quarters at the sanitarium in Battle Creek, Michi-

gan, but his disease was too far advanced to re-

ceive any permanent benefit and lie passed away
November 11, 1897. His life span therefore cov-

ered but forty-seven years and yet he accomplished
in that time a work such as manv a man fails to

do m twice that length of years. Prom a small

beginning lie had developed the business to one

of large proportions, employing from seventy-five

to one hundred workman, and undoubtedly one of

the secrets of his success was his justice, consid-

eration and kindliness toward those in his employ.
His men always knew that faithful service would

mean promotion as opportunity offered and Mr.

Ellwood, moreover, felt a personal interest in those

he employed, realizing fully his individual respon-

sibility and obligations toward those who served

him.

On the 3d of January, 1876, was celebrated the

marriage of Abram Ellwood and Miss Emma L.

Garvin, a native of Chichester, New Hampshire,
the wedding, however, being celebrated in Man-

chester, that state. Her parents were Jesse and

Eunice (Leavitt) Garvin, the former a native of

Garvin Falls, New Hampshire, and the latter of

Chichester, her father being Jonathan Leavitt.

Mr. and Mrs. Ellwood became the parents of five

children, of whom four are living. Mildred G.,

the eldest, is the wife of Charles G. Blake, who
lives at Morgan Park, Illinois, and is a monument
dealer in Chicago. They have two sons, Charles

E. and Donald P. Sallie E. is at home. E.

Eleanor, an accomplished vocalist, is also at home.

A. Leonard is now connected with the automobile

business. Eeuben died at the age of three and a

half years. Mrs. Ellwood was educated at Tilton,

New Hampshire, being graduated in June, 1872,
and in September of that year she came to De Kalb

countv", being for three years employed as a teacher

in the Sycamore schools. She now occupies a

beautiful home at No. 431 Somonauk street, hav-

ing her three younger children with her, and is

prominent in social circles of the city.

Mr. Ellwood was a valued and exemplary mem-
ber of the Masonic fraternity and in his life gave
evidence of the principles of mutual helpfulness
and brotherly kindness upon which the organiza-
tion is based. In politics he was a republican and

was called to serve as alderman and as mayor of

the city, discharging the duties of the latter office

from 1889 until 1891. He brought to the mayor-
alty the same keen discernment and recognition
of opportunity, the same strong and honorable pur-

pose that characterized his business life and was
found a most trustworthy and capable executive

officer. The cause of education also numbered



PAST AND PEESENT OF DE KALB COUNTY. 83

him as a champion and his service on the school

board, covering a number of years, was entirely

satisfactory to the community. He attended and

supported the Congregational church, to which

his wife belongs, and he was thus associated with

the material prosperity, the political, intellectual

and moral interests of his community. He was a

man whom other men trusted. He ever main-

tained a high standard of conduct in all life's rela-

tions, had no sympathy with sham or pretense and

gave his faith and trust in recognition of the

character worth of the individual. He won suc-

cess but the most envious could not grudge him

his prosperity, for it was so honorably gained and

so worthily used. His warmest friends were those

who knew him liest and he regarded his own self-

resjject and the favoralile opinion of his fellow-

men as justly more valuable than wealth, fame or

position. His death was a matter of the deepest

regret throughout the county, for in his passing

the community lost one whom it had come to

depend upon as a progressive citizen, a trustworthy
business man and a kindly friend. His best traits

of character, however, were reserved for his own

fireside, for he represented much that is ideal

in the husband and father.

FEEDERICK J. AVES.

Frederick J. Aves, living on section 10, Franklin

township, was born in Prussia, Germany, on the

11th of December, 1854, and came to America in

1867 when a lad of thirteen years. His parents

were Frederick and Johanna (Hanspator) Aves

likewise natives of Prussia in which country they

were reared and married, the father following

the occupation of farming in his native land until

he brought the family to the new world in 1867.

Landing on the American coast, he at once con-

tinued his journey westward across the country to

De Kalb county, Illinois, where he established his

home and again engaged in agricultural pursuits.

He died in this country April 15, 1894, at the age

of eighty-one years, while his wife passed away in

1884, when sixty years of age.

Pi'ederick J. Aves, the oldest' of their five

children, acquired his education in tlie public

schools of Germany and after coming to America

assisted his father in carrying on the Iiome farm

being thus employed until he attained adult age.

He afterward worked out as a farm hand by the

month for several years and thus made a start in

life. As a companion and helpmate for life's

journey he chose Miss Julia Haller to whom he

was married on the 15th of January, 1880. She

was born in America.

After his marriage Mr. Aves rented land, which

he cultivated for a year and then invested in

eighty acres which he began to cultivate, thus mak-

ing a home of his own. He later bought forty

acres more and continued farming that property
until 1904 when he sold out and purchased his

present farm of two hundred and seventy-eight

acres, which is located on section 10, Franklin

township. This is a highly improved tract of

land lacking in none of the accessories and con-

veniences of a model farm. Mr. Aves also owns

and operates a steam thresher and shredder and

has continued in this line of business for several

years. He raises a good grade of cattle and hogs,

which he feeds for the market using all of his

grain for feed. The various branches of his busi-

ness are bringing to him well merited prosperity

and he is accounted one of the enterprising, prac-

tical and successful farmers of his township.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Aves have been born seven

children : Walter, who is employed as a loco-

motive engineer in Chicago; Charles and Ida, who

are upon the home farm
; Frank, also a locomotive

engineer in Chicago; Edna, Clara and Donald, all

at home. The parents are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church of Kirkland, in the work

of which they are most deeply and actively inter-

ested, Mr. Aves serving on the official board and

also as one of the teachers of the Sunday school.

He exercises his right of franchise in support of

the men and measures of the republican party and

in 1906 was a delegate to the county convention.

For several years he has been a school director and

trustee and the cause of education finds in him a

warm friend, while every progressive movement for

the benefit of the city receives his endorsement.

Fraternally he is connected with the Knights of the

Globe. He has been a resident of De Kalb county

for forty years and has therefore been a witness

of much of its growth and development. Though
he had no financial assistance at the outset of his

career he is now owner of one of the large and
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valuable farms of the county and his life record

shows the force of thrift and untiring diligence in

an active business career.

J. H. ROGERS.

J. H. Rogers, son of Rev. Thomas B. and Abby

(Allen) Rogers, was born April 16, 1835, at Cor-

inth, Saratoga county, New York, and the first

sixteen years of his life was spent at home, where

he attended school and lived the life common to

boys of that time. Before he was seventeen he

embarked upon the career that finally brought hira

success beyond the lot of most men who had a mer-

cantile career. He clerked in a store in Troy, Ne-.r

York, for a time and later conducted a business

of his own. He then located in New York city,

where he was similarly engaged, and in 18.55 came

west to look over the prosjiects for the young man

starting in life. Although the contrast of pioneer

life with that of the American metropolis was

great he saw the possibilities of the future in the

Mississippi valley.

In 1858 Mr. Rogers located in Sycamore, which

became his home and in whose welfare he ever

manifested a lively interest and contributed lib-

erally to its industrial growth. During his life

here no church was built, no industry promoted

but Harrv' Rogers, as he was familiarly called, was

a leading contributor. Here he l)ecame a member

of the firm of Rogers, Wild & Smith, but later

assumed charge of the dry-goods store that was

known far and wide, for in those days the pat-

ronage of this city took in a scope of countrv' cov-

ering an area twenty-five miles in every direction

from Sycamore.

Mr. Rogers continued in business until 1891,

when he retired and his son took charge of the

store. He was interested in other enterprist^s and

was noted for his close application to business and

in course of time accumulated a fortune. Unlike

most men he enjoyed the fruits of well earned

thrift and made a tour around the world, which he

most thoroughly enjoyed, and his observations

were intelligent and a source of interest to those

who enjoyed his companionship.
While Mr. Rogers applied himself closely to

business, yet we learn that he enjoyed healthful

sport and was one of the organizers of the first

iiase ball club of Sycamore. He enjoyed hunting

and fishing and his vacations were a relaxation

from business cares, and he would return to work

refreshed, invigorated, and infuse new life into his

increasing business. He died December 28, 1900,

after an illness covering a period of two years.

No citizen of Sycamore was more respected than

Mr. Rogers. A man of energy, acumen, force of

character, liberality of views, and, above all, sterl-

ing integrity, he had all those qualities which in-

spire confidence. He was a model man of busi-

ness. It is said that he was the only merchant who

ever become wealthy in Sycamore from the profits

of merchandising.

Mr. Rogers was the largest contributor to the

erection of the Congregational church ; he was the

largest stockholder in the Preserve Works when

that now prosperous industry was established here.

To each member of his family Mr. Rogers was a

near and dear companion. In their great grief

over his death their friends sympathize with them,

while the whole community mourns the loss of an

honest, useful citizen.

WILLIAM E. DOLE.

Wi'liam E. Dole is one of De Kalb county's

native sons and the attractiveness of this part of

the state as a place of residence is indicated by

the fact that he and others who claim this district

as the place of their nativity have continued to re-

main here, recognizing the value of the natural re-

sources of the county and the opportunities here

offered along many lines of advancement. Mr.

Dole was born in Paw Paw township, August 18,

1857. His father, Alonzo Dole, was born near

Deerfield, Massachusetts, October 25, 1808, and

was married to Miss Jane Griffin, whose birth oc-

curred near Athens, Pennsylvania, in 1819. They
came westward in 1848, making an overland trip

with team and covered wagon, being over forty

days on the road. On reaching De Kalb county

they established their home upon a farm and spent

their remaining days in this district. They had

a family of six children : John D., born December

5, 1839; Mary, in 1841; H. Griffin, in 1843;

Lidie. in 1845; Timothv Alonzo. in 1847; and
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William E. The eldest son was killed at the battle

•of Stone River, December 31, 1862, and was the

first soldier buried in South Paw Paw cemetery.

On his father's farm William E. Dole spent the

days of his boyhood and youth and the common

schools afforded him his educational privileges. He
.studied law for nearly two years with his brother

T. A., but on account of the failing health of his

parents and at their earnest solicitation he re-

turned to take charge of the old farm, where he

has since resided. He engaged in teaching for a

iew terms and proved a capable educator. He now

owns and cultivates one hundred and sixty acres of

land in Paw Paw township and his farm is a

valuable property, located on section 31. It gives

every evidence of the care, supervision and pro-

gressive spirit of the owner, who owes his pros-

perity entirely to his own endeavors.

Mr. Dole was married to Miss Minnie Heslop,

whose birth occurred in Canada, September 7,

1858. Her parents, William and Jane (Brigham)

Heslop, were born in England and on crossing the

Atlantic settled in Canada, whence they after-

ward went to Chicago, Hlinois. Subsequently

ihey bought a farm in Wyoming township, upon
which they lived for a few years and at a later date

they removed to Webster City, Iowa. Her mother

died there in March, 1901, and her father in April,

1907. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Dole was

•celebrated December 6, 1883, and has been blessed

with eight children : Clara Irene, who was born

September 34, 1884, and is the wife of William

Winchell, now located at Earlville, Illinois; Ida

May, who was born October 25, 1886, and is the

wife of Charles Belt, a resident of Chicago ; Lidie,

who was born May 1, 1888, and is now deceased;

Mildred, who was born February 12, 1892, and is

a high school student in Paw Paw, Illinois; Sarah

;Ellen, who was born August 5, 1894; Alice, born

February 8, 1899; one who was born in 1901 and

died in infancy ;
and Timotliy Alouzo, born Febru-

:ary 15, 1903.

Mr. Dole gives his political support to the re-

publican party and is prominent in its local ranks.

He is now assessor of Paw Paw township, which

-office he has filled for five terms, and he has been

school director for twenty-four years, the cause of

education finding in him a warm and stalwart

friend. He is a member of the Masonic lodge,

"No. 183. at Earlville, Illinois, and he and his wife

attend and support the Methodist Episcopal
church. As a native son and a representative of

one of the old pioneer families of the county he

well deserves representation in this volume.

SAMUEL A. MILLIGAN.

Samuel A. Milligan, whose merit and capability

have brought to him successive advancement in

the business world, is now superintendent of the

De Kalb & Union Fence Company. His life rec-

ord began in Washington county, Pennsylvania,

February 9, 1856, his parents being William and

Isabella (Wilson) Milligan. The father was born

in Finley township, Washington county, Penn-

sylvania, December 23, 1831, a son of William

and Mary (Kurtz) Milligan. The parental grand-

father of our subject came of Scotch-Irish an-

cestry and was born on the ocean while his parents

were emigrating to the new world from the north

of Ireland. Having arrived at years of maturity,

he wedded Mary Kurtz, who was a native of Penn-

sylvania and came of Pennsylvania-Dutch descent.

A brother of William Milligan, Sr., was Colonel

Robert Milligan, who gamed his title by serving

under "Mad Anthony" Wayne in the Revolution-

ary war. He was a carpenter by trade and built

the fort at what is now Fort Wayne, Indiana, it

being the first structure put up in that town.

William Milligan, Sr., the grandfather, was a

tailor by trade, learning and following that pur-

suit in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

William Milligan, father of our subject, was

reared in Washington county, Pennsylvania, and

there learned the harnessmaker's trade. He has

continued to reside in that county throughout his

entire life and is still following his trade in Fin-

leyville, being now a hale and hearty man in his

seventy-fifth year. He was for four years a sol-

dier of the Civil war, serving in Company A,

Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and

he is now a member of the Grand Army of the

Republic. He also takes an active and helpful

interest in the Methodist Episcopal church, with

which he has long been identified as a member.

Unto him and his wife were born seven children,

of whom four are now living, namely : Samuel A. ;

Harrv W., who is a member of the Pittsbur?
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Harness & Supply Company, of Pittsburg, Penn-

sylvania, being secretary and treasurer of the

firm; Mrs. Elizabeth Apgare; and Mrs. Anna

Sheplar, who is a widow.

Samuel A. Milligan spent the days of his boy-

hood and youth in his parents home and he and his

four brothers all learned the harnessmaker's trade

under the direction of their father. In 1882

Samuel A. Milligan was married to Miss Isadora

Eussell, a daughter of William and Mary (Flan-

nery) Kussell, of Beaver county, Pennsylvania.

He afterward worked at the harnessmaker's trade

for about five years, when he gave up business

and became connected with the woven wire fence

business. He was first in the employ of the Hart-

man Steel Company, at Beaver Falls, Pennsylva-

nia, and his connection with the woven wire fence

industry dates from almost its beginning. He

rose in the employ of the house which he repre-

sented until he became superintendent of the

plant, and upon the removal of the business to

Elwood City, Pennsylvania, in 1893, he had com-

plete charge of the removal of the plant. In 1891

his employer, E. F. Shellaberger, came to De Kalb

and organized the De Kalb Fence Company. In

1896 he severed his connection with the Peimsyl-

vania plant and came to De Kalb with Mr. Shella-

berger as assistant superintendent of the new plant,

while three weeks later he was made general su-

perintendent of the plant, and when the second

factory was built he was given the superintendency

of both. He has thoroughly acquainted himself

with the business in principle and detail and is

regarded as authority upon any subject bearing

iipon the production of wire fencing. His capa-

bility and fidelity have been the cause of his pro-

motion from time to time and have gained him

today a position of great j.irominence and responsi-

bility in trade circles.

In politics Mr. ^lilligan is a stalwart republican

and he is connected with the First Methodist Epis-

copal church of De Kalb. He is also a member of

De Kalb lodge, A. F. & A. M., De Kalb chapter,

No. 52, E. A. M. and lodge No. 758, I. 0. 0. F.,

at Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, and is a past grand
of the subordinate lodge of Odd Fellows. He is

likewise past chief patriarch of the encampment of

the same lodge. He is a member of the grand

lodge of the Knights of Pythias of Illinois and is

past chancellor of De Kalb lodge. No. 215. K. P.

He is also an adjutant of the Third Begiment of

the Uniformed Eank of Illinois.

Unto him and his wife have been born five

children, Earle F., Ernest E., Laura E., S. Howard

and Aileen, all of whom are yet at home witli their

parents. Mr. Milligan is one of the best known

of De Kalb county's citizens and a representative

business man whose power and effectiveness in

the world of trade have gradually increased until

he now occupies a very prominent position, while

his sterling traits have gained him the respect

and good will of all with whom he has been as-

sociated.

OEATUK F. HOLCOMB.

In the citizenship of Sycamore there are not a

few who in former years contributed in substan-

tial measure to the agricultural development of

the county and who are now living retired in the

enjo\'ment of the fruits of their former toil. To

this number belongs Orator F. Holcomb, formerly

a farmer of Sycamore township. His natal day

was May 18, 1843, and his birthplace Erie county,

New York. His father, George Holcomb, was

born in Sangerfield, Oneida county, New York,

June 8, 1798, while the grandfather. Orator Hol-

comb, Sr., was a native of Massachusetts. He mar-

ried Hannah Terry, who was born in Connecticut,

and they removed from Erie to Canandaigua, On-

tario county. New York, in 1805. Four years

later they became residents of Genesee county, now

included in Attica, Wyoming county. Mr. Hol-

comb bought a tract of land included within the

immense acreage sold by Eobert Morris to the

Amsterdam Company and known as the Holland

purchase, comprising three million, five hundred

thousand acres, lying west of the dividing line be-

tween the states of New York and Massachusetts.

It was iipon the old homestead farm there that

George Holcomb spent the days of his boyhood and

youth, assisting his father in the arduous task of

clearing the land and developing the fields. In

1819 he wedded Bula Hosingting, and they began

their domestic life upon a sixty-acre tract of tim-

ber land given him by his father. The young cou-

ple was soon installed in a cabin built of basswood

logs, and Mr. Holoomb continued the cultivation
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of the place for a few years, when he sold that

property and removed to Darien, an adjoining

town, where he bought another farm. He disposed

of this three years later and returned to Attica,

purchasing a farm adjoining his father's home-

stead. Only a brief period had elapsed, however,

when he removed to Orangeville, making another

removal not long afterward to Darien. He again

became a landowner there and while residing in

that place his wife died in 1836. The following

year he wedded Caroline A. Hebbard, and they

located on a farm in Newstead, Erie county, where

were born their two sons, Hiram and Orator F.

In 1848 they sold out, preparatory to going to

Illinois. Traveling across the country to Buffalo

they there loaded their team and household goods

upon a steamer bound for Chicago, and after reach-

ing that port proceeded by way of the mainly trav-

eled roads to De Kalb county. Mr. Holcomb pur-

chased sixty-five acres of land on sections 34 and

35, Sycamore township, for which he paid eight

dollars per acre. Upon the place was a log house

and a straw stable. After a brief period, however,

he erected a comfortable frame dwelling and made

other improvements, continuing to carry on gen-

eral agricultural pursuits there until his life's

labors were ended in death in October, 1878. His

second wife died in 1852 and he afterwardi mar-

ried Harriet Stillwell.

Orator F. Holcomb spent his boyhood and youth

in the usual manner of farm lads of the period and

secured a common-school education. When not

busy with his text-books he worked in the fields

and he remained upon the home farm for many

years with his brother Hiram. They added to the

place from time to time until they now have two

hundred and twenty-eight acres of rich and valu-

ablt land, which is well improved, having good

buildings upon it, while the fields are carefully

cultivated and everything about the place is in-

dicative of the care and labor which they have

bestowed upon it. Orator F. Holcomb continued

to engage actively in farming until 1898, when he

removed to Sycamore, where he has since occupied

a pleasant residence that he purchased.

Mr. Holcomb was married to Miss Harriet

Stowe, of Sycamore township, a daughter of Henry

Stowe, one of the early residents of the township,

who came to the middle west from the state of

New York. Mr. and Mrs. Holcomb have two chil-

dren: Howard H., residing upon the old home

farm, married Gertrude Hilson, and they have one

daughter, Marie. Myrtie Amelia is the wife of

Xorman D. Snelgrove, of Canada, and they have

one child, Kenneth Howard. Their home is now

in the Englewood district of Chicago and Mr. Snel-

grove follows the painter's trade.

Fraternally Mr. Holcomb is a Modern Wood-

men, and politically is independent. He has had

neither time nor inclination for public office, pre-

ferring always to give undivided attention to his

business interests. His life, while quietly passed,

has been characterized by many elements of good

citizenship and honorable manhood, his strong and

salient traits being such as have awakened for him

the confidence and trust of his fellowmen.

DENNIS E. McGIRR.

An excellent farm property pays tribute to the

care and supervision of Dennis E. McGirr, who

owns one hundred and seventy-six acres of rich

and productive land on section 25, Afton town-

ship, De Kalb county. It was upon this farm

that Dennis E. McGirr was born on the 2d of

March, 1855, his parents being John and Mary

(Powers) McGirr, both of whom were natives of

Ireland, the father having been born in County
Dublin and the mother in County Waterford.

They were the parents of twelve children, six of

whom are now deceased, while the living are

Dennis, John, Rose, Patrick, Teresa and Ella. In

1850 the father, with his family, came to America

hoping to enjoy better business privileges in the

new world. He first settled at St. Charles, Kane

county, Illinois, where he remained until 1853,

when he came to De Kalb and purchased a farm

of one hundred and sixty acres of government
land. This was entirely wild and unimproved at

the time, but he at once began its cultivation and

transformed the raw prairie into rich fields, from

which he annually gathered large crops. He added

to his property from time to time as his financial

resources increased imtil he was the owner of six

hundred and ten acres of valuable farming land.

He was an industrious, enterprising man, and was

quite successful in all his business undertakings.

His hfe record demonstrates what can be accom-
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pli.~hed through unfaltering energj' and determina-

tion. As the years passed, he overcame all ob-

stacles in his path and proved that success and

an honorable name may Ije won simultaneously.

He died Augiist 12, 1878, and his wife passed away
on the 23d of August, 1902.

Dennis E. McGirr was born upon the old family

homestead, was reared under the parental roof and

was early trained to the habits of thrift and in-

dustry, habits which have borne rich fruit in later

days, making him a prosperous farmer of the com-

munity. He acquired a common-school education

and when not busy with his text-books, worked on

the home farm.

On the 2.3th of Xovember, 1891, he was united

in marriage to Miss Sarah Gallagher, who was

born in Pierce township, this county, October 21,

1870, the daughter of Thomas and Sarah Gal-

lagher, natives of Ireland. Mrs. McGirr is a

graduate of the Oak street school of Aurora, Illi-

nois, and following her graduation was success-

fully engaged in teaching in the public schools.

By her marriage she has become the mother of

five children, but has lost two. Those still living

are Mary, born June 9, 1894; Emmet F., born

August 23, 1898; and D. Edward, born December

29, 1903. The parents are members of the Eoman
Catholic church, believing strongly in its teach-

ings, and are devoted to the work of the upbuild-

ing of the cause. Fraternally, Mr. McGirr is con-

nected with the Modern Woodman camp and votes

with the democracy. He lias served as supervisor

of his township for five years and is interested

in all that pertains to the public welfare. As the

years pass he demonstrates his abilit}' as an enter-

prising and prosperous farmer and is one of the

leading representatives of agricultural interests in

Afton township.

B. L. HOYT.

The attractiveness of DeKalb county as a place

of residence is indicated by the fact that many
of her native sons have remained within her bor-

ders, enjoying the opportunities and advantages
which he offers. Among this number is B. L.

Hoyt, who is engaged in farming in De Kalb

township, where he was born July 6, 1859. He is

a representative of one of the old pioneer families

of the county, the name of Hoyt being associated

with agricultural interests here for fifty-six years.

The father, William Hoyt, was born in Herkimer

county. New York, July 4, 1826—the fiftieth an-

ni\ersary of the signing of the Declaration of In-

dependence. He married when he attained his

majority and in 1851 he brought his wife to Illi-

nois, casting in his lot with the early settlers of

De Kalb county, who were just opening up this

region to the work of development and improve-
ment. He settled on section 5, De Kalb town-

ship, where he transformed his land into richly

cultivated fields, continuing in the active work of

the farm until his life's labors were ended in

death, on the 3d of September, 1894. He has

prospered in his undertakings and was the owner

of three hundred and twenty acres of valuable

land. His wife, who was bom December 23, 1833,

is still living, making her home with her son, B.

L. Hoyt. In the family were six children : Sarah,

who was born December 14, 1851, and died X^o-

veraber 20, 1854; Laura, who was born Septem-
ber 18, 1853, and died when only three months

old
;
Ester M., who was born August 27, 1857, and

died December 23, 1863; B. L., of this review;

Frank W., who was born December 24, 1864, and

is a lawyer of Chicago; and Susan E., w^ho was

born August 19, 1871, and died October 1, 1900.

No event of special importance occurred to vary
the routine of farm life for B. L. Hoj-t in his boy-
hood days. He worked in the fields through the

summer seasons and when harvests w-ere gathered
attended the public schools, wherein he acquired a

good practical English education. He was mar-

ried December 19, 1882, to Miss Sarah J. Scott,

who was born in Ireland, April 15, 1862, and came
to America in 1879, five years before her parents
crossed the Atlantic. Her father was born on the

Emerald Isle in 1827, and in 1884 came to the

new world with his wife. They were the parents
of seven children, four sons and three daughters.

Mr. and Mrs. Hoyt have become the parents of

three children: Francis L., bom August 19,

1884; Sadie M., February 2, 1886; and Ester P.,

May G, 1892. The parents attend the Methodist

Episcopal church and contribute to its support.

The family home stands in the midst of a farm of

one hundred and sixty acres of land, which is ver}'

productive and well tilled, and in his fanning
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methods, Mr. Ho^yt is practical, progressive and

systematic. In his political views Mr. Hoyt has

always been a repuljlican since casting his first

presidential vote when age conferred upon him
the right of franchise. He has held the office of

school director for twenty years and is never remiss

in the duties of citizenship, but on the contrary
is a public-spirited citizen, and one of the worthy
and respected citizens of his native county.

VIEGIL L. WOODAED.

Virgil L. Woodard, who has been connected with

the business interests of Fairdale for twenty-two

years, is a native resident of De Kalb county,
born in Malta township on the 2d of February,
1854. His father, Slocum Woodard, was a native

of Vermont, having been Iwrn amid the Green

mountains, and there he was reared to manhood.

He learned and followed the carpenter's trade in

his native state and ere his removal to the west

was married there to Miss Lucinda Dimock. They
became the parents of ten children, of whom Virgil

was the youngest. In 1853 the father brought his

family to De Kalb county and purchased one hun-

dred and sixty acres of government land in Malta

township. This he improved, making it a fine

fann, and as the years passed by he added to the

original purchase until he had more than four

hundred acres. He continued actively in farming
until 1870, when he retired from business life,

making his home in Sycamore until his death in

1882, when he was seventy-three years of age. His

wife passed away in 1868, at the age of fifty-three

years, and he afterward wedded Mrs. Weed. Com-

ing to the middle west at an early day, he was

identified with its pioneer development, and as

the years passed by he prospered in his under-

takings and became one of the substantial agri-

culturists of the community.

Virgil Woodard acquired his education in the

district schools near his father's home and in Cres-

ton high school, from which he was graduated.

He afterward learned the tinsmith's trade at Cres-

ton, and then went to Poughkeepsie, New York,

where he attended Eastman's Business College.

Following his graduation from that school he re-

turned to Creston and bought out the tinshop in

which .he had previously been employed, carrying
on the business there for twelve years. In 18S.T he

came to Fairdale and worked as a tinsmith until

1888, when he purchased his present business, op-

erating an elevator at this point and also dealing
in coal and lumber. In fact, he has two elevators

and a large lumber-yard and is conducting an ex-

tensive and profitable business. He has also been

a stockholder for eight years in gold mining prop-
erties in Mexico and South America. He is like-

wise a partner in two thousand acres of land in

Cuba and two hundred and seventy-five thousand

acres in Mexico, in addition to which he owns a

farm of six hundred and forty acres in South Da-

kota. His business interests have grown to ex-

tensive proportions through his well directed la-

bors and careful management. He started out

empty-handed. Today he is a prosperous resi-

dent of the county with extensive landed holdings
and profitable commercial interests. Moreover, he

is progressive in all civil and public improvements
and has done much for the benefit of the towns in

which he has resided.

In April, 1882, was celebrated the marriage of

Mr. Woodard and Miss Susan Nash, a native of

Ogle county, Illinois, and a daughter of Sanford

Nash, who was born in New York and came to Illi-

nois in 1850. Mrs. Woodard taught school for

several years before her marriage and is numbered

among the alumni of the Belvidere high school.

By her marriage she has become the mother of

three children : Lois M., who is a graduate of the

high school of Eockford, Illinois
;
Evan E., who

was also graduated from the high school there and

is now pursuing a course in mechanical engineer-

ing, being in his second year in the State Uni-

versity at Champaign; and Edith M., who is at-

'

tending Brown's Business College of Eockford.

Mr. Woodard is a member of the Court of Honor

and the Modern Woodmen camp. In politics he is

a republican where national issues and questions

are involved but at local elections casts an inde-

pendent ballot. He served as clerk of the school

board for fifteen years and the cause of education

finds in him a warm and stalwart friend. He
and his family are members of the Methodist Epis-

copal church of Fairdale, in which he is serving

as an officer, and for many years he has also been

superintendent of the Sunday school. His life

is actuated by high and honorable principles and



96 PAST AND PEESENT OF DE KALB COUNTY.

worthy motives, and he gives his co-operation to

many movements for the uplifting of his I'ellow-

men. Although he has won notable success in

business life his path has never been strewn with

the wreck of other men's fortunes. On the con-

trary he has been just and fair in his dealings and

all who know him honor and respect him for his

genuine worth.

JUDGE WILLIAM L. POND.

Judge AVilliam L. Pond, serving for tlie fourth

term on the bench of the county court, has gained

distinction in a profession where advancement de-

dends entirely upon individual merit. Well versed

in the learning of his profession and with a deep

knowledge of nature and the springs of human

conduct, with great shrewdness, sagacity and tact,

he was in the courts of De Katlb a power and in-

fluence and upon the bench of justice his duties

are discharged with a deep sense of higli ideals

of the law as a conservator of justice and human

rights.

Judge Pond is one of De Kalb county's native

sons, his birth having occurred in Genoa townsliip

on the 11th of February, 1860. His parents were

Americus H. and Amy N. (Hollenbcak) Pond,

who, during the pioneer development of this por-

tion of the state, became residents of De Kalb

county. The training on the home farm laid the

foundation for a strong physical and mental de-

velopment. After attending the district schools

he became a high school student at Genoa and

completed the course with the first class that

was graduated there, on tlie 10th of June, 1881.

For a year afterward he was a teacher in the high
school at Kirkland, but regarded this merely es

an initial step to other professional labor. It was

his desire to follow law as a life work and to this

end he entered the office of Lowell & Carnes, un-

der whose direction he continued his reading for a

year. He completed his course with the firm of

Carnes & Denton at Sycamore, and after passing

a creditable examination before the appellate court

at Ottawa, was admitted to the bar on the 10th of

June, 1884.

Judge Pond located for practice in De Kalb in

September of that year and almost immediately

met with gratifying recognition of his ability hi

the line of his chosen profession. In May, 1886,

he was appointed city attorney of De Kalb to fill

a vacancy and was afterward elected for five terms,

filling the office most acceptably for eleven years.

In January, 188T, he formed a partnership with

Judge Luther Lowell^ which connection was con-

tinued for two years, with offices in Sycamore and

De Kalb. He afterward practiced alone until the

1st of January, 1895, when he formed a partner-

ship with A. G. Kennedy, who had recently located

in De Kalb. This association was maintained un-

til June, 1897, and was dissolved just prior to the

election of Mr. Pond to the bench. He was chosen

to fill out an incompleted term and in the summer

of 1898 he received the republican nomination for

a full term. Ke-election has continued him in

office and is indicative at once of his capability and

of the confidence reposed in him by the voters cf

the county. His success in a professional way af-

fords the best evidence of his proficiency in this

line. Much of the success which has attended him

in his professional career is undoubtedly due to

the fact that in no instance would he permit him-

self to go into court with a case until he had made

thorough and careful preparation. He was thus

adding continually to his knowledge and his prac-

tice was proving a training for later judicial

duties. His decisions have been marked by a thor-

ough understanding of the law, by rare discrimina-

tion in the application of legal principles to the

points at issue and by a marked freedom from all

personal bias.

On the 9th of November, 1887, Mr. Pond was

married to Miss Alice E. Cole, a native of Kings-

ton, Illinois, born April 21, 1860, her parents be-

ing Marcus W. and Anna E. (Little) Cole, both of

whom were natives of New York. Judge and Mrs.

Pond now have one child, their daughter Jessie

A., who was born November 4, 1888. In his social

relations the Judge is connected with De Kalb

lodge No. 144, A. F. & A. M. ; De Kalb chaj.-

ter. No. 52, E. A. M.; De Kalb council. No. 81,

R. & S. M.
; and Sycamore commanderv, No. 15,

K. T. His name is likewise on the membership
roll of the Modern Woodmen camp, the Knights of

Maccabees and the Eoyal Arcanum. His political

allegiance has ever been given the repbblican

party and he is now serving the fourth term as a

member of the board of education in De Kalb.
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but otherwise his political service has been in the

strict path of his profession. One of his dominant

characteristics is a genial dispossition joined with

kindliness and courtesy that render him a favorite

in social, political and home circles. He is a

gentleman by instinct as well as by culture and

education and is greatly esteemed in professional

ranks because of his close application, his legal

acumen and conscientious performance of duty.

He has remarkable powers of concentration and

application and his retentive mind has often ex-

cited the surprise of his professional colleagues.

F. W. AND C. H. CHALLAND.

F. W and C. H. Challand are partners in their

farming operations and in the raising of full-

blooded Durham cattle. They liave gained more

than local distinction in connection with their

live-stock business, which has developed rapidly

and has brought them gratifying success.

F. W. Challand was born August 20, 1874, and

C. H. Challand was born on the 13th of April,

1880, their birthplace being the family homestead

in Clinton township. Their father, Henry Chal-

land, was born in England, in 1823, while their

mother, Emily Challand, was born in Canada in

1843. They are represented on another page of

this work. The sons were reared upon the home

farm, early being instructed in the tasks of plow-

ing, planting and harvesting, and when not busy

with their text-books as students in the public

schools, their time was largely occupied with the

labors of the fields. For seven years they have

operated their father's farm of three hundred and

sixty acres, bringing the fields imder a high state

of cultivation, and in addition to tilling the soil,

are raising and importing full-blooded Durham
cattle. They also have some imported Shire mares,

owning some of the best in the county. They have

been breeding full-blooded stock for seven years and

now have some very fine colts for sale. They are

Vi'jdely recognized as leading and energetic live-

stock dealers and well merit the success which is at-

tending them. They are both men of good business

ability and received thorough training for life's

practical and responsible duties, the older brother

having attended and graduated from the business

college at Aurora, Illinois, while C. H. Challand

i« a graduate of tlie high school of Sandwich, Illi-

nois.

On the 31st of January, 1900, F. W. Challand

was united in marriage to Miss Anna H. Hunt,,

who was born in La Salle county, this state, De-

cember 1, 1872. Her father, Thomas Hunt, was

born in Ireland in 1843 and came to America in

his boyhood days. He started to earn his own

living by working as a farm hand by the month

and after his marriage removed to Iowa, where he

find his wife now make their home. Mrs. Hunt
was born in La Salle county, Illinois, in 18.51.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Challand there has been born

a son, Arthur F., whose natal day is February 4,

1907.

The brothers give their political allegiance to

Ihe democracy and F. W. Challand has been a

school director for three years. They attend and

support the Methodist Episcopal church and are

well known in the community as enterprising,

energetic men, who are highly esteemed by reason

of their unflagging principle and diligence and

iheir trustworthines^s in all business transactions.

JAMES MARTIN.

James Martin is justly accounted one of the

prosperous and progressive farmers of Somonauk

township. He lives on section 10, where he has

one hundred and sixty-two acres of land, consti-

tuting a valuable property. The excellent appear-
ance of the place is indicative of his life of industry

and thrift and a glance at the farm serves to in-

dicate to the passer-by the care and labor he be-

stows upon it. He came to Illinois in 1867, set-

tling in La Salle county. He was born in Mont-

real, Canada, June 19, 1852. His father, Edw-ard

Martin, was reared and married in Canada, the

lady of his choice being Miss Jane Bothwell. He
was a shoemaker by trade and followed that pur-

suit throughout his early life. About 1868 he

came to Illinois, settling at Northville, where he

lived for several years working at the shoemaker's

trade. Afterward he took up his abode at Sheri-

dan, where he spent the last years of his life, his

wife also passing away in that town.

5361^^8
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James Martin is one of a family of three sons

and four daughters, all of whom yet survive. He
was reared in La Salle coimty, Illinois, and learned

the milling business at Millington, where he was

employed for several years. Coming to De Kalb

county about 1878, he first rented land in

Somonauk township, wliilc afterward he operated

the farm belonging to his uncle near Little Rock,

for six years. He next bought his present prop-

erty, took up his abode there and began to improve
the farm.bringing tlie fields under a high state of

cultivation. Modern methods of draining have

been employed for he has used many rods of tile

upon the place, has fenced the fields and carried

on the work of tilling the soil after the most

improved methods known to agriculture at the

present time. Annually he gathers rich crops,

which are the merited reward of his labor, and

raises and feeds live stock, especially hogs, fatten-

ing and shipping about two carloads annually.

He also sells a large number of cattle and raises

some of high grades. He has thoroughly ac-

quainted himself with farming and live-stock in-

terests and the careful management which he dis-

plays in his business has made him a prosperous

farmer.

It was on the homo farm about 1877 that Mr.

Martin was united in marriage to ^liss Naomi C.

Clark, a native daughter of the county and a

teacher prior to her marriage. Her father, Israel S.

Clark, was an old settler of De Kalb county and

now resides near Somonauk. Unto her and Mr.

Martin have been born six children: Winifred L.,

now the wife of Roy Culver, of California; Mabel

C, a young lady who has learned the millinery

business and now liolds a position in York, Ne-

braska; Maud J., a stenographer, at home; Charles

Harry, who is with the Swift Packing Company in

Chicago ;
and Clark E., at home. They also losi a

daughter. Edna, who died at the age of two years.

Mrs. Martin is spending the winter of 1907 at

Eedondo Beach, California.

Mr. Martin proudly cast his first presidential

vote for Rutherford B. Hayes in 1876 and has

never failed to support a presidential nominee since

that time. He was elected highway commissioner

and for a number of years has filled the office, in

which capacity he has done excellent service in

making good gravel roads and building substantial

bridges. He has served on the school board for a

numljer of years and has been a delegate to county

conventions. His wife is a member of the Pres-

byterian church while he belongs to the Masonic

lodge and Knights of the Globe. He is true to

the teachings of these orders and is in hearty sym-

pathy with their plans. In matters of citizenship

lie is interested in all that pertains to public wel-

fare and gives his endorsement to many measures

for the general good. In business he has never

been known to take advantage of the necessities of

his fellowmen but has always been straightforward

in his dealings and has gained his success, not

through speculation, but by the close application

of energy that never flags.

DE wr D. PI.AXK.

DeWitt D. Plank, at one time actively engaged

in farming in De Kalb township, but now residing

at No. 504 South First street, in the city of De

Kalb, was born August 30, 1851, on the old fam-

ily homestead. His father is William W. Plank,

mentioned elsewhere in this volume. The son at-

tended the common schools and when not busy with

his text-books worked in the fields, remaining

with his father until twenty-eight years of age.

He next went to South Dakota, where he farmed

for six years, after which he returned to De Kalb

township and again carried on general agricultural

pursuits until 1001, in which year he removed to

De Kalb. At one time he engaged in teaching

school for a year and a half and met with remark-

able success in that line, being regarded as a most

able educator. He owns one hundre<l and ten acres

of land in Clark county, Illinois, and from this de-

rives a good income. He has been busy and active

from boyhood days to the present and the secret of

his success is found in his unfaltering energy and

determination.

On the 6th day of May, 1885, Mr. Plank was

united in marriage to Miss Adella Parks, a daugh-

ter of Nelson Parks, a farmer of Cortland town-

ship, De Kalb county. They now have four chil-

dren: Fayette, who is in the west; Clayton, Vera

and Viola, all at home. Mr. Plank is a democrat.

but does not seek nor desire the honors nor emol-

uments of public office. He stands for all that is

honorable and upright between man and his fellow-
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man and for all that is jirogressive in citizenship

and may therefore justly be numbered among the

representative residents of the county.

EDWARD M. BURST.

Edward M. Burst, numbered among the strong

and able members of the De Kalb county bar and

now filling the office of states attorney, was born

in Sycamore in 1872. His father. Captain John

W. Burst, for many years a resident of this county,

was born in Delaware coimty. New York, and has

figured very prominently in Grand Army circles.

He was one of the first to join the organization,

having been mustered into Ransom post, Chicago,

in 1866. He was transferred to the post in Syca-

more, Illinois, in 187-1, and was its commander for

several years. He was very active in building up
the order in Illinois and, besides holding many
subordinate positions, was senior vice commander

and commander of the department. He served for

many years on the G. A. R. national pension com-

mittee and did effective work in the formulation

and passage of the disability bill. He has been

three times the candidate of the department of Illi-

nois for commander-in-chief of the Grand Army
of the Republic. His appointment by Com-

mander-in-chief Lawler as quartermaster general

met the enthusiastic approval of thousands of per-

sonal friends among the comrades.

During the campaign of 1896, Captain Burst

was a part of the aggregation made up of crippled

veterans of the war for the Union that made a

tour of the country in the interest of the repub-

lican party. In the party were Generals Alger,

Sickles, Howard, Stewart, Corporal Tanner and

others. Soon after his election President McKin-

ley appointed Captain Burst chief inspector of im-

migration, with headquarters at Chicago, which

position he now holds.

Captain Burst married Lettice A. Mayo, a

daughter of Hon. Edward L. and Emily (Holden)

Mayo. Her father settled at Sycamore, Illinois, in

1841, and for many years was the acknowledged
leader of the bar of De Ivalb county. As a lawyer

and a man he was prominently identified with its

early history. He was born in Moretown, Wash-

ington county, Vermont, in 1807, and while his

advantages in early life were limited, he olitained

a fair education. His friends tried to persuade
him to enter the ministry but he chose the law

and was admitted to the bar in 1835. He was

twice married, his first wife being Miss Lettice

Ann Holden, who died shortly afterward, and in

September, 1840, he married Miss Emily Holden,
her cousin. In politics he was a democrat and in

1854 was the candidate of that party for congress

but he was defeated, the district being strongly re-

publican. He was three times elected county

judge notwithstanding his politics and the fact

that he belonged to a party casting the minority
vote. He was on intimate terms of friendship

with the leading men of the state, among them be-

ing Stephen A. Douglas, Judge John D. Catoa and

Lyman Trumbull. After 1860 he was a "war

democrat," in full sympathy with the Union cause.

His integrity and honor were never questioned.

Possessed of a legal mind, it was among his legal

bretbrejij who knew him best and were best able

to
ju3g"e,'i:ha£ 1>^ was most appreciated. He died

In Dl-EMlj,.'.I:^f)5ember 16, 1877, at the age of sev-

enty years, leaving a widow and one son. Dr. E. L.

Mayo, of • Da Kalb, and three daughters: Mrs. John

W. "Burst, of: .'Sycamore; Mrs. T. E. Bagley, of

Genoa ; and Miss Kate Mayo, of DeKalb, sur-

viving. To Captain and Mrs. Burst three chil-

dren were Ijorn : Edward M., of this review
;
Bes-

sie, wife of Henry W. Prentice, an attorney of

De Kalb
;
and Bertha C, wife of Lieutenant Peter

Lloyd Pratt, of the United States navy, now re-

tired and practicing law in Seattle, Washington.

In taking up the personal history of Edward M.

Burst we present the life record of one who has

continually grown in public favor as a result of

the character development which the years have

brought him and the use he has made of the powers
and qualities with which nature endowed him. A

public-school education, acquired in Sycamore,
was followed by preparation for the practice of law

in the Michigan University at Ann Arbor. He
entered that institution in 1890 and was gradu-
ated in 1892 with the degree of Bachelor of Laws.

The same year he was admitted to practice in the

courts of Michigan and in 189.3 entered the law

offices of Caldwell & Pierson of Chicago, with

whom he remained for about a year. Returning to

Sycamore he opened an office in the room occupied

by Judge L. Lowell, and began the practice of his
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profession. He was not long in demonstrating

Ms thorough knowledge of legal principles and in

1895 was chosen by his fellow townsmen to the

office of city attorney, in which capacity he gave

such able service that he was re-elected in 1897.

His election to the office of states attorney of De

Kalb county followed in November, 1904. As a

practitioner at the bar he has been accorded a lib-

eral patronage. He has won for himself a very

favorable criticism for the careful and systematic

methods he has followed in his work in the courts.

As an orator he stands high, especially in discus-

sions of legal matters before the courts, where his

comprehension and knowledge of the law is mani-

fest and his application of legal principles demon-

strates the wide range of his professional acquire-

ments. Utmost care and precision characterize his

preparation of a case and have made him one of

the most successful attorneys of the county.

Mr. Burst, moreover, figures prominently in po-

litical circles. He is a stalwart republican when

a matter of principle is involved but was elected

to the position of city attorney for the first term

by the independent voters and to the second term

on the citizens ticket. In 1892 he was one of the

delegates from Hlinois to the National Eepublicau

League convention held at Buffalo, New York,

and in 1898 re-arranged and revised the city ordi-

nances of Sycamore. Mr. Burst is yet a young
man and has not yet reached the prime of life.

Those who have watched his progress have noted

the development and growth of his powers and the

excellent use to which he has put his native talents.

He is making substantial advancement in his pro-

fession and undoubtedly the future holds for him

still greater .«ucce.'^s.

DUANE J. CAENES.

Duane J. Carnes, one of the leading lawyers

of De Kalb county, was born on the 27th of May,

1848, in Pomfret, W'indsor county, Vermont, his

parents being John and Mary Warren (Paine)

Carnes. His paternal grandfather, John Carnes,

Sr., was a native of Ireland, emigrating to this

country about 181.5 and establishing his home at

Claremont, New Hampshire, where John Carnes,

the father of our subject, was born May 30. 1823.

He was, during his active business life, a farmer

in Pomfret, Windsor county, Vermont, there ac-

quiring a comfortable competence. In 1875 he

retired from active business and came to Sycamore,

Illinois. His wife was born in Pomfret, Ver-

mont, July 4, 1824, and was a daughter of Moses

Paine, who was born in Pomfret, Connecticut, in

1780, a son of Asa Paine and Keziah Childs

Paine, natives of Pomfret and Woodstock, Con-

necticut, and a niece of Hooper Warren, a noted

anti-salvery editor in this state in early days. Unto

Mr. and Mrs. John Games were born two sons,

the younger being George D. Carnes, now a prac-

ticing physician of South Haven, Michigan.

Duane J. Carnes was educated in the district

schools of Vermont and in the Orange county

grammar school of Eandolph, Vermont, and the

State Normal School of that place, to which the

grammar school changed during his attendance.

He graduated from both courses in the Normal

School, from the latter course in the spring of

1873, having spent considerable time teaching in

the public schools in Vermont and Illinois prior

to his graduation.

During his teaching he devoted his leisure to

reading law and spent a few months in the office

of William Jones at Lincoln, Illinois. In Novem-

ber, 1873, he came to Sycamore, shortly thereafter

entered the law office of Charles Kellum and since

that time has devoted his attention entirely to law.

He was admitted to the bar in September, 1875;

practiced in partnership with his preceptor. Judge

Kellum, for two years; afterw-ards with Judge
Lowell until the spring of 1883 when, on the elec-

tion of Judge Lowell to the bench, he entered into

partnership with Gilbert H. Denton; and, on the

dis.solution of that firm and the removal of Mr.

Denton to Denver, Colorado, in the fall of 1889,

he formed a partnership with George W. Dunton.

John Faissler entered the office as a student in

1895, afterward becoming a member of the firm,

ilr. Dunton retired January 1, 1907, and John E.

Cochran, who had entered the office as a clerk in

1904, was admitted as a partner, and they are

now practicing under the firm name of Games,
Faissler & Cochran. They occupy a fine suite of

rooms in the Daniel Pierce building and have a

large practice, being regularly retained by several

of the banks and large manufacturing concerns of

the countv and bv the Chicago & Northwestern;
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Illinois Central; Illinois, Iowa & Minnesota, and

De Kalb-Sycamore Railroads. Mr. Carnes has

been successful as a jurj' advocate and has done

the larger part of that work in which liis firms

have been engaged, since retiring from partner-

ship with Judge Kellum.

On the 1st of June, 1880, Mr. Carnes was mar-

ried to Miss Helen A. McMollan, a daughter of

Archibald and Helen (Blacke) McMollan, of

Oregon, Illinois. They have one daughter, Hope
Carnes, born October 15, 1882.

Mr. Carnes is a republican but has never been

active in political life. His time and energy have

been devoted to his profession. He has taken an

interest in public affairs and been liberal in sup-

port of measures calculated to advance the inter-

ests of his town, contributing thereto both time

and money, but he has always believed that the

profession of law affords an ample field for energy
and endeavor and has governed his life accordingly,

permitting no side issue of politics, business or

social life to much divert his attention from his

chosen work. He has much faith in the future of

Sycamore and De Kalb county, regards himself

fortunate in his choice of location and predicts

that the remarkable development of this county,
which he has witnessed in the last thirty-three

years, will be equaled and surpassed in the next

third of a century.

SAMUEL ROTE.

Samuel Rote has found in the rich agricultural

resources of De Kalb county the means not only
for a livelihood but for the acquirement of a com-

fortable competence, for here he has spent his

entire life, having been born in Lycoming county,

Pennsylvania, August 14, 1844, while today he

owns a well improved farm of eighty acres on sec-

tion 26, Mayfield township. His parents, Henry
and Esther (Carpenter) Rote, were born in Penn-

sylvania. The father, hearing favorable reports

concening the new and rapidly developing west,

made his way to this state in 1856, and followed

farming in Mayfield township.

Samuel Bote acquired his education in the com-

mon schools of Mayfield township while spending
the days of his boyhood and youth under the

parental roof. He was early trained by his father

to the duties of the home farm, assisting in the

work of the homestead property until starting out

upon an independent business career, at which
time he chose the occupation to which he had been

reared and this has continued to be his source

of revenue to the present time. He is now the

owner of a well improved farm of eighty acres,

situated on section 26, Mayfield township, and here

he is engaged in raising the cereals best adapted
to soil and climate and through the careful culti-

vation of his land he is rewarded each year with

rich harvests, his products finding a ready sale on
the market, where they command the highest

prices.

Mr. Rote was married February IS, 1868, to

Miss Christina Yonkin, and their union has been

blessed with a son and daughter: George C, who
follows farming in Mayfield township; and Alice,

now the wife of Robert R. Renwick, a resident

farmer of this township, and whose sketch appears
elsewhere in this work.

While believing firmly in the principles and

policy of the republican party, Mr. Rote has never

been active in political ranks, and aside from

serving as pathmaster for one term, has never filled

public office, preferring to give his time and at-

tention to his private business affairs. Mrs. Rote
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church at

Sycamore, and Mr. Rote attends its services. He
is well known in De Kalb county, where his en-

tire life has been passed, and is recognized as a

most honorable and trustworthy citizen, well de-

serving of mention among the highly esteemed

residents in a work of this character.

HENRY H. SLADE.

The farming interests of De Kalb township find

a worthy representative in Henry H. Slade, who

operates ninety-one acres of land belonging to his

father, Joseph Slade, in De Kalb township. The
old family homestead was the place of his birth and

his natal day December 15, 1878. His parents
were Jo.seph and Jane (Sarney) Slade, both natives

of England. The father was born February 4,

1829, and, crossing the Atlantic to America, set-

tled in the Empire state, where he began work as
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a farm hand near Albany. Tliinking that he

would have better business opportunities in the

middle west, he came, after a short time, to De

Kalb county, where he was employed at various

kinds of labor for twelve years. He then pur-

chased the farm upon which his son, Henry H., is

now located, making it his home imtil 1905, when

he returned to the city of De Kalb, where he is

now living retired. He was for a long period an

active and energetic agriculturist, bringing his

fields under a high state of cultivation and greatly

enhancing the productiveness of the land. It was

on the 5th of February, 1878, that Joseph Slade was

united in marriage to Miss Jane Sarney. They
traveled life's journey happily together for about

nine years and were then separated by the death

of the wife on the 12th of March, 1887.

Reared imder the parental roof, Henry H.

Slade acquired a common school education and was

early trained to the work of the farm. As soon

as old enough he took up the task of plowing,

planting and harvesting and he has always been

identified with agricultural pursuits in De Kalb

township. His work has been of a practical

nature that has produced good results, and he is

operating an excellent farm of ninety-one acres

which is well improved in many respects.

On the 1st of August, 1904, Mr. Slade was mar-

ried to Miss Jennie Swanson, who was of Swed-

ish parentage. She came alone from Sweden to

De Kalb county in 1902 and two years later gave
her hand in marriage to Mr. Slade. They now
have an interesting little son, Herbert Joseph.
The parents attend and support the Congrega-
tional church of De Kalb and are much esteemed

in the community where they reside. Mr. Slade

votes with the republican party but does not seek

or desire office, preferring to give undivided at-

tention to his business affairs.

JOHN G. DAVY.

John G. Davy, for fifteen years superintendent
of the Bradt & Shipman Glove Factory, at De

F.alb, and one of the most prominent and re-

-spected business men of the city, was born here

<.n the 7th of March, 1859. His parents, Charles

and Mary Ann (Whittler) Davy, were natives of

England and emigrated to this country in 1855,

settling in De Kalb, Illinois, where the father

engaged in the butchering lousiness. He was a

strict business man, true to those principles whicli

guide and govern successful men. He died on the

29tli of June, 1862, at the comparatively early

age of thirty-two years, survived by his wife and

two sons. Mrs. Davy remained a resident of this

county until she, too, was called to her final rest

on the 13th of December, 1901, at the age ^'f

seventy-two years. The sons are still living, the

older being Robert C. Davy.
In taking up the personal history of John G.

Davy we present to our readers the life record of

one who is very widely and favorably known by
reason of his enterprise and business integrity.

He was educated in the schools of De Kalb and

entered business life as an employe in the grocery

house of George H. Gurler, with whom he re-

mained for three and a half years. He also worked

at different times in the Haish and EUwood wire

fi.ctories, and in 1880 he entered the employ of

I A. Robinson, proprietor of a glove factory,

located in the basement of the Glidden House.

He remained there for two years and on the ex-

piration of his first year Mr. Robinson made him

foreman of the shop. In 1883 he bought out tli-,'

De Kalb Glove & Mitten Company, which he suc-

cessfully conducted on his own account, increas-

ing the business to such an extent that the firm

of Mott & Wolcott were induced to buy him out

in 1891. In the following year that firm sold

out to Bradt & Shipman, who placed Mr. Davy
in charge of the entire plant and he has since acted

as superintendent, covering a period of fifteen

years. He is thoroughly acquainted with the busi-

ness in principle and detail as a practical workman
and equally as an executive of affairs, and his

ability is constantly being manifest in one phase
or another in the control of an extensive plant,

which, under his direction, has yielded an excel-

lent profit to the firm. In working out new im-

provements he has invented and received several

United States patents. His most successful patent—the Davy tip for out seam gloves and mittens- -

is now in the third year of its manufacture. He
also has a Canadian patent for this invention and

its manufacture is being pushed in both countries

by prominent firms under royalty.
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On the 29th of March, 1882, Mr. Davy was

united in marriage to Miss Laura B. Stevens, who

\'7as born at Sterling, New York, on the 5th

of August, 1865, and is a daughter of Phillip and

Caroline M. Stevens. Her father died March 25.

1880, and her mother, removing to Illinois, im-

mediately afterward arrived here on the 18th of

May. Mr. and Mrs. Davy have become the parents

of six children, as follows: Althea Kuth, who

was born October 11, 1883
;
Percival E., February

10, 1886; Benjamin L., December 1, 1888; Reu-

ben R., June 1, 1891; Oakley B., October 12,

1893 ; and Jeane Vera, July 8, 1904.

Mr. Davy is one of De Kalb's prominent men

of good business tact and enterprise and has been

interested in several business concerns but is now

giving his attention exclusively to the glove busi-

ness and his real-estate investments. He has served

for two tenns in the city council from the second

ward and is interested in all that pertains to gen-

eral progress and improvement. He is a charter

nember of the Modern Woodmen of America,

which was organized in 1884 and also a charter

member of the Knights of the Maccabees, the

Royal Neighbors, the Yeomen and the Archaean

Union, in all of which he is a leading spirit and

active, earnest worker. He is also a member of

De Kalb Commercial Club and a firm believer in

the future of his home city. His entire life has

been passed here, and without special family or

pecuniary advantages at the outset of his career

be has worked his way upward until he has long

been recognized as a force not only in business

life but also in fraternal circles, while the num-

ber of his friends here is almost co-extensive with

the circle of his acquaintances.

B. W. LYONS.

Among the native sons of De Kalb county who

have retained their residence within its borders

enjoying the privileges and opportunities here of-

fered, is numbered B. W. Lyons. His natal date

was March 28, 1869, and the place of his birth is

the old family homestead in Afton township. His

parents, Martin and ^lary Lyons, were natives of

Ireland, the latter born in County Mayo in 1839,

while the father was born in the year 1835. They

became the parents of nine children, three sons

and six daughters, of whom five are living. It was

in the year 1856 that the parents became residents

of De Kalb county, and upon the home farm in

Afton .township, B. W. Lyons was born and

reared. After attending the public schools, he con-

tinued his education at Dixon, Illinois, and later

graduated from the Northern Indiana Business

and Normal College at Valpai-aiso, Indiana, sub-

sequent to which time he taught school for five

years. He was an able educator, imparting readily

and successfully to others the knowledge he had

acquired. Since that time his energies have been

concentrated upon his farming pursuits and he is

classed with the foremost representatives of agi'i-

cultural interests in Afton township. He owns

and operates a farm of two hundred acres on sec-

tions 22 and 27, and the property is one of the

attractive features of the landscape because of the

well tilled fields and good improvements upon the

place.

On the 16th of February, 1904, Mr. Lyons was

united in marriage to Miss Margaret Roche, who

was born in Rutland township, Kane county, Illi-

nois, September 27, 1871. Her father, William

Roche, was a native of Ireland and was born

March 17, 1834, while her mother's birth occurred

in Hampshire township, Kane county, Illinois,

March 17, 1847. They were married in Elgin,

Illinois, July 10, 1865, and were well known farm-

ing people who occupied the old homestead place

upon which Mrs. Roche was born. They became

the parents of a large family of fourteen children,

six sons and eight daughters, and it is a remark-

able fact that thirteen of the number are still

living.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Lyons has been

blessed with two sons: Raymond F., who was

born November 23, 1904; and Bernard R., who

was born May 8, 1906. Mrs. Lyons is a well edu-

cated lady and was graduated from the high

school of Hampshire, Illinois, and engaged in

teaching for four years. Both Mr. and Mrs.

Lyons are well informed people, keeping in touch

with the trend of modern thought through reading

and observation, and they occupy an enviable posi-

tion in social circles. They are communicants of

the St. Mary's Catholic church, and Mr. Lyons

belongs to the Elma camp. No. 2744, M. W. A. ;

to the Royal Neighbors lodge, No. 2212, and to
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the Knights of Coluuibus at De Kalb. Politically

he is a democrat, recognized as one of the local

leaders of the party, and is now holding the office

of assessor, in which position, he has served eight

years. He has likewise been town clerk for two

years and has been most loyal to the trust reposed

in him. He has many friends in the county where

his entire life has been passed and those who know

him best entertain for him the warmest regard.

C. A. DOTY.

C. A. Doty is proprietor of the Home Dairy, the

leading business of this character in Sycamore for

the sale of milk to the retail trade. He is a young

man of energy, developing his business interests

along modern lines and his alert and enterprising

spirit constitutes a safe basis upon which to build

success. His liirtli oc-curred in Oxford, Ohio.

August 13, ISTG. His father, F. B. Doty, who

now resides in Kane covuity, Illinois, is a farmer

l)y occupation, ainl in 1886 located in Kane county,

where he now owns and cultivates one hundred

and twenty acres of land.

C. A. Doty was a lad of ten years when he ac-

companied his parents to Illinois. He was reared

upon the home farm and completed his education

in the ]iul)lic schools of Kane county, also becom-

ing familiar with all of the duties and labors that

fall to the lot of tlie agriculturist, while assisting

his father in the work of the home place. He
started out in life on his own account at the age

of twenty-three years, and for three years followed

farming in Kane county. In March, 1904, he re-

moved to Sycamore and established the Home

Dairy, beginning business in a modest way. He
had a limited number of patrons and kept but two

cows. Gradually his business grew and developed

under his capable management and he now handles

the product from seven of the largest dairy farms

in the county, where are kept altogether about one

hundred and fifty cows. His average daily sales

amount to from one hundred and sixty to two

hundred gallons. The Home Dairy has seven hun-

dred customers and the plant is being improved
and enlarged from time to time. New machinery
is being installed as the increase of the business

warrants and two uiilk wagons are utilized through-

out the year in delivering milk. The rapid growth

and development of this enterprise indicates some-

thing of the business ability, strong purpose and

connnendable ambition of ilr. Doty, who is in-

deed one of the wide-awake young men of Syca-

more. He nmkes it his purpose to give satisfac-

tion to his patrons and thus insure a continuance

of a liberal public support.

Mr. Doty was married to Miss Ethel Perry, of

Kane county, Illinois, a daughter of Myron C.

I'errv. mnv deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Doty have

three children, Tressa, Myrl and Laverne. Polit-

ically Mr. Doty is a republican and in religious

faith his wife is connected with the United

Bretliren church. Sycamore has seen a valuable

addition to its business circles since he removed to

this city and he is now controlling an enterprise

of iinpiu-tance, belonging to that class of men

whose business energy and activity contribute so

much to the jiublic stability and the interests of

the communitv.

EDWIN TUDOR.

Ivlwin Tudor, living on a faim of eighty acres,

from wliich he derives a good income in the shape

of golden harvests, was born in the city of Ivon-

don, England, March 8, 1849. His father, .John

Tudor, was also a native of London, and with his

family came to the United States in 185G. He

had nine children, five sons and four daughters.

The subject of this review was only seven years

of age at the time of the emigration to the new

world and under the parental roof he spent the

days of his boyhood and youth, early becoming

familiar with the duties and labors that fall to the

lot of the agriculturists. He acquired a common-

school education and the occupation to which he

was reared has been his life work. He now owns

and controls eighty acres of land in DeKalb town-

ship, and works untiringly and persistently in

keeping his fields under a high state of cultivation

and thus enhancing their productiveness.

Having arrived at years of maturity Mr. Tudor

sought a companion and helpmate for life's journey

and was married to ^liss Elma Hubbet, who was

born in this county in 18.52. Her father was born

in Elmira, New York, and came west to Illinois in
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1839, casting in his lot with the pioneer settlers

of this part of the state and aiding in reclaiming

the wild prairies for the purposes of cultivation.

For many years he was closely associated with

farming interests, but is now living retired in

De Kalb, well meriting the rest which he is now

enjoying. In his family were two sons and a

daughter. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Tudor have been

born two children : Willie, born December 8, 1874
;

and Minnie P., born February 14, 1881. The son

is married and is farming in De Kalb township
and the daughter is the wife of Floyd Listy, who

operates her father's farm. She has one child,

Elva May, born July 18, 1903.

Mr. and Mrs. Tudor support the Methodist

Episcopal church and he is interested in all that

tends to promote the material, intellectual and

moral growth of the community. For six years

he has served as school director and he believes in

the m-niiitenance of good schools and the employ-
ment of competent teachers. For a half century

he has lived in this part of the state. The traveler

of today, looking upon the fine farms and thriving'

towns, can scarcely imagine the condition which

the Tudor family found on their arrival. Large
tracts of land were still in their primitive con-

dition and many evidences of frontier life were

still to be seen. Throughout the intervening

years Mr. Tudor has watched the development as

log cabins have been replaced with substantial

frame residences and as crude farm machinery has

given way before the reaper, the binder and the

mower. He has from the beginning of his resi-

dence in Illinois been connected with agricultural

pursuits and is now living an active and useful

life of that character.

C. A. SWANBERG.

C. A. Swanberg is a self-made man, for all that

he today enjoys has been acquired through his own

well directed labors. Starting out in life without

capital, he has worked diligently and energetically

through the passing years aud that his efforts have

been crowned with a goodly measure of pros-

perity is indicated by the fine farm of one hun-

dred and nine acres, situated on sections 26 and 28,

Mayfield township, which he today owns.

Mr. Swanberg is a native of Sweden, born April

21, 1854, and was a youth of fourteen years, when,
in 1868, he accompanied his parents, Peter and

Ingra (Nelson) Swanberg, on their emigration to

the United States. Upon his arrival on the

shores of the new world, the father at once made
his way to Chicago, where he spent four years,

working as a carpenter in the shops of the North-

western Eailroad Company.
In 1870 C. A. Swanberg started out to make his

own way in the world and continued to make his

home in Chicago until 1875, when he came to De
Kalb county and engaged in farm work by the

month for four years. He then operated his father's

farm in Cortland township for two years, after

which he went to Hampshire, Kane coimty, and

there followed farming for two years. He next

removed to the David Syme farm in Mayfield

township, De Kalb county, which he operated for

eleven years. During all these years he worked

diligently and persistently in the hope that he

might some day own a farm of his own. He
lived frugally and economically, carefully hus-

banding his resources, so that at length he was en-

abled to purchase land, and in 1896 he became the

owner of his present farm of one hundred and

nine acres, situated on sections 26 and 28, Mayfield

township. He has improved his place with good

buildings, including a nice home and outbuildings

necessary for the shelter of grain and stock, while

his land has been placed under a high state of cul-

tivation, and he annually harvests good crops as a

result of the care and labor he bestows upon his

fields. He is progressive in his methods of farm

work, using the latest improved machinery to faci-

litate his laljors, and his business dealings, too, are

ever reliable, so that he is well deserving of the

high degree of success to which he has attained.

On the 6th of December, 1882, Mr. Swanberg
was united in marriage to Miss Emma Naker,
who has proved to him a worthy helpmate on life's

journey. Their marriage has been blessed with a

daughter and son : Grace, who was born December

12, 1883
;
and George M., who was born December

18, 1886. Both are still under the parental roof,

the latter giving to his father substantial aid in

carrying on the work of the homestead farm.

Mr. Swanberg believes firmly in the principles

of the republican party, voting for its men and

measures, yet he is not an aspirant for public office.
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preferring to concentrate his time upon his private

business affairs. He is a member of the Modern

Woodmen of America, belonging to the camp at

Sycamore, while both he and his wife are devoted

members of the Lutheran church of that city.

Mr. Swanberg has proved a most loyal citizen of

his adopted country, and here he has found the

opportunities which are ever sought by ambifious

yoimg men, and today finds a place among the

worthy citizens of De Kalb countv.

^u EDWIN IIOKACE FAY.
r

Edwin Horace Fay, a Mexican war veteran and

pioneer resident of Squaw Grove township, was

bom at Manlius. ()non(laga county. New York,

August 4, 1826, and was the eldest son of Horace

W. Fay, the second representative from De Kaiti

county in the Illinois legislature. When he wa^

nine years of age his mother, Eoxana (Eaton)

Fay, died,
'

leaving his father with one son and

four daughters. For three years he made his

home with an uncle in Michigan.

About 1837 Horace W. Fay took up land in con-

junction with his brother, Wells A. Fay, who set-

tld in Squaw Grove township in 183G. The sub-

ject of the sketch followed in 1838 and for nearly

seventy years has been a resident of De Kalb

county. In April, 1847, he enlisted in Company
G, of the Sixteenth Kentucky Volunteer Eegi-

ment, under Captain Bills, of Naperville, Illinois.

He belonged to the musical corps and served as

fifer for sixteen months in the Mexican war. He
was under Generals Wood and Scott and went to

Monterey, Mexico. He was discharged at New-

port in August, 1848. Upon returning to De Kalb

county he took up one hundred and sixty acres of

land from the government on a soldier's warrant.

His father was a civil engineer on the Illinois

and Michigan canal, and while with him he be-

came acquainted with Miss Ann Webb Hawood,
of Lockport, Illinois, and they were married April
19. 18.55. The lady was born in Waterville, Maine,

and was a daughter of Timothy and Elenor Hay-
wood. Unto this union were born four children :

Arthur Holmes Fay. of Nevada. Iowa; Herbert.

Wells Fav, of De Kalb. Illinois: Oscar Hawlev

Fay, of Hinckley, Illinois: and Orpha Alice, who

died in infancy.

Soon after the death of his wife on the 11th of

November, 1884, Mr. Fay disposed of liis farm

interests on section 27, Squaw Grove township,

and moved to Hinckley, where he has since re-

sided. He was a successful farmer and stockman

and his land was under faultless cultivation, well

fenced and provided with commodious buildings.

He was one of the founders of the Sandwich

Manufacturing Company and for many years

owned eighty shares of stock.

Mr. Fay received his early education in a few

winter terms in a log schoolhouse, but by per-

sistent study at home he mastered the higher

mathematics, preparing himself for a school

teacher. In his struggles for knowledge he was

materially assisted by his neighbor, Ex-Governoi"

.John L. Beveridge, who was then a student at

Mount Morris Seminary. Mr. Fay was one of

the pioneer school teachers of Somonauk town-

ship. He had a natural talent for music and for

many years conducted singing school in the log

school ])ou.ses of southern De Kalb county.

Politically Mr. Fay has allied himself with the

republican party. He is a man of exemplary hab-

its, strict integrity and has a strong personality.

AVhile his locks have been whitened by the snows

of eighty winters, he is a great reader and keeps

in close touch with the affairs of the world.

JAMES A. DOOLEY.

James A. Dooley, owner of the only general store

in Clare, where he is conducting a successful trade,

was born March 23, 1875, in Cortland township,
this county, his parents being Timothy and

Catherine (Keenan) Dooley. The parents were

lioth natives of Kane county, Illinois, whence they

removed to De Kalb county in the early '40s. The
father served as a soldier in the Civil war as a

member of (Jompany A, Fifty-second Illinois In-

fantry. The mother is still living and resides at

Sycamore. Their son James spent his boyhood

days under the parental roof and acquired a com-

mon-school education in Cortland township, after

which he spent one term as a student in the

Wheatnn high school and one term in Wheaton
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College. His school life being ended, he accepted

a clerkship with L. C. Clyne, a general merchant

at Maple Park, Illinois, with whom he remained

for three years. He then learned telegraphy at

St. Charles, Illinois, after which he was station

agent and telegraph operator at Maywood, this

state, for two years. In 1896 he came to Clare,

where for six years he served in the capacity of

station agent, proving a trustworthy representative

(if tlie road. He entered the general store at Clare

as manager, and after two years he bought out the

liusiiiess, now conducting the only establishment of

the kind in the village. He carries a good line of

goods and draws a liberal patronage from the town

and surrounding country. He has been post--

master of Clare since 1903.

Mr. Doo!ey has likewise served in other official

]iositions. He has been town clerk for the past

three years and is still the incumbent in that

office as he is in the position of school director. He

iias likewise served in the latter position for three

years and his duties have been discharged with

promptness and fidelity. He was married June 7,

1899, to Miss Olive M. Anderson, a resident of

Mayfield township, and they are widely and favor-

ablv known in the community where they make

their home.

HON. WESTEL W. SEDGWICK.

The life of Westel W. Sedgwick was of marked

service and benefit to his fellowmen, and his in-

terest in public welfare and his efforts in its

behalf caused his death to be deeply deplored

when, in July, 1904, he was called from this life.

His name is inseparably interwoven with the

history of Sandwich in its business development,

political, individual and moral progress, and, more-

over, he was known to many men of prominence

in the state, having been one of the framers of

the present constitution.

The life record of Westel W^ Sedgwick began

in Oneida coimty. New York, June 7, 1837, his

parents being Dr. Samuel and Ruhama P.

(Knight) Sedgwick, who were likewise natives of

the Empire .state. The father engaged in the

practice of medicine and surgery after having at-

tended the medical school of Fairfield College, at

Fairfield, New York, which was presided over

by Professor Willoughby, in whose honor the sub-

ject of this review was named. Dr. Samuel Sedg-

wick had two brothers who were also practicing

physicians, and both came to Illinois, Dr. Elijah

Sedgwick locating in Elgin, Kane county, where

he engaged in practice for a short time, and then

turned his attention to other business pursuits,

while Dr. Parker Sedgwick located in Blooming-

dale, Du Page county, where he built up a large

practice and was recognized as one of the ablest

memljers of his profession in that part of the

state.

Dr. Samuel Sedgwick located for practice at

Black Creek, New York, and in 1837 became a

member of the medical fraternity at Hartford,

Ijicking county, Ohio, where he resided for three

years. He next lived at East Union, Coshocton

county, where he practiced for four years, also

serving as postmaster of that village for two years

under President Tyler. Leaving Ohio, he took

up his abode at Little Eock, Kendall county, Illi-

nois, where he continued to reside until his death,

whicli occurred about 1841, when he was forty-

five years of age. He was much interested in reli-

gious work and held membership in the Congre-

gational church. His wife died in Sandwich when

eighty-three years of age, having long survived

him. She, too, was a devout member of the Con-

gregational church for many years but in later

life joined the Baptist church at Sandwich.

Dr. and Mrs. Sedgwick were parents of seven

children: Westel W. ; Elizabeth, the widow of

Oliver S. Hende, of Sandwich ;
Sarah A., the wife

of William Brewer
;
Louisa J., who married James

H. Lay but is now deceased; Maria, who died in

Sandwich; James H., an attorney of Peoria, Illi-

nois; and one who died in infancy.

Dr. Westel W. Sedgwick accompanied his par-

ents on their various removals and in his youth

took up the study of medicine under the direction

of his father, subsequently continuing his reading

in the office of his uncle. Dr. Parker Sedgwick at

Bloomingdale, Illinois. His collegiate instruction

was received from Rush Medical College, at Chi-

cago, from which he wa.s graduated with the class

of 1848. Prior to this time, however, he had

practiced for a year with his father. It was a

year in which much sickness, especially of a

febrile nature prevailed, and the father and son
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were constantly employed in looking after their

patients until at length Dr. Samuel Sedgwick be-

came a victim of typhoid and passed away. Dr.

W. W. Sedgwick continued to engage in practice

at Little Eock until 1857, when he removed to

Sandwich, where for a short time he continued as

a medical practitioner. He then took up the study

of law and was admitted to the bar about 1862.

He at once entered upon the prosecution of the

profession in Sandwich and De Kalb county and

throughout his remaining days gave attention to

office practice but in his later years left the trial

of cases to others because of impaired health. He

became a factor in banking circles in 1884 by the

purchase of the private bank of Culver Brothers,

and remained president of the Sedgwick Bank of

Sandwich until his death, with S. P. Sedgwick as

cashier and C. F. Sedgwick as assistant casliier.

These sons have since continued the business and

from the beginning the bank has maintained an

unassailable reputation for the reliability of its

methods and the collateral back of it.

Dr. Sedgwick was married on the 21st anniver-

sary of his birth to Miss Sarah A. Toombs, a

daughter of William Toombs, a resident of Little

Eock, where he was engaged in the hotel business

for a number of years, having come to this state

from Michigan about 18-16. Nine children were

born of this marriage, of whom three died in

childhood. The others are : Agnes, Caroline Ger-

trude, the wife of Webster M. Dyas; S. P.; Har-

vey, who died at the age of fifteen years; Charles

F. ; and Jennie May, the wife of Eugene Hill, of

Chicago. The mother, who was a consistent mem-
ber of the Sandwich Presbyterian church, died in

1895, at the age of sixtj'-seven years.

While the professional and financial interests of

Dr. Sedgwick made heavy claim upon his time

and attention, he nevertheless found opportunity
for co-operation in those movements and plans
which have proven directly beneficial to the city

and county. He was public-spirited and enter-

prising. In politics, while he usually voted the

republican ticket, he did not consider himself

bound by party ties and his opinions were based

upon a broad and intimate knowledge of the issues

and questions of the day. In 1862 he was elected

to the state legislature, and in 1869 was chosen

to represent his district in the constitutional con-

vention which framed the present organic law of

the state. He was elected the first mayor of Sand-

wich after its incorporation and served as the

chief executive of the city for several terms, giv-

ing an administration that was characterized by

reform and substantial improvement as well as by

economic public expenditure. He long served as

an elder in the Presbyterian church, in which he

held membership, and aside from any business oi*

political relations which he sustained, to the pub-
lic he was known as a man of genuine worth and

honor, whose good qualities won him more than

favorable regard, gaining for him sincere and

warm friendship.

WILLIAM VON OHLEN.

William Yon Ohlen is the owner of valuable

fanning interests in Squaw Grove township and

the president of the Hinckley State Bank. He was

born in the province of Brunswick, Germany, May
14, 1843, and is a son of Christian H. and Johanna

(Borneman) Von Ohlen, who were also natives of

the province of Brunswick, the former born in

171>S and the latter in 1808. They were married

in their native country and in 1855 came to the

United States, settling on a farm near Sandwich.

The father was a man of some means and prac-

tically lived retired after coming to the new world.

He possessed broad education, acquainted himself

with political conditions and possibilities in the

new world and while in his native country served

as a member of the legislature, or the reichstag.

He was often consulted by his neighbors upon

legal matters and was frequently named as ex-

ecutor of estates. He held membership in the

Evangelical Lutheran church, contributed gen-

erously to its support and was active in its work..

He died in the year 1880 at the advanced age of

eighty-two years, while his wife passed away in

1882. They were the parents of eight children :

Christian, now living in Victor township ; Minnie,
the wife of Christian Bale, who is living retired

in Hinckley; Johanna, the wife of Henry Thorel,

a retired farmer of Hinckley ; Henry, who has also

put aside -the duties of agricultural life and is now

living in Somonauk; William, of this review; Lew-

is, deceased: Lena, the widow of Anton Boiler
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and now a resident of Hinckley ;
and Herman, who

died in infancy.

William Von Ohlen was reared to farm life and

in his hoyhood days was a pupil in the district

schools. He has always lived upon a farm and

began agricultural pursuits on his own account in

Victor township, where he lived for six years. In

the spring of 1874 he bought a farm in Squaw
Grove township and, removing to that place, he

sold his home in Victor township. In December.

1893, he retired from active business life and took

up his abode in Hinckley, where lie has remained

to the present time. He is, however, still associ-

ated with agricultural interests as the owner of

four hundred acres of rich and valuable land in

Squaw Grove townshiji and he has a handsome

residence in the village. In l!ior! the Hinckley

State Bank was organized, with William Von

Ohlen as president ; George S. Potter as vice presi-

dent ; J. B. Pogue, cashier ;
and L. .1 . Van Aistyne.

assistant cashier. The capital stock is twenty-

five thousand dollars and the surplus five thousand

dollars, while the deposits at last report amounted

to one hundred and seventy-four thousand, live

hundred and eighty-seven dollars and twenty-four

cents. The institution has prospered from the

start and has made for itself a good name in finan-

cial circles, at the same time proving of much value

to the business interests of the community. Mr.

Von Ohlen is also a stockholder in the Hinckley

Grain Company and thus his invested interests

are of a character which bring him a good finan-

cial return annually.

In early manhood, aroused by a spirit of patriot-

ism, William Von Ohlen donned the blue uniform

and went to the south in defense of the old flag.

He enlisted on the 20th of September, 1861, when

but eighteen years of age, lieing enrolled at Au-

rora as a member of Company B, Thirty-sixth Illi-

nois Volunteer Infantry. He continued with thg

regiment until mustered out in the hospital at

Louisville, Kentucky, in the summer of 1863 on

account of disability. He participated in the bat-

tle of Pea Eidge, where he sustained a bullet wound

that passed clear through his body from one side

to the other. He was also in the battles of Perry-

ville and Stone Eiver, where he was again wound-

ed, the bullet passing through both legs. He was

then taken to the hospital, where the smallpox

broke out. Receiving an honorable discharge.

he was sent home, for he was no longer able to aid

in active work on the field. In days of peace he

has been equally loyal in citizenship and his ef-

forts have been an element in the welfare and up-

building of the community in which he resides.

On the 1st of September, 1866, Mr. Von Ohlen

was united in marriage to Miss Mary Roth, of

Pierce township, a daughter of Henry and Kath-

erine Roth, who came from Germany in 1848, set-

tling in Du Page county, Illinois, upon a farm.

After six years they removed to De Kalb county,

establishing their home in Victor township. CJnto

Mr. and Mrs. Von Ohlen were born three daiigh-

ters and a son : Amelia C, the widow of Edward

Ramer, a farmer, and now a resident of Albu-

querque, New Mexico ; Arret H., who married

Josie Reitz and has two children, their home being

upon his father's farm; Alta A., the wife of

Charles M. Darnell, a resident farmer of Squaw
Grove township ; and Veda May, the wife of Frank

Wagner, a resident farmer of Big Rock township,

Kane county, Illinois. The mother of these chil-

dren passed away October 28, 1894, at the age of

fifty-one years. She was a devoted Christian

woman, holding membership in the Evangelical

Lutheran church, and her friends were many. On

the 30th of August, 1900, Mr. Von Ohlen was

married to Mrs. Maria H. Slater, the widow of

Philo Slater and a daughter of George W. and

Charlotte Severance, of Massachusetts, who set-

tled in Big Rock township, Kane county, Illinois.

Mrs. Von Ohlen was born December 9, 1848. She

is a nienil)er of the Methodist Episcopal church

and Mr. Von Ohlen belongs to the Evangelical Lu-

theran church. He also has membership relations

with Aurora post. No. 20, G. A. R., and is a Mason

who has filled all the offices in the lodge with one

exception, and is a past master.

His political allegiance is given the republican

party, of which he has been a stanch advocate

since the time of the war, when that political or-

ganization proved the defense of the Union. He

was road commissioner for twelve years and in

1894 was elected supervisor of Squaw Grove town-

ship, in which position he has since been continued

by successive re-elections—a fact which is indi-

cative of his unfaltering fidelity to duty and his

capability in discharging the tasks that devolve

upon him in this connection. For three years he

was president of the village hoard and is now treas-
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urer of the township school board. Mr. Von Olilen.

while born across the water, is a typical American

citizen, who in his life record has been faithful to

his adopted country, loyal to his friends and honor-

able and upright in all of his business relations.

His good qualities are many and that his life has

been upright is indicated by the fact that many of

his stanchest friends are those who have known

him throughout the period of his residence in the

new world.

ANDEEW BKADT.

Andrew Bradt has passed the eighty-fourth

milestone on life's journey and is living retired

in De Kalb, where he has long been known as a

most honorable and respected citizen. He was

born in Fulton county, New York, about a mile

north of fiockwood, on the 15th of May, 1823, his

parents being Anthony I. and Hannah (Peek)

Bradt, whose family numbered twelve children,

all of whom reached manhood and womanhood, and

the following are still living: Tunis, a resident

of Ephratalr, New York; Anthony, upon the old

homestead ; Andrew, of this review ; and Jane, the

widow of John Gray, living with her children in

western New York. The family is noted for

longevity, as will be seen by the fact that so many
members of the father's household are still living.

The father and mother were natives of Albany,

New York, and both were of Holland lineage.

They were reared and married in the city of their

nativity and soon afterward removed to Pulton

county. New York, where Anthony I. Bradt pur-

chased what became the old family homestead,

making it his residence up to the time of his

death, and it is now owned by his son and name-

sake. He died at the advanced age of ninety

years, while his wife passed away at the age of

seventy-five. Both were worthy and devoted mem-
bers of the Presbyterian church.

Andrew Bradt was reared in his father's home

and acquired his education in tMe common schools

near by. When nineteen years of age he started

out as an educator, teaching in the district schools

for fourteen years. In 18.55 he came to the west,

attracted by the broader business opportunities of

this newly developed region, and located in De

Kalb, since which time he has been closely iden-

tified with the interests of town and county. He

purchased a farm adjoining the town and here

began business in commercial lines as well, having

brought with him a stock of gloves and mittens

from Gloversville, New York. He embarked

in the wholesale glove trade and this w-as the

foundation of the present extensive glove manu-

facturing business now conducted by the firm of

Bradt & Shipman. For eighteen years Andrew

Bradt was identified with the wholesale business,

which he developed from an enterprise of small

proportions to one of considerable magnitude.

When his son and son-in-law became connected

with the enterprise he retired from active life and

soon afterward his successors established the manu-

facturing industry. Mr. Bradt was the pioneer

jobber west of Chicago, bringing the first stock of

goods of this character that was placed on sale

between Chicago and the Mississippi river. He
watched the indications of trade, laboi-ed for ad-

vancement along commendable lines and his suc-

cess was well merited. In those early days of

merchandising he had many things with which

to contend, for at that time the railroad had been

built through only to Dixon and much traveling

had to be done by team, his goods being hauled

in that way. Currency, too, had a fluctuating

value, for greenbacks were issued by the banks

and there was also much Canadian money in cir-

culation. "When he sent a package of Canadian

money east to l)uy his stock the merchants of

whom he made the purchase selected what they

wanted of it and returned the balance, but not-

withstanding these and numerous other drawbacks

of the period Mr. Bradt prospered and the years

brought him success as the reward of his untiring

labor, his careful management and business abil-

ity.

On the 31st of January. 1848, occurred the mar-

riage of Mr. Bradt and Miss Amy Ann Sweet, a

daughter of Hiram and Deborah (Simmons)

Sweet, both natives of New York. Unto Mr. and

Mrs. Bradt have been bom nine children, Charles

E., Samuel E. and Lulu, however, being the only

surviving members of the family. The daughter

is now the wife of Professor Parsons of the Nor-

mal School at De Kalb.

Upon the organization of the republican party

Mr. Bradt became one of its advocates, but has
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lever lieen an aspirant for office. He is chairman

f the board of trustees of the Methodist Episcopal
hurcli and in early life was one of its most active

rorkers, being a local preacher for a number of

ears. His interest in the church has never

eased and he still attends its services, although

dvancing years prevent him from taking the ac-

ive part which he formerly did in promoting its

iiterests. His name has ever been a synonym for

usiness integrity and for honor in all life's rela-

ions and wherever known he has commanded the

uqiialified respect and trust of hi.s fellowmen.

HENRY W. MILLER.

Henry W. Miller, living on section 38, Victor

ownship, has met with a gratifying measure of

irosperity in his business operations as a farmer

nd stock-raiser and his tract of land, comprising

ighty acres, is imder a high state of cultivation.

le was born in this township, January 13, 1863,

son of Walden Henry Miller, who was born in

rermany, April 30, 1837. He became one of the

arly residents of this county, purchased land and

pened up a farm. Here he married Elizabeth

hirkhart, also a native of Germany, born Novem-

er 34, 1859. He carried on his fanning opera-

ions in Victor township and became the owner

f a valuable and well cultivated tract of land of

wo hundred and forty acres, on which he reared

is family and spent his last years. Unto him and

is wife were born five sons and a daughter, who

ave reached adult age.

Like the other members of the household, Henry
V. Miller pursued his education in the common
phools and was trained to the work of the home

arm, rendering valuable assistance to his father

ntil after he had attained his majority, when he

ra.s married and went to a home of his own.

t was on the 34th of February, 1887, that he

redded Amanda Stahl, a native of the county and

daughter of William Stahl, who identified his

aterests with those of De Kalb county at an

arly day. On the day following their marriage
Ir. and Mrs. Miller took up their abode upon the

ann which has since been their home. He at once

laced the plow in the furrow and from that time

J the present has actively continued the work of

developing and improving his place. He has since

remodeled the house, built a corn erib and granary
and has a good barn upon tlie place. He has fenced

and tiled the land and made permanent improve-
ments, and annually he gathers good harvests as a

reward for the care and labor he bestows upon the

fields. He has made a specialty of raising and

feeding hogs and also keeps a good grade of Dur-

ham cattle and carries on a dairy business.

Mr. and Mrs. Miller have become the parents
of four sons: Bert 0., Harry H., Arthur J. and

Laverne A. They lost their only daughter. Hazel,

who died at the age of three years, her death

proving a sad blow to the parents. Mr. and Mrs.

Miller are members of the Somonauk Lutheran

church and were reared in that faith. Mr. Miller

holds membership relations with Leland lodge of

the Knights of the Globe, and in politics he has

been a life-long republican, casting his first presi-

dential vote for Benjamin Harrison and for every

nominee of the republican party at the head of the

ticket since that time. He has been elected and

served for nine consecutive years on the school

board, has been its secretary and has been district

clerk. He was also for two years township col-

lector, but though he has filled these different posi-

tions he has preferred to give his time and ener-

gies to his farming and business interests. He is,

liowever, never remiss in citizenship and has co-

operated in many movements for the public good.

His life has been one of industry, activity and

honor and he is much respected in Sycamore,

Sandwich, Leland and other parts of the county,

where he is well known. What he has accomplished
has come to him as the result of his own labors and

he is now one of the substantial farmers of the

community.

COLFAX SCHUYLER, D. D. S.

Dr. Colfax Schuyler, successfully engaged in

the practice of dentistry in De Kalb, was born in

Nunica, Michigan, February 83, 1868, his parents

being James H. and Mary (Sixbury) Schuyler.

The name of Sixbury has been closely associated

with the history of De Kalb county from pioneer

times, for Joseph Sixbury, the maternal grand-
father of Dr. Schuyler, was one of the earlv resi-
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dents of Sycamore, where he located in 183T,

when the city was little more than a crossroads

village. In fact he was one of the men who as-

sisted in locating the county seat at Sycamore and

aided in the upbuilding, development and progress

of the town. He and his wife were devoted mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which

he held the office of class-leader and steward for

several years. He was born in Amsterdam, Mont-

gomery county, New York, November 7, 1810, and

died at Sycamore, December 28, 1879, after a resi-

dence of more than forty-two years there. His

wife, also a native of Amsterdam, New York, was

born March 2, 1815, and passed away in 1880.

James H. Schuyler, the father of the Doctor,

was born in New York state and after attaining

his majority was united in marriage, in Sycamore,
on the 9th of May, 186(5, to Miss Mary E. Six-

bury, whose birth there occurred May 30, 1838.

Shortly after their marriage they removed tio

Nuniea, where two sons were born unto them :

Colfax, of this review
; and James C. The wife

and mother died February 7, 1876.

The father subsequently returned to Sycamore,

Illinois, where his little son Colfax was placed

under the care of his grandmother, Mrs. Malinda

Ellwood Sixbury. He acquired his early education

in the public schools, prepared for college, and,

having determined to make the practice of den-

tistry his life work, he entered the Chicago Col-

lege of Dental Surgery, in which he pursued a

full and thorough course, being graduated from

that institution in the class of 1891. Immediately
afterward he opened an office in De Kalh and has

since been steadily increasing his hold on popular
favor and patronage. He has a splendidly ap-

pointed office, supplied with all the latest appli-

ances known to the profession and his work is of

superior order, so that he has won a reputation
as the leading dentist of the city.

On the 2d of September, 1896, Dr. Schuyler
was united in marriage to Miss Harriet D. Good-

rich, the accomplished daughter of Erastus and

Phebe (Dodge) Goodrich. Mrs. Schuyler was

born in New York, May 10, 1871, and in 1879 was

brought by her parents to De Kalb county, where

she was reared to womanhood and acquired her

education. I.^nto Dr. and Mrs. Schuyler have been

born two children : Chancy G., born November 9,

1899; and Harriet, November 13, 1901.

The Doctor finds one of his chief sources of rest

and recreation in fishing, being a lover of the

sport which has for its object the capture of the

finny tribe. In politics he is a republican, thor-

oughly in sympathy with the principles and policy

of the party, while his fraternal relations connect

him with lodge No. 144, A. P. & A. M., and with

the Elks lodge. No. 765. He and his family own

and occupy the beautiful residence at No. 221

North Second street and the Doctor and his wife

are numbered among De Kalb's best citizens.

They are representatives of old families of the

county and are highly esteemed wherever known.

The Doctor, devoting his life to a work wherein

advancement depends entirely upon individual

merit and skill, has made substantial and steady

progress and undoubtedly the future holds in store

for him still greater successes.

.lolIX CAHLSOX.

That John Car'.son is numltered among tlie suc-

cessful farmers of De Kail) township is due en-

tirely to liis own labors and perseverance. He is

indeed a self-made man, and his life has been one

of activity and usefulness, of worthy principles and

honorable conduct, so that he well merits the es-

teem which is uniformly tendered him.

A native of Sweden, he was born October 34,

1854, a son of Carlson P. and Olina Olson, who

were likewise natives of Sweden, in which coun-

try they spent their entire lives. John Carlson had

no special advantages in his boyhood and youth.

In fact he was denied many opportunities which

many people regard as essential to success. He
attended school to some extent but his youth was

largely a period of earnest toil. He soon came to

know the value of industry and perseverance, how-

ever, and upon these substantial qualities he has

builded his prosperity as the years have gone by.

Bidding adieu to friends and native land in 1879,

he sailed for America to benefit by the broader

business opportunities of this country. Since his

marriage he has continuously engaged in farming.
In 1882 Mr. Carlson wedded Miss Matilda Fre-

dell, who was born in Sweden, September 24, 1863,

a daughter of Freedell M. Johnson and his wife,

wlio were natives of Sweden and died in that coun-
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try. It was in 1876 that Mrs. Carlson came to the

United States, making the trip all alone althougli

only fourteen years of age, from which time nntil

her marriage she provided for her own support.

Her industry and frugality have since jjroven a

strong and helpful element in her husband's suc-

cess. Following their marriage Mr. Carlson began

farming and for seventeen years cultivated rented

land year by year adding to his capital as oppor-

tunity offered until at length he had acquired a

sufficient sum to enable him to purchase one hun-

dren and twenty acres, lying on section 9, De Kalb

towiiship. Upon this jjlace he has since carried on

general farming, and now has well equipped and

improved property.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carlson were born nine chil-

dren : Charles F., who was born March 10, 1885,

and died February 2, 1887; Minnie 0., born De-

cember 3, 1887
; Harry H. and Hattie B., twins,

born December 29, 1889, but Harry lived only

three months; Arthur C, born May 4, 1893;

Florence, March 6, 1896 ; Esther, March 13, 1899 ;

Walter E. P., February 12, 1903
;
and Harvey J.,

December 6, 1905.

Since becoming a naturalized American citizen

Mr. Carlson has been a stalwart supporter of the

republican party. He and his wife support the

Swedish Lutheran church and are among the high-

ly respected people of the county, having many
warm friends. Time has proven the wisdom of

Mr. Carlson's decision to try his fortune in Amer-

ica, for as the years have gone by he has prospered

in this land where labor finds its Just reward and

where effort is not handicapped by caste or class.

FREDEEICK WAIT.

Among the prominent and up-to-date farmers

of Kingston township is numbered Frederick Wait,

whose home is on section 12. He was born on the

2d of December, 1868, in Boone county, Hlinois,

only three miles from where he now lives, and has

spent his entire life in this locality. His father,

William H. Wait, was a native of New York, born

in Warren, Greene county, October 28, 1820, and

was a son of Henry and Polly (Warren) Wait,

who removed to the Empire state from Rutland,

Vermont, at an early day. Coming west in 1842,

at the age of twenty-two years, William Wait lo-

cated in Boone county, Illinois, and took up a

quarter section of government land, which he be-

gan to improve and cultivate. He was married

here in 1855 to Miss Nancy C. Kellogg, a native

of Vermont and a daughter of Orlando Kellogg,

who was a pioneer in the settlement of this state.

Eight children blessed this union and sis of the

number are still living. The father died on the

old home farm in Boone county, in 1892, at the

age of seventy-two years, and the mother departed

this life in 1890, when fifty-four years of age.

Frederick Wait is the fifth in order of birth in

their family and during his minority remained

under the parental roof, acquiring a good practical

education in the common schools and also an

excellent knowledge of farm work in its various

departments. His father having accumulated a

vast estate of nine hundred acres, he was placed

in charge of a farm and for a time rented a tract

of one hundred and twenty acres from his father,

afterward purchasing the same. Since his mar-

riage he has greatly improved his residence, has

built a good barn, cribs and outbuildings and to-

day has one of the model farms of the locality, it

being supplied with all the conveniences and ac-

cessories used in the cultivation of an up-to-date

farm. Mr. Wait has added to his original pur-

chase and now has two hundred acres of valuable

land. He carries on diversified farming and gives

considerable attention to the raising of stock, mak-

ing a specialty of Poland China hogs and Norman

horses and feeding most of the grain that he raises

to his stock.

On the 8th of March, 1891, was celebrated the

marriage of Mr. Wait and Miss Minnie Adams,
who was born in Genoa township, De Kalb coun-

ty. Her father, Eli Adams, was a native of Can-

ada and on coming to the United States first lo-

cated in New York but in 1860 removed to Illi-

nois, making his home here throughout the remain-

der of his life. He was a soldier of the Civil war

and died in 1902, at the ripe old age of eighty-two

years. His wife died January 8, 1907, in her

seventy-fifth year. Mr. and Mrs. Wait have be-

come the parents of two children but their first

born died in infancy, so that Marie is now the

only survivor. Mrs. Wait gives considerable at-

tention to the raising of barred silver laced Wyan-
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dotte poultry and finds a local demand for all her

registered fowls.

In his political views Mr. Wait is a republican,

but at local elections where no issue is involved he

votes independently, supporting the men whom he

believes best qualified for office regardless of party

affiliation. For several years he has served as

school director but has never cared for office, pre-

ferring to give his undivided attention to his busi-

ness aflfairs. He is a man of progressive ideas and

his course has ever been such as to command the

confidence and high regard of all with whom he

has been brought in contact either in business or

social life.

HORACE GRIFFITH.

Horace Grifiith, living retired in De Kalb, was

born in the town of Reading, Windsor county, Ver-

mont, September 16, 1832. His parents, Horace

and Phoebe K. (Farnham) Griffith, were both na-

tives of the Green Mountain state. The father was

a clothier and died when his son Horace was only

ten weeks old, leaving a family of six children, all

of whom have passed away, with the exception of

the subject of this review.

In the common schools of Vermont Horace Grif-

fith began his education, which was continued in

St. Johnsbury Academy and the Royalton Acad-

emy of Vermont. Thus well equipped with liberal

educational privileges and advantages, he started

out in life and for several terms engaged in

teaching school in the Green Mountain state. He
came to Illinois in 1855, when a young man of

twenty-three years, and was again employed in

educational work. He first located in Lake county,
this state, and afterward spent one winter in Wis-

consin, whence he removed to Sangambn county.

Illinois, and in 1861 came to De Kalb county.
It was in the same year, on the 2d of November,

that he cast in his lot with the boys in blue of

Company G, Fifty-eighth Illinois Infantry, enlist-

ing under Captain James A. Bewley. He partici-

pated in the three days' engagement at Fort Don-

elson, in the battle of Shiloh, and near Corinth

became ill. For a year he remained in the hospital,
but was able to do some light duties during the

latter part of that time. He was then recom-

mended for hospital steward and received the ap-

pointment after being discharged from the Volun-

teer service by special order of the war department,

in order to enter upon the new duties. He enlisted

as hospital steward in the regular army for five

years, but by request was honorably discharged at

the close of the war in June, 1865. He did his

full duty as a soldier, first in the field and, when

no longer able for that work, in the hospital de-

partment, thus providing his loyalty to the cause

which he espoused. He is now a member of Mer-

ritt Simonds post. No. 283, G. A. R., and thereby

maintains pleasant relations with his old army
comrades.

'When the war was over Mr. Griffith returned to

his home and family. He had been married on the

1st of May, 1859, in Nelson, Portage county, Ohio,

to Miss Julia A. Cross, who was born in Cazenovia,

New York, November 10, 1834. Her parents were

Ambrose H. and Nancy A. (Bliss) Cross. Her
mother was a near relative of P. P. Bliss, the fa-

mous Christian singer, who was killed in the great

railroad wreck at Ashtabula, Ohio, in I'STG. There

were eight children in the Cross family, of whom
Mrs. Griffith was the eldest. She proved to her

husband a most devoted, faithful and capable help-
mate on the journey of life for more than forty

years, and was then called to her final rest, pass-

ing away in De Kalb, January 27, 1900. There

had been five children born of that marriage:

George C, born in July, 1860; Mrs. Adeline E.

Rector, who was born October 10, 1861, and died

in October, 1900, in Los Angeles, California; Mrs.

Cora R. Merry, who died in February, 1894
;
Mrs.

Gertrude B. Kempson, who was born in 1868; and

Horace Farnliam, born in 1876. The death of the

wife and mother was deeply regretted by many
friends as well as her immediate family, for she

had endeared herself to the large majority of those

with whom she came in contact.

In his political views Mr. Griffith has long been
a stalwart republican. He holds membership in

the First Baptist church of De Kalb and his life

has been in harmony with his professions. Follow-

ing the war he established a book and notion store

in De Kalb, successfully carrying on the enter-

prise until 1869, when he sold out and turned his

attention to carpentering. He afterward spent
fourteen years with Brandt & Shipman in their

wholesale glove house, hut is now living retired.
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At present he is layino- out an addition to the town,

known as Griftitirs addition. In ail his business

relations he was found tru.stworthy and reliable

and the success which he achieved was due entirely

to his well directed ett'orts. He ha.s long been rec-

ognized as a valuable resident of the city and

county and one who in all life's relations has com-

manded the respect and good will of those with

wdion he lias been associated. lie lives in a beauti-

ful home at No. G32 .South Third street, which he

owns, and there is enjoying the comforts of life,

having with him his daughter, her husband and

one grandchild. He has liv(>d in the county foi'

about forty-six years and his name is lionorcd

wherever he is known.

SERGIUS LLOYD.

Sergius Lloyd, a veteran of the Civil war, is

now living in honoralile retirement in a pleasant
home at No. ol'.i South Main street, in Sycamore,
while he derives an excellent income from his

valuable landed holdings in De Kalb county, all

:^' which is well improved and arable land. Mr.

]Joyd is a son of Artemas W. and Parthenia

iHaskil) Lloyd, both of whom were natives of

^lassachusetts, whence they emigrated to Illinois

in 185.5. The father was a memlter of the State

Militia in Massachusetts, serving first as lieutenant

r.nd all the grades to colonel, and he was also a

2iiember of the legislature of that state. His

death occurred in South Grove township in 1885,

while his wife had preceded him to the home be-

yond, her death occurring in 1868. Their family

numbered seven children: Paulina, deceased; W.

A., a retired Congregational minister of Chi-

cago; Eli W., deceased; Mary W., the wife of

Archie Vanderem, a miner of Denver, Colorado;

Si^rgius, whose name introduces this review ; Lewis,

a manufacturer of Chicago; and Alice, the wife of

William Enle, a mining engineer of Denver.

Sergius Lloyd, the fifth in order of birth in his

fathers family, was born in Stockbridge, ilassa-

chusetts, June 33, 1839, and acquired his educa-

tion in the common schools of that place. He was

a youth of sixteen years when he accompanied his

father's familv on the removal to Illinois. He as-

sisted his father in the work of the home farm,
thus gaining practical experience which fitted him
to engage in business on his own account at a later

period, at which time he followed the pursuits to

which he had been reared. He was early framed to

habits of industry and economy and this has proved
the secret of his success. He worked diligently and

earnestly in his efforts to acquire a good property
and as the years passed and he prospered in his un-

dertakings, he made investment in land from time

to time until he is now the owner of two valuable

farms, one containing three hundred and twenty
aci'es in South Grove township, and a second of

two hundred and twenty acres in Sycamore town-

ship. Both farms have been placed under a high
state of cultivation and are well improved with

good buildings, so that he is numbered among the

wealthy citizens of De Kalb county.

At the outbreak of the Civil war, ;\Ir. Lloyd put

,
aside all business and personal considerations and
offered his services to his country, enlisting in 1861

as a member of a volunteer company of Chicago.

knwn.-aa-;'i\J'cClelland's Dragoons, this company
ading is"::'aMjptly guard for General McClellan.

ilr. Lloyd participated in the second battle of Bull

lluu; the- battle of Malvern Hill, and various other

eiigaga'merffk'^id skirmishes until 1863, when, on

account of disability, he was honorably discharged.

Eeturning home he once more resumed his farm-

ing operations, which he continued for many years,
or until he removed to Sycamore, where he is now

spending the evening of his days in well earned

rest.

Mr. Lloyd chose as a companion and hcljunate

for life's Journey, Miss Julia Gibbs, to wIkuu he

was married May 16, 1865, and their union was

Ijlessed with six children, as follows: May, the

wife of E. H. Edwards, a teacher in the schools at

Cleveland, Ohio
; Herbert G., a traveling salesman

for a Chicago firm; Charles H., who is operating
his father's farm in South Grove township; Lewis

Edward, who operates his father's farm in Syca-

more township ; Jennie, now acting as housekeeper
for her father

;
and Alice, also under the parental

roof. After a happy married life of almost

thirty-two years Mrs. Lloyd was called to her final

rest, her death occurring on the 33d of April,

189T. She M'as a devoted wife and mother and a

kind neighbor and friend, and thus her death was

the occasion of deep regret not only to her imme-
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diate faiiiilv Ixit. throug:liout the community in

which she lived.

Mr. Lloyd has always supported the men and

measures of the republican party, having cast his

first vote for Abraham Lincoln. He is a member

of the Grand Army of the Republic, belonging to

Edward Bridge post, Xo. 124, at Malta, Illinois,

thus maintaining pleasant relations with his old

army comrades. While he is not affiliated with

any church organization, he attends and supports

the Congregational church at Sycamore. He has

ever lived in accord with high and manly princi-

ples and has thereby won not only the good will

and respect of all with whom he has been associ-

ated but has also won many warm personal friends.

He has now passed tlie sixty-fifth milestone on

life's journey, and during the greater part of this

time has been identified with the interests of De

Kalb county. While he has never taken an active

part in public affairs he is nevertheless deeply in-

terested in the progress and development that has

been made in his section of the state and has given

his substantial aid to many worthy measures.

ALOXZO ELLWOOlJ.

Alonzo Ellwood, deceased, figured for many

years as one of the most prominent residents of

De Kalb county and was a leading merchant of

Sycamore. While he did not seek the distinction

which comes with military- or political service, h^
manifested those sterling traits of character which

in every land and clime awaken confidence and

regard, being mindful of his obligations to others,

reliable in his business and trustworthy in his

friendships.

He was born in Mindc.'n, Montgomery county,

Xew York, .Time 17, 1883, his parents being Abra-

ham and Sarah (DeLong) Ellwood. His father

was born Xovember 7, 1702, in Montgomery

county, Xew York, and in the early years of his

life was a farmer. His worth as a citizen was

recognized in his selection by his fellow townsmen

for various local offices. He was also an active

business man of his locality and constructed sev-

eral sections of the Xew York Central Eailroad.

He was engaged upon the enlargement of the Erie

canal and in the later years of his life conducted

a coopering business. In 185G he removed to Syc-

amore, Illinois, where his remaining years were

passed, his death occurring August 24, 1872. His

wife died here January 18, 1879, at the age of

about eighty-four years, her birth having occurred

in Montgomery county, Xew York, February 23,

17!)5. They were the parents of eleven children.

Alonzo Ellwood was educated in the public

schools of his native county and at the age of fif-

teen years went to Mohawk, Herkimer county,

Xew York, where he served an apprenticeship of

three years in the acquirement of a practical

knowledge of the business of manufacturing car-

riages and sleighs. He remained for several years

as an employe in the establishment, where he after-

ward became foreman, acting in that capacity for

several years. In the spring of 1852 he went to

California, attracted by the discovery of gold on

the Pacific slope, and was engaged in placer min-

ing on the middle fork of the American river un-

til 18.54, when he returned home.

The spring of 1855 witnessed Mr. Ellwood's ar-

rival in Sycamore and he entered business life here

as a salesman in the establishment of George Wal-

rod. Si.\ months later he formed a partnership
with Willis Lott and founded a hardware business,

which tliey conducted successfully for about three

years. In 1858 Mr. Ellwood purchased his part-

ner's interest and not long afterward admitted his

brother Eeuben to a partnership in the store. In

1867 he sold his interest to the latter and in com-

pany with Chauncey Ellwood and 0. M. Bryan
built a fiaxmill. Previous to the establishment of

this enterprise he had been appointed assessor of

United States revenue, and when the duties be-

came pressing he sold his interest in the fiaxmill

to Leonard Orendorf. In 1870, associated with

X. C. Warren and James S. Waterman, he opened
a hardware store at Sycamore, which was in exist-

ence for four years. The establishment, with stock

and fixtures, was consumed by fire, involving a loss

of eleven thousand dollars, partially covered with

an eight thousand dollar insurance. Ellwood &
Warren became sole proprietors by the purchase of

the business and re-established the trade, but a

year later sold out.

In the meantime Mr. Ellwood had filled the posi-

tion of assessor for eight years and, retiring from

that office, he concentrated his energies more

largely upon business interests, erecting two stores-
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in 8ycainore in conipanv witli his lirotliers, Chaun-

ce3' and James E. In 185? Alonzo and James E.

Ellwood opened a drug and grocery store, which

they conducted until 1881, when J. E. Ellwood

sold out to George il. Sivwright, who a few years

later purchased Alonzo Ellwood's interest. Mr.

Ellwood was closely, actively and lielpfully asso-

ciated with the business life and develojmient of

Sycamore. He belonged to that class of repre-

sentative American men who, while advancing in-

dividual interests, also contribute to public im-

provement and prosperity. He was one of the

projectors and original stockholders of the Syca-

more & Cortland Eailroad and was a director of

its affairs until it was transferred by sale to the

Chicago & Northwestern Eailroad Company. He

was also a stockholder in the Marsh Harvester

Company and in the Marsh Binder Company. At

the time of the organization of the E. Ellwood

Manufacturing Company he became a stockholder

and remained as one of its directors through its

existence. His business development was com-

mensurate with the growth of Sycamore and. in-

deed, he was one of the most active and valued

factors in the city"s commercial and industrial

progress. He knew when the opportune moment

arrived and took advantage of it. He was imbued

with the spirit of enterprise and successful accom-

plishment which have been the dominant factors

in the upbuilding of the middle west and his worth

was widely acknowledged in commercial circles,

while his name became an honored one on business

paper.

Mr. Ellwood was also active in local political and

official positions in the several places where he re-

sided. For three years he was postmaster of Co-

lumbia, New York, and for a similar period was

chairman of the board of trustees in Sycamore, by

virtue of which position he became supervisor of

his town. After Sycamore was incorporated as a

city he was elected alderman of the first ward and

acted in that capacity for five terms. He became a

member of the Odd Fellows lodge on attaining his

majority, being initiated into Argus lodge. No.

72, at Eichfield Springs, New York, June 21, 1814.

On coming to the middle west he transferred his

membership to Sycamore lodge. No. 105, and in

1855 he received the patriarchal degree in Kish-

waukee encampment. No. 30, where he remained

until after the organization of Ellwood encamp-

ment. No. 1T3, at Sycamore. He became one of

the best known Odd Fellows of Illinois, holding

the most prominent offices in the state within the

gift of the fraternity, including that of past grand
master of the state of Illinois, having been elected

to that office in 1882 and serving as such until his

death, whicli occurred in St. Luke's hospital in

Chicago, August 26, 1899. The subordinate lodge

at Evansville, Eaudolph county, Illinois, was

named in his honor and also the Eebekah lodge at

Johnston City, Illinois. In many of the Odd Fel-

low halls throughout the state hangs his picture

as that of one of the most distinguished representa-

tives of the order. His wife was deputy of the

Eebekah lodge at Sycamore, holding that office for

nearly twelve years. Mr. Ellwood was also a mem-

ber of the Masonic fraternity and a Knight

Templar, and both he and his wife were charter

members of the Eastern Star chapter at Sycamore.

AVhile a^ .resjtlent of Herkimer county. New York,

he was captain of a company of light guards which

were ordered to report for duty in the war with

Mexico, but hostilities were brought to a close and

the companywas never compelled to leave the state.

On the 2Tth of December, 1865, Mr. Ellwood

was married to Miss Mary M. Baker, and they

liecame the parents of three children, but only one

is now living, Maud Baker, the wife of John Sher-

man Boot, of Chicago, by whom she has one child,

Ellwood Dick. Mrs. Ellwood was born in Kane

coirnty, Illinois, and is a daughter of Lawrence M.

and Sarah A. (Thompson) Baker. Her father was

a pioneer farmer of that county.

The active business career of Mr. Ellwood was

marked by the same industry, enterprise and per-

sistent energy which have been characteristics of

the family and he was regarded as one of the

founders and principal allies of the substantial

business interests of Sycamore. His public spirit

stood as an unquestioned fact in his career and

worked to the advantage of the community along

many lines. His judgment was sound, his efforts

practical and the community was permanently ben-

efited by his labors. Moreover, his life furnished

an example of business probity and honor that is

well wortliy of emulation and his memory Is yet

enshrined in the hearts of many who Icnew him

because of the fact that ho stood for all that is

upright and commendable in man's relations with

his fellowmen. Mrs. Ellwood now owns and occu-
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pies a beautifTil liome in Sycamore, where she, too,

has many friends, the hospitality of the best

homos having always been freeh' accorded her,

while the good cheer and cordial welcome at her

own fireside has always made her home a favorite

resort witli those who know her.

JAMES MAKCUS EVEEETT, M. D.

James Marcus Everett. M. D., who is engaged in

the practice of medicine in De Kalb and has gained
a large patronage that is at once indicative of his

skill and al)ility and the confidence and trust re-

posed in him by the general public, is a native son

of Illinois, having been born in Dixon, on the 13th

of July. 185.3. His father, Dr. Oliver Everett,

was a native of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, born Sep-
tember 12, 1813, and in 1836 came westward to

Illinois, casting in his lot with the early settlers

of Dixon. Throughout his entire life he followed

the profession of medicine and surgery and be-

came the loved family physician in many house-

holds. He was the first practitioner of his section

of the county and remained an esteemed and

honored resident of Dixon until his death. His

wife, who bore the maiden name of Bessie Low,
was born in Hoboken, New Jersey, February 22,

1836. The Doctor is a direct descendent of Rich-

ard Everett, wlio settled at Deadham, Massachu-

setts, in 1830, being a representative of the family
in the ninth generation.

Dr. Everett, whose name introduces this review,

acquired his preliminary education in the public
s::hools of his native city and afterward entered the

University of Michigan, from which he was gradu-
ated as a civil engineer in 1874. Determining

upon the practice of medicine as a life work he

later matriculated in Rush Medical College of

Cbicago, from which institution he was graduated
in 1877. Immediately afterward he entered upon
the active practice of his profession in connection

with his father at Dixon, Illinois, where he re-

mained until April, 1883, when he came to De

Kalb, where he has since been located. He is now
one of the older physicians of the city, having been

in continuous practice here for a quarter of a cen-

tury, and from the beginning has enjoyed a liberal

patronage, which has been continued owing to the

fjict that he has kept up with modern methods, and

by reading and investigation has continually

IjToadened his knowledge and thus promoted his

efficiency. He is quick to adopt all new methods

vhich his judgment sanctions as valuable and at

the same time is slow to discard the old and time-

tried practices which liave proven .so successful in

the treatment of diseases.

On the 15th of February, 1879, Dr. Everett was

married in Amboy, Illinois, to ^liss Jamesetta

Jones, who was born on Staten Island, New York,

January 6, 1853. and died February 21, 1895.

Her parents wore natives of New York, her father

i eing a retired farmer. On the 30th of December,

1896, Dr. Everett was again married, his second

\inion being with Miss Alice Augusta Jones, who

was born in Lee county, Illinois, May 26, 1869.

There were two children bom of the second mar-

riage; Bessie, born October 1, 1897; and Oliver,

hern July 12, 1904.

Dr. Everett has served two terms as alderman

of De Kalb and has been president of the school

board. He is interested in all that pertains to the

welfare of the city and gives stalwart support to

many progressive public measures. In politics,

liowever, he is independent. His fraternal rela-

tions connect him with De Kalb lodge. No. 153,

A. F. & A. M., of which he is past master. He
also belongs to De Kalb chapter, R. A. M.

;
De

Kalb council, R. & S. M.
; Sycamore commander)',

K. T.
;
to Normal chapter of the Eastern Star ; and

to the Royal Arcanum. While his professional

service leaves him little leisure, he yet enjoys so-

cial interests and the meetings with congenial

spirits in fraternal and social circles, wherein he is

much esteemed because of his strong manly quali-

ties as well as his professional skill. In manner

he is genial, social and kindly, and these qualities

have made him a favorite.

MRS. PHILANY CRISTMAN.

Mrs. Philany Cristman, living in Cortland town-

ship, was born at German Flats in Herkimer coun-

ty, New York, July 9, 1835. Her father, Henry
Pooler, was a native of Dutchess county. New
York, bom July 24, 1804. His daughter spent
her girlhood days in the parents' home and ac-
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quired her education in the schools of the neigh-

horhood. She was carefully trained to the duties

of the household and was thus well qualified to take

charge of a home of her own at the time of her

marriage on the 7th of October, 1857, to John

Cristman, who was born in Jordanville, New York,

i[ay 28, 1825. His father was Jolui J. Cristman,

wJiose birth occurred April 15, 1799. Removing
to the middle west, Mr. Cristman purchased a

fii.rm in De Kalb county, whereon he spent his

icmaining days. He was not long permitted to

enjoy tlie new home, however, for his death oc-

curred on the 9th of October, 1863. During the

period of his residence in De Kail) county he had

gained the warm friendship of those with whom
he came in contact, being recognized as a' reliable

and enterprising business man.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cristman were born a daugh-
ter and son: Lorena, who was born May 32, 1859,

and was married April 11, 1888, to Charles F.

Noble; and John M., who was born August 25,

1863, and married Miss Vida Gandy.

After her husband's death Mrs. Cristman care-

fully managed her business affairs, showing excel-

lent discernment and executive force. She is now

rhe owner of three hundred and thirty acres of

land, from which she derives an excellent income.

Having been an invalid for three years, she is now

living with her daughter, Mrs. Noble, in Cortland

township. She has a host of warm friends and

the sympathy of the entire community in which

she lives. She has made her home in the county
for a long period, watching its development from

pioneer conditions, and is numbered among the

esteemed early residents.

PAUL E. N. GREELEY, M. D.

Dr. Paul E. N. Greeley is engaged in ths prac-

tice of medicince in Waterman, his native city,

and although one of the younger representatives

of the medical fraternity has secured a patronage

that many an older practitioner might well envy.

He was born in 1875 and is a son of Hiram and

Clara (Saunders) Greeley. His paternal grand-

parents were Eber and Orra Greeley, who came

to Illinois after the removal of their .son Hiram

to this state, but Hiram Greeley was born in the

Empire state in 1832 and is now living in Clinton

township, De Kalb county. He arrived in Illi-

nois in 1855, settling in Clinton township, where

lie purchased eighty acres of land from a man who
had entered it from the government. His father,

Eber Greeley, also took eighty acres of this tract,

on which the east part of Waterman is now lo-

cated. Hiram Greeley has been very successful in

his business life, recognized as an enterprising agri-

culturist and horticulturist. He has a great deal

of fruit on his place and he continued to success-

fully manage the farm and cultivate the fields un-

til early in the year 1907, when he retired from

active business life and took up his abode in the

village of Waterman. He is now sevent3'-five years

of age. In community affairs he takes an active

and helpful part and has served as president of

the village board and in the office of justice of

the peace. His political allegiance is given to

the republican party and both he and his wife

attend the Methodist Episcopal church, of which

Mrs. Greeley is a member. She, too, was born in

the state of New York and is now sixty-seven years

i^f age. In their family are four sons and a

daughter: George, a resident farmer of Clinton

township ; Rose, who resides with her pareutSj,*

Frank and Carl, who follow farming; and Paul,

'f this review.

Dr. Greeley was reared on the old home farm,

early becoming familiar with the duties and labors

connected with the cultivation of the fields and

the care of the crops. In his youth he attended

the district schools and afterward pursued his

studies in Waterman. He was for two winters en-

gaged in teaching school and when twenty years of

age he entered the medical department of the

Michigan State University at Ann Arbor, where he

remained as a student from the fall of 1896 imtil

the time of his graduation in the spring of 1900.

He also spent one year as a student in Rush Med-

ical College of Chicago and was graduated with

the class of 1901. Thus well equipped for his

chosen profession, he began practice that year in

Waterman and has been very successful. He is in

touch with the most modem and approved meth-

ods of medical and surgical practice and his abil-

ity is evidenced by the liberal support which is

given him by the public. He also conducts a

private hospital, which he established in the fall
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of 19U1 and which lias received a liberal patron-

age.

On the 26th of September, 1901, Dr. Greeley

was married to Miss Maude N. Webb, who was

born in Baj- City, Michigan, in 1876, a da^ighter

of Thomas and Martha (Reeves) Webb, the former

a merchant. Mrs. Greeley is a graduate of the

training school for nurses of the Universitj' of

Michigan and greatly assists lier husband in his

hospital work. They now have one child, Paul,

born July 10, 1902. Both Dr. and Mrs. Greeley

are members of the Methodist Episcopal church

and he belongs to the Masonic fraternity, the Mod-

ern Woodmen camp and the Jlystic Workers. His

political support is given the republican party

and he keeps well informed on the questions and

issues of the day. In professional lines he is con-

nected with the De Kalb County Medical Society

and the Illinois State and the American Medical

Associations. Realizing fulh^ the responsibilities

which devolve upon a physician, he is putting forth

mo.st earnest effort to meet all requirements and

justly has become recognized as an able physician

of his native citv.

SAMUEL PETEESON.

Samuel Peterson, engaged in contracting and

building in De Kalb, has been an active factor

in the material upbuilding and progress and the

political and moral advancement of the city, his

activity touching its general interests along all

these lines. He was born in Sweden, March 13,

1855, and is a son of John and Mary Peterson,

who were natives of that eoimtry, born in 1821

and 1825 respectively. They are both now de-

ceased. They came with their family to Amer-

ica in 1869, settling in De Kail) county, Illinois,

where their remaining days were passed. They
had eight children, of whom four are now de-

ceased.

Samuel Peterson, who was the fifth in order

of birth, was a youth of fourteen, when he accom-

panied his parents on their emigration to the

new world. His education, begun in the schools

of his native land, was continued in the public

schools of this county, and after he had put aside

his text-books he devoted five years to farm-

ing, but thinking that he would find other pur-

suits more congenial he began learning the car-

penter's trade, which he followed as an employe
until 1880. He then began contracting and build-

ing on his own account and has since erected many

dwelling and substantial structures in. De Kalb._

His patronage rapidly increased until he now

employs on an average of twenty men. He is

himself an expert workman, thoroughly under-

standing the trade in its scientific principles and

from the practical side as well and he is thus

enabled to successfully superintend the labors of

his men and get from them the best re-

sults possible. He always lives faithfully up to the

terms of a contract and thus has the trusl, and

confidence of the general public. In addition to

building for others Mr. Peterson has become the

owner of several houses and lots in the city of

De Kalb and these stand as monument'^ to his

thrift and enterprise.

Throughout the period of his residence in ihe

new world ^It. Peterson has remained in De Kalb,

and in community interests has taken ati active

and helpful part. For four years he was alderman

of the city and has been a member of the school

board for a number of years, being an incumbent

in the office at the present time. The cause

of education finds in him a stalwart champion and

one who has done effective labor in its behalf.

His political allegience is given to the republican

party, which he has supported since he attained

his majority. He is not a member of any secret

order but he and his family belong to the Swedish

Lutheran church, in the w'ork of which he takes

an active and helpful part, while for three terms

he has served as one of its trustees.

'Sir. Peterson was married in Oregon, Illinois,

in 1883, to Miss Christina Pierson, who was born

in Sweden in 1862, a daughter of John and Anna

Pierson, who came to the United States in the

same year in w'hich the Peterson family em-

igrated. They, too, located in De Kalb county

but afterward removed to Oregon, Illinois, whence,

in 1885, they returned to this county, whore they

have since lived, the father being engaged in

business as a general gardener. Mrs. Peterson w'as

the second of their four children, one of w'honi is

now deceased. She was educated in the .schools
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of Oregon and following her graduaiion liecanie

a teaehc'!.

Unto jMr. and ]\[r.s. Peterson have been iiorn

eight children : Edna Gertrude, Boy Milton, Earl

Raymond, Irvin Leonard, Euth Lncile, Anna

Marie, Samuel Eobert and Eichard Stanley. The

family occupy a beautiful home at No. 326 South

Sixth street, De Kalb, and Mr. Peterson is enabled

to supjjly all of the necessities and comforts of

life, together with some of its luxuric--> because

of the success •which he has attained in an active,

useul and honorable buciness career. He desires

that the children should make the most of their

lives and to this end is giv.ng them good educa-

tional advantages. He is an exoc-llenr. citizen,

neighbor and friend anl is imiforndy spoken of

in terms of commendation and regard. He pos-

sesses a spirit of honesty and industry so char-

acteristic of the Swedish race and has accumulated

a goodly competence which is safely invested in

real estate, from which he derives a good rental.

THEODOBE JOHNSON.

Theodore Johnson, a general farmer residing in

Clinton township, was born in Sweden, October

24, 1864. His parents, John and Josephine John-

son, were also natives of that country, where the

father was born in 1833 and the mother in 1839.

They came to the United States in 1889, settling

in Waterman, De Kalb county. In their family
were nine children, of whom Theodore is the

oldest, the others being: Augusta, who was born

in 1866 and died in 1869; Charles, born in 1868;
twins who died in infancy; William, born in

18/1; Gertrude, born in 1873; Frank, born in

1877; and Hilda, born in 1880.

Theodore Johnson was reared and educated in

Sweden and in 1883, when nineteen years of age,

bade adieu to friends and native land and sailed

for the United States, hoping to enjoy better busi-

ness opportunities in the new world than were of-

fered in the old. Making his way into the interior

of the country, he secured employment by the

month as a farm hand in De Kalb county, and

was thus employed for seven years, after which he

went to Chicago where he worked as a stone-cutter

for a year. He was afterward employed as a

motorman by the street car company for a year and

in 1893 returned to De Kalb county. Here he in-

vested the money which ho had saved from hia

earnings in a tract of land in Clinton township,

taking up his abode thereon, and has since made it

his home. Here he carries on general farming and

his fiekls ai-e well tilled. He owns eighty acres

of laud, on which no improvements had been made
at the time of the purchase. He has since erected

a fine residence, has built a substantial barn and

other outbuildings for the shelter of grain and

stock and has secured the latest improved machin-

ery to facilitate the work of the fields.

]\[rs. Johnson, who has been a faithful helpmate
to her husband on tlie journey of life, bore the

maiden name of Teckla Strem, and was born May
1, 1871. Her parents were natives of Sweden,

where her father's birth occurred on the 18th of

September, 1833, and her mother's on the 3d of

April, 1835. In their family were five children.

Sophia, deceased; Anna; Selma; Mrs. Johnson;
and Charles. The parents came to the United

States in 1866 and made their way to De Kalb

•§Dunty, where the father continued to reside until

bi^'demise. His widow still survives and now finds

a pleasant home with her daughter, Mrs. Johnson.

Our subject and his wife were married in 1894.

They are most comfortalily situated in a pleasant

home and have a large circle of warm friends in

the county, being greatly esteemed for their many
good traits of heart and mind. Mrs. Johnson is

a worthy and devoted member of the Presbyterian

church and in agricultural circles Mr. Johnson is

accorded a foremost place as a leading and enter-

prising farmer whose diligence constitutes the

secret of his success. He came to the United

States without capital and as the years have

passed by he has added to his possessions until

he is novr the owner of valuable and well improved

farming property. .

CHAELES BEEBS BEOUGHTON.

Charles Beers Broughton is a progressive young
business man of De Kalb, giving his attention to

the supervision of his invested interests. His birth

occurred in Carlton, this county, on the IStii of

June, 1877. His father, Chauncey W. Brough-



14-i PAST AND PRESENT OF DE KALB COUNTY.

ton, was born in Pepperell. Middlesex county,

Massachusetts, July 22, 1817, and engaged in

farming and stock-raising as a life occupation.

He wedded Miss Belle Beers, who was born in

Brooklyn, New York. They were married March

25, 1875, she being his third wife. The paternal

grandparents of our subject were William and

Ruth (Winters) Broughton, both of whom died

in Ashbiirnham, Worcester county-, Massachusetts,

the former at the age of forty-two years and the

latter in 18/0.

Charles Beers Broughton was the older of the

two children born of his father's third marriage,
his brother being Chauncey W., whose birth oc-

curred September 10, 1879. Charles B. Brough-
ton continued his education in the public schools

of De Kalb until he had completed the high-school

work, after which he became a student in Rock-

ford Business College. He next entered the em-

ploy of the meat packing firm of Swift & Company
of Chicago, with whom he remained for three

years. He then returned to the home farm on

section 32, Afton township, De Kalb county,

which property he now owns—a tract of rich and

productive land covering two hundred and thirty-

six acres. Here he successfully and energetically

carried on general agricultural pursuits until about

four years ago, when he removed to the city of

De Kalb but still manages the farm. He is also

interested in business enterprises of the city and

has the strong determination and excellent quali-

fications which enable him to carry forward to suc-

cessful completion whatever he undertakes.

On the 17th of December, 1902, Mr. Broughton
was imited in marriage, in Chicago, to Miss Adelia

J. Leifheit, who was born at Waterman, Illinois,

March 3, 1877. Her parents, H. W. and Joanna

(Woolenweber) Leifheit, were both natives of Ger-

manj-, the former born December 4, 1840. In

their family w'ere ten children, of whom Mrs.

Broughton was the eighth. By her marriage she

has become the mother of one child, Helen Beers

Broughton, born September 6, 1904.

Mr. Broughton owns several houses and lots in

De Kalb, together with his own residence and the

home farm in Afton township, to which he suc-

ceeded after the death of his father. He is a

young man of excellent business ability and en-

terprise, carefully directing his invested interests

and adding to his possessions by the judicious use

of the means at hand. His political allegiance is

given to the republican party but he has neither

time nor inclination for office, although in citizen-

ship he is progressive, giving his co-operation to

many movements which have had direct bearing

upon the welfare and upbuilding of city and

county. His personal traits of character are such

as to win him favorable regard and popularity
and he is one of the best known residents of the

countv.

M. L. OVERTON.

M. L. Overton, a prosperous farmer living on

section 34, Shabbona township, claims New York

as the state of his nativity, his birth having
occurred at Henderson in Jefferson county, Sep-
tember 27, 1848. His father, Cortez F. Overton,

Jr., was a native of Canada, and his grandfather.

Cortez F. Overton, Sr., was born on Long Island.

When a young man he went to Canada, where he

was married and subsequentl_v returned to New
York. He was a boiler-maker and at one time

owned the only water power at Watertown, New
York.

His son and namesake was reared and married

in the Empire state. He worked in his father's

shop and on a farm, and in May, 1849, he came to

Shabbona Grove, De Kalb county, Illinois, pur-

chasing a farm one and one-half miles east of the

village. For some time he lived in a log house

and later purchased another farm. He purchased
a third farm, which he owned and operated until

1858, when he removed to De Kalb, where he was

engaged in the hotel business. He also owned

considerable property in that town. In 1861 he

removed to Sandwich, where he conducted a

hotel until 1867, when he traded that property

for a farm of one hundred and twenty acres, upon
which his son, M. L. Overton, now resides. There

his death occurred the following year, on the

3d of March, 1868, when he was forty-nine years

of age. He was considered a good financier and

had considerable money when he came to Illinois.

Here he dealt in land and became well-to-do. He
was a member of the Baptist church and his life

was honorable and upright, commending him to



v^-:: -#
- - i • - v^-*'-' -^

—
II



ipmlCLlBRAR^I

ASTOR, LENOX I

TILDES FOUNDATIONSJ



PAST AND T1;KSE\T OF DE KALB COUNTY. 147

the conliileiK-c and re,<;ai'd dl" all with whom he

came in contact. His hrother, Alhert C. Overton.

was a sohlier in the Civil war, serving as second

lieutenant in the One Hundred and Fifth Illinois

Infantry.

Cortez F. Overton, Jr., was married to Fidelia

P. Hathaway, who was liorn in New York, Novem-

ber 1, 1820, and who is now living- in Wessington.

South Dakota, at the advanced age of eighty-six

years. In tlieir family were six children : Lovina,

who is the widow of W. E. Day and is living in

Greeucastle, Indiana ; Harriet F., who is tlie

widow of Don C. Needham and a resident of

Crow Lake, Soutli Dakota
;
Sarah M., who is the

widow of Baxter W. Ruby, a druggist at Malta.

Illinois; M. L. Overton, of this review; Sanford

F., who is living in Apache, Oklahoma ;
and Dan-

ford S., who died in infancy.

M. L. Overton was educated in tlie district

scliools and when nineteen years of age entered

upon his business career as a clerk in a drug store

at Malta, where he remained for two years. He
then went to De Kalb, where he was employed in

the livery liarn of James Russell and later in

the grocery store of George H. Gurlcr. He next

went to Wheeling, West Virginia, where he en-

gaged in tlie insurance business until 1876. He
next returned to the farm where lie now lives,

purchasing his father's old homestead, and today
he owns two hundred acres of rieli and productive

land. All tlie improvements u]ion tlie farm have

been paid for by himself. He has used the latest

improved machinery in carrying on the work of

the farm, and has made a specialty of feeding

hogs, which he ships to the city market.

In 1874, at Wheeling, West Virginia, Mr. Over-

ton was married to Miss Anna L. Dorsey, who

was born in that city an<l is a daughter of Na-

thaniel L. and Ann E. (Agnew) Dorsey. Her

father was born in Baltimore, Maryland, and died

in Wheeling in 18(31. The mother, a native of

Wheeling, died at the home of her daughter, Mrs.

Overton, in 1893. The genealogical record of the

Dorsey family dates back to 1717. Mrs. Overton,

the only living member of her father's family,

has become the mother of five children : Charles

F., who married Addie Gates; De Park, who mar-

ried Ella Deming, and lives on a farm in Clinton

townshi]); Anna M., at home; M. Lightner, at

home: and one who died in infancy. Mrs. Over-

ton was reared to the Presbyterian belief, but now

is a member of the Congregational church. Mr.

Overton is serving for a second year as justice of

the jieace, has been road commissioner for six

years and school director for several years. He is

an active, energetic man, working diligently for

the success he has attained and which has made

him one of the prosperous members of the com-

munitv.

DILLON S. BROWN.

^\'ith the pioneer development of the county and

with its later business enterprise and growth the

name of Brown has been so closely associated that

the subject of this review needs no introduction

to the readers of this volume. He is a son of

Jeremiah L. Brow-n, an honored pioneer, and his

own activity and prominence in financial circles

well entitles him to representation in this volume.

He was bora Jllay 12, 1852, on wdiat has long been

known as the old Brown homestead in Genoa town-

ship, and there the dav's of his boyhood and youth
were passed amid the usual suri'oundings of farm

life. He was provided with more liberal educa-

tional advantages than frequently fell to the lot

of farmer boys, and after attending school in

Genoa and Sycamore he became a pupil in the

Illinois State University, at Champaign, from

which he was graduated in 1875 with a class of

thii'ty-seven members. He next attended the

^[cGill Veterinary College, at Montreal, Canada,

and was graduated in 1877. He located for the

practice of his profession in Sycamore, where he re-

mained for two or three years, wdien he withdrew

from the field of veterinary surgery and entered

into partnership with H. H. Slater for the conduct

of a general mercantile enterprise at Genoa. A

year later he sold his interest and joined his

lirother, Charles A. Brown, in the establishment of

a bank at Genoa, which they have since conducted

with gratifying success until the firm of Brown

& Brown, bankers, is well known not only in

Genoa but throughout this part of the state.

Pleasantly situated in his home life, Dillon S.

Brown was married May 16, 1878, to Miss Emily
E. Pond, a native of Pennsvlvania and a daughter
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of Americiis H. Pond. Five children have been

added to their home as the years have gone by

but two of the number died in infancy and Claude

passed away in early childhood. The living sons

are Earl and Bayard.
Dillon Brown has follow^ed in the political foot-

steps of his father and is a stalwart republican,

unswerving in his advocacy of the principles of the

party. He has frequently been called to public of-

fice, serving as a member and president of the vil-

lage board of trustees and as a member of the coun-

ty board of supervisors. The cause of education has

also found in him a stalwart champion and he has

done effective service for Genoa in this particular

while serving as president of the board of educa-

tion of the village. He withholds his active sup-

port from no measure or movement which tends

to advance the public good and he is a member

of the Masonic fraternit}-, exemplifying in his life

the beneficent spirit of the craft.

JOHN GOSSMAN.

John Gofsman, who is successfully conducting

agricultural interests in De Kalb township, was

born October 20, 1870, in De Kalb county. His

father was born in Germany in the year 1831

and came to America in 1854, being then a young
man of twenty-three years. He at once made his

way to Joliet, Will county, Illinois, and later

went to Somonauk. He was associated with the

early history of the northern part of the state and

in De Kalb county became a prominent representa-

tive of farming interests. In 1869 he was married

and the follow-ing year he bought one hundred and

sixtj' acres of land in Afton township. He im-

proved the farm, placing the property in good

shape, and afterward bought eighty acres adjoin-

ing, upon which he built a fine residence. As the

years passed he placed his farm under a high state

of cultivation, the fields yielding to him a splen-

did financial return, for he annually gathered rich

harvests that found a ready sale on the market.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gossman were born four chil-

dren, of whom John of this review is the eldest.

The others are Joseph, who was bom June 4,

1873 ; Elizabeth, born January 8, 1875 ; and Lena

C, born Julv 16. 1887. All of the children are

still single and live at home with their parents.

The parents are members of St. Mary's Catholic

church of De Kalb and are recognized as people of

genuine worth, highly esteemed wherever known

by reason of their many excellent traits of char-

acter. They have accumulated a handsome fortune

since their marriage, Mr. Go.<sman carefully man-

aging the business interests, while Mrs. Gossman

has been equally efficient in carrying on the house-

hold affairs. The father is now living a retired

life, leaving the management of his farm to his

children, who relievo him of all the arduous work

of the fields.

John Gossman, whose name introduces this rec-

ord, acquired a common-school education and as

the years passed by ho has devoted his time and

energies to general farming. He was early

trained to the work of the field and meadow and

his experience in youth well qualifies him to carry

on the work which now occupies his time and

energies. As the eldest son of the family he has

largely relieved his father of the farm work and

the cares of management, and in his farming

operations is energetic, alert and enterprising. He

displays excellent business and executive force,

keen discrimination and in his work has also mani-

fested the spirit of unfaltering integrity and honor.

He is widelv known in the county and in fact the

family have many friends in this part of the state,

where Mr. Gossman has made his home for more

than a half century.

CHAKLES G. FAXON.

Charles G. Faxon, occupying a position of

prominence in political circles and as a member

of the bar of De Kalb county, has been a resident

of Sandwich since 1883. He was born March 7,

1858, in Kendall county, his parents being Walter

S. and Zelia (Gilbert) Faxon, the former a farmer

and mason.

The public schools of his native county afforded

Charles G. Faxon his early educational privileges,

which were supplemented by a course in Naper-
ville (Illinois) College. He afterward pursued a

scientific and law course in the Northern Indiana

Normal School, at Valparaiso, being graduated

from the scientific department in 1881 and from
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the law department in 1883. He was admitted to

the Indiana bar in the latter year and to the bar

of Illinois in 1884. He has since been engaged
in general practice in De Kalb county. He has

a large general practice, having demonstrated his

ability to cope wth the intricate problems of

jurisprudence and to present with clearness, force

and logic his cause in the courts. He has served

as states attorney for one term, having been elected

in 1888. He was also elected county surveyor in

1884.

Mr. Faxon was united in marriage to Miss Car-

rie J. Anderson, of Newport, Arkansas, a native of

Minnesota and a daughter of John L. and Pauline

Anderson, the former a farmer by occupation. Mr.

and Mrs. Faxon have five living children: Merle

G., a student in the University of Michigan; Ina

J., Lloyd A., Donald E. and Zelia C, all at home.

They have also lost two: Clyde, who died Novem-
ber 27, 1886, at the age of three years; and lone,

who died at the age of three on the 7th of Jan-

uary, 1890.

The family attend the Congregational church

and are prominent in social circles in Sandwich.

Mr. Faxon is a member of the Masonic fraternity

and of the Knights of Pythias lodge. In politics

he is a stalwart republican and has been very active

in his party, serving as a delegate to many of its

conventions, while his opnions carry weight in its

councils.

J. 8. DKESSEE.

J. S. Dresser, a thrifty and enterprising farmer

of De Kalb township, dates his residence in the

county from 1864. He was closely and actively

associated with general farming interests until

about seven years ago and still lives upon his farm

which is pleasantly and conveniently located about

a mile and a half from the city of De Kalb. Mr.

Dresser is a native of the Empire state. He was

born January 37, 1842, son of Sheldon G. Dresser,

whose birth occurred in Jefferson county, New
York, February 3, 1814. Kemoving to Schoharie

county, that state, the father there followed farm-

ing. He married Miss Swezy, who was born in

New Jersey, March 22, 1819.

Upon the home farm J. S. Dresser was reared,

while in the public schools he acquired his educa-

tion. He early became familiar with all the duties

and labors that fall to the lot of an agriculturist
and in 1864 sought a home in the west, thinking
to better his financial condition in this part of the

country. He arrived in De Kalb county in 1864

and rented a farm soon after his arrival and in

1879 he purchased the home where he yet resides.

He followed farming successfully until about

seven years ago, when he rented his land, and is

the owner of sixty acres which are finely improved
and located only about a mile and a half from
the city of De Kalb. During the past seven years
Mr. Dresser has been carrying mail on the rural

route. Idleness and indolence are utterly foreign
to his nature, and after putting aside the more
arduous duties of the farm, he took up this busi-

ness. He is a lover of fine horses and owns some

thoroughbreds, and, while engaged in farming,
was also interested in the raising and breeding of

trotting stock.

On the 28th of November, 1865, Mr. Dresser

was married to Miss Cornelia W. Ennis, who was

born in Chemung county, New York, February 6,

1847, and came west with her parents in 1863. Her
father was born in 1831 and died in 1877, while

the mother passed away at the age of sixty-nine

years. Mr. and Mrs. Dresser have no children of

their own, but have reared an adopted daughter,

Minnie C. Dresser, who was born January 11,

1866. Her father died when she was but two

years of age and she soon afterward became a

member of the Dresser household. She is now

engaged in school teaching. Mr. and Mrs.

Dresser hold membership in the Methodist Epis-

copal church at De Kalb and Mrs. Dresser takes a

most active Snd helpful part in the church work,

doing all in her power to advance its different ao
tivities.

Mr. Dresser exercises his right of franchise in

support of the men and measures of the republican

party and his worth and ability have led to his

election to various local offices. For eighteen

years he has served as school director, was path-

master for twelve years and township trustee for

three years, being an incumbent in the last named

position at the present time. He is also offi-

cially connected with the state mail carriers' asso-

ciation of which he has been treasurer for four
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years and for live years has been president of the

county organization of mail carriers. He is a

self-made man and owes his success entirely to his

own labors. He had no capital when he came to

the west and liad to make his start at farming as a

renter. He w-orked diligently and persistently, as-

sisted by his estimable wife who has indeed been a

faithful helpmate to him and, as the years have

gone by, they have overcome the difficTilties and ob-

stacles in their path and worked their way steadily

upward to success, being now in possession of a

handsome competence.

FKANK C. PATTEN.

The growth and prosperity of a community de-

pends largely upon its industrial and commercial

interests, and they who push forward the wheels

of progress are the men who are at the head oC

the business interests, displaying a spirit of enter-

prise and determination, wliicli conquers obsta-

cles and shapes conditions to their own ends.

Frank C. Patten is today at the head of the Syca-

more Foundry Company of Sycamore, manufactur-

ers of agricultural impleuieiits and hardware spe-

cialties, the concern being one of the most impor-
tant industrial enterprises of the city.

Mr. Patten was born on a farm in Afton (own-

ship, De Kalb county, October 10. 18G?. Plis fa-

ther, Sylvester W. Patten, a native of the state of

New York, was born in Starlcville, Herkimer

county, September 4, 183T, and was the third in

a family of eight children. In 1850 he came to.

Hlinois with his parents, David and Nancy (Cotm-

trraian) Patten, who located in Boone county,

where they resided for two years. In 1852 they

removed to South Grove township, De Kalb county,

settling on a farm which David Patten purchased
and which is now owned by his son, J. H. Patten.

The father was a carpenter by trade and was con-

nected with btiilding operations, wdiile his sons

carried on the farm work. He died in April, 1859,

while his wife passed away a few years later.

Sylvester W. Patten, father of our subject, as-

sisted his father with the farm operations during

the summer months, and in the winter seasons en-

gaged in teaching school up to the time of his

marriage, which was celebrated near Belvidere,

Boone county, Illinois, on the 1st of May, 1860,

Miss Elizabeth Coffin becoming his wife. She was

a native of Delaware county. New York, born

in 1839, and in May, 18-15, went to Belvidere with

her parents, Jacob and Mary Ann (Hull) Coffin.

Her paternal great-grandfather, John Coffin, was

born in 1753 and wedded ]\Iary Van Tassel, of Ger-

man descent, who was liorn in 1743. Their son,

Isaac Coffin, was the father of Jacob C<)ffin and

was born in 1773. The Coffin family were orig-

inally of Norman stock. The first to come to

America was Tristam Coffin, who came with eight

sons in 1642 and settled near Haverhill, Massa-

chusetts. In connection with others he purchased

Nantucket Island. His eldest son settled near Al-

bany and was the father of John Coffin, the great-

grandfather of Mrs. Sylvester Patten.

Subsequent to his marriage Sylvester Patten

purcliased a farm eight miles south of De Kalb

in Afton town.ship, where he resided until 1882,

when he sold tliat property and bought another

farm two miles northwest of De Kalb, continuing

to reside thereon until 1892, when he decided to

give up farming altogether and with his family

removed to the city of De Kalb, where he and his

wife still make their liome. Previous to their mar-

riage both were teachers for several years in the

country schools of their respective counties. They
are most highly esteemed people, having a large

circle of warm friends in the county liy reason of

their many good qualities of heart and mind.

AVhile living on their farm in Afton township their

six children were born. Mary L.. the eldest, is

the wife of M. D. Shipman, of De Kalb. Emma
Louise is the wife of F. S. Greeley, of Waterman,
this county. Frank C. is the only son. Edith S.

is a teacher in the Normal School at De Kalb.

Alice Carey was a member of the faculty of the

Northern Illinois 'State Normal School from its

opening until her death, which occurred Septem-
ber 11, 1894. Elizabeth M. is the wife of C. F.

Toenniger, of De Kalb.

After attending the district schools, Frank C.

Patten entered the high school of De Kalb and was

graduated in the class of 1885. Immediately after-

w^ard he entered the employ of William Deering &

Company, of Chicago, with whom he remained for

a year, when, desiring to engage in business on

his own accoitnt, he returned to De Kalb and estab-

lished a small shop, in which he began the manu-
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facturc of sundries on a limited scale. Owing to

the increase of his business, in 1887, he purchased

a building and employed several men to assist him.

His trade developed so rapidly that soon his build-

ings covered three and a half lots in the city, and

about 1S89 had spi'ead over the entire block. In

addition to his manufacturing business, in 1889

he began contracting and building, purchasing

vacant property, subdividing and improving it.

Thus unsightly vacancies were transformed into

good residence districts and the appearance of the

city was greatly enhanced by his operations in this

direction. On his own account he built between

seventy-five and one hundred houses and as many
more on contract for others. In addition to the

erection of residences he built school buildings at

De Kalb, Maple Park, Elburn and Grossdale, em-

ploying draftsmen, masons, carpenters, tinners,

plumbers, painters and paper hangers, as well as

laborers, the combined pay-roll of the industries

under his ownership having upon it as high as

three hundred and fifty names.

Constantly on the outlook for opportunities to

enlarge his business and broaden the scope of his

activities, Mr. Patten in 1893 came to Sycamore

and purchased the Marsh harvester plant and also

the entire plant formerly owned by the E. Ell-

wood Manufacturing Company. The business was

consolidated and is conducted under the name of

the Sycamore Foundry Company. The enterprise

is now very extensive and Mr. Patten caters espe-

cially to heavy buyers who have goods furnished

under contract for their own trade. The working

force has been increased from thirty-five to one

hundred and seventy-five hands, while the product

which was formerly mainly farming implements

now embraces gasoline engines, hot air furnaces,

blacksmiths' tools and a heavy list of hardware

specialties. Every year has seen now buildings

erected, modern machinery added and improved

facilities for handling the immense buisiness. The

output is now extensive and is shipped to various

parts of the country and the industry is one of the

sources of Sycamore's progress and prosperity,

furnishing employment to a large force of woric-

men and thus providing the means of livelihood

for many families.

Mr. Patten was married at the home of the

bride's parents on a farm near Sycamore, to Miss

Carrie M. Crane, a daughter of Frederick S. and

Mary Adeline (Bristol) Crane. Her mother was

born in Genesee county. New York, a daughter of

Hiram and Sarah (Spink) Bristol. The birth of

Frederick S. Crane occurred in Wayne county,

New York, in 1833, and two years later he was

brought by his parents to Illinois, where the days

of his boyhood and youth were passed. He is a

son of David and Catherine W. (Stolp) Crane, the

latter a daughter of Frederick and Joannette (Pep-

per) Stolp, her father being a soldier of the war

of 1812. Both families are of Holland descent.

The paternal grandparents of Frederick Crane

were Zebina and Hannah (Gould) Crane. In 1853,

at the age of eighteen years, he crossed the plains

to California and after returning from the Pacific

slope he purchased a farm near Naperville, Illi-

nois, where he resided until 1869. He then came

to De Kalb county and invested in four hundred

acres of land in Cortland township, remaining for

many years a prominent and prosperous agricul-

turist of that locality. His wife died while they

were upon the farm. July 17, 1887, being survived

by five children: Hiram D., of Sycamore; Frank

H.; who died September 23, 1891; Myron F., of

Sycamore ; Mrs. J. W. Snow, also of the same city ;

and Carrie M., now Mrs. Patten. In 1895 Mr.

Crane sold his farm and removed to Long Beach,

California, where he is now living. He was mar-

ried again in that state, in 189G, Mrs. Melvina

Moore, nee Lord, of Los Angeles, becoming his

wife.

The homo of Mr. and Mrs. Patten has been

blessed with three sons and a daughter: Byron,

liorn June 14, 1892 ; Barbara Annette, September

1, 1893: Everett Frank, July 7, 1895; and Ralph

Sylvester, January 2, 1898.

For two years Mr. Patten has served as mayor

of Sycamore and has also been a member of the

city council, exercising his official prerogatives

in support of measures and movements which have

had direct bearing upon the welfare and progress

of the county. His wife is a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church, and they occupy one of

the beautiful homes of Sycamore, situated at No.

827 Somonaidv street. "With the exception of a

period of one j'ear spent in Chicago, Mr. Patten

throughout his entire business career has remained

in his native county and is numbered among its

most prominent and progressive citizens. His con-

nection with any undertaking insures a prosperous
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outcome of the same, for it is in his nature to

carry forward to successful completion whatever

he is associated with. He has won for himself an

enviable reputation as a careful man of business

and in his dealings is i<nown for his strict and

honorable methods, which have won him the de-

served and unliounded conttdcnce of liis fellowmen.

EMIL CARLSON.

Emil Carlson, a dealer in wall paper and paints,

and also carrying on a contracting business in

those lines in De Kalb, was born in Stockholm,

Sweden, on the 27th of January, 1864, a son of

(iustaf Carlson. He was reared in his father's

home and acqtiired his education in the common
schools. In his early manhood he learned the

painter's trade, following that pursuit in Sweden

until 1893, when believing that he might have

better busittcss opportunities and advantages in

the new world he emigrated to the United States.

The fact that it was decided to liold the World's

Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 189.3 was the

inducement which influenced his settling in Illi-

nois. He remained in Chicago until after the close

of the fair and then went to Galesburg, Illinois,

where he engaged in painting and contracting. For

four years he remained in that city, removing
thence to De Kalb. His capital was limited and

he felt that there were greater o]>portunities in a

city the size of De Kalb than in the larger city of

Galesburg. On his arrival in this place he opened
his present store and in connection with the sale

of wall paper and paints he has conducted an ex-

tensive business as a painting contractor, con-

stantly employing a number of men. He is also

a connoisseur in wall paper and has a marked rec-

ognition of artistic and decorative possibilities in

the judicious use of wall paper. Many of the beau-

tiful homes of the city owe their attractive ap-

pearance in no small degree to his artistic skill in

this direction, and his knowledge in liringing out

the best values and effects in paper according to

the arrangement and light and shade of different

rooms. From the beginning he has received a lib-

eral patronage and his trade is constantly grow-

ing, having long since reached very profitable pro-

portions.

On the nth of September. 1899. Mr. Carlson was

united in marriage to Miss Augusta Borine, then

a resident of (ialesl)urg, btit a native of Sweden.

They have two daughters. Greta and Norma.

In politics Mr. Carlson is a stalwart republican,

having supported the party since he became a

naturalized American citizen. Fraternally he is

connected with the De Kalb lodge. No. 21.5, K. P.

He also belongs to the Balder lodge of Vikings.
No. 12, was the first president of the local organ-
ization and later was the national vice president.

He also belongs to the Swedish Benevolent Society

and is one of De Kalb's prominent merchants and

esteemed citizens. His life illustrates what may be

accomplished in a land where effort and oppor-

tunity are not hampered by caste or class. Here
in business circles he has demonstrated his power
and ability and as the years have passed by has

gained a place among the prosperous and honored

merchants of his adojited city.

FEEDER 1(R K. WKKMIT.

Frederick E. Wright, of De Kalb, was born at

Pickard, Indiana. December 2. 18T2. His father,

John Wright, a native of Richland county, In-

diana, born in 1832, was a blacksmith by trade

and in 1891 he became a resident of Olney. Illi-

nois, but is now deceased, as is his wife, who bore

the maiden name of Elizabeth Price and who was

born in Clinton county, Indiana, in 1848. In

their family were tliree children.

Frederick E. Wright, the eldest, was educated in

the public schools of his native town and after

putting aside his text-books he lived with Dr.

Holmes, for whom he worked for five vears. On
the expiration of that period he made his way to

Piano, Illinois, and for two years was employed
in the harvester works there. On the expiration
of tliat period he came to De Kalb and was em-

ployed in a hat factory for three months. Later

he worked in a tile factory for four months and

for six months was with the American Steel &
Wire Company. In 1896 he entered the hard-

ware store of C. F. Smith, where he has since re-

mained. He is thoroughly conversant with the

business in every department and the success of

the institution is attributalile in so small degree
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to liis labors. He is most faithful to the interests

of the house, which is doing a business that keeps

Mr. AVright constant!)' employed.
On the 17th of Ma}-, 181)3, in Piano, Mr. Wright

was united in marriage to Miss Eva L. Cooper,

a native of Wisconsin and a daughter of F. M.

Cooper, who was born in Indiana and on coming
to Illinois settled at Piano. There were three

children in the family, of whom Mrs. Wright was

the eldest. By her marriage she has become the

mother of a son and daughter ;
Charles Marion,

born October 1, 1896; and Mildred C, lyorn De-

cember 15, 1901.

Mr. and Mrs. Wright hold membership in the

Church of the Latter Day Saints, of which her

father is a minister. In politics Mr. Wright is a

republican and keeps well informed on the ques-

tions and issues of the day but does not seek nor

desire office. He started out in life without fi-

nancial aid and has carefully saved his earnings

imtil he is now the owner of a good house and lot

in Piano, Illinois. Through his honesty and in-

dustry he has gained the confidence and esteem of

his employer and the public at large, and he has

many friends in De Kalb.

CHAELES NICHOLS.

Hard and unremitting labor fell to the lot of

Charles Nichols in his boyhood, youth and early

manhood. Today he is one of the substantial

farmers of Kingston township, living on section

35, where he owns and cultivates one hundred and

sixty acres of land and also raises high grade stock.

He dates his residence in Illinois since August 13,

1853, which was the year of his arrival in America.

He came alone to the new world when but sixteen

years of age, although at a later date his parents

arrived, crossing the Atlantic in 1860 and settling

in Minnesota.

Charles Nichols was born in Smollen, Sweden,

on the 10th of May, 1837. His father, Nichols

Swanson, was a farmer of Sweden and there mar-

ried Lena Jansen. They were the parents of five

children, of whom Charles was the second. He

was reared upon the home farm in Sweden and

attended the common schools to the age of sixteen

vears, when he sailed from Liverpool, being seven

and a half weeks on the ocean. The vessel en-

countered very severe weather but at length
reached the harbor of New York in safety. Mr.

Nichols made his way direct to St. Charles, Illi-

nois, where he liegan working at four dollars per
month. Al'ter four months there passed he came
to De Kalb county and was employed in railroad

grading on the Northwestern line. When three

months had gone liy he went to the Michigan
pineries, where he remained for a year, and on

the expiration of that period made his way to

St. Charles, Missouri, where he worked out by the

month for two years. He then returned to Michi-

gan, spending the succeeding winter in the lumber

woods, after which he went to New Orleans by way
of the Mississippi river. After a few months in

the Crescent city he made his way to Little Rock,

Arkansas, in 1860 and was overseer of a plantation
in that locality until the 21st of May, 1861. Al-

though in the south at the time of the outbreak of

the Civil war he believed in the justice of the

Union cause and came north to Illinois, again

making his way to De Kalb county, where in

June, 1861, he joined the army as a member of

Compafly K, Forty-second Illinois Volunteer In-

fantry. He joined his regiment at Chicago, went

to St. Louis and participated in the battles of

Stone River, Chickamauga, Nashville, and was

altogether in twenty-four important engagements.
He was twice wounded and at Stone River was

taken prisoner but was later exchanged. He
served for four and a half years and was honor-

ably discharged in Texas, being mustered out at

Springfield, Illinois, in February, 1866. For three

years he held the rank of corporal. No native

bom son of America was ever more loyal to the

old flag or more faithful in the performance of

military duty than Charles Nichols.

When the war was over Mr. Nichols went to the

west, spending about four years in Nebraska,

Colorado, California, Idaho and Washington. He
afterward returned to De Kalb county and for

sixteen months was employed at farm labor by the

month. He was then married on the 28th of

August, 1872, to Miss Dilana Douglas, a native of

De Kalb county and a daughter of Ira Douglas,

who was born in New York and was a pioneer of

Mayfield township. He came to Illinois in 1835

and cast in his lot with the pioneer residents of

De Kalb county.
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Following liis marriage Mr. Nichols continued

to work by the month as a farm hand for a year,

after which he engaged in the cultivation of rented

land for ten years. He then purchased eighty

acres of the jilacc wliirh he had been renting and

since 1882 has been one of the landowners of the

county. Later he bought eighty acres more and

upon the ])hice he erected a fine two-story frame

residence and good outbuildings. He has also tiled

and fenced the hind and made a good farm. In

1887 he erected his jjresent attractive residence,

which is two and a half stories in height and is one

of the fine country homes of Kingston township.

In 1900 lie built a barn, sixty by ninety feet, with

twenty-tour foot posts, at a cost of three thousand

dollars. He has good cribs upon the place and

also has a good house for a tenant. He raises

Durham cattle and makes butter and he also raises

Poland China hogs, feeding all of his grain. He

likewise keeps full blooded Plymouth Kock poul-

try and raises Norman I'ercheron Iiorses. In fact

his is a well stocked and well eqni]iped farm and

Mr. Nichols is regarded as one of the ent4?ri)rising

agriculturists of the county.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Nichols have been born

five children : Lenore F.. at home ;
Lottie E., the

wife of Henry Kuter. a farmer of Wisconsin, by

whom she has two children, Stella and Miio; Ira

D., who married Jennie Maltby and assists in

carrying on the home farm ; Roy C, who follows

farming in AVisconsin; and Carrie E., who is yet

under the parental roof. In politics Mr. Nichols

is an earnest republican, casting his first presiden-

tial vote for Abraham Lincoln and supporting the

standard bearer of the party at each presidential

election since that tinu>. He has never sought or

desired office for himself but has served as school

director for many years and believes in providing

good educational privileges. He belongs lo the

Grand Army post of Kingston and attends the

Wesleyan church. Few men of his age have trav-

eled so extensively as he and his life story, when

given in detail, reads like a romance. Coming
to the new world when a youth of sixteen, un-

acquainted with the customs and languages of the

people, he resolutely set to work to provide an

honest living. In the south at the beginning of

the war he espoused the Union cause and proved a

loval defender of the old flag. In business he has

been found reliable and energetic and as the years

have passed has steadily advanced on the highroad

to prosperity. It has been said of him, "He is

well and favoraldy known and everybody is his

friend."

HENRY A. WARD.

Henry A. Ward, now living at Hampshire, Kane

county. Illinois, was born in Old Fort Dearborn,

at Chicago, March 28, 1835. His father, Bernard

Ward, wa.s a native of Boston, JIassachusetts, and

in 1832 went to Fort Dearborn, serving as officer

in United States service at the garrison there for

five years. He afterward purchased land and at

one time he and a partner owned nearly half of

the land comprised within the city limits on the

north side of the river. He speculated quite ex-

tensively in property and made considerahle money
in that way. While going to Galena with a bunch

of horses he became ill and died, being at that time

about forty years of age. He was prominent in

the early history of Chicago, serving as alderman

of the first village board and aiding in molding

the public policy of the embryo city. His wife,

who bore the maiden name of Ruth ilarshall, was

a native of Boston and died when her son, H. C.

Ward was only eight years old. In the family

were seven children but all have passed away with

the exception of two, the living sister being Mrs.

Sarah M. Adams, who resides at No. 877 Monroe

street, Chicago.

When eight years of age H. C. Ward went to

work in a brickyard at four dollars per month

and was thus employed for three years. When a

youth of eleven he engaged in driving a team on

the Illinois & Michigan canal and spent three

years in that way. Subsequently he was employed
for three years in a livery stable at Beardsto\vn,

Illinois, at fifteen dollars per month, and in 1852,

attracted by the discovery of gold on the Pacific

coast, he made a trip across the plains with ox

teams to Portland, Oregon, being eight months in

accomplishing the long and arduous journey over

the stretches of hot sand and through the mountain

passes. For six years he remained in the mines

of California and in 1858 returned to Chicago

by way of the isthmus of Panama and thence up

the Atlantic coast to New York city, whence he
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crossed the continent to his destination. He met

with a fair degree of prpsperity in tlie far west,

returning from California with about four thou-

sand dollars. His generous nature, however,

caused him to loan it without security and he lost

all he had.

Mr. Ward enlisted in 1862 in response to the

country's call for aid in crushing out the rebellion

in the south and was assigned to duty with Com-

pany A of the Seventy-.second Illinois Volunteer

Infantry, with which he was connected for three

years. He participated in some very heavy en-

gagements and at Vicksburg did provost duty. Mr.

Ward was made first lieutenant of Company A and

was mustered out with that rank at Vicksburg in

1865. He then returned to Chicago, where he was

engaged in the restaurant and fruit business, but

the disastrous fire on October 9, 1871, again caused

him to lose everything he had, save his courage. For

the second time he was left almost penniless but

witli determined purpose and unfaltering energy
he set to work to retrieve his lost possessions. In

1883 he came to Sycamore and purchased the Winn
Hotel property. At various times he has per-

sonally conducted the hotel and at other times has

leased it. He has made the hotel one of the

best west of Chicago in a town of this size. It is

heated with steam, lighted with electricity and

supplied with many other modern conveniences,

and it is a favorite resort with the traveling pulilic

On the -1th of June, 1861, Mr. Ward was mar-

ried to Miss Mary A. Root, who was born in Buf-

falo, Xew York, a daughter of Charles and

Miranda (Lusk) Root, who were natives of the

Empire state and came to Illinois in 1846, set-

tling in Chicago, where Mr. Root worked at the

carjjenter's trade. In his family were seven chil-

dren, of wliom three are living, the sisters of Mrs.

Ward being Mrs. Betty, of Sycamore, and Mrs.

Hancock, of Chicago. Unto our subject and his

wife have been born four sons but Charles S. died

at the age of three months and twenty-one days;

and James H. at the age of two years. Sylvester

when last heard from was steward on the steamer

Umberland, sailing between Xew York city and

Liverpool. William B. married Miss Mary West-

gate, of Ophir township. La Salle county, Illinois,

a daughter of D. W. Westgate, a pioneer of that

county. Mr. and Mrs. William Ward live on the

Westgate farm in La Salle county.

A brotlier-m-law of Mr. Ward was Robert Dunn,
who in the early days of Chicago conducted a

brickyard on the north branch of the river and
later on the south branch. Mr. Ward hauled brick

for liiiu with an o.\ team and in that manner con-

veyed to its destination brick for the erection of

the original Sherman House. The log house

which his father' built was the thirtieth structure

on the north side of Chicago. Mr. Ward can re-

member sitting in his father's old log cabin and

looking over the prairie when there was not a

house to be seen on that section of the city which is

now the west side of Chicago. He is probably the

only man living today who was born in Fort Dear-

born, and for years he has been an interested wit-

ness of the marvelous growth of the city by the

lake, wliich, as the years have gone by, has spread
out over the broad prairie once considered worth-

less swamp land, becoming a ruling factor in th3

history of the world. In politics Mr. Ward is a

republican and in religious faith his wife is a

Universaiist. He started out in life on his own
account when only eight years of age and has since

been dependent upon his own resources and al-

though he has now passed the seventy-second mile-

stone on life's journey he is yet active in business.

J. W. 'IT 1)0 It.

J. W. Tudor has for the past three years been

engaged in operating a thresher, corn sheller and

shredder, and in this connection has become widely

known not only in his home locality but in many
sections of De Kalb county, to which his services

have called hiin. His birth occurred December 8,

1873, near De Kalb. in De Kalb county, a son of

Ed and Elma (Hubbard) Tudor. The father

was born near London, England, whence, in the

early '50s he emigrated to the United States, for

he believed that in the new world he would find

better business opportunities than he could en-

joy in his native land. The trip across the At-

lantic was a long and tedious one. Mr. Tudor

embarked on a sailing vessel at Liverpool, and

when he had almost reached the shores of New

York, a severe storm was encountered, the ship

drifting back almost to their native shores, so that

when he finally landed on American soil a period
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of three months had hceu consumed. He made his

wav at once to De Kalb comity, Illinois, where he

has been engaged in agricultural pursuits to the

jaresent time. His wife was born in tliis county.

J. W. Tudor pursued his education in the dis-

trict schools near his father's home, while upon

the home place he was early trained to the duties

of the fields, thus gaining the knowledge which

enabled him to carry on a similar occupation when

he started out in life upon his own responsibility.

He was thus engaged until three years ago, when

he abandoned agricultural pursuits and began the

operation of a thresher, corn sheller and shredder,

and he has now b\iilt up a good patronage in this

comicction and is numbered among the substan-

tial citizens of De Kalb county.

ilr. Tudor was married on the 24th of Febru-

ary, 1S9T, to Miss ilary Allen, of Sycamore. He

gives his political support to the men and measures

of the republican party, and while he keeps well

informed on the questions and issues of the day,

he is not active as an office seeker, the only public

office he has ever filled being that of school di-

rector, in which capacity he served for one term.

He is a man of excellent business ability and fair

dealing and has thereby won a very gratifying

measure of prosperity. The hospitality of his

pleasant home is greatly enjoyed by the many
friends of himself and wife.

FEAXKLIX HALL.

Franklin Hall is a retired farmer living in Syc-

amore. For many years he was closely associated

with agricultural interests and was careful in the

management of his business affairs. As the

years passed he prospered, and having acquired a

handsome competence he put aside further business

cares to enjoy the rest which he has richly merited.

A native son of De Kalb county, Mr. Hall was

born in Sycamore township, June 10, 1844, his

parents being Ephraim and Carolina (Hall) Hall.

The parents were distant relatives.

Franklin Hall was reared to farm life, no event

of special importance occurring to vary the routine

of life for him in his boyhood days. He was edu-

cated in the common schools and when twenty-

seven vears of age he was married and for several

vears thereafter conducted his father's farm. He

then bought the old homestead, which he still

owns, and was engaged in general farming until

he retired to Stcamore a few years ago. As time

passed he made extensive investments in real estate

and became the owner of fifteen hundred acres of

land in De Kalb county. He has indeed been more

successful than most men, and this is due to his

close application, his careful management and his

judicious investments. On leaving the farm he

purchased a fine brick residence at the corner of

State street and California avenue and is now liv-

ing retired in Sycamore. In addition to his farm-

ing property, he is a director in the Maple Park

Bank and a stockholder in the Bank of Sycamore.

In 1872 Mr. Hall was married to Miss Elizabeth

E. Dennison, who was born in Canada, near Mon-

treal, November 21, 1814, and is the daughter of

WUliam Dennison, who settled in Will county, Illi-

nois, in 1847. Mr. and Mrs. Hall now have four

sons and one daughter: "William D., who is liv-

ing at home; Ephraim, who is married and resides

on his father's old homestead; Henry, who died

in infancy ;
.Mmon F., at home ; Jessie, the wife of

Marshall Lee, a resident farmer of Mayfield town-

ship.

Mr. Hall has spent his entire life in De Kalb

county, covering a period of sixty-three years. He

has therefore seen much of its growth and progress.

A witness of the days when there were many

evidences of pioneer life to be found in this part

of the state, and when the land was really uncul-

tured and uncultivated, for the farmer had not yet

placed a plow in the furrows nor planted the crops

which transformed the land into productive fields,

he has lived to see the county advance along every

line of development and as the years have gone

by he has become a prosperous man. He has

manifested excellent judgment in all business

transactions, and while he has retired from the

active work of the farm he is still a busy man in

the supervision of his farming and stock-raising

interests. His life has indeed been one of activity

and enterprise, in which has been accorded a due

measure of prosperity. That he has been straight-

forward in all that he has undertaken is shown in

the words of one who has known him long and

well and who said, "His word is as good as a gov-

ernment bond."" In manner he is rather quiet and
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retiring and yet there is no one wlio more tlior-

oughly commands tlie respect and confidence of

the public than does Franklin HalL

F. W. STAEK.

The agricultural interests of De Kalb county find

a worthy representative in F. W. Stark, who owns

and operates a valuable and well improved farm of

two hundred and thirty acres situated in Mayfield

township. His parents, David W. and Anumda

(Judd) Stark came to Illinois from Pennsylvania
and Indiana, respectively, in the early '50s. They
settled on tlie farm on which our subject now

resides.

F. W. Stark is tlie third in order of birth of a

family of five children, his birth having occurred

on the farm which is now his home, his natal day

being October 18, 1865. He pursued his studies

in the schools at Kingston during the winter

months, while in the summer seasons he was

trained to the duties of tlie farm, giving his father

the benefit of his services through the period of

his boyhood and youth, and when he had put aside

his text-books he began farming on his own ac-

count on the old home place. He has always fol-

lowed the most practical and progressive ideas of

farm work, using the latest improved machinery
in the cultivation and care of his crops, while on

the place are found good buildings, which arc kept
in the best possible condition, so that his place

with all its equipments and accessories presents a

neat and attractive appearance. He has worked

earnestly and persistently as the years have passed

but feels amply repaid by the success he has

achieved, for he is now in possession of one of

the most valuable tracts of land in llayfield town-

ship, anil, in fact, in De Kalb county.

Mr. Stark chose as a companion and helpmate
on life's journey Miss Nellie Ells, to whom he was

wedded on the 26th of March, 1891. and after a

hap]iy married life of little more than eleven years,

Mrs. Stark was called to her final rest September
15, 1902, and thus the community lost one of its

most highly esteemed and respected women, and

her family a kind and devoted wife and mother.

To this union five children were born but the

youngest, Nellie, is now deceased. Those living

are: Lois E., who was born March 21, 1893, and
is now acting as her father's housekeeper; Morris

W., born May 5, 1894
;
Arthur G., born Marcli 5,

1896; and Fred \V., born June 17, 1897.

Mr. Stark's study of the political questions and

issues of the day has led him to give stalwart sup-

port to the republican party and for nine years he

has served as school director, filling the office at

the present time. Fraternally he j.s identified with

the Masons, belonging to lodge No. 402, at Kings-

ton, and is now serving as junior warden. He is

likewise connected with the Modern Woodmen and

Knights of the Globe of that city, while he gives
his support to the Methodist Episcopal church.

Mr. Stark is everywhere known as an honest and

upright man and thereby commands the confidence

and good will of all with whom he is brought in

contact.

WILLIAM SWINBANK.

William Swinbank is conducting a successful

busirifess as a florist at Sycamore. He was born in

Westmorelandshire, England, January 24, 1865,
and is the son of John and Frances (Eiley) Swin-

bank, who are also natives of England. In the year
1875 the family emigrated to the United States

and located on a farm in Kane county, Illinois.

William Swinbank was the only one left at

home to look after the farm when he was eighteen

years of age. His father had died and he con-

ducted the farm for his mother, making his home
thereon until twenty-seven years of age, when his

mother died and tlie property was sold. He then

came to Sycamore to care for his uncle, William

Swinbank. Six years ago he purchased from El-

mer Boynton, the greenhouse which he has since

owned. He has two and a half acres of ground
and about twenty thousand square feet under glass.

His is the only plant of its kind in De Kalb coun-

ty. A stranger to the business when he began

operations in this line, he has made it a success by
dint of hard work and study. He is making a spe-

cialty of raising carnations and roses and has a

large home market. He also supplies the flowers

used in the dining cars of the Chicago & Great

Western Eailroad. His business has grown to large
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proportions and his diligent, careful management
and energ}-, reveal the secret of his success.

In August of 1904, Mr. Swinbank was married

to Miss Julia Rose,, daughter of Uelos and Elea-

nor l{ose, the former now deceased but the latter

still living. Mrs. Swinbank is a native of Sj'ca-

luorc. Both our subject and his wife hold member-

ship in the Congregational church and are highly

esteemed b}' many friends. He gives his political

support to the republican party but has never

sought nor desired office. He has erected in Syca-

more a fine residence of cement with wooden

framework, the first of its kind in the city, and his

home and greenhouses are visible evidences of his

life of thrift and energy resulting in success.

HUGH .\L\1.\ i;().\K

Hugh Alvin Bone, superintendent of sciiools in

Sycamore, has already made for himself an en-

viable place in educational circles here and his

talents and energies give promise of greater ad-

vancement in the future. A native sou of Hlinois,

he was born in Moultrie county, June 4, 1873. His

father, John Emerson Bone, was likewise a native

of that county, born March 30, 1850, and tlie

mother, who bore the maiden name of JIary Louisa

Butts, was born in Moultrie county, February 6.

1851. Both the father and mother had two

brothers who served as soldiers of the Union army
in the Civil war. These were Andrew and George

Hugh Bone and James A. and William A. Butts.

Andrew Bone enlisted with Ulysses S. Grant, be-

coming a member of the Twenty-first Hlinois

Regiment, and died in Andersonville prison in

18G4. George H. Bone was a member of the One
Hundred and Twenty-si.xth Hlinois Infantry and

also died in the service. James A. Butts became a

member of the Twenty-first Illinois Regiment with

William T. Sherman and acted as a drummer.

His brother was a member of the One Hundred
and Twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry, to which

George H. Bone belonged.

The father of our subject is a farmer by occu-

pation and now lives in Moultrie county. The son,

Hugh Alvin Bone, began his education in the

country schools of ^loultrie county. Illinois, and

afterward attended Oberlin (Ohio) College. For

four vears he was employed as a teacher in the

district schools and, having demonstrated his abil-

ity, he became principal of the schools at Lake

City, Illinois, where he remained for two years.

He was also principal of the high school at Sul-

livan, Illinois, and afterward was chosen superin-

tendent of the schools at Sullivan, in which capac-

ity he served for three years. Later he was his-

tory instructor in the state normal at Normal,

Illinois, in the sununer of 1904, and was institute

instructor in the summers of 1901 to 1905 inclu-

.sive. In 1904 he received appointment to the

position of superintendent of the city schools of

Sycamore and has since remained here. Under

his guidance the schools have made substantial

and commendable advancement. He brings untir-

ing zeal and devotion to his work and has the

ability of enthusing the teachers under him with

much of his own interest and fidelity to the pro-

fession.

On the 17th of July. 189:5, Professor Bone was

united in marriage to Miss Florence Crowder, who

was born in Moultrie county, Illinois, October 24,

18T5, a daughter of Marshall M. and Asenith

(Shockey) Crowder, the former born in Moultrie

county, Illinois, March 12. 1850, and the latter in

Zanesville, Ohio. September 25, 1850. In their

family were three children, of whom Mrs. Bone

is the youngest, and the mother is now deceased.

Jlr. and Mrs. Bone have three children: Horace

Orlando, bom April 10, 1894; Maurice Oberlin,

August 2~, 1895; and Lusenith Maurine, Septem-

ber 3, 1898.

Professor Bone belongs to Sullivan lodge. No.

764, A. F. & A. M.. and is also affiliated with the

Royal .\rcanum. His political views are in ac-

cord with re]iuljlican principles and he belongs

to the Congregational clnircb. These associations

indicate much of the character of the man and

the high ]jrinciples which guide his conduct. Hon-

estv and industry have characterized his life. He

is making constant progress in his profession and

is now completing a special course in Chicago

University-. He paid his own way through col-

lege by teaching, using the mon^y thus earned to

meet his tuition and the other expenses incident to

a college course. He thus showed forth the ele-

mental strength of his character and throughout

his life he has broadened his knowledge and pro-

moted his efficiencv bv further studv. invostigation
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and research. He holds high ideals of the teach-

er's work and as superintendent of the Sycamore
schools has introduced effective and beneficial

changes. He and his wife occupy an enviable

position in the social life of Sycamore, being cor-

dially received into the best circles of society,

where true worth and intelligence are taken as

passports.

STEPHEN A. HALL.

Stephen A. Hall is a thrifty and energetic farm-

er owning and cultivating one hundred and sixty

acrep of choice land on section 24, Squaw Grove

township, and twenty-seven acres in Big Eock

township. His life record began on the 13th of

March, 1834, in New York, and he was a youth
of eight years when, in 1842, he became a resident

of Kane county, Illinois, coming to the west with

his parents, Alexis and Emeline (Hunt) Hall.

His father, who was born in Vermont, April 8,

1800, died on the 1.5th of January, 1883, at the

advanced age of almost eighty-three years. His

wife, who was born in the Empire state in 180~,

died in 1836, when her son Stephen was but two

years old. The father came to Illinois in 1838

taking up government land and settling Qt Big

Eock, in Kane county, where he lesided until his

death. For many years he was a worthy repre-

sentative of farming interests in this part of the

state.
-

Stephen A. Hall was afforded good educational

advantages. His youth was passed under the

parental roof in Kane county during which time

he attended the district schools, while later he

benefited by a course of instruction in Lombard

University at Galesburg, Illinois. When he had

attained his majority he sought a companion and

helpmate for life's journey and was married on

the 28th of March, 1860, at Big Eock, Kane coun-

ty, to Miss Elizabeth Whildin. whose birth oc-

curred December 18, 1834. She was a daughter
of Deacon Jeremiah and Mary (Eeese) Whildin.

Her father was born in Wales, December 2-5, 1799,

and in 1849 became a resident of Illinois, settling

at Big Eock, Kane county, where his remaining

days were passed. He died October 21, 1889, at

a very venerable age, while liis wife, who was born

April 5, 1S()6, wn« called to her linal rest on the

15th of April, 1880. Mr. and Mrs. Hall have

three children living: Saiah S., who was born

August 31, 1865, and is the wife of P. B. Quinn;
Fred J., who was born October 1, 1868; and

Leonard S., who was born April 3, 1872. Frank

is deceased.

Mr. Hall and his family are members of the

Baptist church at Hinckley. He gives his polit-

ical allegiance to the republican party and his fel-

low townsmen, recognizing his worth and ability,

have called him to several ofSces. He served as

supervisor of Squaw Grove township for twelve

years consecutively, having been elected in 1882,

and has also been school trustee. Following his

marriage he continued to live in Kane county un-

til 18G7 when he removed to the farm upon which

he now resides which he has since cultivated until

the fields have brought forth rich and abundant

harvests. His land in this locality is worth about

oi)e hundred and fifty dollars per acre while the

tract which he has on section 20, Big Eock town-

ship, Kane county, is valued at about one hundred

dollars per acre. In analyzing his life work it

will be found that his prosperity is the reward of

his persistent energy and capable business man-

agement. He has prospered as the years have gone

by and is now enabled to enjoy the comforts of

life in a fine home in the midst of friends and

neighbors who entertain for him warm regard.

WILSON LOVE.

Wilson Love is a retired liveryman of De Kalb,

residing at No. 217 South Second street. He de-

rives his income largely from property interests,

having made extensive and judicious investments

in real estate, which includes much city property

besides a good farm of eighty-one acres in De Kalb

township.

Mr. Love was a son of Christopher and Mary

(Sehofield) Love, who were residents of Bridge-

water, Stark county. New York, until they came

to De Kalb township in the year 1844. They cast

in their lot with its pioneer residents, for at that

time the work of development had scarcely been

begun. Much of the land was still in possession

of the government and there were large areas upon
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which the sod had not been broken. Many log

houses were to be seen in the county but the work

of cultivation was being carried forward by the

pioneers and Mr. Love bore his share in this task.

He continued to engage actively in farming until

1852 and as the years passed added to his capital

until he was in possession of a comfortable com-

petence. This enabled him to spend liis declining

days in honorable retirement and. leaving the

farm, he removed to De Kalb, where he died Aug-
ust 23, 1888, at the age of eighty-six years. His

wife passed away about nine years before his death.

Wilson Love, whose name introduces this record,

was born in Chautauqua county, Xew York,

March 6, 1830, and was therefore a youth of four-

teen years when he accompanied his parents on

their removal to the middle west. He remained

with his father in the cultivation of the home farm

until 1852, when he established a livery barn in De
Kalb, which he operated successfully until 1888,

thus continuing in business for thirty-six years, a

longer period than any other man in the county.
He was accorded a liberal patronage and he justly

deserved this by reason of his good business quali-

fications and his earnest desire to please his cus-

tomers.

On tbc Sth day of March, 1855, Mr. Love was

married to Miss Adell Sewanl.a native of Wyoming
county, New York, and a daughter of Morgan
Seward, a mechanic and farmer, who came to De
Kalb county in 1854. They have three children:

Mary, at home; Nettie, who is the wife of C. P.

Dawley of Chicago; and George M., who operates
his father's farm.

Mr. Love has always been a stalwart democrat,

thoroughly in sympathy with the principles of

the party. He has served as road commissioner

for two terms, but has never been a ])olitician

in the sense of office seeking, desiring that others

should fill public positions while he gives un-

divided attention to his business interests. He

belongs to the Ma.sonic fraternity, in which he has

attained the degrees of master mason and royal

arch mason. Few men have more intimate

knowledge of the county and its history than

Mr. Love, who has resided within its borders

for almost two-thirds of a century. He was a

personal friend of Shabbona and the social re-

lation which existed between them has ever been

remembered by him as one of the most pleasant

associations of his youthful days. When one sees

today the splendidly developed farms, the thriv-

ing towns and the cities with their great manu-

facturing and industrial as well as commercial

interests, it seems hardly possible that it is

within the memory of a single resident of the

county when this part of the state was an almost

unbroken prairie, and yet Mr. Love can remember

the time when there were wide stretches of land

upon which was not seen a habitation or evidence

of cultivation. He has witnessed marked changes
in the methods of life and as the years have passed

has kept in touch with general progress and im-

provement. His rest, which he is now enjoying,

is well deserved, as it has come to him in return

for his close application, his careful business man-

agement and his judicious investment.

HENRY TWOMBLY.

Among the citizens of foreign birth residing in

De Kalb county, mention should be made of Henry

Twombly who is now the owner of an excellent

farm of one hundred and sixty acres. This prop-

erty is a visible evidence of his life of thrift and

industry. He has been the architect of his own

fortunes and has builded wisely and well. A na-

tive of Ireland, he was born in 1857 and his par-

ents were also natives of the same country, where

they spent their entire lives. The son was a youth

of sixteen years when in 1873 he came to the

L^nited States, locating in Chicago. He was there

employed at common labor for one year, after

which he came to De Kalb county and was em-

ployed on a farm by the month until his marriage.

On the 21st of April, 1885, Mr. Twombly
wedded iliss Hannah Carl, who was born in Syca-

more, Illinois, August 14, 1865. Her parents were

likewise natives of Ireland and in 1846 came to the

United States, settling on a farm in De Kalb

county, where the father carried on general agri-

cultural pursuits until his life's labors were ended

by death in 1883. His wife survived him for

more than two decades and died December 31,

1906. They were the parents of twelve children,

six sons and six daughters. I'nto ilr. and Mrs.

Twombly have been born nine children: John,

born ^fay 3. 1886: Joseph, born July 27, 1888;
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Henry, born July 31, 1890; William, born March

9, 1892; Archie, born August 20, 1896; Sanford,

born February 18. 1899 ; Leonard, born March 20,

1901
; Irene, born December 20, 1903 ; and Mary,

born Septenil)er 21, 1905. It is a remarkalde fact

that the family circle remains unbroken by the

hand of death.

After their marriage Mr. and ilrs. Twonibly l)e-

gan their domestic life on a rented farm, continu-

ing to cultivate rented land until 1899 when, with

the capital acquired through his labors, Mr. Twom-

bly purchased one hundred and sixty acres on sec-

tion 9, De Kalb townshi]). The following year he re-

moved his family to this place and since that time

has built an excellent barn and other substantial

outbuildings for the shelter of grain and stock.

He uses the latest improved machinery in the cul-

tivation of his fields and is continually adding to

his place all modern equipments and accessories.

He had no educational advantages m his youth and

has won success in spite of the difficulties and ob-

stacles which beset his path.

Politically Mr. Tw^ombly is a democrat, having
voted with the party since becoming a naturalized

American citizen. He and his wife are communi-

cants of the Catholic church of De Kalb. They
have gained many friends in the county, being

well known here, Mr. Twombly having resided

within the borders of the county for a third of a

century. His life demonstrates what it is possible

to accomplish through determined and earnest

purpose in a country where effort and labor are

not hindered by caste or class.

HENEY W. PKENTICE.

Henry W. Prentice, who is a representative of

that profession which stands as the conservator of

human rights and liberties, furthering the ends of

justice and maintaining public stability, was born

in Marion township. Ogle county, Illinois, August

16, 1872. His parents were Eeuben T. and Lavina

(Eyster) Prentice, of whose family of three chil-

dren only tw'o are now living, the brother of our

subject being Charles G. Prentice, a resident of

Oregon, Illinois. The father was born in Pennsyl-

vania in 1839, and in his boyhood days accom-

panied his parents on their removal to Polk coun-

ty, Wisconsin, where he was reared to his twenty-
first year. In 1860 he came to Illinois, settling in

Ogle county, and at the outbreak of the Civil war

he w^ent to Eockford, this state. When the Eighth
Illinois Cavalry was recruited, he enlisted in that

command, serving with the regiment until the close

of hostilities. His company was one of the cavalry

squads that chased John Wilkes Booth after the

assassination of President Lincoln and was hot on

his trail wdien they were falsely steered from their

course shortly before his capture, else they would

have had the honor of taking the criminal. After

the close of the war Eeuben T. Prentice located in

Eockford, Illinois, and was soon married there to

the daughter of John Eyster, one of the first white

settlers of Ogle county, coming to this state from

Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania. About 1870

Mr. Prentice removed with his family to a farm

owned by his father-in-law, in Ogle county, and

there he carried on general agricultural pursuits

until 1883, when he took up his abode in the city

of Oregon, Illinois, where he died in September,
1891. He was a member of the Grand Army post

there and a'so of the Independent Order of Odd

Fellows. His widow still survives and is yet a

resident of Oregon.

Henry W. Prentice spent his boybcKid and youth
in his parents' home, and the ]niblic schools af-

forded liim his educational privileges. He was

graduated from the Oregon high school in 1890,

and for two years thereafter was variously em-

ployed. In 1892 he came fn De Kalb and went to

work in the private office of 1. L. and W. L. Ell-

wood, w'ith whom he continued until June, 1895.

It became customary for Mr. Prentice to spend

many of his evenings in a law office, assisting in

copying on the typewriter. This awakened his in-

terest in law and he began reading law more as a

pastime, and to some extent to fit himself to a

greater degree for the work of court stenographer.

In June, 1895, he was appointed to this office by

Hon. Charles Kellum, then judge of the eleventh

judicial district, and in 1897 when Judge Bishop
was elected to the bench of the new sixteenth dis-

trict Mr. Prentice was re-appointed by him and

served until July, 1903. In the meantime he had

continued his law studies, and in December, 189C,

was admitted to the bar. After severing his con-

nection with the office of court stenographer he

entered upon the active practice of law in De Kalb,
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where he has built up a large clientage as a general

law practitioner. In 1899 he was elected cit)'

attorney of De Kalb and served for six years, prov-

ing a most capable official, untiring in his devotion

to the interests of the city and performing his

duties without fear or favor.

In 1897 occurred the marriage of Mr. Prentice

and Miss Bessie M. Burst, a daughter of John W.

Burst, of Sycamore, and they now have one son,

Henry W., Jr. Mr. Prentice belongs to De Kalb

lodge. No. 144, A. F. & A. M., of which he was

master for two years. He is also a member of De

Kalb chapter, No. 52, E. A. M.; De Kalb lodge. No.

315, K. P.; De Kalb Aerie. No. 1316, F. 0. E.
;

Barb City camp, M. W. A.
;
and Columbus tent,

No 57, of the Knights of the Maccabees. He is

one who through earnest purpose and unfaltering

application has worked his way upward and the

large law practice which is accorded him is the

best criterion of his ability and the confidence re-

posed in him by his fellow citizens.

HON. GEOEGE STEWAET ROBINSON.

Hon. George Stewart Eobinson, for fifteen years

a member and for nine years president of the board

of commissioners of public charities, was also one

of the most distinguished members who has ever

graced the bar of De Kalb county. He gave to tlie

duties which devolved upon him his earnest con-

sideration and brought to bear in their discharge

marked ability, supplemented by a high standard

of conduct. He was born at Derby, V&rmont,

June 24, 1824, and was the second in a family of

three sons, whose parents were George and Harriet

(Stewart) Eobinson. His father was a native of

Connecticut and a son of Eber Eobinson, a captain

of the Eevolutionary war. His mother was a na-

tive of Vermont and a daughter of Rufus Stew*

art, a major of the war of 1812. George Eobin.son

also served his country faithfully in the war of

1812. He was a farmer by occupation, thus pro-

viding for his family throughout his entire life.

He died about 1870 when seventy-five years of age.

George Stewart Eobinson acquired his primary
education in the common schools and later at-

tended the Derby Academy. He also early became

familiar with farm labor in all of its departments

and remained upon the old homestead farm until

twenty years of age with the exception of several

winter months, when he taught school. He re-

garded this, however, as an initial step to other

professional labor. Becoming imbued with the

desire to engage in the practice of law, he began

studv-ing in the office and under the direction of

Hon. S. B. Colby, of Derby, Vermont. He re-

mained in that office for two years and finished his

legal course with Hon. Lucius B. Peck, of Mont-

pelier, Vermont, a most prominent attorney of the

Green ilouiitain state.

Mr. Eobinson was admitted to the Vermont bar

November 18, 184G. His health, however, was

impaired by reason of his close attention to his

studies and hoping to be benefited thereby he went

south in 1847 and again took up the teacher's

profession. In 1853 he returned to Vermont and

in his native town was married, October 13, 1853,

to Miss Olive A. Colby, a native of Derby and a

daughter of Nehemiah Colliy. who was born in

New Hampshire, as was his father, Samuel Colby.

Nehemiah Colby was for many years engaged in

mercantile pursuits and also followed farming for

a time. For fifteen years he was postmaster of

Derliy and one of its best known men. In religious

faith he was a Congregationalist and a firm be-

liever in Christianity. He died in 1862, at the

age of seventy-five years. His wife, who bore the

maiden name of Malinda Larrabee, was born in

1790 and was a daughter of John Larrabee. She

died in 1842, at the age of fifty-two years. They

were the parents of thirteen children, of whom

Mr?. Roliinson was the twelfth in orcler of birth,

and now the only living member of the family.

Immediately after their marriage Mr. Eobinson

and his wife went to Cuthbert, Georgia, where he

entered upon the practice of law, residing there

during the trying times of the Civil war. For a

few months during the struggle and much against

his will he was compelled to serve in the Georgia

State Militia. Being a well known Tnion man he

was forced to suffer many hardships and his prac-

tice was completely destroyed. Having a cousin re-

siding in Sycamore, Illinois, through his invitation

Mr. Eobinson came to De Kalb county in 186G

and soon afterward became associated with Hon.

Charles Kellum, a partnership which continued

for four years. He was then alone in practice

until 1877, when he was elected county judge, fill-
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ing the position until 1882, when ho resigned in

order to attend to jirivate business interests in

Vermont. On the iiciuh his decisions were fair

and impartial, eliaraeterized by profound and ac-

curate understanding of the law and correct ap-

plication of its principles to the points in litiga-

tion. When in general practice bis devotion to bis

clients' interests was proverbial and be prepared bis

cases with great thoroughness and care. In 1873

he was appointed master in chancerv, filling that

position until be was chosen county judge. Soon

after his election be resigned the former otfiee.

Mr. Robinson's public service covers an impor-

tant epoch in his life history. His fellow citizens,

recognizing his worth and ability, frequently

sought his services in some official position or an-

other. AVhen Sycamore was organized as a city

Mr. Eobinson was elected alderman and served for

two terms. He was also city attorney and drafted

the ordinances under which the city was governed

for years and many of which are still in force. In

18G9 he was appointed on the board of state com-

missioners of public cliarities by Governor John

M. Palmer, was re-appointed by Governor John L.

Beveridge in 1874: and In' Governor Shelby M.

Cullom in 1879. He remained an active member

of the board until March, 1884, when he resigned,

being unable to attend to the'duties of the position

bv reason of his frequent and extended absence

from the state on business demanding his entire

attention. For nearly fifteen years, however, he

remained a member of the l)oard and was its presi-

dent for nine years, devoting from two to three

months of his time each year to its work without

compensation.

Mr. and Mrs. TJobinson became the parents of

two daughters and a son. The eldest, Harriet Ma-

linda, who was born in Georgia, became the wife

of C. L. Buchan, of Chicago, and died at the age

of twenty-eight years, leaving one son, George

Buchan Robinson, who was adopted by his ma-

ternal grandfather and now bears his name. He

was born October 17, 1884, and still lives with

his grandmother. He was graduated from the

University of Chicago when twenty-one years of

age and is now in Evers & Company's Bank in

Chicago. His father resides in Chicago, where he

has been a clerk in the postoffice for a quarter of a

century. Lucius P., the only son in the Robinson

familv. died in infancy. Xellie Colliv married

James B. EUwood, of Sycamore, and had one

child, Muriel Olive, who died in infancy, while the

mother passed away in 1892, at the age of thirty

years.

In his fraternal relations Judge Roliinson was a

Mason, holding memljership with the lodge, chap-

ter and comniandery. He served as nuistcr in the

lodge, as high priest in the chapter and prelate in

the commandery. The cause of education found

in him a stanch chaniifion and be did much to pro-

mote the interests of the schools in Sycamore, serv-

ing as president of the school board at the tinie of

his death. He was a man of strong native intelli-

gence and force of character, looking at life from

a practical standpoint and yet working toward the

ideal in all those things which relate to good citi-

zenship, to professional honor and personal ac-

complishments. He was regarded as a prominent

and able mendier of the bar and no man ever filled

the position of judge of the county and probate

courts in a more satisfactory numner. Kindly in

spirit and generous in disposition, his intellectual

and moi'al force of character were such as en-

deared him to all with whom he came in contact

and bis death, which occurred October 30, 1894,

was deeply and sincerely deplored. Mrs. Robinson

still surxives her husband and resides in a beauti-

ful bouie at No. 431 Somonauk street in Syca-

more.

ELIAS C. WEST.

Elias C. West, a representative of a pioneer

family of De Kail) county, within whose borders he

has made his home from the age of four years, is

now living retired in Sycamore but for a long

period was closely associated with the agricul-

tural development of the county. He was born

November 2.5, 1839, in Evans, Erie county, New

York. His paternal grandfather, Asa West, was

bo'-n in Williamstown, Berkshire county, Massa-

chusetts, in 1769, and after arriving at years of

maturity wedded Sarah Parker, whose birth oc-

curred in Deerfield, Franklin coimty, Massachu-

setts, April 2.5, 1773. In 1808 Asa West removed

with his family to Madison county. New York,

casting in his lot among its pioneer settlers. He

purchased a tract of timlier land, upon which lie
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built a log hoiise that remained the home of the

famih- for a ininiber of years. He was a clothier

bv trade and a man of natural mechanical ability.

Later in life he turned his attention to the cooper-

ing business, which he followed duritig the winter

seasons after his removal to the Empire state.

While the second struggle of the colonies with

Great Britain was in progress he made wooden

canteens for the enemy. In 1815 his health failed

and after an illness of six years' duration he died

in Januarj-, 1821. His widow and her children

remained residents of Madison county, New York,
for a number of years, and in 1826 removed to

Erie county, that state, where Mrs. West passed

away December 2, 1828, at the age of forty-eight

years. By her marriage she had become the mother

of nine children.

This number included David West, father of our

subject, who was born in Waterville, Oneida coun-

ty, New Y^ork, July 16, 1806, which was the year

of his parents' removal from ilassacluisetts to the

Empire state. After the death of his father lie be-

came a member of the family of his brother-in-law,

Daniel Hurd, of Georgetown, New Y^ork, with

whom he lived until twenty years of age. He then

located at Evans, Erie county, where he operated

as a contractor in the forests, clearing land and

lumbering. As a companion and helpmate for

life's journey he chose Sarah Chapin, of George-

town, whom he wedded April 29, 1829. Her par-

ents, Elias and Dimis (Chapman) Chapin, had re-

moved from Stafford, Connecticut, to Madison

county. New Y'ork. Her father was born February

15, 1751, and when the colonies attempted to throw

off the yoke of British oppression, joined the

American army. He was with Washington at the

time of the evacuation of the city of New York by
the British. His last days were spent in Evans,

Erie county, New Y''ork, where he passed away

February 4, 1839. His wife, whose birth occurred

on the 15th of October, 1774, died in Woodstock,

New Y'ork, October 12, 1860.

Following his marriage David West bought a

tract of land which was included in the Holland

purchase in Evans. He there built a house and

barn and cleared forty-five acres, maintaining his

residence at that place until 1843. He also con-

tinued the work of clearing land and farming for

others and thus brought under cultivation about

three hundred and fifty acres of land. Disposing

of his farm in the Empire state he started for

Illinois, accompanied by his family, making the

journey with a team of horses and a wagon, bring-

ing also a portion of their household goods. The

family traveled across the country after the slow

and primitive manner of the times, resting on

Sundays, and when twenty-three days had elapsed

they reached Sycamore. The succeeding winter

was spent in the home of Aaron C. West, a brother

of David West, on section 34, Sycamore township.
The latter purchased a tract of land adjoining his

brother's farm, and in the winter of 1844-45 built

a small frame house for the accommodation of his

family. During the same winter he entered his

claim from the government. His first crop was
raised on rented land in 1844, in which year he

also liroke twenty acres of his own farm and the

following year he raised a crop thereon. At that

time grain was marketed in Chicago, which was

also the base of supplies for the people of this

locality, and the nearest mill was at St. Charles,
in Kane county. As the years passed Mr. West
added modem and substantial farm buildings to

his place and set out an orchard, which included

some trees that he himself brought from the state

of New Y'ork. He owned one hundred and seven

acres of land and as the years advanced he pros-

pered in his undertakings, developing an excellent

property, which returned to him a good annual in-

come as the result of the care and labor which he

bestowed upon the fields.

The first wife of David West was born January

8, 1804, in Stafford, Connecticut, and by this mar-

riage eight children were born, Elias C. being the

fourth. The mother died January 23, 1849, and

on the 28th of May following Mr. West married

Mrs. Lucinda (Eose) Wells, the widow of Israel

Wells, who died in March, 1845. leaving two chil-

dren, George M, and Ruth. Mrs. Wells was born

in August, 1804, in Sherburne, Chenango county.

New Y'ork, and was a daughter of Joseph and Ruth

(Whitney) Rose, who were natives of Windhall,

Vermont. On leaving the Green Mountain state

thev took up their abode at Sherburne, New York.

Mr. Rose was born on Christmas day of 1760,

while his wife's birth occurred on the 28th of July,

1772. Their daughter, Mrs. West, died April 10,

1884.

David West was a typical frontiersman, for most

of his life was passed amid pioneer surroundings.
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When he removed to Georgetown, in 1826, he

found a little hamlet in the midst of an almost un-

broken wilderness and there was every evidence of

frontier life in Erie county when he took up his

abode there, Buffalo being at that time little more

than a village. Again he met the hardships and

experiences of life on the frontier in De Kalb

county and aided in reclaiming the wild land for

the purposes of civilization. He was interested in

everything pertaining to public progress and his

co-o])eration proved an element in the substantial

development of this part of the state. x\s a com-

missioner he assisted in the construction of the

public roads and he also did efEective work in the

organization of school districts. He served for

eighteen consecutive years as assessor and in all

public relations was found faithful and reliable.

When, twenty-five years of age, in the town of Col-

lins. Erie county. New York, he joined the Con-

gregational church, of which he remained a mem-
ber until 1879, when he severed his relations there-

with from conscientious scruples. In the days
when Georgetown was a small town his home
was always open for the entertainment of traveling

ministers and the humanitarian spirit which ever

existed was also manifested in the fact that it be-

came a station on the underground railroad, Mr.

West aiding many a poor refugee to nuike his w-ay

from slavery in the south to freedom in Canada.

He also advocated the cause of temperance bv

precept and example and was so abstemious that

he never used tobacco. No man was ever more

loyal to a cause which he believed to be right and

no man ever questioned his honesty of purjjose.

He voted for James G. Birney for president at the

time when the anti-slavery candidate of the dis-

trict for representative received but forty votes.

He lived to see the abolition of slavery and the

country enjoying the fruits of liberty, while in his

home locality he witnessed with pride the advance-

ment and progress which were made, ever bearing

his full share in the work of development, so that

his history became an integral chapter in the

annals of this part of the state. He died in Feb-

ruary, 1891, respected by all who knew him.

Elias C. West was only five years of age when

brought by his parents to Illinois, and the dis-

trict schools of Sycamore township afforded him

his educational privileges. He was twenty-three

vears of age when he offered his services to the

government in defense of the Union, enlisting on

the 7th of September, 1862, as a member of Com-

pany A, One Hundred and Fifth Regiment of

Illinois Volunteers. This command was attached

to the Twentieth Army Corps and he met the usual

experiences which fall to the lot of the soldier

on active duty. He participated in the Atlanta

campaign, the march through Georgia and the

Carolinas and in the grand review at Washington,

I). C, which has the most celebrated military

pageant ever seen on the western hemisphere. The

streets were lined with jieople eager to welcome the

victorious army, and across Pennsylvania avenue

was a banner bearing the inscription "The only

debt which the country cannot pay is the debt

which she owes her soldiers." Mr. West was three

times slightly wounded, sustaining injuries at

Kenesaw Mountain and at Atlanta, He served for

three years and was mustered out in 186.5, return-

ing home with a most creditable military record.

Resuming agricultural pursuits, Mr. West for

many years thereafter engaged in the tilling of the

soil and the raising of fine stock and in the dairy

business, being associated for sometime with his

father. He continued in active life until 1901,

when lie retired and removed to Sycamore, wliere

he now occupies a fine home on West Exchange
street that he built. His farm is located a mile

and a half east of Sycamore on section 34, Syca-

more township, and comprises one hundred and

sixtv-seven acres of well improved land, equipped

with all the accessories and conveniences of a

model farm. From the property he derives a good

income and this with his other financial resources

enables him to live in comfortable circumstances

without recourse to further labor.

On the 17tli of June. 1872, was celebrated the

marriage of Mr. West and Miss Ella Reese, who

w-as born in Wisconsin and came to Sycamore in

1869, with her parents, Andrew and Mary (Bass)

Reese. Her father was a pioneer of Dodge county,

Wisconsin, and in 1869 arrived in De Kalb coun-

ty, Illinois, where he followed farming for somo

time, while later he conducted a cheese lactory

in Sycamore for several years. ^Ir. and Mrs West

have become the parents of four children : ilay B.,

who died at the age of nine years; Roy C, who

married Ada Sanford and lives in Milwaukee, Wis-

consin, being employed as an engineer on the Chi-

cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad ; Gertie May,
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who is librarian at the Sycamnrc public library;

and Herbert, at home.

Mr. West has figured prominently in agricul-

tural circles, having been elected president of the

De Kalb County Farmers Institute upon its or-

ganization and filling the position for five years.

He also represented the northern district of Hli-

nois at the Farmers National Congress at Eock

Island. He belongs to the Grand Army post, and

he and his wife are identified with the Congrega-

tional church at Sycamore, in the work of which

they have taken an active and helpful part. For

fifteen years he served as one of its deacons and

has been a member of various church committees.

More than six decades have passed since he came

to the county and its progress and improvement

are to him matters of pride. He has given co-

operation to many movements for the public good

and in citizenship, in business life and in fact in

all relations has commanded the esteem and good

will of those with whom he has been associated.

ISAAC A. McCOLLoM.

Isaac A. McCollom, a resident of Kingston, has

been secretary of the Farmers" Mutual Insurance

Company since January, 1898, and is also engaged

in the real-estate business. His residence in Kings-

ton covers a period of twenty-two years, during

which time he has figured prominently as a repre-

sentative and enterprising man. His birth oc-

curred in Mayfield township, this county, August

7, 184.5. His father. Isaac A. McCollom, came

here when a young man, with his brother James,

from Indiana in 1835. He had lieen liberally edu-

cated for those days and was a pioneer teacher of

the county. Much of the land was still unculti-

vated and in possession of the government. He

pre-empted a claim in Mayfield township and after

making some preparation for having a home of his

own he returned to Indiana and was there married

to Miss Frances Taylor, a native of tliat state. He

afterward brought his bride to the farm and con-

tinued its cultivation nntil his death, which oc-

curred in 1848, when he was comparatively a

young man. His wife survived him and reared her

family, remaining a resident of the countv until

her own death on the 8th of May, 1864. In the

family were three children, all of whom reached

adult age. J. B. McCollom, the youngest son, was

reared here and later removed to Nebraska, where

he took up a homestead, dying there in October.

1883. He married Mary Jane Slater and left two

children, Owen and a daughter. The other brother

of our subject is Josejih W., who was reared in

this county and became a soldier of Company K,

One Hundred and Fifth Illinois Volunteer Infan-

try, serving for about three years. He was after-

ward married here to Miss McClelland and later

removed to lown, taking up his residence in Boone

county.

Isaac A. ilcCollom spent the days of his boy-

hood and youth in the usual manner of farm lads

upon the frontier. He attended the common

schools, but was mostly self-educated, for the

reason that the schools were then of a somewhat

primitive character and also because his services

were needed on the home farm and his opportun-

nit}' of attending school was thereby limited. He
was ninteen years of age when, in February, 1865,

he joined the Fifteenth Illinois Volunteer Infan-

try and went south to Goldsboro, North Carolina.

He was engaged in scouting and guard duty and

later joined the "Western department, thus serv-

ing until honorably discharged at Springfield, Illi-

nois, being mustered out at Leavenworth, Kansas,

on the 16th of September, 1865.

Following his return liome Isaac A. McCollom

engaged in the operation of the home farm in con-

nection with his older brother. The business re-

lation between them «as maintained for two years,

when he sold out and purchased a tract of land in

Mayfield township. He made preparation for hav-

ing a home of his own by his marriage in 1866 to

Miss Roxie Ann Taylor, who was born and reared

in Mayfield township. Following his marriage he

carried on farming for several years, after which

he sold his property in this county and removed

to Boone county, Iowa, where he bought a tract

of land and carried on general agricultural pur-

suits for six and a half years. He then returned

t(' Sycamore and entered the employ of the Marsh

Harvester Company, with which he continned for

three years, when he went to Chicago, where he

worked for five years in the employ of the McCor-

mick Harvester Company. On again going to De
Kalb county lie located at Kingston, where he en-
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gaged in the hotel husiness. He rebuilt, added to

and reniodelcd the hotel and made it a first-class

house, of which he was proprietor for twenty years.

He proved a popular host and received a large

share of the patronage of the traveling public at

Kingston. In 1904, however, he sold out and lo-

cated where he now resides. While conducting his

liotel lie also engaged in handling farm iiuplements

and in January, 18!tS, he was elected secretary of

the Farmers' Mutual Insurance Company, in which

capacity lie has since served. The company now

carries policies to the amount of about three mil-

lion dollars upon farm property. Mr. McCollom

has also engaged in real-estate operations for about

six years, owning farm property in De Kalb

county, town property in Kingston and lands in

South Dakota. He has made judicious invest-

ments and has found this branch of his business

a profitable source of income.

Ill his political views Mr. McCollom has Ijeen ,i

stalwart republican since easting his first presiden-

tial ballot for U. S. Grant in 1868. He has never

failed to vote at a presidential election since that

time. He was elected and served as township col-

lector for three years and filled the office of Justice

of the peace for ten years. He has likewise been

a delegate to county conventions and is accounted

one of the stalwart republicans of this district.

In 1903 Mr. McCollom was called upon to

mourn the loss of his first wife, who died on the

24th of April of that year. They had two daugh-
ters: Hattie L., now the wife of Henry Landis.

a Ijusiness man of Kingston, by whom she has two

children, Eva H. and Marie ; and Ada Effie, the

wife of L. C. Shaffer, whose sketch appears else-

where in this work. Both daughters were well

educated and prior to their marriage were success-

ful teachers. Mr. McCollom w'as again married

on the 4th of May, 1904, when in Rockford, Illi-

nois, he wedded Emily M. Wyllys, the widow of

Amos N. Wyllys, who was a native of New York,

but was reared in this county. She was married

on the (itli of October, 1870, to Amos N. Wyllys,

who was a blacksmith by trade and followed that

pursuit in South Grove and later in Kingston. He
died here in 1901. By her first marriage Mrs. Mc-

Collom had two children: Alta, who is now the

wife of James Gross, a farmer of South Grove

township, liy whom she has two children, Wyllys
and Eva; and Dr. Henry Wyllys, of Wyoming.

Stark county, Jllinois, who is married and has two

children, (ianier and Welodene.

Mr. and Mrs. McCollom attend the Methodist

Episcopal church, contribute lilierally to its sup-

port and take an active interest in church and

Sunday school work. Mr. McCollom belongs to the

Masonic lodge at Kingston and is thoroughly in

sympathy with the principles of the organization.

Both Mr. and Mrs. McCollom are well known in

the county, where they have many friends.

E. F. BOLAND.

E. F. Boland, who is .successsfully engaged in

general farming and in raising fine horses and

cattle, was born in Afton township, this county,

May 24, 1864. His parents, John and Ann Bo-

land, were natives of Ireland but came to America

in childhood days. The mother died at the com-

paratively early age of thirty-three years and the

father is still living, his home being in Chicago.

They were the parents of two sons and a daughter,

but the latter is now deceased, and the brother of

our subject lives in Chicago with his father. Mr.

Boland, Sr., owns three hundred and twenty acres

of land in Afton township, and three fine resi-

dences in the city of Chicago. He is a self-made

man whose prosperity is attributable entirely to his

own labors, his careful management and keen busi-

ness discernment.

E. P. Boland was reared in the usual manner of

farm lads, dividing his time between the duties of

the schoolroom, the pleasures of the playground
and the work of the fields. After mastering the

common branches of English learning, he attended

a business college in Chicago for one year. On
the 4th of April, 1894, he was married to Miss

Margaret Powers, daughter of John and Anora

Powers, who are now living retired in the city of

De Kalb. In this family were seven children,

five sons and two daughters. The young couple

began their domestic life upon his father's farm,

where they have since lived. Mr. Boland having

continuously cultivated the fields, with the result

that he has prospered in his undertakings. He

annually gathers rich harvests and in addition to

general farming, he makes a specialty of raising

coacli and Percheron horses and also shorthorn
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cattle. His live-stock interests are to him a good

source of revenue and he is known as one of the

leading stockmen of the country.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Bolaud has been

blessed with three sons and a daughter : John L..

born April 24. 1895 ; Anna, born February 7,

1897; Edward, born August 30, 1902; and Syl-

vester B., born June 14, 1904. The parents are

communicants of the St. Mary's Catholic cluirch

of De Kalb, and Mr. Boland belongs to the Mod-

em Woodmen camp at Elva and the Knights of

Columbus lodge at De Kalb. Since age conferred

upon him the right of franchise, he has supported

the democracy and his fellow townsmen have called

him to some local offices. For two years he has

served as ta.x collector of Afton township, and was

school director for four years. He is a public-

spirited citizen, interested in all that pertains to

the general welfare, and his aid and co-operation

can be counted upon to further any movement for

the public good.

DAXIEL DELOS HUXT.

An enumeration of those men of the present gen-

ei-ation who have won honor and public recognition

for themselves and at the same time liavo lionored

the state to which they lielong would be incomplete

and unsatisfactory were there failure to make

prominent reference to the one whose name ini-

tiates this paragraph. In public life he has borne

himself with such signal dignity and honor as to

gain the respect of all. He has been and is dis-

tinctively a man of affairs and one who has wielded

a wide influence. A strong mentality an invincible

courage, a most determined individuality have so

entered into his makeup as to render him a natural

leader of men and a director of opinion, and while

he has now retired from public life he is still a

force in the community and niimbers among his

friends many of the distinguished men of the

state, with whom he has been associated in fonnu-

lating legislation.

Hon. Daniel Delos Hunt was born in Wyoming
countj', Xew York, September 19, 183.5. His

father, Isaac Hunt, also a native of the Empire

state, was a farmer by occupation. He married

Miss Martha Ludington. also of that state, and in

February, 1857, he brought his family to Illinois,

settling in De Kalb county, but he was not long

permitted to enjoy his new home, his death occur-

ring in January, 1858. His widow survived until

April 12, 1865. They were the parents of thir-

teen cliildren. of whom Daniel was the seventh in

order of birth. Three of the sons served in the

war of the Eebellion as soldiers of the Union Anny
and all veteranized, but none are now living.

Daniel D. Hunt was in his twenty-second year

when he accompanied his parents to De Kalb

county. He had been educated in the common

schools of his native state and in the village

school at Java Lake, Xew York. After the re-

moval westward he engaged in farming and after

the death of the father became the support of his

widowed mother. It was this which prevented his

entering the army, although he greatly desired to

do it, but three of his brothers were at the front

and he had to remain home to support the family.

In the year 1863-4 he conducted a hotel in the

city of De Kalb, after which he resumed farming
and has since figured prominently in agricultural

circles in this part of the state. He. owns two

hundred and forty acres of land about a mile from

the city of De Kail), and the many improvements
made upon the place and the excellent condition

of the fields make this one of the most valuable

and attractive farming jjroperties of the county.

He raises and feeds stock on an extensive scale

and although liis son has charge of the actual work

on the farm, Mr. Hunt is yet the manager, and iu

his business interests displays the ^igor, enterprise

and activity of a much younger man. He is presi-

dent of the Illinois State Milk Producers" Insti-

tute and is vice president and a director of Eaton

& Company, publishers of college and school text-

books in Chicago.

His success, based as it is upon his individual

labor and ability, would alone entitle him to repre-

sentation in this volume, but aside from his busi-

ness interests which have brought him upward
from a humble financial position to one of wealth,

he has rendered public service of the utmost value

to the commonwealth. He was called to public

office in early manhood, serving for three years as

supervisor. He was also trustee of the township

schools for eighteen years and was a stalwart cham-

pion of the cause of education. Still higher polit-

ical honors awaited him, however, for lie was made
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the nominee of the repuliliean party for the state

legislature and served in the lower house for four

years. He was elected to represent his district in

the senate, where he remained for twelve years, so

that his legislative career covered sixteen years and

was niarkd hy the utmost fidelity to duty. He in-

troduced a bill for the estal)lishment of a northern

Illinois State Normal School, wliich passed Ijoth

the house and senate and was signed by the gov-

ernor and the school was finally located in his

home city of De Kalb, which has become one of the

leading educational centers of the state. Mr. Hunt

also aided in securing the passage of many impor-
tant measures and left the impress of his individu-

ality upon many of the laws enacted. To enu-

merate these would be to infringe on the province

of history, but it is a well known fact that he was

a prominent working member of both houses and

was active in committee rooms, where the work of

constructive legislation is done, and in the lobbies,

wlu'i'c tlie influence is put forth that lias turncil

the tide in favor of many measures or has cau.scd

their defeat, as the case might be. On the political ,

stage such was his personal poindarity and such

his personal magnetism that his appearance to ad-

dress the people was the signal of enthusiastic greet- ;

ing. His is a sturdy American character and a

stalwart patriotism, and he has the strongest at-

tachment for our free institutions and is ever will-

ing to make any peronal sacrifice for their pres-

ervation.

Mr. Hunt was married in tlie state of New York.

October 28, 1856, to Miss Eveline L. Preston, a

native of the Empire state and a daughter of Eli

and Belinda Preston, both now deceased. In

their family were six children, of whom Mrs. Hunt

is the eldest. By her marriage she has l)ocome the

mother of one son, Earl Henry Hunt, born July

24, 1857, and now carrying on the business inter-

ests of the home farm.

Mr. Hunt is a Mason, belonging to De Kalb

lodge, No. 141, A. F. & A. M. : De Kalb chapter.

No. 52, E. A. M. : Sycamore commandery. No. 15.

K. T. ; and Medinah Temple of the Mystic Slirine

at Chicago. He attends the ilcthodist church and

contril)utes to its support and to all tlie various

movements and measures which have for their

basic purpose the welfare and uplmilding of the

community along moral, material, political and in-

tellectual lines. In tlie relations of pulilic life he

has always been regarded as a man of stern integ-

rity and honesty of purpose, despising all unworthy
or questionable means to secure success in any

iindertaking or for any purpose, or to promote his

own advancement in any direction, whether polit-

ical or otherwise. He has been a statesman dili-

gent in the service of his country and seeking only

tlie puljlic good. Wherever known he is respected,

but in his home county, where he has lived for

half a century he has the warm friendship and

good will of nearly every individual with whom he

has been associated in anv wav.

CHARLES A. BEOWN.

Charles A. Brown, who sustains an unassailable

reputation for business integrity and has made

an excellent record by his recognition and utiliza-

tion of opportunity for the successful control of fi-

nancial interests at Genoa, is the junior member

of the firm of Brown & Brown, the senior partner

being his brother, Dillon S. Brown. His life rec-

ord began on the 12th of January, 1858, and the

place of his nativity is the old homestead farm of

the Brown family in Genoa township, upon which

his father, Jeremiah L. Brown, had located in

18.37, when this portion of the country was largely

an undeveloped prairie. At the usual age he en-

tered the common schools, mastering the usual

branches of learning that constituted the cur-

riculum, and later he became a high-school student

in Genoa, where he spent four years and was gradu-

ateil with the class of 1881. His business training

was received in Chicago as a student in Bryant

& Stratton Commercial College, in which he spent

one term.

Following his return home Mr. Brown was ac-

tively associated with farming interests for a few-

months but thinking to find other pursuits more

congenial and profitable he planned for the estab-

lishment of the bank which has since been con-

ducted under the firm style of Brown & Brown

at Genoa. He has given almost undivided atten-

tion to the banking business and has made this a

thoroughly reliable and trustworthy institution.

A general banking, discoimt and exchange busi-

ness is carried on and through periods of financial
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stress as well as properity the institution has borne

an unassailable reputation.

In June, 1889, was celebrated the marriage of

Charles A. Brown and Jliss Ada M. Olmstead,

a native of Genoa township and a daughter of

A. H. and Rebecca J. (Eiklor) Olmstead. Their

children are Loyal, Gladys and Lorine. The fam-

ily are prominent socially and the warm-hearted,

generous and gracious hospitality of the Brown
home is greatly enjoyed by their many friends.

Like the other members of the family. Charles

A. Brown has always given his political allegiance

to the republican party and in the offices of town-

ship treasurer and village trustee has proved hi*

loyalty and devotion to the best interests of the

community, but he has rather eschewed than

sought public office, preferring to concentrate his

energies upon his business interests, yet he is never

remiss in the duties of citizenship and his co-opera-

tion for the public good is never sought in vain.

He belongs to Genoa lodge, A. F. & A. M., of

which he has served as master and has also been

representative to the grand lodge of the state.

WTiile he has won most gratifying success his path
has never been strewn with the wreck of other

men's fortunes. In fact his business career is

such as woidd always bear the closest investigation

and scrutiny and the secret of his success lies in

his close application, his thorough study of bank-

ing methods, his laudable ambition and resolute

purpose. As the years have passed since 1837,

when his father arrived in the county, the name of

Brown has ever been a sjTionym in Genoa town-

ship for business integrity and enterprise.

CHARLES WINNE, M. D.

Dr. Charles Winne, who for many years was ac-

tively engaged in the practice of his profession but

is now living retired from business cares, finds

in public service an outlet for his enterprise and

industry, which have always been recognized as his

dominant qualities. He has continually served as

supervisor since 1894 and in the discharge of his

official duties has materially promoted the interests

and welfare of the community.
Dr. Winne was born in Leesville, New York.

February 32. 1S.'?2. and is a son of John C. and

Nancy (Abel) Winne. He acquired his more

specifically literary education in Westfield Acad-

emy of New Y'ork and early turned his attention

to the field of medical research and practice. On

leaving the academy, however, he went to New

Jersey, where for three years he engaged in teach-

ing school and in 1854 he went south, being em-

ployed for one year as a teacher in Mississippi.

Tiiis enabled him to carry out his cherished jilan

of becoming a member of the medical fraternity

and to this end he matriculated in the University

of Michigan, where he was graduated from the

medical department in the class of 1856. He
afterward settled in Williamstown, Michigan,
where he entered upon the active work of the pro-

fession, and a year later he removed to Newark,
Illinois. There he again took up teaching but in

1858 once more entered the field of medical and

surgical practice, removing to Somonauk, De Kalb

county, where he remained until 1861.

The country having become involved in Civil

war, Dr. Winne, aroused by a spirit of patriotism,

offered his services to the government and joined

the Union army as assistant surgeon of the Fifty-

fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, in which ca-

pacity he remained until 1862, when he was ap-

pointed surgeon of the Seventy-seventh Illinois In-

fantry. He remained at the front with his regi-

ment until the close of the war and his experi-

ence was wide and valuable, while his efforts at; the

same time were of the utmo.st benefit to the mem-
bers of his regiment and to other ill and wounded

soldiers who came under his care. He acted as

surgeon at the permanent hospital at Baton Rouge,

Ijouisiana, for six months. He was also senior

surgeon of the brigade during much of the time

and yet remained continuou.sly with his regiment.

Varied and difficult were the professional duties

which devolved upon him, for he continued with

the Seventy-seventh Illinois at the front, being

continuously in the field or on the march save for

the brief period of six months spent at Baton

Rouge. At the battle of Pleasant Hill, Louisiana,

and again at Mansfield he volunteered to go with-

in the rebel lines and attend the wounded, for sur-

geons were much needed for such work. The offer

was accepted and for ten weeks he had charge
of the wounded within the rebel lines at Pleasant

Hill, on the expiration of which period those who

needed medical and surgical aid were put aboard



PAST AXD PTiESKXT OF DE KALB COTTXTY. 18'

transports and sent clown the river to tlie Union

lines at Baton Koiige. He was often in positions

of great danger as well as hardships, but the spirit

of the soldier was his and he never faltered in the

performance of any duty that would enable him to

alleviate the distress and suffering caused by the

ravages of war. His heroism was just as marked

and his service just as rigorous as that of any man
who carried a gun and faced the enemy in battle

line. When the war was over he returned to De

Kalb county and located at Sandwich, where he

continued in active practice until 1888. He also

established and conducted a drug business, having
a well appointed store and securing a liberal pub-

lic patronage. In 1888 he retired from active

practice but conducted his drug store until 1903,

when he sold out to his son-in-law, I. C. Converse.

Dr. Winne was married in 1858 to Miss Pachcl

E. P. Misner, of Newark, Illinois, a daughter of

Johnson Misner, a farmer. They have become the

parents of three daughterswho are yet living; Nina

D., the wife of Ira C. Converse, her father's suc-

cessor in the drug business in Sandwich
;
Helen

K., the wife of Theodore Stinson, superintendent

of the water works at Aurora, Illinois
;
and Corinne

Grace, the wife of Edward C. Hennis, general man-

ager of the Northern Illinois Phone Company at

Sandwich. Dr. and Mrs. AVinne also lost two

children, Ella Kate, who died at the age of five

years; and Helen Maud, at the age of two years.

In 1861 Dr. Winne was supervisor of Somonauk

township, resigning his position when he joined

the army. In 1894 he was again elected as super-

visor and has been re-elected at each biennial

election since that time without opposition
—a

fact which stands as incontrovertible evidence of

his ability, fidelity and the trust reposed in him by

the public. He has labored earnestly and ef-

fectively to further the interests of his town and

county and his co-operation is given to every move-

ment for the public good. He has, moreover, been

prominent in Grand Army circles and is now sur-

geon of Sandwich post, No. 510, having acted in

that capacity almost continuously since the or-

ganization of the post. In 1894, at a re-imion of

the Grand Army held at Sycamore, Dr. Winne

was chosen to make a motion for the appropriation

of five thousand dollars for the erection of a sol-

diers' monument there and was made a member

of the building committee for the monument. He

also served as a member of the building commit-

tee at the time of the erection of the new court-

house and for one year was its chairman, lie if

an exemplary member of the Masonic fraternity

and investigation into his life record shows that

fidelity to any cause which he espouses has been one

of his strongest traits. He has a wide acquaint-

ance and is honored wherever known. His labors

have been directly beneficial to Sandwich along

many lines, including its business and political de-

velopment, and when questioned as to the foremost

citizens of Sandwich any one will place Dr. Winne

upon the list.

JAMES COYNE.

James Coyne, conducting a teaming business at

De Kalb, was born at Malta, this county, October

24, 1864, a son of John and Annie (Kennedy)

Coyne, both of whom were natives of Ireland, the

former born in 1838 and the latter in 1840. The

father is a farmer by occupation and came to

America forty-four years ago. His wife, then

Miss Kennedy, arrived in this country about forty

years ago and they were married in Pennsylvania.

They became the parents of eleven childern, of

whom James was the second in order of birth.

Four of the number are now deceased, while the

others are residents of De Kalb county and the

parents are still living in Malta.

James Coyne, whose name introduces this rec-

ord, was educated in the common schools of the

county. He then began farming upon the old

homstead property, where he remained until twen-

ty-one years of age, when he secured employment
in one of the wire factories of De Kalb. There he

remained for four and a half years, when he took

up general teaming, which he has since followed.

He has worked diligently and persistently, has se-

cured a good business and is now well established,

having a liberal public support. That he has pros-

pered is indicated by the fact that he owns two

houses and lots in the city and he also has five

teams for the general purposes of his business.

On the 23d of November, 1887, in De Kalb,

Mr. Coyne was married to Miss Cora B. Estabrook,

who was born in this city, June 5, 1868. Her

father was Benjamin Scurr Estabrook, a native of
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Canada, who wedded Orissa Hall, a native of Wis-

consin. They became the parents of two children,

of whom Mrs. Coyne is the younger. Mr. and

Mrs. Coyne occupy a beautiful home of their own

at No. 630 Grove street, De Kalb, and its hos-

pitality is one of its attractive features.

In politics Mr. Coyne is an independent demo-

crat and has served as alderman from the fourth

ward for one term. While he keeps well informed

on the questions and issues of the day, as every

true American citizen should do, he does not feel

liimself bound by party tie?. He belongs to the

Knights of Pythias lodge, Xo. 215, at Dc Kalb.

and is orthodox in his religious belief, but is not

identified with any denomination. His life has

been characterized by close application to his busi-

ness, for he early realized the fact that "there is

no royal road to wealth"" and that 'through strug-

gles to successes" is the iisual way in which one

must make advancement.

JOHN ('. IIAMILE. 1). D. S.

John C. Hamill, successfully engaged in the

practice of dentistry at Sandwich, was born in

Monmouth. Illinois, January 17, 18G7, and is a

son of Samuel S. and Ann Maria (Brownlee)

Hamill, the former a professor of elocution, now

residing in Chicago.

John C. Hamill was educated in the public

schools and at the age of twenty-seven years be-

gan preparing for the profession which he now

follows as a student in the dental department of

the Northwestern University at Chicago, from

which he was graduated with Ihe class of 1896. He
then located for practice in that city and four

years later came to Sandwich, where he has since

remained in tlie enjoyment of a patronage which

has constantly grown in volume and importance.

He is a member of the Fox Eiver Valley Dental

Society, of the Xorthcrn Illinois Dental Society,

of the Chicago Odontograpliic Dental Society, the

Illinois State Dental Society and the Northwestern

Dental School Alumni Association. These vari-

ous connections keep him in touch with the pro-

fession and the advancement which is being made

by members of the dental fraternity, and that he

is recognized as a man of skill and ability in his

chosen field of labor is indicated by the liberal

public support accorded him.

Dr. Hamill was married to Miss Anna Laura

Atchison, of Monmouth, Illinois, a daughter of

Nathaniel and Elizabeth Atchison. Her father, a

real-estate dealer of Chicago, died at the age of

sixty-seven years. Dr. and Mrs. Hamill have two

children: John S., born June 17, 1902; and Alice

E., born August 19, 1903. The parents are mem-
bers of the Congregational church and during their

residence in Sandwich they have gained many
warm friends, the hospitality of the best homes of

the citv being freely accorded them.

JOSEPH LANAN.

The agricultural interests of De Kalb county are

well represented by Joseph Lanan, wdio owns a

well improved farm of eighty acres on section 4,

Mayfield township, and also operates one hundred

and twenty acres additional. He was born in this

towTtiship, February 3. 1860, a son of Henry and

^lary (Gregory) Lanan, who were natives of Bel-

gium and emigrated to America in 1833, making
their way to Illinois in 1837. Here they settled

on a farm in ^Mayfield township, De Kalb county,
which township has continued to be the home of

the father to the present time. He is now eighty-
six years of age. The mother died in May, 1905,

at the age of eighty-two years.

Joseph Lanan is the fourth in order of birth

in a family of five children. He acquired his

early education in the district schools of his native

township. He was reared to the occupation of

farming, early becoming familiar with the duties

that fall to the agriculturist while assisting his

father in the operation of the home place. He
remained imder the parental roof until he had at-

tained his majority, when, on the 5th of July,

1881, he was united in marriage to Miss Harriet

Tower, a daughter of David Tower, an early pio-

neer settler of Mayfield township, whose death oc-

curred November 9, 1906. The mother, Mrs.

Mary A. Tower, still survives and now makes her

home in Kingston, Illinois.

The marriage of Mr. and ilrs. Lanan was

blessed with one son, Dell, who was born January

19, 1885. He was married on the 22d of Febru-
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ary, 1905, to Miss Olive Towuseml, of Mayfield

townsliip, and they now make their home witli Mr.

and Mrs. Lanan, the former assisting his father

in the operation of the home farm.

Mr. Lanan has always supported the men and

measures of the republican party but has never

been active as an office seeker, preferring to con-

centrate his time and energies upon hit, private

business affairs, in which he has made steady

progress. He has always been an industrious and

hardworking man. and has been satisfactorily

successful.

ISAAC A. POTTEP.

Isaac A. Potter, a worthy representative of farm-

ing interests in De Kalb county, living on section

17, has now passed the seventy-fifth milestone on

life's journey. His has been an active, useful

and honorable life, largely devoted to general agri-

cultui-al pursuits, in which connection one is re-

minded of a statement made by George Washing-
ton nearly a century and a half ago: "Farming
is the most useful as well as the most honorable

occupation of man." Mr. Potter was born in

Dutchess county, New York, May 7, 1831, his

parents being James and Margaret (Thorne) Pot-

ter, also natives of the Empire state. In 1853

they came west to Illinois, settling in Kane coun-

ty, and a few years afterward removed to Clinton

township, where they spent their remaining days.

In tiieir family were the following: Silas, William,

Theron, Isaac, Seneca, and Fanny.

Isaac A. Potter spent the days of liis boyhood

and youth in the state of his nativity. He was a

young man of twenty-two years when the family

came to Illinois and later returned to New York

and was married in Allegany county, New York, on

the 30th of May, 1855, to Miss Mary A. Eobinson,

who was born February 18, 1834, in that county.

Her parents were Moses and Polly (Lebrett) Rob-

inson, natives of Massachusetts who passed the

later portion of their lives in the Empire state,

where Mr. Robinson died April 2, 1852, and his

wife on the 27th of December, 18(51. In their

family were eleven children : John H., Sally,

Rufus, Joseph, Hidibard F., Philena, Hosea,

Harvey, Mathilda, Cordelia, and JIary. now Mrs.

Potter.

Mr. and Mrs. Potter have become the parents of

one daughter, Florence E., who was born July 3,

1858, and who on the 6th of February, 1884, be-

came the wife of Heni-y K. Bridge, a farmer re-

siding in Clinton township.

Mr. Potter has always followed farming and

after his marriage rented land in Kane county,

Illinois, where he lived for several years. Later

he bought a farm in De Kalb township, in 1869,

and made his home thereon for one year, after

which he sold that property and returned to Kane

county, settling near Aurora. For five years he

cultivated a rented farm there and in 1876 bought

his present farm on section 17, Clinton township.

With characteristic energy he began its further

development and improvement, making his home

thereon for ten years, after which he removed to

the city of De Kalb, where he engaged in the real-

estate and loan business. Another decade was

there passed, after which he returned to the old

liome farm, upon whieli he has since lived. He

and his son-in-law now own three hundred and

thirty acres of valuable land all lying in Clinton

township. Mr. Potter is now practically living

retired, though he still makes his home on the farm,

leaving its supervision to others. His success is

well merited for it has been honorably won

through his own labors. He has lieen diligent and

prosperous in his business life and has realized that

there is no royal road to wealth. ()n the contrary

he has placed his dependence upon the safe and

substantial qualities of unabating energy and in-

dustry that never flags, and thus has become one of

the prosperous agriculturists of his community.

Mr. Potter is a republican in politics, having

supported the party since its organization. He

has been a justice of the peace of De Kalb and

Clinton townships, and his decisions have ever

been strictly fair and impartial. For thirty years

he has acted in that capacity and is still in office,

a fact which proves his unfaltering fidelity to duty,

whereby he has "won golden opinions from all sorts

of people." He was also coroner of De Kalb

county for four years and served for five years as

president of the school board. He was appointed

pul)lic administrator by Governor John R. Tanner

and acted in that capacity for several firms in De

Kalb county. Over his official career there falls
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no shadow of wrong or suspicion of evil. On the

contrary he has been most loyal to the duties that

have devolved up(in him and in the positions of

honor and trust to which he has been callcil. has

proved a most capable officer.

In his fraternal relations Mr. I'otter is a Mason

of high standing and is in thorough sympathy with

the princi|iles and purposes of the order. He is

now a member of lodge No. 47, called the Salm

Shell of the grand lodge of Kentucky, and while

living in New York he was also an Odd l*"ellow.

Both he and liis wife are consistent and faithful

members of tlii' Meihodist Episcopal church at

Waterman ami are known as earnest Christian

people who are always true to their professions.

Having lived in this part of the state for more

than a half century, they have a very wide ac-

quaintance and are very much esteemed by all who

know them. Mr. Potter, having come to Hlinois

in IS'yi. has witnessed the greater part of the

growth and development of this portion of Hlinois

and as a citizen who upholds the legal and political

status and advocates intellectual and moral prog-

ress, he has done much for his community.

WILLIAM F. ELLIOTT.

William F. Elliott, a resident farmer of Afton

township, was born in Hookset, New Hampshire.

November IT, 1840, his parents being Tappan T!.

and Elmira (Carr) Elliott. The father was a

native of Thornton, New Hampshire, born No-

vember 18, 1809, and was a farmer by occui)a-

tion, following that pursuit in the east until 183!l,

when he left New England and came to Illinois.

After residing for a year in Kane county, he

returned to New Hampshire, but came back west

in 185.5 and located on the farm in Afton town-

ship, De Kalb county, which is now the home of

his son William. Between our subject's present

home and corn crib, to the right, stands the orig-

inal house erected by his father in 18.5.5, it being

one of the first dwellings in the township. At

the time it was built there was none other nearer

on the south than four miles, which was owned

by Benjamin Muzzey. The shingles on the Elliott

residence were made in De Kalb and were what

were known in parlv davs as shaved shingles. The

mother of our- subject, who was born March 2.

1.S13, in Chester, New Hampshire, died October

G, 1855, and the father subsequently wedded

Hannah J. (Parker) Kelley, who passed away
Mai'ch o. 18il(). while his death occurred on the

•.'4tli of May, 1896.

The family was represented in the Revolution-

ary war by Ephraini Elliott, the paternal grand-
father of our subject, who enlisted in defense of

the cause of liberty, and his brother who fought
under General Stark and afterward settled in Ox-

ford county, Ohio. Our subject's maternal great-

grandfather, Jacob Carr, also kept step to the

music of the fife and drum of the patriot army
for two years and two months, serving one year
in Canada. He died at the age of eighty-two years-

and now lies buried in Oil Mill cemetery, Weare,
New Hampshire.

In his boyhood days William F. Elliott ob-

tained a common-school education and worked on

the farm with his father until the latter's death.

He still resides on the old homestead and has

always followed agricultural pursuits. He now

owns and operates eighty acres of land in Afton

township and also has two hundred acres in Boone

county, Arkansas. He is interested in the breed-

ing of mule-footed hogs and his live-stock inter-

ests constitute an important element in his suc-

cess. He possesses considerable inventive genius

and has recently secured a patent on a bot-fly

shield which will, beyond doubt, net him a hand-

some figure, it being the only invention of its

kind on the market.

The only interruption to his farm work came

in his service in defense of the Union at the time

of the Civil war. On the 11th of May, 1864, he

joined the boys in blue from De Kalb county,

becoming a member of Company K. One Hun-

dred and Thirty-second Illinois Volunteer Infan-

try, under the command of Captain C. A. Laws
and Colonel Pickett. This was the first of the one

Iiundred day regunents from Illinois to be mus-

tered in. They were first sent to Camp Fry, Chi-

cago, and from there to Columbus, Kentucky,
where they remained for about a week, and were

then ordered to Paducah, Kentucky, remaining
there until their term of enlistment expired. Ee-

turning to Chicago, they later went to St. Louis.

Missouri, for a short time, and were then ordered

back to Cliicas;o, where ilr. Elliott was hnnornhlv
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discharged on the ITth of October, 1864, having

served Iiis country faithfnlly and well.

He is an advocate of the republican party and

its platform and served for two years as school

director and for two terms as pathmaster. He

supports the Congregational church and is a mem-

ber of Merritt Simonds post, No. 383, G. A. R.,

of De Ivalb. He has taken great interest in the

work of the post and has attended the national

encampments at St. Louis, Washington twice,

Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Detroit, Boston, Buffalo.

Philadelphia, Chicago, San Francisco, St. Paul

and Minneapolis. He enjoys the warm regard of

his comrades of the local camp and is classed

with the worthy representative residents of the

county. Here he has long resided, having for a

half century lived in this part of the state so that

he is familiar with the facts wliicli find record on

the pages of its history.

AUSTIN V. PIERCE.

Among the most beautiful and highly improved

properties in Kingston township is the Oak Glen

farm, owned by A. V. Pierce and comprising two

lumdred acres of valuable land on sections 12 and

13 and about two miles northwest of the city of

Genoa. Mr. Pierce is a native son of Illinois, hav-

ing been bom in Du Page county, January 12,

1849. His father, James T. Pierce, was a native of

Broome county, New York, and the grandfather,

Martin Pierce, was also born in the Empire state,

whence he came to Illinois in 1835 and home-

steaded a claim in Du Page county when that sec-

tion of the country was almost an unbroken wil-

derness. He brought his family and established

his home on the frontier and there James T. Pierce

was reared to farm life, a pursuit which he con-

tinued to follow after attaining his majoiity. He
was married in Du Page county to Miss Sarah L.

Blank, a native of Pennsylvania and a daughter

of Jonas Blank, who was likewise a pioneer of Du

Page county. After his marriage James Pierce

established a home of his own, purchasing one hun-

dred and sixty acres of land and from that time

until his death he carried on general agricultural

pursuits. Unto him and his wife were born eight

children, all of whom reached years of maturity.

The father remained a resident of Du Page county

and as the years passed increased his estate to four

hundred and twenty acres. He died there in 189G

at the age of seventy-four years and is still sur-

vived by his widow, who is now living with a son

in Elgin, Illinois, in her eighty-third year.

Austin V. Pierce was the eldest and was reared

upon the home farm, acquiring his preliminary

education in the common schools and afterward

spending four terms as a student in the business

department of Wheaton College. His education

completed, he remained with his father to the time

of his marriage, which was celebrated March 21,

1879, Miss Delia Coon becoming his wife. Mrs.

Pierce is a native of Steuben countv. New York,

and a daughter of William Coon, who was one of

the early residents of Steuben county and a sol-

dier of the Civil war. Mr. and Mrs. Pierce were

married at her old hoHie in the Empire state, after

which he brought his bride to Du Page county,

Illinois, where he engaged in farming for six

years. He then removed to De Ivalb county and

in 1884 purchased his present farm of two hun-

dred acres on sections 12 and 13, Kingston town-

ship. The following spring he brought his family

to his new home and at once began to further de-

velop and improve the property, which he has

transformed into one of the fine farms of Kingston

township. In 1893 he built a fine barn with rock

basement, thitty-six by eighty feet, and twenty-

four foot posts, and in 1895 he erected one of the

best and most modem equipped homes of the

township
—a two-story structure which was built

at a cost of three thousand dollars. He has also

put up numerous other buildings for the shelter

of grain and stock, including corn cribs and a

milk house. He pays much attention to dairying

and keeps from twenty-five to thirty-five milk

cows, all graded Dui-hams. He also has a reg-

istered bull. He likewise raises Norman Percheron

horses and has an interest in an imported stallion.

He also raises Poland China hogs and feeds all of

his grain. He is a stockholder in the De Kalb

Telephone Company and is widely recognized as

an enterprising business man of keen discern-

ment, who has carefully managed his business af-

fairs so as to win a gratifying measure of honor-

able success.

Mr. and Mrs. Pierce are the parents of two

sons and two daughters and they also lost one son
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in infancy, while their fourth child. Charles Y.,

was killed in 1904 at the age of eighteen years by
the collapse of a barn in a windstorm. Clayton
Arthur married Stella Pratt, by whom he has one

child, Elsie, and lives in Elgin, where he is en-

gaged in railroad work. J. Garfield, who was

born on the day that President Garfield was in-

augurated, lives at home and aids in carrying on

the farm work. Etha is at home : and Mabel is at-

tending school, a member of the graduating class

of the Genoa high school of 1908.

Mr. Pierce is a republican in politics, who has

served for twenty years as school trustee and as

highway commissioner for si.\ years. He has,

however, never been a politician in the sense of

oflRce seeking and it was only from a sense of duty

that he acted in those capacities. He belongs to

Genoa lodge, No. 288, A. F. & A. M., and he and

his daughter Etha are menil)ers of the Order of

the Eastern Star, in which she has held office. Mr.

Pierce is a valued member of the Odd Fellows

lodge at Genoa, in which he has passed through all

the chairs and is likewise connected with the Ee-

bekah degree. He has twice been sent as a dele-

gate to the grand lodge and is now one of the offi-

cers of the local organization. He has been vener-

able consul of the Modern Woodmen camp at

Genoa and he has held all the offices in the Knights
of the Globe. Both he and his wife are members

of the ilethodist Episcopal church of Genoa and

he has served on the official board. He is a man
of genuine personal worth, his salient character-

istics being such as uniformly command respect

and regard, while in business life he has made an

unassailable reputation as one who is always up-

right as well as energetic and progressive.

E. ^l. DELAXA.

E. M. Delana is a member of the firm of Wood

& Delana, in which connection he has charge of the

company's croamerj- interests, being at the head

of the main office, which is in Cortland. The firm

owns and operates three creameries in De Kalb

county, the business for all, however, being trans-

acted in the Cortland office. Through the trans-

actions of this firm much money is annually dis-

tributed among the farmers of the surrounding

country and thu iiiiciprise is therefore a source of

benefit to the district as well as of profit to the

individual owners. The senior partner is living in

Elgin.

Mr. Delana, however, has been a resident of

Cortland since the 14th of August, 1881. He was
born in St. Charles, Kane county, Hlinois, July

28, 1850, and after acquiring his education in

the public schools lie entered a cheese factory at

Wayne, Du Page county, when sixteen years of

age. There he learned the business under the di-

rection of Jackson Wood, the father of his present

partner, D. E. Wood, with whom he has been as-

sociated since the 1st of April, 1879. For about

eight years Mr. Delana worked as a journejTnan
butter and cheese maker and on the expiration of

that period embarked in business on his own ac-

count. The partnership has been maintained with

mutual pleasure and profit, the interests of the

firm being so conducted that success has followed,

^[r. Delana had worked with and for Mr. Wood
for five years and they had become well acquainted,

thoroughly under-standLng each other. There has

Pfver been any friction between them but on the

contrarv" a most pleasant business and per.sonal
'
elation, and the firm is now successfully operating
in their line, having three large and well estab-

lished creameries in which a good business is con-

ducted.

Mr. Delana was married on tlie 28th of June,

1887, to Miss Ella Keenan, who was born Apri!
13. 18G3, in Pierce township. De Kalb county, and

belonged to one of the old pioneer families of this

part of the state. Prior to her marriage she was
a successful tx>acher in the public schools and is

a lady of culture and refinement, enjoying in large

measure the friendly regard of those with whom
she has come in contact. Tnto Mr. and Mrs.

Delana have been born the following named :Ed-

ward K., whose birth occurred April 23. 1891:

rrd George W.. born .\pril 9. 1893.

Although Mr. Delana had but limited educa-

tional advantages in youth he has gained a good

practical business knowledge through experience,

observation and contact with the world and real-

izing the value of education, he plans to give his

sons good opportunities in that direction. He
remembers in the early days the conditions which

existed as evidences of pioneer life and relates

many interesting reminiscences of those times with
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their varied experiences, jirivaliiuis, liardsliips and

pleasui'es. He tells of having to hold lighted shav-

ings for his hrothers to see to eat their evening

meal, for the tallow was out and they had no pine

knots. At times they would awaken in the morn-

ing and shake the snow off the bed covers, where

it had drifted througn the chinks. All such con-

ditions have long since been obliterated, however,

and today Mr. Delana is conducting an extensive

and profitable business, paying out on an average

of fifty thousand dollars per year to the farmers

of whom he purchases supplies. In his home place

he has two and a half acres of land and a beautiful

suburban residence which stands in the midst of

fine old shade trees. The house has been thor-

oughly improved according to modern ideas, has

been supplied with modern plumlhng and all con-

veniences, and he keeps a driving horse for his

own pleasure. The family are members of the

Catholic church in De Kalb and are well known

socially in Cortland.

Mr. Delana votes with the democracy and for

sixteen years has served as clerk of the Cortland

school board. He is also one of the village trustees

and is much interested in the community and its

welfare. He does not aspire to office, however, but

prefers to give his attention to his business inter-

ests and the enjoyment of the home. He is a self-

made man, whose prosperity is attributable entirely

to his close application and unfaltering persever-

ance, and in addition to his creamery interests

lie owns farm property in the county.

CAEL L. CHENEY, M. D.

Dr. Carl L. Cheney, who in the practice of medi-

cine at De Kalb has won that measure of success

which is indicative of ability and tlie faithful

performance of duty, was born in Mount Morris.

Illinois, on the 15th of November, 1874, his par-

ents being George S. and Ida B. (Mahoney)

Cheney. His father was liorn in Vermont in 184T.

his parents being Stephen Harding and Chloe Ann

('\Vel)b) Clieney, natives of Vermont and New

Hampshire, respectively. The American family of

Cheneys is descended from two lirothers. Sir John

and Sir William Cheney, who came to this country

from England, Dr. Clicnev being a descendant of

the branch of the family established by Sir John

Cheney. Through his paternal grandmother he is

a direct descendant of Hannah Dustin, of Eevolu-

tionary fame, and also Cajatain Webb, who served

in the French and Indian war.

In 1859, when George S. Cheney was but two

years of age, his parents came to the middle west,

making the long and tedious journey over the

mountains after the old time method of travel in

a "prairie schooner" drawn bj' a mule team. They
reached Ogle county, Illinois, casting in their lor

with its first settlers. It was then largely a wild

and unimproved district, but the grandparents de-

termined to make their home there, which they did

up to the time of their death. The grandfather

was a stone-mason by trade and assisted in build-

ing the colleges at Mount Morris, also having the

contract to (juarry all the stone. He lived to the

advanced age of eighty-two years, while his wife

passed away sometime before in her seventieth

year.

George S. Cheney was reared at home and after

he had completed the education of the schoolroom

he began learning the more difficult lessons in the

school of experience. He was apprenticed to the

trades of tinsmith and plumber and applied hun-

self to the mastery of the business, in which he

continued in Mount Morris until about 1890.

Since that time he has been living in Freeport, Illi-

nois. He is a stanch Methodist, which was the

religious faith of his ancestors, and his life has

been a most honorable and upright one. His wife

was born at Lena, Illinois, about 1856 and died in

1881. Her father was a native of County Cork,

Ireland, while the mother was of German birth.

Dr. Cheney of this review spent the days of his

boyhood and youth in his father's home at Mount

Morris, Illinois, and after mastering the elemen-

tary branches of learning taught in the public

schools he Ijccame a student in Mount Morris Col-

lege and in the winter of 1897 took up the study

of medicine under the preceptorship of Dr. B. E.

Fahrney, of Oregon. In the fall of 1898 he en-

tered the Chicago Homeopathic Medical College,

now the Hahnemann College, and was graduated

therefrom on tlie 22d of April, 1902. In his junior

year he was demonstrator in dissecting to the

freshman class, and in his senior year he was vice-

president of his class and quiz master in aurificial

sursrerv. Followins; his graduation he located in
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De Kalb, where he has since remained and his

remunerative practice tells of his success as a mem-
ber of the medical fraternity. He has demon-

strated his ability to successfully solve many of the

intricate problems which confront the physician,

and in his practice he has been generally successful

in obtaining the result desired—the restoration of

health.

On the 25th of April, 1905, Dr Cheney was

married to Miss Margaret Daven, of De Kalb, and

they are prominent in social circles of the city.

The Doctor belongs to De Kalb lodge. No. 155,

I. 0. O. F. : De Kal!) lodge. No. 10, W. O. W. :

De Kalb Aerie. No. i;ilG, F. 0. E: and of the last

named is senior past worthy president.

MES. C. F. GOODELL.

Mrs. C. F. Goodell, who is living in De Kalb.

was born in the state of New York, Septembei

11, 1829. Her parents were Nathan B. and

Martha (Smith) Goodell, who were also natives

of that state and both were born in the year 1806.

They were married in New York in 1827 and

resided there until 1847, when they came to the

middle west, easting in their lot with the early

settlers of De Kalb county. At that time there

was only one log house where the city of De Kalb

now stands. This was the stamping ground for

Shabbona's tribe of Indians. Every evidence of

pioneer life was to be found. Over the broac

prairies grew the wild grass to a great height. The

streams were unbridged and only at interval?

could be seen a log cabin or other habitation H
indicate that the white man was planting the

seed of civilization in the western wilderness.

Mrs. Goodell's father aided in the arduous task

of reclaiming this district for the use of the white

race. He was father of a family of six children,

of whom Mrs. Goodell was the oldest.

vShe was reared under the paternal roof and

was a young lady in her nineteenth year when th.e

family removed to Illinois, so she shared in the

hardships and trials incident to a life on the

frontier. On the 14th of February, 1849, she

gave her hand in marriage to J. M. Goodell, they

being the first white couple married in the county.

Her husband was born in the state of New York.

i^ugust 3, 1823, and when a young man came to

Illinois. Three children were born unto them, of

whom the eldest died in infancj', while the second

James M., died at the age of six years and eight

mouths, and the daughter, Clara, passed away at

the age of si.x years. All have been buried i.i

Evergreen cemetery and Mrs. Goodell's sister was

the first child buried in De Kalb county.
Mr. Goodell was a merchant and followed that

business until his death, which occurred in 1877.

He was known as a reliable, enterprising business

man, honorable in all of his dealings, and a good

patronage was accorded him by reason of his busi-

ness integrity, diligence and close application. He

belonged to the Baptist church and Mrs. Goodell

was also a mcndjer of that clnuvh at that time,

but has since become identified with the Spiritual-

ists and is a medium. She now owns a fine resi-

dence on South First street and also owns a fine

residence in Clinton, Illinois. Since her hus-

band's death she has always transacted and man-

aged her own business interests and has displayed

good business capacity and foresight. She is now
far advanced on life's journey, having passed the

seventy-eighth milestone, but is still a well pre-

served woman and deserves mention in this vol-

ume, being one of the oldest settlers of the county.
Her memory forms a connecting link betweer

the primitive past and progressive present for she

can remember when the county was still a fron-

tier district in which the work of civilization and

progress had scarcely been begun. She lived here

prior to the era of the railroad and few farms

had been opened in the county at the time of the

arrival of the family. She has lived to see many
changes and can relate many interesting incidents

of the pioneer life.

BENJAMIN JOHNSON.

The record today of the American citizen held

in the greatest esteem is the record of a self-made

man—he who works his way upward by force of

character and gains success through untiring ef-

fort, at the same time following such methods as

win for him an honorable name. Such has been

the history of Benjamin Johnson, who is now en-

gaged in farming and stock-raising in De Kalb
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township. He was born in Sweden, December 16,

1872, and came alone to the United States in 1888,

when sixteen years of age. His parents, John and

Anna Johnson, were Viorn in Sweden and are still

living in that country.

On coming to the United States, Benjamin
Johnson began working at farm labor and was

thus employed by the month for ten years. On

the expiration of that period he began farming

on his own account and has been thus engaged for

the past eight years. He now cultivates two hun-

dred acres of rich and productive land on section

9, De Kalb township, from which he annually

gathers rich harvests. He is also well known as

a stockman and is buying and selling live stock all

the time. He has made an excellent start in

business for a young man and deserves much cred-

it for what he has accomplished, as he came to the

United States empty-handed, imfamiliar with the

language and customs of the people, yet possessing

energy and strong determination to win success if

it could be accomplished by earnest, determined

and honorable purpose.

Since coming to America, .Mr. Johnson has

made one trip back to his native coimtry, but is

thorouglily satisfied with the new world as a place

of residence and has a strong love for his adopted

state. He has supported the republican party

since the right of franchise was conferred u]ion

him. He belongs to the Swedish Lutheran church

and a review of his business life brings to mind the

statement of an eminent lecturer "That Sweden

is the home of the honest man."

E. R. ZELLAR.

E. R. Zellar is a retired farmer owning unc

hundred and eighty acres of rich and productive

land, from which he derives a ven' satisfactory

.income. He was born September 14, 1836, in

Oneida county. New York. His father, Jacob

Zellar, was a native of Herkimer, New York, and

died when about eighty-five years of age, while his

wife passed away when about seventy-four years

of age. They came to the middle west in 1863,

settling in De Kalb county upon a farm on section

6, De Kalb township, ilr. Zellar energetically

took up the task of cultivating the land and as

the years passed met with a goodly measure of

success in his work. After several years spent upon
the farm he removed to the city of De Kalb, where

both he and his wife spent their remaining days,

Mrs. Zellar surviving her husband for about two

years. In their family were five children, three of

whom reached adult age. William Zellar, a brother

of our subject, was killed at Resaca, Georgia,

while serving his country in the Civil war. and a

sister, Mrs. Zenas Oaks, is now living in De
Kalb.

E. R. Zellar spent the period of his minority in

the east, remaining in Jelferson county, New

York, until 1857, when at the age of twenty-one

years he sought a home in the middle west, locating

first at Piano, Kendall county, Illinois. There he

worked at the carpenter's trade until 1861, when

in response to his country's call he ofi'ered his ser-

vices to the government, joining Company E,

Thirty-sixth Illinois Infantry under Captain

Charles D. Fish and Colonel Nicholas Grensel.

He served for three years and participated in the

battle of Pea Ridge, March 6 and 7, 1863, Perry-

ville, Kentucky, and Stone River, where he was

taken prisoner but was soon paroled. At the

battle of Mission Ridge he was wounded, a bullet

passing through his right side, while his right arm

was shot off. He was then discharged. He made

great sacrifices for his country and the nation owes

to him a debt of gratitude which can never be

repaid.

Following the war Mr. Zellar removed to a farm

on section 6 in De Kalb township, where he re-

mained \intil 1892, carefully and systematically

managing his farming interests, -his excellent

methods bringing to him a measure of success that

now classes him with the men of affluence in his

community. In 1893 he left the farm and re-

moved to Malta, where he has since resided in the

enjovment of a well earned rest. He owns a fine

residence in the village and also one hundred and

eighty acres of fine land in De Kalb township.

Mr. Zellar has been married twice. He first

wedded Mercy Ann Ferguson, who was born in St.

Lawrence coimty. New York, in the year 1838

and gave her hand in marriage to Mr. Zellar on

the 26th of March, 1868. There was one son born

of this union—Marvin Zellar, who is now living

on the old homestead farm in De Kalb township

and who married Miss Delia Butler, bv whom he
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has one son. ilrs. Mercy Zcllar passed away in

De Ivalb county, September 10, 1892. More than

seven years later Mr. Zellar was married to Mrs.

William C. Pierce, on the 15th of February. 1900.

She was born in Jefferson county, Xew York, and

came to De Kalb county after her marriage.

Mr. Zellar was in very limited financial circum-

stances when he cast in his lot with the citizens of

Illinois, but he possessed what is better than capi-

tal—a strong jnirpose and determined energy. He
has worked hard year after year until his labors

brought to him a very desirable competence, now

enabling him to live retired in the enjoyment of

the comforts and some of the lu.xuries of life. He

is, moreover, an honored veteran of the Civil war

and in days of peace has been equally loyal to his

country, manifesting tlie same spirit of fidelity

which he displayed when on southern battle-fields

he followed the old flag. Wherever known he is

held in the highest respect and his long residence

in De Kalb county has brought him into contact

with many people.

EPHltAIM P.. SHIirn^EFF.

Ephraiin B. Shurflcir, a retired liusiness man
of Sycamore, stands as one of the representative

citizens who has ever upheld the legal and political

status of the community and rejoiced in the devel-

opment and progress of the city in which ho has so

long made his home. Investigation into his lif''

record brings to light many qualities which con-

stitute the basis for the esteem and respect so uni-

formly accorded him.

A native of Lowell, Massachusetts, Mr. Shurtleff

was born on the 20th of April, 1835. His father,

David Shurtleff, was born in Pl\nnouth, Massa-

chusetts, and was a descendant of Puritan ancestry,

the family having been established in America in

colonial days. In 18.38 he removed with his family

to Allegan, Michigan, and the following year came

to De Kalb county, Illinois, securing a government
claim in Genoa township when the work of improve-

ment and development had scarcely been begun in

the county. The usual pioneer experience fell to his

lot. The land was uncleared and uncultivated and

he ])erl'onned the arduous task of ]ilacing it under

the ]il(>w and transforming it into productive fields.

The farm machinery at that time was crude and

in the homes were every evidence of pioneer life,

including the tallow candle, the great open fire-

place and other conditions which indicated a re-

moteness from the older settled districts of tne

east. Mr. Shurtleff was among those who aided in

laying broad and deep the foundation for the pres-

ent development and progress of the county. He
was an earnest Christian man, holding church

membership, and was a strong abolitionist, being

firmly opposed to the system of slavery as it existed

in the south. He married Ruth Knapp, a native

of Vermont, who died at the home of her son

Ephraim in Sycamore township at the age of sev-

enty-two years. Her father, Eleazor Knapp, was a

soldier of the Revolutionary war. By her mar-

riage she became the motlier of nine children, seven

of whom reached adult age, but onlj' two are now

living, Albert Shurtleff residing at Genoa. One

brother, G. W. Shurtleff, now deceased, was a

colonel in the Civil war and afterward became a

professor in Oberlin (Ohio) College. A partial

history of the Shurtleff family has been recorded,

dating back as early as the seventeenth century.

and throughout succeeding generations the mem-

bers of the family have displayed many sterling

traits, including loyalty in citizenship and fidelity

to principle. The line is traced back to William

Shurtleff, of whom mention is made in the records

of Plymouth, Massachu-setts, in 1634. He was an

emigrant from England and became prominent in

the history of Massachusetts.

Ephraim B. Shurtleff was reared to farm life

and supplemented his common-school education by

study for a short period in Wheaton (Illinois)

College. When twenty-four years of age he eame

into possession of a part of his father's farm and

gave his attention to its further development and

cultivation. Fo'lowing his marriage he sold that

property and purchased two hundred acres itom

his father-in-law in Sycamore town.ship. For

ten years he made his home tipon this place and.

then removed to the city of Sycamore, wnere he

engaged in the lumber business in connection with

his father-in-law. Dr. James Harrington. After a

few years he sold his interest in that enterprise

and established another lumberyard on the north

side, where he continued in business until two years

ago, when he sold out to the Xorth Side Lumber

Company. However, he is still interested in the
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business as a stockholder. He was for many years

a leading lumber merchant of Sycamore and con-

ducted a business of considerable magnitude, en-

joying a very lil3eral patronage, which brought to

him the competence that now enables him to live

retired. He owns a beautiful home which ho

built and occupies, and also has four other resi-

dence properties in the city.

In 1863 Mr. ShurtlefE was Tuarrinl to Miss

Susan Elizabeth Harrington, a native of New York

and a daughter of Dr. James Harrington, an early

settler of the county. Mrs. Shurt'eff died in 188.3

and two of her children died in infancy. The rec-

ord of those who reached adult age is as follows:

Mrs. Irving Clark, whose husljand is a lumber

dealer of Sycamore ; ilrs. JI. F. Carlson and ilrs.

Clarence J. Parker, both residents of Sycamore;

Mrs. Mary Mason, now- deceased
;
and Arthur K.,

who is city salesman for the Jewel Belting Com-

pany at Chicago.

For numy years Mr. Shurllclf was a su]]porter of

the republican party and wliile on the farm served

his township as supervisor for one term. Since

removing to the city he has Ijeen a member of the

board of education and an aklernuui. A change

in his political views has led him to give his al-

legiance to the jjrohibition party, for he is a stal-

wart advocate of the cause of temperance. For

sixty years he has been a devoted member of the

Methodist Episcopal church and f(ir many years

has been chairman of its board of trustees. He

has led an active, honorable and upright life and

the friendship which is so freely accorded him is

given in recognition of sterling traits of character

such as in every land and clime awaken admira-

tion.

WALTEE LANGLOIS.

Walter Langlois is engaged in the real-estate

business in Sycamore, where his weil directed la-

bors have not only proven a source of benefit to

himself but have also been an element in the

growth and development of the city.

He was horn in Sycamore, May 18, 1865, and is

indebted to the public-school system of Sycamore

for the educational privileges which he enjoyed

in his vouth. He was graduated in the class of

1880. Eight years later he took up the study of

law and was admitted to the bar in May, 1890, and

although he has never practised, his knowledge of

the principles of jurisprudence is of direct aid and

benefit to him in his real-estate business. Since

1890 he has dealt in property, handling both city

and farm real estate.

Mr. Langlois was married November 22, 1888,

to Miss Dorah Combs, of De Kalb, and they have

two children : Joyce, who is sixteen years of age

and will graduate from the high-school with the

class of 1907
;
and Doris, twelve years of age.

Mr. Langlois is a member of Sycamore blue

lodge, chapter and commandery, and Tebala Tem-

ple of the Mystic Shrine at Eockford, Illinois, and

the Modern Woodmen of America. His home is

at No. 413 Somonauk street, where he has an at-

tractive residence, and his office is located in the

Pierce block. He has always lived in Sycamore,

and in his native city many of his stanchest

friends are those who have known him from his

boyhood to the present time.

HAETLEY U. MEYEES.

Hartley U. Meyers, a w^ell known optician of

De Kalb, practicing along scientific lines, and a

worthy representative of professional interests, is

a native of Ionia county, Michigan, born June 32,

18G9. His father, Valentine Meyers, was born in

Pennsylvania, October 6, 1836, and in his boyhood

days made his way westward to Michigan, settling

in Barry county. Having reached adult age, he

married Charlotte Kimball, who was born in the

state of New York, May 25, 1840. They became

the parents of five children, of wdiom H. U. Meyers

is the third in order of birth, and all are yet liv-

ing with the exception of one sister. The mother,

however, died February 20, 1900, in Michigan.

Hartley U. Meyers after serving an apprentice-

ship at the jewelry and optical business started in

business for himself at Sunfield, Michigan, where

he remained for six years. He then went to Chi-

cago, where he devoted his entire time and atten-

tion to optical work, and after six years spent in

that city he came to De Kalb. He was graduated

at the Detroit Optical Institute in 1896 and at

the Northern Illinois College of Ophthalmology
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and Itology in 1899, winning the Doctor of Optics

degree. He afterward pursued a post-graduate

course in the same college in 1902 and gained the

degree of Bachelor of Ophthalmology. He is a

charter member of the Chicago City Optical So-

ciety, a member of the Illinois State Optical So-

ciety and also of the American Association of Op-
ticians. He is thoroughly conversant with the

science in all of its departments and has done such

excellent work that he is now accorded a liberal

patronage. He has an excellent stock of optical

goods at 20T Main street and his business is con-

stantly growing.

Dr. Meyers was married at Sunfield, Michigan,

September 12. 1S93, to Miss Lillian Gary, who was

born near Rochester, New York, October 25, 1871,

a daughter of Xathan and ilaria Gary. Her

father's birth occurred in the state of New York,

July .5, 1846. In his family were five children, of

wliom ^Irs. Meyers was the eldest. By her mar-

riage she had one child that died in infancy.

Dr. Meyers is a stalwart republican and is an

Odd Fellow, belonging to De Kalb lodge. No. 155,

while in Chicago he passed all of the chairs in

Garfield lodge. No. 698. He and his wife live at

No. 224 South Second street, where they have a

large circle of warm friends. Dr. ileyers is a man
of most gentlemanly demeanor, of unfaltering

courtesy, and he receives from his fellowmen that

respect which arises from his deference for the

opinions of others, his kindliness and his genialit}'.

EDGAR ALBURTUS SHETTER.

Edgar Alburtus Shetter, the leading jeweler of

De Kalb, is a business man who, though young in

years, has gained a foremost place in trade circles

in his adopted city. He was born near Marion.

Pennsylvania, Septendjer 12, 1870. His father,

Simon Cameron Shetter, was a native of Marion,

Pennsylvania, born in 1845, and when he had ar-

rived at years of maturity he wedded Susan E.

Smith, whose birth occurred in Ghambersburg,

Pennsylvania, November 29, 1844. He was a

fanner by occupation and followed agricultural

pursuits in the east until 1887, when he brought
his family to Illinois, settling in Dixon. He is

now deceased. At the time of the Civil war he es-

poused the Union cause as a private of Company
I. Fifty-si.xth Regiment of Pennsylvania Volun-

teers.

Edgar A. Shetter, the second in the family of

three children, pursued his early education in the

graded schools of Marion, Pennsylvania, and com-

pleted his course in the Goodyear & Palmer school

at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He was a youth of seven-

teen years when the family came to the middle

west, and after leaving school worked at the shoe

manufacturing business for twelve years. He was

also employed for two years in various other ways
and subsequently he came to De Kalb, where he be-

gan business for himself as a jeweler in JanuarJ^

1902. Here he has since remained and has secured

a very liberal patronage, having a large and grow-

ing trade. He carries a carefully selected line of

goods and possesses the requisite qualities of suc-

cessful merchandising, for he is sagacious and

far-sighted, alert, energetic and progressive.

Mr. Shetter was married at Morrison, Illinois,

on the 1st of June, 1892, to Miss Mettie N. Jack-

son, who was born at Green. Chenango county,

New York, May 7, 1870. Her father, Jacol) Stran-

ahan Jackson, was born in Russia, Herkimer

county. New York, February 8, 1832, while tiw.

mother, who in her maidenhood was Juliana T.

Hall was born in Oswego count}', New Y'^ork, June

20, 1840. They came to Illinois in August. 1872,

settling in Whiteside county, Illinois, where the

father followed the occupation of farming. He
is now decea.«ed, but the mother is still living.

They were the parents of seven children, of whom

Mrs. Shetter was the fifth. She acquired her edu-

cation in the common schools of Whiteside county

and completed her course at Fulton College, Illi-

nois. She is eligible to membership in the Daugli-

tfirs of the American Revolution, being a great-

great-granddaughter of Theophilus Jackson, who

was a member of the committee of safety for

Kings county. New York, during the war for inde-

pendence. Her great-grandmother, Freelove

(Foote) Jackson, was a daugliter of Ephraim and

Lydia (Cushman) Foote, and the latter has her

signature in the rooms of the Mayflower Society

at Boston, being descended from the Cu.shnian who

married Mary Allerton, one of the Ma^'flower's un-

married women. Mrs. Shelter's grandmother.

Anna (Brown) Jackson, was born in Berkshire

county, Massachusetts, May 29, 1791, and was a
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daughter of William Brown, tlir fifth in dcs^'cnt

from Chad Brown, who came to this eountry in

1638 and became Roger Williams" riuht hand man

in settling Providence, Ehode Islaml. fTi' was

from the same county in England tliaf was the

home of Bunyan and w-as the first Baptist minister

in this country.

Mr. Shetter exercises his right nf franchise in

support of the men and measures of the republican

party. He belongs to the Elks lodge, Fo. 765, and

also to the First Baptist church—relationships

which indicate much of his character and show the

kindly ))ur])ose and high ideals which have actu-

ated his life. Viewed from a business standpoint

his career is successful, as he is now accounted the

leading Jeweler of De Kalb. As the years have

passed his possessions have increased and he now

owns a large stock of goods at Xo. 214 East Main

street and also a nice residence at No. 657 Haish

avenue. He is assisted in the conduct of his store

by liis wife and they are most estinuible people,

who have a large circle of friends who esteem them

because of their many sterling qualities.

CHARLES M. JOHXSOX.

Charles il. Johnson, a thrifty and entcrfirising

farmer, owns and cultivates one hundred and

ninety-three and one-third acres . of land on sec-

tions 3 and 10, Afton township. He was born

May 1, 1872, in Afton township, his parents being

John and Mary (Anderson) Johnson. No event

of especial importance occurred to vary the routine

of farm life for liim in his boyhood days, z^t the

usual ago he entered the public schools and is in-

debted to the .school system of the county for the

educational privileges he enjoyed. Tnder his

father's direction he early became familiar with

the laiwrs of plowing, planting and harvesting

and the occupation to which he was reared he has

made his life work. He now owns and operates

one hundred and ninety-three and one-third acres

of land on sections 3 and 10 and is classed with

the most progressive farmers of Afton township.

He is an extensive stock breeder, keeping on hand

high grades of stock, and everything about Ins

place is indicative of the careful and practical

supervision of the owner.

On the ;)lh of .Vpiil. I!»01, .Air. Johnson was

united in marriage to ilrs. Johanna (Lofgren)

Johnson, the widow of his brother, Fred Johnson.

She was born in Sweden, October 12, 1878, and

came to America with her parents the following

year. Her father was born in 1853 and in 1874

he wedded Miss Christine Stevenson, a native of

Sweden. They became the parents of three chil-

dren, of whom Mrs. Johnson is the eldest, the

others being Minnie and Ernest Lofgren. .
On

crossing the Atlantic to the new world with his

family the father settled first in Chicago and there

remained for two years, working at the black-

smith's trade, which he had learned in his native

country. He then removed to Aurora, Illinois,

where he followed his chosen occupation during

the period of five years, (^n the e.xpiration of

that period he resolved to turn his attention to

general agricultural pursuits and then bought a

farm in Kane county, Illinois, upon which he has

since lived. Mrs. Johnson spent her early girl-

hood days in her father's home and afterward be-

came the wdfe of Fred Johnson. By that mar-

riage she had one son, E. Revere, who was born

JMay 5, 1898, and is still with his mother. By
the second marriage there are two children : Carl

Milton, born March 10, 1902 ; and Helen Margaret,

July 27, 1904.

Mr. Johnson exercises his right of franchise in

support of the men and measures of the republican

party. He has held the office of school director

for four years. He and bis wife are members of

the Swedish Lutheran church and are interested

in the moral, intellectual and material progress of

the community. His entire life has been spent in

the township where he yet resides and the fact

that many of his warmest friends are those who

have known him from his boyhood days to the

present time is indicative of the fact that his has

been an honorable and upright life.

IRA C. CONVERSE.

Ira C. Converse, who has been active and promi-

nent in community interests and who until a re-

cent date, was connected with the business life of

Sandwich as a druggist, was born in Henderson

county, Illinois, August 26, 1867, his parents be-



210 PAST AND PEESEXT OF DE KALB COUNTY.

ing Iscah C. and Frances A. (Penny) Converse.

In 1874, when a lad of about seven years, Ira C.

Converse was brought by his parents to Sandwich,

where his father carried on merchandising. He

completed his education in the high school of this

city and was employed as a salesman in different

stores liere. He then entered the drug store of

Dr. Charles Winne, in whose service he remained

as a salesman for sixteen years. In 1903 he pur-
chased the business, which he conducted with suc-

cess for two years, when on account of illness he

sold out to a partner in 1905. He had so long

been a factor in the conduct of the store that his

name was inseparably associated with the business

and when he succeeded to the ownership there was

granted him a continuance of the patronage which

had been accorded his predecessor. He now has

farming interests in Kansas, from which he derives

a gooil income. He was also one of the organizers

and is the treasurer of the Sandwich Mutual Fire

Insurance Company, carrying risks amounting to

one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

On the 10th of October, 1886, Mr. Converse was

united in marriage to Miss Nina D. Winne. a

daiighter of Dr. Charles and Eacliel E. (Misner)
Winne. They have one child, Kachel H, born Feb-

ruary 4, 1895. The parents are members of the

Presbyterian church and Mr. Converse was for

seven years superintendent of the Sunday school,

after which he resigned. He has always taken an

active part in the work of the church and his ef-

forts have been an element in its growth. He like-

wise belongs to the Odd Fellows and Masonic so-

cieties, and he gives his political allegiance to the

republican party. He served as alderman of the

city and was chairman of the board of health dur-

ing the smallpox epidemic of 1894-5, at which

time he did good work for public health and sani-

tation.

ELBEKT P. DEAN.

Elbert P. Dean, who for some vears has con-

ducted a meat market at Waterman, was born at

Shabbona Grove, Illinois, in 1869. His father,

Erastus Dean, a native of Putnam county, New
York, is now living at Waterman in his sevent}-
si.xth vear. He came to Illinois in 1846, locating

first at Big Eock, Kane county, where he followed

the occupation of farming. There he continued

for a short time, after which he removed to Afton

township, where he purchased land from the

original owner. Later he took up his abode at

Shabbona Grove, where for five years he was

engaged in the butchering business, and in 1873

he removed with his family to Waterman, where he

established a meat market which he conducted un-

til 1901, when he retired and was succeeded by his

son Elbert. He was a successful business man,
the careful conduct of his interests bringing to

him a comfortable competence. He is still the

owner of one hundred and si.xty acres of good farm

land in Afton township and two stores and several

dwellings in Waterman. His fraternal relations

include only the Masonic order, while his political

views are in accord with the principles of democ-

racy. His wife, who bore the maiden name of

Charlotte L. Pearl, was born in Owego, New York,

si.\ty-si.x years ago. She . is a member of the

ilethodist Episcopal church and is a daughter of

Orson and Betsy (Brainard) Pearl, who came to

Df Kail) county in an early day, settling in Afton

township. Mr. and Mrs. Dean became the parents

of eleven children, of whom eight have reached

years of maturity : Charles 0., who is now a

butcher of Hinckley: William E., a druggist of

Waterman ; Elbert P. ; Cornelius C. D., who con-

ducts a drug store at Somonauk; Jennie A., the

wife of John Clarke, manager for the Pogue Lum-
ber Company at Hinckley ;

Helen L., the wife of

Edward H. Price, who resides on the old Dean

homestead farm; John W., a dealer in meat at

Sandwich, Illinois; and Frederick J., who is

)jroprielor of a drug store at Eockford, this state.

Elbert P. Dean was a student in the public

schools of Waterman and after completing his

education went into the butcher shop when eleven

years of age. He has since continued in this line

and became his father's successor, conducting a

well appointed meat market, in which he has a

liberal and very desirable patronage.

On the 7th of May, 1890, :Mr. Dean was mar-

ried to Ardelia Whitford. who was born in Clinton

township, October 16, 1868, a daughter of Myron
and Phoebe Wliitford, who came from Vermont to

Illinois at an early period in the development of

this part of the state and settled on a farm. Mr.

and Mrs. Dean have three daughters: Mabel A.,
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Maude A. and Jessie P. Mrs. Dean is a member
of the Baptist churcli, while Mr. Dean belongs to

the Methodist Episcopal church. His membership
relations also include the Modern Woodmen camp.
He votes with the republican party, has served as

township collector and village clerk and is now

school director. He is much interested in com-

munity affairs and his aid and co-operation can

always be counted upon to further any movement

for the general good. Almost his entire life has

been passed in Waterman and few residents of the

village have more warm friends.

A. J. PETERSON.

A. J. Peterson is a self-made man, owing his

success entirely to his own industry and well di-

rected efforts. He is a native of Sweden, born

July 9,1853, a son of John H. and Johanna (Carl-

son) Peterson, likewise natives of the same coun-

try, the former born November 11, 1825, and the

latter, February 9, 1825. The father was em-

ployed in a factory in Sweden until 1869, in which

year he ]]urchased a farm whereon he made his

home until the time of his death, wdiich occurred

in 18TG. The mother died in 1900. The family of

Mr. and Mrs. Peterson mimbered si.x children:

Gust H., who was born December 23, 1854, and

now makes his home in Eockford, Illinois ; Carl 0.,

whowasborn September 29, 1856, and still lives in

Sweden ; Edward W., who was born September 29,

1859, and is now a resident of Chicago ;
Antone

H., who was Ijorn April 9, 1862, and also resides

in that city: Anna ('., who was born February 5,

1866, and is now the wife of Ixjuis Johnson, a

resident of Fairfield, Minnesota.

A. J. Peterson, the other member of the father's

family, pursued his early education in the schools

of his native country and when a youth of fifteen

years emigrated to the new world. V]nm landing

on American shores he at once made his w-ay to

Chicago, where he was employed for one year,

subsequent to which time he went to Kane county,

Illinois, where he w'as employed at farm labor for

ten years. During his residence in Kane county

he completed his education. In 1878 he removed

to Iowa, W'here he purchased a farm which he cul-

tivated for one summer, after which he returned

to Kane county. On March 6, 1880, he was mar-

ried in New- Windsor, Mercer county, Illinois, to

Miss Alice S. Carlson, who was likewi.se born in

Sweden, her natal day being December 2, 1853.

She was a daughter of Carl and Christina (Nel-

son) Carlson. Her mother died in that country

at the age of fifty-one years, after which the father

was again married, his second union being with a

Miss Sara Johnson, and he still makes his home

in Sweden. Mrs. Peterson is one of a family of

four sons and two daughters, namely: John Wil-

liam; Alice S., now Mrs. Peterson; Alexander;

August, deceased ; Carl Otto
;
and Tillia L. Of

this number two brothers are now residents of

Chicago, while the third makes his home in Eed-

lands, California. Tillia L. is now the wife of

Alfred Lekander, a railroad engineer making his

home in West Chicago, Illinois.

Following his marriage Mr. Peterson remained

in Chicago for nine years and in the siiiing of 1889

he removed to De Kalb county, where he purchased

a farm of eighty acres in Malta township situated

on section 35, and here he has nuide his home to

the present time, giving his time and energies to

general agricultural pursuits. He has displayed

the salient characteristics so dominant in the

Swedish race—thrift and industry
—and through

his well directed labors has accumulated a fine

property which returns to him a good annual in-

come as a reward for the care and labor which he

exercises in the cultivation of his fields.

Unto our subject and his wife have been born

four children but only two are now living, these

being John Edward, who was born June 8, 1883 ;

and Herbert H., who was born January 20, 1889.

They lost their eldest child, a daughter, Ida May,
who was born June 14. 1881, and who died in in

fancy, wdiile the youngest, Carl A. D., who wa"s

born January 10, 1895, died at the age of nine-

teen months. Mr. Peterson has always supported

the principles of the republican party and is now-

serving as highway commissioner, while for nnic?

years he filled the office of school director, taking

an active and helpful interest in educational af-

fairs. He also served as pathmaster for two

years. Both he and his wife are members of the

Lutheran church at De Kalb, in the work of which

they take an active part. In his dealings with his

fellowmen Mr. Peterson has adhered strictly to

high and manly principles, being never know'n to
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take advantage of another in any trade transaction.

He has ever displayed a most loyal and progressive

spirit and is intere.sted in the development and

progress of his adopted country. He is every-

where known for his honest and reliable methods

and has thereby won the high e.steem of all with

whom he has been associated.

HENRY P. GROUT.

For many years this gentleman was one of the

highly esteemed citizens of T>e Kalb county and

was an honored veteran of the Civil war. He was

born in AVindsor county, Vermont, on the 16th of

July, 1836, and was a son of John and Polly

(McAllister) Grout, wiio spent their entire lives

in that country. The grandmother figures in the

history of Vermont as an Indian captive but her

early release was secured. She was a represent-

ative of a pioneer family of Windsor county, her

fatlier having settled there at an early day. John

Grout became quite prominent in public affairs

and was given a large grant of land in New

Hampshire in consequence of his service in the

war of 1812. He died in 1857, at the age of sixty

years, and his wife passed away in 1855. They
were the parents of nine children.

Leaving his native state Henry P. Grout came

to Illinois in early life. In 1860 he joined a party

of gold hunters and went to Pike's Peak, where he

remained for eighteen months. He afterward re-

turned to I)e Kalb county without having accu-

mulated wealth to any extent and then determined

to enter the Union army for the Civil war was

then in progress. Accordinglj' he enlisted in

September, 1861, as a member of Company C.

Fifty-second Illinois Volunteer Infantry and went

to the front under Captain J. S. Brown, of Syca-

more. The regiment was assigned to the Western

Army and he continued to experience all the rigors

and hardships of military life until the battle of

Shiloh, where he sustained a gun-shot wound, the

bullet entering the stomach. Twenty-one days

later the lead was dislodged and passed through

the intestines. This was one of the most remark-

able incidents in the surgical history of the war

and in fact is the only one of the kind on record.

Because of his disabilities Mr. Grout was dis-

charged at Chicago, July 21, 18()2. and then re-

turned to his home in Sycamore.

For a time he was engaged in farm work by

the month hut after his marriage he operated

rented land for two years and then purchased

eighty acres, to whicli h.o afterward added another

eighty acres tract, making one hundred and sixty

acres, where he made his home until 1881. He
then removed to Kirkland. Illinois, and turned liis

attention to the agricultural implement business,

which he followed until 1898. when he retired

from active business and with his family made a

trip to the Pacific coast.

On the 19th of March, 1863, Mr. Grout was

united in marriage to Mrs. Mary Ann (Rowan)

Foster, who was born in Genesee county. New

York, January 12, 183.^, and in 1842 accompanied

her parents on their removal to Michigan, the

journey lieing made by team. Later they pro-

ceded to Wisconsin, where they spent the winter

of 1842-3 and then came to Illinois, locating in

De Kalb county. Here Miss Rowan first married

Thomas Foster, iiy whom she had three children,

namely: Wallace F., who lives in Sherburne,

Minnesota
; Betsey, the wife of W^illis Witter, a

resident of Iowa; and Joseph W., who makes his

home at Leaf River, Illinois. The only child

born to Mr. and Mrs. Grout is Harriet A., now

the wife of Russell T. Smith, whose sketch ap-

pears on another page of this volume.

The name of Rowan has been variously spelled

by different memljers of the family, some times

Rowin and Rowen. William H. Eowan, the father

of Mrs. Grout, was one of the honored pioneers

of this county and in Franklin township he en-

tered a tract of government land, on which he

erected a log house of two rooms. Here tlie family

lived in true pioneer style while the land was be-

ing developed and transformed into a good farm.

After a useful and well spent life Mr. Rowan died

on the 4th of .Vjiril, 1880, in his eighty-first year,

and his wife passed away in 1860, at the age of

fifty-four. They were the parents of nine chil-

dren, namely: Stephen, who died in Kirkland,

Illinois; James, who was living in Nebraska at

the time of his death; Boyd, who died in Kirk-

land; Warren, who died in Belvidere, Illinois;

Theron, now living retired in Kirkland; John, a

resident of Colorado
;
Marv Ann, widow of our
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subject; Gurden, a resident of Genoa, Illinois;

and Perry, who was killed at the battle of Mur-

freesboro. Being shot through the hips he was

taken to a log cabin then being used as a hospital

on the field of battle and was there killed by a

bursting shell, a piece of which entered his lungs.

Mr. Grout owned consideraljle property in

Kirkland and laid out an addition to the town,

known as Eowan's and Grout's addition. He was

a, man of good business ability and sound judg-

ment and owed his success in life to his own in-

dustry and enterprise. He held the office of town-

ship treasurer and was a man highly respected and

esteemed by all who knew him. He never fully

recovered from the wound received during the

war, which caused' him great suffering in later

years, but death finally released him on the 15th

of January, 1904. Fraternally he was an honored

member of the Grand Army post at De Kalb. Mr.

Grout is survived by his widow, who has made her

home in this county since a little girl and has

watched with interest the growth and development
of this section of the state. Although now seventy-

two years of age she is well preserved and very

active, now making her home with her daughter,

Mrs. E. T. Smith, in De Kalb.

AV. FEEDEEICK BLACK.

W. Frederick Black, who operates seven hun-

dred acresof land and is extensively engaged in the

dairy business, is the youngest son of John and

Elizabeth (Cochran) Black. His father was bora

April 23, 1833, in Londonderry, Ireland, and was

descended from Scotch-Irish ancestry. He was the

eldest of a family of eleven children, three of

whom are still living. When he was two years of

age his parents crossed the Atlantic to Canada,

leaving him with an uncle in Ireland, and in 1845.

when a youth of twelve years, he came to thti

United States, locating at Youngstown, Ohio,

where he lived for five years. He afterward went

to Lowell, Ohio, where he remained for two years,

and during that period he learned the miller's

trade. On leaving Lowell he returned on a visit to

his native country, where he spent three months

in renewing the acquaintances of his youth and in

looking up the scenes amid which his boyhood days

were passed. When he again came to the new

world he made his way to Chicago, where he

worked at the miller's trade until 1858. That year

witnessed his arrival in Sycamore, Illinois, and

he soon secured employment in the old grist mill

owned by A. S. Cox.

John Black was married in 1859, at Poland,

Ohio, to Miss Margaret P. Anderson, who resided

in a home adjoining that of President McKinley.

with whom she was well acquainted. After the

wedding festivities were over the young couple

came to Sycamore and located on South California

street, living in the same locality for forty-four

consecutive years, or until the death of Mr. Black,

which occurred on the 7th of October, 1903. Mrs.

Black still survives her husband and yet occupies

the old homestead. About 1859 Mr. Black pur-

chased a third interest in the mill in which he had

been employed, and in 1SG3 he formed a partner-

ship with his brother, W. C. Black, and Ealph

Wyman, for the conduct of a milling enterprise.

After a brief period, however, Mr. Wyman disposed

of his interest and through the succeeding twenty

years business was conducted under the firm name

of Black Brothers. In 1882 John Black purchased

his partner's interest, becoming sole owner of the

mill which he had conducted until 1885, when he

admitted his eldest son, Charles A., to a partner-

ship, the firm name of Black & Son being then as-

sumed and so continuing until the father retired

in 1892, selling the mill to A. C. Dunlap. At the

time of his death Mr. Black was financially inter-

ested in the Marsh Harvester Company and the E.

Ellwood Manufacturing Company, of Sycamore,
also of the Chicago Insulated Wire Company, of

Chicago. He likewise owned seven hundred acres

of land in Mayfield township, and his business in-

terests were thus extensive and valuable. He was

a man of keen business insight and his ready

adaptability of the conditions to possibilities was

one of the strong elements in his successful career.

He was also prominent and influential in publ'c

affairs and he represented the fourth ward of Syca-

more as alderman for two terms, in 1883 and again

in 1896. Both he and his wife were members of

the Congregational church, of Sycamore, in which

Mr. Black served as a trustee for twenty-seven

years, and his life was in harmony with his religi-

ous professions. Although he won success his path

was not strewn with the wreck of other men's for-
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tunes, but on the contrary was marked by all that

is honorable and upright in man's relations witii

his fellowmen. He is survived by a daughter and

two sons, namely : Mrs. Cora E. Slade, whose hus-

band is the junior member of the firm of Worth-

ington & Slade, druggists of Kockford, Illinois;

Charles Albert, who is expert miller for the Sperry

Milling Company, at Oakland, California; and W.

Frederick, of this review.

At the old homestead on South California street.

Sycamore, W. Frederick Black was born June 'J,

1873. At the usual age he became a pupil in thj

Sycamore schools and passed through successive

grades until he had largely mastered the course of

instruction furnished in his native city. He after-

ward pursued a commercial course in Eockford,

Illinois, and when his education was completed he

spent two years working with his father in. the

mills. On the expiration of that period he went

to Chicago, where he was bookkeeper for F. H.

Lewis & Company for eighteen months, and for sLx

months he was with Phelps, Dodge & Palmer, of

Chicago. Later he was with the Libby Glass Com-

pany on the Midwaj' Plaisance at the World's

Columbian Exposition in Chicago for six months,

and subsequently went to CherrjTale, Kansas,

where for a year and a half he worked for his

brother in the mill. In 1895, however, he returned

to Sycamore and bought the farm on which he now

resides. He owns two hundred and eighty acres of

land on sections 35 and 36, Mayfield township,

and section 31, Sycamore township, and he oper-

ates altogether seven hundred acres of rich and

productive land, which responds readily to the care

and cultivation he bestows upon it, bringing him

large crops annually. In the midst of his farm

stands one of the most conveniently arranged and

attractive country homes in De Kalb county. This

was erected in 1900, and in 1901 he built a large

barn. His place is known as Pleasant View—a

name most appropriate, ilr. Black is also tlie

foremost dair^Tnan of the country, earning on

business along that line on a more extensive scale

than any other representative of the dairy business

in this localit}', he having on hand at the present
time sixty cows.

On the 21st of December, 1900, Mr. Black was

united in marriage, in Beatrice, Nebraska, to Mis*

Pearl M. Cotton, who was engaged in teaching

school in that place and who is a daughter of J. M.

and Margaret (Eemington) Cotton, who for some

years resided in De Kalb county, but removed to

Nebraska in the early days. Mr. and Mrs. Black

have three children : Margaret E., born December,

14, 1901 ; John R., who was born July 25. 1903,

and died December 14, 1904: and Faye Eval}-n.

bornJune 3, 1906. The parents are members of the

Congregational church and are prominent socially,

being highly esteemed by many friends. Mr. Black

exercises his right of franchise in support of the

men and measures of the republican party. He is

a well known representative of farming and kin-

dred interests in De Kalb county and displays ex-

cellent business ability and executive force in the

management of his interests.

AUGUST ZIEGLEE.

Upon the farm in Pierce township where he yet

lives, August Ziegler was born on the 8th of May,
1863. His parents were Christian and Stapina

(Klemm) Ziegler, the former born in Weidenberg,

Germanj-, February 18, 1835, while the mother's

birth occurred in the same country on the 1st of

April, 1823. In 1845 Christian Ziegler landed in

America and for three years lived in Xew York.

He helped to build the steamboat Washington,
which was the first steamer that ever crossed the

Atlantic ocean. Eemoving westward from Xew
York he made his home in Chicago for about four

years and there assisted in constructing the first

wagons that made the overland trip to California.

Mr. Ziegler of this review, now has in his posses-

sion one of the strap irons that his father made
for one of those wagons, and he also has a number
of his fathers blacksmith tools. Later the family
came to De Kalb county and located on the farm

in Pierce township which is now the home of

August Ziegler. For many years thereafter the

father carried on general agricultural pursuits but

his life's labors were ended in death on the 7th of

February, 1903. His widow still survives and is

now living in Hinckley with her daughter.
No event of special importance occurred to varv

the routine of farm life for August Ziegler in

boyhood and youth. He was trained to the work

of the field and through the winter months at-

tended the district schools, acquiring thereby a fair
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English education. Having arrived at, years of

maturity he was married to Miss Margaret Hiner,

on the 6th of March, 1891. She was born April

10, 1876, her parents being Louis and Mary

(Buck) Hiner, the former born in Germany, Janu-

ary 1, 1830, and the latter born in the same coun-

try in 1845. Mr. Hiner came to the United States

in 1857 and his death occurred in this country,

September 21, 1899. His daughter, Mrs. Ziegler,

was reared in Cortland township and pursued her

education in the district schools there. By her

marriage she became the mother of two daughters :

Pearl, born December 17, 1893
;
and Alice, born

October 20, 1894.

The parents are members of the German Luther-

an church and Mr. Ziegler gives his political alle-

giance to the democracy. In his business life he

is successfidly carrying on general farming and

also raises good grades of stock. He is classed with

the industrious farmers of the township and in the

conduct of his place, shows careful management
and keen discrimination.

HON. AUGUSTUS ADAMS.

This is the age of invention and America is pre-

eminent among the nations of the world for her

production of useful mechanical devices, having

given to the public inventions which have revolu-

tionized trade and largely promoted the volume

of business transacted. In all parts of the United

States have been found those who have contributed

to this result and among the well known inventors

of Illinois was Hon. Augustus Adams, of Sand-

wich, who passed away in 1892 after a long life of

usefulness and honor. At Elgin, Illinois, he es-

tablished the first machine shop west of Chicago.

He was born at Genoa, New York, May 10.

1806, a son of Samuel Adams, who died when

Augustus was but eleven years of age, leaving to

the boy only the heritage of a good name. After a

few years, in which he acquired such education

as was possible while earning his own living, Au-

gustus Adams concentrated his energies upon the

work of invention and manufacture. He early

noted the crudities of farm implements and the

opportunity for improvement along these lines. As

early as 1829 he opened a small machine shop at

Pine Valley, New York, which he conducted with a

measure of success until 1837, when he came to

the middle west. In 1838 he located at Elgin,

where his family joined him in 1840. There lie

established a machine shop in connection with

James T. Gilford and soon found himself at the

head of a good shop and foundry, controlling

a growing and profitable business. He continued

his work of experiment and invention and marie

the first harvester with which grain was collected

and bound. In connection with Philo Sylla he in-

vented the hinge sickle bar, which is now used on

all mowing machines. Soon afterward he entered

upon the manufacture of the Adams corn shellev.

now used in all countries where corn is grown in

any quantity. In 1856 he came to Sandwich and

began the manufacture of self-feeding corn shellei's

on a small scale. The business developed rapidly,

but in 1861 the plant was destroyed by fire. With

his usual energy, determination and force, Mr.

Adams at once began rebuilding on a larger scale

than before and resumed business under the firm

style of A. Adams & Sons. In 1867 a corpora-

tion was formed and from this time forward the

business prospered until the company became the

owners of one of the best plants in the manufactur-

ing world. In fact, the industry has been the

chief source of the growth and commercial develop-

ment of Sandwich, furnishing employment to a

large force of workmen and thus providing for

many families.

On the 31st of October, 1833, Mr. Adams was

united in marriage to Miss Lydia A. Phelps, who

died December 14, 1867. At a later date he wedded

Mrs. L. M. Mosher. He was a member of the

Congregational church and its interests received

his endorsement and co-operation. In 1847 he

was elected to the constitutional convention as a

delegate from Elgin and in 1850 was chosen to

represent his district in the house of representa-

tives, while in 1854 he was elected to the state

senate. He was also appointed on the committee

to locate the insane asylum in northern Illinois.

He was a man of broad mind, who carefully studied

the interests and problems of the state, and thus

in his legislative service he rendered effective aid

in framing the laws of the commonwealth, proving

an active working member on the floor of the house

and senate, closely concerned with much important

constructive legislation, the value of which has
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been proven as the years have gone by. He was

indeed a man of broad intelligence and genuine

public spirit. Strong in his individuality, he never

lacked the courage of his convictions and there

were as dominating elements in this individuality

a lively human sympathy and an al)iding charity

which, as taken in connection with the sterling

integrity and honor of his character, naturally

gained for him the respect and confidence of men.

J. W. WARD.

For many years J. W. Ward carried on agri-

cultural pursuits and as time passed his labors

brought to him goodly financial returns, so that he

was enabled in his last years to live retired with-

out further recourse to business. His birth

occurred in West Ruthland, Vermont, November

6, 1829. his parents being Luke and Fanny (Wat-

kins) Ward. The father was born in West Rut-

land. Vermont,
"

February 11, 1795. He first

learned the cooper's trade but afterward turned his

attention to farming and spent his entire life in

the state of Vermont. He died in 1876. His wife

was born in West Rutland, Vermont, May 26,

1804, and died at that place in 1888. In the family

were four sons and one daughter : Charles E.,

George H., J. W., Henry M., and Fanny E.,

all now deceased.

J. W. Ward acquired a good common-school

education in the West Rutland schools and after-

ward engaged in teaching in Vermont, devoting

the winter months to that profession, while in the

summer seasons he followed farming. He came to

the middle west in 1854, spending the winter in

Joliet, Illinois, and in the spring of 1855, he came

to Afton township, De Kalb county. Here he

engaged in teaching school for a year, after which

he purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land

just east of Carlton station, where he followed

farming for nine years. He then bought one hun-

dred and fifty-three acres on section 21, Afton

township, which property he owned up to the time

of his death. He hrought his fields under a high

state of cultivation and continued to engage active-

ly in farming until 1894, when he erected a pleas-

ant residence in Elva. Here he lived retired until

called to his final rest on the 21st of Februarv,

1907, at the age of seventy-seven years. In 1892

he fell from a train and received a permanent in-

jury, which resulted in paralysis of the right side,

from which lie never recovered.

On the 30th of September, 1850, Mr. Ward was

married to Susan Ward, who was born in High-

gate, Franklin county, Vermont, October 31, 1828.

They became the parents of two daughters and

two sons: Lucy E., born December 25, 1852,

married John L. Rice, and to them were born five

children, as follows: Max Warner is deceased.

Ralph Ward, who served in the regular army dur-

ing the Spanish-American war and is now in the

postotfice department at Columbus, Ohio, married

Leone Randolph and has one son, Lyman Alden.

Susan Elizaljcth married Arthur Wing and has

one son, Arthur Ralph. Pierce Alden married

Ella Olson and has one daughter, Helen Eveline.

Rex Lyman is the youngest of the Rice family.

Fanny A. Ward, born April 25, 1856, is the wife

of Nathaniel H. Givens, a farmer of Afton town-

ship, and they have six children: Warren and

Warner, twins
; George Sanford; Susan Beryl, Ira

and Ellsworth. George Luke Ward, born April

4, 1859, is now engaged in farming in South

Dakota. He married Linnie Adams, of that state,

and they have three children: Rollin W., Harold

and Edith. Rollin W. Ward, born November 24,

1863, is unmarried and is engaged in farming in

the state of Washington.

Mr. AVard was always an earnest republican

with firm faith in the principles of the party. He
served his township as school trustee for twelve

years and was also township school treasurer,

which position he filled for twenty-six years. He
was likewise a justice of the peace for nine years,

commissioner of highways for nine years and for

five years was overseer of highways. He worked

for good roads and in fact was a factor in public

progress in always doing whatever he could, in

an official capacity and as a loyal citizen, for the

growth and welfare of the township and county.

He and his wife were members of the Union

church at Afton Center, but in former years be-

longed to the Congregational church. ^Irs. Ward

is the only resident of Afton township who was

living within its borders before the township or-

ganization was effected, and she and her husband
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indeed deserve inention as worthy pioneer jjeople.

When they came to this county much of the land

was still wild and uncultivated. The prairie was

covered with its tall native grasses and the streams

were bordered by forest growths. Few roads had

been laid out and the work of improvement and

development luid scarcely been begun. They
watched the building of the railroads and tlie in-

troduction of the telegraph and telephone and,

within the memory of Jlr. Ward, there was a most

remarkable revolution in the methods of farming.

In early days most of the labor was done by hand ;

today it is nearly all done by farm machinery.

The little cabin homes have been largely re-

placed by substantial modern frame residences and

the county today hears little resemblance to the

district into which he made his way in the spring

of 1855, to become a permanent settler. His

memory formed a connecting link between the

primitive past and the progressive present and

few men were i)etter informed concerning the his-

tory of the countv.

SEPTIMUS STOEEY.

More than half a century has come and gone,

bringing its many changes since Septimus Storey

became a resident of De Kail) county and for a

long period he was closely, actively and honorably

associated with agricultural interests, but is new

enjoying a well earned rest in a pleasant home in

Shabbona, having retired from business life in

1894. He first opened his eyes to the light of day

in Harthill, Yorkshire, England, February 10.

1889, a son of Barnabas and Sarah (Widdeson),

Storey, the former a native of Yorkshire and the

the latter of Derbyshire, England, in which coun-

try they spent their entire lives. For several gen-

erations the male members of the family engaged
in the business of making nails, and that occupa-

tion claimed the attention of Septimus Storey dur-

ing a portion of his youth. He devoted such time

as he could, however, to the mastery of an educa-

tion, but his opportunities in that direction were

limited.

Wlien twenty-one years of age Septimus Storey

left his native land and with Joseph Billam and

William Cutts, voung- men, came to the Uniteil

States in 1850, sailing from Liverpool and arriv-

ing at New York after a voyage of twenty-four

days, during which time they encountered some

very severe weather. Mr. Storey proceeded up the

Hudson to Albany, thence by rail to Buffalo and

around the lakes to Chicago, whence he went to

Kendall county, Illinois, where he joined some

English friends. For a year he was employed iit

farm labor for ten dollars a month, and thus made
a start in business in the new world. The next

year lie rented land in Big Grove township, Ken-
dall county, and after harvesting one crop he

came to De Kalb county, in the fall of 1851, and

made investment in forty acres of land. With
three of his friends he owned one hundred and

sixty acres and they worked together to impro-'e
the tract, so continuing for two years. Mr. Storey
then bought the share of William Cutts on section

17, to which he removed, erecting there a small

frame house, in which he lived while developing
his farm. He later bought eighty acres adjoining,
which he improved to some extent, and in due time

added many substantial improvements. As his

financial resources increased he added to his pos-

sessions and at one time was the owner of over

eight hundred acres of land. He has since divided

this with his sons, and has sold some of it to them,
but is still the owner of three hundred and twenty
acres. He not only engaged extensively and suc-

cessfully in the tilling of the soil, but also in the

breeding, raising and sale of cattle and Poland

China hogs, and this branch of his business proved

profitable. In fact, he carried forward to success-

ful completion whatever he undertook, and as the

years passed advanced from a humble financial

position to one of affluence.

On the 2.3d of December, 1856, Mr. Storey was

united in marriage to Miss Mary Mullen, a native

of Derbyshire, England, who when thirteen years
of age came to the United States with her parents.

Eobert and Sarah (Uyllett) Mullen, early resi-

dents of Shabbona township, De Kalb county.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Storey were born five sons and

two daughters : John L., Charles E. and William

H., who are resident farmers of Shabbona town-

ship; George T., who is engaged in merchandising
in Shabbona : De Forrest L., who also follows

farming; Sarah E.. who is the wife of Harvey

Green, a fanner of Scranton township, Greene

conntv, Iowa ; and Lillv M.. who married Dr. Wil-
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son. of Iowa. They also lost two children, Eobei t

M. and Anna il., both of whom died when about

three years of age.

Mr. Storey has done active public service as an

office holder, and over his record there falls no

shadow of wrong or suspicion of fraud. In 1860

he cast his first presidential vote for Abraham Lin-

coln and has since supported the republican party.

For sixteen years he has been a member of the

school board, for three years was road commis-

sioner, and for five years was supervisor. While a

member of the county board he served on the per-

sonal property committee and was chairman of the

committee on highways and printing. Since tak-

ing up his abode in Shabbona he has been on the

board of village trustees. He frequently attends

the conventions of his party as delegate and is one

of its stalwart advocates. Both he and his wife

hold membership in the West Shabbona Methodist

Episcopal church, of which he has been a member
for about fifty years and in which he has been an

office holder. Mr. Storey has now passed the sev-

enty-eighth milestone on life's journey, and in tne

review of his history we find many elements worthy
of commendation and emulation. His life record

has indeed been an honorable one and those who
know him esteem him for the possession of many
sterling traits of character.

CHARLES A. ANDEESON.

Charles A. Anderson, the leading hardware mer-

chant of De Kalb, is a self-made man, whose

advancement from a humble financial position to

one of affluence has been characterized bv an un-

faltering devotion to all those principles of busi-

ness which work for an honorable, upright career.

He has been active and diligent, carefully utilizing

the means at hand and improving his opportunities

to the best advantage.

Born in Sweden on the 21st of August, 1861,

he is a son of Andrew G. Anderson, who is men-

tioned on another page of this work in connection

with the sketch of Frank G. Anderson. In the

country of his nativity Charles A. Anderson was

reared and acquired his education in the public

schools. He was the pathfinder for the family in

the United States, having resided in America for

a year before the others of the family came to the

new world. In fact it was his letters to his par-

ents and brothers and sisters that determineii them

to leave the mother country and fotmd a home in

the United States.

U]5on arriving in De Kalb county Charles A.

Anderson secured work on a farm and was thus

employed for two seasons. He then spent a por-

tion of a year in the wire mill of Jacob Haish, and

in March, 1883, accepted a position in the hard-

ware store of H. B. Taylor of De Kalb. The same

year ^Ir. Taylor sold out to the De Kalb Hardware

Comjjany and a few months later the business was

again transferred to J. M. Eodman & Brothers.

Mr. .Anderson remained in the store with the

new firm and later Mr. Eodman purchased his

brothers' interest, and in 1894 Mr. Anderson be-

came a partner in the store under the firm style of

J. M. Eodman & Company. In 1900 he became an

equal partner in the business and the style of the

firm was then changed to Eodman & Anderson.

In ilarch, 1906, Mr. Eodman died and on the 1st

of April of the same year Mr. Anderson purchased
his interest from the estate and became sole owner

of the business. Thus he has made gradual ad-

vancement and is today recognized as one of the

wide-awake and progressive merchants, carrying

a large and carefully selected line of goods, thus

enabling him to meet the demands of the trade.

He is also a director of the Barb City Building &
Loan .Association.

In 1884 was celebrated the marriage of !Mi.

Anderson and iliss Sana Molander, of De Kalb,

whose parents were natives of Sweden. The son,

.Arthur E., is now in the store wdth his father,

while the daughter, Ethel C, is attending high

school.

Mr. -Anderson is a member of Barb City camp.

No. 46, M. W. A. : Columbia Tent, No. 57, of the

Knights of the Maccabees, and was a charter mem-

ber of De Kalb lodge, No. 21.5, K. P., while with

the uniformed rank of that order he is also con-

nected. He is a member of the Swedish Eepublican

Club of De Kalb and also of the Young Men's

Eepublican Club, and has done effective work in

support of the party whose principles he deems the

most beneficial to the country at large. He holds

membership with the Swedish Lutheran church

and is president of the Swedish Benevolent Society.

His different membership relations indicate mtich
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of his character and the principles which govern
his conduct, and wherever he is known he is recog-

nized as a man of genuine personal worth.

EDWAED JOHNSON.

Edward Johnson, one of De Kalb's leading and

representative citizens, conducting an insurance,

real-estate and loan agency, was born in Stavenger,

Norway, on the 23d of August, 1854, a son of John

and Bertha (Olsen) Johnson. Of their family of

seven children, all sons, only three are now living,

and all are in this country, the brothers of our

subject being John B. Johnson, a resident of Kock

Island, Illinois
;
and Ole J., of McCollisburg, Iowa,

where he is engaged in merchandising and has also

served as postmaster since 1882. The fatlior was

engaged in the commission business and in mer-

chandising in the town of Stavenger, Norway, be-

ing extensively associated with commercial inter-

ests of that city during his active life. Ife died

there at a very advanced age, having almost

reached the ninety-third milestone on life's jou';^;

ney. 5
. //• ''<<!'}.

Edward Johnson of this review remained at

home through the period of his minority and com-

pleted his education in the high school of his native

town. In June, 1871, he sought the business op-

port^mities of the new world, emigrating to Amer-

ica. He landed at Quebec, Canada, l)ut thence

went direct to Chicago, where he arrived on the

17th of June. The following morning found him

at work in the large mercantile establishment of

Ammonson & AVilliams, on North Halsted street,

where he remained for a year. He then accepted

a position on South Water street, which paid him a

better salary, but he did not like the business,

that of bag manufacturing, and resigned after six

months. During the succeeding half j'ear he trav-

eled extensively in order to see the country and

acquaint himself with its possibilities and finallv

settled in Malta, De Kalb county, where for three

years he followed farming. He then connected

himself with the Marengo nurseries, at Marengo,

McHenry county, Illinois, in the capacity of sales-

man and rose rapidly in the confidence of his em-

ployers, so that it was but a comparatively short

time until he had complete charge of the sales and

the salesmen, being the general agent of the busi-

ness. He held that position for twenty-five years,

so conducting the business that it was profitable

to himself and his emploj'ers, severing his connec-

tion with the firm only in 1901, after a period of

twenty-six years" service. He then removed to De

Kalb and established an insurance, real-estate and

loan agencjr, his many years experience as general

agent in the nursery business ably fitting him for

this work. He has jjrospered in the new line as

he well deserves to do, and is ranked among De

Kalb's progressive and leading business men.

In 1880 was celebrated the marriage of Mr.

Johnson and Miss Emma G. Spickemian, of Malta,

and unto them were born two children, the sur-

viving one being Mattie B., who is a graduate of

the Normal School and for some time was a teacher

in the city schools of De Kalb. She is also an ac-

complished pianist. The death of Mrs. Johnson

occurred on the 13th of September, 1906.

Mr. Johnson belongs to De Kalb lodge, A. F. «

A. M., and is a charter member of Malta lodge,

K. P., and of Malta camp, JI. W. A. He likewise

belongs to Malta lodge of the Knights of the

Gtobe' and is a member of the Congregational

ichurch. His political allegiance is given to the re-

publican party and for some years he served as

town collector of Malta. His life record indicates

the possibilities that are open to young men and

the success which may be achieved by earnest, per-

sistent effort, for in his business life he has made

steady advancement since coming to the new world

and is now a prosperous citizen of his adopted city.

E. H. WILCOX.

E. H. Wilcox, night watchman for the Haish

Wire & Implement Company at De Kalb—a re-

sponsible position which he is ably filling
—was

born in Eoyalton, New York, January 6, 1846, his

parents being William and Cordelia (Merritt)

Wilcox. The father, a native of Middletown, Con-

necticut, was born in 1804 and spent his early life

in that place, after which he removed to Leroy.

New Y^ork, where he met and married Miss Cor-

delia Merritt. Later they removed to Niagara

county. New York, where his remaining days were

passed, his death occurring in 1863. His wife was
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born ^lay 3, IblG, aud after lier liusbaud"s death

she removed to Illinois, settling in Clinton town-

ship, De Kalb county, where she lived for three

years. In 18C7 she became a resident of the city

of De Kalb, where she remained until called to the

home beyond, passing away in 1900, when she had

reached the very advanced age of eighty-four years.

,E. H. Wilcox acquired a good common-school

education that fitted him for life's practical and

responsible duties. In his youth he followed farm

labor and in 1882 he took up factory work, at

which he has been very successful, possessing nat-

ural mechanical ability. He was for six years

with the I. L. Ellwood Company and is now night

watchman with the Haish Wire & Implement Com-

pany, a position which he is ably filling. He was

janitor of the schools for thirteen years, but for

the past year has filled his present position and

his work in that direction has been entirely satis-

factory to the company.
In 1875 Mr. Wilcox was united in marriage, in

De Kalb, to Mrs. Mary \. Noyes, the widow of

Nathan S. Noyes, who by her former marriage had

two children: Egbert Noyes, of De Kalb; and

Anges May. (lie wi I'e of Rev. Louis ^^'iltbergcr, also

of De Kalb.

Mr. Wilcox is a republican in his political views.

exercising his right of franchise in support of the

men and measures of the party. He belongs to

Modern Woodmen camp. No. 46, of De Kalb, and

is well known in the city. He owns a comfortable

home at No. 643 North Fifth street and has lived

a life of thrift and industry, owing his success en-

tirely to his perseverance and well directed lalwrs.

HENRY N. PERKINS.

For seventy years Henry N. Perkins has been

identified with the interests of De Kalb county
and throughout his active business life has car-

ried on farming and merchandising, his home being
now in Genoa. He was born in Lebanon, Columbia

county. New York, on the 1.5th of August, 1833,

and was only four years old when, in 1837, he

came to Illinois in company with his parents.

Horatio N. and Eliza (Wallace) Perkins. His

father was born in Connecticut in 1808 and was

a son of James Perkins, a representative of an.

old Connecticut family. On leaving his native

state, Horatio N. Perkins removed to New York

and became one of the first settlers of Columbia

county, where he grew to manhood and was mar-

ried, his wife having been born in New York. In

1837 he brought his family to De Kalb county, Illi-

nois, and located in Genoa, which then contained

but three or four cabins, while the country round

about was largely unsettled. He bought a log

building, in which he conducted a hotel for some

time and also engaged in farming, having entered

three hundred acres of land from the government.

He also served as the first postmaster of Genoa,

and in his business affairs he steadily prospered,

becoming quite well-to-do. He died here in 1888,

at the age of eighty years, and his wife only sur-

vived him about a month, both being laid to rest

in the Genoa cemetery.

In their family were one son and two daughters,

but Henry N. Perkins is now the only survivor.

.Vmid pioneer scenes he passed the days of his boy-

hood and youth in this country and acquired a

good practical education in the common schools

and Mount Morris Seminary. He remained under

the parental roof until his marriage, when, on the

28th of February, 1855, he wedded Miss Margaret

Stiles, a native of Vermont and a daughter of

Asel and Fanny Stiles, who came to Illinois about

1850.

After his marriage Mr. Perkins located on a

part of the old home farm and to the further im-

provement and cultivation of the place he devoted

his energies until 1866, when he sold the farm and

embarked in general merchandising at Genoa, buv-

ing out a business already establi.«hed and a store

building not yet completed. He built a residence

in the town and continued to actively engage in

commercial pursuits until 1888, meeting with ex-

cellent success in that venture. In that year he

purchased the farm in Genoa township where he

now resides and also owns a portion of the original

land entered by his father, having two hundred and

forty acres, a half of which is within the corpora-

tion limits of Genoa. Besides this property he

owns another farm here and also a half section of

land one mile from Sherburn in Martin county,

Minnesota, which he has improved. As a wide-

awake and energetic business man he has met with

success in his undertakings and is today numbered
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among the most prosperous citizens of his com-

munity.

Mr. Perlvins has been called upon to mourn the

loss of his wife, who died in 1880 and was laid

to rest in the Genoa cemetery. Unto them were

born four children : Horatio A., whose sketch ap-

pears on another page of this volume, is married

and has two children, Horatio and Irma. He is

one of the prominent business men of Genoa.

Marian is the wife of Charles Stott, of Des Plaines,
Du Page county, and they have one daughter, Mar-

garet. Mary is the wife of Prank E. White, who
lives on the Perkins farm in Minnesota, and they
have eight children. Jennie is the wife of Newton

Stanley, of Genoa.

Politically, Mr. Perkins has been a republican
since casting his first ballot for John C. Fremont
in 1856, and has never missed a presidential elec-

tion since that time. He has served as a delegate
to state and congressional conventions and has

been Iionored with public office, serving as presi-

dent of the town board for one term, supervisor
ten or twelve years, township clerk and also town-

ship trustee for a time. He has always taken an

active interest m public affairs and has done all in

his power to advance the welfare of town and

county. During his long residence in this locality
he has become widely and favorably known and has

a host of friends throughout the county.

ENOCH B. DARNELL.

Enoch B. Darnell, whose farm of one hundred
and thirty acres is pleasantly located on section 22.

Squaw Grove township, was born in Marshall

county, Illinois, December 9, 1837. He was only
three years old when taken to Kendall county by
his parents, Abraham and Susanna (Owen) Dar-
nell. His father was a native of Wilkes county,
North Carolina, born November 12, 1806, and in

the year 1831 came to Hlinois, settling in Marshall

county near the old Indian fort. In fact, he spent
a part of the winter in the fort. He lived here

about the close of the Blackhawk war and remem-

bers the hostility manifested by the Indians. De-

feated liy the white troops, this practically ended

their dominion in Illinois, but for many years the

white settlers had to endure many hardships and

privations incident to pioneer life, and Mr. Dar-

nell, while developing his farm, aided largely in

laying the foundation for the present growth and

progress of the county. He died April 15, 1892.

His wife, who was also a native of Wilkes county,
North Carolina, was born October 21, 1811, and

came to Illinois with her husband, and after care-

fully rearing her children and doing a mother's

part by them, she died December 28, 1885.

The family lived in Kendall county from 1840

and Enoch B. Darnell was there reared and re-

mained until the outbreak of the Civil war, whe^i

he joined the Union army as one of the boys in

blue, becoming a member of Company E, Thir-

teenth Illinois Infantry, which company was organ-
ized at Sandwich. He was sworn into the state

service May 10, 1861, at Dixon, Illinois, and was

mustered into the LTnited States service in the 2-4th

of May, 1861, at the same place. Hardly had tha

smoke from Fort Sumter's guns cleared away when
he offered his aid in support of the government at

AYashington and its policy. While at the front ho

participated in a number of hotly contested en-

gagements, including the battle of Little Red

River, May 17, 1862; Chickasaw Bayou, on the

28th and 29th of December, 1862
; Arkansas Post,

January 10 and 11, 1863; Deer Creek, Apnl
7, 1863; Jackson, Mississippi, May 14, 1863; the

siege of Yicksburg from May 18th until the 4th

of July : siege of Jackson from the 10th until the

16th of July; the battle of Brandon on the 19th

of July; Tuscumbia, Alabama, October 25 and

26, 1863 ; Lookout Mountain, November 24,

1863
; Missionary Ridge, November 25, 1863 ; Ring

Gold, Georgia, November 27, 1863 ; and Madison

Station, Alabama, May, 1864. At Chickasaw

Bayou he was struck by a spent liall. which only

caused a bruise. He received his honorable dis-

charge on the 18th of May, 1864, after spending
three years at the front. In his discharge it was

stated that he had marched thirty-five hundred

miles and had been a faithful soldier, performing
well whatever duty had devolved upon him. He
still has in his possession his discharge papers.

Y'hen he had been mustered out Mr. Darnell

returned to the old home, where he lived for three

years, when he moved to Squaw Grove township,

where he has since resided and owns one hundred

and thirty acres of choice land on section 22, that

is now valued at one hundred and fifty dollars per
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acre. He has accumulated this property through
his own labor and has been a very active, hard

working man, to which fact is due his ownership
of a fine home and valuable farm.

On the 7th of March, 1866, Mr. Darnell was

united in marriage to Miss Mary Mills, who was

born March 7. 1841, her parents being Benjamin
and Hannah (Davis) Mills. Her father, who was

born in Vermont, February 4, 1804, came to Illi-

nois in 1844, settling near Oswego, Kendall countV;

where his death occurred. His wife was born in

New York, December 18, 1818, and died April 14.

1874. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Darnell have been born

five children, of whom Gertrude has departed this

life. She was born June 29, 1872, and remained

at home until her death, which occurred December

29, 1900. The others are Mrs. Fannie De Clark,

who was born January 6, 1867 ; Alberta, born Oc-

tober 21, 1868; Le Kov, born February 18, 1877;
and Charles M., born September 5, 1879.

Mr. Darnell acquired his education in the dis-

trict schools of Kendall county and in Jennings

Seminary, Aurora, Illinois, where he spent three

months, while his wife was educated in the

schools of Sandwich. They are both highly es-

teemed people and enjoy in large measure the con-

fidence and good will of those with whom they
have been associated. They are members of the

Methodist Episcopal church of Hinckley, and Mr.

Darnell exercises his right of franchise in support
of the republican party. Throughout the com-

munity in which he has long lived he is spoken of

in terms of good will and commendation, and bv

an active business career he has placed himself in

a financial condition where he might easily retire

from active business life if indolence and idleness

were not entirely foreign to his nature.

JOHN A. BADGLEY. M. D.

Dr. John A. Badgley, a representative of the

medical prdfession in De Kalb, was born in Gal-

lipolis. Ohio, on the 4th of June, 18.5.5, his parents

being John P. and Sarah (Glassburn) Badgley.
of whose family of eight children six are j'et liv-

ing. The father, a native of Ohio, was a son of

Anthony Badgley, who lived to the very venerable

age of ninetv-four vears and died at Newark. Illi-

nois. Our subject's father was reared to farm

life and followed that pursuit as a vocation with

the exception of a short period of about three

years, which was devoted to mercantile pursuits.

In 18,57 he removed from Gallipolis, Ohio, to Illi-

nois, settling near Sandwich, where he remained

about five years. He then removed to Tampieo,

Illinois, where he resided until 1885, when he be-

came a resident of Westport, South Dakota. There

he has since resided with the exception of about

three years in the "908 when he was again a resi-

dent of Tampieo, being there engaged in mer-

cliandising. He is a republican in politics and

is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church,

in the work of which he takes a very active part.

For years he served as superintendent of the Sun-

day-school and in other official positions and his

efforts have been an element in the substantial

growth of the church in which he holds member-

ship. His wife, who was born in Gallipolis, Ohio,

and was a daughter of John and Jane Glassburn,

the former an agriculturist, died in May. 1906.

The surviving sons and daughters of the family

are : Mary Jane, now the widow of A. V. Deni-

son, and a resident of Aberdeen, South Dakota;

John A.; Ida M., the wife of A. E. Jacobs, of

Malta, Illinois; Jed, who is a veterinary surgeon

practicing in Tampieo, Illinois; Minnie, the wife

of Willis Brown, also of Tampieo; and Hal C,
of "Westport, South Dakota.

Dr. Badgley was only two years of age when

brought by his parents to De Kalb county and was

yet a small boy when his father removed to Tam-

pieo. He acquired his education in the district

schools of the former and the public schools of the

latter, and entered the Sterling high school, where

he pursued his more advanced literary work. In

the spring of 1877 he took up the study of medi-

cine under the preceptorship of Dr. A. C. Smith,

of Tampieo. and in the fall of 1878 matriculated

in the medical department of the Northwesterii

University of Chicago. After one term, however,

he entered Rush Medical College, from which he

was graduated in the spring of 1880. In the fol-

lowing July he located in Malta, Illinois, where

he remained in active practice for twenty-six years,

and in September, 1906, he removed to De Kalb

but prior to this time went to Chicago, where he

pursued a general post-graduate course and two

special courses in bacteriology and operative sur-
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gery. On completing Inn sludics lie returned to

his new home, his wife having made the removal

during his absence and already he has gained a

place among the prominent and successful physi-

cians of De Kalb, winning high favor and profes-

sional advancement during the year of his resi-

dence here. He is president of the De Kalb

County Medical Society and a member of the

State Medical Society, also of the American Med-

ical Association. Aside from his professional re-

lations Dr. Badgley is connected with the Masonic

and Knights of Pythias fraternities, the Knights

of the Globe, the Royal Neighltors and the Mod-

ern Woodmen.

In April, 1880, occurred the nuirriage of Dr.

Badgley and Miss Birdie Bastian, of Tampico,

who died in January, 1900. Unto this marriage

there were born three children, of wlinm two are

living, Birdie J. and Ila G., while John A., who

was the second child, is deceased. On the 5th of

November, 1900, the Doctor wedded Miss Gene-

v:ve Maud Knight, a native of Grants; Pass, Ore-

gon. Mrs. Badgley was a trained nivrse-,-^haYing

graduated from the Good Samaritan Hospital in

Portland, Oregon. In November, 1899. she came

east to Chicago and soon afterward formed the

acquaintance of Dr. Badgley. By this marriage

there have been born two children, Valene Ijouise

and Annette Harriet. Conscientious and capable

in the discharge of his professional duties, working

toward high ideals in his practice and continually

broadening his knowledge through reading and in-

ve.stigation, Dr. Badgley is well known as one of

the most successful and able members of the med-

ical fraternitv in De Kalb.

D. E. PULKEESON.

The time and energies of D. E. Fulkerson, a

progressive agriculturist of De Kalb county, are

given to the cultivation and improvement of a tract

of eighty acres in Mayfield township. He is a son

of J. C. and Olive E. (Moyers) Fulkerson, natives

of the state of New York. The father removed to

De Kalli county, settling on a farm in Kingston

township in 1818, where the following year he was

Joined by his family. He operated a farm in

Kingston township until 1858, when he came to

Maylield township, and purchased the farm on

which our subject now resides. In 1870, leaving

the son in charge of the homestead property, the

father removed to Sycamore and engaged in the

lumber business, in which he continued for nine

years, and in that city he passed away, March 10.

1888. His wife survived for several years, her

death occurring November 7, 1897.

It was during the residence of the family in

Kingston township that the birth of our subject

occurred, his natal day being November 19, 1853.

He was therefore a little lad of five years at tha

time of the removal of the family to Mayfield

township. He acquired his education in the com-

mon schools and assisted his father in the work if

the home farm during the period of his boyhood

and youth. Upon attaining his majority he went

to Chicago, where for nine years he was in the

employ of the McCoi-mick Manufacturing Com-

pany, during which time he worked his way up
from a humble position until he became an expert

machinist. Beturning to the faim, he again re-

sumed agricultural pursuits, which have continued

to be his occupation to the present time. His

place comprises eighty acres of well improved land

on which are seen modern and substantial build-

ings, while everything about his place presents a

neat and attractive appearance. He follows prac-

tical methods of farming and for his reward an-

nually harvests rich crops.

Mr. Fulkerson was married September 3, 1870.

to Miss Ella Eichards, a daughter of Nathaniel

and Euth (Baxter) Eichards, early pioneers of

Sycamore, where they still make their home and

where the father conducts a blacksmith shop. Unto

our subject and his wife have been born four chil-

dren : Fred E., who resides in Beloit, Wisconsin;

Jessie Bay, still under the parental roof ; Claude

Eichard, now deceased ;
and Fay G., who is a high-

school student at Belvidere, Illinois.

In his political views Mr. Fulkerson is a stal-

wart republican, having supported the men and

measures of that party since age conferred upon
him the right of franchise. For three years he

seiwed as school director, but aside from that of-

fice has not been active in public affairs. His fra-

ternal relations are with the Knights of the Globe,

at Kingston. Mrs. Fulkerson is a member of the

Congregational church in Mayfield township, while

;\Ii-. Fulkerson also attends its services. Having
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spent almost his entire life in Mayfield township.

Mr. Fulkerson lias a wide and favorable acquaint-

ance and occupies a prominent place among the

leading agriculturists of his community.

JOHN H. LEWIS.

The thriving city of De Kalb owes much of its

prosperity, doubtless, to its favorable location. It

is far enough from Chicago to do something in the

way of an independent career, yet near enough to

feel the impulse of the energetic life that char-

acterizes a great metropolis. The ordinary neces-

sities of a rich agricultural district demand com-

mercial facilities that explain the existence of a

center of considerable population. But nothing be-

comes more apparent when comparisons are insti-

tuted between towns similarly conditioned than

their dependence for the larger part of whatever

of conspicuous success they attain upon the char-

acter of their business men. De Kalb is an intei'-

esting illustration of this obvious truth. Tlie

presence in this community of a number of vigoi^

ous and enterprising men, engaged in the manage-
ment of its business affairs, is the key to a set of

conditions not ordinarily existing in a town of its

size. A prominent representative of this group
of citizens is the subject of this sketch.

John H. Lewis was born in Cortland, New York,

on the 23d of November, 1850. His great-grand-

parents were of "Welsh nativity and were the

founders of this branch of tlie Lewis family in

America. His paternal grandfather was a Ehode

Islander by liirth and when fourteen years of age

made his way alone to Spafford, New York, where

in his early niantiood he turned his attention to

farming. Here he subsequently purchased from

the government a tract of Iniul and developed

it into a farm. For many years this constituted

the family homestead. Here James K. Lewis was

born in 1822. To the Welsh blood of his pioneer

ancestors there had been added a strain of that

strenuous nationality known as Scotch-Irish—in

which there is no drop of Irish—and which is so

proudly claimed by a large number pf very capable

people in our American public life. He grew up
in Spafford, availed himself of the ordinary facil-

ities for an education and further cultivated him-

self by the profitable experience of school teach-

ing. i\jnbitious for a more notable career he

graduated from the Geneva Medical College and

several years later he added a post-graduate course

in Push Medical College, Cliicago. He practiced

for some time in Onondaga county, New York,

and in 18.52 he removed to Illinois and settled

in the town of St. Charles, in Kane county.

Dr. Lewis soon won recognition as a successful

physician. He had the arduous experiences of a

country practitioner and thus became inured to the

hardships incident to such a life. He did not con-

fine himself wholly to the duties of his profession,

however, and soon became known as one of the

prominent business men of his locality. He was

one of the organizers of the Kerwin & Lewis Bank

and was also one of the founders of a pioneer drug
store in St. Charles, which is still in operation.

Dr. Lewis married Louise M. Ferguson, who was

born at Truxton, New York. She was the daugh-
ter of John H. Ferguson, a prominent member of

the bar at that place. Her brother, John H. Fer-

guson, Jr., was one of the leading attorneys at

^Si'v.Charles, where he resided for many years. He
also maintained an office in Chicago where he was

a partner of General Farnsworth, so widely known

as an officer in the war of the Eebellion and as a

meml)er of congress from the Kane county dis-

trict. The Fergusons were of Scotch ancestry and

members of the clan McFergus, as the name sug-

gests.

Dr. and Mrs. Lewis had two children, John H.

and his sister, Genivie. Mrs. Lewis was in delicaie

healtli for some years before the close of her lite

and was most devotedly and lovingly attended by
her faithful daughter. She died February 14,

1903. The old home was given up some months

later and Dr. Lewis and his daughter removed to

De Kail) and made their home with the son and

brother. Here he died on February 14, 1907, on

the fourth anniversary of the death of his wife.

John H. Lewis was two years of age when hi.s

father removed to Illinois. He spent his child-

hood and youth in St. Charles in the home of his

parents. He acquired his education in the west

side public schools and when eighteen years old

went to Sycamore and began his business career

as an employe in the drug tore of Harkness &

Stevens. After a year in the service of this firm

he went to Chicago where he was employd by a
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wliolesale firm on Kaiidolph street. A year later lie

returned to De Kalb county and formed a business

connection with J. E. Elwood & Brotlier, drug-

gists, having charge of their boolcs and drug de-

partment. He remained in that ijosition until

May, 1877. He spent the succeeding summer

is Minnesota, but in the following September he

returned to De Kalb and on the 15th of that month

he purchased a half interest in the drug business

of Hiram Ellwood. In the following February
he bought Mr. Ellwood's interest and assumed en-

tire control of the business. He continued in the

drug business for several years, but finally sold his

stock and good will to J. C. Garner & Son, who

continue tlie business at the corner of Main and

Second streets.

Mr. Lewis then went to Texas and engaged in

the cattle business for a time, although he retained

his principal De Kalb holdings and thus con-

tinued to be identified with the town. . On the 10th

of April, 1892, he purchased a controlling inter-

est in the First National Bank of De Kalb, of

which he had been a director for several years.

He was elected president and continued in that

position until October, 1903, when, on account of

ill health, he retired from the management and

sold the larger part of his stock, although remain-

ing a member of the board of directors.

The unequivocal success of Mr. Lewis as bank

president is too generally known in De Kalb county

to require the services of a chronicler. Quite early

in his experience in that capacity he encountered

the trying days of 1893, when one business after

another fell apart like a house of cards. He is not

likely to forget those days of storm and stress and

the native caution of his disposition was intensified

by the perils which all commercial enterprises were

obliged to face. The First National Bank has had

a phenomenal history and its success is due in

largo measure to the patient and absorbing atten-

tion which it received from its lalwrious and tire-

less president. By no means the smallest of its

assets was the system of banking ethic which Mr.

Lewis insisted upon as necessary to the management
of an institution which is the custodian of so large

a part of the funds of the business public.

De Kalb is widely known for its smoke stacks.

It is a well established tradition in this community
that healthy factories are the life of the towns.

"Let no desiralile manufactTirins- establishment

escajje"' might be inscribed ujjon the gates of the

city as its most appropriate motto. In the busi-

ness of promoting such enterprises Mr. Lewis has

been especially active. In that connection he was

largely instrumental in securing the location here

of the shoe factory, the Abram Ellwood Manufac-

turing Company, the Melville Clark Piano Com-

pany and other plants that have contributed to the

prosperity of the city.

Mr. Lewis is a member of the Commercial Club

and of the Masonic fraternity, being connected

with the lodge, the chapter and the commandery,
and with Medina Temple of the Mystic Shrine in

Chicago. He is also affiliated with De Kalb lodge.

No. 765, B. P. 0. E. Politically he is a republican.

He has been a faithful servant of the municipality,

having served twelve years as a member of the

Ijoard of aldermen and an equal period as a mem-
ber of the school board. He has also been treas-

urer of the Northern Illinois State Nonnal School

since the organization of the institution. He has

often been solicited to accept public offices of

larger honors, but has as persistently declined

them.

On the 1st of October, 188-4, Mr. Lewis was

united in marriage to Miss Mary Ellwood, the

second daughter of Colonel I. L. Ellwood. Two

children were bom to them, James E. and Harriet

Louise. The former is a graduate of the De Kalb

high school and in the fall of 1907 will finish hiy

preparation for Yale University. Mrs. Lewis

passed away after a brief illness on the 20th day

of December, 1903.

Mr. Lewis is extremely domestic in his habits.

Ho is rarely missing from his home except when

obeying the peremptory calls of business. It is

there that he looks for the satisfaction of those

higher needs of life that make for permanent hap-

piness. His devotion to his family is a most in-

teresting manifestation of his character. He was

a loving and faithful husband, and is a most fond

and companionable parent. In- his ministry to

his aged father he has manifested that filial piety

which the old Eoman chroniclers so loved to com-

memorate and in the affection which joins him to

his devoted sister there is a perpetuation of the ties

of childhood which is as touching as it is deserving.

As a business man he is fearless in protecting the

interests entrusted to his care. He is positive in his

convictions and will not deviate from what he con-
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ceives to be a wise administration of affairs, even

at the risk of offending those whose friendship he

covets. The people have confidence in his honesty
and capacity, for the enterprises with which he has

been connected have been uniforndy successful and

have been conducted in such a way as to win the

approval of those who believe in "the square deal."

Mr. Lewis is quite disposed to shun the more

pretentious display of social life, but he has a

warm greeting for tlie friends who love to seek the

very agreeable hospitality of his beautiful home.

He is an intelligent and discriminating observer

of current affairs and does not get his opinions at

second hand. He has made a well defined place for

himself in the history of De Kalb county and its

annals would be incomplete without its recog-

nition.

MAEY ELLWOOD LEWIS.

Mary Ellwood Lewis was born in Do Kail)" on

the 18th of March, 1863. With the exception of

the years of absence devoted to education and

travel her life was spent in tliis community. Here

she was married to John H. Lewis on the 1st of

October, 1884, and a new home was begun with all

of the countless ministries of love. It was here

that her son and daughter were born and it was

from her beautiful home that a mourning multi-

tude followed her stricken family as she was borne

to the quiet city of the dead. This was her home
and she had no disposition to go elsewhere except
for those restful interruptions of routine that break

the steady tension of care and yield new strength
for the countless duties that so absorbingly oc-

cupy body and brain and heart. It is impossible
to tell except in a most imperfect way the story
of a personality so lovingly and reverently treas-

ured in the hearts of all who knew her.

Mary Ellwood .was the second daughter of Mr.

and Mrs. Isaac L. Ellwood. Her early education

was olitained in the public schools. In 1878 she

entered the Eockford Seminary and graduat.fd
four years later. The following year was spent at

Smith College, Northampton. Massachusetts. In

1883 she went abroad for a year to travel and was

married soon after lier return. On a subsequent
visit to Europe, with a group of highly congenial

lady friends, she managed a delightful coaching

trip from London to Glasgow. For several years

the family home was on North First street, near

the well known Ellwood mansion, but in 1900 Mr.

Lewis built the new residence on the corner of Col-

lege and Park avenues which was first occupied
about the time of the Christmas festivals of that

year. For the three succeeding years the home
that had l)een so carefully planned was the scene

of her inspiring life. Only those from the outside

world who were privileged to be frequent guests

at its hospitable fireside can understand the fine

comradeship of whii-h this wife and mother was

capable.

The first impression which Mrs. Lewis made

upon one who was yet in the process of becoming

acquainted with her was that of perfect simplicity

and frankness. She had spent her life in a com-

munity remarkable for its sense of social equality.

She was true to all of the traditions of the town

in that particular. Her nature was too healthful

and strong and sane to suffer from the infirmities

of weak minds. She needed none of the artificial

distinctions with which so many clothe themselves

for the protection of their precious dignities.

There was always a native modesty, also, which

heightened the charm of her unpretentiousness.

Yet with it all there was a quiet dignity which

indicated the poise and sense of resource that

come from the training of the schools and from

seeing one's familiar surroundings projected

against the background of other lands and old

civilizations. One saw at once that he was in the

presence of a woman of intelligence who appreci-

ated the elements of power that had come into her

life and who valued them for the real enrichment

which they yielded. What was at first an imjires-

sion regarding her in these particulars was con-

firmed as intimacy increased.

Mrs. Lewis inlrerited a buoyancy and joyous-
ness that were distinctive traits of her character.

She loved the sunny side of the road. She had the

physical exuberance that comes from good health

and it overflowed into her mental life. She found

a large place for the delicious mirthfulness that

sweetens experience with the music of laughter.

It has been remarked that the ability to appreciate

humor is a certificate of the sanity of one's mind.

But it indicates more ; it expresses a largeness

and sense of strength and of adequacy. So many
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people are overwhelmed by the solemnity of life

and by its inevitable tragedies. They cannot hold

their own against these dreadful realities. How
tonic are those bountiful natures that knowing all

possibilities can yet meet the facts of the world

with a smiling face, discovering under all of its

stern fatalism a gracious benignity that does not

forget our low estate. And this was her attitude

toward life if one could trust his own impressions

of what seemed very clear. It was the healthful

mirth of one who sees the joy of living and who

holds to that optimistic philosophy wliich makes

tlie best of everything. She brushed aside most of

the annoying perplexities that are often a grievous

burden to those less happily endowed. She did

not borrow trouble and whatever came she reduced

to its lowest terms. AVliile this attitude was easy

for her because of her abounding strength and

courage it seemed also to be in harmony with her

theory of the way in which one should meet the

vicissitudes of experience.

Another manifestations of her character was

seen in her fearlessness and sense of mastery. She

was an excellent horse-woman and only smiled

where others would express alarm. In a similar

spirit she found matters of business attractive and

kept herself informed as to what was doing in the

markets of the world, yet it was so unobtrusively

done that only those who shared her daily life

could know of it. She was an admirable leader in

those practical affairs that all social oi-gauizations

finally rest upon and liy natural selection she very

often found herself where the liurdens are heaviest.

She was a very stanch worker and made little of

what she did, however. When complimented upon
the service that she rendered she turned the praise

aside with modest diffidence or with a pleasing jest.

She was herself so large-minded that they seemed

but trifles. It is pleasing to dwell upon these

traits of character with which everyone was famil-

iar who knew her at all well, yet her view respect-

ing them was absolutely correct. The crying pity

is that so few can see them as she did.

The quality that was most attractive, however,

and that gave her a place in the community which

probably was not occupied by any other woman was

her kindness. Pestalozzi, the great Swiss re-

former, built his philanthropic system for the re-

demption of his country upon the idea that the

poet has so tersely expressed in the simple couplet :

"Ah, yet when all is thought and said

The heart still overrules the head.''

It is natural for all to admire superior intel-

lectual endowments. They are indispensable to

the best welfare of society, for the thinker and the

man who knows are the ones to whom we turn for

the theoretical solution of our problems; it is

kindness, the supreme quality of the heart, that

wins the grateful allegiance of the world, how-

ever, and it will always be so. This disposition

of Mrs. Lewis was so generally understood that

she was relied upon to meet a large number of the

needs of the unfortunate. Wliat she did was char-

acteristically done. It was so quietly and unosten-

tatiously attended to that few knew of it and they

were not always the ones most vitally involved in

it. Especially was she sympathetic toward the

young who aspired to make something of them-

selves through education. There were always poor

but ambitious boys at college and fine, hard-work-

ing girls at the Normal School who owed their op-

portunity to her. She disclaimed any credit for it,

declaring that since the sacrifice was not great the

praise should be correspondingly small. Thus good

sense and wholesomeness were among her most

charming qualities. One finds himself constantly

recurring to some manifestation of them as he

dwells upon her memory. Nothing of self-con-

sciousness or of over valuation seemed to find a

])lacc in her well balanced living. She went toward

life in all of its aspects with the unspoken but per-

haps half-conscious maxim: "Do the right thing

and make no fuss about it."

There was a clear and well defined place in her

philosophy of life for the religious idea. She was

an active member of the Congregational church

and carried a large part of its manifold luirdens.

In contemplating her character it is easy to see

that religion expressed a fundamental need of her

character. From its finalities she derived those

profound conceptions that gave the ultimate

grounds upon which she rested her life. But there

was nothing of the narrow sectarian about her.

While her thought was large and liberal, it was

far from being neutral and colorless. It gave a

depth and richness to her character that can be

suggested rather than described. Those who knew

her best from this point of view speak with hushed
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voices of what was sometimes shyly or inadver-

tently revealed to them. She expressed her creed

in terms of life rather than in words. She pre-

ferred to talk but little of what was very sacred to

her. She was not fluent in religious j)hrases and

never pressed her views ujion others. It is eajy

to assume to know the things that lie below the free

expression of those with whom our lives are cast

and often, perhaps, we may judge correctly. There

was little room to doubt respecting her profound
convictions when in her gentle way she revealed

the presence of some pervading truth that gave a

fine coloring to all of her courageous, but unob-

trusive life.

From what has been said it will be inferred that

Mrs. Lewis was most of all a home-maker and that

it was there that her spirit had its fullest expres-

sion. A glad and bountiful life filled all the ample

spaces where she dwelt. Those who were familiar

there had no trouble in understanding whv the

evenings found the family circle complete. To
him who was encumbered with tlie strenuous duties

of an honorable and most responsible calling it was

a haven of rest, from which it was quite impossi-
ble to entice him except upon some call of real

urgency. Few men spend so little of their leisure

outside their own door. The young life of the

home found it similarly congenial and attractive.

It was a fine, simple, Joyous comradery that one

found there—such a one as warms one's heart

when he finds it and makes him want to express
his gratitude in some quiet way that speech would

profane.

The final illness of Mrs. Lewis was very brief.

The suddenness of her taking away was like a

stroke of lightning from a clear sky. She knew
the possibilities very soon, but was the same brave

hearted woman through it all. It was the first

break for more than thirty years in the family
circle from which she came. Earely has a family
sorrow been so completely a community sorrow.

More than three years have passed since that

mournful Sabbath of December 20, 1903, when

the word sped about the community that she could

not recover. But the hurrying months have not

dimmed the sweetness of her gracious life. It was

of such that the poet sang when he penned tho.^e

words of hope that have cheered so many afflicted

ones when their own were taken awav :

"There is no death I AVhat seems so is transition ;

This life of mortal breath

Is but a suburb of the life elysian,

Whose portal we call death."

WILLIAM DUFFY.

William Duffy, who follows farming in Clinton

township, was born on the 2d of May, 1854, in

the state of New York, his parents being Martin

and Bridget Duffy, who are mentioned elsewhere

in this work. No event of special importance oc-

curred to vary the routine of farm life for William

Duify in his boyhood days. He was early traineil

to habits of industiy and economy, and these traits

have borne rich fruit in his later life. Having ar-

rived at years of maturity he sought a companion
and helpmate for life's journey in his marriage to

Miss Sarah Boyland, who has indeed been a faith-

ful companion to him. She w^as born in Clinton

towTiship, May 31, 18.54, her parents being natives

of Ireland who came to the United States in 1848

and who were farming people of De Kalb countV;

but who are both now deceased. In their family
were nine children, of whom Mrs. Duffy was the

second. On the 4th of February, 1879, she gave
her hand in marriage to William Duffy, and their

union has been blessed with seven children : Katie,

who was born March 9, 1881, and died at the age
of seven years; Mary A., who was born June 7,

1882, and is the wife of Frank McCormick, a

farmer of Shabbona township; Martin, who was

bom February 22, 1884, and died at the age of

four years; Sadie A., who was born September 12.

1886, and is the wife of Edward McCormick, a

resident farmer of Shabbona township; William

A., who was born July 5, 1887
; Nellie A., who was

born November 4, 1888, and is still at home; and

Anna I., who was born October 24, 1891, and is

now attending the Normal School at De Kalb.

Illinois.

Following his marriage Mr. Duffy rented land in

De Kalb coimty for several years. He then

bought a farm of one hundred and sixty acres and

later added ninety-five acres, so that he then had

two hundred and fifty--five acres, constituting a

valuable tract. He has since sold one hundred and

thirty acres. His entire life has been given to tlio



PAST AND PRESENT OF DE KALB COUNTY. 241

work of tilling the soil and caring for the crops

and annually he gathers rich harvests, which are

the reward for the care and labor he bestows upon
his fields. In politics he is an earnest republican

and though never a politician in the sense of office

seeking, he has served as school director for six

years. He is interested in community affairs to

the extent of giving hearty co-operation to many
movements which have for their object the welfare

of the district, and he and his family are members

of St. James Catholic church at Lee, Illinois.

JOHN TUDOE.

John Tudor is one of the venerable citizens of

De Kalb county, having passed the eighty-seventh

milestone on life's journey. For many years no

was closely connected with farming interests, but

is now living retired, deriving his income from

the rental of his farm.

Mr. Tudor was bom in England on the 22d of

February, 1830. No event of special importance
occurred to vary the routine of his life in his boy-

hood and youth. The first really noteworthy event

La his history occurred in 1842, in which year he

was married to Miss Martha Harper, also a native

of England. They remained residents of thr.t

country until 1856, when, hoping to provide a bet-

ter living for himself and family in the new world

Mr. Tudor brought his wife and children to the

United States. He did not tarry on the Atlantic

coast, but made his way at once» into the interioi

of the country and settled on a farm on section 10,

De Kalli townshi|i. this county, where he now lives.

Pie is till' owiior of one liundred and twenty acres of

land, which he purchased in 18.56 for twenty dol-

lars per acre. That was considered an exorbitant

price at the time, but the increase in population,

augmenting the demand for property, and the im-

provements he has placed upon his farm makes it

today worth one hundred and fifty dollars per acre.

For many years Mr. Tudor carried on the work .:f

the fields, plowing, planting and harvesting, and

by his capable management and unfaltering per-

severance, winning a goodly measure of success.

He is now living retired, leaving the active work of

the fann to others, while he is enjoying well-earned

rest.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Tudur were boru nine chil-

dren: Emma, born February 7, 1844
j John F..

born September 1, 1845
; George, born August 13,

1847; Edwin, born March 6, 1849; Ellen, bom

April 30, 1850; Henry T., bom September 6,

1851; H. 0., born April G, 1856; J. R., born Sep-

tember 18, 1860 ;and Fanny, bom August 27, 1863.

The wife and mother died in the year 1864, and

the daughter, Fanny, is now acting as her father's

housekeeper, having taken charge of the house-

hold at the age of twelve years. Mr. Ttidor has

been reared in the faith of the Episcopal church.

His life has been manly and sincere. As the

years have passed, he has lalaored earnestly and

persistently for his family and the many good

qualities which he has displayed, have won him

a host of warm friends. He has now been a

resident of the county for more than a half cen-

tury and has witnessed great changes here. Land

which was wild and uncultivated at the time of his

arrival, has been transformed into fine farms and

everything is indicative of the onward march of

civilization. Roads have been laid out, stibstantial

residences have replaced the old time cabins and

there is a remarkable difference in the methods of

farming now in vogue to those which were utilized

during the early days of his connection with farm-

ing interests. He recalls many interesting remi-

niscences of pioneer life and justly deserves men-

tion among the early settlers of the county.

FRANK R. TIfOKPE.

Frank R. Thorpe, who is engaged in farming

operations and is meeting with well merited suc-

cess, makes a specialty of raising red polled cattle.

lie was born in Victor township, this county, July

16, 1872, and comes of English descent. His pa-

rents were William and Rebecca Thorpe, both na-

tives of England, and the father was bom in 1835,

while the mother's birth occurred in 1834. She Js

still living, her home being now in Waterman, but

Mr. Thorpe has passed away. They came to the

United States in 1872 and settled upon a farm in

Victor township, De Kalh county, where Mr.

Thorpe carried on general agricultural pursuits

until his life's labors were ended in death. His

familv numbered five children: William S..
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bom in 1865; George F., bom in 1867; Frank E. ;

Anna E., born in 1874; and one who died in in-

fancy.

Frank E. Thorpe was reared in the usual man-

ner of farm lads. He attended the common schools

of the neighborhood and worked in the fields dur-

ing the summer months. After his education was

completed his entire time and attention were given

to farm labor. He sought a companion and lielp-

mate on life's journey in 1903, being married on

the 26th of October, of that year, to Miss Hilda M.

Johnson, who was born in Sweden, May 15, 1880,

her parents being John and Josephine Johnson,

who are mentioned in connection with the sketch

of their son, Theodore Johnson, on another page
of this work. At the time of his marriage Mr.

Thorpe took up his abode on the farm on which

he still lives. He purchased eighty acres of this

land and in addition to this tract he also operates

one hundred and si.xty acres. He works industri-

ously and his life of activity and diligence has

brought to liim a goodly measure of prosperity.

In addition to the tilling of the soil, he makes a

specialty of raising red polled cattle.

Mr. Thorpe exercises his right of franchise in

support of the men and measures of the republican

party, and while he has never sought or desired

office, he has served for three years as school di-

rector. He and his wife hold membership in the

Methodist Episcopal church of Waterman and con-

tribute liberally to its support. They enjov the

high regard of all who know them, for their man\-

good qualities are such as awaken respect and ad-

miration in every land and clime. Mr. Thorpe is

now busily engaged in his famiing operations with

good prospects before him and has already gained
success that many men of much older years might
envv.

EDWAED FEANKLIN SHELLABEEGER.

While the history of E. P. Shellaberger is not

unlike that of many other men it is, nevertheless,

noteworthy from the fact that a spirit of self-

reliance, a laudable ambition and an unfaltering

purpose have constituted the strong elements in

his career, enabling him to make continuous ad-

vancement until he is todav a forceful factor in

manufacturing and business circles in De Ivalb.

He was bom in Tippecanoe, Ohio, September 25,

1853, a son of Michael M. and Elizabetli Jane

(Young) Shellaberger, natives of Pennsylvania
and of Covington, Ohio, respectively. In early
life the father followed mechanical pursuits and
later engaged in merchandising. His sketch ap-

pears elsewhere in this volume. He had a brother,
Samuel Shellaberger, who was a soldier of the

war of the Eebellion and, being captured, was

incarcerated for some time in Andersonville prison.
He died in the service.

Edward F. Shellaberger in his boyhood days
was a student in the public schools of Hamilton,

Missouri, and afterward of Brownville, Nebraska.

On putting aside his te.xt-books he began bridge

building and operated in Missouri, Iowa, Kansas
and Nebraska in connection with the firm of C. W.
Wheeler & Companj'. Leaving that employ in

1883, he went to Ohio, since which time he has

been connected with the fence business. From
the Buckeye state he made his way to Beaver

Falls, Pennsylvania, where he was connected with

the manufacture and sale of fencing for about
four years. In the fall of 1891 he came to De
Kalb and organized the De Kalb Fence Company
and the Union Fence Company, both of which
are still doing business in nearly all of the states

and territories of the country. An eastern com-

pany is also manufacturing his patent fence. The

company of which Mr. Shellaberger was the foun-

der was the first to introduce woven wire fence

to tlie public in this country through the trade.

The establishments of which he is now the head
are large and important industrial enterprises and
the plants are well equipped with modern machin-

ery and every facility for successfully carrying on
the business and producing the best results.

On the 2d of November, 1881, Mr. Shellaberger
was married in Hamilton, Missouri, to Miss Rosa

E. Davis, who was bom in Breckenridge, Missouri,

September 25, 1861. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Shella-

berger were bom three children: Jesse B., born

February 28, 1885; Walter B., June 36, 1S91
;

and Alva E., May 6, 1896.

In politics Mr. Shellaberger is a repulilican. He

belongs to Eden lodge. No. 190, I. 0. 0. F., and to

Hamilton encampment, No. 77. both of Missouri.

The family home is on North Fourth street in De
Kalb and the spirit of good cheer and of hospitality
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which prevails render it a favorite resort with their

many friends. Mr. Shellaberger is a man of most

generous spirit and liberal disposition and his

friendships are of the strongest type. It is a

point of honor and principle with him to faith-

charge an obligation, and these traits of his char-

fully meet a trust, keep an engagement and dis-

acter have made him an honored man. Moreover,

he has gained a richly merited measure of success,

for without financial aid in early manhood he

started out to win the battles of life and has come

off conqueror in the strife.

HIEAM HOLCOMB.

Hiram Holcomb, formerly engaged in general

farming in Sycamore township and now living re-

tired at Xo. 219 East Exchange street in the city

of S3'camore, was born October 30, 1838, in New-

stead, Erie county. New York. He is descended

from New England ancestry, established in Amer-

ica in colonial days. His paternal grandparents

were Orator and Hannah (Terry) Holcomb, na-

tives of Massachusetts and of Connecticut, re-

spectively. At an early day they removed to the

Empire state, and after living for a time in Oneida

county. New York, became residents of Erie

county, where they remained until 180.5, at which

time they took up their abode in Canandaigua, On-

tario county. New York. Four years later they

settled at Attica, Wyoming county, which, however.

at that time was a part of Genesee county. There

Orator Holcomb purchased a tract of land that

was a part of the Holland purchase and which had

been sold h\ Eobert Morris to the Amsterdam

Company. The entire tract comprised three mil-

lion, five hundred thousand acres in New York,

tying along the Massachusetts border.

It was upon the old farm homestead there that

George Holcomb, father of our subject, spent his

early years. He was born, however, in Sangerfield,

Oneida county. New York, June 8, 1798. His

youth was largely devoted to assisting his father

in clearing the land and cultivating the fields. In

1819 he was married to Bula Hosington. and

started out in life on his own account with sixty

acres of land, which he received as a gift from

his father. The young couple began housekeeping

in a cabin built of bass wood logs, and when the

place was sold a few years later they removed to

the adjoining town of Darien, where Mr. Holcomb.

purchased another farm, which he operated for

three years. He then again bought a farm adjoin-

ing his father's place in Attica township, but after

a brief period removed to Orangeville, and still

later to Darien. He again became a landowner

there and while residing upon that farm was called

upon to mourn the loss of his wife in 1836. In

1837 he was united in marriage to Caroline A.

Hebbard, and they settled on a farm in Newstead.

Erie county, New York, but in 1848 disposed of

that property, preparatory to removing to Illi-

nois. They traveled by team to Buffalo and then

with their team and household goods embarked on

a steamer which carried them to Chicago. From

that place they drove across the country to De Kalb

county, and George Holcomb purchased eighty

acres on sections 34 and 35, Sycamore township.

The only improvements upon the tract were a log

house and straw stable, but the former was soon

replaced by a comfortable frame dwelling and

other modern improvements were afterward added.

There the father lived until his death, carrying on

the work of the farm successfully and energetically

until he departed this life in October, 1878. In

the meantime liis second wife died and he married

Harriet Stillwell.

Hiram Holcomb is the elder of the two children

born of his father's second maiTiage and was but

a boy when he came with his parents to the mid-

dle west. He attended the country schools and

under his father's direction gained thorough and

practical knowledge of agricultural pursuits. He
also hauled wood with oxen in the early days, and

he did the work of the farm at a time when most

of the labor was performed by hand, there being

little of the improved farm machinery now in use.

Mr. Holcomb was married on the 4th of Fel)-

ruary, 1863, to Miss Clara Benton Dow, a daugh-

ter of Agrippa Dow, who was born in New Hamp-
shire and came with her parents to Illinois when

only three months old, her father being a farmer

of Mayfield township. Soon after his marriage

Mr. Holcomb settled on the old homestead farm

of one hundred and fourteen acres, where he car-

ried on general agricultural pursuits and stock-rais-

ing, being thus successfully and extensively engaged
until 1896, when he removed to Sycamore, where
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he lias since lived, occupying one of the pleasant

and attractive residences of the city. He owned one

hundred and fourteen acres and for some time he

and his brother were in partnership, having two

hundred and twenty-eight acres together.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Holcomb have been born

four sons and a daughter, but two sons, George D.

and Frank, are deceased. Those still living are:

Sanford A., who married Clara Varly and lives in

Sycamore; Arthur H., who wedded Clara Boyn-
ton and also lives in Sycamore; and Mildred Flor-

ence, the wife of Alvin Resch, who is in the print-

ing business in Sj'camore, being part owner of the

True Republican. The sons are engaged in the

lumber, grain and hardware business in Sycamore,
in Esmond and Charter Grove, and are conducting

business under the firm name of Holcomb Brothers,

meeting with excellent success.

Mr. Holcomb exercises his right of franchise in

support of the men and measures of the democracy,

and in 188G was elected on the party ticket to the

general assembly, where he served for one term.

For eighteen years he filled the office of road com-

missioner in Sycamore township, and at all times

he has been loyal and progressive in citizenship,

but his time and energies have been chiefly given

to his farming and stock-raising interests, which

have been to him a source of very gratifying suc-

cess.

JEFFEESON 0. STARK.

In the death of Jefferson 0. Stark Sycamore
and De Kalb county was called upon to mourn a

citizen whom they could ill afford to lose, for his

personal worth and business activity made him a

valued resident of this part of the state. He was

well known to the majority of citizens in De Kalb

county, for his entire life was here passed. His

birth occurred on the 4th of April, 1847, on the

present site of the Ward house in Sycamore. He
was a son of Marshall Stark, whose birth occurred

in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, August 12, 1813.

The paternal grandparents, Oliver and Betsy

(Dixon) Stark, were both natives of the Keystone
state and were descended from old New England
stock, tracing the line back to the same ancestrv

from which General Stark of Revolutionary fame

was descended.

Marshall Stark was reared in the county of his

nativity and after acquiring a good education de-

voted his early life to teaching school during the

winter months, while in the summer seasons he

was engaged in the work of the farm. The tide

of immigration was steadily flowing westward,

bringing to the Mississippi valley hundreds of sub-

stantial settlers from the older east, who recog-

nized the natural resources of the country and be-

gan its development. In the summer of 183.5

Marshall Stark made his way to Illinois and se-

cured a claim near Rockford in Winnebago county,

but made no permanent settlement at that time.

On returning to Pennsylvania he taught school

through the succeeding winter but in the spring
of 1837 he again came to De Kalb county, locating

a claim on what are now sections 20 and 21, Syca-

more township. He purchased his land from the

government when it was placed upon the market

and in true pioneer style began life in the west,

his home being a log cabin which he built near

the timber. He turned the first furrows in his

fields and continued the work of improving his

farm until the fall of 1841, when he again went

to Pennsylvania, being married there on the oth

of October of that year to Miss Louisa Tyler, a

native of Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, born

December 16, 1820, and a daughter of Ro3'al and

Mary (Southwick) Tyler, both of whom were na-

tives of Connecticut. They settled in Pennsylva-

nia in the fall of 1820 and there the daughter
Louisa was reared to womanhood.

Two weeks after their marriage Mr. and Mrs.

Stark .started for their new home in the west,

driving across the country with horse teams. The

log cabin remained their place of abode for three

yeai's and was then replaced by a more comfort-

able and pretentious frame residence, in which

they resided for a long period. Careful of ex-

penditures, industrious and energetic in his work.

Mr. Stark entered upon an era of prosperity that

gained him the reputation of being one of the

most energetic, thrifty and capable business men
in De Kalb county. His fitness for official service

was also recognized and in 1848 he was elected

sheriff of the county, in which capacity he served

for three years. At the beginning of his service

he removed to Sycamore and during his term of
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office he opened a hotel in Sycamore, which he con-

ducted for six years. At the end of that time,,

however, he sold out his business interests in the

county seat in 1853 and returned to his farm,

which comprised five hundred acres of fine land,

well improved and conveniently and pleasantly

located about a mile and a half from Sycamore.
He was called to several public offices, serving as

assessor, school director and supervisor of liis

township, and was a member of the county board at

the time of his death. He did not confine his at-

tention to one line of business but extended his

efforts to other fields of activity and became ex-

tensively interested in the lumber business, spend-

ing two winters in the pineries of Michigan. In

1874, in partnership with his son, Theron M..

lie established a large lumberyard in Sycamore,
which he carried on with pronounced success until

his death on the 2Gth of December, 1882, when he

was sixty-nine years of age. He also engaged in

buying and selling stock and grain for many years
and that business proved equally profitable. In

fact, he carried forward to successful completion
whatever he undertook and his energy, ready

adaptability and far-sighted sagacity constituted

the salient factors in his financial advancement.

Both he and his wife were members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church of Sycamore, to the sup-

port of which they contributed liberally, making
generous donations also for the erection of the

house of worship and taking a helpful part in

many of the church activities. Mrs. Stark sur-

vived her husband for about ten years and died

July 1, 1892.

They were the parents of ten children : Har-

mon M., a farmer residing in Kingston township;
Martha S. the wife of Hosea W. Atwood, living in

Jasper county, Iowa; Mary E., the wife of L. C.

Harris, of Genoa township; Jefferson 0., of this

review ; Henry J., residing in Sycamore ; Theron

]\I., who also resides in Sycamore; Ada L., the wife

•of James Maitland, of Sycamore township ; Ella

A., the wife of A. W. Brower, of Sycamore ;
Emma

J., the wife of Charles AViggins, of Nebraska,

and Hattie M., the wife of Burton W. Lee, of

Sycamore towni;hip.

At the usual age Jefferson 0. Stark began his

education in the public schools. He was a youth
flf only eighteen when he enlisted in the army, the

fires of patriotism liurning strong within his

breast. It was on the IStii of February, 186.5.

that he was enrolled as a member of Company F,

One Hundred and Forty-seventh Illinois Infantry,

serving with distinction for a little more than a

year, when he was honorably discharged, return-

ing home with a creditable military record at the

age of nineteen. There is nothing that so quickly

develops the boy into the man as the hardships,

rigors and experiences of war, and the boy who
went to the front came home to take his place as

a man in promoting the world's work. He engaged
in buying and shipping stock and also in real

estate operations and continued in these lines

tliroughout his remaining days, meeting with pro-

nounced success. For several years he acted as

solicitor for the commission firm of Shannon

Brothers, of Chicago. As the years passed his

business grew to such proportion that he became

one of the wealthy men of the county and at his

death left to his family a valuable estate.

On the 13th of November, 1875, Mr. Stark was

married to Miss Lydia Carver, a native of Luzerne

county, Pennsylvania, who was born in Lemon

township, August 1, 1850. She is a daughter of

Jabez and Ellen (Jackson) Carver and now re-

sides in a beautiful home at No. 633 De Kalb

avenue, which she owns. Her friends are many
and, as was her husband, slie is held in high es-

teem by all who know her. Mr. Stark was a man
of stout build, well proportioned, agreeable in man-

ner and kindly in disposition, and had the good
will and confidence of all who knew him. His

name was a synonym for business integrity and

activity and his genuine personal worth was widely

acknowledged and drew to him the warm friend-

ship and kindly regard of all with whom he was

brought in contact.

FEANK NEWHALL.

Frank Newhall is residing upon the old Newhall

homestead of fifty-one and one-half acres on sec-

tion 6, Afton township. From his boyhood days

he has lived in this county and has many friends

within its borders. His birth occurred in Chester-

field, New Hampshire, on the 31st of December.

1844. The Newliall family is noted for longevity

and the ancestry of the familv can be traced back
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to a remote period in the colonial history of Amer-

ica. The great-grandfather, Hiram Xewhall, was

born in 1738 and died in 1816, while the grand-

father, William Xewhall, was born June 10, 1T83.

and died June 6, 18-58. His father, John P. Xew-

hall, was a native of Athol, Massachusetts, born

FebruaiT 20, 1817, and in 18-56 he brought his

family to De Kalb county, casting in liis lot with

the early settlers. He followed farming until his

death, which occurred ilarch 7, 1898, and was re-

garded as a reliable, enterprising business man.

who well merited the measure of prosperity that

was accorded him. His wife, who bore the maiden

name of Emeline Hopkins and whom he wedded on

the 7th of Xovember, 1841, was born in Massa-

chusetts, July 25, 1819. She survived her hus-

band for five years and passed away on the 8tl

of Xovember, 1903.

Frank Xewhall, of this review, was a lad of

twelve years when he left Xew England and ac-

companied his parents on their removal to Illi-

nois. Here he was reared on the home farm and

throughout his entire life he has been connected

with general agricultural pursuits. His educa-

tional privileges were those afforded by the com-

mon schools. After he had arrived at years of

maturity he chose a companion and helpmate for

life's journey, being married on the 4th of March.

1874, to Miss Sarah Duryee. who was born in

Osseo, Michigan, on the 22d of October, 18-53. She

came with her parents to Illinois in 1860 and her

father, who was a shoemaker by trade, is now liv-

ing in California. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Xewhall

were born three children: EfSe Belle, born

August 1, 1876: Eoy D., born March 4, 187S : and

Xina C, March 16, 1892. The wife and mother

was called to her final rest on the 4th of January.

1897, and her death was deeply regretted by many
friends as well as her immedidate family. She was

a devoted and faithful member of the Methodist

Episcopal church.

In his political views Mr. Xewhall is a repub-

lican, having been a stanch advocate of the party

since he attained his majority. The cause of edu-

cation finds in him a warm friend and he has

served as school director for six years, while at the

present writing he is a school trustee. He resides

upon the old family homestead of fifty-one and

one-half acres on section 6, Afton township, his

daughter acting as his housekeeper since her

mother's death. He has lived a quiet, unassum-

ing life, devoting his energies to his farm work,

being recognized as a citizen of worth because of

his loyaltv' to those interests which tend to promote

public progress and advance the welfare of the

communit}\

EDWIX P. KOOL.

Edwin P. Kool, who has been engaged in the

tailoring business in DeKalb since 1901, is a native

son of the middle west. He was born in Buffalo.

Iowa, March 5, 1873, his parents being Edward P.

and Mary (Herman) Kool. He is descended in

the paternal line from Holland ancestry and in the

maternal line is of German lineage. His father

was bom in Holland. February 22, 1833, and in

early life learned and followed the tailor's trade.

The mother's birth occurred in Heidelberg, Ger-

man}-, April 19, 1844. They came to America in

1866 and settled at St. Louis, Missouri, whence

they removed to Clinton, Iowa, and afterward to

ilorrison, Iowa, where they now reside. There

were thirteen children in their family of whom two

have passed away.

Edwin P. Kool, the fourth in order of birth, is

indebted to the public-school system of Morrison.

Iowa, for the educational privileges he enjoyed.

He passed through successive grades and was grad-

uataed from the high school, after which he began

learning the more difficult lessons in the school of

experience. While still a student in the public

schools he learned the tailor's trade, and when he

put aside his text-books he engaged in business

in that line. In 1901 he removed to De Kalb.

where he opened a tailoring establishment at Xo.

118 Xorth Third street, where he still continue:-.

He carries a large line of tailoring goods, employs

expert help and the work which he turns out is

most creditable and receives the endorsement of

the public generally.

Mr. Kool was married in Appleton, Wisconsin.

Januar}- 8, 1898, to Miss Gertrude Kingsbury,

who was born there March 4, 1880, a daughter of

Frank and Clara (Gross) Kingsbury. Her father

was born in Ripon. Wisconsin. July 7, 1864. Mrs.

Kool was an only child and by her marriage has

no children, ilr. Kool belongs to the Knights of
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Fythias lodge and to the Elks lodge at De Kalb.

He was at one time a musician in the state militia

and he gives his jjolitical allegiance to the repub-

lican party, while his religious faith is indicated

by his membership in the Presbyterian church. He
and his wife are pleasantly located at No. 315

Augusta street and their home is always open for

the reception of their many friends. They occupy

un enviable position in social circles and Mr. Kool

is equally well known in business, having worked

his way steadily upward to a position of promi-

nence as a tailor in De Kalli. He well merits the

success which has attended his elforts, and as the

years have gone by he has become widely and

favorably known in commercial circles.

FRANCIS EDWARD FINLEY.

Francis Edward Finley is the owner of one hun-

dred and sixty acres of choice land on section 17,

Pierce township. He was born in Batavia, Illinois,

December 3, 1847, but has resided in Pierce town-

ship from the age of eight years, at which time

he came to De Kalb county with his parents, Pat-

rick and Bridget (Sally) Finley. The father was

born in Ireland in 1824 and in the early '40s came

to America, settling first in New Y''ork where he

lived for several years. In 1845 he removed to

Batavia, where he resided for eight or ten years.

and on the expiration of that period took up his

abode in Pierce township, where he resided until

his death. He was a farmer by occupation, fol-

lowing that pursuit throughout his entire life, and

in business met with good success, accumulating
considerable property. He died in 1872, while

his wife, who was born in Ireland in 1832, long

survived him, passing away in 1892.

Francis Edward Finley became a student in the

district schools of Pierce township, and, as the

years passed by and age and strength increased

more and more, he largely engaged in the work of

the home fann. On the 15th of December, 1887,

he wedded Miss Mary Finan, who was born Octo-

ber 28, 1867, daughter of Patrick and Katherine

(Gaughan) Finan, both natives of Ireland. Her

father, who was born in 1832, died in 1887, while

the mother, who was born June 24, 1834, departed
this life on the 15th of Januarv, 1007. Tliey came to

America in the later "iOs, and, after residing some

time in New York, removed to St. Charles, Illi-

nois, afterward becoming residents of Victor town-

ship, where Mrs. Finley pursued her education in

the district schools. Unto our subject and his wife

were born eight children: Isabella M., born Feb-

ruary 25, 1888; Francis S., born December 17,

1890; Sylvester J., born October 22, 1892; Kather-

ine, born February 22, 1895; Edward, born May
22, 1896; Richard, born November 12, 1899; Wil-

fred. M., born April 3, 1903; and Dorothy C, born

August 1, 1905.

Mr. Finley and his family are members of St.

Mary's parish of De Kalb. He exercises his right

of franchise in support of the democratic partj'.

Though he inherited some property, the greater

part of what he possesses has been accumulated

through his own efforts. He has worked diligently

and persistently to acquire a goodly measure of

success and is now owner of one quarter section of

land, which is very valuable. The farm is well

tilled and well equipped and the honorable business

methods and unfaltering industry of the owner

have .secured for him the confidence and regard

of those with whom he has Iteen brought in con-

tact.

WILLIAM E. CLARKE.

William E. Clarke, now practically living retired

on his fine farm of over five hundred acres, situ-

ated in Mayfield township, is one of the highly

honored and respected citizens of De Kalb county,

He is a native son of this country, his

birth having occurred on a farm in Mayfield

township. May 4, 1851. His parents, George and

Amelia Lucy (Munt) Clarke, were both natives of

England, the former born in Walthamstow, Essex

county, February 1, 1823. He was there reared,

educated and married, his wife being a daughter of

Samuel Munt. In 1846 the father emigrated with

his family to the new world, locating first in Du

Page county, Illinois, where he made his home for

two years and then took up his abode in De Kalb

county, where he entered a tract of one hundred

and sixty acres from the government, this land

being located on section 29 in Mayfield township.

In 1884 he left the farm in charge of his son.
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George E. Clarke, and removed to Chicago, where

he operated in real-estate to some extent, although

he praetically lived retired. His death occurred in

that city in December, 1902, while his wife had

preceded him to the home beyond, her death oc-

curring on the old homestead farm, February 2.

1895. Their family numbered three sons and one

daughter: William E., of this review; Alfred L.,

a farmer of Mayfield township; George E., who

owns and operates the old homestead farm; and

Lucy L., the wife of Orlando Drake, a fanner of

Alaytield township.

William E. Clarke, the second member of the

family, received his education in the common

schools, while he was early trained to the duties of

the home farm. He remained under the parental

roof until he had reached the age of twenty-four,

when he started out upon an independent career,

choosing as his life work the occupation to which

he had been reared. As the years passed he pros-

pered in his undertakings until he is now the

owner of a fine farm of over five hundred acres.

He was for many years actively identified with

agricultural pursuits but he is now practically liv-

ing retired, leaving the more arduous duties to his

sons, in whom he finds valuable assistants. His

place is well improved witli n good residence and

modern and substantial outbuildings for the shel-

ter of grain and stock, and thus the property has

greatly enhanced in value since coming into his

possession. Mr. Clarke is likewise interested in

other realty, having land in the west and property
in Chicago and in Sycamore, and he is also a stock-

holder in the telephone company at Sycamore and

in the National Bank of Sycamore. He is every-

where known as an upright and honorable citizen,

commanding the highest esteem of all with whom
he is brought in contact.

On the 29th of June, 1875, occurred the mar-

riage of Mr. Clarke and Miss Sophia C. McMillen.

a daughter of Alexander McMillen. a farmer,

whose home adjoined that of Mr. Clarke until his

removal to Marshall county, Kansas, about twenty-
five years ago. By her marriage Mrs. Clarke be-

came the mother of six children : Evelyn A., who

is acting housekeeper for her father; Flora C,
who is now the wife of George Thompson, of

Mayfield township; Delia L., the wife of George

Drake, also of this township; Ernest G., who is

acting as assistant to his father in the manage-

ment of the farm
;
and Inez M. and William A.,

both under the parental roof. The wife and mother

passed away in 1900, and thus the community lost

one of its most estimable and highly respected

women, while the family lost a devoted wife and

mother.

Mr. Clarke gives his political support to the men
and measures of the republican party, and for the

past twenty years has served almost continuously

as school director, while at various times he has

acted as road commissioner. He attends the ser-

vices and contributes to the support of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church in Mayfield township. The

family is one most highly respected throughout

the communitj' in which they live and Mr. Clarke

is numbered among the wealthy citizens of this

section of the state. He has spent his entire life

in De Kalb county and the success which he today

enjoys is well merited, for it lias been won through

high and honorable priiiciities and through his own

well directed efforts.

EOBERT KlIMv RUNNER.

Robert Kirk Runner, manager of the gas plant

at De Kalb, was born in Freeport, Hlinois, Jan-

uary 31, 18TG. His father, Americus J. Runner.

was bom in Pennsylvania, January 21, 18.50, and

died in the year 1880. He was a jeweler who

during his business career was located at Freeport.

where most of his life was passed. It was after

his demise that his family changea their place of

residence. In early manhood he wedded Ada C.

Kirk, a native of Ohio, who is still living, making
her home with her son, Robert K., in De Kalb.

In the family were two daughters, and one son.

our subject, who is the eldest.

Robert Kirk Runner was but five years of age

at the time of his father's demise. The family

afterward went to Kansas and he was educated

in the public schools of that state. Subsequently

he worked on a farm for one year, after which he

was employed by a telephone company for two

years. He then turned his attention to the gas

business and for twelve years has been connected

with this line of industry, being now manager of

the gas plant at De Kalb. He came to this city

from Freeport in 1901 and has here made his
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hoijic for six years. Gradually he has worked his

way upward in Inisiness circles and occupies an

excellent and remunerative position, for which he

is well qualified, having tlioroughly acquainted

himself with the business in principle and detail.

In his political views Mr. Eunner is a stalwart

republican, having supported the party since age

conferred upon him the right of franchise. He is

a member of De Kalh council, No. 1059, R. A. ;

of De Kalb lodge, No. 155, I. 0. 0. F.
; and in

Masonry has taken the degrees of the blue lodge,

chapter, commandery and of the Eastern Star.

He has held offices in all of these—a fact which

indicates his personal popularity with his brethren

of the different organizations and his loyalty to

the beneficent |>rinciples upon which tnese orders

are based. He is a member of the First Congre-

gational church of De Kalb, to wnich his mother

and sisters also belong. Mr. Runner may truly be

called a self-made man, for he started out in life

without financial aid and has been dependent upon
his own resources from early years. He has Dy

honesty and energy climbed to a position of trust

and responsibility and as manger of the De Kalb

County Gas Company he is held in high esteem by
his employers and by business men generally.

JONATHAN D. WOOLSEY.

Among the residents of Sycamore who in former

years were identified with agricultural interests

but are now living retired, is numbered Jonathan

D. Woolsey, one of Ohio's native sons. He was
born Novenijjer 17, 1831, of the marriage of

Thomas and Parthena (Olmsted) Woolsey. The

father, also a native of Ohio, was born in 1800

and became one of the pioneer residents of De
Kalb county, where he arrived in 1839, making
his way to Sycamore. Soon after he purchased

government land and engaged in farming, aiding
in reclaiming a hitherto wild and uncultivated dis-

trict for the purpose of civilization. He wa.s a

self-made man and a great reader, keeping in

touch with the trend of modern thought as the

years passed by. He became a local preacher and

although he never had a regular charge he sup-

plied pulpits whenever a vacancy occurred. He
would fulfill any preaching engagement even in

the coldest weather and at personal sacrifice, and
his influence was an element in the moral develop-
ment of the community. He preached more fu-

neral sermons and performed more marriage
ceremonies than any other preacher in the

coimty. His wife, Partbena Olmsted Wool-

sey, was born in New York and for many
years they traveled life's journey together but
were separated by the death of Mr. Woolsey
at Sycamore in 1865. Mrs. Woolsey survived to

the age of nearly eighty years. In the family were

eight children, namely : John, a resident of Knox

county, Illinois; Mary, the deceased wife of J.

B. Jenness, who served as a musician with the

Union army in the Civil war and who was after-

ward a resident of Sycamore; Elmira, who be-

came Mrs. White and is now living in Minnesota

but her husband is deceased; J. D., of this re-

view; Meridan, the deceased wife of Chauncy
Beckwith of Sycamore; W. B., who is living in

Clalifornia; Mrs. Minerva Hibbard, a resident of

Denver, Colorado; and Russell, who died in child-

hood.

J. D. Woolsey is indebted to the public schools

for the educational privileges he enjoyed in youth.
He spent the first seven and a half years of his

life in the state of his nativity and came with his

parents to De Kalb county in 1839. Here he was
reared to farm labor to the age of eighteen years,
when he began learning the carpenter's trade,

which he followed for a few years. Subsequently
he learned blacksmithing and wagonmaking and

was employed in those lines for ten years, but re-

turning to the occupation to which he had been

reared, he purchased one hundred acres of land

in Sycamore township and took possession of the

farm, which at that time, however, was little im-

proved. He now owns one hundred and forty-

seven acres of land under a high state of cultiva-

tion. He has made all of the improvements upon
this property, adding to it modern machinery,

good buildings and well kept fences. For thirty-

six years he was actively and successfully en-

gaged in farming and but a few years ago he re-

tired and took up his abode in Sycamore. He now

occupies a house which he owned when a young
man but traded it toward his farm. It is now
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again in his possession and he has remodeled it.

making it a nice home.

In 1861 Mr. Woolsey was united in marriage to

Miss Sarah Parker, a most estimable lady, who

has been to her husband a faithful companion and

helpmate on the journey of life. She is a very

neat housekeeper, everything about her home be-

ing most attractive in appearance, and in manner

she is pleasant and agreeable. She was born in

Indiana and is a daughter of Nelson Parker, who

settled on a farm near Kingston, De Kalb county.

in 1855 but is now deceased. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Woolsey have been born four children, of whom
three are living: Thomas, who resides on his fath-

er's farm; Ealph, who married Miss Dora Har-

rington and is living in Sycamore; and Lena, at

home. The second son, Irving, died at the age of

twenty-four years. Mr. and Mi"s. Woolsey hold

membership in the Methodist Episcopal churcli

and his political support is given in the republican

party. He derives his income from his farm oi

one hundred and forty-seven acres and he owes

his success in life entirely to his own labors and

the assistance of his estimable wife.

T. W. DODGE.

Among the wealthy and suljstantial residents

of Malta is numbered T. W. Do;lge, who since

1905 has lived retired in this village. He is one

of the most e.xtensive landowners of De Kalb

county, having ten htmdred and fifty acres situated

in this county. Mr. Dodge was born May 30, 1838.

in Mount Holl}', Vermont, a son of Thomas and

Eliza (Conant) Dodge, the former born February
2, 1809. in lower Canada, and the latter September

12, 1807. From Canada the father made his way
to Vermont, where he made his home for some

time. In 1863 he removed to De Kalb county, Illi-

nois, and here carried on general agricultural pur-

suits until his death, which occurred in 1893, when

he had reached the very advanced age of eighty-

five years. The mother passed away in 1873.

Mr. Dodge of this review acquired his education

ill the schools of Mount Holly and was graduated
from the academy at Chester, Vermont, in 1860.

After completing his education he engaged in

teaching for seven years in Vermont, and in 1867

was married in that state to Miss Eugenia Upham.
who was born in Windham, Vermont. Following
his marriage he came to De Kalb county and here

engaged in teaching for two years, subsequent to

which time he removed to a farm in Malta town-

ship. He prospered in his undertakings and as the

j-ears passed by and his financial resources per-

mitted lie added to his landed possessions until he

became owner of ten hundred and fifty acres, as

stated above. During the years of his active con-

nection with agricultural life he worked persist-

ently and diligently, thereby acquiring the com-

petence and the property that now enables him to

live in honorable retirement. In 1905 he aban-

doned all business pursuits and removed to the vil-

lage of Malta, where he is now spending his days

in a pleasant home, surrounded by many friends

and all the comforts of life.

Unto our subject and his wife have been boru

three sons and three daughters. James W., who

was born July 26, 1868, is married and has three

children. Mabel was born April 30, 1871, and is

now the wife of Charles Adams, by whom she has

two children. Arthur V. was born August 3, 1875.

Eoy E., who was bom December 29, 1879, is mar-

ried and has three children. He is now a resident

of Oak Park, Illinois. Nellie E. was born April

10, 1882. Mary E., who completes the family, was

born July 26, 1887.

^ir. Dodge has always supported the men and

measures of the republican party and for the past

eighteen years has sen-ed as supervisor of Malta

township, being the present incumbent in that of-

fic. He has always kept well informed on political

questions and issues of the day, taking an active

interest in local political affairs and at all times

doing his full duty in citizenship. During his

long incumbency in the office of supervisor he has

rendered most faithful and efficient service and

that he has the endorsement of the public is in-

dicated by the many times he lias been chosen to

the office.

In business life he has made a most excellent

record and owes his success to his own labors. He
was equipped for life's practical and responsible

duties by a liberal education, but otherwise had

few advantages to aid him as he started out in

life. He realized that "there is no excellence

without labor" and always fully understood that

"there is no roval road to wealth."" He therefore
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started out detcniiiiit'd t<i win advauc-oiut'iit

through diligence and honorahle euort and has

thus steadily worlved his way upward, winning his

prosj^erity througli his indefatigable labor and

judicious investments. His judgment is seldom,

if ever, at fault in business matters, and he has

never been knowii to take advantage of the neces-

sities of his fellowmen in any business transactions.

He is a man of exemplary habits and his interests

are centered in his home and family. He has

passed the sixty-eighth milestone on life's journey
and his former years of toil and industry well en-

title him to the rest which he is now enjoying.

Jle and his family are highly respected, not only in

Malta, but tliroughout De Kalb county, and their

own pleasant liomc is noted for its gracious and

warm hearted hospitality.

ESKET BAXTEE.

Esket Baxter has for the past three year* -lived

retired in a comfortable home in Creston, Ogle

count}', but for many years was actively engaged
in agricultural pursuits in De Kalb county. He
still owns seven hundred acres in Malta town-

ship and one hundred and fifty-four and a half

acres in Dement township. Ogle county, from

which he derives a good annual income. He was

born January 3, 1847, at Georgehan, Devonshire,

England, a son of James and Mary Ann (Dar-

racott) Baxter, who were likewise natives of

Georgehan, Devonshire, where they lived until

1858, when they emigrated to the new world. The

father passed away in Malta township, August 12.

1885, while his wife had preceded him to the home

beyond, her death occurring January 19, 1873.

Esket Baxter was a lad of ten years Avhen he

accompanied his parents on their emigration to

the new world. He acquired his education in

the district schools of De Kalb county but his

advantages in this direction were very limited,

owing to the unsettled condition of the country.

However, he has greatly broadened his knowl-

edge through experience, reading and observation.

He was reared in much the usual manner of farm

lads, assisting his father in the development of

new land during the period of his boyhood and

youth. He remained under tlio parental roof

until he attained his majority, when in -1871 he

started out upon an indej)endent business venture.

He began farming on a tract of land on section 19,

Malta township, and through his industry and

economy he prospered in his undertakings, so that

he was enabled from time to time to add to his

landed holdings until he became the owner of

seven hundred acres of well improved land in

Malta township. In addition to this he also owns

one hundred and fifty-four and a half acres in

Dement townshijj. Ogle county. He was for a

long period engaged in general farming but three

years ago abandoned all active business pursuits

and with his wife removed to Creston in Ogle

county, where he owns a residence, in which he is

now living in honorable retirement. He is still

remembered by the residents of De Kalb county as

an honorable, upright man, who in all his deal-

ings with his fellowmen commanded their respect

and utmost confidence.

Mr. Baxter was married January 9, 1871, to

Miss Harriet Griswold, who was bom in Lake

county, Ohio, in 18-18, a daughter of Francis and

Emeline (Warner) Griswold, early pioneers of

De Kalb county. Unto our subject and his wife

have been born five children, as follows: Amy
Eliza, who is still with her parents; Malissa A.,

the wife of Charles Henderson, who operates a

farni belonging to Mr. Baxter in Malta township;

James, who married Anna Lang, likewise oper-

ating one of Mr. Baxter's farms in Malta town-

ship; Emma, the wife of William Lang, who re-

sides on one of Mr. Baxter's farms in Dement

township, Ogle county; and William, who wedded

Cora Ferguson, also living on a farm in Malta

township.

Mr. Baxter has always been an earnest sup-

porter of the republican party, casting his first

presidential ballot for General U. S. Grant. He
served as school director for nine years, also

served as pathmaster and filled several other minor

oflices. Both he and his wife are everywhere
known for the charitable deeds which they have

performed, ever being ready to lend a helping
hand to the poor and needy. He is highly re-

spected throughout De Kalb county, wnere for so

many years he made his home, and although his

residence in Creston has been brief he has already
won many warm and lasting friends. Though
starting out in life with a limited education and
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without capital he has worked his way steadily

upward from a humble position until today he is

one of the most extensive landowners in this sec-

tion of the state and his record is another indica-

tion of the fact that industry and well directed

effort are sure to be rewarded by prosperity.

WILLIAM H. RAY.

There are leaders in every community—men

who are prominent in molding public thought and

action and whose labors are an essential element

in growth, development and pirogress. Among the

leading residents of Shabbona is numbered Wil-

liam H. Ray, who has figured j^rominently in pub-
lic life because of his newspaper interests and also

as an official. He has held various offices in the

village and in the exerci.se of his official preroga-

tives lias largely advanced the work of general im-

provement.

Mr. Ray is a native of Xassau. Germany, born

Xovember 13, 1843, and in July, 1849, he came

to the new world with his parents, John and Eliza-

beth Ray, who located in Monroe county. New
Y'ork. John Ray was a coal miner in Germany
but became a farmer in this country. He resided

in the Empire state for three years and in 1851

removed with his family to Kendall county, Illi-

nois, where he first rented land. There he re-

mained for four years, after which he spent one

year in La Salle county, and in 1858 he came to

De Kalb county, purchasing an eighty-acre tract

of land in Victor township. For six years his time

and energies were devoted to its further cultivation

and development and in 1864 he removed to Shab-

bona township, where he made investment in two

hundred and forty-three acres of land. There he

lived until his death, which occurred on the 21st

of February, 1892, at the age of seventy-two years.

He was a good business man. an energetic agri-

culturist and at one time was successfully engaged
in the dairy business, keeping thoroughbred Hol-

stein cattle. In all of his business dealings he was

reliable and trustworthy, never taking advantage
of the necessities of others in a trade transaction.

His life was characterized by high and honorable

principles. He held membership in the Baptist

church, in which he served as deacon for raanv

years and also as trustee, filling the latter position,

from the time of the organization of the church

at Shabbona. He was charitable and kindly, giv-

ing freely of his means to relieve the necessities

of others, and was known throughout the com-

munity as a good neighbor and faithful friend.

His political allegiance was given the republican

party and he held a number of township offices.

His wife, who bore the maiden name of Elizabeth

Enders. was born in Nassau, Germany, and died

in 1892, at the age of seventj^-three years. They
were married in their native country in 1841 and,

like her husband, Mrs. Ray was a member of the

Baptist church.

In their family were nine children, namely:
William IL, of this review; Ferdinand, who died

at the age of twelve years; Henrietta, the wife of

George Hochstrasser, a retired farmer living at

Steward, Illinois: John Peter, a resident fanner

of Shabbona township ; Benjamin F.. a business

man of Corning, Kansas; George A., who died in

infancy; George A., the second of the name, who

became a farmer of Boone county, Illinois; Emma
a resident of Shabbona; and Harriet A., the n^ife

of M. L. Stevens, a merchant at Seaton, Illinois.

Mr. Ray was reared on the home farm and after

attending the district schools became a student

in Clark Seminary at Aurora. He taught school

through five winter seasons and in 1871 he per-

manent!}' left the farm, removing to Shabbona,
where he became agent for the Chicago & Iowa

now a part of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad Company. He acted in that capacity

for one year and at the same time was agent for

the American Express Company. He continued

with the latter company for twenty-two years as

one of its most trusted and faithful emploj'es. At

that time the postoffice was called Malma and Mi-.

Ray was made postmaster, having the office in the

depot. Previously the postoffice had been main-

tamed about a mile and a half away from the town

and he assumed the duties of that position in or-

der to accommodate his friends. For a number

of years he also acted as assistant to the railroad

agent.

In October, 1876, he bought the interest of

Bloodgood & Hunt, who were the founders of the

.Shabbona Express, and entered the field of jour-

nali.sm. The next year he became sole proprietor

and editor of the paper by purchasing the inter-
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ei-ts of Frank Bloodgood. Tlie Shabbona Express
was founded in May, 1876, by the finn of Blood-

good ct Hunt and was first printed at Sandwich

by Mr. Bloodgood, who was editor of the Sand-

wich Free Press. It was a six-column folio and

was so printed until it was made a five-column

quarto. In August, 1905, Mr. Eay enlarged the

paper to a six-column quarto. It is an independ-
ent journal, well supported by a liberal subscrip-

tion patronage, and also is a good advertising

medium. Since 1886 he has published the Lee

Gazette. He has a good job patronage and his

business now proving quite profitable. In addi-

tion to his newspaper work he is agent for the

North British Mercantile Fire Insurance Com-

pany.

In December, 1870, Mr. Bay was united in mar-

riage to Miss Imogene Loucks, who was born in

Oneida county. New York, in 1851, a daughter
of Hiram and Amanda (Vosburg) Loucks, who

came to Illinois in an early day and settled in

Victor township. The father died at the age of

sixty-nine years, while the mother passed away
when seventy years of age. His grandfather was

a participant in one of the Indian wars which oc-

curred prior to the Revolution. His wife was

Eebecca Burst, a daughter of Captain Burst, who

was taken prisoner during the war fei". independ-
ence. Mr. Loucks was an active and influential

citizen of his locality and did much toward mold-

ing the public policy and in shaping public thought
and action. He was honored with several local

and also with more important official positions,

serving as supervisor of Victor township and also

of Somonauk township, and later as a member of

the state legislature. His family numbered five

children.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ray was born one child,

Elizabeth Amanda, who was married in June.

1900, to W. W. Grant, an engineer on a passenger

train on the Burlington road between Shabbona

and Sterling. They have one son, Ray Kent, born

December 1, 1905.

Mrs. Ray is a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal church and is an estimable lady. Mr. Ray

belongs to the Modern Woodmen camp, to the

Knights of Pythias lodge and was chancellor com-

mander of the latter. He has also been clerk of

the Woodmen camji since its establishment in

Shabbona. Recognized as one of the local lead-

ers in republican circles, he has been honored by
liis fellow citizens with election to various offices,

serving for four years as president of the village

board, as township clerk for nineteen years, as

village clerk for eleven years and as school director

for fifteen years. His official duties have always
been discharged with promptness and fidelity and

in his public service he has been actuated by a

desire to promote the best interests, being always

opposed to misrule in municipal affairs and stand-

ing for all things which are a matter of civic virtue

and of civic pride.

.1. W. LATIMER.

J. W. Latimer, widely known as a leading

farmer, stock-raiser and breeder of De Kalb, was

born in Franklin township, this county, November

86, 1866. His parents are natives of Ireland and

came to America in 1865. The father worked as

a farm hand by the month for five years, after

which he cultivated rented land for four years and

then, with the money he had saved from his earn-

ings, he bought one hundred and sixty acres to

which he removed, making that farm his home up
to the present time. He has lived a life of thrift

and industry and whatever success he has achieved,

is the reward of his own labors. In his family

were six children, of whom J. W. Latimer is the

oldest, the others being James H., Robert C,
Thomas C, Herbert and Jennie M.

J. W. Latimer was reared to the occupation of

fanning and has always devoted his time to gen-

eral agricultural pursuits. He acquired a com-

mon-school education and also spent one term as

a student in Wheaton (Illinois) College, accom-

plishing the work of two terms in that time. On
the 17th of September, 1890, he won a companion
and helpmate for life's journey through his mar-

riage to Miss Ollie Zellar, step-daughter of E. R.

Zellar. She was born in Malta township, De Kalb

county. May 18, 1863, and her mother was Mrs.

Mercy Ann Ferguson, born in the year 1833. Mrs.

Latimer acquired a good education in her girlhood

days and afterward successfully engaged in teach-

ing school for five years or up to the time of her

marriage. The young couple began their domestic

life upon her step-father's farm and for eleven
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years Mr. Latimer engaged in the cultivation of

that place on shares. Carefully saving his earn-

ings he was at length Justified in purchasing one

hundred and sixty acres of land. He then re-

moved to the farm which has since been liis home.

He has brought his fields under a liigli state of

cultivation and uses the latest improved ma-

chinery' in carrying on his fann work. Annually

he gathers rich crops and in addition to the pro-

duction of cereals hest adapted to the soil and cli-

mate, he is well known as an extensive stock-raiser

and feeder and holds the record for shipping one

of the best carloads of cattle that ever left De

Kalb county. He is also president of the De Kalb

Percheron Horse Company. He believes in keep-

ing high grades of stock and in this way has done

not a little to advance the stock-raising interests

of the county.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Latimer has been

blessed with five children : William H., born July

13, 1891; Ernest L., born July 7, 1893; Mercy

M., born December 1, 1896; Delia M., born Feb-

ruary 17, 1898; and Jennie A., born March 10,

1904. Mr. and Mrs. Latimer are both devoted

and faithful members of the Methodist Episcopal

church at Malta, and he belongs to the Ejiights

of Pythias lodge, N"o. 217, of De Kalb. In

politics he is a republican, active in the local ranks

of his party and doing all in his power to promote

its growth and to secure the adoption of its prin-

ciples. For five successive terms, covering a

period of fifteen years, he has served as school di-

rector and the cause of education finds in htm a

warm friend. Gradually in his business life he

has made advancement and well deserves the proud
American title of a "self-made man."

L. L. SAILOR.

L. L. Sailor, editor of the Daily News, which

is published by the Barb City Printing Company,
was born October 26, 1884, in Ford county, Illi-

nois, his parents being Jolm and Julia (Spence)
Sailor. His father was a farmer by occupation

and died March 18, 1892. The son received his

education in the common schools at Saybrook and

in Taylor University, Indiana, and Bloomington.

Illinois, pursuing a successful course. He entered

the newspaper field immediately after leaving

school and has always given his attention to jour-

nalistic interests since that time. He lived at

Saybrook most of his boyhood and removed to De

Kalb, September 20, 1906. since which time he

has been connected with the Barb City Printing

Companj-, as editor of the Daily News. His ex-

perience in newspaper work well qualifies him for

tliis position and as editor of the paper he is do-

ing excellent work. He is a young man of many
sterling traits of character, has the confidence of

the public and is popular in the locality where he

resides.

H. G. HUET.

H. G. Hurt, who is the efficient mayor and is

conducting a livery business in Malta, was bom

January 17, 1870. His father, B. F. Hurt, is a

native of Elizabeth, New Jersey, born March 11,

1849. He came west to De Kalb county in the

spring of 1864 and in the following spring, when

a youth of sixteen, he offered his services to the

government as a defender of the Union cause, en-

listing in the Fifteenth Illinois Infantry, with

which he continued until the close of hostilities.

When the war was ended he returned to farm life

in Malta township and for a long period was con-

nected with agricultural pursuits. In 1869 he

married Miss Nettie P. Walker, a daughter of John

and Flora Walker, who were of Scotch descent.

Mrs. Hurt was bom in St. Charles, Illinois, in the

year 1849 and went with her husband to the farm,

where he had prepared a home for her. His at-

tention was thereafter given to general agricultural

pursuits until 1896, when he removed to the vil-

lage of Malta and established a store, which he is

still conducting. He is well known in business

circles of the city and his position is that of one

well worthy the trust of the public, for in all life's

relations he has displayed sterling qualities of

manhood. LTnto him and his wife were born two

sons, H. G. and J. F. Hurt, but the latter died

in October, 1896.

H. G. Hurt was reared upon the old homestead

farm and is indebted to the public School system of

the county for the educational privileges he en-

joyed. He is now engaged in the livery business.
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to wliich he lias devoted his time and energies for

the jjast ten years or since leaving the farm in

1896. He owns the livery and a large feed barn,

together with a bowling alley at Kirkland, this

county. His residence in Malta is also his own

projjerty and he is conducting a profitable busi-

ness in Malta as a liveryman.

Mr. Hurt was united in marriage to Miss Ella

Fowler, a native of De Kalb county. He is a re-

publican in politics and now holds the office of

mayor and of supervisor of Malta, and was like-

wise alderman of the village for three years. His

political service has been characterized by the ut-

most fidelity to duty and as the chief executive offi-

cer of the town he is giving a public-spirited ana

practical administration. He belongs to the For-

resters, the Knights of the Globe, and to the

Knights of Pythias lodge. No. 541, at Malta, and

he and his wide attend and support the Congrega-
tional church.

J. W. MYERS.

J. W. Myers, who for many years has been con-

nected with farming interests in this county, w^as

born in Wayne county, Ohio, January 4, 1840, and

is a son of George and Naomi Myers, who were

natives of Pennsylvania. They were married, how-

ever, in Ohio and several children were born unto

them while they were residents of that state. Their

family numbered altogether thirteen children, six

of whom first opened their eyes to the light of day

in the Buckeye state, while seven were natives of

Illinois, born in Du Page and De Kalb counties.

Coming to this state, the family lived as farming

people and finally opened up a farm on the wild

prairie in Pierce township, De Kalb county. They
underwent all of the hardships and privations of

life on the frontier in an effort to develop a farm

with crude machinery, but as the years passed

their labors were crowned with a goodly measure of

success. The father died when fifty-five years of

age and the mother survived him for about twenty-

eight years, being almost an octogenarian at the

time of her demise. Some of the members of the

family are now scattered over the west, while

others remain in De Kalb county.

John Wesley Myers, the only representative of

the family who lives at Cortland, has engaged in

the practice of veterinary surgery as a life work.

The public schools afforded him his educational

privileges and his youth was largely a peiiod of

earnest and unremitting toil, for he aided in the

development and improvement of the home farm.

After attaining his majority he was married, on

the 16th of November, 1857, to Miss Lucia Lurene

Crandall, of Cortland, who was born April 20,

1844, and died January 26, 1897. She was the

mother of ten children: Ellen L., who was born

June 16, 1860; Elizabeth J., who was born July

22, 1861; Jennie N., July 22, 1864; Ira E., Jan-

uary 23, 1868; James W., July 22, 1871; Nellie

M., January 4, 1875
;
Robert D„ November 12,

1877; John W., February 3, 1880; George W.,

February 11, 1882; and Charles M., June 23, 1884.

There was also a little daughter that died un-

named, making eleven children in all. Of these,

Ellen L., Jennie, Nellie and George W. Myers

have departed this life, while the other members

of the family still reside in the community where

they were born and all are now married and in

homes of their own.

On the 26th of May, 1897, Mr. Myers was again

married, his second union being with Mrs. Cynthia

A. Smith, who was born April 8, 1843, and who

bore the maiden name of Cynthia A. Stevens. She

is a native of Erie county, Pennsylvania, and was

married August 30, 1863, to Charles J. Hoag,

of Dover, New York. Their children were : Han-

nah L. Hoag, born February 5, 1864; Charles A.,

born May 27, 1866; and Samuel C, born April

20, 1868. Of this number Hannah was married

December 28, 1881, to Albert L. Smith, and her

death occurred JIarch 4, 1886. Samuel C. died

February 1, 1883, while the surviving son, Charles

A. Hoag, is now a resident of De Kalb. He mar-

ried Miss Nellie Van Amburg, of Cortland. Mrs.

Hoag and her children came to Illinois on Llie 1st

of May, 1871, and settled in De Kalb. She was

married August 18, 1873. to Charles 0. Smith, of

Cortland, l)y whom she had one son. Richard Anson

Smith, born March 1, 1875. He is now prac-

ticing dentistry in Spring Valley, Illinois. The

father, Charles 0. Smith, was actively identified

with business interests in Cortland for some time,

or until his death, which occurred April 19, 1893.

Pour years later Mrs. Smith gave her hand in mar-
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riage to ilr. ilyers, the wedding being celebrated

on the 26 th of May, 1897.

Mr. flyers resides in Cortland, being well known

and having many warm friends in the village and

throughout the surroiinding district. Mrs. Myers
has been mother and step-mother to three sets of

children and has done her full duty by all, being

the ministering spirit in many lives. She is

highly esteemed in Cortland and vicinity by a;l

with whom she has come in contact.

JOHN' 11. IMI.KV. M. I).

With a thorough understanding of the responsi-

bilities and duties that devolve upon him in con-

nection with the practice of medicine and surgen'.

Dr. Rile)', through his devotion and fidelity, has

made for himself a creditable name in comiection

with the practice of his profession in De Kalb.

A native of New York, his birth occurred in Sandy
Hill on the 2.5th of November, 1875. His father,

John Riley, was born in Ireland on Christmas

day of 1827, and came to America in early man-

hood. He wedded Anna E. McGough, who was

Viorn at Sandy Hill, New York, and was of Irish

lineage. She is now deceased. In their family
were six children, of whom John H. is the third

in order of liirth. The father served as a soldier

of the civil war, remaining for three years with

the Sixty-ninth New York regiment.

John H. Riley spent the days of his youth in

his parents' home and continued his early educa-

tion by a year's study in the high school at Sandy

Hill, New York. Later he passed a year in Union

University of Schenectady, New York, and for

two years was a student in Albany Medical College
and also for a similar period in the Universitv

01 Baltimore. After leaving college he was head

physician in Baltimore University Hospital for

two years and also spent a similar period in Belle-

vue Hospital in New York city.

Coming to the west^ he located in De Kail),

Illinois, for the practice of medicine and surgery
and has here remained since January, 1901. He
vv'as also a surgeon for the Red Star steamer line

and made several trips to and from Cuba, Porto

Rico, Brazil, Ecuador, Venezuela and Costa Rica,

together with other South American provinces.

He has alrea<ly had a broad, varied and valuable

experience as a jAysician and surgeon, and he is

making continued jH-ogress in his profession by

means of comprehensive study and reading. He

expects to comjalete his education in the line of

his profession in New York and Germany, and

there continue his studies under some of the best

teachers and professional men of the old world.

He is now on the surgical staff of St. Elizabeth's

hospital in Chicago and he is a member of the

State Medical Society, the American Medical So-

ciety and the De Kalb Medical society. In his

private practice he has had phenomenal success.

He is today recognized as one of the ablest young
members of the medical fraternity in De Kalb

county. He frequently calls in consultation some

of the prominent members of the profession of

Chicago and the years are marking a steady ad-

vance in his professional career.

In his political allegiance Dr. Riley is a demo-

crat. He has never sought or desired office, how-

ever, preferring to give his undivided time and

attention to his business interests. He is a man
in every sense of the word, reliable and honorable

in all transactions and relations of life, and in

De Kalb county is popular and prominent social'v

es well as professionally.

RUDOLPH HEIDEKLANG.

Rudolph Heideklang, who for fifteen years has

engaged in the hotel business, being proprietor of

the Johnson Hotel at No. 127 South Main street.

Sycamore, was bom in Prussia, Germany, October

14, 1843. He was educated in the common schools

and was reared to manhood there, learning the

trade of a baker and confectioner in his youth. In

1866 he was in the war between Prussia and Aus-

tria, and the following year came to America, set-

tling in Milwatikee, Wisconsin, where he worked

at his trade for about a year. He was then em-

ployed in a similar way in Chicago and in 1870

came to De Kalb, where he secured a position in a

bakery and confectionery establisliment. He
afterward located in Roehelle, Ogle count}', whert

he followed his trade until 1890, when he retunidd

to Sycamore and became proprietor of the John-

son Hotel, which he has since conducted with ex-
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cellent .success, winning iiiany friends aniuiig the

traveling public and having a large patronage. To

tlie comfort of his guests he ministers in keeping

with the most advanced ideas concerning the hotel

Inisiness.

Mr. Heideklang married Lena Schemholtz, of

Lee county, Illinois, and they have five children :

Carl, vi'ho is a practicing attorney ; Eda, who mar-

ried Ernest Swanson and lives near her father;

Frank, a plumber, of Sycamore; Carrie, the wife

of Frank St. Clair, of Aberdeen, South Dakota ;

and Bobert, who is attending school in Chicago.

In politics Mr. Heideklang is independent. He
is one of the leading Odd Fellows of Sycamore,

chairs and is now warden in the lodge. He has

Iteen a member of the Ancient Order of United

Workmen since 1879 and he and his wife are mem-

bers of the Universalist cliurch.

WILLIAM TODD.

AVilliam Todd, who is engaged in general farm-

ing in Shabbona township, was.-'lSorn in Wales

in 1847. His father, Owen Todd, was also a

native of that rock-ribbed country and in 1847 he

came to the United States, settling in Schuylkill

county, Pennsylvania, near Mauchchuidc. He was

a coal miner for five years and followed that pur-

suit in the Keystone state. In 1852 he came to

Illinois, settling on section 28, Shabbona township,

where he purchased one hundred and twenty acres

of good land. Though his educational advantages

were limited, he was a man of good business ca-

pacity and prospered in his undertakings. At-

tracted by the discovery of gold in California, he

made his way to that state in 1849 and began the

search for the precious metal in the mines of the

far west. Becoming ill with Panama fever, he

returned to Illinois at the end of a year, having

but little more capital than that with which he

had started out. He retired from the farm in

1886 and took up his abode in Shabliona, his last

days being spent at the home of his son. In his

farming operations he was active and energetic,

carefully cultivating the fields and securing thereby

good harvests annually. He held membership in the

Methodist Episcopal cbureli, in theWork of which

he took an active ]iart. In politics he was a n'pul)-

lican. becoming a naturalized American citizen in

Pennsylvania, and from that time forward he was

most devoted to the interests of liis adopted coun-

try. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Ann

Morgan, was born in Wales and died in 1881, on

the seventy-eighth anniversary of his birth, wdiile

]\Ir. Todd passed away in 1891, at the age of

eighty-four years. She was also a member of the

Methodist church and was a worthy Christian

woman.

They had thirteen children but all of them have

now passed away with the exception of William

Todd of this review. The three oldest children

were born in Wales and the others in this country.

Owen Todd, Jr., a brother of our subject, served

as a soldier in the Civil war. He enlisted at Shab-

liona Orove in ISfil in the Fifty-eighth Illinois

Volunteer Infantry as a member of Company
C and served for three years and two months.

He was mustered out at Savannah, Georgia, after

having experienced all the rigors and hardi!liips of

war. He was with Sherman for some time and the

first battle in which he participated was at Fort

Donelson. He was in many other engagements

under the intrepid Sherman including the famous

march to the sea. At Corinth, Mississippi, he was

taken prisoner and was imprisoned at Belle Isle,

at Eichmond, Virginia, for eight months at the

end of which time he was jiaroled. In the mean-

time he had been ill in the hospital and that he

suffered all the hardships of southern prison life

is indicated by the fact that he weighed one hun-

dred and forty pounds wdien captured and when

released weighed only ninety-two pounds.

William Todd, whose name introduces this rec-

ord, olitained his educaticm in the district schools

of Shabbona township and was reared to farm

life, early becoming familiar with the work of

plowing, planting and harvesting. He began

farming for himself in 1871 in Shabbona township

upon a tract of land which he rented. After a

vear he bought sixty acres of lafid on section 32,

Shal)bona townshiii, wdiere he is still living. In

addition to this place, he owns one hundred and

sixtv acres on section 28 of the same township.

He carries on general farming, raising the cereals

best adapted to the soil and climate, and he also

raises cattle, being a breeder of Herefords. His

business interests have been carefully conducted
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aud have brought him a large measure of success,

his lioldings now comprising three hundred and

fort}' acres.

In 1871 ilr. Todd was married to Augusta

Baltz, Avho was born in Germany in July of 1863

and who is the daughter of Henry and Xellie Blatz,

both of whom were natives of Germany. They
came to the United States in 1855 and settle'l iu

I)u Page county. The father was a woolen woncer

by trade and he died in Du Page county in I'ooG,

while his wife passed away in De Kalb county.

They were the parents of eight children, of whom
Mrs. Todd was the seventh in order of birth. By
'her marriage she became the mother of eight chil-

dren: Eobert, w-ho is farming in Paw Paw town-

ship ;
David D., a resident of Shabbona township ;

Mary, the wife of Wid Kittle, a resident of the

village of Shabbona
; Edward, who is a telegraph

operator at Sandwich
;
John and Will, who arc

attending school
;
and Anna and Estelle, who are

also attending school. There are also twelve

grandchildren. Mr. and ]\Irs. Todd are consistent

and faithful members of the Methodist Episcopal

church.

Mr. Todd is an ardent republican giving un-

wavering support to the principles of his party.

Fraternally he is connected with the Aurora lodge,

Knights of Pythias, and with the Independent Or-

der of Odd Fellows. Almost his entire life has

been spent in this country where he has now re-

sided for more than half a century. He has wit-

nessed many changes as the work of improvement
and progress has been carried forward and as the

years have gone by he has borne his full share in

the task of developing the county, sirpporting its

principal public enterprises. In his business life

he has been reliable, diligent and persevering and

as a result of these qualities has met with pros-

perity.

EDWAIJI) (iOlfllAM.

Edward (iorham, of Kirkland, is now living

a retired life, but for years was one of the active

and prosperous farmers of Franklin township,

owning and conducting an excellent farm property.

More than half a century has passed since he came

to the countv and he has therefore witnessed the

greater part of its growth and improvement, whilij

in agricultural lines he has contributed much to

its substantial development. His birth occurred in

Genesee county, New York, March 23, 1842. His

father, Charles Gorham, was a native of Vermont,

was there reared and afterward went to Genesee

county, New York, where he met and married Miss

Emeline Peck, a native of the Empire state. Jle

was a shoemaker and followed that trade through-

out his active life in the east. In 18.55 he re-

moved westward to Illinois, settling on a farm

near Kirkland, where he carried on agricultural

pursuits for a few years and then moved to Belvi-

dere, where he continued in business for several

years. His family numbered nine sons and three

daughters, of whom seven sons and one daughter

reached years of maturity. Three of the brothers

were soldiers of the Union army in the Civil war

and Harris Gorham was killed in the service at

Peach Tree Creek, Georgia.

Edward Gorham of this review was a youth of

thirteen years when he came with his parents to

Illinois and upon the home farm he remained witli

his father until eighteen or nineteen years of age,

after which he began earning his living by working

as a farm hand in the neighborhood. On the 10th

of August, 1861, he responded to the country's

call for troops, Joining Company K of the Forty-

second Illinois Infantry, w-hich was the first regi-

ment of the Douglas In'igade. He went to Chicago
and was mustered in at Camp Douglas, after which

he proceeded southward with his regiment, being

first under fire in the battle of New Madrid, Mis-

souri. Later he took part in the engagement at

Island No. 10 and was in the battles of Stone

Eiver, Chickamau^a, Mission Eidge and Lookout

Mountain. He then went on a forced march to

Knoxville to relieve Burnside, remaining there all

winter at camp at Stone's Mill. There Mr. Gor-

ham re-enlisted and then went back to Chatta-

nooga, where he was given thirty days' furlough.

Later he was in the engagements of the Atlanta

campaign and the capture of Atlanta. The regi-

ment then returned to Nashville under General

Thomas and was in the fights at Franklin, Spring

Hill and Nashville. Becoming ill, Mr. Gorham

was sent to the hospital at Murf reesboro, but later

rejoined his regiment and continued at the front

until after the close of the w-ar, being honorably

discharjjcd on the 18th of June, 1865. He then
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returned to De Kalb county and resumed work

upon the home farm.

On the 15th of March, 1860, Mr. Gorham was

married to Miss Josephine E. Caswell, who was

born in Belvidere, Illinois, but was reared at Kirk-

land, a daughter of Marcus Caswell and a step-

daughter of William H. Eowan, one of the old

settlers. The young couple began their domestic

life upon a rented farm, where they lived for two

years, after which Mr. Gorham purchased one hun-

dred acres of land, which he cultivated for three

years. He then sold out and bought sixty acres

of raw brush land, which he cleared, Iniilding

thereon a good residence and unproving a farm,

which was pleasantly situated within a mile of

Kirkland. There he carried on general agricul-

tural pursuits from 1871 until 1897 and as the

years went by met with a gratifying measure of

prosperity. After the war he bought and operated

a threshing machine for thirty years, owning and

operating a steam thresher for fourteen years, in

which connection he did work all over De Kalb

and Boone counties. In 1885 he removed to Kirk-

land, where he erected a neat residence that he

now occupies. He carried on the farm, however,

until 1897. He is a natural mechanic and for

three years worked in a wagon shop in Kirkland

and later at carpentering during the busy season.

He has sold the old homestead and purchased two

small farms, one in Kingston and the other in

Franklin township. At the present writing, how-

ever, he is practically living retired in the enjoy-
ment of a rest which he has truly earned and

riclily deserves.

Mr. and Mrs. Gorham had one son, Ed J. Gor-

ham, who died when a young man of seventeen

years, passing away February l-i, 1897. In his

political views Mr. Gorham has been an earnest

republican since casting his first presidential bal-

lot for General Grant in 1868. He was elected

township collector for two terms, served on the

city board as one of its trustees and has been road

commissioner for one year. In the spring of 1907

he was elected assessor of Franklin township. His

official duties have ever been promptly and faith-

fully performed. He is a member of the Kingston

lodge of Masons and his wife of the Eastern Star,

while he also belongs to the Grand Army post of

Kirkland, of which he has now served as com-

mander for six years. He is likewise a member

of the Modern Woodmen camp and both he and

his wife are of Spiritualistic faith. In all mat-

ters of citizenship Mr. Gorham has been as loyal

and patriotic as he was when he followed the old

flag upon southern battlefields.

HENRY A. ADAMS.

Honored and respecteel by all, there is no man
who occupies a more enviable position as a rep-

resentative of the business life of Sandwich than

Henry A. Adams, the superintendent of the Sand-

wich Manufacturing Company. His enterprise,

his strong purpose, his progressive spirit and his

consideration of his employes, all combine to make

him aman whose record excites the admiration and

has won the regard of those with wliom he lias been

brought in contact either tlinnigh business or so-

cial relations.

Jlr. Adams is a native of Pine Valley, New
York. He was born January 21, 1837, a son of

tlie Hon. Augustus Adams, who is mentioned else-

where in this volume. The removal of the family

to the west led him to pursue his education as a

student in the schools of Elgin, Illinois, and he

obtained a practical knowledge of mechanics in

the machine shop with liis fatlier. He is thor-

oughly familiar with the business in its practical

workings as well as in the department requiring

careful management of financial affairs, and his

thorough understanding of the trade has un-

doubtedly been one of tlie strong elements in his

success. He came with his father to Sandwich

and remained a member of tlie firm until its in-

corporation, since which time he has been super-

intendent of the company, which employs about

three hundred operatives in the factory and thirty

traveling salesmen upon the road. The output is

farm implements and machinery and progress has

been continuously made in keeping with the trend

of invention and improvement which have char-

acterized mechanical construction in the new

world.

On the 29th of September, 1859, occurred the

marriage of Henry A. Adams and Miss Augusta

Carpenter, of Sandwich. They have three daugh-

ters and a son : Minnie G., born December 31,

1862: H. May, March 19, 1867: Charles H., July



273 PAST AND PRESENT OF DE KALB COUXTY.

28, 1870; and Jessie, July 13, 1872. The j-iarents

are members of the Congregational church.

Mr. Adams is a republican in his political views

and has served for several terms as alderman and

also as school director. Community affairs awaken

his deep interest and his aid has been a salient

factor in progress and improvement along many
lines here, -n-hile his business career has been of the

utmost benefit to the city, furnishing employment
to a large force of workmen. It has justly been

said that he who pays weekly hundreds of dollars

over his counters to those in his service does more

for his country than the military commander who

leads armed forces forth to battle, for the former

furnishes the means of sustaining life and the lat-

ter of necessity of destroying it. Mr. Adams' pol-

icy with his men has been most commendable. He

is fair and just in his treatment and his employes

recognize the fact that faithfulness on their part

will gain promotion as opportunity offers. He

will tolerate no dishonorable methods on the part

of any employe and in fact his entire business has

been run upon the principle that honesty is the

best policy. He has endeavored to maintain a

high standard of workmanship, so that the output

will reach the utmost perfection attainable and as

a result the Sandwich Manufacturing Company
has gained a most creditable reputation in business

circles wherever the house is known.

SEYMOUR MERRPIT HUNT.

Seymour Merritt Hunt is secretary and general

manager of the Standard Foundry & Manufactur-

ing Company of De Kalb and also president of

the Sycamore "Wagon Works. He is one of De

Kalb's native sons, having been born here on the

16th of August, 1867. His successful business

career had its beginning in the position of book-

keeper, since which time he had gradually pro-

gressed until now he stands at the head of an enter-

prise which figures prominently in industrial cir-

cles in this county. He owes his advancement to

the fact that he has thoroughly mastered every task

devolving upon him, to the readiness with which

he has recognized opportunities and his adaptation

of new conditions evolved in business life to the

methods of the present day, and thotigh yet a

voung man he is regarded as one of the more

prominent representatives of commercial and man-

ufacturing interests in De Kalb county.

Horace D. Hunt, the father of our subject, was

born in Ashtabula coimty, Ohio, July 15, 1838,

and for many years followed farming and stock-

buying, but is now living retired. He wedded

Mary J. Simonds who was born in Rutland county,

Yennont, February 24, 1841.

In the public schools of De Kalb, Seymour
Merritt Hunt acquired his early education, which

was supplemented by a commercial course in the

Metropolitan Business College of Chicago. After

leaving school he became bookkeeper for W. L.

Ellwood and acted in that capacity for five years.

He afterward spent fourteen years with the Syca-

more Foundry Company as secretary and later or-

ganized the Standard Foundry & Manufacturing

Company of De Kalb, of which he is secretary and

general manager as well as one of the heavy stock-

holders. This enterprise has proved profitable

from the beginning and is now a business of large

proportions and liberal patronage. Mr. Hunt is

likewise president and one of the large stockhold-

ers of the Sycamore Wagon Works and in these

connections furnishes employment to a large force

of workmen. His business interests have ever been

of a character such as contrilnite to the general

prosperity as well as to individual success.

On the 26th of June, 1895, in De Kalb, was

celebrated the marriage of Mr. Hunt and Miss

Lettie E. De Forest, who was born in Afton town-

ship, De Kalb county, July 3, 1870. They now

have one son, Lansing De Forest Hunt, who was

born October 17, 1902. Mrs. Hunt is a daughter

of Lansing and Lurena De Forest.

In his political views Mr. Hunt is a stalwart

republican, while socially he is connected with the

Knights of Pythias lodge. No. 215, and the Elks

lodge. No. 765, both at De Kalb. Energetic,

prompt and notably reliable in all his business

transactions, he has wrought along progressive

business lines and each forward step has brought

him a broader outlook and greater opportunities.

The qualifications with which nature endowed him.

well fits him for leadership in business circles and

his properity Ijut represents the fit utilization of

the powers which are his. He has been and is dis-

tinctively a man of force and one who is wielding

a wide influence. His family occupy a beauti-
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fill home at No. 315 North Third street, De Kalb,

and while it is richly and tastefully furnished, one

of its most attractive features is its warm hos-

pitality. Both Mr. and Mrs. Hunt have spent

their entire lives in this county and are most widely

and favorably known.

TIMOTHY E. PICKER.

Timothy E. Picker is one of the venerable citi-

zens of Cortland, having attained the age of

seventy-nine years. He is still, however, an active,

energetic man, who conducts an apiary and is

interested in affairs concerning public welfare and

j)rogress. He was born in Moultonboro, New

Hampshire, on the 6th of June, 1838, but he

always speaks as having come from Waterboro,

Maine, for in his early boyhood days he became a

resident of that place. His parents were Benja-

min and Judith (Pitts) Eicker, who removed

from the Pine Tree state and located at the foot

of the White mountains in New Hampshire, where

they were engaged in the manufacture of maple

!<ugar
—or the sap bush business, as it was then

called. They were living in that state at the time

(if the birth of their son Timothy. The members

of the Picker family were Moses P., Sarah, Eunice,

Timotliy, Benjamin F. and Alice, all of whom

grew to years of maturity save Eunice, who died

in infancy. The father's failing health caused the

family to return to the old home in Maine,

Timothy being at that time a little lad of six sum-

mers. He continued his residence there until he

was fourteen years of age, when he went to Great

Falls, New Hampshire, and entered upon an ap-

prenticeship to the shoemaker's trade. Remain-

ing in the old Granite state, he worked at his

trade for a time and also in a cotton factory until

he reached his majority.

On the 23d of March, 1852, was celebrated the

marriage of Timothy E. Picker and Miss Anstasia

S. Carlton, of Weld, Maine, a daughter of Ezra

and Mary Carlton. Mrs. Eicker was born Decem-

ber 23, 1828, and was one of a family of ten chil-

dren, namely: Tliurza Ann; Anstasia; Hiram;

David; Ezra and Mary, twins, who were named

for their parents; Clymenia; Thaxter; Wallace;

and Jefferson. Mrs. Picker's familv all came to

the west but Mr. Eicker's people remained in New

England.

The day following tlieir marriage Mr. Picker

and his bride removed to Lynn, Massachusetts,

where he worked at the trade of shoemaking, doing
sole work in that town before the day of the

great shoe factories. Everything was done by

hand, save that machines were used in stitching

cloth top shoes. Mr. Picker worked there for

about three years and then came direct to Cort-

land, arriving in the town that has been his home
for more than half a century on the 10th of June,
1855. In the years which have come and gone he

has ever remained one of the honored residents of

Cortland, respected by all because of his genuine
worth.

Three children were boi'ii unto Mr. and Mrs.

Eicker: Luella Lynn, Ijoi'ii in Lynn, Massachu-

setts, October 8, 1853
; Clydeia Florence, who was

born September 17, 1861, and died November 7,

1871
;
and Leon Maitland, born January 11, 1866.

The mother died November 3, 1870, just one year

and four days prior to the death of her little

daughter, and they were laid to rest in the family

Ijurial plot in Cortland cemetery. The elder

daughter, Luella Lynn Eicker, was married July

25, 1873, to Merritt Powell Crossette, who be-

longed to one of the pioneer families of De Kalb

county. He was born March 23, 1849, and was

the eldest of the eight children whose parents were

Sheldon and Eliza Crossette. Mr. and j\lrs. Mer-

ritt Crossette have one child, Charles Belmont

Crossette. who was born in Chicago, March 26,

1875, and was married September 19, 1900, to

Miss Ethel McMann, of Pochelle, Illinois. They
are now living in South Haven, Kansas, and have

two children: Percy Belmont, bom January 20,

1902; and Cyril Burr, born January 26, 1906,

and who call Timothy P. Picker great-grandfather.

Leon M. Picker, the only son of Timotliy P.

Picker, received his early education in the Cort-

land schools and also attended the public .'ichools

of Chicago for two years. He was married Sep-

tember 21, 1905, to Mrs. Mae E. Cniillis, of War-

ren, Illinois, a daughter of Edward and Mae Mor-

ris of Warren. Leon M. Picker served as post-

master in Cortland for eight years, receiving the

appointment from William McKinley. He has

acted as constable of the township for several

years and has been engaged in general merchan-
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dising in Cortland since March, 1901, enjoying a

profitable business here. His father is frequent!}-

in the store, dividing his time to suit liimself.

Timothj- E. Picker also has an apiary, having at

times as many as one hundred stands of bees, and

the honey produced therein brings to him a good
income.

The Eickers have ahvays been prominent in

fraternal circles, especially as representatives of

the Odd Fellows society. The father has passed

all of the chairs in both the subordinate lodge and

the encampment and has been secretary of Cort-

land lodge since 1872, while Leon M. Bicker has

been its treasurer since 189G. The latter has

passed through all the chairs in Cortland lodge,

No. 209, I. 0. 0. F., which he joined at the age

of twenty-one years. He is past noble grand of

the same and past patriarch of Kishwaukee en-

campment. No. 30, of De Kalb. He also belongs

to the Eebekah lodge at Harvey. The son-in-law,

M. r. Crossette, is a past noble grand of Cortland

lodge, No. 209, I. 0. 0. F., and past chief patri-

arch of Kishwaukee encampment, No. 30, while

both he and his wife are connected with Eebekah

lodge. No. 471, at Eochelle. In former years Mr.

Crossette was a railroad conductor but failing

health compelled him to give up that position. His

wife is also connected with the ladies' auxiliary

of the Order of Eailway Conductors. Mr. Eicker

of this review, however, is entitled to especial dis-

tinction in connection with his fraternal relations,

for he became a member of Cortland lodge, No.

209, I. 0. 0. F., on the 8th of May, 1857, and is

now its oldest living member. He became a mem-
ber of Kishwaukee encampment. No. 30, at Lodi,

now Maple Park, June 28, 1865, and has since

been identified with both branches of the frater-

nity. He received the grand lodge and grand en-

campment degrees in October, 1874, in Chicago,
and since that time has not missed a session of

either—a record equaled by few representatives
of the organization. He is an honorary member of

the canton No. 59 at De Kalb and also has been

affiliated with the Eebekah lodge in De Kalb since

the '60s. When he had been a member of Cort-

land lodge for twenty-five years he was given the

veteran's badge as a mark of special distinction,

and on the 8th of May, 1907, he completed

fifty years' membership and was eligible at that

time to the fifty year veteran badge.

ilr. Picker has ahvays voted with the republican

party since its organization. His ancestors were

free soil democrats. His first presidential vote

was cast for General Winfield Scott and he after-

ward voted for the pathfinder, John C. Fremont,
since which time he has been a stalwart supporter
of the republican party. He is numbered among
the honored pioneer residents of the county and

can relate many interesting incidents of the early

days. He was busy at the shoemaker's bench for

thirty years after he came to Cortland. He would

hunt by day and work at the bench at night and in

these ways secured a good income. He saved his

money and in his old age is surrounded by the

comforts of life. He takes great pleasure in re-

viewing the history of the past, his face lighting

up as he recalls reminiscences of the early days,

and again he is young in spirit and interests. Few
men in this part of the country are better known
than Timothy E. Picker and no resident of Cort-

land is more esteemed or more fully deserves the

good will and respect of his fcllowmen.

GEOEGE I. TALBOT.

George I. Talbot, who is engaged in the real-

estate and insurance business in De Kalb, with a

large clientage that is indicative of his energy and

unfaltering determination, was born in Wyoming
county. New York, April 19, 1854. His parents

were Alfred and Celia (Hunt) Talbot. The father

was born in the town of Conton, Nottinghamshire,

England, December 15, 1823, and was a fanner

by occupation. At the age of twenty-one years he

came to America and in this country married Miss

Celia Hunt, who was born in Wyoming county,
New York, December 14, 1829. He was a farmer

by occupation and in 1858 the parents came to

Illinois, settling in Paw Paw township, De Kalb

county. In their family were four children, of

whom George I. is the second.

In the public schools George I. Talbot pursued
his education, becoming a high-school student at

Leland, Illinois, and completing his course in the

Illinois State Normal University, graduating in

the class of 1878. After leaving college he taught
school for three years and was then elected county

superintendent of schools for De Kalb countv. in
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which capacity he served for nine years, proving
most capable in the office. He raised the standard

of education and did much to promote the interests

of the schools during his incumbency, introducing

many practical and valuable methods. On his re-

tirement from tiie office he took up the business of

real estate in Chicago and later was connected with

the school-book publishing business in that city

for six years as a member of the firm of Eaton &

Company, with offices in the Fine Arts building.

Four years ago he entered into the insurance and

real-estate business in De Kalb. "VVlaile in the real-

estate business in Chicago he was president of the

Suburban Electric Company, whieli built and

equipped forty-two miles of electric railroad in

Cook county. He now has a good clientage in

both branches of his business in De Kalb, nego-

tiating many important realty transfers annually
and also writing a large amount of both fire and
life insurance. He formed a partnership with

W. F. Wittberger and they are recognized as one

of the most prominent firms in the city, having
had an extensive business since the formati^g^l'
the partnership on the 1st of January, 1906.

On the 4th of Octoljer, 1879, Mr. Talbot was

united in marriage in Pontiac, Illinois, to Miss

Lucy E. Maxwell, who was born in Johnsonburg,
New Jersey, June 15, 1855, a daughter of Eev.

John and Lucy (Babcock) Maxwell. The father

was born in Connecticut in 1813 and was a min-

ister of the Christian church, to the work of which

he devoted his time and attention with untiring
zeal. Unto him and his wife were born ten chil-

dren, two of whom are now deceased. Mrs. Tal-

bot was the eighth in order of birth. By her mar-

riage she became the mother of five children : Eoy
M., born December 2, 1880 ; Jessie Edna, born De-

cember 2, 1882; George AV., August 34, 1884;

Paul B., April 1, 1887; and Charles H., September

16, 1892.

In his political views Mr. Talbot is an earnest

republican, but does not desire office as a reward

for party fealty. He is a member of the Methodist

Episcopal church. His life has ever been honor-

able, his actions manly and sincere. Reading;,

study and observation have kept him in touch with

the trend of modern thought and he is a well in-

formed man, who has utilized his advantages to the

best of his ability and has advanced through his

own industry and the exercise of his native talents

to a creditable position in business circles. His

home is characterized by an air of courtesy, refine-

ment and culture, and the family are pleasantly

located at No. 223 North Fourth street, where

Mr .and Mrs. Talbot delight in extending warm
hearted hospitality to their many friends.

EDWARD W. BORCHERS.

Edward W. Borchers, engaged in general farm-

ing, was born in Squaw Grove township, this

county, on the 3d of December, 1882. His parents

were natives of Germany and came to the United

States in 1861, settling on a farm in De Kalb

county. The father has since been identified with

general agricultural pursuits and he and his wife

are now living in Pierce township upon a farm of

one hundred and sixty acres which he owns. He

likewise owns one hundred and sixty acres in Clin-

ton township, now occupied and operated by his son

-Edward. His life has been one of activity and

industry and his own labor has been the measure of

his success. Unto him and his wife were born six

children of whom August is now deceased. The

others are: Ida, Edward, Louis, Adolph and

Anna.

Edward W. Borchers was reared on the old

family homestead, no event of special importance

occurring to vary the routine of farm life for him

in his boyhood days. He worked on his father's

farm during the summer season and in the winter

months attended the public schools. He married

Miss Anna Sorenson, who was born in Squaw

Grove township, November 7, 1884. Her parents

were natives of Denmark and came to the United

States in 1880. They now live in Kane coimty,

Illinois, where the father follows the occupation

of farming. In their family were five children,

namely : Hans ; Anna, now Mrs. Borchers ; Katie ;

and twins, of whom one died in infancy, while the

other. Christian, is still living.

It was on the 28th of October, 1903, that Mr.

Borchers was united in marriage to Miss Anna

Sorenson, at which time they took up their abode

upon his father's farm of one hundred and sixty

acres in Clinton township. Here they have since

lived and Mr. Borchers is carefully and success-

fully cultivating the farm, making it a valuable
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property by reason of the improvements he places

upon it and the highly developed condition of the

fields. In politics he is a democrat but has never

sought or desired public office, preferring to give

his undivided attention to business affairs in which

he is meeting with creditable and gratifying suc-

cess. He and his wife are highly esteemed people

of the community and are faithful members of the

Sipiaw Grove T^uthcraii churrh.

CAKLOS W. IIIXDS.

Carlos W. Hinds, deceased, was a well known

and honored citizen of De Kalb. He was a native

of this county, his birth having occurred in Clin-

ton township, on the 12th of November, 18o3i

His father, Albert Hinds, came to De Kalb county
in 1849, was a pioneer farmer of this locality and

became well-to-do for his day. He died in 188T,

at the age of sixty-nine years.

Carlos W. Hinds was at one time a student in

the old Paw Paw Seminary and completed his

education in the Northwestern College at Naper-
ville. Illinois. He followed the occupation of

farming during the givater part of his life, but

about ten yeai's prior to his demise, he left the

farm and turned his attention to the real estato

business in De Kalb, successfully operating in that

line up to the time of his death, which occurred

on the 11th of December, 1893. He was very suc-

cessful in business and was a popular citizen,

widely and favorably known.

On the 25th of October, 1882, at Shabbona,

Mr. Hinds was united in marriage to Miss Sarah

Booth, who was liorn in Wyoming township, Lee

county, Illinois, January 6, 18(50, and was edu-

cated in the public schools of Shabbona. Her

father, Allen Booth, was a native of Hollings-

worth, England, born on the 5th of April, 1831,

and in 1856 came to the United States, settling

u]inn a farm in Lee county, Illinois. He married

Anna Shaw ere his emigration to the new world

and provided for his family of three children, of

whom Mrs. Hinds is the eldest, by following agri-

cultural pursuits.

Mr. and Mrs. Hinds became the parents of two

children, a son and daughter: Allen Carlos, who

was born in Clinton township, August 1, 1883;

and Ethclyn. who was born October 5, 1888, and

died March 17, 1896. The son was educated at

the De Kalb public schools and for one year at-

tended the academy connected with Beloit (AVis-

consin) College. He then entered the employ of

the M. D. Wells Shoe Company and for three

years was in the factory. He was next in the

service of the American Steel & Wire Company is

paymaster and on the 16th of April, 1906, became

billing and credit clerk for the Haish Wire &

Implement Company at De Kalb, which position

he held until the 1st of March, 1907, when he

went to Calgary, Canada. Mrs. Hinds lives in a

beautiful home at No. 629 South Fourth street,

in De Kalb,and in the city has many friends amotig

the cultured and prominent people.

Mr. Hinds held a number of offices to which he

was called by the vote of his fellow townsmen who

recognized his worth and ability. At different

times he served as county coroner, as alderman

and as justice of the peace, and his duties were

ever discharged with unfaltering fidelity and

promptness. His political allegiance was given

the republican party and he was a member of the

Knights of Pvthias lodge.

ELMEK LEONIDAS DENNISTON, D. 0.

Elmer Leonidas Denniston has been remarkably

successful as a practitioner of osteopathy during

the period of his residence in De Kalb. He was

born in Millard, Missouri, July 19, 1876. His

father, John W. Denniston, was a native of

Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, born December 12,

1837, while the mother, ]\Irs. Susan Stukey Den-

niston, was born in Millard, Missouri, August 15,

1855. Her death occurred on the 13th of No-

vember, 1889, when she was thirty-four years of

age. There were two children of that marriage,

of whom Dr. Denniston is the elder. His father

went to Missouri in 1870 and has since lived in

that state, where he carries on business as a con-

tractor and builder.

Dr. Denniston was educated in the public

schools of Missouri, being graduated at Kirksville,

after which he took up the study of osteopathy in

the college at that place, being graduated there-

from in 1901. When he had completed his course
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he entered upon the practice of his prolession at

Gallatin, Missouri, where he remained until March

8, 1903, when he came to De Kalb, where he has

since continued. Success has attended his efforts

until he , has all he can do, his practice making
constant demands upon his time and attention and

leaving him little or practically no leisure for out-

side interests.

In politics Dr. Dennisfon is a republican and

fraternally he is connected with the Odd Fellows

and the Elks, belonging to the respective lodges at

De Kalb. He is a member of the First Pres-

byterian church and is a popular young man of

De Kalb, who has gained many friends during the

brief period of his residence here. He has made

his way in the world unaided, being self-educated

as well as self-made, and, having gained thorough

equipment for his chosen profession, he is now a

successful practitioner of osteopathy, having many

patrons who have greatly benefited by his'r^jyi^e. ,

MKS. CLARA A. PARKER. .';/»'\*--_ft.

Mrs. Clara A. Parker has for many years been

a resident of De Kalb county and is managing her

business interests with an ability that makes her

property a profitable source of income. She was

born in Herkimer county, New York, February

30, 1851, a daughter of Peter and Rosannah

Helmer, who became residents of Do Kalb county,

Illinois, in 1862. The father was born April 15.

1810, and was the fourth son of Adam and Anna

M. (Harter) Helmer. In the paternal line her

great-grandparents. Captain Henry and Catherine

Harter, were taken prisoners in 1757, at the time

of the French and Indian war, as they were cross-

ing the St. Lawrence river in a birch-bark canoe

on their way to Canada. A daughter was born to

them while crossing the river and afterward be-

came the wife of General Michael Meyers. Mrs.

Parker's grandfather, Adam Helmer, was a soldier

of the Revolutionary war and fought valiantly for

the cause of liberty. Her father died May 25,

1900, and her mother, who was born in New York.

September 3, 1882, passed away on the 30th of

March, 1901. In their family were five children,

namely: Cerlinda, who now lives with Mrs. Par-

ker; Elizabeth, the wife of J. 0. Walrod; Frances,

the deceased wife of John Hallaron; Clara A.,

now Mrs. Parker; and Florence L., the wife of

P. S. Warber.

Mrs. Parker completed her education in the De

Kalb high school and for three years prior to

her marriage engaged in teaching. It was on the

14th of February, 1871, that she gave her hand

in marriage to Thomas Parker, who was born m
Weathersfield, Vermont, December 10, 184-1, and

died on the 18th of December, 1901. They had no

children of their own but reared two, a girl and

boy, both of whom were young when taken to their

home.

Mr. Parker was a son of James and Charlotte

(Cams) Parker, who were natives of the state of

New Y^'ork. He had two brothers and three sisters

and was the second in order of birth in the family.

He was educated in Mayfield township, De Kalb

coimty, and the Sycamore high school, and for a

;tiftie- engaged in teaching school, but afterward

tttii>Hfed-' his attention to farming. After his mar-

riage he Uocated on a farm of his own, having

tit>ud;ht one hundred and sixty acres of land which

•waSTh its primitive condition, not a furrow having
been turned or an improvement made upon the

place. With growing energy he began its develop-

ment and succeeded in bringing his fields under a

high state of cultivation. After four years spent

on this farm, he purchased eighty acres adjoining
and in 1898 bought twenty-one acres of land ad-

joining the city limits of De Kalb. Thus, as the

years passed by, he was blessed with prosperity,

his farm becoming one of the valuable properties

of the community. To this place he took his bride

at the time of their marriage in 1871, and they

remained there until 1899. They then removed

to the tract of land adjoining De Kalb and there

Mr. Parker spent his remaining days. He was an

enterprising agriculturist, had carefully conducted

his business interests and was honorable and up-

right in all that he did.

He gave his political support to the republican

party and held membership in the Methodist

Episcopal church of De Kalb, with which Mrs.

Parker is also identified. He took a very active

and helpful part in the church work and for many
years served as class leader and also on the official

board. His life was indeed characterized by high
and honorable principles and governed by motives

which were most commendable. He was never
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known to take advantage of the necessities of a

fellowman in any business transaction and left to

his family not only a handsome competence, but

also an untarnished name.

Mrs. Parker still owns and manages her farms

and in the control of her property, displays ex-

cellent business ability and executive force. She

built a fine residence on her land adjoining the

corporation limits of De Kalb, and there she has

located, surrounded by all the comforts and .some

of the luxuries of life. In the community where

she lives, she has many rriends who esteem her

for her genuine worth of character and who will

be glad to see this mention of Mr. and Mrs. Parker

in the historv of De Kalb countv.

JOHN MARSHALL.

John Mai-.shall, a retired farmer making his

home in Sycamore, is one of tlie early pioneer

.settlers of De Kalb county, owning a finely im-

proved farm of one hundred and thirty-two acres

situated on section 11, Sycamore township, this

property returning to him an income sufficient to

enable him to spend the evening of his days in

well earned ease. iL-. Marshall is a native of

England, born in North Clifton, Nottinghamshire,

Sejitember 21, 182.5. He is a .«elf-made man.

having acquired all that he today enjoys through
his own well directed labors, for at the early age
of thirteen and a half years he began to provide

for his ow-n support, at first working for the

meager sum of twelve and a half dollars per year,

while later he received sixty dollars per year for

his services.

After reaching years of maturity Mr. Marshall

was married in that country to Miss Eliza Baker,
wlio was also born in Nottinghamshire, and the

young couple began their domestic life in the old

world, there remaining until after the birth of two

of their children. In 18.51. thinking to better

provide for the support of himself and family in

the new world, he emigrated to the United States,

being twenty-nine days in making the voyage
across the Atlantic. He at once made his wav to

the new and growing west, taking up his abode at

St. Charles, Illinois, where he secured employ-
ment at farm labor, being thus engaged for a few

years, after which he operated a farm on the shares

for five years. Feeling justified in operating land

on his own account he then removed to Chartei

Grove township, where he operated rented land for

three years, removing thence to Kane county,

where he likewise rented a tract of land. He then

returned once more to De Kalb county and pur-

chased a farm of one hundred and thirty-two

acres, upon w'hich he located. There was a log

cabin which stood upon the place and in this prim-
itive dwelling the family took up their abode,

while the father began the development and im-

jirovement of the land. There was no road lead-

ing to the place but Mr. Marshall soon had a road

laid out and as the years passed and he prospered
in his undertakings he replaced the dwelling
with ;i m(u-e modern frame residence and

Imilt l)arns and outbuildings, so that in

course of time lii.s property was made one

of tlie well improved tracts of Sycamore town

ship. It was the year 1864 that Mr. Mar.shall lo-

cated on his farm on section 11, Sycamore town-

ship, and he there continued to carry on agri-

cultural pursuits until December, 1906, when, feel-

ing that his income was sufficient to enable him to

retire from active business life, he purchased a

nice home in the city of Sycamore, and expects
to spend bis remaining days in well merited rest.

He still, however, retains possession of his farm,

from which he derives a good annual rental.

Mr. Marshall lost his first wife in 1878. She had

become the mother of seven children, but five of

the number have passed away, the deaths of three

occurring within three w'eeks from diphtheria.
One died of scarlet fever and another, who was
ill on the voyage, died in this country in the fall

of thei r arrival. The living members are : Charles

Edward, who follows farming in Sycamore town-

sliip : and Emma A., the wife of Newton Darnell,

a farmer of that township. Mr. Mar.=hall was mar-
ried a second time in 1881, in Lee county, his

union being with Mary E. Slothower, a native of

Frederick county, Maryland, a daughter of John
D. Slothower. who was born in Germany, and lo-

cated in Illinois in 1851.

Mr. Marshall gave his early political allegiance

to the democratic party but in later years has sup-

ported the principles of the prohibition party.

Both he and his wife are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church. Mr. Marshall is a public-
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spirited man, liaviug always taken a most deep
and helpful part in the development of the county

along various lines, and he and his wife are num-

bered among the highly esteemed citizens of Syca-

more and De Kalli county.

JOHN McGIRE.

John ^IcGirr, a grain dealer of De Kalb, was

horn in Afton township on the 7th of August,

1857, his parents being John and Mary (Powers)

McGirr, in whose family were twelve children.

The father was boi-n in County Meath, Ireland, in

1813, was there reared and acquired a good edu-

cation in his youth. On reaching manhood he was

employed as a bookkeeper in a mercantile laouse

in Dublin and in 1850 he came to the United

States. Soon afterward he located in De Kalb

county, Illinois, being among the first residents of

Afton township, where he settled on one hundred

and sixty acres of wild land, entering it as a

homestead from the government. Not a furrow

had been turned or an improvement made upon
"this place and he continued to reside upon the

farm until his death, which occurred in 1878. His

political allegiance w-as given to the democracy
and he was a member of the Catholic church. His

wife, who was born in County Waterford, Ireland,

about 1825, died in 1903. She came to the United

States about the same year as her future hus-

band and they were married in St. Charles, Illi-

nois. Si.x of their children survive, namely : Den-

nis, who is living on the old homestead in Afton

township; Patrick, a resident of Carrollton, Illi-

nois
; Eose, the wife of Peter Jordan, of Chicago ;

Teressa, the wife of James Fitzgerald, of Maple
Park, Illinois; and Nellie, living in De Kalb.

The other member of the family is John Mc-

Girr of this review, who was born and reared upon
the old homestead and in the common schools pur-
sued his education. He received practical training

in farm work and in 1880 he purchased a farm,

becoming owner of one hundred and sixty acres

in Afton township. With characteristic energy he

began its further development and improvement
and at a later date he extended the boundaries of

liis place by an additional purchase of forty

•acres. He continued to reside upon the farm until

1889, when he rented his land and came to De
Kalb to engage in the grain business. He has

shown excellent executive ability from early man-
hood and has prospered as a grain merchant, Ijeing
one of the leading Inisiness men in this line in

De Kalb.

On tJie 14th of November, 1882, occurred tlip

marriage of Mr. McGirr and Miss Hannah Ped-

mond, of Malta township, De Kalb county, and a

daughter of j\Iurt Redmond, now a retired farmer
of the city of De Kalb. ITnto Mr. and ilrs. Mc-
Girr have been born four children, of whom three

are living: Murt, Louis and Elizaljcth.

Mr. McCJirr is a member of DeKalb camp, M.
W. A. : De Kail) lodge. No. 717, Knights of Colum-
bus ; De Kalb lodge of the Yeomen of America;
and the Catholic church. For ten years he served

as road commissioner of Afton township. He has

led a life of activity and enterprise and his pres-
ent creditable position in the business world has

come by reason of the steadfast purpose whicli he

has manifested in his business career.

FOY & STERICKER.

Foy & Stericker, sheep feeders have the largest

private sheep feeding plant in the state of Illinois.

It is located at Sycamore along the right of way
of the Chicago & Great Western Railway. The
business was located here by the firm on account

of the unsurpassed shipping facilities afforded by
the Great Western, with its direct line to Omaha,
Kansas City. St. Joseph, Missouri, and St. Paul.

It is also but fifty-two miles from Chicago. The

plant comprises five acres of land and the im-

mense barns thereon have a feeding capacity per
season of from twenty-five to thirty-five thousand.

Twelve thousand head can be taken care of on the

inside and from ten to fifteen thousand outside.

The plant is thoroughly equipped in every respect

and there is an abundance of pure water. The

average amount of feed used is thirty thousand

bushels of corn in a season of six months, fifteen

hundred tons of screenings and one thousand tons

of hay. A large quantity of the feed has to be

shipped in and yet the business makes an excel-

lent market for the farmers of De Kalb county,

who haul their hav and grain to Fov & Stericker's
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plaut from a distance of from three to five miles.

The excellent quality of the feed used is one of

the reasons for the success achieved by the firm,

the best of clover hay being purchased, together

with extra heavy screenings and cracked corn.

On account of the proximity to Chicago sheep can

be shipped late at night and are on the market

early the next morning. The firm consists of

William Foy and Arthur Sterioker and both are

men of excellent business ability, well liked be-

cause of their fine traits of character, as well as

their business enterprise and success.

GEORGE W. NESBITT, M. I).

Dr. George W. Nesbitt, practicing along modern

scientific lines in his efforts to alleviate suffer-

ing and restore health, has gained an enviable

reputation as a member of the medical fraternity.

He is one of De Kalb county's native sons, hav-

ing been born at the old homestead in Sycamore,

March 13, 1869. His father, George W. Xesbitt,

Sr., was one of the most popular physicians and

surgeons of De Kalb county. He was born in

Attica, Xew York, August 20, 1837, his parent?

being Henry and Eleanor (Sm3'th) Nesbitt.

Henry Nesbitt was born in County Cavan, Ire-

land, in 1803, and became a resident of the United

States in 1819, while his wife was l>orn in Argyle,

Washington county, New York, in 1802. Henry
Nesbitt became a resident of Attica, New York,

and following his marriage engaged in general

fanning for many years, or until his death, which

occurred in June, 1883. His wife passed away in

Wyoming county. New York, in 1862.

Dr. George W. Nesbitt, Sr., was reared to farm

life, assisting in the woi-k of the fields, while in

the winter months he pursued a public-school edu-

cation prior to entering the Genesee and Wyoming
Seminary, at Alexandria, New York. He was

graduated with honors from that institution, and.

seeking the broader business opportunities of the

west, he removed to Genoa, Illinois, where for one

winter he engaged in teaching school. In the fol-

lowing spring he traveled quite extensively, and

during the summer months was with a govern-

ment surveying party on the Eed River of the

North, ojterating principally in Minnesota. In

the winter following he taught school in Boone

county, Illinois, after which he went to Arkansas

and other states, where he also followed that pro-

fession. Believing that he would find the practice

of law congenial, he begun reading with that end

in view in the ofiiee and under the direction of

Hon. Charles Kellum, of Sycamore, but changing

his plans took up the study of medicine in 1860

with Dr. H. H. Rice, of Randolph county, Illinois,

as his preceptor. A year later he returned to Alex-

andria, New York, and continued his studies under

the supervision of Dr. H. B. Miller. He also

attended lectures at the Buffalo Medical College

and was graduated on the 21st of February, 1865.

Dr. Nesbitt then began practice in Buffalo.

New York, where in connection with Dr. G. W.

McCray he also conducted a wholesale and retail

drug store. In the fall of 1866, however, he sold

his interest in the drug business and began a pros-

pecting tour with a view to securing a permanent
location. He proceeded by lake and canal to Pitts-

burg, thence down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers

to St. Louis, after which he traveled through vari-

ious states in the south, remaining for a few days

or weeks at a place as inclination prompted. Re-

turning to St. Louis he traveled on horseback

through Illinois and on reaching Sycamore deter-

mined to make this city his place of residence.

Here he at once opened an office and soon estab-

lished a reputation as a physician and surgeon

second to none in northern Illinois. Shortly after

locating here he was one dajr in front of Water-

man's store when a box of soldiers' clothing was

opened. The war having closed a large quantity

of army clothing was thrown upon the market,

one case having been purchased by Sycamore deal-

ers. In a spirit of fim Dr. Nesbitt mounted the

box, and being a fluent speaker delivered a pa-

triotic address and then began to auction off a

suit of clothes. He was surprisingly successful

and soon sold the entire shipment
—the unexpected

result of a joke. His power demonstrated, he was

then engaged by the firm to sell elsewhere and

remained in partnership with them in this branch

of business for about six months, or as long as the

supply lasted. He did a thriving business and

declared that lie made money faster than at any

period of hi.* life.
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In aijdition to the pnu-tiee of medicine Dr.

Nesbitt eugaged in breeding fine stock and at

one time had a number of tlioroughbreds, but

foreseeing a falling oiT in the demands for and

price of stock, he sold a portion and traded the

balance for twelve hundred acres of land in Kan-

sas. He named his ranch Bally Haise in honor

of his father's birth place in Ireland.

On the 23d of June, 1864, at BufEalo, New

York, Mr. Nesl)itt was married to Miss Mary H.

Davis, a native of Chippewa, Canada. They had

three children, of whom one died in infancy, the

others being George W., of this review; and John

B., who was born in Sycamore, January 31, 1873.

and after acquiring a public-school education here,

attended the Chicago Medical College, now a de-

partment of Northwestern University, from which

he was graduated in June, 1897. He then fonned

a partnership with his brother and tkey kave an

extensive practice. Dr. Nesbitt, Sr.j wag.a.'inddi-i

cal practitioner of broad and thorough knowl-

edge, wlio contributed many valuable ap.tit2ks.'to'

the medical press and was also welf -kndwif'-as-'a

lecturer. He belonged to the Illinois State Medi-

cal Society and the American Medical Associa-

tion and was frequently heard in address in other

meetings upon subjects of general interest. For

two years he served as vice president of the State

Medical Society. Fraternally he was a Mason and

took a deep interest in the work of the craft. He
was also prominent in public life and at the time

of his demise was mayor of Sycamore. He passed

away April 29, 1894, and his death was deeply

regretted by many friends as well as his immedi-

ate family.

Dr. George W. Nesbitt, whose name introduces

this record, entered the Sycamore schools at the

usual age, passing through successive grades and

afterward attended the State University, at Cham-

jjaign, Illinois. He was graduated from the Chi-

cago Medical College, now the Northwestern Uni-

versity, April 22, 1892, with a class of fifty-five

members, and immediately joined his father in

practice, since which time he has been well known

as a member of the medical fraternity in his na-

tive city. He and his brother are in partnership

and their practice is more extensive than that of

any other physicians of Sycamore. Dr. Nesbitt

of this review belongs to the Illinois Medical

Society, the De Kalb County Medical Society and

the American Medical Association. He has kept

in touch with the trend of modern thought and

investigation in the line of his practice and is

quick to adopt new methods which promise to

prove of value, at the same time being slow to

discard the old and time-tried methods of prac-

tice whose worth has been proven.

On the 16th of August, 1894, Dr. Nesbitt

wedded Miss Cora C. Whittemore, a native of

Sycamore and a daughter of Captain Henry C.

"Whittemore, mentioned elsewhere in this volume.

The Doctor belongs to the Masonic fraternity, in

which he has attained high rank and is a mem-
ber of the Mystic Shrine. In politics he and his

brother are independent. His is one of the fine

homes in Sycamore, located at the corner of State

and California streets. The name of Nesbitt has

long figured prominently and honorably in con-

nection with the practice of medicine here and

tlie life work of Dr. Nesbitt of this review re-

flects still further honor and credit upon it.

NEWELL DARROW GILBERT.

Newell Darrow Gilbert, superintendent of

schools at De Kalb, and recognized in educational

circles as an able representative of the W'Ork of

public instruction in Illinois, was born in Clyde,

Xew York. His father, the Rev. Silas B. Gilbert,

was a Baptist clergyman of Illinois for nearly

forty years. He married Julia Gage Gilbert, and

both were born and reared in western New York

and were of unmixed Puritan ancestry. The

father died in 1894, at the age of seventj'-five

years, while his wife, surviving tmtil 1906, passed

away at the age of eighty-six.

Brought to Illinois in early boyhood, Newell D.

Gilbert pursued his education in the ptiblic schools

of Mendota, Illinois, of Marshall, Michigan, and

of Freeport, Illinois, and was graduated on the

completion of the classical course in the Illinois

Wesleyan University in 1879. He taught his first

school in the vicinity of Freeport but after three

months took up bookkeeping in the employ of the

hardware firm of Lawler & Burchard, of Freeport,
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with whom he continued until he entered college.

His first work as a high-school teacher was at

Litchfield, Illinois, leaving college for a year in

order to undertake that work. Following his

graduation he became superintendent of the Clin-

ton (Illinois) schools, where he remained from

1879 until 1882. After brief superintenilence at

Utica, Illinois, from 1882 until 1884, and at May-

wood, Illinois, from 1884 until 1887, he took

charge of the schools at Austin, a suburb of Chi-

cago, where he remained for twelve years, from

1887 until 1899. He came to De Kalb at the

opening of the Xorthern Illinois State Normal

School, to take charge of the city schools and

later, on the retirement of Dr. Charles A. ili-

Murry, became the head of the training school,

continuing also as city superintendent. In this

dual capacity he is now serving. Under his direc-

tion the training school and all of the institutions

of public ediication in De Kalb are making sub-

stantial and creditable advancement.

In December, 1879, Professor Gilbert was mar-

ried at El Paso, Illinois, to Miss Elizabeth Clark.

3. lady of Scotch ancestry, born at Montreal, Can-

ada. Their children are: Dr. Newell Clark Gil-

bert, a graduate of the Northwestern Medical

School of the class of 1907; and Julia Elizabeth

•Gilbert, a student in Rockford (Illinois) College.

PATRICK M. HART.

Patrick M. Hart, who for many years followed

farming in Milan township, but spent his last days

in Malta, where he died on the 22d of February,

1905. was for a long period a worthy, respected
and valued resident of De Kalb county. A native

of Ireland, he was bom in County Sligo in 1832

and was a son of Edward and Katie (Madden)
Hart, who were farming people of the Emerald

isle and never came to the United States.
'

The son obtained his education in the land of his

nativity and having arrived at years of maturity
was there married on New Year's day of 1855

to Miss Margaret Burns, who was also born in

Sligo county. Soon afterward they crossed the

Atlantic to Canada, having heard favorable re-

ports of the business opportunities and advantages
offered in the new world. For a year Mr. Hart

remained in the British province and was employed

at farm labor. He then crossed the border into the

republic, his wife remaining in Canada about one

year, and in the vicinity of Piano, Illinois, he

worked as a farm hand and also rented land for

nine years.

In that time he and his wife carefully saved

his earnings and in 18C5, with the capital he had

acquired through his own lai)ors, he purchased a

farm in Milan towmship, becoming owner of one

hnndrod and si.xty acres, for which he paid but

twelve dollars per acre, owing to the scarcity of im-

provements there and to the little demand for land

of the locality, which kept realty values very low.

Property had risen in price, however, when he made
his second purchase, at which time he paid twenty-
tliree dollars per acre for an eighty-acre tract. The
first purchase was entirely raw land, Mr. Hart

turning the first furrows upon it and transforming
the wild prairie into richly cultivated fields. Upon
the place he built a frame house containing three

rooms and this structure is now part of the pres-

ent residence which stands upon the farm. His

nearest neighbors were a mile and a half and two

miles away, and the family e.\perienced many of

the privations and hardships of pioneer life in

those early days. As the years passed by, however,

Mr. Hart brought his land under a high state of

cultivation and added many modern equipments
and accessories, making his farm in Milan town-

ship a valuable property, which he continued to

cultivate until 1890. He then retired from active

life and removed to Malta, where his remaining

days were passed.

Unto Mr. and .Mrs. Hart were born five chil-

dren: William E., a carpenter living in Mar-

seilles, Illinois; Mrs. Cora E. He.ss, whose hus-

band is a contractor and plumber at Los Angeles,

California; Alice J., who is with her mother in

Malta : Edward J., a farmer of Kingsbury county,
South Dakota : and George S.

For about fifteen years Patrick M. Hart was a

resident of Malta, enjoying in an honorable retire-

ment the comfort and ease which the years of his

former labor made possible. He wa? truly a self-

made man who owed his prosperity entirely to his

own labors, his careful management and unfalter-

ing diligence. He died on the 22d of February.

1905, and is still survived by Mrs. Hart, who yet

lives in Malta. Mr. Hart was a member of the



o

if



THF NEW YORK
PUBLIC LIBRARY

A^TOh, LENOX

l^fc^tK fOtWQATIOMS.



PAST AND PEESENT OP DE KALB COUNTY. 291

Methodist Episcopal church, to which Mi's. Hai-t

also belongs.

George S. Hart, who carries on general farming
on section 16, Milan township, was born July 3,

1874. in the house which he now owns and occu-

pies. In his early boyhood days he trudged off to

the nearest district school in Milan township and

therein mastered the common branches of English

learning. He lived with his parents after their

removal to Malta until his marriage, which was

celebrated December 11, 1895, the lady of his

choice being Miss Petra Cody, daughter of Peter

and Esther (Johnson) Cody, both of whom were of

Norwegian parentage and came to the United

States in 18G6, settling in Milan township, where

Mr. Cody carried on farming until his death

which occurred in 1886. His wife survived him

until 189.5.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Hart has been blessed

with four children: Earl LeEoy, born April 14,

1897; Myrtle Lillian, born November 24, 1899;-

Esther Margaret, boni June 31, 1902: and George,

born February 1, 190.5. Pollowing their marriage

the parents remained in Malta until 1000, when

they took up their abode on the old Hart home-

stead, comprising two hundred and forty acres of

land on section 16, Milan township. This Mr.

Hart purchased in 1906, so that he is now owner

of an e.xcellent property. In his political views

he has always been a republican, supporting the

party at the ballot box, and is now serving as town

clerk, while for one term he filled the position of

tax collector. He and his wife are members of the

Methodist Episcopal church at Malta. His life has

been characterized by all that is honorable in man's

relations with his fellowmen and in business he has

never taken advantage of the necessities of others,

but has been upright and thereby commands the

good will and confidence of those with whom he has

been associated.

FRANK EVEEETT STEVENS.

Frank Everett Stevens, descended from one of

the very oldest families of De Kalb county
—the

LaPortes of Paw Paw township
—is the oldest

son of Captain John Stevens and Marie Sophie
(LaPorte) Stevens. He was born at Dixon. Illi-

nois, on the 5th of January, 1856. At the age
of six, his father, captain of Company H, Forty-
sixth Eegiment of Illinois Volunteers, was killed

at the battle of Shiloh, and the youngster's future

was eclipsed at a stroke, if indeed any had been

promised him. At great sacrifice, his mother put
liim through the public schools, his contributions

being work in the local factories during the sum-
mer vacations until the month of August, 1871,
when he found permanent employment as deputy
clerk of the circuit court and recorder, under the

then clerk, Jonathan N. Hyde. He continued in

that office until the month of April, 1875.

In that eventful month, while pursuing his cus-

tomary duty of office janitor, which was a part of

his official duty, his eye detected a letter in the

waste basket written by General E. F. Dutton of

Sycamore, asking Mr. Hyde if the latter could

send him a deputy with which to finish out his

term of office, his former deputy having purchased
the De Kalb county abstract office. The letter had

been read and thrown carelessly into the waste

basket to die the death common to most letters:

but once detected, it was recovered and placed into

the-, young clerk's pocket for use in an interview

with the boss on the following morning. The re-

sult of that interview was Stevens' departure for

Sycamore that very day to seek his fortune. The

position was secured and Sycamore became his

future home, exemplifying thereby, the saying that

"it's a poor waste basket that brings nobody good."
Stevens continued in the office under succeeding

clerks. Cox and Dustin. Meantime, he read law

evenings and in the autumn of 1877 he was ad-

mitted to practice.

On October 15, 1878, he was married to Miss

Sadie Lattin, only daughter of Carlos and Nancy
Lattin. Of that marriage one child has .been born,

Grace LaPorte Stevens, July 4, 1882.

With the Dakota boom of 1881-2, like many
another from the same coimty, Stevens went west,

locating at Huron in the infancy of that now

populous and beautiful city. There, beside occu-

pying the office of county treasurer, he established

the Beadle Coimty Bank, which very soon grew
into the Beadle County National Bank, and of it

he became cashier, vice president and president

successively. The business prospered until from

its position as pioneer, six other banks established

themselves in the same line. In a restricted field
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which could offer encouragement to no more than

two at best, especially with continued bad crops

and the decimation of the country's population,

consolidations and discontinuances became the

rule, and the Beadle County Bank paid off its

depositors and in 1890, Mr. Stevens went to Chi-

cago to open a broker's office. There he continued

until the present year, which has witnessed his

retirement from active business and removal back

to Sycamore, and into the old Lattin family man-

sion wherein were born his wife and daughter;

wherein he was married; wherein died the father

and mother of his wife and the site of which has

been in the possession of the family continuously

from March, 1835, when Carlos Lattin took up

his claim and became the first settler of Sycamore,

to the present, a period of seventy-two years.

It has been said, and well said too, that every

well regulated man needs a hobby. Mr. Stevens

has his in book collecting, more especially that

branch of book collecting which affects the state of

Illinois, and we are safe in saying that the col-

lection ranks first and best in the country. A taste

for reading for many generations has run in the

veins of the family and he comes naturally by his

love of books. Of his father it was often said,

that, were the New Testament to be obliterated,

John Stevens could supply it from memory, chap-

ter and verse, and so it might be said of Scott's

poems. Individually, Mr. Stevens has to his credit

in literature, "The Black Hawk War," "Illinois in

the War of 1812," "Wakefield's Sacs and Foxes,"

and newspaper and magazine work to a consider-

able amount. The Caxton ('lub, Chicago, of

which he is a member, is a Ijook-lover's club, who.se

membership is composed of names familiar to

everv bookman of the countrv.

ALVA F. POST.

For twenty years Alva F. Post has lived in

Shabbona, prior to which time he was connected

for a number of years with general agricultural

pursuits in De Kalb county and was numbered

among the enterprising agriculturalists of this

part of the state. He is also classed with the early

settlers, for his residence here covers a period of

fifty-six years. The work of improvement and

progress had been carried on to only a slight de-

gree at the time of his arrival, and he took his

part in the task of developing and improving the

county along the line of material advaneeiuont.

Mr. Post is a native of the Empire state, having

been born in St. Lawrence county, New York,

April go, 182G. His father, John Post, was a na-

tive of Vermont, and when a young man became a

resident of St. Lawrence county, New York,

where he married Jerusha Fuller, daughter of

Jacob Fuller. His death occurred a few years

later, in 1828, and some years afterward his widow

became the wife of David Hamilton and removed

to Illinois. They cast in their lot with the

pioneer settlers of De Kalb county.

.\lva F. Post is entirely a self-made man. When

quite young he began earning his own living, work-

ing at farm labor for a small wage. During the

winter months he attended the common schools,

while in the summer seasons he continued to work

in the fields. Saving his earnings, he carried out

his cherished plan of supplementing his early edu-

cation by more advanced study and entered a

seminary. He taught his first school when eigh-

teen years of age, after which he worked on a farm

during the spring and summer months and en-

gaged in teaching during the winter months.

Thus, among difficulties, he acquired his educa-

tion, and deserves much credit for what he has

accomplished. Peading and perseverance have

ever kept him in touch with the trend of modern

thought and progress and even yet he maintains

a deep interest in the public questions of the day.

Attracted by the opportunities of the growing

west, Mr. Post came to Chicago, April 10, 1851,

but did not remain in the city, proceeding thence

to Sugar Grove township, Kane county, Illinois.

Through the following summer he was employed

at farm labor, and in the fall of that year came to

De Kalb county where he obtained a school for

the winter term at Pritchard's Grove. In the

spring of 1852 he began teaching at Shabbona

Grove where he remained until the spring of

1853, for a term of fourteen months. He next

engaged in carpentering for several years during

the building season, while the winter months were

devoted to educational work. He was for many
vears considered one of the best representatives of

l)ul)lic instruction in De Kalb county, where he

taiiirht school lor twenty-two terms. He has ever
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been a well informed man, possessing soiuul judg-

ment and forming views largel}' imbiased by

personal prejudices.

Mr. Post resided in Lee county, Illinois, from

la'A until 1858, and from 1858 to 1864 he rented

land in and near Pritchard's Grove, De Ka!b coun-

ty. He made his first purchase of land in 1865,

becoming owner of a tract of ninety acres, of

which but a small portion had been placed under

the plow. There was a little house and barn upon
it, and as time passed he further developed and

improved the land, extending the boundaries of

his farm from time to time, until now he owns

two hundred and fifty-four acres, lying about three

miles from the village of Shabbona. There he

carried on general agricultural pursuits for twenty-

two years, when, with the comfortable, competence

acquired from his labors to supply him with the

necessities and comforts of life, he removed to

Shabbona where he has since made his home.

He owns his residence and other property in tlie

village, but has sold his farm to his son-in-law,

Bert L. Greenfield.

April 26, 1854, was celebrated the marriage of

Mr. Post and Miss Marietta Haselton, a native of

New York, as were her parents, Hanford and

Dorcas (Perry) Haselton. Mrs. Post was born in

Jefferson county, and was reared and educated iu

Cleveland, Ohio. Prior to her marriage she was

engaged in teaching in Kane county. There were

five children born of this marriage: Ida, now the

wife of A. J. Chandler, a resident of the city of

Washington; Emery, who is married and lives in

Minnesota; Elma D., the wife of Bert L. Green-

field, a substantial farmer of Shabbona township,

who now owns the old family homestead ;
Mabel,

the wife of William Kennedy, also a resident far-

mer, of Shabbona township; and Eddie, who

died in childhood.

Mr. and Mrs. Post hold membership in the

Congregational church at Shabbona and contribute

generously to its support and are interested in its

work. Mr. Post has cast his ballot for the prin-

ciples of the republican party since its organization

and his first presidential vote supported General

Zachary Taylor in 1848. The cause of education

has ever found in him a strong champion and he

has served as a member of the school board for

many years. While in Lee county he was also

township trustee. There are today only four

people residing in Shabbona township who were

here at the time of Mr. Post's arrival, and his

memory encompasses the period of its early de-

velopment when wolves were seen on the prairie

and wild game was frequently killed. Much of

the land was still undeveloped and the prairies

had not yet brought forth the rich and abundant

crops which have made Illinois one of the greatest

agricultural states of the Union. Mr. Post has

been an active factor in the agricultural and edu-

cational development of this part of the state,

and his efforts have been of direct and far-reach-

ing benefit, making him one of the honored and

valued, as well as one of the most venerable, citi-

zens of De Kalb countv.

JAMES LeROY WARNER.

James LeRoy Warner, a leading merchant of

Sandwich, carrying the most complete line of dry

goods, boots and shoes, clothing and groceries in

the county, has built up his business along lines

of modern development and enterprise and stands

today as one of the foremost representatives of

trade in this part of the state. His parents, J ames

and Charlotte B. (Townsend) AVarner, came to

Sandwich in 1855. The father entered mercantile

circles here, after teaching school for four terms

and clerking for a period. It was in 1859 that he

established a clothing and woolen store in Sand-

wich, and from that time forward was closely asso-

ciated with commercial interests of the city until

he sold out to his son. He was born August 7.

18.33, in Jackson, Washington county. New York,

and was therefore a young man of only twenty-

two years when he arrived in De Kalb county.

He had learned telegraphy and at intervals acted

as telegraph operator for the Illinois & Missis-

sippi Telegraph Company. After embarking in

merchandising he concentrated his energies upon

the upbuilding of his business and in 1865 ad-

mitted a partner, for the demands of a growing-

trade were heavy upon him and lie needed assist-

ance. He carried a line of ready-made clothing

and boots and shoes and also conducted a mer-

chant tailoring establishment. At a later date he

bought his partner's interest and conducted the

business alone until he was joined by his son.
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J. LeKoy, who' became liis successor by purchase

of the stock in 1889.

James LeEoy AVarner is one of tlie native sons

of Sandwich, his birth having occurred on the

19th of May, 1863. xit the usual age he entered

the public schools and passed through successive

grades, eventually pursuing a course in a business

college, thus becoming well qualified for the

onerous and responsible duties that have devolved

upon him in his later commercial connections. As

stated, he joined his father, assisting him in the

conduct of the store, and in 1889 became sole

owner of the business. He now has one of the

most complete lines of dry goods, boots and shoes,

clothing and groceries in the county and occupies

four stores, the building being three stories in

height with basement. The entire place is util-

ized in the accommodation of his extensive stock

of goods and his trade has had a steady and sub-

stantial growth, the volume of business transacted

over his counters having reached large proportions.

He is systematic and methodical in all that he

does, faithfully meets every obligation that de-

volves upon him and has won a position in com-

mercial circles that is accorded only in recogni-

tion of genuine worth and commercial integrity

and honor.

Mr. Warner was married to Miss Caro Mosher,

a daiighter of Captain Fred S. Mosher, a banker

at Sandwich, mentioned elsewhere in this volume.

The wedding was celebrated February 23, 1897,

and the Warner home is now Justly celebrated for

its gracious and charming hospitality. Mr. War-
ner and his father are members of the Masonic

fraternity. In the city of his nativity, where his

entire life record is as an open book which all

may read, he enjoys the good will and confidence

of his fellowmen and his warmest friends are

those who have known liim from his bovhood davs.

MRS. HULDAH H. CAETER.

Mrs. Huldah H. Carter, wdio more than half a

century ago came to De Kalb county and is there-

fore numbered among its earliest residents, has

through passing decades witnessed the changes
which have occurred and transformed this part of

the state from a pioneer region into one of the

most prosperous agricultural and manufacturing

districts of the state. What a difEerence in the

mode of living at the present and that of half a

century ago, when the telephone was unknown and

the telogrnpli but little used. Comparatively few

railroads had been built in this part of the state

and it was a long and wearisome journey for the

family from New York to Illinois, coming as they

(lid in covered wagons.

Mrs. Carter was born in Chautauqua county.

New York, February 5, 1837. Her parental grand-

parents were Alfred and Huldah (Simons) White,

both natives of A^ermont, and it was in that state

that her father, William White, was bom in 1810

He married Catharine Elizabeth Eavlin, wdio was

bom in Vermont in 1813. Her father, the Rev.

Thomas Eavlin, was a Baptist minister and mar-

ried Hannah AAHiitman. They, too, were natives

of the Green Mountain state. William White w'as

a famier by occupation and in the year 1844 he

started for what was then the far west, making the

journey to Illinois in a covered wagon, after the

primitive manner of travel in those days. He

located in Kaneville, Illinois, and in 1853 came to

De Kalb county, which was then largely an un-

settled district, the work of improvement and de-

velopment lying largely in the future. He died a

vear later and one of the five children of the fam-

ily has also passed away.

His daughter Huldah, the third in order of

birth, was educated in the common schools of

Elburn, Illinois, and remained at home until her

marriage, which was celebrated in De Kalb, De-

cember 25, 1855, when she became the wife of

Orlando Carter, a native of Chenango county. New

York, and a son of Jerry and Lydia (Ames)

Carter, early settlers- of this county and promi-

nent famiing people. Orlando Carter followed

general agricultural pursuits until the last few-

years of his life, when he was engaged in the livery

business in De Kalb. He was an enterprising

agriculturist and a successful business man, and he

thus left a comfortable property to his widow,

when on the 2d of August, 1896, he was called to

his final rest. He was respected because of his

genuine personal worth and he had a wide and

favorable acquaintance in the county.

Mrs. Carter, thus relieved of all need for anxiety

about her business interests, devotes her time to

her home, church and social interests. She is a
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member of the Baptifet church and of the Woman's
Home and Foreign Missionary Societies and also

of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union and

the State Equal Suffrage Association. She is very
active in all of these different organizations and

her labors are effective, far-reaching and beneficial.

She is generous in her contributions to their sup-

port, is a lover of music, a friend of education and.

in fact, is interested in all the movements and

organizations for the benefit and uplifting of man-
kind. Moreover, she possesses a social, genial
nature that wins her friends wherever she goes.

HAREY F. EOLAND.

Harry F. Eoland is a self-made man, who as the

architect of his own fortunes has builded wisely
and well. He deserves much credit for what he has

accomplished and his life record should serve as a

source of inspiration and encouragement to others,

showing what may be done even when one has no

special family or pecuniary advantages to aid him

at the beginning of life. Mr. Roland was born in

Clinton township, De Kalb county, Illinois, March

IG, 1869. His father, George W. Eoland, was a

native of Ohio, born in the year 1839, and when

eighteen years of age he came to Illinois, settling

first at Piano. There he worked at farm labor

until his work had brought him sufficient capital
to justify his purchase of one hundred and sixty

acres of land in Milan township, De Kalb county,
which he still owns. He was married to Miss

Sarah J. Taylor, a native of New Jersey, and

they became the parents of four sons. Mr. and
Mrs. Eoland are now residents of Kendall county,

having resided at Piano for the past seventeen

years amid friends and neighbors who entertain

for them the warmest respect and regard.

In his bo}'hood days Harry F. Eoland pursued a

common-school education. He had no special ad-

vantages to aid liim at the outset of his career

and he started out in life empty-handed. He

«arly came to a realization of the fact that labor

is the only safe foundation upon which to build

success and he put forth earnest and strenuous

•effort to advance from a humble financial position

to one of affluence. As a companion and helpmate
for life's journev he chose Miss ]\Iinnie Abbot,

wliom he wedded on the 18th of January, 1893.

She was born February 15, 1873, in De Kalb

county, a daughter of William and Saphrona
Abbot. Her father was born June 21, 1854, and
her mother on the 25th of July, 1856. They are

still living. At the time of their marriage Mr.

and Mrs. Roland took up their abode upon a

rented farm, where they lived for ten years. Care-

fully saving his earnings and receiving much
assistance from his wife in her careful and eco-

nomical management of the household, Mr. Eoland
was at length enabled to purchase a farm and

became owner of one hundred and fifty acres on

section 6, Afton township. He has since built a

fine house on the place and also a good barn and
other outbuildings for the shelter of grain and

stock. He uses the latest improved machinery to

facilitate the work of the fields and annually

gathers good crops as the result of the wise judg-
ment which he manifests in the cultivation of

his fields.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Roland have been born three

daughters: Winona V., born March 10, 1894; Ua

D., born June 8, 1896
; and Myrtle F., born Janu-

ary 8, 1901. The parents attend the services of

the Methodist Episcopal church and contribute

to its support. Mr. Roland votes the republican
ticket and for one year served as ta.x collector of

Milan township, \\liile he is never remiss in the

iluties of citizenship, his time and attention are

largely given to the farm work and his good

management and unfaltering diligence constitute

the basis of his financial advancement. An ana-

lyzation of his history shows that he is deserving
of much credit for what he has accomplished, for

j-e has not only won success but has manifested in

his business life the iitmost integrity and relia-

bility in all trade transactions. He is vet a young
man but has attained a success which many an

older man might well envy.

JAMES K. EGBERT, M. D.

Dr. James K. Egbert, one of Sycamore's leading

physicians, was born in Peoria, Illinois, November

15, 1863. He is a son of Andrew J. Egbert, who

on coming to Illinois settled near Peoria, where

he engaged in the stock business, becoming a large
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dealer in live stock. After the father died the

mother and children removed to Chicago. There

were five sons, all of whom have passed away, save

the subject of this review.

Dr. Egbert was educated in the old University

of Chicago, and pursued his professional course in

Bush Medical College, from which he was gradu-

ated with the class of 1886. He began the practice

of medicine at Lisbon, Illinois, where he remained

for two years and then went to Chicago, where he

was county physician for six years. Later he re-

moved to the west for the benefit of his son's

health, remaining in that section of the country

for four years. Since 1903 he has made his home

in Sycamore, engaged in the active practice of

medicine and surgery with excellent results, hav-

ing won a liberal patronage which is indicative of

the confidence reposed in his skill and ability by

the general public.

Dr. Egbert married Kellie B. Scearce, of Dan-

ville, Illinois, and they have three children, Don-

ald, Jean and Eussell. In his political views Dr.

Egbert is a stalwart republican and he belongs to

the Masonic lodge, at Aurora, Illinois. He owns

a fine home at No. 860 De Kalb avenue in Syca-

more, and he and his wife are prominent in social

circles. He is a man of fine personal appearance,

excellent physique, of jovial, genial nature and his

social qualities and genuine personal worth have

made him popular with a large circle of friends,

while his professional ability is gaining him con-

stantlv growing success.

FEANK MOSHEE.

De Kalb has many energetic, wide-awake and

progressive business men, else it w'ould not have

attained to its present prominent position as a

manufacturing and commercial center in the great

state of Illinois. To this class belongs Frank

Mosher of the firm of Mosher & Embree, coal and

lumber dealers. He is also connected with other

business enterprises, and his prominence in com-

mercial circles renders it expedient that mention

be made of him in a history of the representative

men of the county.

Moreover, he is one of De Kalb county's native

sons, his birth having occurred in Afton township

on the 4th of July, 1865. His elder brother.

Grant E. Mosher, is a resident farmer of Afton

township. These are the surviving members of a

family of four children, whose parents were Edwin

L. and Mercy Ann (Waterbury) Mosher. The

father was born in Yates Center, New York, Janu-

ary 2, 1834, a son of Levy and Caroline L. (Smith)

Mosher, both of whom were members of old and

prominent families of New York. Edwin L.

Mosher was reared at Yates Center and was mar-

ried there shortly after attaining his twentieth

year. In 1857 he came west, locating in Clinton

township. De Kalb county, Illinois, where he en-

gaged in farming rented land for about six years

when, his labors having brought him sufficient

capital, he was enabled to purchase a tract of land

of one hundred and sixty acres in Afton township.

This was in 1863 and he at once took up his

abode upon the property. In 1884 he left his son

Grant on the farm and removed to De Kalb, where

he lived retired up to the time of his death, which

occurred on the 28th of September, 1900. His

early political support was given the republican

party but in later years he voted the prohibition

ticket. He served as a member of the board of

aldermen of De Kalb but was in no sense an as-

pirant for political office. He held membership
with the Advent Christian church and was much
esteemed throughoiit the county as an honored

citizen and honorable man. His wife, who was

bom in New York in 1835, was a daughter of

George H. Waterbury, a prominent farmer of that

section. Her death occurred August 21, 1899.

No event of special importance occurred to vary

the routine of farm life for Frank Mosher in his

boyhood and youth. He worked in the fields

through the summer months and in the winter

season attended school, passing through successive

grades in the public schools of De Kalb until he

became a high-school student. At the age of nine-

teen he put aside his text-books and entered upon
his business life as a salesman in the grocery store

of Eoberts & Tyler of De Kalb, with whom he

remained for about three years. He then accepted

a position in the dry-goods store of H. H. Wagner,

under whose training he acquired a valuable

knowledge of business, continuing with Mr. Wag-
ner for four years. In August, 1891, he formed a

partnership with Ernest Carter and purchased the

coal and lumber business of Brown & Young. They
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conducted business under the firm style of Carter

& Moslier for ten years, when in 1901 Mr. Carter

withdrew and E. Embree became a member of the

firm, since which time the business has been car-

ried on under the firm style of Mosher & Embree.

They have a liberal patronage and the business is

conducted in a manner which secures to them a

continuation of a growing trade.

Mr. Mosher was married in 188.5 to Miss Mary
A. Boardman, of De Kalb, a daughter of Cyrus

and Harriet (King) Boardman, who were married

in De Kalb and recently celebrated their golden

wedding. Mr. and Mrs. Mosher have one daughter.

Myrtle L., at home.

Mr. Mosher is a member of De Kalb lodge, No.

155, I. 0. 0. F. ; De Kalb camp, No. 46, M. W. A.
;

and of the De Kalb lodge of the Knights of the

Globe. He takes a deep and helpful interest in

church work and holds membership in the Baptist

church, while for years he has been superintendent

of the Sunday school. He was president of the

Illinois State Baptist Young People's Union for

three years and president of the De Kalb County

Sunday School Association for two years. He is

likewise the president of the Illinois & Wisconsin

Eetail Coal Dealers' Association. At the present

writing he is a member of the board of aldermen

of De Kalb and is serving as chairman of its

finance committee. He is a very busy man, yet he

is ever ready to pause in the midst of his busi-

ness duties to aid in the public welfare. He is

wholly worthy the respect which is everywhere ten-

dered him, for his name is synonymous with honor-

able dealing and with all that is elevating and

beneficial to the city and to the individual.

OSGOOD P. HEEEICK.

Osgood P. Herrick, who was formerly closely

associated with mercantile interests in Sycamore

but is now living retired, belongs to that class of

men who owe their success to unflagging diligence,

unabating energy, careful manas;ement and judi-

cious investment. His salient characteristics have

stood the test of time and he has been found a de-

pendaljle man in all relations of life. He was

born in Marlboro. New Hampshire, in 1841, and

his parents, Jeremiah and Hannah (Smith) Her-

rick, were also natives of that place. The father

was a farmer by occupation and was descended

from an early American family, the genealogy

being traced back to 1629. A still earlier record

dates back to a Danish nobleman by the name of

Ericke but succeeding generations transformed the

orthography to its present style. Henry Herrick,

a son of Sir William Herrick, was one of the foun-

ders of the first church at Salem, Massachusetts.

Jeremiah Herrick, the father, was a prominent
citizen of New Hampsliire, who served as select-

man of his native town and was for two terms the

representative from same in the state legislature.

Osgood P. Herrick, whose name introduces this

record, was one of six children but only two are

now living, his sister being Mrs. H. P. Hall, of

Sycamore. He remained with his parents until

he reached the age of seventeen years, when he

started out in business life by learning the ma-

chinist's trade. In 1863 he went to Fitchburg,

Massachusetts, where he remained until 1887, be-

ing engagfed in the stove and plumbing business

for five years and working as a machinist in the

shops of that city during the remaining years of

his residence there. He then sought a home in

the middle west, locating at Sycamore, where for

twelve years he was a partner of J. C. Joslyn in

tlie sale of books, stationery and fancy articles.

They had a well equipped store and secured a

liberal share of the public patronage. After twelve

years of active connection with the firm, having
been in the business from 1891 until 1903, Mr.

Herrick retired from the firm and is at the present

time a stockholder and one of the directors of

the De Kalb County Telephone Company. He
owns a half interest in a business block in Syca-

more, together with a beautiful residence at No.

305 West Exchange street.

In 1867 was celebrated the marriage of Mr.

Herrick and Miss Mary F. Miller, of Chester,

Windsor county, Vermont, and for nearly forty

years they have traveled life's journey happily

together. Their greatest sorrow came to them in

the death of their only child, a son, who died at

the age of five years. Mr. and Mrs. Herrick attend

the Congregational church, of which the lady is a

member, and they contribute to its support. In

politics Mr. Herrick has always been a republican.

He carried a torch in processions held during the

campaign for John C. Fremont and as soon as age
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conferred upon him the right of franchise he be-

came a supporter of the republican principles and

has since been a stanch advocate of the policy of

the party. He has never aspired to political

office, nor has he held any. He is a blue lodge

Mason and is in sympathy with the teachings and

tenets of the craft. In all of his business life he

has been true to principles of manly conduct and

his activity and energy have been the crowning

points in his business success.

WALTER D. WALROD.

Walter D. Walrod, a farmer residing at No. 74:3

West State street, Sycamore, is the oldest native

born resident of the city now living. The first

white child born here was Hiram Kellogg, but he

has been deceased for several years. The date of

our subject's birth is March 13, 1843. His father,

Erasmus D. Walrod, was a pioneer of De Kalb

count}-, who was born June 13, 1816, at Oak Hill,

Montgomery county. New York, and whose parents

were Peter W. and Mary (Wayt) Walrod. They
were natives of the state of New York, as were

their respective parents, though the family comes

more remotely from German ancestry. Peter W.

Walrod and his family removed to Wyoming coun-

ty, New Y'^ork, when his son Erasmus was seven

years of age, and purchased a farm in Eagle town-

ship. In 1835 the family removed to Illinois,

bringing with them all their household effects in

two wagons drawn by horses. Erasmus Walrod

was then nineteen years of age and he drove a

team of three horses attached to a heavy wagon.
In crossing the black swani]i in Ohio they were

obliged to double teams with other immigrants in

order to make their way over the mud, in which

the wagon wlieels sank to their hubs. The trip

consumed six weeks. On arriving in De Kalb

county the father and his elder brother located at

Union Grove in De Kalb township, and here two

sons and their father each secured a claim, on

which log cabins had been erected. They took

up their abode in these primitive dwellings and

made puncheons for doors, floors and tables. They
lived in true pioneer style, sharing in the hard-

ships and trials incident to life on the frontier.

Peter AValrod retained the ownership of his claim

for about tliree years, when he sold that property
and purchased a tract in what is now Sycamore

township. There he also built a log house and

began the work of improving his land, continuing
his abode there until his death, which occurred in

1844, while his wife survived until 1856. In their

family were nine children.

Erasmus D. Walrod was the eighth in order of

l)irth. As soon as he arrived in De Kalb county
he made a claim in Mayfield township, but it was

jumped and he secured another by purchase from

his brother. It is located in the same township, a

mile west of Sj'camore, and it is what is now the

l'"red Black farm. His home was a log cabin which

he built and occupied until 1839, when he sold

tlie property for len dollars and a half and bought
a claim of L. D. Walrod, situated on section 32,

Sycamore township, a part of which is now in-

cluded within the city limits. The land at that

time, however, had not yet come into market and

when the opportunity for securing his patent ai-

rivcd, Erasmus Walrod borrowed the money and

made entry according to the regulations made and

provided. In 1850, attracted by the discovery of

gold in California, he started on an overland trip

to the Pacific coast, and after traveling over the

hot plains and through the mountain passes for

four months and three days he reached his des-

tination. The party took with them an ample

supply of provisions and spent their nights in

camp, thus avoiding some of the hardships en-

dured by their predecessors over that western route.

They would have completed the entire journey in

comfort had it not been that they overtook three

men without provisions, with whom they divided,

so that it was necessary to shorten the rations for

the entire party somewhat.

Mr. Walrod remained in California for about

two years, after which he returned by way of the

isthmus route to New York, and thence across the

country to Sycamore, where his family had re-

mained during his absence. He had been married

on the 1st of August. 1839, to Miss Melintha

Powell, a daughter of Raschel and Ruth (Pierce)

Powell. Her father was born in England and was

married after arriving in America, his wife being

a representative of an old Massachusetts family.

Mrs. Walrod was born in Monroe county, New

York, November 9, 1817. She lost her father in

infancv. and her mother afterward became the wife
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of James C'artwright, who with the family came

to Illinois in 1837, settling at Union Grove, in

De Kalb township. The land included in the

claim which Mr. Cartwright entered is now the

county poor farm, and upon it splendid improve-

ments have been made. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Wal-

rod were born five children, as follows : Ransom

G., born October 30, 1840, was educated at Prince-

ton, Illinois, but his health failed while he was

in school and he died August 1.5, 18.57. Walter

D. is the second in order of birth and the only

one now living. Edward died in infancy. George

C, who was born August 3, 1849, completed a com-

mercial course in Chicago and afterward engaged
in teaching, and died February 9, 187-5. James E..

the youngest, died in infancy. The father passed

away June 29, 1892, having for more than two

years survived his wife, whose death occurred on

the 21st of October, 1889. The family history is

closely interwoven with the pioneer annals of De

Kalb county, for the representatives of the family

took an active and helpful part in reclaiming

this region for the purposes of civilization and

converting the wild land into richly improved
farms.

Walter D. AValrod was born in a log cabin in

Sycamore about twenty rods fipm-r where; -.he. iipw

resides. Here he was reared, and the public schools

afforded him his educational privileges. In early

manhood he engaged in the livery business for

some time and also in the sale of buggies and

agricultural implements. Later he spent two

years as a resident of Chicago. Having sold out

the livery business and his agricultural implement

store, he now follows farming. He formerly

owned two hundred and forty acres of the home-

stead place but has sold otf this in town lots until

the place now comprises one hundred and ten

acres, adjoining the city of Sycamore. Here he

resides in a beautiful home, which he built at No.

743 West State street. In his farming operations

he is enterprising, his labors bringing him a grat-

ifying measure of success, and a glance at his

place, with its well tilled fields and excellent im-

provements, indicates his careful supervision and

practical methods.

Mr. Walrod was married to Miss Mary Watkins,

of Kane county, Illinois, who died three years later,

leaving one son, William E., who married Edith

Petrie, bv whom he has one daughter, Mildred.

He has been with the canning factory for twelve

years and he and his family live near his father's

place. For his second wife Mr. Walrod chose Eva

Denmark, of Pennsylvania, a daughter of D. J.

Denmark, who died of cancer in December, 1906,

at the age of eighty-four years. By Mr. Walrod's

second marriage there have been born six children ;

Melintha, the wife of George Sell, a butcher of

Sycamore, by whom she has one daughter, Irene;

George, who is engaged in the livery business in

Sycamore with T. H. Hclson, and who married

Nellie Spears; Louis, who is a member of the gro-

cery firm of Oleson, Wliittemore & Walrod, and

who wedded Maud Starks, by whom he has two

children, Ardis and Norma Sylvia; Walter, who

is in Chicago in the employ of Swartz & Sells-

burger, packers of Chicago ; Jennie, who resides at

home ; and Charles, who is with his brother Wal-

ter in the packing house in Chicago. Mrs. Walrod

has one sister in Sycamore, Mrs. F. A. Maxfield.

who is residing at No. 721 West State street.

Mr. Walrod exercises his right of franchise in

support of the men and measures of the repub-

lican party, but has never been a politician in the

sense of office seeking. His wife is a member of

the Methodist Episcopal church at Sycamore. Mr.

Walrod deserves representation in this volume not

only from the fact that he is the oldest living na-

tive son of the city, but also by reason of the fact

that he has taken an active and helpful interest in

the agricultural development of the county, making

a creditable record in business circles as one who

meets his obligations and is straightforward in all

his dealings with his fellowmen.

OCTAVIOUS VANSTONE.

Octavious Vanstone, well known as a breeder and

raiser of fancy horses and a successful agri-

culturist, was born in Devonshire, England, May
14. 1857. Plis father, John Vanstone, also a na-

tive of England, first opened his eyes to the light

of day on the 31st of January, 1831, and when he

had arrived at years of maturity, he was married

in his native country to Miss Elizabeth S}Tnons,

whose birth occurred in England in 1831. They

came to America in 1880 and are now living in

the village of IMalta. De Kalb county, but for many
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years ilr. Vanstone was actively engaged in gen-

eral farming in this locality. Octavious is the

oldest of their twelve children, all living in tlijs

county with the exception of Ehode Yodbon, a

resident of Devonshire, England.

In his native country Octavious Yanstone ac-

quired a common-school education. He has al-

ways been connected with farming interests and

is now the owner of seventy acres of laud, while in

connection with his son he operates three hundred

acres. For twenty-four years he rented and culti-

vated the Bowlan farm and for some time has

made a specialty of raising fine driving horses.

In his live-stock interests he has met with success

and has become well known as a business man in

this connection.

Mr. Vanstone was married in the year 1S77 to

Mrs. Mary Simmons, a widow who was born in

England, July 31, 1848. Her parents were also

natives of that country and spent their entire

lives there. By her first marriage Mrs. Vanstone

had four children: William, horn in 1870;

Mary, born July 19, 1872; Alfred, liorn October

27, 1874; and Anna, born April 27, 187fi. Mr.

and Mrs. Yanstone became the parents of a son

and daughter; Fred B., who was born October 8,

1878, and who is now married and engaged in

business with his father; and Ada, who was bom
March 21, 1881, and is the wife of William Wes-

terberg, living in the city of De Kalb.

Mr. and Mrs. Vanstone are members of the

Episcopal church and he belongs to the Knights of

Pythias lodge, No. 215, at De Kalb. He has

never had occasion to regret his determination to

try his fortune in America, for in this country he

has found good business opportunities and has ad-

vanced steadily, working his way upward by

unfaltering energy and diligence. Politically he

is a republican and has acceptably filled the office

of highwav commissioner for ten vears.

WATSON & WILLITS.

The well known firm of Watson & Willits is

composed of James Arthur Watson and Oron B.

Willits, energetic business men of De Kalb, who
well deserve mention in this volume.

James Arthur Watson, the senior partner, was

bom in Paw Paw township, this county. May 9,

1872, a son of Edward M. Watson, whose birth oc-

cured in Oswego, New York, May 20, 1847. The

mother, Mrs. Anna (Hare) Watson, was born in

Illinois, September 10, 1849,, and they were mar-

ried in Paw Paw township, February 22, 1871.

The father was a farmer by occupation.

The family numbered four children, of whom
James A. Watson is the eldest. He was educated

in the common schools of De Kalb and completed
his course in the high school at Leland, La Salle

county, 'Illinois. Subsequently he engaged in

teaching for one year, after which he began clerk-

ing in a general store at Shabbona for M. P.

Spoor. On the 13th of June, 1895, he came to

De Kalb and entered the dry-goods store of A. E.

Atwood, being employed as a salesman for nine

years, his long continuance there well indicating

his thorough reliability and trustworthiness. On
the 1st of February, 1904, he became manager of

the McCallister Dry Goods Company of De Kalb,

and on the 20th of January, 1905, he embarked in

business on his own account by purchasing the

store of his former employer, ilr. Atwood, and

conducting the enterprise until it was destroyed by

fire on the 10th of January, 1906. On the 15th

of February following he entered into partnership

with Mr. Willits and the relation has since been

maintained, the firm soon gaining recognition as

proprietors of the leading business house of this

city.

Mr. Watson is a member of the Knights of

Pythias lodge at De Kalb and in politics has been

a stalwart republican since age conferred upon
him the right of franchise. He is also a mem-
ber of the First Congregational church and his life

has been actuated by high and honorable prin-

ciples and worthy motives.

On the 27th of ^lay, 1896. in Aurora, Illinois,

'Sir. Watson was married to iliss Margaret M.

MahaflFy, who was born at Hinckley, Illinois, June

30, 1872. Her father, John Mahaffy. was a native

of Ireland and came to America at the age of

nineteen years. He married Martha Brant, who

was born in England and in early life crossed the

Atlantic to the new world. This marriage was

celebrated in Washington county. New York, and

i^fr. and Mrs. Mahaffy came to Illinois in 1869,

settling near Sandwich. De Kalb county. There
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were ten children in their family, of wlioui Mrs.

Mahaffy was the eiglith in order of birth, and

three of the number are now deceased. Unto Mr.

and Mrs. Watson has been born a daughter, Martha

Kuth, whose natal day was November 9, 1899.

Oron B. Willits, the junior partner of the firm

of Watson & Willits, was born in Mercer county,

Illinois, November 5, 1873. His parents were

John Burns and Amanda E. (Boyd) Willits, both

natives of Wayne county, Indiana, born in 1832.

The father's birth occurred on the 4th of July of

that year. They removed to Mercer county, Illi-

nois, prior to the birth of their son Oron and the

father there followed the occupation of farming

until his life's labors were ended in death. His

widow is still living. In their family were five

children, of whom two are now deceased.

Oron B. Willits, the youngest of the family,

completed his education in the Aledo (Illinois)

high school and then entered business life as a

salesman in a dry-goods store, being thus employed

for four years. On severing his business connec-

tions in that town he accepted a clerkship at

Mason City, Illinois, where he continued for one

year, when he embarked in business for himself

at the same place, conducting his store for a year.

On the expiration of that period he returned to

Aledo, where he clerked for four years, and later

he took charge of a store at Elmwood, Illinois,

where he continued for fifteen months. He then

came to De Kalb on the 1st of June, 1905, and

was engaged in clerking here until the lOtli of

January, 1906, when he entered into partnership

with Mr. Watson and the relation has since been

successfully and pleasantly maintained.

On the 27th of June, 1900, at Mason City, Illi-

nois, 'Sir. Willits was married to iliss Daisy B.

Hartzell, who was born in Mason county, this

state, a daughter of Oliver C. and Ella (Gairy)

Hartzell, the former a native of Pennsylvania.

There were three children in the family, of whom

Mrs. Willits is the second. She is a memlicr of

the first Presbyterian church of Mason City, Illi-

nois, and both Mr. and Mrs. Willits are well

known socially in the city, the hospitality of the

best homes being cordialy extended to them. In

his political views Mr. Willits is an earnest repub-

lican.

The firm of Watson & Willits is doing business

at No. 157 East Main street and carries a full

line of dry goods and ladies' ready made apparel.

They now have a large annual trade, carry a com-

plete stock and well merit the success which is

attending their efforts, their sales amounting to

about forty thousand dollars per annum. The

partners are both men of good business ability, of

executive force and ready discrimination, whose

intelligent and well directed labors are bringing

to them gratifying prosperity.

FEANKLIN A. TURNER, M. D.

Dr. Franklin A. Turner, a graduate of the Col-

lege of Physicians & Surgeons, at Chicago, who

since 1899 has practiced in Sandwich with con-

stantly growing success, was born In Oconee, Illi-

nois, November 21, 18G6, and is a son of John M.

and Elizabeth (Woolard) Turner. The mother

was born in Illinois, while her people came from

Tennessee. It was in that state that John M.

Turner was born, and following his removal to

Illinois he followed the occupation of farming.

His death, however, occurred at the comparatively

early age of thirty-two years. The mother is still

living, her home being in Oconee.

Dr. Turner pursued a public-school education

and afterward engaged in teaching for three years

but regarded this as an initial step to other profes-

sional labor, and when opportunity offered carried

out his cherished wish, preparing for the practice

of medicine and surgery. His special training for

that work was received in the College of Physicians

& Surgeons in Chicago, from which institution he

was graduated with the class of 1894. He then

located for practice in Magnolia, Illinois, where he

remained until 1899, when he removed to Sand-

wich. Always desirous of advancing in his profes-

sion that his labors might be of more direct bene-

fit to his patients, he pursued a post-graduate

course in the Chicago Policlinic college in 1901,

and he has ever been a close and discriminating

student, reading broadly and thinking deeply along

the lines which have bearing upon the work of the

profession. He is a member of the American

Medical Association, the North Central Illinois

Medical Society, the De Kalb County Medical So-

ciety and the Illinois State Medical Society, the

interchange of thought and experience in the
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meetings of these organizations bringing him into

close touch with the advancement made by tlie

profession.

Pleasantly situated in his liome life. Dr. Turner

was married September 25, 1895, to ^Miss Cora M.

McCombs, of Chicago, who was born in Ohio, and

is a daughter of John 1). and Elizabeth K. Mc-

Combs, the former a shoe manufacturer. Dr. and

Mrs. Turner hold membership in the Presbyterian

church, in which he is serving as an elder, while

the work of the church receives their hearty en-

dorsement and co-operation. In community af-

fairs the Doctor also does his full share of the

work of public improvement, is serving at the

present writing as alderman of Sandwich and is

also a member of the health commission. In

Masonry he has attained the Koyal Arch degree

and has served as scribe in the chapter. Possessed

of laudable ambition, his life work characterized

by earnest purpose, he has gained a place in the

profession which wins him public support and lia-

gained him favorable notice from his fellow mem-

bers of the medical fraternitv.

FEED A. GEIfiCS.

Fred A. Griggs has for a ciuarter of a century

been engaged in business in Kirkland and the

spirit of enterprise and determination which he

has displayed has enabled him to wrest a com-

fortable fortune from the hands of fate, while

his life record proves that success may be attained

through honorable and unfaltering effort. He wa;?

born in Boone county, Illinois, September 19,

1859.

His father, Calvin Griggs, was a native of

Oneida county, New York, born in 1816, while the

grandfather, Joseph Griggs, was also a native of

the Empire state and was of Scotch parentage. In

the family were three brothers who originally

settled in Massachusetts, while later representatives

ox the name removed to New York. Josepli Griggs
became the founder of the family in Illinois,

coming with his wife and children to this state in

1835, at which time he located at Cherry Valley

in Winnebago county. Much of the land was still

in possession of the government at that time and

he pre-empted a claim and opened up a farm.

Calvin Griggs came with his father in 1835, be-

ing a young man at that time. He assisted in the

arduous task of developing new land and as the

years passed liy lie carried on farming on his own

account, opening up a farm in Boone county, where

he pre-empted land. Later he added more land

and in course of time improved an excellent farm

]iro]iert\- of two hundred and forty acres

near Irene. He added to this place all

modern equipments and accessories and as time

passed tlic fields brought forth rich harvests, from

which he derived an excellent annual income. He
was married in Boone county to Miss- Hannah W.

Smitli, a native of Ohio, who was reared in that

state and was a neighbor of the Garfield family^

having an acquaintance with James A. Garfield in

his childhood days. In fact she took care of him

on the day on which Ms father was buried, while

the other members of the family were in attend-

ance at the funeral. Mrs. Griggs came west to

Illinois with her parents when a young lady.

After their marriage Mr. Griggs located on a farm

and there reared his family and spent his remain-

ing days, passing away in December, 1883. His

wife survived him for a long period and died in

September, 1905. Both lie buried in Flora cem-

etery in Boone county. They were people of

genuine personal worth and were well known

throughout the county when it was a frontier dis-

trict, Mr. Griggs bearing his full part in the work

of general progress and improvement which con-

verted the county from a pioneer region into a

rich agricultural section. In the family were six

sons and three daughters, of whom five sons and

three daughters are now living.

Fred A. Griggs was reared to manhood upon
the old home farm in Boone county and was pro-

vided with good educational privileges. He at-

tended the common schools and afterward was a

student in the high school at Belvidere. After ar-

riving at years of maturity he engaged in teach-

ing in Boone and De Kalb counties for several

years and then spent two summers in South Da-

kota and North Dakota, dealing in farm imple-

ments. Upon his return to this county he engaged
in general merchandising at Kirkland, carrying

on the business for six years. He was again a

Teacher foi' two or three years, after which he once

more became connected with commercial pursuits

a dealer in furniture, buving out a store which
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he couducted for two years, wlieu he once more

sold out. In all of his business relations he has

been found energetic and reliable and has made an

excellent reputation as a straightforward, pro-

gressive business man.

On the 11th of September, 1889, Mr. Griggs was

united in marriage to Miss Carrie Kirk, and to

them have been born two children: Calvin A.,

who is now a student in the Kirkland high school ;

and Louisa, who is also in school. William T.

Kirk, the father of Mrs. Griggs, was a pioneer of

Kirkland township. He was born November 17,

1815, in Chester county, Pennsylvania, and was
a son of Jonathan Kirk, who in company with his

three sons, Ehsha A., J. Huston and William T.,

removed to Michigan at an early day and was the

first Free Mason buried in that state. In 18.37

tlie three brothers came to Illinois and located on

farms in this section of the state. J. Huston Kirk
is still living at Eockford, Illinois. William T.

Kirk located in Kirkland township, De Kalb

county, and became one of its most prominent and

highly esteemed citizens, as well as one of the .

largest rural tax-payers in the county, ,ow.{iing,afyi
one time over fourteen hundred acres.' In con-

nection with Mr. Byers he platted and laid out

the town of Kirkland. He died at his home in

Franklin township, this county on the 10th of

March, 1900.

Mr. Griggs is now engaged in the real-estate

and insurance business, handles his own lands and
in addition to purchasing and selling property in

this county he has made investments in Marinette

county, Wisconsin, where he owns three hundred
and forty-three acres of land, which he is clearing
and improving. He also handles Dakota lands and
lias village property in Kirkland and farm prop-

erty in De Kalb county.
Mr. and Mrs. Griggs are members of the Congre-

gational church and he is one of its trustees, while

his wife also takes an active part in churcli and

Sunday-school work, being one of the Sunday-
school teachers. Mr. Griggs gives his political

allegiance to the republican party, which he has

supported since age conferred upon him the right

of franchise, being thoroughly in sympathy with

its principles and purposes. The first office which

he ever held was that of township clerk. He was

afterward assessor for nine consecutive years and

then after an interval of one vear was again elected

filling the position to the present time or for

ttn years. He is now acting for the second term

as justice of the peace, has served on the township

committee and has been notary jjublic for some

years. He was likewise a member of the town

board for a considerable period and has freciuently

been a delegate to county conventions. He is rec-

ognized as a prominent republican in his com-

munity, known as a leader of the party, and is a

man who in public affairs has wielded a wide in-

fluence, his support being ever given to measures

which prove of public benefit.

WILLIAM G. BAIE.

William G. Bale, postmaster of Hinckley and a

stockholder in some of its leading business enter-

prises, was born in Squaw Grove township, De

Kalb county, in 1874. His father, William Bale,

a native of Germany, is now living in Hinckley a1

the age of sixty years. He came to the United

States in the spring of 186-5, locating in De Kalb

county, and worked by the month on a farm in

Squaw Grove township. He was then married

and began farming on rented land and when his

labors had brought him sufficient capital he pur-

chased one hundred and seventy acres in Squaw
Grove township. This was in 1890 and the place

still remains in his possession. As a farmer he

was remarkably successful, so conducting his busi-

ness affairs that he annually marketed large har-

vests and commanded high prices for his products.

He is also a stocldiolder in the Hinckley Grain

Company. His political support was given the

democracy until 1896, when his views upon the

money Cjuestion led him to support the republican

party, of which he has since been a stalwart cham-

pion. He belongs to the Gorman Lutheran church

and is a man whose worth is acknowledged by all

who know him. He married Minnie Bornemann,

a native of Germany, now living at the age of sixty

years. She came to the United States in 1861

with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Luwig Borne-

mann, who located at Leland, La Salle county,

and liecame pioneer farming people of Kendall

county, Illinois. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bale were

born six children : Clara M., the wife of Louis A.

Bish, a resident farmer of Kane county; William
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G. ; Minnie D., who is assistant jjostmaster of

Hinckley; Tillie C, principal of the East scliool

of De Kalb; Edward C, who is operating the

home farm; and Lillian May, who died in 1897

at the age of thirteen years.

William G. Bale was reared to fann life and

pursued his education in the Hinckley schools fol-

lowing the removal of the family to that village.

He afterward taught school for one year and in

1895 was appointed postmaster of Hinekle}', in

which position he has served continuously to the

present time. He is also a stockholder in the

Hinckley State Bank and iintil a recent date was

one of its directors. He is likewise a stockholder in

the Hinckley Grain Company. He has thus become

well known in business circles. Mr. Bale is popu-
lar in the community where he resides, for he is

a man of attractive social qualities. He attends

the Methodist Episcopal church, is a member of

the Masonic fraternity and gives his political sup-

port to the republican partv.

CHARLES A. DAENELL.

Charles A. Darnell, engaged in the practice of

law at Piano, is a son of Benjamin A. and Ann C.

(Neer) Darnell. His father engaged in school

teaching and farming and was also an ordained

elder of the Christian church. He married Ann
C. Neer on the Tth of April, 1848, and they were

the parents of seven children, Thomas D., Jolm W.,

George A., Henn- B., Charles A., James R. and

Frank M., of which number Frank and Henry are

deceased.

Charles A. Darnell pursued his education in the

common schools of De Kail) county, being a stu-

dent in old district No. 5. Squaw Grove township,
near Hinckley. He afterward attended Jennings

Seminary in the winter of 1884-5 and was a stu-

dent in the Union Christian College at Merom,
Sullivan county, Indiana, for several terms. Re-

solving to make the practice of law his life work

he began preparation for that profession in the

Northern Illinois College, from which school in

1897 he received the degree of Bachelor of Law.
In 1903 the University of Tennessee conferred

upon him the degree of Doctor of Law. In the

meantime Mr. Darnell had engaged in teaching

for a number of terms. In 1885-6 he taught at

Pierceville, Illinois, and then at Freeland in dis-

trict No. 7. He was afterward the teacher in the

district north of Sandwich, called the Coy district,

and subsequently at Little Rock, Kendall county,

Illinois, where he remained for ten terms. Later

he was the teacher at Big Lake, Illinois, and in

1895-6 was principal of the Sugar Grove school

founded by Professor Hall, his last year as a

teacher being spent at Creston, Ogle county, Illi-

nois. His work as a teacher enabled him to pro-

vide for the support of himself and those depen-

dent upon him and secure his professional educa-

tion.

Having prepared for the bar Mr. Darnell located

for practice in Piano, in 1897, having been ad-

mitted, on the 30th of March of that year. The

first month his fees amounted to only a dollar and

a half, which he collected on the sole case that was

given him during that time. Within two years,

however, he was making on an average of ten

dollars per day. He has practiced continuously in

Piano for the past ten years has been connected

with much important litigation and by judicious

investment of his earnings has accumulated con-

siderable property.

Mr. Darnell enlisted with the Reserves at the

outbreak of the Spanish-American war but was

never called to the front. He has been prominent

and active in community affairs, has served as a

notary public for sixteen years, has been president

of the Piano school board for five years, alderman

for six years and at this writing in 1907 is city

attorney. He was also secretary of the public

library board and is now- acting as secretary of the

Piano Cemetery Association. He has never been

a politician in the sense of office seeking but has

always been a stalwart champion of republican

principles and has delivered campaign addresses,

notably in Indiana when Benjamin Harrison was

candidate for the presidency. He is a trustee of

the Piano Methodist Episcopal church and has

been most generous in the support of church and

charitable institutions and public interests, re-

cently giving a donation of one thousand dollars

toward the erection of the new ]\Iethodist church.

His fraternal relations are with the Masons, hold-

ing membership in the Sunbeam lodge. No. 458,

A. F. & A. M.. and Illinois chapter. No. 107, R.

A. M., at Sandwich. Illinois.
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On the 25th of December, 1890, at West York,

Illinois, Mr. Darnell was united in marriage to

Miss Addah E. Willard, who died September 21,

1891. On the loth of June, 1898, at Creston,

Illinois, he married Alice M. Hiscock, and they

have one child, Lucile E., who was born September

15, 1900. With the force of character that has

enabled him to overcome difficulties and obstacles,

with the laudable ambition that has prompted him

to put forth strong effort for advancement, Mr.

Darnell has made a creditable place for himself in

legal circles and his ability is attested by the liberal

clientage now accorded him.

G. D. HUEBER.

6. D. Hueber has extensive landed interests in

De Kalb county, from which he derives an excel-

lent annital income. His property holdings em-

brace one hundred and sixty acres of the rich land

which has made De Kalb county famous as an agri-

cultural center. A native son of the county, he

was born July 8, 1870. His father, Gottlieb

Hueber, was born at Wurtemberg, Germany, in

1828, and the mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Hueber, was

also a native of Wurtemberg, born in 1829. The

father came to America in 1854, first settling in

Pennsylvania, where he remained for a year. He
then came west to Illinois, taking up his abode

in South Grove township, De Kalb county, where

he carried on general agricultural pursuits for a

year, after which he removed to Malta township
and bought a farm of eighty acres. He has since

accumulated more property, making judicious in-

vestment as opportunity has afforded, until his

landed possessions now embrace five hundred and

sixty acres in Malta township. He still lives upon
the old homestead with one of liis sons and has

passed the seventy-eighth milestone on life's jour-

ney. His life has been characterized by unfalter-

ing activity and iisefulness, by good business abil-

ity and careful investment, and he well merits the

success that has come to him with the passing

years. In his family were eleven children, seven

of whom are yet living, namely: Carrie A., John

W., Fred J., George E., Laura L., William N., and

G. D.. of this review.

G. D. Hueber was the si.xtli in order of birth and

was reared and educated in Malta township, spend-

ing his boyhood days on the old homestead and

working in the fields through the summer months,

while in the winter seasons he mastered the com-

mon branches of English learning. He has al-

ways given his time and energies to the task of

plowing, planting and harvesting.

On the 19th of February, 1896, Mr. Hueber

was united in marriage to Miss Cora A. Schweitzer.

Her father, John H. Schweitzer, was born in Wis-

consin and when a boy came to Illinois. He was

married in Pierce township, De Kalb county, and

unto this union were born four sons and a daugh-

ter, the latter becoming Mrs. Hueber. By her

marriage she has become the mother of five chil-

dren : Clyde M. and Claude H., twins, born No-

vember 4, 1896; Elroy, July 13, 1898; Percy,

September 39, 1902; and Clara, October 20, 1904.

In his political views Mr. Hueber has always

been a republican since age conferred upon him

the right of franchise. He has preferred to con-

centrate his attention upon business affairs rather

than upon political service and has held no office

save that for two terms he was school director. He

belongs to Modern Woodmen lodge, No. 217, and

gives his support to the Evangelical church. The

home farm comprises one hundred and sixty acres

of land, which is owned by Mr. Hueber and which

he has brought under a high state of cultivation,

the fields annually bringing forth rich crops that

find a ready and profitable sale on the market.

JOHN M. BRENNAN.

John M. Brennan, who for three years has con-

ducted the grain, coal and farm machinery busi-

ness of the Great Western Grain Company, at

Esmond, was born on the old farm homestead in

Mayfield township, this county, June 23, 1862,

his parents being Edward and Mary (Kelly)

Brennan. The father was born in Ireland, and

leaving his native country, took up his abode in

Newfoundland in 1830, there remaining for four-

teen years. He followed the life of a sailor and

for a few years was master of a boat plying be-

tween Newfoundland and Boston, Massachusetts.

Later he was engaged in seal fishing from New-
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foundland to the coast of Labrador. In 1844,

however, he left the sea and made his way to Illi-

nois, casting in his lot with the farming popula-

tion of Mayfield township, De Kalb county. Secu;--

ing a tract of land, he carried on general agri-

cultural pursuits for many years, transforming

his property into a finely developed farm, upon

which he lived until his death, which occurred May

3, 1881. His wife passed away August 2, 1893.

At the usual age John M. Breunan entered the

district schools and therein acquired his education.

He remained upon the old farm homestead until

about five years ago, largely assisting in the task

of developing and improving the place. In 1901,

however, he took a position with the International

Harvester Company as traveling representative,

remaining with that corporation for two years, or

until he entered upon his present business connec-

tion with the Great Western Grain Company, hav-

ing charge of the grain, coal and farm machinery

business at Esmond. He also owns a house and

two lots in Sycamore.

On the 11th of January, 1893, Mr. Brennan was

united in marriage to Miss Emma Masterson, a

resident of South Grove township. They have be-

come the parents of four children, Mary, Myrtle,

John and Wallace, all in school. All were born on

the old farm homestead, which was likewise the

birthplace of their father. The parents are mem-
bers of the Catholic church at Sycamore. Mr.

Brennan is a republican, and for five years while

in Mayfield township served as school director but

otherwise has never sought or desired office. He

belongs to the Modern Woodmen camp at Syca-

more and to the Knights of Pythias fraternity at

De Kalb. He is a worthy representative of the

business life of his village and since starting out

for himself has made steady and substantial prog-
ress.

AVILDER G. POTTER.

Wilder G. Potter, who throughout his entire life

has followed the occupation of farming and is now

owner of one hundred and sixty acres of excellent

land on section 10, Clinton township, where he

resides, as well as three hundred and twenty acres

in Canada, was born in Afton township, June 2,

1861. His father, William H. Potter, was a

native of the state of New York, born in 1827,

and wedded Miss Harriett Baxter, whose birlh oc-

curred in March, 1835. Mr. Potter came to the

west in 1855 and engaged in farming. In his

family were six children : Riley, who was born in

1856 and died in 1861; Wilder G., of this review;

Edward, born in 1863
;
J. A., bom in 1864 ;

Emma

E., born in 1869; and Frank, who was born in

1871 and died in 1876. The father of this family

passed away on the 6th of April, 1895, while his

wife survived until 1902.

Wilder G. Potter has spent his entire life in De

Kalb county and was reared to the occupation of

farming, early becoming familiar with the duties

and labors necessary for the development of the

fields and production of crops. For his companion

and helpmate on life's journey, he chose Miss

May Allen to whom he was married on the 3d of

October, 1883. She was born in Clinton town-

ship, October 15, 1864, her parents being Charles

F. and Ellen Allen, the foruier bom xn Vermont

in 1834 and the latter in the state of New York

in 1838. They were farming people of De Kalb

county for many years but are now living retired

in Waterman. In their family were two sons and

a daughter: Fred A., born in 1860; Mrs. May

Potter, born November 15, 1864; and Floyd C,

born December 2, 1870, and died December 30,

1895. The marriage of our subject and his wife

has been blessed with four children: Elnora ]M.,

born December 2, 1888; Florence R., born No-

vember 30, 1891 ;
Francis E., born November 24,

1896; and Frank A., born June 6, 1901. The

family home is pleasantly located in the midst of a

good farm of one hundred and sixty acres near

Waterman on section 10, Clinton township, and in

addition to this property Mr. Potter owns a half

section of land in Canada. Through their united

efforts Mr. and Mrs. Potter have acquired a hand-

some competence sufficient to enable them to spend

their remaining days in ease and comfort. They

have given to their children good educational ad-

vantages. The parents are members of the !Meth-

odist Episcopal church of that place and Mr. Pot-

ter is a republican in politics. He has served as

school director for six years and the cause of edu-

cation finds in him a stalwart champion. He is

now serving as supervisor of Clinton town.ship to

which office he was elected in the spring of 1907.
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He is indeed a public-spirited citizen interested in

all that pertains to the public welfare and wherever

he is known, is esteemed because he possesses those

sterling qualities which in every land and clime

awaken confidence and regard.

HENRY EDWARD RAMER.

Henry E. Ramer is an honored veteran of the

Civil war, who valiantly fought for the Union

and deserves all the honor and respect whicii are

accorded the soldier of the Civil war. He is now

living retired in De Kalb, where he is highly es-

teemed by many warm friends. He was born in

Richland county, Ohio, March 13, 1840, and is

numbered among the pioneer settlers of this coun-

ty, having been brought to Illinois in 1845 by his

parents, Henry and Susan (Troup) Earner, both

of whom were natives of Pennsylvania. The
father was a farmer by occupation and in 1845,

leaving Ohio, he brought his family to De Kalb

county, where he took up his abode upon a tract

of wild and uncultivated land. He then began the

development and improvement of the property and

it was upon the old homestead that Henry E.

Ramer was reared. There were ten children, of

whom he was the seventh in order of birth. Six

of the number are now deceased. Two of his

brothers, Philip and Anthony, served in the war of

the Rebellion, Philip being a member of the Thir-

ty-sixth Illinois Regiment, while Anthony faith-

fully defended the old flag as a member of the

Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry.

Henry E. Ramer acquired a common-school edu-

cation and was reared amid the environments of

frontier life. He early assisted in the work of the

farm and after leaving school gave his undivided

attention to general agricultural pursuits. For

many years he ably and successfully carried on gen-
eral farming and became the owner of one hundred

and twelve acres of choice land on section 36,

Cortland township, whicli is still in his possession

and from which he derives a good income. He
also owns a house and lot in the citv of De Kalb.

After carrying nn the active work of the farm for

many years he put aside business cares and he and

his wife removed to the citv of De Kalb, where

they are now living, being pleasantly located at

No. 725 East Grove street.

The passing years brought many interesting

events to Mr. Ramer. He took one of the most

important steps in his life when a young man of

twenty-one years. He had watched with interest

the progress of events in the south, had noted the

attitude of the secessionists and resolved that if a

blow was struck to overthrow the Union he would

stand loyally in its defense. Accordingly the

smoke from Fort Sumter's guns had scarcely clear-

ed away when on the 17th of April, 1861, he

joined the army as a member of Company F,
Thirteenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He
served altogether for three years, two months and

eleven days and was then honorably discharged.
He belonged to the first regiment that was sworn

into the three years' service from the state of

Illinois and he participated in many important

engagements, including the battles of Wetglaze,

Missouri, October 14, 1861
; Lynn Creek, Missouri,

October 16, 1861
; Chickasaw Bayou, Mississippi,

December 27 and 28, 1862; Arkansas Post, Jan-

uary 11, 1863; Deer Creek, April 7, 1863; Black

Bayou, April 10, 1863; Jackson, Mississippi, May
14, 1863

;
the siege of Vicksburg from the 18th of

May until the 4th of July, 1863; the siege of

Jackson, July 10 to 16, 1863; Brandon, Mis-

sissippi, July 19, 1863; Cherokee, Alabama, Octo-

ber 21, 1863
; Kane Creek, Alabama, October 26,

1863; Tuseumbia Gap, October 26 and 27, 1863;
Lookout Mountain, November 24, 1863; Mission-

aiy Ridge, November 25, 1863
; and Ringgold Pass,

Georgia, November 27, 1863. He relates many
interesting incidents of the war concerning the

scenes that occurred on the battle-field and in

the midst of strife and is a veteran of long and

varied military experience. To him and such as

he the country owes a debt of gratitude which

can never be repaid.

Following his return from the war Mr. Ramer
was married in Sycamore, Illinois, November 1,.

1865, to Miss Mary Jane Filmer, who was born

in Ohio, September IS, 1840. Her father, Will-

iam Filmer, was a native of England and late iti

life came to America. He wedded Margaret Gor-

dan, who was born in Pennsylvania of Scotch

parentage and they became the parents of seven

cliildren, of whom Mrs. Ramer is the youngest
and the only one now living. By her marriage
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she lias become the mother of seven children :

Hiram S. K., born August 16, 1«66
;
Mrs. Isabelle

May Schule, born February 12, 1868; Arthur E.

B., born October 16, 1870; Alfonso L., born Sep-

tember 21, 1871; Mrs. Nellie I. Zigler, born Jimt

18, 1873; Mrs. Jliniiie J. Yocum, born March 27,

1875; and Frank E., born April 3, 1877.

Mr. and Mrs. Kamer are members of the Meth-

'Odist Episcopal church and he belongs to Merritt

Simonds post. No. 283, G. A. E. in which he

maintains pleasant relations with liis old army
comrades. His political support has always been

given to the republican party and though he has

never sought or desired office he has always been

as loyal in citizenship and to the interests of his

community as he was to the Union when he fol-

lowed tlie old flag upon southern battle-fields. He
is an earnest, honorable Christian man, always

found on the right side of every question, giving

his influence for all that tends to advance material,

intellectual, jiolitical and iiioial progress.

JAMES MARTIN POSTLE, M. D.

James Martin Postle, engaged in the practice of

medicine and surgery in De Kalb, was born in

Cortland township, tWs county, October 10, 1861.

His father, William Postle, was born in Lafayette,

Madison county, Ohio, October 34, 1819, a son of

David Postle, and came to Illinois in 1842. He
located on a farm on section 25, Cortland town-

ship, De Kalb county, and it was to this place he

brought his bride, being married on the 18th of

July, 1858, to Miss Elizabeth R. Blackman, who

was born in Macedon, New York, December 11,

1834, and was his second wife. Her father was

David Jaynes Blackman, who was born in Cam-

bridge, Washington county, New York, May 19,

1804, and died April 11, 1882. On the 22d of

January, 1829, he was married in Macedon, Wayne
county. New York, to Deborah Lapham Beal. who

was born at that place, December 18, 1810, and

• died on the 11th of January, 1877. They were

the parents of five children. David Jaynes Black-

man was a soldier of the Civil war, enlisting in

Virgil township, Kane county, Illinois, September

10, 1861, in Company A, Fifty-second Illinois

Volunteer Infantrv, for three vears' service. He

was mustered in on the 25th of October, following,

and was the oldest man in his regiment. He was

transferred to the Invalid Corps July 7, 1863, but

nn the 6th of February, 1864, re-enlisted as a re-

cruit in his old company, and was finally mustered

out of service on the 6th of July, 1865.

Dr. Postle is the second in order of birth in the

family of thr(>e children born of his father's second

marriage. The oldest died in childhood, and the

youngest, Bernard Beal Postle, was liorn March 29,

1875. The Doctor was reared upon the old home

farm and was educated in the high school of De

Kalb and at Wheaton (Illinois) College. Deciding
nn medicine as a life work, he entered the medical

department of the University of Michigan at Ann

Arbor, and was graduated therefrom on the 25th

of June, 1885. For one year he was an assistant

to the surgeon of the college at University Hos-

pital, thus putting his theoretical knowledge to a

practical test and gaining broad and varied experi-

ence. On the 16th of September, 1885, he entered

upon the active practice of his profession at Hinck-

ley, Illinois, where he remained for eighteen years,

and then, seeking a broader field of labor in a

larger city, he removed to De Kalb, October 5,

1903. He was not unknown here at the time of

iiis airival. and his professional skill won him al-

most immediate recognition in a good practice,

which has been constantly growing in volume and

importance. As the years have passed he has

gained a good measure of financial success, such as

is always the just reward of labor well performed.
He was appointed acting hospital steward in 1904

under Colonel Fisher of the Third Regiment of

Illinois National Guards. On the 13th of Febru-

ary, 1905, he was appointed assistant surgeon by
Governor Deneen with the rank of first lieutenant

of the Third Kegiment. He belongs to the Ameri-

can Medical Association; the Illinois State Medi-

cal Society ; the De Kalb County Medical Society ;

the Association of Military Surgeons ;
and was a

member of the First Pan-American Medical Con-

gress which convened at Washington in 1893.

On the 29th of October, 1885, in Urbana, Ohio,

Dr. Postle was married to Miss Carrie Belle Glenn,

who was born in that city on the 18th of May,
1866. Her father, Isaac Drake Glenn, was the

founder of Glendale, Ohio. He was bom in Cin-

cinnati, that state, and is a direct descendant of

Sir Francis Drake, the great navigator. He was
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also related to Dr. Daniel Drake, who fdiiinled th(j

L'incinnati Medical College in 1819, and to Ed-

ward L. JIcGuft'ey, the author of McGufEey's

readers and spellers. The latter's son, Edward L.

McGufEey, Jr., recently first assistant rector of St.

Ann's Episcopal Cathedral at Brooklyn, Xew

York, married Dr. and Mrs. Postlc. Her mother,

iMr.s. Martha (McClellan) Glenn, was a native of

Middletown, Ohio, and she and her husband re-

mained residents of that state until death claimed

them. In their family were nine children, of

whom Mrs. Postle is next to the youngest.

Unto the Doctor and his wife have been born

tl'ree children : James Glenn, born July 22, 1886
;

Marjorie Linneeu, born June 28, 1888; and Stan-

ley Drake, born December 5, 1900. The oldest

son is a graduate of the Balatka Musical College

of Chicago, and completed the course in 1902,

winning the diamond medal. In 1905 lie j.was.

graduated from the Chicago ^Musical College^vhere

I'.e studied under Emil Sauret, and in- 1907'-"lie'

comp'eted the high-school course in Dli Kalb by

graduation. Tlie dau'jhter is now attendiife'.tfc;.

State Normal and the younger son Is-';Ttsr)'"1l!

school.

Dr. Postle is independent in politics. He is a

member of the Nu Sigma Nu, a fraternity of Ann

Arbor, Michigan, belonging to Alpha Chapter,

lie also belongs to the Elks lodge. No. 765, and is

a member of De Kalb lodge, No. 155, I. 0. 0. F.,

the Kishwaukee encampment. No. 959, and the

canton. The Doctor started out in life without

financial aissistance. He possessed, however, laud-

able ambition and strong determination and, with

a nature that could never content itself with

mediocrity, he has worked his way upward and has

gained a goodly measure of professional success.

The family is prominent socially in De Kalb. The

children are the jiride of the home and very tal-

ented in music.

A'lCTOK E. HJERTSTEDT.

Victor E. Hjertstedt occupies a responsible and

important position in industrial circles, being fore-

man of the field, fence and netting department for

the American Steel & Wire Company of De

Kalb. He is a native of Sweden and was born

October 5, 1862, being the son of Carl L. Hjert-

stedt, who was a farmer of Sweden and spent his

entire life there. The son was reared at home and

acquired his education in the common schools of

his native country ; also in the district schools of

De Kalb county, Illinois, which he attended for a

short time.

Jn the spring of 1880, when seventeen years of

age, he bade adieu to friends and native land and

emigrated to the Uaited States, sailing from

Gottenberg, Sweden, to Hull, England, and thence

on the "Egypt," a steamer of the Allan line, on the

23d of March. On the 2-ith of April he landed at

New York, whence he went direct to Chicago where

he remained until the 7th of July, 1880, working

at any employment he could secure. He was very

small for his age and not being able to speak the

English language, it was difficult for him to se-

cure a position that would yield him a living wage.

In fact he did not make expenses during the two

months he spent in Chicago. This occasioned him

tp, seek a home elsewhere, and on the 7th of July,

•^ isSOj he arrived in De Kalb. The following day

Mr. Hjertstedt began work as a farm hand and

was- thus employed until the 8th of February, 1881,

when he went to Batavia, Illinois, where he secured

employment in the stone quarries. After a short

time, however, he went to Elgin, Illinois, and

was employed for three months on the gravel train

of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad.

On the expiration of that period he again went

to Chicago and worked for three months on a

street-paving force and for two months in a hard-

ware store. On the day preceding Thanksgiving

day, 1881, he returned to De Kalb county and was

again employed at fann labor until the following

spring, when he entered the Haish Wire factory,

continuing in the employ of Jacob Haish for some

time. In the following fall he accepted a position

in the mills of the I. L. EUwood Company, there

eontinuing until June, 1882, when the wire busi-

ness became slack and all the unmarried employes

were laid ofE. Again Mr. Hjertstedt went to Chi-

cago, where he entered the service of the Canadian

Pacific Railroad, working on the construction of

this line through the northwest. In the early

winter, however, he returned to De Kalb and on

the -Ith of December of that year he went to work

for the I. L. Ellwood Company. The value of

his services was soon recognized and he was grad-
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ually advanced from one position to another until

in 1895 he was made foreman of the field and

fence department, acting in that capacity until the

ISth of September, 1891, when he resigned his po-

sition having purchased a half interest in the Barii

City Grocery Company. For some months he de-

voted himself to the new enterprise and prospered

in the undertaking but became convinced that he

preferred his former business interests and re-

turned to the mills on the 1st of March, 19'02,

again resuming his position as foreman of the

field, fence and netting department. Here he has

since remained and his services have been entirely

satisfactory to the company which he represents,

for he is an expert workman and has a thorough

understanding of the business which well quali-

fies him to superintend the labor of the men under

his supervision.

On the 1st of May, 1884, Mr. Hjertstedt was

married to Miss Mary Anderson, daughter of

Anders Gustav Anderson, and they have become

the parents of three daughters and a son : Edith

Victoria, Carl Eoy Columbus, Myrtle Marie J., and

Ebbo Louise. The parents are members of the

Swedish Lutheran church and for si.x years Mr.

Hjertstedt was one of the trustees, while for two

years he was treasurer of the church, lie takes

an active part in this work and is a generous con-

tributor to its support. In politics he is a re-

publican, but has never sought or desired political

offices. Since coming to America as a young man
without capital yet possessing energy and de-

termination, he has steadily worked his way ^ip-

ward and has won a goodly measure of success and

also the respect and confidence of his fellowmen.

GEORGE WHITE.

George White, who is successfully engaged in

general farming and dairying on section 9, Genoa

township, was born on the farm where he still

resides, October 14, 1849, and throughout life has

been actively identified with the development and

improvement of that locality. His father was

John White, whose birth occurred in Bavaria,

Germany, on the 5th of March, 1815, and whose

parents were John and Barbara (Mamer) Weid,

also natives of Germany. The spelling of the

name was changed from Weid to White to cor-

respond with the pronunciation in America.

The father of our subject grew to manhood in

his native land and in May, 1846, tame to Amer-

ica, sailing from Hamburg and being seven weeks

on the voyage. He first located in Pennsylvania,

where he remained two and one-half years, and

while there he was married in May, 1846, to Miss

Anne Margaret Hoffman, who was also born in

Bavaria and came to the United States on the

same vessel as her husband. They became the

parents of seven children : Charles, who was bora

in Pennsylvania and now live in Delaware county,

Iowa, where he follows farming; George, who is

the next in order of birth; Maggie and Caroline,

who live with our subject and are owners of the

old home fann ; John, also a resident of Delaware

county, Iowa ; Henry, who lives in Butler county.

Iowa; and Mary, wife of John Billhorn and a

resident of Delaware county, Iowa. In the spring
of 1849 the father, accompanied by his wife and

only child, came to De Kalb county, Illinois, and

purchased eighty acres of government land, which

now forms a part of the A\Tiite homestead. He
at once commenced the improvement and culti-

vation of his place and being an industrious and

thrifty man success crowned his efforts and he was

able to add to his possession from time to time un-

til he became the owner of two hundred and sixty

acres, all but thirty acres of which is under culti-

vation. He continued the management of his farm

until the death of his wife, which occiirred on the

ijth of July, 1896, when she was seventy-six years

of age, being born February 9, 1820. He then

sold the place to his children, George, Maggie and

Caroline, but continued to reside with them until

called from this life January 8, 1898, at the age

of almost eighty-three years. The parents were

earnest, consistent Christian people and were

highly respected by all who knew them.

George WHiite was reared under the parental

roof, early becoming familiar with the duties of

the farm, and attending the district schools of the

neighborhood until eighteen years of age, when

he commenced work by the month for his father.

He was thus employed until 1897, when he and

his sisters liought the old home farm, which com-

prises two hundred and thirty acres of prairie

land and thirty acres of timber just south of

Genoa, and ten acres lying in Sycamore township.
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This is devoted to general farming and dairy pur-

poses, usually raising from fifty to sixty acres of

corn, the remainder being meadow or pasture land.

Mr. AVhite raises good graded stock of all kinds,

having a fine herd of Jersey cows, wliich he keeps

for dairy purposes, and his sisters supply from

twenty to thirty Genoa families with butter, which

connuands two cents a pound above Elgin prices

in the home market. He gives considerable atten-

tion to the feeding of hogs and in 1906 sold one

weighing six hundred and ninety pounds. The

farm is supplied with a good set of buildings for

the shelter of grain, stock and implements and

nothing is left exposed to the weather. Mr. White

has just completed thoroughly tiling the entire

farm and the farm shows excellent management
and good business ability on the part of the owner,

who is considered one of the most progressive

agriculturists of his community. He is also half

owner in a threshing outfit and from that derives

a good income. On the organization of the Farm-

ers State Bank of Genoa in 1901 he was made. a

director and in 1904 was chosen viw pres'idenr;'-

which position he still fills.

Being a strong temperance man, Mr. AVhite

supports the prohibition party and its principles

l)ut has never sought or cared for public office,

preferring to devote his undivided attention to

his business interests, though he served as school

trustee two terms. He is an active member and

trustee of the Ney Methodist Episcopal church and

is also a trustee of the Ney Cemetery Association.

He is a veteran Sunday-school teacher, having

taught a class for more than twenty years, and

his upright, honoral)le life has gained for hiin

the confidence and high regard of all with whom
he comes in contact.

WARNER D. WHIPPLE.

One of the enterprising, popular and well re-

spected young farmers of De Kalb county is War-

ner D. Whipple of Cortland township. He was

born in Sycamore, December 23, 1880, but when

lie was only three months old his parents removed

to the farm whereon he has since resided. Hif

father, Benjamin F. AAliipple, was born in Lycom-

ing county, Pennsylvania, October 25, 18.56, and

i« one of the five children who were born unto

James and Mary (Warner) Wliipple, who removed

to De Kalb county in 1870, locating on the Arnold

Brown farm, which has since been known as the

Whipple farm in Sycamore township. The death

of James Whipple occurred in June, 1905, and the

widow is still a resident of Sycamore township,

living three miles north of the city of Sycamore,
which has been the family homestead for twenty

years. Unto Mr. and Mrs. James Whipple were

born four sons : William W., Benjamin F., Charles

and Edward, and also a daughter who died in in-

fancy.

Reared under the parental roof, B. F. Whipple

early became familiar with farm labor. On the

16th of December, 1879, he wedded Miss Mary A.

Dean, a daughter of Moses and Rachel Dean of

Sycamore. She was one of a family of five chil-

dren, the others being Delia, Ann B., Arthur and

Ira. Her birth occurred in Hasbrouck, New

York, September 19, 1854, and she was brought

by her parents to De Kalb coimty in 1856. Her

father was a very active man in the early history

of this part of the state and became one of the

prominent and distinguished citizens here. He
settled at Charter Grove and developed about four-

teen hundred acres of land, building thereon ten

barns and six houses on the different farms. Mr.

and Mrs. Whipple spent one year upon a farm at

Charter Grove and one winter in the town of Syca-

more before locating upon the farm where he has

since lived and where liis wife died on the 12th

of March, 1897. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Whipple were

born four children but Warner D. is the only one

DOW living. A son, LeRoy .7., who was bom De-

cember 11, 1882, died February 8, 1893; a daugh-

ter, born March 17, 1885, died on the 27th of

March following; and Bessie R., born December

24, 1890, died January 26, 1893. The family

burying ground is in Charter Grove cemetery,

where the mother and her children have been laid

to rest.

Warner D. Whipple spent his youth in the usual

manner of farm lads of the period, early becoming

familiar with the duties and labors that fall to

the lot of the agriculturist. He was married

August 17, 1900, to Miss Florence il. Rowan, a

daugliter of James and Margaret Rowan, of Chi-

cago, the former a native of Toronto, Canada, and

the latter of Redbank, New Jersey. Mrs. Whipple
was an only daughter and was born June 3, 1881.
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Her father died April 22, 1894, wliile her mother

survived until January 13, 1906. Mr. and Mrs.

Wliipplehavetwochildren: Mary Alice, born April

11, 1902
;
and James L., on the 'Tth of July, 1903.

B. F. ^Vllipple, the father of our subject, is also

a member of the family, the three generations liv-

ing in one house. Before the death of Mrs. Julia

A. Warner of Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, in

the summer of 1906, there were five generations of

the Wliipple family living, the connecting links

in the chain being Mrs. Warner, Mrs. Mary A.

Whipple. Benjamin F. Whipple, Warner D.

Whipple and his little daugliter, Mary Alice

Whipple.
Warner D. Whipple owns a farm of two hundred

and twenty-seven acres pleasantly located about

two and a half miles from Sycamore. The im-

provements are modern in all respects and the

place is well kept, neatness and thrift character-

izing it in every department. A telephone keeps

them in close connection with their friends and the

home is such as is found in the cities in the own-

ership of men of progress and enterprise. Mr.

Whipple keeps a good grade of stock and uses the

latest improved machinery to carry on the work

of his farm. He and his family are well known

in the community, their circle of friends being

almost co-exlensive with the circle of their ac-

quaintance, and it is with pleasure that we present

to our readers tliis record of Warner D. Whipple.

CARLOS LATTIN.

Carlos Lattin, the founder of Sycamore, and

the fourth child and the fourth son of Abner and

Sarah (Bennett) Lattin, was born May 31, 1813,

at Huntington, Hartford county, Connecticut,

where he resided until the winter of 1819, when

liis parents removed to a little place called Veteran,

in Chemung county. New York. The boy was

bright and industrious and very soon attraited the

attention of a neighboring family named Lyon who

prevailed upon the parents to permit Carlos to

come to them to live. The new relations Ijecame

so mutually congenial that Mr. Lyon adopted the

boy and kept him until he reached his twenty-first

year, when in the autumn of 1834, with a horse

which Mr. Lvon gave him and one thousand dollars

in money, which Mr. Lyon loaned him without

interest, he rode westward to St. Louis. Then,

as now, work was plenty and help was scarce and

upon the day of his arrival he hired out to a near-

by farmer and with the latter worked until the

fame of northern Illinois came over the great

prairies by those cosmic wings which lend their

silent influence to great movements, and buzzed

its message into the ears of Carlos Lattin.

At once he mounted his horse and traveling into

southern Illinois, he worked with farmers along

the route, days at a time, for his board, until in

the month of March, he had reached the great

grove which covered the country immediately to

the north of Sycamore. The abundance of tim-

ber and water to be had at the Kishwaukee at-

tracted him and he stopped and erected the first

building upon what is now the city of Sycamore
and became its first settler and founder. The

Frenchman and the Norwegian who had tarried a

short while during the previous autumn, were not

then returned and when they did return, they

proved to be birds of passage only and not settlers.

On the spot approximately occupied by the Syca-

more National Bank—a little back and a little to

the north, the cabin stood and was occupied by

him until the year 1849, when he removed to the

two-story brick building, built by him on West

High street, near the corner of California. That

little log cabin was built eight logs high. It was

sixteen by twenty-four feet, the floor and doors

were rude puncheons and the roof was made of

shakes, three rows of them to the side, held down

by poles running lengthwise of the roof. One

door and a window were made on the .south side

and a mud and stick chimney was built against the

north gable. A little window peeped out from

the south side of the little upper half-story.

On the .5th day of September, 1839, Carlos Lat-

tin was married to Nancy Cartwright, who then

lived on the farm known now as the County Farm.

Then it was the property of her father. The

newly married couple moved into the little log

cabin and there lived and reared a family, until

the year 1849 when the family removed to the

brick house before mentioned. In the exciting

days of the early county seat wars, it was Carlos

Lattin, with two others, who furnished the ready

money -with which to buy from the government the

present site for the courthouse. That event defi-
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iiitely settled the contest and the hind was con-

yeyed to the county of De Kalb. Mr. Lattin was

deeply religious. He early became identified with

the Methodist church and remained its pillar until

his death. He gave to that church the property

upon which the parscniage now stands and the

other where stands the church
;
both on Somouauk

;street. For the construction of that church, he

also gave fifteen hundred dollars in money and

continued a liberal supporter of it.

Carlos Lattin and his wife were what the old

settlers always denominated as very jolly people,

and it was no uncommon thing during the long

tedious winters of the early days to "hitch up"

-and drive to the neighbors, for Mr. Lattin to join

in games of ball, blindman's buff, etc., and make

life merry with such harmless pasttimes. His

fame is sung even to this day for such youthful

games. Lattin's addition to Sycamore, was part

of his old claim and so are Waterman & Ellwood's

additions. From the latter, Mr. Lattin reserved

two lots upon which he subsequently built his larg-

est and last home upon the corner of Somanauk

and High streets. This old homestead is still

owned and occupied by his daughter, Mrs. Frank

E. Stevens, and family, making a period of seven-

ty-two years of consecutive ownership by the fam-

ily
—a very rare incident for Illinois.

Upon the 20th day of April, 1876, Carlos Lat-

tin died. His widow, who had been his helpmate

indeed for the years of hardship of those early

days, survived him until the 1st day of March.

1901, when she too died in her eighty-first year.

C. M. FULLER.

C. M. Fuller is engaged quite extensively in

the raising of chickens upon a farm in Clinton

township. He makes a specialty of Plymouth

Rocks and, while he also engages in the tilling of

the soil, his poultry interests constitute an im-

portant source of revenue to him. His birth oc-

-curred in Clinton town,ship. May 15, 1870, his

parents being A. M. and Susan B. Fuller, natives

-of the state of New York, born in 18.32 and 183-t

respectively. The father came west in 1850 when

a young man eighteen years of age and worked by

the month as a farm hand in De Kalb county.

He was married, after which he purchased a tract

of land upon which his son C. M. Fuller now re-

sides. After cultivating this place for some years

he retired from active life and removed to Water-

man where he is now living in the enjoyment of

well earned rest. As the years have passed by
liis fellow townsmen have recognized his many
good qualities and given him their high regard.

In the family were four children : Frank, who

died in infancy; C. M., of this review; Lida, who

is married and lives in Colorado; and John N.,

who is married and follows farming in De Kalb

county.

Farm work early claimed the time and attention

of C. M. Fuller and he was trained to labors of

field and meadow. The public schools afforded

him his educational privileges and his entire life

has been largely a period of earnest toil. He wt.s

married in 1890 to Miss Eugenie C. Normandin,

wlio "as born in Kune county, Illinois, March 28,

1869. Her parents were residents of Waterman.

They were natives of Canada and came to Illi-

nois in 1843. In their family were eight children

and it is a notable fact that the family circle yet

remains unbroken by the hand of death. The

home of Mr. and Mrs. Fuller has been blessed with

seven children : Irene L., who was born December

7, 1891; Frances J., born October 2, 1893 ;
Everett

A., born June 25, 1895 ; Merle P., born November

2, 1897
;

Zila E., born November 2, 1901
;

S.

Verdelle, born May 20, 1904 ;
and Genelle G., born

December 5, 1905.

Following his marriage ^Ir. Fuller rented the

old homestead farm whereon he has since lived.

It was his birthplace and therefore dear to him

through associations of youth as well as manhood.

He lives an active and busy life in the further care

and development of the property, and in connec-

tion with the tilling of the soil he makes a spe-

cialty of raising poultry, including buff Plymouth

Rocks. He uses an incubator in hatching and

raises from eight to twelve hundred chickens per

year. He gets from eight to ten dozen eggs per

days all through the winter season and sells few

fowls except for breeding purposes. His business

is one of the most extensive of this character in

the county and Mr. Fuller keeps only very high

grade fowls. He votes with the republican party

and for seven years served as school director and

the cause of education finds in him a warm friend.
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while his aid and co-operation are given many
progressive movements ^vhic•h directi}- benefit the

town and community.

EPHKAIM HALL.

Ephraim Hall was one of the prominent and suc-

cessful pioneers of De Kalb county, figuring largely

in the history of Sycamore township, his name

being associated with many of the events which

find record in the annals of the county. He was

born in Wallingford, Connecticut, March 15, 1808.

was reared in New England, and there married

Miss Caroline Hall, who was a distant relative.

In 183G he removed to the middle west, settling in

Sycamore township, De Kalb county, Hlinois^

where he purchased a claim for five hundred dol-

lars. The Black Hawk war had been fought only
four years before—an event which decided the

supremacy of the wliite over the red race in this

section of the country. There were still many
traces of Indian occupancy, however, and the great
broad prairies of this section of Illinois, which are

now splendidly improved farms, were then largely

covered with the native prairie grasses. Of the

claim which Mr. Hall secured only five acres had

been plowed, the larger portion being covered with

timber and no buildings had been put upon the

land. He built a little shanty sixteen feet square,

in which he lived for one year. In 183? he built a

log house, which was his home for many years, and

the old structure is still standing, being one of the

landmarks of the township and a mute reminder

of the changes which have occurred as the years

have gone by. He was a man of good Judgment
and believed that timber land would become valu-

able. He therefore bought five hundred acres,

which were covered with the native forest growth,
and in one year sold tinil)er from three hundred

and twenty acres to the extent of seventeen thou-

sand dollars.

WTiile in Connecticut Ephraim Hall had been

identified with manufacturing interests, but on

coming to Illinois he turned his attention to agri-

cultural pursuits and his life from that time for-

ward was devoted to general fanning. He was a

very successful man, being seldom at error in mat-

ters of Inisiness judgment and making careful in-

vestments which proved profitable. His labors,

too, were an element in the reclamation of this

district for the uses of the white race and his

work constituted an important source of the coun-

ty's early progress and improvement.

Ephraim Hall lost his wife at the comparatively

early age of tliirty-six years. In their family were

five children: Cornelia, who died at the age of

twenty-six years ; Ruth, the wife of Captain Almon

F. Parke, a resident of Sycamore township, whose

sketch is found elsewhere in this work; Franklin,

who is also mentioned on another page of this vol-

ume; Eunice, the wife of Jolin Trenor, who is liv-

ing in Boone county, Iowa; and Henry, who died

at the age of twenty-three years.

In jjnlitics Mr. Hall was a stalwart supporter of

the re]nil)liciin party from the time of its organiza-

tion and held several local offices, including those

of justice of the peace and road commissioner, the

duties of which he discharged with marked fidelity

and promptness. He lived to the very advanced

age of eighty-eight years and in his death the

county lost not only one of its most venerable, but

also one of its most respected citizens. He had

lived here from 1830 until 1896—a period of sixty

years
—and no man figured more largely in connec-

tion with the history of Sycamore township or

more deserves the gratitude of the present genera-

tion for what he accomplished in the processes of

devloping and upbuilding this section of the state.

EDWIN E. HUMISTON.

Edwin E. Humiston, a contractor and builder,

thus extensively connected with the improvement
of the city of Sandwich, was born in Newark, Ken-

dall county, Illinois, July 18, 1862, his parents

being Charles AY. and Dorcas (Hall) Humiston,

both of whom were natives of this state. The

maternal grandfather, Jacob Hall, was one of the

men who laid out the north part of the town of

Sandwich, subdividing eighty acres of his farm.

The east side of his farm is now Main street, the

best residence street of the city. Charles W.

Humiston in his business life engaged largely in

merchandising. He died at the age of forty-three

years and is still survived by his widow who now

resides in Sandwich.
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Edwin E. Hiiiiiiston puisiicil a pulilic-si'liodl

education in Kendall county and following the re-

moval of his father's family to Missouri, spent ten

years upon a farm there. On the expiration of

that period he came to Sandwich in 1882, being at

the time a young man of twenty years. Here he

began to learn the carpenters trade, which he has

followed to the present time, and on the 24th of

January, 1893, he entered into partnership witli

William E. Ahrens, under the firm style of Ahrens

& Humiston, contractors and Imilders. They have

an extensive patronage, in which connection they

have contracted for many of the finest residence,

schools and hotels of the city and in the adjoining

counties as well. Their patronage is now exten-

sive and the character of the contracts awarded

them is indicative of their expert workmanship

and the confidence reposed in them
l:)y

the general

public.

On the 1st of September, 1887, Mr. Humiston

was united in marriage to Miss Clara Smith, of

Sandwich, a daughter of Edward F. Smith, a

farmer by occupation. They have no chiJdrep.. pf ..

their own but have an adopted son," 'Herbert

Eugene, who was a son of Mr. Humiston's brother

and was born September 15, 1900. Mr. and Mrs.

Humiston hold membership in the Methodist Epis-

copal church and he also affiliates with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, while his political

allegiance and support are given to the repuijlicau

party but he has never been an aspirant for office,

as he has preferred to concentrate his time and

energies upon his business affairs which, growing

in extent and importance, have made heavy de-

mands upon his energies and at the same time have

'nrought him a substantial financial return in re-

ward for liis hil)or and perseverance.

JOHN NELSON.

There is a considerable portion of the citizen-

ship of De Kalb county that traces its ancestry to

Sweden or claims that country as a place of

nativity. Among the number in Afton township

is John Nelson, who was born in Sweden on thtj

16th of February, 1862. His parents were like-

wise natives of that country and in 1868 they

brought their family to the United States, making

their way into the interior of the country and set-

tling in Malta, Illinois. In 1870 they removed

to De Kalb, where the father worked at his trade

as a wagonmaker. He was an industrious me-

chanic and continued actively in business until his

death, which occurred on the 20th of April, 1904.

His wife passed away in De Kalb in 1898.

John Nelson was but six years of age when

brought to the new world. He was therefore prac-

tically reared in De Kalb county and in the public

schools he acquired his education. After attain-

ing his majority he entered the employ of a grain

elevator company at De Kalb and subsequently

acted as a salesman for A. W. Wood & Sons, hard-

ware merchants of that city. Later he bought a

half interest in a dray business in connection with

C. W. Whittmore of De Kalb, and was engaged

in teaming for five years, when he sold out. He

afterward acted as agent for the Standard Oil

Company for nine years and on the expiration of

that period took up his abode on the Gurler farm

in Afton township, since which time he has been

foreman on this place and has operated the farm in

connection with the conduct of a creamery busi-

ness.

Mr. Nelson has been married twice. He first

wedded Miss Bruhn, who was born October 2,

1866. Her father was a native of Germany and

her mother of Sweden. Unto this marriage there

were born two children : Floyd B., born September

22, 1888 ; and Minnie A., born December 16, 1890.

The wife and mother passed away on the 4th of

March, 1895, and subsequently Mr. Nelson was

married to Julia S. Prussing, whose birth occurred

in Iowa on the 18th of November, 1874, her par-

ents, however, being natives of Germany. By

the second marriage there have been born five chil-

dren : Sylvia, on the 28th of August, 1897; Ruby,

February 4, 1899; Baymond, in April, 1902;

Jane, on the 20th of September, 1904; and J.

Donald, on the 1st of February, 1907.

:\[rs. Xe'son holds memliersliip in the Methodist

K]iisco]:)al church of De Kalb and is interested in

its woik. Mr. Nelson has always been an earnest

republican and while not an office seeker keeps

well informed on the questions and issues of the

day, as every true American citizen should do.

Almost his entire life has been passed in De Kalb

county and therefore his record is as an open book

to his fellow citizens. There have been no sensa-
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tional chapters in liis liistory; on the contrary

his life has been quietly passed in the faithful per-

formance of the duties that have devolved upon

liini ill every connection. He lias been diligent in

business, reliable at all times and has made a

record which has won for him the respect and

confidence of his fellowmen.

WILLIAM WALLACE MARSH.

William Wallace Marsh, now living retired in

Sycamore, is well known by reputation through-

out the country as an inventor. In connection

with his brother, Charles W. Marsh, he gave to

the world the Marsh harvester, and from his fer-

tile brain evolved many ideas which have found

tangible form in inventions of practical utility,

especially valuable in connection with agricultural

interests. It is therefore a busy and useful life

that is now being crowned witli lionorable retire-

ment from labor.

Mr. Marsh was born April L5, 183.5, near Tren-

ton, Ontario, and is the second son of Samuel and

Tamar (Richardson) Marsh. His father, who

was born in Canada, Febniary 7, 1804, died In

De Kalb, in April 1SS4. He belonged to the Ver-

mont line of the family, his immediate ancestors

having been residents of the Green Mountain

state. With all the male members of his family,

including his father, uncles and brothers, he was

an active participant in the rebellion in the Do-

minion of Canada in 1837, known to history a.s

th Patriots of McKenzie's war. With the others

lie narrowly escaped the fruits of vengeance of

the British government. All who were not ar-

rested and placed in confinement escaped only by

immediate flight. Samuel Marsh, the father, was

captured at Kingston, where he was held in jail

for five months. His trial was long and severe

and he barely escaped conviction and execution

His wife, who was born March 22, 1827, in

Canada, was a descendant of the Mohawk Dutch,

belonging in the maternal line to the Schermer-

horns. Her marriage occurred in Consecon.

Canada, and she became the mother of three chil-

dren, two sons and a daughter. The latter waa

bom March 10, 1838, while her father was a state

prisoner iu the jail at Kingston, and she died at

Cliieago, March 13, 1881.

Samuel Marsh was a farmer by oieiipatiou and

following his release resumed work along that

line. In 1844 he sold his property in Canada

and started for the Mississippi Vdlley, then known

as the west. He encountered a Millerite camp-

meeting at the head of the bay Quinte known asi

the carrying place and attending its services, ho

became converted to the tenets of that sect.

Firmly convinced that the coming of the Lord was

at hand he returned to his family to await the

crisis. The mother, however, trained and dis-

ciplined by the trials she had already experi-

enced, exercised the practical view of Abraham

Davenport, and wisely judging that in any event

the prospects of her sons would be likely to be

improved by mental cultivation, while her hus-

band waited, she placed her boj-s in St. Andrews

School at Coburg, William W. being at that time

eight years of age. Two years later he entered

Victoria College, where he was a student for three

years.

In 1849 the necessities of the family demanded

that they make an immediate change so that an

income might be provided. The parents with

their children then came to De Kalb county,

Illinois, and settled on one hundred an ten acres

cf land near Shabbona Grove, on section 18, Clin-

ton township, .which had been purchased for them

in 1847 by an uncle of our subject. Later the

family purchased another tract of similar size.

Both were unbroken prairie and it required much
arduous toil on the part of the father and sons

for nearly eight years to improve it and bring
the raw land under cultivation and make it pro-

duce profitable crops. There is a strain of me-

chanical ingenuity in the family, and in 1857 were

begun the experiments which resulted in the build-

ing of the machine that has brought fame to the

name of Marsh. The idea upon which the Marsh

harvester was founded grew first from a trial by
W. W. ilarsh on the grounds when he found he

could bind a bundle of grain while another was

being cut, and that gave the idea of the necessity

of moving with the cutting apparatus in order

to receive the sundered grain at the opportune
moment. His brother the next day made a more

careful trial, satisfying himself th&t the idea was

practical. The years of experiment and struggle
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that followed brought many Imrdships to the

family who invested their earnings in further

experiment, believing firmly in the ultimate suc-

cessful destiny of the work which they were under-

taking. Time passed, the weak points of the

original machine were learned and corrected, im-

provements were made, and at length the Marsh

brothers felt that they were willing to make a

test. This test took place in 1859 on the farm

of Clark Barber, north of De Kalb, in the pres-

ence of hundreds of witnesses. A number of reap-

ing machines were in the contest, among which

were the pioneer wire binders, which proved fail-

ures, hvLt the Marsh machine asserted the value of

the principles upon which it was built and a com-

plete triumph was achieved. From that time on

brighter days were before the Marsh family. In

the contest William W. Marsh occupied the plut-

form, and in fifty minutes bound the grain cut

on an acre, accomplishing tlic work witli the

utmost ease. The Mar.sh machine was thencefor-

ward recognized of utilitarian value in agricul-

tural life. The next step was to begin the manu-

facture of machines for the market. On the estab-

lishment of their business as manufacturers the

financial interests and all relations specially per-

taining to that branch of the business -h'aturally

fell under the supervision of Charles AV. Marsh,
the mechanical part becoming the portion of W. W.
Marsh. For many years the latter was especially

interested in the invention of farm machinery and

with his brother and others has obtained patents
on thirty-five different inventions. He has brought
forth as the products of a fertile brain and skilled

workmanship a score of harvester appliances and

nearly as many more in other directions, includ-

ing windmills, plows, cultivators, wire stretchers,

paint mill, corn cutters, corn buskers, etc., all of

which were manufactured together with the Marsh

harvester for twenty years, the factory being
located first at Piano and later at Sycamore. On
the establishment of the shops at the latter place-

William W. Marsh took up his abode bore and has

since resided in the county seat.

In 1873 Mr. Marsh purchased the grounds and

l)uilt a beautiful home on West State street, where

he has since resided. He engaged in the agricul-

tural implement business here until March 1,

1906, when he retired and is now spending his

days quietly amid pleasant surroundings, and in

a community where he has many warm and stal-

wart friends.

On the 8th of January, 1871, in Chicago, Mr.

Marsh was married to Miss M. J. Smith, and they

became the parents of two children: William

Wallace, who is now interested in mining in

Idaho; and Sarah Alma, the wife of Edward John-

son, inventor for the International Harvester

Company, at Chicago, Illinois. Mrs. Marsh was

a daughter of Rufus and Sarah D. Brown, who

v-ere among the pioneer settlers of Chicago. After

the death of his first wife, Mr. Marsh was mar-

ried to Emma L. Eldridge, a daughter of Judge

Eldridge.

In politics Mr. Marsh is a stalwart republican,

and in 1873 was elected alderman, continuing to

serve in that capacity for many years. He did

much efi'ective work in securing high license, which

was adopted and is now in operation in Sycamore.

He has labored earnestly and effectively in behalf

of the best interests of the city and has given

earnest co-operation to various movements for

the public good. His life has been a useful one

and tlie rest which he is now enjoying is indeed

well merited.

ALBERT ZIEGLER.

Albert Ziegler, whose labor has been the measure

of his success and who is classed with the repre-

sentative agriculturists of the county, was born

February 17, 186(5, in Pierce tovraship upon tl:t

farm where he has since resided. His parents

were Lewis and Catherine (Schule) Ziegler. The

father, a native of Wurtemberg, Germany, was

born January 18, 1816, while the mothers birth

occurred in the same country in 1828. After com-

ing to America in the early MOs they lived in the

vicinity of Chicago for about two years and then

removed to Pierce township, De Kalb county,

where they made their home for about fifteen

years. The father bought a tract of land which

he brought under a high state of cultivation, the

fields returning to him golden harvests as a reward

for the care and labor bestowed on them. Remov-

ing with his wife to Hinckley, they there spent

their remaining days, ;^^rs. Ziegler passing awav
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in December, 1886, while the death of Mr. Ziegler

occurred on the 15th of November, 1899.

In his boyhood days Albert Ziegler attended the

district schools near his father's home. He was

trained to the work of the fields and has been prac-

tical in his method of carrying on the farm work

which has claimed his time and attention since he

left the schoolroom. He now owns two hundred

and forty acres of rich and cultivated land on sec-

tions 15 and 22, Pierce township. It is constantly

increasing in value owing to the improvements he

has placed upon it and l)y
reason of tlie able man-

ner in which he tills the soil, thus keeping it in

good condition.

On the 28th of January, 1892. Mr. Ziegler was

married to Miss Nellie Eamer, whose birth oc-

curred June 18, 1873. Her parents were Henry
and Mary J. (Fillmore) Eamer, the former born

in Ohio, March 13, 1840, and the latter on the 18th

of September of the same year. Mr. and Mrs.

Ziegler have become the parents of five childroii,

but two of the number are now deceased. Those

still living are: Iva M., born August 28, 1895;

Charles H., born December 8, 1898; and Eollin

F., born August 7, 1902. The family are orthodox

in religious belief and ilr. Ziegler is a democrat in

his political duties. He may justly be termed a

self-made man because he deserves all the praise

that phrase implies. He is today the owner of

one of the best farms of the township as a result

of his perseverance and capable management and

bears an unassailable reputation for business in-

tegritv as well as business activity.

CHAELES EDWAED BEAUPEE.

Charles Edward Beaupre, now living retired in

De Kalb, has for forty-two years been a resident of

the county and many important events in its early

history have left their impress upon his memory,
so that he relates many interesting incidents of

the early days. He was born in Wilmington. Will

county, Illinois, March 4, 1840, and in his youth

frequently sat on the lap of Shabbona, the famous

Indian chieftain, who so often proved himself the

friend of the white man.

His father, Mathias Beaupre, was born in

Canada about 1816 and became well known as a

hotel man. He arrived in Illinois in 1836, making

his way first to Joliet and afterward to Wilming-

ton, Will county. He served as deputy sheriff of

Will county for a time and on one occasion took a

prisoner to Coltenville when it was the county

seat of De Kalb county. At a later date he re-

moved to Ottawa and subsequently to Newark,

Illinois, and while living there was elected sheriff

of Kendall county. He afterward resided at

Oswego, Illinois, and his last years were spent in

De Kalb. He married Sarah Patrick, who was

born in Canada about 1820 and she, too, has

passed away. In their family were eight children,

of whom Charles E. is the eldest. Three of the

number are now deceased. The others of the

family were William S., Arthur M., Evan F.,

George W., Calvin, Sarah Jane and one who died

in infancy. Of this number Hon. Arthur M.

Beaupre went to Guatamala as consul general and

was afterward made a minister to Bogota in the

republic of Colombia. At a still later date he

became American minister to Buenos Ayres in the

Argentine Eepublic and still holds that position.

He is recognized as a prominent leader in republi-

can ranks and has been an honored representative

of his country at the different courts to which he

has been sent.

Charles Edward Beaupre pursued his education

in the public schools of Illinois, accompanying his

parents on their various removals, and for forty-

two years has lived in tliis county. After leaving

school he entered the hotel business, in which he

continued for about twenty years, after which he

was connected for several years with the Glidden

Barb Wire Company. He now owns a good resi-

dence at No. 129 to 133 West Main street and at

the present writing is living retired.

His business interests were interrupted by his

service in the Civil war, for he proved himself a

brave and loyal defender of the Union cause, en-

listing on the 23d of August, 1861, as a member

of Company C, Fourth Illinois Cavalry. He re-

mained at the front for three years and three

months and participated in the battles of Fort

Henry, Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth, Coffeyville,

Vicksburg, Natchez and others of lesser impor-

tance. He w-as with General Sherman's division

and was promoted to the rank of sergeant. He

proved most loyal to the old flag and the cause it

represented and is now a member of Merritt Si-

monds post. No. 283, G. A. E. He also belongs to
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the Masonic fraternity and in politics is a repub-

lican. He served as city clerk for three terms and

was collector for one term. His civic, mintary

and business history are alike commendable and

have gained for him the respect and confidence of

his fellow citizens.

Mr. Beaupre was married in De Kalb, January

23, 1866, to Miss Sarah Klock, who was born in

Herkimer county, New York, July 19, 1849, a

daughter of Aaron and Lucy (Wheeler) Klock, the

former a carpenter by trade. Mrs. Beaupre was the

youngest of three children. Her only brother,

George Danford Klock, served as a soldier of the

Civil war, being at the front during the greater

part of the period of hostilities. Unto Mr. and

Mrs. Beaupre have been born two daughters : Mrs.

Anna B. Hamilton, who was born February 4,

1867, and has three children. Gale B., Harry D.

and Dorothy; and Mrs. Elva B. Garner, who was

born January 23, 1871, and has three children:

Charles W., born January 29, 1896; John W.,

October 16, 1898; and Sarah C, February 4, 1903.

Mrs. Hamilton acquired her early education in

the common schools of De Kalb county and after-

ward attended St. Xavier College at Chicago.

Mrs. Garner was also a public-school student in

this county and later attended Mount St. Clair

College in Missouri.

Mr. Beaupre in his life record proves the force

of capable management, keen discernment and un-

tiring industry as factors in business life. He

had no special pecuniary or family advantages at

the outset of his career but by honesty and in-

dustry he has worked his way upward, is well

known as a reliable citizen and has a large circle

of friends, who honor and respect this veteran of

the Civil war. He and his wife have lived in De

Kalb about forty-two years and are well known

here. They occupy a beautiful home at No. 129

West Main street and in the front yard stands a

historic tree, under which Abraham Lincoln made

a speech while on one of his campaign tours, Mrs.

Beaupre well remembering the circumstance. Mr.

Beaupre is largely familiar with the history of this

part of the state, in which his entire life has been

passed, while for more than four decades he has

been an interested witness of the changes which

have occurred in this county. He can well re-

nicmber a time when the Indians still lived in the

neighborhood, the white people being on the most

friendly terms with Shabbona. This condition,-

however, indicated the fact that the country was

largely unsettled and that the work of civilization

and improvement had but recently been begun.

What to many others are matters of history are to

him matters of personal experience and few have

more definite knowdedge of the events which have

marked the annals of the county.

A. CHAELES DOANE.

A. Charles Doane is closely associated with com-

mercial interests in Sycamore as a marble dealer

and manufacturer of tombstones. One of De Kalb

county's native sons, he was born in South Grove

township, August 2, 1855, and there resided until

twelve years of age, when he accompanied his par-

ents on their removal to Malta. He is a son of

Joseph E. and Margaret (Murphy) Doane, the

former a native of St. Lawrence county, New

York, born December 18, 1832, and the latter a

native of Ireland, whence she was brought to

America by her parents when only two years old.

In 1854 Joseph E. Doane came to the west, set-

tling in South Grove township, De Kalb county.

He was a carpenter by trade and being energetic

and faithful he was always able to command high-

er wages than most workmen. On coming to Illi-

nois he purchased a farm, which he operated for

some time and later became owner of his present

farm of three hundred and thirty-four and a half

acres, adjoining the village of Malta. Unto him

and his wife have been born seven children: Vir-

ginia L., now the wife of Eev. Cass Davis, of

Sterling, Illinois
;
A. Charles ; Leslie, who is farm-

ing in Wisconsin; William D., who died in No-

vember, 1899 ; Dorothy M., who possesses a su-

perior singing voice ; Seymour G., who died Jiily

1, 1906
;
and Agnes K., the wife of W. I. Collins,

of Malta.

As stated, A. Charles Doane remained upon the

farm where his birth occurred until twelve years

of age and then accompanied his parents on their

removal to Malta. He acquired a good common-

school education, supplemented by instruction in

some of the higher liranches and for some years he

taught school during the winter months, while in

the summer seasons he worked at the carpenter's
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trade, lu the spring of 1879 he went to Colorado,

settling eighteen miles north of Leadville, where

he remained for three and a half years, engaged
in prospecting and mining. This did not prove

profitable, how'ever, and in the fall of 1882 he

returned to Illinois, where he taught school during

the succeeding winter. In the spring of the latter

year he went to South Dakota but not being sat-

isfied there he returned to Malta, where for five

years he devoted his time and energies to car-

pentering and farming. He then went to Chicago,

where he spent five months in a factory and after-

ward devoted four years to carpenter work there.

In August, 1896, he came to Sycamore and en-

gaged in his present line of business. He knew

nothing whatever of the trade at the time but soon

adapted himself to conditions and now has a

thorough understanding of the business in whicli

he does excellent work. On removing to this place

he purchased the marble shop of W. W. Burkett,

and Mith characteristic energy soon Iniilt up an ex-

tensive trade, which has constantly increased. His

business is located near the Xorthwestern depot

and he employs help in marble cutting, in team-

ing and in building foundations. It has been his

ambition to make a creditable reputation for re-

liable work and for the quality of material used-

and a name equal to that of his fatlier fof'-probity

and honesty.

Mr. Doane has been twice married. In 1886 he

wedded Miss Jennie Earl, who died within a year,

and in ilalta township, in 1888, he married Miss

Jeannette ilorey, a daughter of Ariel S. and

Elizabeth (Van Ylack) Morey. Her father was

a native of Herkimer county, New York, born

May 24, 1840, and when a boy came west with

his parents. Smith and Jeannette (Smith) Morey.

His grandfather was Jesse Morey. Mrs. Elizabeth

Morey was a daughter of William and Maria

(Oliver) Van Vlack. Ariel Morey and his wife

are the parents of five children, of whom Mrs.

Doane is the second in order of birth. Unto our

subject and his wife have been born two sons,

Harry and Milo, both of wiiom are in school.

ilr. and Mrs. Doane are attendants of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church, in the work of which they

are actively engaged, doing all in their power to

promote its growth and extend its influence. Mr.

Doane is a member of the Modern Woodmen camp
and the Knights of the Globe, and his wife is con-

nected with the Daughters of the Globe. Mr.

Doane comes of a family noted for musical talent

and is himself a musician of more than ordinarv"

ability. For four years he was the leader of the

Malta Ijand and under his direction the band gained

an excellent reputation throughout northern

Illinois. He is alw-ays regarded as a valued addi-

tion to musical circles and his ability in this di-

rection adds to the enjoyment of many a social

gathering. He and his family reside at No. 121

Alma street in a beautiful home which he pur-

chased and which was erected in 1903. Since en^

tering into business life in Sycamore he has made

substantial and steady advancement, being now

classed with the representative business men of this

city, where he has gained a most notable reputation

for reliabilitj' as well as enterprise.

ANDERSON BROTHERS.

The business firm whose name is given above is

too well known in De Kalb to need special intro-

duction to the readers of this volume. The part-

ners, Frank G. and Andrew 0. Anderson, have

for many years been connected with the mercan-

tile interests of De Kalb and have gained an un-

assailable reputation for diligence, enterprise and

reliability. In the business history of De Kalb.

therefore, they well deserve prominent and hon-

orable mention.

Their parents were Andrew G. and Caroline S.

Anderson, natives of Sweden, and in 1881 they

came to the United States, arriving in De Kalb

on the 25th of May of that j'ear. Here the father

continued to reside until his death, which occur-

red on the 2.5th of Januarv', 1888. while his wife

passed away on the 19th of August, 1891. They
were the parents of nine children, all of whom
are living, the youngest being now thirty-three

years of age. These are: John A., a resident of

Manhattan, Kansas ; Oscar W., of De Kalb ; Mary

L., the wife of Victor Hjerstedt: Charles A.,

representative business man of De Kalb; Martin

E., also a prominent resident of De Kalb; Sophia,

the wife of Charles A. Swanson, of this city:

Frank G. and Andrew 0., of this review: and

Emma E., the wife of Harry H. Hanway.
Frank G. Anderson, the older brofter and senior

member of th(» firm, was born in Sweden on the
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30th of Maroh, 18Gi». lie speut his early youth progressive business methods characterize its cou-

in his native country and in 1881 accompanied duct and have already made it a good source of

his parents on their emigration to tlie new world, revenue. Frank G. Anderson is likewise a mem-
after which he pursued his education iu the com- ber of the board of directors of the Commercial
mon schools of De Kalb. In his early manliood Trust & Savings Bank of De Kalb and figures
he secured a clerkship in the dry-goods store of prominently in financial as well as commercial
S. L. Graham and was afterward in the employ circles in the city.

of Mott & Robinson. Subsequently he worked On the 30th of July, I'JOl, was celebrated the

for J. C. P. Mott and afterward for Graham & marriage of Frank G. Anderson and Miss Millie

Companjf, receiving thorough business training Blomquist, a daughter of John Blomquist, one of

with these different firms during the period of the well known retired farmers of De Kalb. They
ten years. On the 1st of October, 1895, in com- now have one child, Marea. Mr. Anderson belongs

pany with his brother, Andrew 0., the firm of to De Kalb lodge, No. 215, K. P., and is a mem-
Anderson Brothers was organized and a clothing ber of the Swedish Lutheran church, while Ms
and men's outfitting business established in Dc political allegiance is given the republican party.
Kalb. Much of his life has been passed in this county
Andrew 0. Anderson was born in Sweden, May and the years of his manliood have been charac-

4, 1872. He was a youth of nine years at the terized by steady progress in business activity and
time of his parents' removal to De Kalb county by successful accomplishment. Dependent almost

and as a consequence his education was largely entirely upon his own resources for everything that

acquired in the public schools of this city„ Whesu^Jia-has -achieved and enjoyed, his life record shows
fifteen years of age he began providin§'v;^'^%^gJ';".^^b^t-{n^y

be accomplished by a strong will guided
own support as an employe in the prin1;|ng office

^
"Dy sound judgment and practical common sense—

of H. W. Fay, where he served a thife yeaxs' ^quajities which are too often lacking and cause a

apprenticeship. This work, however, was;njKt^coa~-_fiw-geper cent of the failures which are common
genial to him and he therefore accepted a posi- in business life.

tion in the dry-goods store of A. A. Wright, with

whom he remained for si.x years, resigning his

position to engaged in business on his own account

in partnership with his brother as a clothing mer-

chant. The "brothers had made a host of -ffarm

friends while clerking in the town and business

On the 10th of February, 1904, Andrew 0.

Anderson wedded Miss Hulda R. Erickson, of

Sycamore. He is a member of De Kalb lodge,
No. 215, K. P., and De Kalb lodge. No. 765,
B. P. 0. E. Mr. Anderson is also a member of

the board of directors of the Commercial Trust

came to them soon. For twelve years they have & Savings Bank of De Kalb and is justly ac-

made continuous progress, raising to a place in counted one of the representative young business

the foremost rank among the merchants of De men of the city. Always affable and genial, he is

Kalb, and the name of the firm has become a popular, and investigation into his life record

household word. Their integrity and modern shows his fidelity to honorable manly principles,

business methods have gained for them the confi- He is indeed an intelligent, energetic young man,
dence of the community at large and their many spoken of in favorable terms throughout the com-

€xcellent traits of character have endeared them niunity.

to their patrons as well as to friends in more

strictly social Imes. On the 19th of April, 1901,

they opened a branch store in Sycamore imder

the name of Anderson Brothers, J. L. Erickson

being manager. They have also made this one of

the modern mercantile enterprises of the county
seat and are conducting there the principal cloth-

ing business of the town. On September 15, 1906.

they opened another store in Harvard, Illinois,

with William E. Doyle as manager, and the same

A. GATES WHITE.

A. Gates White, who is spoken of as the most
efficient mayor of Sandwich, having wrought more

practical reform and improvements than any other

incumbent in tlie office in the same length of

time, is now devoting his attention to the real-
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estate business. His loyalty iu citizenship was

equally proven by military service in the Civil war,

while his business capacity has been manifest in

the capable discharge of various duties that have

devolved upon him.

Mr. White was born in Elmira, Xew York, his

natal day being March 2, 1841. He is descended

from one of the old New England families, tracing

his ancestry back to the seventeenth century, when

one of the name came to America as a passenger

on the Mayflower. Dr. Amos G. White, gi-and-

father of A. Gates Wliite, was born in Richmond,

Berkshii-e county, MassachiTsetts, December IT,

1768, intervening generations of the family having

continued their residence in the old Bay state. At

Goshen, Xew York, on the 2d of Februarj-, 1798,

he married Abigail Marvin, who was a sister of

General Marvin, one of the commanders of the

American forces in the Eevolutionary war and a

native of Orange county, Kew York, where his

daughter was also born April 23, 1778. The

mother of Dr. White was a sister of General Gates,

also a noted officer of the Eevolution. As his title

indicates, Dr. White was a member of the medical

fraternity and for many years successfully engaged
in practice. His death occurred February 5, 1833,

and the interment was at Elmira, Xew York, where

many years before had been made the grave of his

wife, who died at Seeley Creek, Xew York, July

30, 1816.

The children of Dr. White were as follows:

Emily A., born July 31, 1799, married Harvey

Jones, of Elmira, Xew York. Their children were

William, deceased; Austin, deceased; Frank, Ed-

ward and Elliott. The family moved to Marion,

Iowa, in the '50s, and both parents are now de-

ceased. Elvira Green, born November 34, 1801,

married Colonel Samuel Baker, of Elmira, Xew

York, and the latter moved to Sun Prairie, near

Madison, Wisconsin, and both are now deceased.

Their family now reside in 'Wisconsin and Xe-

braska. Marcus Aurelius, born December 28,

1803, died in the spring of 1884. He married

Betsy JilcConnell, of Chemung county, Xew York,
but she is now deceased. Their children were

Amos, deceased ; Emily ;
and Mary Ann. Orlina

Eebecca, born March 11, 1806, married Hunt M.

Pomeroy. She died in the early '"30s. Her only

child was ^Marcus ilills Pomeroy, known the world

over as "Brick Pomerov." Diana Hvde. born

March 26, 1808, died unmarried. Seth Marvin,

the father of our subject, was born February 3,

1810. Alanson Austin, born October 24, 1811,

died Xovember 12, 1877, at the residence of our

subject. Sally Closson, born October 21, 1813,

married Alpheus A. Sanderson. They moved to

Red Wing, ilinnesota, in the early '50s and both

died there. Their children were Triphena, Mary,

Charles, Seth, Loretta, Judge A. E., Helen, Mar-

cus and Frank. William Wells, born July 1,

1816, died November 12, of the same year.

Seth M. White, the father of our subject, was a

farmer and blacksmith and was born February 3,

1810. While still a resident of the east he married

Sarah Ray, whose birth occurred in Orange county.

New York, August 12, 1815, the wedding being

celebrated in the town of Southport, Chemung
county. New York, August 22, 1833. In the year

1854 they removed to the middle west but after

two years returned to the Empire state. In 1861,

however, they again came to Illinois, settling at

Sandwich, where their remaining days were passed,

the farmer departing this life March 20, 1891,

while his wife survived until the 31st of August,
1892. In the east they had been members of the

old school Presbyterian church but after taking

up their abode in Sandwich placed their member-

ship in the Congregational church. Their lives

were in harmony with their professions and gained
them the respect and high esteem of all \\'ith whom

they were associated.

A. Gates White, the only child of his parents

that lived to maturity, was reared upon a farm at

Southport, New York. He is indebted to the dis-

trict school system of that state for the educational

privileges v,-hich he enjoyed and when still quite

young he entered upon his business career as a

fireman on the Williamsport & Elmira Railway,

serving in that capacity for one year. In 1858 he

came west and located in Sandwich, where he

learned the machinist's trade but for a time en-

gaged in fanning and railroading. Returning to

his native state, he spent a brief period in New
York but in 1861 again came to the west and de-

voted a year to the completion of an apprentice-

ship in the machine shops at Sandwich.

In the meantime the country had entered upon
the darkest hour in its history, having become in-

volved in civil war, which was raging fiercely in

the south with heavy loss on either side. Feeling
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that his first duty was to his country, Mr. White

enlisted in August, 1862, becoming a member of

Company H, One Hundred and Fifth Regiment of

Illinois Volunteers. He served for three years,

being discharged as a sergeant and returning to

his home with a military record that was charac-

terized by loyalty and faithfulness under both hard

and favorable conditions. With his regiment he

marched from Louisville through Kentucky,
Tennessee and Alabama, and joined Sherman at

Murfreesboro in the spring of 1863. He partici-

pated in the Atlanta campaign and during a por-

tion of the time had charge of a foraging party.

The only battle in which his regiment participated

when he was not present was at Bentonville, North

Carolina, and the number of hotly contested en-

gagements in which he took part reached nineteen.

He was with Shennan on the celebrated march to

the sea and afterward participated in the grand
review in Washington, D. C, where the victorious

army returning to the nation's capitol was cheered

by waiting thousands, thus proclaiming that the

war had ended and expressing their gratitude to

the boys in blue who had fought so valiantly in

defense of the old flag.

Mr. White was mustered out at Chicago and

soon afterward went to La Crosse, Wisconsin,

where he was employed by Brick Pomeroy. Later

he returned to Sandwich and as foreman of a gang
on the Fox River Railroad, now a part of the

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy system, began

grading work. He was afterward given charge
of track-laying and subsequently spent several

years as train conductor. He is thoroughly fa-

miliar with the operative department of railroad-

ing, having served in various capacities as engineer,

conductor, train master and superintendent of the

construction department of the building of the

Texas & Pacific Railroad. While in the last named

position he made his home in Dallas, Texas, where

he built a street car line from the river to the

Texas Central depot. About 1872 he returned

from the south and for six months was in charge

of railroad grading in Indiana. He then again

came to Sandwich but soon afterward went to

Kansas as a conductor on the Santa Fe Railroad,

making his home first at Florence and later at

Emporia. He also built a street car line in the

latter city. Leaving the Santa Fe after several

years' service, he removed to Fort Scott, Ivansas,

and was conductor on the Missouri Pacific Rail-

way. Later he was train master on the same road

during the construction of a part of its system and

following his return to Illinois in 1887 he spent

nearly two years as a conductor on the Chicago,

Burlington & Quincy Railroad, his run being be-

tween Aurora and Savannah. When he once more

located in Sandwich he entered the employ of the

Sandwich Enterprise Company, with which he was

connected for six years. He is now engaged in

the real-estate business, handling farm lands in

Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Missouri, the Da-

kotas, Kansas, Nebraska and Canada. He has

negotiated many important property transfers and

lias a large clientage in this connection.

Mr. White is recognized as a leader in republican
circles in Sandwich and his fidelity to the party
was rewarded by election to the office of mayor in

1895. His oifieial service was evidence of the

fact that the trust reposed in him was not mis-

placed. His fidelity and capability led to his re-

election without opposition in 1897. He brought
to the office excellent administrative powers, a

ready understanding of the needs and conditions

of the city and possibilities for improvement and

at once undertook the work of progress along prac-

tical lines that produce immediate and far-reaching
results. New walks were constructed, streets

graded, electric lights introduced and other public

improvements made, and it is said that during his

incumbency Mr. White did more for the actual

benefit of the city than had been done in a quarter
of a century. He retired from the office as he had

entered it—with the confidence and good will of

all concerned, having received the endorsement of

members of the opposition as well as of his own

party.

On the 19th of April, 1867, Mr. Wliite was mar-

ried to Miss Sarah A. Dean, a daughter of Nelson

A. Dean, then residing near Sandwich. Her death

occurred three years later and for his second wife

Mr. White chose Mrs. Mary B. Sanders, a daughter
of Alexander Yourt. Mrs. White is a member of

the Presbyterian church, in the work of which she

is actively and helpfully interested. Mr. White is

an exemplary member of the Masonic fraternity,

in which he has attained the Knight Templar

degree and he also belongs to the Knights of

Pythias lodge. He is an honorary member of the

Highland Association of Chicago, of which he was
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at one time j^rei^ideut, and in these different organi-

zations he is highly esteemed. His business rela-

tions have taken Mm to man^- parts of the country
and he has gained that broad knowledge which

travel and a varied experience brings. He may

truly be called a self-made man and as the archi-

tect of his own fortunes has builded wiselv and

well.

CASSIUS M. CONEAD.

Cassius M. Conrad, who is successfully engaged
ii> the abstract business in Sycamore and is one

of the popular citizen of that 23lace, was born in

the town of I^ortheast, Erie county, Pennsyl-
vania, ilarch 27, 1845, and is a son of John JI.

and Mary E. (Smedley) Conrad, the former a

native of the Keystone state and the latter of

Connecticut.

Cassius M. Conrad spent the days of his boy-

hood in the place of his nativity and attended the

academy at Xortheast, while subsequently he was

a student at the Erie City Academy in Pennsyl-
vania. The west with its broader opportunities

attracted hira and on the Tth of April, 1863, he

arrived in Ivingston township, De Kalb county,

Illinois. Six days later he reached S}'camore and

immediately afterward was appointed to the posi-

tion of dejiuty county clerk, in which capacity ho

served about nine years, or until January 26, 1872,

when he was appointed to fill the vacancy caused

by the death of Wallace AV. Moore, who had been

his suj^erior officer, and at the April election of

the same year he was chosen county clerk by pop-
ular suffrage. He held that position tuitil July,

1890, and was lilcewise city clerk from July, 1870,

until April, 1872.

On resigning the position of county clerk, Mr.

Conrad became a paying teller in the sub-treasury

office at Chicago under General Daniel Dustin and

later under Governor Tanner, who succeeded the

General on the latter's death in 1892 and filled

out his tmexpired term. ^Ir. Conrad resigned

that position in 1894 and accepted the casliier-

ship in the Barb City Bank, of De Kalb, serving

in that capacity for four years. In March, 1899.

he bought out the De Kalb County Abstract Com-

pany, of which he has since been president and

treasurer.

Mr. Conrad has been twice married, his first

wife being Miss Anna H. Beavers, who died in

1886, and three years later he wedded Miss Nettiif

L. Bannister, a daughter of Daniel P. and Mary
E. Bannister, and to them have been born two

sons: Cassius Bannister and Charles Smedley.

Mr. and Mrs. Conrad are members of the Con-

gregational church and he is one of its trustees.

Fraternally he affiliates with Sycamore lodge, No.

134, A. F. & A. M.; Sycamore chapter, No. 49,

B. A. M.
; and Sycamore commandery No. 15,

K. T., all of Sycamore. Politically he has always

been an earnest and unfaltering republican and

has been called to various positions of honor and

trust in the county. That he was most faithful,

capable and loyal in office is indicated by the fact

that he was long retained in public service, win-

ning the trust and confidence of all concerned. He
has ever kept well informed on the questions and

issues of the day and has been unswerving in his

lo3'alty to the principles in which he believes.

ALBEli'l' W Ai.l.ACK FISK.

Albert Wallace Fisk, attorney at law^, bank di-

rector and confidential secretary to the finn of I.

L. i!v- W. L. Ellwood, was born near Reedsburg,

Wisconsin, on the 21st of October, 1857. His

paternal grandfather. Royal Fisk, a native of

New England, removed westward with a cousin in

the '40s and after remaining for some years in

Erie county, New York, removed, about 1854, to

Sauk county, Wisconsin, where he resided up to

the time of his death.

Warren N. Fisk, father of our subject, was born

in Danby, Vermont, February 5. 1834, and was a

young lad at the time of the removal of the family
to the Empire state. Soon after his parents went

to Wisconsin he was married and in 1855 he took

his bride to the new home of his parents in Sauk

county. He remained a resident of Wisconsin un-

til the breaking out of the Civil war, when he re-

turned to Erie county. New York, where he re-

sided until 1885. He then again became a resi-

dent of Wisconsin, where he has since remained,

being now located at North Freedom. In early

manhood he was for a long period identified with

merchandising and in later years became a com-
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mercial salesman for the Superior ISarb ^\'ire Com-

pany and afterward for the Elhvood Wire & Nail

Company. At length he retired from active busi-

ness on account of the ill health of his wife. His

political allegiance is given to the republican party

and although never an olfice seeker he has always
been progressive in matters of citizenship. He
married Cordelia 11. Harris, who was born in Erie

county. New York, !May 12, 183.5, a daughter of

Eseck Harris, a farmer of Erie coirnty. Mrs. Fisk

died in May, 1904, at the age of sixty-nine years.

Two of the three children of the family survive—
Albert and Marion E., the latter a resident of

Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin.

Albert W. Fisk was reared at home, acquiring

his education in the common schools, also pur-

suing an academic course at Chamberlain Insti-

tute at Eandolph, New Y'ork. During the winter

following he taught in the public schools near his

home and through the succeeding three years was

variously employed. When about nineteen years

he secured a position in the general, store_ of Bates

& White of Collins Center, New iTdrk,' *here he

remained for four years, and dufrng=-h'is'.Bei.Vice ;

there he studied and mastered • shorthand. He
then went to Buffalo, entering the Qthee'o'f Sioeutin

& Thornton, the official reporters of ihe eiglith

judicial supreme court district. For about a year

he remained in that employ and in the spring of

1881 came west to accept a position whicli had been

tendered him by mail. He made his way to Chi-

cago, not knowing the nature of the position other

than that it was that of amanuensis for a firm. On
his arrival in Chicago he was sent to De Kalb to

become stenographer for I. L. EUwood & Com-

pany, barb wire manufacturers. For one year he

took correspondence dictation and later, when he

was given an assistant, Mr. Fisk was taken into

Mr. Ellwood's office, where he was admitted more

fully into his confidence and given a larger scope

for his services. When W. L. Ellwood became ex-

tensively engaged in dealing in horses, having one

of the largest stock farms of the state, Mr. Fisk

had charge of his correspondence and after a brief

period his entire time was absorbed in this way,

excluding the business of the wire mills. In 1887

the private business office of I. L. & W. L. Ell-

wood was built near their residences and Mr. Fisk

was made their private secretary, since which time

he has had charge of their extensive office business.

On the 18th of April, liJUO, Mr. Fisk was ad-

mitted to practice law in all the courts of Illi-

nois, having previously pursued a course in Chi-

cago Law School, from which he was graduated
in June, 1899. He, however, gives his time to the

ijusiness of the Ellwood firm, doing but little law

practice outside. He is a director of the Commer-
cial Trust & Savings Bank and is president of tne

De Kalb Building & Loan Association.

On the 27th of February, 1883, Albert Wallace

Fisk was married to Miss Clara Perry, a daughter
of Edwin S., and Lucinda J. (Downer) Perry, of

De Kalb, the former now deceased. Unto Mr. and

Mrs. Fisk have been born four children : Catherine

L., Perry W., Alan W. and Harris D., all at home.

Mr. Fisk belongs to De Kalb lodge. No. 144,

A. F. & A. M., and to De Kalb lodge. No. 765,

B. P. 0. E. He served as assistant supervisor of

De Kalb township for ten years and was secretary

of the county republican central committee for

seven years, having always taken a deep interest in

politics both local and national. He is well known
in financial circles in De Kalb and is essentially

a self-made man, securing advancement through

fidelity to duty, through capability and unfaltering

perseverance. He has always adhered closelv to

the high ideal which his lofty and laudable ambi-

tion placed before him and few men have the re-

spect which is uniformly tendered Albert W.
Fisk.

JOHN G. HUTCHESON.

John G. Hutcheson is an alert and enterprising

young farmer of De Kalb county, owning and op-

erating a well improved farm of one hundred and

sixty acres in South Grove township, while he is

also interested in the breeding and raising of

polled Angus cattle and Poland China hogs, and

he also buys and ships western cattle. Mr. Hutch-

eson was born on the farm which has always been

his home, September 10, 1875, a son of Robert

and Helen (JMcKenzie) Hutcheson, who were

natives of Scotland, whence they emigrated to the

United States in the early '50s and located on a

farm in vSouth Grove township, which is now the

liome of our subject.
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The son acquired his education in the common

schools of his locality, and during the period of

his Ijovhood and youth was trained to the work of

the fields, thus gaining the knowledge which has

enabled him to carry on work along this line on his

own account. He has always made his home on

his present farm, and the work of development and

improvement which was here begun by his father,

has been continued by the son to the present time.

He now has a well improved and valuable tract

comprising one hundred and sixty acres, on which

have been placed a nice residence and substantial

outbuildings, while in addition to the cultivation

of his land he is also engaged quite extensively in

breeding and raising polled Angus cattle and

Poland China hogs, and he also buys and feeds

for shipment western cattle. This branch of his

business is proving a verj^ gratifying source of in-

come to him, so that he is numbered among the

prosperous farmers and stock-raisers of this com-

munity.
Mr. Hutcheson further established a home of his

own by his marriage on the 20th of February,

1901, to Miss Jennie Vodden, a resident of South

Grove township. Their marriage has been blessed

with an interesting little daughter, Helen J.

Mr. Hutcheson is a republican in his political

views, but aside from serving as school director for

one term, has never been active in local political

affairs, preferring to concentrate his energies upon
his private business affairs, in which he is meet-

ing with very desirable success. Mr. and Mrs.

Hutcheson attend and support the Methodist Epis-

copal church at Esmond. They are highly re-

spected young people and their pleasant home i&

noted for its warm-hearted hospitality.

ALBEET W. BLAKE.

Albert W. Blake has since his marriage resided

upon the farm which is now his home and which

is pleasantly located in De Kalb township. It

comprises a good tract of land of one hundred and

fifteen acres, and everything about the place is

indicative of the careful supervision of the owner,

and in his farm work he is energetic, practical and

progressive.

He is one of the county's native sons, for his

birth occurred in the township of De Kalb, March

14, 1854. His father, James Blake, was a native

of England, born Feljruary 7, 1820, while his

mother, who bore the maiden name of Emily

Sherid, was born in Ohio, February 7, 1820.

James Blake came to America when but seven

years of age and was a resident of Ohio until he

attained his majority. He then married and re-

moved to De Kalb county, casting in liis lot with

the pioneer settlers who were reclaiming this re-

gion for the purpose of civilization. He took up
his abode on section 4, De Kalb township, and

there he lived until his death, which occurred in

1896, when he was seventy-six years of age. For

a long time he had been numbered among the sub-

stantial agriculturists of the community and Aras

one of those who aided in la3'ing broad and deep
the foundation of the future development and

prosperity of the county. He shared in the hard-

ships and trials of pioneer life and aided in con-

verting frontier conditions into foundations of

modern civilization. His wife died February 28,

1904. In their family were five children, a son

and four daughters.

Albert W. Blake spent his boyhood days under

the parental roof and no event of special import-
ance occurred to vary the routine of farm life for

him in his boyhood. He attended the public schools

and when he was not busy with his text-books he

worked in the fields, early becoming familiar with

the tasks of plowing, planting and liarvesting.

On the 14th of December, 1875, Mr. Blake was

united in marriage to Miss Ella Heath, who was

born in Herkimer county, Xew York, January 6.

1854. Her father, William Heath, was a native

of the same state, born December 23, 1818, and

in 1865 he brought his family to Illinois, settling

on a farm in De Kalb county, where he lived for

nine years. He then removed to Iowa, where he

resided until his death, which occurred in 1895.

His wife was born in Xew York in 1818 and her

death occurred in 1874.

At the time of their marriage Mr. and ilrs.

Blake took up their abode on the farm where they

now live. They have one son, Clarence Eugene,

who is married and has four children. He fol-

lows farming in De Kalb township. Mr. and Mrs.

Blake attend the Methodist Episcopal church at

De Kalb and contribute to its support.
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Mr. Blake is a iiiau of good business ability and

in his farming interests has met with a goodly
measure of success. He uses the latest imi^roved

machinery to carry on the work of the fields and

annually gathers good crops. His entire life has

been passed in this county and he has therefore

witnessed iji large measure its growth and develop-

ment and has taken a just pride in what has been

accomplished. He is esteemed because of his many
excellent traits of character, and the circle of his

friends is almost co-extensive with the circle of his

iicquaintances.

EPHEAIM P. NICHOLS.

Ephraim P. Nichols, who without special educa-

tional or other advantages at the outset of his

career, has gained a place among the substantial

citizens of De Kalb county, so that he is now en-

abled to live retired in Sycamore, deriving! his

income from a good farm, has a valuable property
of two hundred acres under a high state of culti-

vation. He was born in Sullivan e&tinty,. New
York, October 2, 1829. His father, Peter Nichols,

was a native of the Empire state, born December 1,

180.3. He came to Illinois in 1837 and for eight

years resided in Boone county, where he had taken

up a claim. In 1845 he returned to Mayfield

township, this county, where he purchased a farm

of two hundred acres, upon which he lived imtil

his death. For twenty years he was in poor health

but during an active business career he manifested

the strong traits of a successful business man and

acquired a goodly measure of success. A stanch

advocate of abolition principles, he became a con-

ductor on the famous imderground railroad and

did much to assist many a poor negro on his way
to freedom in the north. He always stood un-

flinchingly in support of any principle which he

believed to be right and no one questioned his

honor or his fidelity of purpose. He married

Lucretia Carpenter, who was bom in New York,

April 13, 1806, and they became the parents of

twelve children but only three are now living,

namely : Ephraim P. ; Stephen, a resident of Syca-

more ; and Mrs. Decker of Iowa. The father died

on his farm near Sycamore, September 29, 1865,

while the mother passed away on the 19th of

April. 1889, at the advanced age of eighty-three

years.

Ephraim P. Nichols remained upon the old

homestead farm with his parents until twenty-
seven years of age. He was the only son who con-

tinued at home, the rest all starting out for them-

selves, and the poor health of the father required

that some one remain to assist in the cultivation

and management of the farm. Because his ser-

vices were thus needed and also because of the

frontier condition of the country Ephriam P.

Nichols received but limited educational privileges.

He mastered the elementary branches of English

learning in a log schoolhouse in Boone county
and also studied for a time in Mayfield township,
De Kalb county. He was only eight years of age
at the time of the arrival of the family in the

former county and was a youth of sixteen when

he took up his abode in ilayfield township upon
the old homestead farm, the cultivation and de-

velopment of whicli was attributable in no small

degree to his efforts. His first purcha.se of land

*iade him owner of eighty acres of prairie in

Mayfield township. This he broke and fenced,

afterward selling it with a crop of growing wheat.

He wanted more land and bought one hundred and

sixty acres which was entirely wild and destitute

of improvements. He built and made a good home,
which he occupied until 1887, when he retired to

Sycamore to enjoy the fruits of his former labor

in a well earned rest. He still owns a valuable

farm property of two hundred acres which is

under a high state of cultivation, and his pros-

perity is entirely due to his earnest purpose and

unfaltering labor.

On the 15th of January, 1857, Mr. Nichols was

married to Miss Sarah Ann Mullen, who was born

in Sullivan county, New York, October 8, 1833,

and who is yet a well preserved woman although
she is now in her seventy-fourth year. Unto Mr.

and Mrs. Nichols were born ten children, namely :

Voorhees W., who resides on his father's farm;
Willard G., who died at the age of two and a half

months ; Elmer C, deceased
;
Mellie J., the wife of

J. B. Westlake, who owns and occupies a farm

north of the city; Maggie A., deceased; Lena A.,

the wife of W. A. Swarthout, of Iowa ; David L.,

who died of diphtheria, the death of Elmer, Maggie
and David occurring within nine days from that

divad disease; Peter F., a farmer of Mayfield;
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George L., a resident farmer of Oklahoma; and

Lillian Y., the wife of William J. Ferguson, who

is living in ^lichigan.

At the age of seventeen years Mr. Xichols be-

came a member of the Wesleyan Methodist church,

with which he was identified for a long period,

but since taking up his abode in Sycamore he has

become identified with the Congregational church.

For thirty years he was choir leader, was superin-

tendent of the Sunday-school for many years, has

acted as church trustee and is now a deacon in

the Congregational church. He has long been

deeply interested in church work and in the moral

development of the community and has done all

in his power to promote the growth and extend

the influence of religious work in this locality.

In politics he has been an earnest republican since

first exercising his right of franchise in support of

John C. Fremont. The office of highway com-

missioner is the only one that he has ever filled or

ever desired. On removing to the city he built

a home at No. 211 East State street, where he is

now comfortably and pleasantly located. Here he

is living at the age of seventy-eight years, one of

the venerable and respected residents of Sycamore,
w'hose connection with the county covers the

greater part of its development and growth.

GILBEET N. BLACKMAN.

Gilbert N. Blaekman, chief clerk of the De Kalb-

Sycamore Electric Company, and also of the De

Kalb-Sycamore & Interurban Traction Company,
was born in the city of De Kalb, April 8, 1875,

his parents being Austin B. and Josephine L.

(Gilbert) Blaekman. The father, a native of the

state of New York, was left motherless at an early

age and was reared to manhood by his paternal

grandparents. When a young man he came west

to De Kalb, Illinois, wdiere he arrived about 1870,

his brother Frank having preceded him here. He
was a painter by trade but after his removal to

the west was employed in various ways. In the

early '80s he went to Iowa, where his brother

Frank had located in the meantime and from that

V'ear until his death, which occurred in 1898, was

a resident of Des Moines. His political allegiance

was given to the republican party, and he was a

man who in all life's relations was true to his

honest convictions and commanded the respect of

those with whom he came in contact. He married

Josephine L. Gilbert, who was born at Huntley

Station, in McHenry coimtj-, Illinois, December

29, 1852, a daughter of Eli B. and Lois Annie

(Xeedham) Gilbert.

The maternal grandfather, Eli B. Gilbert, was

in his day one of De Kalb county's most prominent
citizens. He was bom at Laurens, Otsego county,

Xew York, April 12, 1822, his parents being Ab-

ner and Betsy (Balcom) Gilbert, the former a

native of ilassachusetts, and the latter of New
York. Their family numbered four children,

George M., Eli B., Elizabeth E. and Martin M.

Gilbert but all are now deceased. Of this number

Eli B. Gilbert was about eight years of age, when

his parents removed to Norwich, Chenango county.

New York, where he was reared and there resided

until 1847, when he came to the middle west,

settling at Sycamore, Illinois. In his native state

he attended the common schools to the age of sis-

teen years, when he entered Norwich Academy,

which was then under the management of Benja-

min F. Taylor, who later gained distinction as a

poet. After two years devoted to academical

studies he engaged in teaching, which vocation he

followed for six years, spending three years as a

teacher in Sycamore after his arrival in De Kalb

county. In early life he had acquired a knowledge

of the builder's trade and about 1850 he abandoned

the work of the schoolroom to devote himself to

carpentering. He was thus engaged for six years

and in leisure hours during that period he read

law. In 1852 he removed to the city of De Kalb

and the following year was elected justice of the

peace, serving continuously in that position up to

the time of his death, which occurred August 30,

1895. So conscientious was he in the perform-

ance of his duties and so great was his desire for

peace between his neighbors that many litigants

who came under his care were placated by his good

advice and sent away upon friendly terms without

resorting to the law. Few communities are favored

with such a man as this. His love for his fellow-

men and his desire for good will far outweighed

any desire for gain and at the sacrifice of his own

financial interests he advised arbitration and the

peaceful settlement of difficulties. In 1858 he

was admitted to the bar of Illinois by application
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to the supreme court, having previously been ad-

mitted to the Iowa state bar. In 1866 lie was

elected president of the village board of De Kalb

and became ex-officio supervisor of De Kalb town-

ship. In the summer and fall of 1860 he was

editor of the De Kalb Leader and advocated the

election of Abraham Lincoln. He was among the

first newspaper editors of the count}' and became

one of the early and stalwart supporters of the

republican party. In Masonry he attained the

thirty-second degree and was an active worker for

the craft, becoming a charter member of De Kalb

lodge and doing everything in his power to advance

the interests of the fraternity.

On the 25th of December, 1851, Mr. Gilbert was

married to Miss Lois A. Needham, a daughter of

Benjamin C. Needham, who was born at Ferris-

bur}-, Vermont, on the 4th of May, 1830. Three

children were born of this marriage but only one is

now living, Josephine L., the mother of our sub-

ject and now the wife of Esquire John Orr, of De
Kalb. Mrs. Gilbert, the grandmother of Mr.

Blacklnan, is also living and is a hale and hearty

lady, making her home with her grandson of this

review.

Gilbert N. Blackman was one of two children

but the other has passed away. Spending the

period of Ills minority in his parents' home, he

attended the public schools of De Kalb and was

graduated from the high school in June, 1895.

He pursued a business course in the Chicago Col-

lege of Commerce and subsequently he engaged in

teaching stenography in that college for a short

time but the salary paid was not sufficient to

hold him and he accepted a position with the

American Steel & Wire Company in the Rookery

building in Chicago, w'here he remained for six

or seven months. He then resigned to accept a

clerkship in the offices of the roimd house and

repair shops of the Lake Shore Eailroad at Engle-

wood, where he was employed for eight or nine

months, when, in August, 1899, he returned to

De Kalb. For fifteen or eighteen months he was

elerk at the Normal School, resigning this posi-

tion to accept a better one with the De Kalb Elec-

tric Company. He has remained with this com-

pany for seven years, gradually working his way

upward until he is now chief clerk in the office,

having a responsible position, the duties of which

he disfliaro;es with abilitv and fidelitv.

On the 21st of June. 1905, Mr. Blackman was

married to Miss Myrtle Montgomery, of Syca-

more, a daughter of Emile E. Montgomery, a mer-

chant and owner of a gristmill in Sycamore. Mr.

and Mrs. Blackman have very pleasant social rela-

tions in the city and their own home is justly cele-

brated for a charming and gracious hospitality.

Mr. Blackman is a republican in politics and holds

membership in De Kalb lodge. No. 215, K. P.,

De Kalb camp. No. 10, W. 0. W. and also of the

Masonic lodge, No. 144. He is well known in his

native city and is popular in both social and

business circles.

DR. F. H. BELL.

Dr. F. H. Bell is one of the younger members

of the medical profession of Sycamore, where he

has practiced since June, 1903, but his years seem

no bar to his success, for he has already gained
a patronage which many an older physician might
well envy. A native son of Illinois, he was born

at Woodhull, Henry county, on the 4th of August,
1876. His father, Theodore F. Bell, is owner of

the electric light plant at that place and a retired

merchant. He settled in Woodhull at a very early

day, coming to Illinois from New Albany, Indiana,

and with the growth and development of the city

along commercial, political and other lines he has

been closely identified. At one time he was mayor
of Woodhull, proving a capable officer, his adminis-

tration being characterized by business-like

promptness.

Dr. Bell pursued his education in the public

schools of his native town, and following his grad-

uation from the high school became a student in

Lombard University, at Galesburg, from which he

was graduated in 1899. He read medicine with his

uncle. Dr. N. H. Lowry, at Woodhull, during a

part of the time for five years, and received his

collegiate professional training in Hahnemann
Medical College, at Chicago, completing the course

by graduation in May, 1903. In June he came to

Sycamore and has since engaged in general prac-

tice. He has already secured an excellent patron-

age in Sycamore and in the surrounding country,

and has a well equipped suite of rooms in the

Pierce block. He belongs to the State Medical
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Society and the De Kalb County Medical Society

and his Icnowledge is being continually augmented

by further reading and study.

Dr. Bell was married to Jessie Colburn, of

WoodhuU, Illinois, and they have a little daughter,

Jessie Virginia, now ten months old. Politically

Dr. Bell is a republican and fraternally is con-

nected with the Eoyal Arcanum, the Knights of

the Globe and the Yeomen of America. In his

social relations he affiliates with the Commercial

Club, the Y'oung Men"s Industrial Club, the Tennis

Club and other organizations at Sycamore and is

popular with a large circle of friends, his many

good qualities having won favorable recognition

socially as well as profe.ssionally.

THOMAS ]\rAESHALL.

Thomas Marshal!, residing in Sycamore, where

he recently purchased a fine home, is one of tlie

prominent farmers of De Kalb county, owning over

seven hundred acres of valuable and well improved
land. He has been a resident of the county since

1854, covering a period of fifty-five years, and thus

he has broad and intimate knowledge of the devel-

opment and growth of this section of the state and

of the methods of progress that have been em-

ployed in transforming it from a frontier region

into one of advanced civilization.

Mr. Marshall is a native of England. He was

born in ^Nottinghamshire, October 16, 1832, and

came to the new world in 1851, when a young man
of eighteen years, being passenger on a sailing

vessel which weighed anchor at Liverpool and was

twenty-nine days in making that voyage. Tliis,

however, was considered a very quick trip for that

period in the history of navigation. From New
Y'ork he went by Erie canal and around the lakes

to Chicago and thence by team to St. Charles,

Illinois. He worked on a farm in Kane county
for one year for Mr. Perkins and afterward rented

land for a year. His father and mother joined him
in Kane county and spent their last years in his

home, the father passing away at the advanced age
of eighty-seven, while the mother was more than

ninety years of age when called to her final rest.

Mr. Marshall continued to rent land for two

years and in July, 1854, he made purchase of a

tract of eighty acres which was raw and unculti-

s"ated. He still owns this property, but it bears lit-

tle resemblance to the tract which came into his

possession. He built a house upon it, improved the

place and as a companion and helpmate for life's

journey he chose jNIiss Eachel Siglin, to whom he

was married in Sycamore township in August,
1857. Mrs. Marshall was born and reared in

ilonroe county, Penn.sylvania, and was a daughter
of Jacob Siglin, who came to Illinois in 1853. In

De Kalb county he opened up a farm and spent his

last years. Mrs. Marshall was reared and edu-

cated in Pennsylvania.

Following his marriage Mr. Marshall farmed

and further improved his property and bought
more land from time to time until his holdings

are now extensive, aggregating more than seven

hundred acres in this county. All three of his

farms arc located in Sycamore township and are

well-developed properties, bringing to him a good
financial return. He started out here a poor man,
but he was diligent and determined in his busi-

ness affairs and his property interests are today the

visible proof of his life of industry, strong purpose
and careful management.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Marshall have been born

nine children. George N., who is married and has

three children, is president of the First National

Bank of Belvidere, Illinois. Edwin is married

and resides in Kirkland, Illinois, where he is en-

gaged in business as a grain and coal dealer. Tay-
lor is engaged in the banking business with his

brother in Belvidere. Mary is the wife of Frank

Ernest, a farmer of Sycamore township. AVilbur

is living on the home farm and assists in its culti-

vation. Leslie D. is a grain and implement dealer

at B3-ron, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs, Marshall also

lost a daughter and two sons : Jacob, the eldest,

died in 1861, at the age of three years; Anna Jane,

who became the wife of Joseph M. Carmack and

died in 1900, at the age of forty years ; and John

Weslej-, who died in 1871, at the age of five years.

In his political views Mr. Marshall is a stalwart

republican, having supported the party since he

became a naturalized American citizen. He was

elected and served for nine years as highway com-

missioner, proving a capable officer. He is a be-

liever in good schools and the emploraient of

competent teachers and has done effective service

as a member of the school board. He has also
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been a delegate to county and congressional con-

ventions and locally is recognized as one of the

strong and leading members of the party. He and

his wife are worthy Christian people, holding mem-

bership in the Methodist Episcopal church of

Genoa, in which he is a trustee, aiid Mr. Marshall

is also a Master Mason. As one of the pioneer

residents of the county he has helped to improve
and make it what it is today and has been a witness

of almost its entire development. During the

period of his residence here the railroads have been

biiilt, telegraph and telephones introduced and all

the evidences of an advanced civilization have been

secured and Mr. Marshall is one who has ever

stood for progress.

F. E. GAMMON.

F. E. Gannnon is numbered among the progres-
sive and enterprising agriculturists auil. Sfoclv-

raisers of De Kalb county. He operatfeS.'€>TO/h<^ij-'

dred acres of land in Malta township, lof which he

owns forty acres situated on section 7, ind ia-jxldi-

tion to carrying on the -n'ork of th&iJsti^Jli^^ii

engaged in raising Angus cattle.

Mr. Gammon is a native son of Malta township,
his birth having occurred here, July 'tS',"lS67, of

the marriage of J. G. and Jane (Bennet) Gam-
mon. The former was born in Devonshire, Eng-
land. July 6, 1838, while the latter was born in

that country April 36, 1836. The father was but

ten years of age when he emigrated to America.

Landing in New York he made his way to Bufialo,

where he remained for two years, subsequent to

which time he came to the west, settling in De
Kalb county. He was here engaged in general

agricultural pursuits until the outbreak of the

Civil war, when his patriotic spirit being aroused

he offered his services to the government, enlisting

January 4, 1862, as a member of Company L,

Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry under Captain Ford

for three years' service. He was discharged at

Helena, Arkansas, January 4, 186.5, and on the

6th of the following March, re-enlisted, becoming
a member of Company G, Fourth Regiment United

States Infantry, Hancock's Veteran Corps, with

which he served until the close of hostilities, being

discharged at Tod Barracks, Columbus, Ohio,

March 6, 1866. He then returned to his native

land and was there married to Miss Jane Bennet

on the 31st of May, 1866. Following his mar-

riage Mr. Gammon brought his bride to Illinois,

and settled on a farm in Malta township, De
Kallj county. He was there engaged in general

agricultural pursuits until the fall of 18; 2, when
he retired and, taking up his abode in Creston.

Illinois, has since made his home in that village.

Unto him and his wife were born two sons and one

daughter: F. E., whose name introduces this

leview; Henry B., who was born January 1, 1869;
and Jessie A., born Sej^tember 21, 1871.

F. E. Gammon was a little lad of five years when
he accompanied his parents on their removal to-

Creston, where' he pursued his education in the

public schools, passing through successive grades
until he had completed the school work. He re-

mained under the parental roof through the period
of his boyhood and youth and when starting out

in life on his own responsibility he worked at the

machinists" trade in Chicago for two years and

;, .then chose agricultural pursuits as his occupaiion.
" He is now the owner of forty acres of land lying
on section 7, Malta township, and in addition to

i,.;^his--he
also leases a tract of land, operating alto-

"^getlier two hundred acres. He follows the most

practical and progressive methods of farm work,

using the latest improved machinery to facilitate

his labors. In addition to cultivating the fie'ds

he is also engaged to some extent in raising Angus
cattle, owning the mothei' of the champion Angus
calf Brookside Isla, No. 49.519, exhibited at the In-

ternational Stock Show at Chicago in 1906. He
has a well improved farm supplied with substan-

tial buildings, and he is numbered among the alert

and enterpi-ising citizens of his community.

Mr. Gammon was married on the 29th of May,
1890, to Miss Clara A. Foster, their marriage being
celebrated at Waverly, Iowa. She was born De-

cember 10, 1869, a daughter of J. R. and Carrie A.

Foster, who were liorn in Bangor, Maine, where

they were reared and married, subsequent to which

time they removed to the west, taking up their

abode at Belvidere, Illinois, where they remained

for a time and then went to Marvsville. Missouri.

From that place the father enlisted in the Civil

war, serving for a period of three years. Follow-

ing the close of his army service he again returned

to Missouri, where he was engaged in farming for
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one year, and then removed to Iowa, the year of

his arrival in that state being 1866. He there took

up a claim of government land, on vt-hich he made

his home ruitil his death, which occurred in 1891.

The mother is now living at Colorado Springs,

Colorado.

Unto our subject and his wife have been born

six children but only iive of the number are now

living, namely : Neil A., who was born March 26,

1891 ;
Alia Maude, born June 9, 1893 ;

Clifford A.,

born August 32, 1898
; Perry B., born December 7,

1900; and Clarence, born January 15, 1902. Their

youngest child, Lee Darwin, died at the age of

three months.

Mr. Gammon's study of tlic political issues and

questions of the day has led him to give stalwart

support to the republican party. He is identified

with the Masonic order, belonging to the blue

lodge, No. 320, of Creston, and De Kalb cnapter,

JSTo. 52. He likewise holds membership with the

Modern Woodmen camp. No. 474, of Creston.

He is a man whose integrity and sterling worth

have gained for him the respect and confidence of

all with whom he has come in contact and he is

today numbered among the enterprising agricul-

turists of De Kalb county.

JOHN FARLEY.

John Farley, who owns and cultivates a good

farm of two hundred and forty acres in De Kalb

-township and who is accounted one of the pro-

gressive agriculturists of the county, was born

in Malta township, July 17, 1801, and has spent

his entire life in this county. He comes of Irish

lineage, his parents, Lawrence and Catherine

Farley, having been natives of Ireland. The

father came to America when seventeen years of

age and the mother crossed the Atlantic at the

age of sixteen years. They were married at Eock-

ford, Illinois, and thence removed to De Kalb

county, settling an a fami. In 1861 the father,

with the capital he had acquired through his own

diligence and economy, purchased eighty acres of

land in Malta township and subsequently bought

more land adjoining it, adding to his property

from time to time until his possessions aggregated

five hundred and seventy-one acres. Upon thi?

place he resided untU 1894, bringing it under a

high state of cultivation and making it one of the

valuable farm properties of the county. In the

year mentioned he retired from active business

life and bought a fine residence in De Kalb. He
and his wife then removed to the city, where he

spent his remaining days in the enjoyment of a

well earned rest. AVhen he passed away in 1903

the community mourned the loss of one of its val-

ued and respected citizens and his death occasioned

deep regret to many friends as well as to his im-

mediate family. His \vidow is still living in De

Kalb, making jier home with her youngest daugh-
ter. She was the mother of eight cildren : Thomas,
who was born April 11, 1859, and died January

12, 1883; John, of this review; Mary J., born

February 12, 1863; Lawrence, born April 14,

1865 ; James, born July 28, 1867 ; Catherine, born

August 21, 1870; Anna, born September 22, 1872;

and William H., who was born October 3, 1874,

and died JIarch 5, 1875.

In the usual manner of farm lads, John Farley
. spent the days of his boyhood and youth. He aided

in the work of the home farm and acquired his edu-

cation in the common schools. He made prepara-

_,;
tion. for having a home of his own by his marriage,

'on the 2d of April, 1890, to Miss Agnes E. Carl,

who was born in De Kalb, Illinois, June 28, 1876.

Her parents were Michael and Anna Carl, natives

of Ireland, whence they came to America when she

was still single, their marriage being celebrated in

tliis country. Mr. and Mrs. Farley began their do-

mestic life upon rented land and worked dili-

gently' and persistently to achieve success, practic-

ing economy that they might add to their capital.

In this way they were at length enabled to pur-

chase a farm. The home place now comprises two

hundred and forty acres of rich and productive

land in De Kalb township and the farm is well im-

proved property, everything about the place indi-

cating the careful supervision of the owner. Unto

Mrs. and Mr. Farley have been born two sons:

Tliomas C, whose birth occurred October 7, 1896;

and John H., bom March 2, 1899.

Mr. Farley is an advocate of the democracy and

he and his wife are members of the St. Mary's

Catholic church. His life has been quietly passed

and yet it contains characteristics which may well

be followed by those who desire to gain success

through honorable methods and at the same time
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win the good will and trust of those with whom

they are associated, ilr. Farley is not only a suc-

cessful farmer, but is also a public-spirited cit-

izen who stands for progressive public measures

which (end to lionefit the community.

JOHN A. L. STOREY.

John A. L. Storey, following the occupation of

farming in Shabbona township, was born on the

old Storey homestead farm in that township, April

3, 1865. His patents, Septimus and Mary Storey,

were early residents of this locality and the son

John was reared to farm life, early becoming
familiar with all the duties and labors that fall

to the lot of the agriculturist. He attended the

district school, also spent two winter seasons as a

student in the Shabbona high school and two

winters in Jennings Seminary at Aurora. He

taught for one term in Greentown and one in his

home district but has made farming his life work,

and whatever success he has achieved has been won

through his devotion to agriculture, which, George

Washington said, "is the most useful a,s wdl.as..

the most honorable occupation of man." In 1889

he settled on a tract of eighty acres given him by

his father on section 20, Shabbona township', where

he now lives. Here he has erected the finest farm

residence in the township and made other improve-
ments in keeping with the attractive home. He
also bought eighty acres from his father, making
one hundred and sixty acres in the home farm.

He feeds cattle to a considerable extent and his

stock-raising interests are to him a source of pro-

fit, Avhile he also annually harvests good crops that

find a ready sale on the market. He is likewise a

stockholder in the Shabbona State Bank and is one

of the representative men of the township, enter-

prising, alert, active, determined and successful.

On the 11th of December, 1889, Mr. Storey was

united in marriage to Miss Mary E. Kennedy, who

was born in Shabjjona township on the 12th of

May, 1869, a daughter of John and Emma Ken-

nedy, who were pioneer farmers of the township

and are now living retired in the village of Shab-

bona. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Storey has

been blessed with five children: Lester J., who

was born Julv 24. 1891 : Ethel K.. who was iiorn

August 24, 1893 ; Kuth L., who was born Septem-
ber 24, 1896; and Hazel I. and Harry I., twins,

born on the 27th of May, 1901. The parents are

members of the Methodist Episcopal church and

Mr. Storey is a member of the Modern Woodmen

camp. His political allegiance is given to the

republican party and he has filled some local offices,

serving as assessor and as school trustee for several

years, the cause of education finding in him a

warm and stalwart friend. In business life he is

energetic and diligent and is accounted one of the

leading farmers of the county, while his strong

personal characteristics are such as have gained for

iiim the friendship and regard of the great major-

ity of those with whom he has been brought in

contact.

GEOEGE E. BEEES.

George E. Beers, who owns and operates a valu-

able farm of over three hundred acres, of which

two hundred and forty acres lies on sections 35

and 36, Kingston township, while about seventy

acres is in Sycamore township, has been a resident

of the state since 1855. He was at that time a

youth of fourteen and accompanied his parents

on their removal from New England. His birth

occurred in Newtown, Fairfield county, Connecti-

cut, June 4, 1841. His father, Charles Beers, also

a native of Connecticut, was there reared to farm

life and in that locality married Miss Mary A.

Edmonds. They became the parents of seven chil-

dren, all of whom reached years of maturity. On

arriving in Illinois Charles Beers purchased one

hundred and sixty acres of land in Mayfield town-

ship, De Kalb county, and began its cultivation

and development, transfonning the wild prairie

into richly cultivated fields. There he lived

throughout his remaining days, his death occurring

in 1877 when he was eighty years of age. His

wife reached the very advanced age of eighty-seven

years and died in 1896.

George E. Beers, who was the third in order of

birth in (heir family, aided in the development of

the new farm and when eighteen years of age he

went to California on a prospecting trip, traveling

westward by team. His horses, however, became

sick and died and he had to walk several hundred
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miles. One year in the far west satisfied him

that he preferred Illinois as a place of residence

and he returned to De Kalb county, remaining

with his father until his twenty-second year. He

was then married in April, 1863, to Miss Elizabeth

Judd, a native of De Kalb county and a daughter

of John Judd, who was bom in Ohio and after

residLng for some time in Indiana came to Illi-

nois, where in 1835 he took up a government claim,

making him a true pioneer of De Kalb county.

After his marriage Mr. Beers made his home

with Mr. Judd for a time and later bought the

place. His wife was born upon this farm, where

she has always made her home. It is the place

which was entered by her father from the govern-

ment and thus it has never passed out of possession

of the family. Mr. Beers has since his marriage

bought and sold two other farms and he likewise

has one himdred acres of timber land which he yet

retains. Upon the old Judd homestead be has

erected a good residence, barns and substantial

outbuildings and he has set out every tree on the

place. He also has a good tenant house and his

tenant does the actual work of the farm, although

Mr. Beers gives to it his personal supervision. He
was a pioneer in raising of draft horses in this

locality, owning an imported Norman horse. In

later years he raised fancy bred Morgans and he

was also a breeder and dealer in Poland China

hogs. He was interested with his brother Edwin

in a barb wire patent for a number of years, main-

tainmg a factorv in Chicago, but agricultural in-

terests have been his chief business through life.

Wliile educating his children he rented his farm

and lived for eight years in Sycamore, but pre-

ferring the quiet of a rural existence he returned to

the old homestead, where he is spending his days

in contented and happy existence and is enjoying

a goodly measure of success, which enables him to

secure all of the comforts and some of the luxuries

of life.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Beers have been born three

children : Ettie and Emma, at home
;
and Eva,

the wife of Arthur Nichols, of Kansas City, Mis-

souri, by whom she has one child. Everett.

In politics Mr. Beers is a stalwart republican

and has been a life-long supporter of the part}'.

He never sought or cared for office, but for several

years acted as school trustee. He is a master Ma-

son, belonging to the blue lodge of Sycamore, and

is also a member of the ilodcru Woodmen camp of

Kingston. He and his family attend the Jlctho-

dist Episcopal church at Kingston and are highly

esteemed in the community where they reside, their

many friends entertaining for them favorable

regard.

HON. GEOEGE W. CULYEE.

The province of biography is not to give a man's

modest estimate of himself and his accomplish-

ments but rather to establish his worth and posi-

tion by the consensus of public opinion, which, in

the case of George W. Culver, was altogether favor-

able. His life was so varied in its activity, so

honorable in its purpose, so far-reaching and bene-

ficial in its effects, that it became an integral part

of the history of Sandwich and likewise left its

impress upon the annals of the county. He was

in no sense a man in public life, yet nevertheless

exerted an immeasurable influence on the city of

his residence; in business life as a financier and

promoter of extensive industrial and commercial

enterprises ;
in social circles by reason of a charm-

ing personality and unfeigned cordiality toward

those who came within the circle of his friendship ;

in politics by reason of his public spirit and devo-

tion to the general good as well as his comprehen-

sive understanding of many of the questions af-

fecting the general welfare.

Mr. Culver was a native of Coila, AYashington

county. New York, bom April 1, 1830, and his

life span covered the period between that date and

the 8th of August, 1903, when he was called to his

final rest at the age of seventy-three years, four

months and eight days. His parents, Nathan and

Eliza Culver, people of genuine personal worth

and high character, had a family of twelve chil-

dren, eight of whom are yet living: Mrs. Martha

Gow, of Norfolk, Nebraska; James H., of West

Superior, Wisconsin ; Mrs. Sarah Skiff, of Coila,

New York; Mrs. Sophia Green, of Cambridge,

New York; Mrs. Mary McKillipp, of Chicago;

John, of Sandwich; and Julia and Electa, of

Coila. New York. A sister and brother, Mrs.

Mabel Phelps and Captain Charles Culver, were at

one time residents of Sandwich, the former re-

maining here until her death, while the latter be-
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came a resident of Sioux City, Iowa. Both he and

his brother John, who has also passed away, were

soldiers of the Civil war.

George W. Culver spent the days of his boyhood
and youth in his native state, acquiring a public-

school education and learning from his parents

the lessons of industry and integrity which shaped

his entire life. Attracted by the opportunities of

the growing west, he came to Illinois in 1853, ac-

companied by his brother James, and for a time

they made their home with Mr. and Mrs. Alex-

ander E. Patten at Freeland Corners. In 1854

they took up their abode at Sandwich, a recently

established station on the Chicago, Burlington &

Qiiincy Eailroad, where, as partners of Mr. Patten,

they opened a mercantile enterprise. This was

practically the first store of the new town and for

twenty-one years ocenpied the leading place in busi-

ness circles here. After a few years Mr. Patten

retired, the business being continued by George

and James Culver, who won success in its conduct.

In 1875 they sold the store and established the

Culver Brothers Bank, of wliich they were pro-

prietors for eleven years, when they disposed of

their banking interests in 1886 to Sedgwick &

Sons. At that time George W. Culver retired

from the active management of business interests,

although he was financially interested in various

important commercial and industrial pursuits in

Sandwich up to tlie time of his death. The name

of Culver ever stood as a synonym for business

enterprise and integrity in Sandwich and was

foremost on the list of those promoting business

interests in the city along progressive modern

lines.

In September, 1857, occurred the marriage of

George W. Culver and Miss Harriet Delia Beards-

ley, of Sandwich, and unto them were born four

children: Mrs. Minnie L. Hills, now of Denver,

Colorado
;
Mrs. Helen C. Latham, of Sandwich ;

Freddie, who died August 5. 1870. at the age of

ten months and seven days; and Mrs. Mabel G.

Mitten, of Genoa, Illinois. After a happy married

life of nearly thirty years the wife and mother was

called to her final rest, her death occasioning deep

regret to all who knew her.

Several years later, on the 9th of March, 1898,

Mr. Culver wedded Mary Elizabeth Palmer, who

was born in Sandwich, a daughter of Alexander H.

and Nancy Ann (Childs) Palmer. The father was

for years a druggist of Sandwich. On the 6th of

September, 1834, he wedded Miss Childs, a native

of Columbia, Pennsylvania, while his birth had

occurred in Madison County, New York, in May,
1815. They came to Illinois in 1843 and estab-

lished their home in Sandwich in 1865, the father's

death occurring here when he had reached the age

of seventy-two, while his wife passed away at the

age of seventy-seven.

The life record of no resident of Sandwich has

been more closely connected with its history than

was that of George W. Culver. Aside from the

business interests previously mentioned many other

enterprises felt the stimulus of his activity, sound

judgment and keen business discernment. For

eighteen years he was the president of the Sand-

wich Manufacturing Compan}', tlie leading busi-

ness institution of the city, and his prudence, his

sagacity and wise counsels contributed greatly to

its success. He was always deeply interested in

everything that pertained to the prosperity of the

city and with generous hand supported each enter-

prise that advanced its welfare and growth. For

many years he was president of the Oak Eidge

Cemetery Association and to his earnest and con-

stant attention is due much credit for the enlarge-

ment and improvement of the city of the dead.

His political allegiance was given to the repub-

lican party and he was twice elected mayor of

Sandwich. He was filling the office for the second

term at the time of his death, having been elected

by the largest majority ever given to a candidate

for the position. He was a trustee of the Presby-

terian church for years and for a long period was

one of the members of the school board, the cause

of education finding in him a stalwart champion.

All things that tended to promote civic virtue and

civic pride were of interest to him and his name

headed the list for the support of every movement

that had for its object the upbuilding and develop-

ment of the city. Perhaps no hetter estimate of

his life and character can he given than in the

words of one who knew him well and who said :

"He was reserved and retiring in manner, and was

more given to thought than to words. He was

modest and unassuming, shrinking from all dis-

play and desired no trumpet to be sounded before

him to herald his deeds. He was a man of peace,

loving quiet and pleasant surroundings, and above

all things, hating noise and discord. He lived
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within himself and liis words that were few were

the expression of well considered thoughts. Yet

those who knew him best were admitted into his

intimacy, well knowing how genial and social was

his nature. He loved his friends but the expres-

sion of his devotion was not in words but in

deeds. Loyal to his friends he was also loyal to

his country and few had deeper interest in its

welfare in its hour of peril and distress.

''In all his business relations he was a man of

the strictest and most inviolable integrity, and

through his long and active business life, and in

all his positions of responsibility there can be

found no stain, no reproach. His heart was tender

and sensitive as a child's and the fountain of his

tears was readily reached by some tale of sorrow

or of need. It was in his home where tender and

beautiful traits of his character were revealed. To

the comfort and welfare of wife and children he

gave his heai't"s best devotion. Here was his sanc-

tuary, where he ministered with a hand that never

wearied; with a patience that never failed, with a

watchfulness that knew no intermission. Here at

this shrine was ofPered up continually his heart's

choicest incense through all the long years.'"

George AV. Culver was a great man because of

the use he made of his talents and his opportuni-

ties, because his thoughts were not self-centered but

were given to the mastery of life problems and the

.fulfillment of his duty as a man in his relations

to his fellowmen and as a citizen in his relations to

his citv. state and countrv.

LOEEXZO I). E\'AXS.

There is perhaps no man in De Kail) county who
is more familiar with its history and the develop-
ment of its agricidtural interests than is Lorenzo

D. Evans, who has lived in the county for sixty-

eight years. He makes his home on a well im-

proved farm of about two hundred acres, located

on section 2, Sycamore township. Mr. Evans was

born in Ash count}', North Carolina, February 9,

1834. a son of Benjamin Evans, who was like-

wise born in Ash county. February 21, 1811. He
was there reared and married to Miss France's

Perrv. a native of the same countv. In 1834 the

father removed with his family to Illinois, settling

on a farm in Kendall county in the spring of 1835.

He there carried on farming operations for a few

years, or until 1838, when he came to De Kalb

county, locating on a farm near Charter Grove,

where he pre-empted land. He added to his pos-

sessions from time to time as his financial re-

sources permitted until he became the owner of

six hundred acres, all of which was well improved.

He died on his farm, February 5, 1854, at the

age of forty-three years, and was survived by his

wife for a long period, her death occurring in

1900, when she had reached the advanced age

of eighty-five years.

Lorenzo D. Evans is one of a family of two sons

and two daughters, all of whom reached mature

years, but Mary B. is now deceased, while the

surviving sister is Mrs. Lucinda Dean, a widow,

residing at Genoa, and the brother, Ira Evans, is

a farmer of Charter Grove township. Mr. Evans

of this review was less than a year old when

brought to Illinois by his parents. He was reared

to agricultural pursuits, assisting his father in

the work of the fields during the summer seasons,

while in the winter months he pursued his studies

in the district schools. He remained with his

father until the latter's death, after which he

assisted his mother in carrying on the homestead

farm until the time of his marriage, which occur-

red at Sycamore, April 26, 1857, at which time

Miss Mary Jewell became his wife. She was born

in Ohio but was reared in Illinois, having been

brought to this state by her parents in 1836. She

was a daughter of Eli G. Jewell, who settled on

the site of what is now Sycamore, and for a time

conducted a wagon shop. Later he engaged in

farming near Charter Grove, where he resided

until the spring of 1857, when he removed to

Kansas.

Following their marriage Mr. and ilrs. Evans

located upon the farm which is still his home.

The tract at that time comprised one hundred and

forty-seven acres but as he prospered in his under-

takings Mr. Evans has added to his holdings until

he now owns two hundred acres, all of which has

been placed under a high state of cultivation. He

has tiled and fenced the land, built a good resi-

dence, barns and outbuildings, and altogether the

farm is one of the liest improved of this section of

the state.
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After a happy married life of more than forty-

three years Mrs. Evans was called to her final

rest, her death occurring November 9, 1899, and

her remains were interred in Charter Grove cem-

etery. Their home was blessed with two sons and

two daughters. Frances J. and May E. are both at

home vsdth their father. Elmer B. wedded Miss

Ocia Sellers, and his death occurred in July, 1898.

He left a son^ Merle, who now makes his home

with his grandfather. Ira Leroy Evans is a tele-

graph operator, now acting as agent for the Illi-

nois Central Eailroad at Charter Grove.

Politically Mr. Evans has been a life-long repub-

lican and cast his first presidential ballot in sup-

port of John C. Fremont in 1856 and has voted

for each candidate of the party since that time.

Although he keeps well informed on the ques-

tions and issues of the day he has never bqen active

as an ofiice seeker, preferring to do his duty as a

private citizen. Having spent almost his entire

life in De Kalb county, Mr. Evans is one of the

well known pioneer settlers of this part of the

Mr. Adams was born in Cliemung county, New

York, September 18, 1S35, a son of the Hon.

Augustus Adams, who is mentioned elsewhere in

tliis volume. He was brought to Illinois by his

parents when but five years of age, and after ac-

quiring his elementary education in the public

schools of Elgin he attended a business college in

Chicago. When twenty years of age he was em-

ployed as an accountant in Michigan and later

entered mercantile lines. Subsequently he became

a messenger for the American Express Company.
His father in the meantime had established a small

manufacturing business at Sandwich, and J.

Phelps Adams came to this city in 1861, assuming

charge of the office work, under the firm style of

A. Adams & Sons. The outgrowth of this concern

is the Sandwich Manufacturing Company, which

is capitalized for five hundred thousand dollars.

The business was organized imder company control

in 1867. The capital, however, was very small at

that time and the jDlant, too, of meager propor-

tions when compared with the enterprise which is

state, and from his earliest boyhood down to th§...jiow..familiaii,.to the residents of Sandwich. Mr

present time he has been interested in the develops %^9Vd^airii.'»raS
'made secretary and treasurer, which

" ,1 -, ,-- 1 J- -1
"•^-•{i(i^'iti(3h''iife' filled until his death. The greaterment and progress that has been made along vaPi'

ous lines and takes just pride in what has be6n

accomplished, for the county today stands among
the foremost district of this great state of Illinois.

J. PHELPS ADAMS.

A death is seldom so uniformly and deeply re-

gretted as was that of J. Phelps Adams, who

passed away on the 13th of May, 1904. He was

greatly missed in business circles by reason of the

importance of the trade interests which he con-

trolled, his labors proving an element in the com-

mercial growth and prosperity of his city. His

loss was keenly felt, too, in church circles and in

•every gathering where the subject of public im-

provement and progress was up for discussion.

In all such organizations he was esteemed for his

public spirit and his active co-operation but his

best traits of character were reserved for his own

home and fireside and were most largely recognized

by those who came within the closer circle of his

personal friendship.

part of his life was devoted to the implement busi-

..iess dnd Ije made a study of such lines of imple-

ments as he was directly interested in.

While not an inventor, he possessed rare capacity

for judging the value and probable development of

inventions, their practicability in point of cost to

manufacture and their probable reception by the

trade. His knowledge of patent and patent law

was good and his judgment in discriminating be-

tween invention and adaptation was as keen as that

of most patent attorneys. His judgment of men

and their adaptability for various positions in his

business was excellent and he had the rare quality

for being able to impartially weigh the strength as

well as the weak points of his employes. His

nature was such that he was always glad to see

the former predominate and he was never swayed

in his judgment of men by personal prejudice.

He kept about him an efficient operating force,

and graduated a number of men now prominent

in other branches of the largest implement manu-

facture in this country. Of splendid business

poise, he was never unduly elated by marked suc-

cess in business nor unreasonably depressed by ad-

verse conditions sure to be met in a long term of
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years. He was iu every sense a broad gauged,

liberal minded business man, always desiring to

keep up closely with the times. His manufactur-

ing policy from the outset was to build only the

best goods and insist upon receiving for them

prices that should be fairly remunerative, regard-

less of what competition might be doing in points

of price or construction. Through all the years of

his management of the Sandwich Manufacturing

Company he pursued this plan unswervmgly and

to some extent persuaded other manufacturers of

standard goods of the same lines to adopt approxi-

mately his plan, which was the rigid maintenance

of fair retail prices, with the result that the Power

corn sheller business is today in the best condition

of all the heavy machiner}- offered to the farmers

in this country. In 1884 he took an extended trip

in the interests of his company to South America,

visiting Brazil, Buenos Ayres and Argentine Ee-

public, making a study of the country and the pos-

sibilities for developing an extensive trade.

Mr. Adams, however, not only figured conspicu-

ously and honorably in business circles but was

also recognized as a valued factor in educational,

church and municipal development. He held

membership in the Congregational church, and for

twelve years was superintendent of its Sunday

school. When Sandwich was incorporated as a

city he served for several terms as president of

the village board. He was also a member of the

State Agricultural Society, was its president for

one term and did much to advance the farming

interests of Illinois. He was likewise president of

the school board for a number of years, the cause

of education finding in him a stalwart champion
who worked for high ideals along practical lines.

In politics, an imfaltering republican, he many
times served as a delegate to county and congres-

sional conventions.

On the 26th of June, 1861, J. Phelps Adams

was united in marriage to Miss Mary B. Phelps,

who was born July 26, 1839, a daughter of Dr.

A. E. and Julia B. Phelps, of Kirkland, New
York. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Adams were born five

children: Eleanor Louise, who was born March

24, 1863, and died on the 31st of December follow-

ing; Fred Augustus, who was born June 24, 1865,

and died on the 2d of September, 1866; Henry E.,

who was born ^lay 29, 1868, and is now assistant

treasurer of the American Eadiator Company of

Chicago ;
William Morse, who was born August 8,

1870, and died March 22, 1884; and Florence

Bradley, born January 27, 1877.

In his home life Mr. Adams was largely the

ideal husband and father, doing everything in his

power to enhance the welfare and happiness of

his wife and children. He also held friendship

inviolable. He won success in his business but

his accumulation of wealth in nowise affected his

relations toward those who were less fortunate.

On the contrary he was ever willing to extend a

helping hand when occasion presented and he

sought his friends among those of character worth

and congeniality rather than among those whose

business capacity was their sole claim to public

attention.

LAWEENCE FAELEY.

At an early period in the development of De

Kalb count}', the Farley family was established

within its borders. Lawrence Farley was born in

Malta township, April 14, 1865. He is the son of

Lawrence and Catherine Farley, who are men-

tioned at length on another page of this work in

connection with the history- of their son John

Farley. At the usual age Lawrence Farley en-

tered the common schools and therein pursued his

education. The occupation to which he was reared

he also made his life work and that he is one of the

leading progressive farmers of Malta township is

indicated by the fact that he is now the owner of

three hundred and twenty acres of land on section

12. The farm is a splendidly improved property,

equipped with all the modern accessories and con-

veniences. Everything about the place is neat and

thrifty in appearance and the work is carried on

along systematic lines with careful attention to

the rotation of crops, so that the soil is kept in ex-

cellent condition. He raises the cereals best

adapted to the climate and soil, and annually

gathers large crops.

Mr. Farley was married on the 20th of February,

1900, to Miss Anna Carl, who was born in De

Kalb county, April 17, 1877. Their union has

been blessed with an interesting little son. Bern-

ard C, who was born October 32, 1906. The par-

ents are members of the St. ilarv's Catholic church
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ol De Kalb and Mr. Farley gives his political alle-

giance to the democrac}-, being a firm supporter of

its principles though never seeking or desiring

public office, his attention being concentrated upon
his business interests in which he is meeting with

signal success.

CliAltLES C. POA'D.

Charles C. Pond, deputy county treasurer and a

resident of Sycamore, was born on a farm in

Sycamore township, De Kalb county, December

24, 18.5G, his parents being Americus H. and

Amy (Hollenbeck) Pond. He was reared on a

farm in the township of Genoa and attended the

district schools. He continued to assist in tlie

labors of the home farm until twenty-four years
of age, when he came to Sycamore and was con-

nected with its business interests as owner of a

jewelry store, which he conducted for six years.

He afterward engaged in the fire insurance busi-

ness as special agent and adjuster, principally for

the Concordia, for about ten years, when in 1898,

he went into the county treasurer's office under

Captain James N. Shaffer. Later he served in

the same capacity under Daniel Hohm and is now

deputy county treasurer under L. C. Shaffer. His

long continuation in the office has thoroughly ac-

quainted him with the duties of the position and

his work has been highly satisfactory to his su-

perior officers and the public at large.

Mr. Pond was mari-ied, in Septemlier, 1880, to

Miss Eosetta Harned, who was born in Mayfield

township, December 7, 1858, a daughter of Ed-

mund B. and Susan (Sivwright) Harned, who
were pioneer farming people of this county, com-

ing here from Nova Scotia, during the girlhood of

Mrs. Pond. Her father was born in Smithtown,
Suffolk county. Long Island, July 13, 1829, a son

of Hosea Harned, who was born in Smithtown, in

1798, and married Eosetta Brown, whose birth

occurred in 1799. Jacob Harned, father of ilosea

Harned, was born in Perth Amboy, New Jersey,

and after the Eevolutionary war settled on a tract

of one thousand acres of land on Long Island,

where he reared his family and died in 1824. His

son Hosea, in 1832, removed to Ohio, by way of

the Hudson river from Sandy Hook, thence to

Troy, by canal to Bulfalo and by lake to Ohio. In

IS.jI he came to Illinois.

Edmund B. Harned, his sou and the father of

Mrs. Pond, married Susan Sivwright, a native of

Nova Scotia, born January 6, 1833, and a daughtei-
of James M. Sivwright, who was born at Windsor,

Nova Scotia, in 1778, and died at the age of sev-

enty-four years. He removed to the United States

in 1844 and located in jxayfield township this

county. He was a son of James Sivwright, whose

birth occurred near Aberdeen, Scotland, and who
served in the British army against the Americans,

participating in the battle of Bunker Hill. He
remained in this country and married Susan

Dali7mple, a native of Ireland, but whose an-

cestors were originally from France. She died

at the age of one hundred and five years. James
M. Sivwright luarried Prudence Eaton, who was

born in Nova Scotia in 1806, a daughter of David
and Eunice (Wells) Eaton.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Pond have been born two

children: Ethel C, who is a graduate of the high
school and now science teacher in the high school

of Genoa; and Amy S., also a high-school gradu-
ate. Mrs. Pond is a member of the Congrega-
tional chui'ch and Mr. Pond belongs to the difterent

Masonic bodies and to the Modern Woodmen

camp. His political support is unswervingly given
to the republican party and he is recognized as one
of the active and helpful workers in its ranks. He
is popular and well liked in the county and his

capable official service is indicated by his long
retention in the office which he is now fillina.

EUSSELL THOMAS SMITH.

Eussell Thomas Smith, of De Kalb, was born in

Akron, Ohio, April 13, 1867. His paternal grand-
father was of German birth, while the grandmother
was French. Vinzenz Smith, the father of our sub-

ject, was bom in Germany and in early life learned

and followed the blacksmith's trade. I'or many
years he made his home in Illinois and at the time

of the Civil war he joined Taylor's Battery, en-

listing on the 27th of July, 1861, and serving until

mustered out on the 23d of July, 1864. He was

married to Miss Mary Kenney, a native of Ireland,
and they became the parents of eleven children.
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Piussell Thomas Smith, the second in order of

birth, was educated in the common schools of

Wayne, Du Page coimty, Illinois, and in the to%vn

schools of Hampshire, this state. When thirteen

years of age he began work at the butchering

business, which he has followed throughout his en-

tire life. In 1889 he began business on his own

account at Kirkland, Illinois, where he remained

for about six and a half years, coming to De Kalb

in 1896. Here he established a meat market,

which he conducted wdth success until about eight

years ago, when he and his family went to Cali-

fornia, where they spent the wdnter. Upon re-

turning, however, he again became a factor in busi-

ness life as owner of a meat market, in which line

he has since continued. He has been accorded a

liberal patronage and is a worthy and reliable mer-

chant who justly merits the success that has come

to him.

On September 25, 1894, at Kirkland, Illinois,

Mr. Smith was married to ]\Iiss Harriet A. Grout,

who was born in the northwestern part of Kings-
ton township, De Kalb county, January 28, 1874,

and is a daughter of Henry P. Grout, whose sketch

appears elsewhere in this work. Unto Mr. and

Mrs. Smith have been born three children, namely :

Henry Grout, deceased
;,
Russell G., aged six years :

and Mary G., aged four years. Mr. Smith belongs

to the Elks lodge and to the ilodern Woodmen

camp, and his wife is a member of the First Con-

gregational church..

JAMES BYERS.

Nature seems to have intended that man should

enjoy a period of rest in old age. In youth he

is full of energy, zest and zeal, and in middle life

his energies are guided by the sound judgment
that comes through experience, but in late years,

when one's powers are somewhat diminished, there

should come a period of rest from more arduous

labor if time and talents have not been wasted in

former years. Well directed labors as a farmer

have brought to James Byers an opportunity of

living in a pleasant home in Sycamore with a

competence sufficient to supply him with all of the

comforts and some of the luxuries of life. He waa

born in Delaware count}", Xew York, October 11

1828.

His father, James Byers, was a native of Esk-

dale Muir, Dumfriesshire, Scotland, born in the

year 1797. Emigrating to America in 1818, he

settled in Xew York and there resided for many

years, or until 1811, when he came overland with

his family to Illinois, establishing his home in

South Grove, De Kalb county. He had met with

reverses in the east and on reaching this state had

but thirty cents. He made arrangements, how-

ever, for the purchase of a claim and engaged in

farming until 1871. Here he retrieved his lost

possessions, continuing in business until the year

mentioned, w-hen he retired. He died at the home

of a daughter in Buffalo Grove, Ogle county, Illi-

nois, December 8, 1874. For a third of a century

he was a resident of South Grove. He possessed

good judgment, was a faithful adviser and did

more to mold the business characier of the town

than any other man. He taught the first scnooi in

the town in one-half of his double log house, which

had a puncheon floor, shake roof and mud chim-

ney. He labored earnestly for the development of

the community along the lines of material, intel-

lectual and moral progress. He was an example of

industry and honesty and left to his family an un-

tarnished name. During his first year in the

county, in the fall of 1841, he and his wife trav-

eled eight miles to husk corn for thirty cents per

day. He was very benevolent, liberal with what-

ever he possessed, and was always unostentatious

in his giving. As the years passed he became

wealthy and left to his family a comfortable estate.

In early manhood he wedded Jane Scott, who was

also a native of Dumfriesshire, Scotland, born in

1794. They were married in that country on the

18th of May, 1818, and she accompanied her hus-

band on his emigration to America. She was a

lady of many splendid traits of character, of rare

excellence and genuine worth, and indeed proved
a valued helpmate to her husband. She died in

1873 and her death was deeph* regretted by many
friends as well as by her family.

James Byers was one of a family of seven chil-

dren, but he and his brother William, also a resi-

dent of Sycamore, are the only ones now living.

One brother^ Asa B. Byers, was in his lifetime one

of the largest landholders of this county. James
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Buyers was reai'cd to fanii life and began work wlien

quite young, driving a team to a breaking plow.

As the years passed he did his full share toward

developing the wild land and made many trips to

Chicago with wheat which he sold for thirty-five

and fort}' cents per bushel. On one occasion he

started to Milwaukee with a load of dressed hogs

and in crossing a stream one wheel broke through

the ice and the wagon-box fell off and the hogs

were thrown into the water. Mr. Byers, then six-

teen years of age, went to the rescue with all his

clothes on. He succeeded in pulling the hogs out

of the water, but his clothes were frozen upon him.

However, he suffered no disastrous effects from

his icy l>ath. When he attained his majority he

bought one hundred and sixty acres of government
land. Not a furrow had lieen turned nor an im-

provement been made upon it, but he at once began

its development and made it his home until 1900.

when he retired to Sycamore. In the meantime

he had added greatly to his possessions and is still

tbe owner of six hundred and twenty acres of valu-

able, productive land from which he now derives

a good annual income.

Mr. Byers has been married twice. His first

wife was Olive Mason, a native of New York state.

who died about 18T8. By that marriage there were

six children: John, now deceased, who married

Stella Jones ; Eobert. who married Jane Gibson

and is a farmer of South Grove, De Kalb county ;

William, a resident of Sioux City, Iowa ; Olive,

who married Charles Black, of Sycamore, and they

now live in Oakland, California; and two who

died in infancy. In 1884 Mr. Byers wedded Miss

Sarah Adams, a native of New Hampshii-e. She

is a highly educated woman, having attended an

eastern college, and for ten years prior to her mar-

riage she was a successful teacher in the schools of

Sycamore.

Mr- Byers has long been recognized as one of

the prominent and influential residents of De

Kalb county. His residence here covers two-thirds

of a century and few men have, through as long a

period, been witnesses of the changes that have

occurred and the transformation that has been

wrought by time and men. He served as chair-

man of the board of supervisors for many years

and in his political views has always been a stal-

wart republican. In his township he was always

called the peacemaker for he did much to settle

disputes among friends and neighbors and his own
amiable disposition and equable temperament

proved an excellent example in this direction.

He is today enjoying a well earned rest, occupying
one of the finest homes in Sycamore, on South

California street, and is justly accounted one of

the honored residents of this part of the state.

ANTHONY DARLING.

Anthony Darling, a veteran of the Civil war now

following farming in Clinton township, was born

in Lodi, Seneca county, New York, July 22, 1844.

His parents were natives of the Empire stale and

there spent their entire lives. They had eleven

children, six daughters and five sons, of whom

Anthony Darling was the fifth in order of birth.

He remained a resident of the east iintil about for-

ty-one years of age when in 1885, he came to this

state, making his way direct to Clinton township.

On the 26th of December, 1867, Mr. Darling was

married in Pennsylvania, to Miss Clara Wiicox,

who was born May 8, 1846. Her father was a

native of the state of New York, while her mother

was born in Pennsylvania. After losing her first

husband Mrs. Wilcox became the wife of David

Hoagland, also a native of the Keystone state. In

1890 they removed to Illinois where Mrs. Hoag-
land died in 1904, at the advanced age of seventy-

eight years. Mr. and Mrs. Darling became the

parents of six .sons : George I., who was born No-

vember 18, 1868, and married Miss Hattie Row-

land, and unto them w-ere born three cliildren ;

William S., who was 1iorn July 21, 1871, and mar-

ried Miss Laura McConothy, a native of Kentucky,

and now residing in Iowa wdiere he owns two hun-

dred and forty acres of land; Cyrus B., who was

l)orn July 21, 1873, and died April 9, 1888
;
Leon

A., born September 21, 1883, and who is at home;
and James and John, twins, who were born October

4, 1887, and of whom the former died in 1892.

Mr. Darling has always followed the occupation

of farming and is now owner of eighty acres of

good land in Clinton township, in addition to

which he rents and cultivates one hundred and

sixty-seven acres on section 3, same township. He
has worked earnestly and persistently to acquire

a comfortable competence and thus provide a good



376 PAST AXD PEESEXT OF DE KALB COUNTY.

living for lii> family, and in addition to tilling

the soil he is engaged quite extensively in stock-

raising. The only interrnption there has h&m to

his business life since he attained his majority was

when, at the tune of the Civil war, he offered his

services to the government and for four years aided

in defense of the Union as a member of Company

H, One Hundred and Second New York Volunteer

Infantry. He participated in the battle of Cedar

Mountain and Bull Bun and also in the engage-

ments of Antietam, Gettysburg, Vicksburg and

Chancellorsville. from which point the troops

marched to Lookout Mountain where his company

was the first to gain tha heights, ilr. Darling was

also with the command which captured Atlanta,

Georgia, and was with Sherman on his famous

march to the sea, afterward participating in the

campaign through the Carolinas. When Lee had

surrendered, the regiment went to Washin,gton

where the men were honorably discharged. Mr.

Darling made a splendid military record as a brave

and loyal soldier. When the country no longer

needed his aid he went to Pennsylvania where he

followed farming until 1885, when he came to

Illinois. Here he has since been identified with

agricultural interests in Clinton township and is

accounted one of the successful farmers of the

community.
In politics Mr. Darling has always been a stal-

wart republican, supporting the party with un-

faltering loyalty. He was town collector for one

term and school director for five years. He and

his family are members of the Methodist Episcopal

church and have gained many friends during the

period of their residence in the middle west.

WALTEE MOEEIS HAY.

W'alter Morris Hay, whose public-spirited citi-

zenship and intense interest in the welfare of his

county is manifest in the prompt and able manner

in which he discharges his duties as circuit clerk

and recorder of De Kalb county, was born in

Somonauk township on the 3.5th of November,
1871. His father, Isaac Morris Hay, now a retired

farmer living in Sandwich, was a son of George P.

and Harriet (ilorris) Hay. and the family was

established in this countv at an earlv dav. Tlie

biograjjliical sketch of Isaac M. Hay is published

in this history. His mother, Mrs. Hay, ^^ho bore

the maiden name of Aurelia Latham, is a daughter

of Thomas Fish and Jane Latham, who were

among the earliest settlers of the southeastern por-

tion of De Kalb county. Her father was born

February 23, 1812, in Groton township. New Lon-

don county, Connecticut. Her grandfather, Joseph

Latham, was in early life a farmer but later re-

moved to New York citj-. Her grandmother, whose

maiden name was Fish, was in her declining years

a resident of Sandwich, widely known as Grand-

mother Latham. In the year 1833 Thomas P.

Latham entered mercantile life in New York and

after several years spent in that way decided to

try his fortune upon the sea. As a supercargo on

a merchant vessel his work took him to the promi-

nent European ports and around the world.

Through this experience he gained extensive

knowledge of the customs and habits of the various

coimtries whose sea coasts he visited. On the 27th

of March, 1837, he married Jane Ayers and soon

afterward came to the w^est. While visiting a

friend at Bristol, Illinois, he was informed of a

claim for sale on Somonauk creek. This land, con-

sisting of two hundred acres, he concluded to pur-

chase and gave the horses which had carried him

to this country from his eastern home as part pay-

ment for the property. He then became connected

with agricultural interests in De Kalb county, his

farm adjoining the present northern city limits of

Sandwich, Illinois. His death occurred January

10, 1902. In his family were seven children, in-

cluding Mrs. Aurelia Hay. who is now living with

her husband in Sandwich.

At the usual age Walter ^I. Hay began his edu-

cation in the public schools, pas-^ing through suc-

cessive grades until he was graduated from the

Somonauk high school in the class of 1887. He

then matriculated in the University- of Illinois and

on the completion of a course in civil engineering

was graduated in 1891. Following his graduation

he was employed at structural iron drafting and

designing in Chicago and in 1892 and 1893 was

employed as field engineer to secure topographical

data for the relief map of Illinois made under the

direction of the state board of agriculture for the

World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago. In

1893 he was also employed in connection with the

sewer and water department upon the fair ground?
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in Cliicago. Ihiriiig the three succeeding years he

was at Muscatine, Iowa, where he acted as assist-

ant cit)' engineer and later as city engineer. In

1896 he resigned on account of a change in the

political administration in Muscatine after being

tendered a complimentary vote by a democratic city

council.

It was on the 24th of June of the same year

that Mr. Hay was married to Katherine Lowman,

a daughter of John and Melissa Lowman, of

Somonauk township. The young couple began

their domestic life in Muscatine but in 1897 lo-

cated on a farm in Somonauk township, De Kalb

county, where they resided until 1902, Mr. Hay

devoting his time and energies to general agi'i-

cultural pursuits and surveying work. In Jan-

uary, 1904, he was elected a member of the ex-

ecutive board of the Illinois Society of Engineers

and Surveyors. In 1900 he was elected county

surveyor of De Kalb county and removed to the

city of De Kalb in 1903 to pursue civil engineering

and surveying work there. In 1904 he again took

up his abode in Somonauk township and in No-

vember of the same year he was elected circuit

clerk and recorder of De Kalb county, which posi-

tion he is yet filling, discharging his duties witli

promptness and fidelity.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hay have been born two chil-

dren: John Gilbert, who was born Novemljer 27,

1897, and died on the 9th of January, 1907 ;
and

Isaac Morris, born August 19, 1899. Mr. Hay
is a member of the Masonic fraternity, De Kalb

lodge, No. 765, B. P. 0. E., and the Eoyal

Arcanum; and of the latter is a past regent. He

is well known in this, his native county, and his

good qualities are widely recognized, his fellow

citizens giving tangible evidence of their faith in

him by electing him to his present position.

ABEAHAM ASHELFOED.

Abraham Ashelford, now deceased, came to De

Kalb county in 1855, and made permanent location

within its borders in 1856. He was a self-made

man, owing his advancement to his business enter-

prise and utilization of opportunity for investment,

and as the years passed by he became one of the

extensive landowners of this part of the state. He

was born in Somersetshire, England, February 24,

1832, and was a son of George and Sarah (Black-

mer) Ashelford. In 1858 the father came to

America, accompanied by some of his children,

but soon afterward returned to the mother country

and died in his native shire in 1876, when about

seventy-four years of age. The mother survived

him for some time and passed away at an advanced

age-

Abraham Ashelford was one of six children and

was reared in his native country, where he received

but limited educational privileges. He was a

young man of about twenty-three years, when, in

October, 1855, he made the voyage across the At-

lantic to the new world. After a brief sojourn in

Ontario he came to De Kalb county, Illinois, ar-

riving at the city of De Kalb on Christmas day of

1855. Tn March of the following year he returned

to Canada but after a brief period came again to

Illinois and made permanent location in this

county, settling in South Grove township, where

he spent the greater jmrt of his remaining days.

He was almost wholly without means when he ar-

rived in this county but he obtained employment

on the farm of John Orl)ut, working for some time

for Mr. Orbut and his brother. With his first

savings he bought a yoke of oxen and afterward

operated land on the shares for a time, while sub-

sequently he leased and cultivated a large farm for

a pferiod of five years. When four years had pass-

ed his savings had accumulated sufficiently to en-

able him to purchase one hundred and sixty acres

of the farm which he was cultivating and there he

established his homestead. As the years passed he

lived frugally and economically for some time m
order to add to his possessions and at the time of

liis death he was the owner of one thousand acres

r.f finely improved land in South Grove township

and seven hundred and eighty acres in Kansas, to-

gether with other property. All this was the

tangible evidence of a life of thrift and industry,

proving what could be accomplished through de-

termination and unfaltering perseverance in a

country untrammeled by class conditions.

Mr. Ashelford was married in Pierce township,

Kane county, Illinois, February 3, 1863, to Miss

Ellen McMurchy, who was born July 6, 1834, in

Ontario, Canada, and when a child was brought

to Kane county by her parents. She died May

27. 1877, at the age of forty-three years. Tlie five
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children of that marriage were: Mrs. Sarah Hewitt,

of Linden, Kansas ; James,, who is living at Horace,

Nebraska; Mrs. Lizzie Chapman, of Sycamore;

Robert, also of Sycamore ; and John, who died

when two years of age. In 1890 Mr. Ashelford

again married, his second union being with Anna

Sullen, who was born in Sonth Grove township,

this county, and is a daughter of Edward and

Eliza (Morris) Sullen. Her father was born in

Kent, England, and at an early day came to Amer-

ica, settling in New York state, whence in 1860,

he removed to Illinois, establishing his home in

South Grove tow-nship. Both he and his wife are

now deceased. By the second marriage of Mr.

Ashelford there were born seven children : Fiancis,

who is now in school at Glenwood, Illinois; Olive

Maj% who died in infancy ;
Grover

;
Alta May ;

Lida; Mabel; and Harold.

In his political views Mr. Ashelford was a re-

publican from the time he cast his first presidential

ballot for Abraham Lincoln. He died September

30, 1906, at his home in Sycamore, where he had

located several years before on retiring from active

life. He left a large amount of land beside a

beautiful home in Sycamore, where his widow is

now living, and in business circles he made an

unassailable reputation by his straightforward

methods, being never known to take advantage of

the necessities of his fellowmen in any trade trans-

action.

GEOEGE J. PATTEESON.

George J. Patterson, who is now so efficiently

serving as postmaster of Genoa, w'as born in Varna,
Saline county, Nebraska, June 28, 1875. His

father, George Patterson, was a native of Pennsyl-

vania, in which state he was reared, and when a

young man he came to Illinois, following farming
in De Kalb county for some time. He enlisted

from Genoa, August 6, 1862, in Company A, One
Hundred and Fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry
and remained in the service until the close of the

Civil war. He was married in Genoa to Miss

Abigail Brown, who was born in Genoa township
and is a daughter of Jeremiah Brown, a pioneer of

this state, having located here in 1837. She is a

sister of D. S. Brown, whose sketch appears else-

where in this volume. After his marriage Mr.

Patterson continued to follow farming in De Kalb

county for several j'cars and became the owner of

eighty acres of land, but in 1868 he removed to

Johnson county, Nebraska, and purchased one

lumdrod and sixty acres of land some forty miles

from Lincoln. Later he removed to Saline coun-

ty where he pre-empted one hundred and sixty

acres. He proved up his claim and lived there for

some time but finally returneil to Illinois in 1876

and located on his farm three and a half miles

northeast of Genoa. Here he died the same year

at the age of forty years. After her husband's

death Mrs. Patterson rented her farm and built a

good home in Genoa, where she lived until 1885,

when she removed to Hand county. South Dakota,

and entered one hundred and sixty acres of land.

She improved her claim and continued to make her

home thereon until 1896, when she returned to

Genoa, where she is now living in her sixty-seventh

year.

In the family of George and Abigail Patterson

were six children : Hattie, bom October 1, 1859,

married E. H. Griggs, who resides in Genoa, and

she died February 12, 1905. Emma Judith, born

May 24, 1862, married Milton J. Carson and re-

sides in Genoa township. Joseph Allen, born Jan-

uary 17, 1867, married Margaret Peters and lives

in Genoa. Margaret Eleanor, bom October 4,

1868, married William W. Stephens and resides in

Miller, South Dakota. Jeremiah L.. born Decem-

ber 20, 1872, married Bertha Wharton and makes

his home in Genoa. George J. completes the fam-

ily and is one of the three children born in Ne-

braska.

The early education of George J. Patterson was

acquired in the public schools and for two years he

was a student in the Agricultural College at

Brookings, South Dakota. After putting aside his

text-books he engaged in clerking in various stores

in Genoa for some years. In October, 1903, he

was appointed assistant postmaster under C. B.

Crawford, who died in October. 1905, and was suc-

ceeded by Mr. Patterson on the 26th of that month.

In the following January he received his commis-

sion as postmaster and has since most ably and

conscientiously filled that_ position, for which he

was well fitted on account of his previous con-

nection w'ith the office.
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On the 1st of December, 1903, Mr. Patterson

was united in marriage to Miss A'erda Eockhold,

whom he first met in Genoa, though slie was born

in Lineville, Wayne county, Iowa, and is a daugh-
ter of Frank Eockliold, a native of the same state.

They are not connected with any religious de-

nomination but attend various churches. Fra-

ternally Mr. Patterson is a prominent Mason, be-

longing to Genoa lodge. No. 288, A. F. & A. M.,
of which he has now served as worshipful master

for over three years. He is also a member of camp
No. 163, M. W. A., of Genoa, and the Mystic

Workers, while his wife is a member of the East-

ern Star. They are widely and favorably known
and have a host of friends in the community where

they reside.

A. G. SCHULTZ.

A. G. Schultz, who is engaged quite extensively

in feeding stock as well as in general farming,
started out in life upon rented land but is now
owner of one hundred and sixty acres on section

1, Clinton township. He was born in Oldenburg,

Germany, and his parents were natives of that

c;ountry, whence they came to the United States

in 1865, settling in New York state where their

remaining days were passed. After their death

A. G. Schultz, of this review, came to Illinois and

was employed as a farm hand until twenty-four

years of age.

About that time he was married, the lady of his

choice being Miss Lena Schmidt. The wedding
was celebrated on the 20th of Februarj^, 1890. and

'Mrs. Schultz was born in Squaw Grove township
in 1871. Her parents are also natives of Germany
and came to this country in early life, the father

following the occupation of farming. He still

carries on general agricultural pursuits in Squaw
Grove township, where he owns and cultivates two

lumdred acres of rich and productive land. Mr.

and Mrs. Schmidt are still living in Squaw Grove

township and are now about eighty-four years of

age. Mrs. Schultz is the oldest of nine children,

the others being : ilollie, Ernest, Lenora, Anna,
John. Emma, Otto and Le Eoy. Unto Mr. and

Mrs. Schultz have been born three children : Fred

Edward, born February 23, 1891; Adlai John,

born November 11, 1893 : and Irene Eieanore. born

April 15. 1898.

ilr. Schultz has always followed farming and

after his marriage rented a tract of land which he

cultivated until he was enabled to purchase a farm
in Clinton township. He thus became owner of

one lumdred and sixty acres of land on section 1,

which he has since further cultivated and devel-

oped and now operates this farm with good suc-

cess, annually gathering rich harvests. His polii-

ical allegiance is given the democracy and that he

is prominent in its ranks is indicated by the fact

that he is now serving as one of the committee

men. He is also road commissioner and for sev-

eral years has filled the office of school director.

Both he and his wife are members of the German
Lutheran church in Squaw Grove township and are

much esteemed in the community, having a host

of warm friends. In his business atfairs Mr.

Schultz has met with an enviable measure of suc-

cess and now in addition to the cultivation of his

fields is engaged quite extensively in raising stock.

His diligence and perseverance constitute the basis

of his prosperity, making him a leading farmer of

Clinton township.

ORVILLE MEAD BLOOD, M. D.

Dr. Orville Mead Blood, of De Kalb, who in the

practice of his profession has largely made a spe-

cialty of surgery, in which he has received superior

training, was born at Bloods, Steuben county. New

York, July 36, 1863. The ancestry of the family

can be traced back through several generations.

The paternal great-grandfather of the Doctor was

Frederick Blood, the first settler of Steuben coun-

ty. New York, and the founder of the town of

Bloods, the postotfice being established in 1836.

The great-grandfather conducted a hotel at Bloods

Corners as early as 1800, it being the first hostelry

in that section of the country. His son and name-

sake, Frederick Blood, Jr., devoted his life to

agricultural pursuits and became what was then

considered a very wealthy man.

James H. Blood, the son of the latter and the

father of Dr. Blood, was born in the town of

Bloods, New York, in 1838. He was there
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reared and on reaching his majority adopted farm-

ing as a life work. At the outbrealv of the Civil

war, however, he jiut aside all business and per-

sonal considerations and volunteered his services

in defense of the country, enlisting in Company
L, Fourth New York Heavy Artillery. He was

accidentally killed while on his way to the front

when but twenty-six years of age. He had pre-

viously married Hannah ]\I. Paymond and unto

them had been born two children : Frederick J.,

now a commercial salesman at Burlington, Ver-

mont; and Orville Mead, of this review. Following
the death of her first husband Mrs. Blood afterward

married Thaddous Spike and died about 1890,

leaving a daughter of the second marriage, Blanche

Spike, who is now residing in Chicago.

Dr. Blood of this review spent his boyhood days

in his mother's home and attended the public and

high schools of his native town, also the Geneseo

State Normal at Geneseo, New York. For three

years he devoted his attention to teaching and in

1884 determined to enter upon the practice of

medicine, to which end he Ijegan reading, and in

the fall of 1885 matriculated in Bennett Eclectic

College of Medicine and Surgery at Chicago. He

pursued the full course and was graduated in the

spring of 1888. He served as interne at Cook

County Hospital and in 1889 located at Lily Lake,

Illinois, where he remained for three years, re-

moving to Elburn, Illinois, in 1892. There he

continued in practice for fourteen years. As a

general practitioner and surgeon he has been un-

usually successful and has won the nnqualified
confidence of liis many patients. In the spring
of 1906 he served as externe in Augustana Hos-

pital, Chicago, in the service of Dr. A. J. Ochsner,
one of Chicago's most eminent surgeons. Follow-

ing his externeship in the Augustana, he took a

post-graduate course at the Chicago Polyclinic.

In September, 1906, seeking a still broader fiield, ht,

removed to De Kalb, where he has already secured

a liberal and constantly growing patronage. His

study in recent years has largely been along the

lines of surgery, in which he has become very

proficient, and indeed he has been very successful.

His ability is widely acknowledged and in addi-

tion to his own extensive practice he is frequently
called in consultation with others in surgical cases.

He is a member of the De Kalb County Medical

and Illinois State ilcdical Societies, and through

continued I'eading and investigation he has con-

stantly promoted his knowledge and efficiency.

In .1884 Dt. Blood was married to Miss Alice

Clark, of Eochester, New York, who died in 1886,

and in 1893 he wedded iliss Jennie ilarvin of

Maple Park. Illinois, a daughter of George W.

Marvin, a prominent farmer of that place. Unto

this marriage has been born one daughter, Mar-

cella. Dr. Blood belongs to the Masonic fra-

ternity and also has membership relations with the

Modern Woodmen of America, the Yeomen of

America and the Mystic Workers. His political

support is given the repu!;>lican party and for many
years he served as health officer at Elburn. While

a recent addition to the ranks of the profession in

De Kalb, through his pleasing personality and his

skill as a medical practitioner and surgeon he is

rapidly acquiring an enviable practice and is al-

ready accounted one of the foremost members of

the profession at this place.

JOSEPH C. PIERCE.

In every community ai'e found men who are

leaders in business and public life, who leave the

impress of their individuality for good upon tlie

general welfare and who by their enterprising

spirit and unfaltering endeavor promote public

prosperity as well as individual success. To this

class belongs Joseph C. Pierce, whose worth and

ability have been recognized by his fellow towns-

men in various elections to local offices. He is,

moreover, a representative business man, now con-

nected with the coal and grain trades. Born in

Sullivan county. New York, on the 23d of April,

1844, he w^as the second in order of birth in a

family of five children, whose parents were John
and Frances (Carrey) Pierce, both of whom were

natives of Sullivan county. New York, the former

born in July, 1812, and the latter on the 4th of

July. 1820. A maternal uncle of our subject.

Stephen Currey, was a soldier of the Eevolutionary

Army.

Joseph C. Pierce arrived in De Kalb county,

Illinois, in the spring of 1866, locating at Syca-
more. He was educated in the common schools

of the Empire state and in the Normal Schoo"
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at Liberty, Sullivan county, New York, and he

came to the middle west when a young nian of

twenty-two years. In October, 1867, he removed

from Sycamore to Malta, where he emiiarked in

general merchandising, continuing in that trade

for fourteen years, or until 1881. In 1890 lie

l)egan dealing in grain and coal and has since

continued in this line of activity, handling a large

amount of fuel and of grain annually. In fact

his business has grown to extensive proportions
.'.iiid he has thus won gratifying success. He owns

a large elevator and a half block upon which it

>aands, and he is also the owner of much village

])M)perty, including the residence which he occupies.

Before coming to the middle west, Mr. Pierce

proved his loyalty to his country by active serv-

ice in the Civil war. He joined the army in July_

1863, as one of the boys in blue, in Company A,

One Hundred and Forty-third New York Infan-

liy, and in October, 1801:, he was promoted to

Ihe rank of first lieutenant. On the 21st of March

following he was brevetted captain and was as-.,

tiigned to the command of Company G\of 'tfe

same regiment, acting in that capacity until mus--

lered out after the close of the war in August,
1865. He participated in a number of important

engagements, including the battles of Savannah,

(jeorgia, Averysboro, Goldsboro, Ealeigh, a num-
ber of skirmishes and the celeberated march to

the sea under General Sherman. He was always
at his post of duty whether upon the picket line

or the firing line, and no word was ever uttered

against his valor or his fidelity. In fact his per-

.'lonal bravery inspired his men to deeds of cour-

nge and he was recognized as an able officer.

Mr. Pierce is a member of Dement lodge. No.

32n. A. F. & A. M., Wayside lodge. No. 5-11,

l\. P.. and Edward Bridge post, No. 328, G. A. E..

Ilius maintaining pleasant relations with his old

army comrades. His political allegiance is given
lo the republican party. He attends and supports

idle Congregational church, of which he has served

IIS treasurer for fifteen years. He has also held

many political offices within the gift of the people.

He was village treasurer for two years, super-

visor of his town.ship for four years, ta.x collector

two years, alderman eight years and mayor for

four years. He has also been justice of the peace

for twenty-six years and is still the incumbent

in that office.

Mr. Pierce was married in Ulster count}-, New-

York, April 14, 187 U, to Pheljc A.Brundage ,
who

was born in that county, July 18, 18-13. Her
father was Francis Taylor Brundage, and her

mother Catlierine (Porter) Brundage. Both were

natives of the Empire state, the former of Sulli-

van county and the latter of Dutchess county, and
of their five children Mrs. Pierce was the fourth

in order of birth. By her marriage she has be-

come the mother of two daughters: Katherine

B., born December 1, 1873, and Mrs. Frances C.

liichardson born May 5, 1876, both of whom are

members of the Daughters of the American liev-

olution. The family live in a beautiful home
on Sprague and Fourth streets in Malta.

Mr. Pierce deserves all the credit and praise

that is implied in the term of a ''self-made man,"
for he had no .special family or pecuniary advant-

ages to aid him at the outset of his career. He
has overcome difficulties and obstacles by deter-

mined purpose and by probity and unflagging

industry, has pushed his way forward in the midst

"of these scenes and has attained a measure of

success in excess of that of most men. He keeps
informed upon matters of public moment and has

decided views upon many of the questions of the

day. He has indeed made a creditable record for

honorable citizenship and for progressiveness in

business. He has contributed to the material, intel-

lectual and moral progress of his community and

lias exercised his official prerogatives to support

many valuable community measures and inter-

ests. Indeed his public and private life are alike

above reproach and without invidious distinction

lie may be termed one of the foremost citizens of

Malta and De Kalii county.

opvix w. bke:\[an.

Orvin W. Beeman, at one time an active farmer

of De Ivalb county, now living retired in Syca-

more, was liorn in Allegany, now Wyoming, coun-

ty, New York. June 4, 1832. He was one of twins

in a family of fourteen children but only three

of the number are now living, while he is the only

one in Illinois. The parents were Orange and

Hannah (Kilbourne) Beeman, natives of Vermont.

They were people in limited circumstances and al-
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though tlie fiither carried on farming he did not

own land. He died at the venerable age of eighty

years, while his wife passed away at the age of

si.xty-six.

Orvin W. Beeman received but little education.

Until twelve j-ears of age he was a sufferer from

what was called white swelling and at the age of

fourteen years he went to work on a farm by the

day, eagerly accepting any employment that he

could secure. During the last year spent in New
York he worked at a salary of eighteen dollars per

month, the largest wage being paid for farm labor

at that time. He then sought a home in the mid-

dle west. He was twenty-four years of age when

in 1857 he came to Illinois, where he again worked

as a farm hand, Ijy the month up to the time of

lii.« marriage in February. 1859. On the 16th of

February of that year he wedded ^liss Mary C. Car-

penter, a native of Ohio and a daughter of William

Carpenter, who at an early day came to Illinois,

where he followed farming.

At the time of his marriage ilr. Beeman and

his brother owned eighty acres of land in Shia-

wassee county, Michigan, and he removed to that

place, there engaging in farming for a few years.

In 186.5 he returned to De Kalb county, where he

purchased eighty acres of land in ^layfield town-

ship. Upon this place was a small frame house

and a prairie stable. With characteristic energy
Mr. Beeman began the further cultivation and im-

provement of the property and as the years passed

l\y brought his fields under a higher state of culti-

vation and continued in the active work of the

farm, aimually harvesting large crops as he car-

ried on the work along progressive lines of agri-

culture. He now owns a good farm of two hun-

dred acres, all well improved. The land was open

prairie but Mr. Beeman planted a grove thereon

and is now getting his fuel from his own timber.

On retiring from active farm life he took up his

abode in the city of Sycamore, where he now re-

sides.

Unto ^Ir. and Mrs. Beeman were born three

children, but the second died in infancy. The

others are Frederick William and Isabelle, the

latter at home. The son is living on his own
farm in McHenry county, Illinois. He married

Miss Alice Clark and they have one son, Leslie,

who is now attending school in Sycamore and is

living with his grandparents. Mr. and Mrs. Bee-

man have always been hard workers, taking care A
what they have made and they have every reasoii

to be proud of their record. They now own anci

occupy a nice residence at No. 227 East State

street and also have two other residences in the

city. Mr. Beeman has ever given his political

allegiance to the republican party since casting his

first presidential vote for Fremont. He served as

road commissioner, as school director and as school

trustee, and the cause of education has found in

him a warm friend, who believes in providing good
schools for the youth of the country. His life rec-

ord is an indication of what may be accomplished
even under adverse circumstances and although he

had no assistance at the outset of his career he

has through his own labor and diligence gained a

place among the prosperous residents of the county,
so that he is now enabled to live retired.

BE1!.\I1A1;D il. OLESON.

BernJiard H. Oleson, son of Ole and Elsie

(Hendrickson) Oleson, was born in the city of

Soivesburg, province of Blenkinge, Sweden, Octo-

ber 6, 1864. His father owned a fine home in

Sweden and his parents, brothers and sisters re-

mained in the old home on the shores of the

Baltic sea. Mr. Oleson came to Sycamore twenty-
five years ago and was employed ny Honorable

Isaac Ellwood, and later became a clerk in tho

grocery and drug store, where he has remained as

clerk and proprietor, the firm being now known ns

the Oleson, Walrod t^" Whittemore Grocery & Drug
Store.

Mr. Oleson married Huldah Anderson, daught^-r

of August and Annie Anderson, both natives of

Sweden. They have an adopted daughter eigrht

years of age, a bright, beautiful child, who is cer-

tainly fortunate in the care of her foster parents.

Mr. Oleson is an active, progressive business man
and has enjoyed a splendid remunerative patron-

age. In politics he is a republican, being at present

amemberof the republican county central commit-

tee. He i.? an enthusiastic member of the ilasonie

fraternity and was eminent commander of Syca-

more commandery in 1902. Mr. and Mrs. Oleson

are affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal church.

We present him as an example of that sturdy ele-
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mcnt known as the Swedish-American; one who
has made opportunity and in spite of drawbaclfs

and discouragements has attained a lasting posi-
tion among the business men and one of influence

among the citizens of Sycamore.

JOHN H. LATHAM.

With varied and extensive business interests

claiming his time and attention John H. Latham
has so directed his labors and energies that he has

made steady advancement in the business world,

having long since left the ranks of the many to

stand among the successful few. He is a son of

Joseph F. and Charlotte A. (Esterbrooks)
Latham. The Latham family was established in

De Kalb county in 1838 and the Esterbrooks in

1835, so that in both the paternal and maternal

lines John H. Latham comes from an ancestry

long connected with the history of this part of the

state and figuring prominently in connection with

its pioneer development and early jjrogreas and

upbuilding. His father drove an ox team 'from

Sandwich to California in 1849, in companv with

his brother, attracted by the gold discoveries wliich,

as a lodestone, were drawing so many from the

east and middle west to the Pacific coast in the

hope of rapidly realizing a fortune there. Because

of ill health Mr. Latham returned by way of the

water route to New York and thence to Chicago,

reaching his home after an absence of two years.

Once more he took up farming but later again w-ent

to California and to Colorado, each time, however,

returning to his farm after a period spent in the

mining regions. He married Charlotte A. Ester-

brooks, a daughter of James L. Esterbrooks, a

farmer, who came originally from Pennsylvania.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Latham were born eiglit chil-

dren, of whom four are yet living: Ada L. is the

wife of Howard Tuttle, of Webster City, Iowa;
John H. is the subject of this review; Justin is

associated with his brother in merchandising and

farming interests; and Mary L., is the wife of

J. B. Castle, of Sandwich, mentioned elsewhere in

this volume.

John H. Latham was born upon the home farm
in De Kalb county, March 16, 1856, and at ths

usual age entered tlie pulilic schools to acquire an

education, which he completed in the high school

of Sandwich. He was reared to farm life, early

becoming familiar with tlie duties and labors that

fall to the lot of the agriculturist, and when he put
aside his text-books, thinking to find mercantile

pursuits more congenial than the labors of the

fields, he began clerking in an implement house,
where he remained for four years. At that time,

however, he returned to the farm and engaged ac-

tively in general agricultural pursuits until 1890.

Later he purchased the interest of J. B. Castle in

the hardware business and joined his brother

Justin in a partnership under the name of Latham
Brothers. This business had been established in

1892 under the style of Castle & Latham and in

1899 it became the property of the present firm.

They have a large and well appointed store, carry-

ing a carefully selected stock of goods, and their

patronage has continually grown. John H. Latham
is one of the directors of the Sandwich Manufac-

turing Company.
On the 26th of April, 1894, Mr. Latham was

united in marriage to Miss Helen C. Culver, a

daughter of George W. Culver. She was born

April 1, 1868, and by this marriage there is one

son, Hollis Culver Latham, born December 11,

1898. The family attend the Presbyterian church
and are generous contril)utors to its support. Mr.
Latham is a Mason and past master of his lodge.

He is also a ])ast high ])riest of Sandwich cha])ter.

No. lO:, K. A. M., belongs to the Knight Templar
commandery at Aurora, Illinois, and to the Mystic
Shrine at Eockford. For a number of years he
served as road commissioner and while not an

aspirant for ottice he has discharged every duty

devolving upon him in a public connection with

prom]3tness and fidelity. For a half century he
has made his home in De Kalb county', an inter-

ested witness of its changes and its growth' and an
active participant in the development that has been

wrought in Sandwich through its business inter-

ests and through those avenues into which public-

spirited men turn their energies for the general

good.

Justin Latham, associated in business with his

brother, John H. Latham, was born February

18, 1858, and after completing a high-school course

in Sandwich he spent sometime in business posi-

tions in Chicago. In 1893 he joined J. B. Castle

in the conduct of a hardware store, this partner-
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ship being maintained until 1899, when Mr. Castle

sold his interest to John H. Latham and the pres-

ent firm of Latham Brothers was established, con-

tinuing the business to the present time with grow-

ing and well merited success.

Justin Latham was married November 21. 1S9.5,

to Miss Grace Abbott, of Sandwich, a daughter of

Asher il. Abbott, who was a merchant. They have

two children: Wendell A., born March 16, 1897;

and Charlotte, born May 28, 1900.

Justin Latham was at one time alderman of

Sandwich but has preferred a strictly business life

to political service and his concentration of his en-

ergies upon his mercantile interests has been an

element in the success wliich has attended the store

from its establishment. The brothers are both en-

terprising men of keen discernment and progressive

spirit, who do honor to a name that has figured in

the history of De Kalb county from earliest pio-

neer times.

BENJAMIN HAKVEY WESTLAKE.

Benjamin Harvey Westlake, a public-spirited

man and one of the best citizens of De Kalb, ac-

cording to public report, is now engaged in the

feed and livery business. He was born in New-

burg, New York, March 27, 18.5.5. His father

David B. Westlake, also a native of New York,

died in Attgtist, 1906, but the mother, who bore the

maiden name of Catharine N. Du Boyce, was

born in New York state and is still living. David

B. Westlake was a farmer by occupation and in the

year 1857 came to Illinois, settling in Mayfield

township, De Kalb county. Three years later he

bought a farm in Sycamore, where he remained

tmtil his death. In the family were nine children

of whom Benjamin was the second in order of

birth. Five of the number are now deceased.

Benjamin Harvey Westlake is indebted to the

public-school system in Sycamore for the educa-

tional privileges he enjoyed. He was only two

years old when brought by his parents to De Kalb

county and after leaving school began farming on

his fathers land, continuing actively in general ag-

ricultural pursuits until 1886, when he entered the

implement business in which he continued for a

year. Stibscquently he devoted two years to the

conduct of a grocery and restaurant business, after

which he established a feed barn on a large scale

and four years later added a livery barn and is

now conducting both branches of the business.

He has built up an excellent trade and has made

this a proiital)le venture.

On the 14th of November, 1875, at Clinton

Junction, Wisconsin, Mr. Westlake was united in

marriage to Miss Ehoda Wood, who was born in

Cortland township, De Kalb county, Illinois, No-

vember 1, 1854. Her father, David Wood, was

born in Ohio and came to Illinois at an early date.

He wedded Ruth Carey, a native of Ohio, and they

became the parents of seven children, of whom
Mrs. Westlake was the sixth in order of birth.

Mr. and Mrs. Wood were early settlers of Illinois

and were numbered among the prominent pioneer

people of De Kalb county. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Westlake were born eight children: Hiram D.
;

Gilbert A.; ilabel C.
; Myrtle, deceased; Charlotte

Anna E. ; Lena May : Ethel Maud ; and Emma, de-

ceased.

Mr. Westlake exercises his right of franchise in

su])port of the republican ])arty. He is a member
of the LTnited Brethren church and his family are

all believers in the Christian faith. He belongs to

the Modern Woodman camp. No. 46, and is an

esteemed and progressive citizen who gives his aid

and co-operation to many movements for the pub-
lic good. He has through honesty and industry

gained a substantial property and paying business

and is widely recognized as a reliable business man
whose success is well deserved because it has been

honorably won. He and his family are now

pleasaiitiv located at Nn. 307 Gurler street, De
Kail).

JAMES DlVINE.

James Divine is a memljer of the leal-estate firm

of Divine Brothers of Sycamore well known

throughout De Kalb county by reason of the im-

portant property transfers which they have nego-
tiated. The members of the firm are James and

John Divine, sons of Eleazer Divine, now deceased,

who was born in the town of Grahamville, Sullivan

county. New York. March 1, 1820. The paternal

grandfather. David Divine, was also born in Sul-
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livan count}'. January G. ISdil. His father. Eleazer

Divine, married Lydia Betelbi-unt, and for many
years was an inn Iceeper in Sullivan county, New-

York. His death occurred when he was about sev-

enty-five years of age. It was his son David who
became the grandfather of our subject. lie mar-
ried Harriet Lowe, who died at the very advanced

age of ninety-seven years. She was a daughter of

Cornelius and Hannah (Hornbeak) Lowe, both

of whom lived to a ripe old age, the family being
noted for longevity. David Divine was engaged
in farming and lumbering to a great extent in his

native county and died about 186(5.

Eleazer Divine, the father of our subject, was

reared in his native county and attended the dis-

trict schools until about twenty years of age, work-

ing through the summer months at farm labor.

He then bought a leasehold of one hundred acres

and afterward secured the fee simple to the land.

Thereon he engaged in farming for twelve years,

and in .hine, 18.52, he came to the middle west,

purchasing three hundred acres of land at Charter

Grove, De Kalb county, Illinois. He then re-

turned to his eastern home, disposed of his prop-

erty there and in the fall of the same year re-

moved with his family to De Kalb county. For

the first few years after his arrival in this county

he raised corn and stock and was quite successful

in his farming operations. As time passed he pur-

chased more land until he had si.v hundred acres,

the greater part of which was under cultivation

and returned to him good crops annually. During
the later years of his life he traded in cattle and

live-stock, buying and shipping to Chicago and

other markets. His political allegiance was given

to the democracy. When he first settled in De

Kalb county there was some open country but the

greater part was partially improved, and with the

further work of development and progress he

became actively identified. He married Sallie Ann

Sheely, who was born in Grahamville, Sullivan

coimty. New York, September 26, 1822, a daughter
of Elisha Sheely, also a native of Sullivan county,

who died in the early "60s, when eighty-four years

of age. By occupation he was a farmer and clear-

ed much land for agricultural purposes. He was

the son of Conrad and Elizabeth (Hornbeak')

Sheely, the latter dying in the early '20s, when a

very old lady. Conrad Sheely settled in the wil-

derness, pealed tan bark for the market and c:it

and sold lumber but did very little toward culti-

vating the land. JIo died when about eighty years
of age. Elisha Sheely married Dorothy Grant,

of Scotch descent, who died at the age of eighty-
two years, about tw^o weeks after the death of her

husband.

I'nto Mv. aiul Mrs. Eleazer Divine were born

eight children, seven of wdiom are yet living, Sam-

uel, the fifth in order of birth, having died in in-

fancy. The others are: Nancy, now the wife of

Ira Evans, of Sycamore township ; Mary, the

widow of Richard Triscott; David, who lives in

Sycamore township ; Frank, who resides in Charter

Grove, Illinois; Eunice, who married Charles

Davie, a farmer of Sycamore township ;
and James

and John, who are twins.

The last named constitute tln' iinu of Divine

Brothers, real-estate dealers of De Kalb county,

carrying on business with headquarters in tlie Ell-

wood & Johnson building, at Sycamore. They
handle a large amount of fdrm property, and to-

gether are owners of one thousand acres of land

in this county. Beside buying and selling prop-

erty on their own account they also buy and sell

on commission and handle land in other parts of

Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, North and South Da-

kota and Wisconsin. They likewise have another

department of Inisiness, for they ai'e engaged in

buying, feeding and selling live-stock, in which

they have been very successful. They are well

known business men. energetic and enterprising
and they secure the highest degree of perfection

possible in all their business dealings, thus meeting
u-itb gi-atifvinjr success.

DAVID PLAPP.

David Plapp owns and occupies a residence that

stands in the midst of an entire block of ground
in Malta. He w-as born in Pierce township, De

Kalb county, Illinois, January 29, 1853, and is one

whose life record proves the attractiveness of this

county as a place of residence, for although he

left the county at one time and was for fifteen years

a citizen of Nebraska he returned to De Kalb

county to take up his abode here and make it his

permanent home, having seen no district which is

preferable to him.
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His pari'iits were Jacoli F. and Elizabeth B.

I'liipii. lioth natives of Germany. Tlie father

came to this country where about eighteen years

of age and the mother accompanied her parents to

tlie new world in 1830 when slie was a maiden of

eleven summers. Following their marriage Mr. and

Mrs. Plapf) settled in Ohio and later came to De

Kalb county, locating in Pierce township, where

for many years the father carried on general agri-

cultural pursuits. He died in 1885 and his widow

is now living with her son in Malta township at

the advanced age of eighty-seven years. Unto this

marriage were born eleven children, nine of whom

yet survive.

David Plapp was reared in his native township
and at the usual age began attending the public

schools, wherein he mastered the usual branches

of English learning. When be reached his ma-

jority ho started out in life on his own accouut,

learning the blacksmith's trade, which he followed

for several years. He continued a resident of De

Kalb county until 1878, when he removed to Ne-

braska and took up a homestead claim, upon which

he lived for fifteen years, greatly improving the

property during that time. He then came to De
Kalb county and located at Malta.

On the 7th of May, 1876, occurred the marriage
of David Plapp and Miss Mary E. Schweitzer, who
was born in Illinois. Her father was a native of

Switzerland and her mother of Illinois. Mrs.

Plapp became the mother of thirteen children :

Ezra, Jessie J., Jacob, Samuel, Joseph, Aaron,

Sylvester, Amelia, Mary, George, Katie, Andrew
and Calvin, all of whom are still living. The
mother, however, died November 30, 1903, and her

death was deeply deplored by many friends, for

she had gained a wide and favorable acquaintance

during her residence in this county.

Mr. I'hipp gives his ]iolitical allegiance to those

candidates wdio stand as the champions of repub-
lican principles. That he is a stalwart advocate

of the party is indicated by the fact that while

in Nebraska, in 1878, he walked fifty-five miles in

order to vote the republican ticket. While living

in that state he also had the honor of sitting on a

jury with William Jennings Bryan. He belongs
to Modern Woodmen camp, No. 217, at Malta, also

to the Evangelical ch\ircli and one of his sons is a

minisfei- II f that denomination. Mr. Plapp is a

man of liigh principles, his life actuated bv worthv

purposes and chaiacterized by honorable conduct

in every relation. Thus he has won the respect

of his tellowmen and is numbered among the

wortliv sons of De Kalb countv.

J. J. KINGSLEY.

J. J. Kingsley is the owner of an excellent farm

of two hundred and twenty-six acres of rich and

arable land on sections 17 and 20, De Kalb town-

ship. He was born in Afton township, this county,

on the 1st of November, 1869, and is a son of

Henry and Mary (McDole) Kingsley. 'J'he father

was a native of Pennsylvania, but the mother was

born in Kane county, Illinois. They settled on a

farm in Afton township, in October, 1863, and

upon this farm J. J. Kingsley was reared and

early became familiar with the duties and labors

that fall to the lot of the agriculturist. He worxed

in the fields when not busy with the duties of the

schoolroom and acquired his education in the pub-
lic schools.

Having arrived at v'cars of maturity Mr. Iviugs-

ley was married, on the 12th of March, 1896, to

Miss May Broughton, also a native of Afton town-

ship. Her father, C. AV. Broughton, was born in

Vermont and on coming to the middle west in

1844 settled in Kane county, Illinois, where he

lived until 1855 and then came to De Kalb county.

He was one of the leading citizens of his com-

munity and was classed with the respected and

worthy pioneers who were actively connected with

the substantial development of the county. He
died in 1893. Mrs. Kingsley was a child of his

second wife.

Throughout his entire Imsiness life Mr. Kings-

ley has followed the occupation of farming and

that he has prospered in his undertakings is indi-

cated by the fact that he is now the owner of two

hundred and twenty-si.x acres of land in De Kalb

township. The farm is equipped with all modern

conveniences and accessories, including the latest

improved machinery for carrying on the work of

the fields. He has good stock upon his place and

neatness and thrift characterize every department
of the farm, which in its attractive appearance
indicates the practical ideas and progressive super-

vision of the owner. In addition to his farm Mr.
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Kingsley owns a half interest in the Elva Lumber

Companj' of Elva.

Mr. and Mrs. Kingsley attend the Congrega-
tional elmrcli and contriljute to its support. He
is an earnest republican in polities, having voted

with that party since age conferred upon him the

right of franchise. He has held the office of town-

chip commissioner and is a member of the town-

ship high school board, but has not been a poli-

tician in the sense of office seeking. His name on

the membership list of the Elks lodge. No. 7()5,

of De Kalb, and of the Modern Woodmen camp
of Afton.

A. C. BAIE.

A large percentage of the residents of Clinton

township have had their nativity in Germany or

are descendants from CTcrman ancestry. Such is

the case with A. C. Baie who is now carrying on

general farming in Clinton townshi]). He was

born in this township, April 10, 18G5, but his par-
ents were natives of Germany, whence they C9Jhe to

the United States in 1848, first locating at Sand-

wich, Illinois. The father began work as a farm

hand by the month and after he had gained a little

ready money in this way, he rented land which he

continued to cultivate for several years. When his

business ability and enterprise had brought him

still more capital, he purchased a farm in Clinton

township on section 13, where his son, A. C. Baie,

now resides. The father at the present time is liv-

ing retired at Hinckley and both he and liis wife

have passed the age of seventy-five years. They
are highly esteemed people who, during the long

years of their residence in De Kalb county, have

proven their worth and thrift and enjoy the re-

spect of all with whom they come in contact.

A. C. Baie was sixth in order of birth in a family
of thirteen children and in his youth his time and

labor were largely given to farm work, while in

the district schools he pursued his education. He
has never sought other occupation than that to

which he was reared and, as the years have passed,
he liiis ])rospered. He is now owner of the old fam-

ily liomstead farm which comprises one huiulred

and sixty acres of land on section 13, Clinton town-

Khip. Here he has made many iimderu improve-

ments and everything about the place is indicative

of his careful supervision and skill.

In 188? Mr. Baie was married to Miss ilinnie

Nehlhorn, wdio was born in Germany, June 17,

1869. Her parents were also natives of that coun-

try and there her father died. The mother after-

ward came to the United States in 1883, settling

at Hinckley, Illinois. Her death occurred in

1904. She was the mother of ten children. The

marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Baie has been blessed

with an interesting family of three daughters and

two sons: Elma May, born May 11, 1888; Everett

Ray, born January 15, 1890; Ethel M., born Feb-

ruary 18, 1896; Marvin C, born May 6, 1903 ; and

Esther Eoselle, born ^February 7, 1906.

Mr. Baie gives his political support to the de-

mocracy and is recognized as one of the strong and

able defenders of its principles in this locality.

He was road commissioner for eleven years and was
school director for six years. He and his wife are

members of the Evangelical church at Hinckley,
are worthy people and, as the years have gone by,
have accumulated enough to buy the farm upon
which they have lived since their marriage. That
De Kalb county is a favorite place of residence

is indicated by the fact that so many of her native

sons have continued to live within her Ijorders. on-

joying the advantages here afforded and improving
the business opportunities.

M. R. ZELT.AR.

M. E. Zellar is one of the native sons of De Kalb

township, having been born on the 22d of Septem-

ber, 1880, upon the farm which is now his place ot

residence. He is a son of E. E. Zellar, who lives

in the village of Malta and who is mentionctt .jn

another page of this work.

M. E. Zellar was reared in Iiis father's home and

pursued his education in the common schools, in

the high school of Malta and in the State Normal

School at De Kalb, there completing his course.

When he sought a companion and helpmate foi-

life's journey he chose i\Iiss Adelia Butler, who was

born in Malta township (Ui the 4th of September,

1880. Her father Sewcll Butler, was a native of

Du Page, Illinois, whence he removed to De Kail?

county, where lie spent his remaining days, hif
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death occurring in 1898. He is still survived by

his wife, who is a resident of ilalta. In their

home Mrs. Zellar remained in lier girlhood and

was well trained in the duties of the household, so

that she was qualitied to take charge of a home of

her own at the time of her marriage on the Gth of

November, 1902. This union lias been blessed

with one son, Edwin Sewell, whose birth occurred

October 13, 1903.

Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Zellar

located on his father's farm in De Kalb township,

where they still live, and in its cultivation he dis-

plays a knowledge of the best methods of farming,

practicing the rotation of crops, using the latest

improved machinery to facilitate the work of the

fields and keeping everything about the farm in a

state of good repair. He possesses the diligence and

determination which are so necessary to success

and which are winning for him a goodly measure

of prosperity. The young couple attend the Meth-

odist Episcopal church of Malta and Mr. Zellar's

support can be counted upon by the republican

party, for he has always voted its ticket and la-

bored for its success. He is classed with the en-

terprising young farmers of De Kalb township and

as such deserves mention in this volume.

BEirr A. BAKK.

Bert A. Bark, who is living on section 3, Sand-

wich township, and who is familiarly known as

"Jack" by his numerous friends, is one of the

prosperous farmers and stock-breeders of the

county. He owns and operates the old Bark home-

stead—the Oakdale farm of two hundred and

ninety acres of rich and productive land. It was

upon this farm that his birth occurred March

9, 1869.

His father, George Bark, was a native of Troy.
New York, born on the 24th of May, 1826. He
came westward to Illinois about 1847, settling
near Sandwich but across the line in La Salle

county, where he purchased a tract of land and

developed the farm. Subsequently, however, he

took up his abode upon the farm where his son

Bert now resides. There he bought one hundred
and twenty acres of land and to this he added

from time to time until he had an extensive and

valuable tract of land. His buildings were situated

along the old Indian trail and Mr. Bark laid oul

the first road of the locality. He was actively

associated with the early development and progress

(d' the community and continued in the farm work

until 1887, when he removed to Sandwich, where

he has since lived retired. He was married in De

Kalb county to Miss Clarissa Wright, who died

about 1863 and subsequently, in 1866, he wedded

Mariun Peterson^ a widow who was born in Maine

and was the daughter of Barney Carlton. Hei

death occurred in October, 1906.

Bert A. Bark was one of the four children born

of his father's second marriage. He was reared

to manliood upon the homestead farm and acquired
his early education in the common schools here and

L.ter attended the Sandwich high school. He con-

tinued to aid his father in the development and

managinent of the fields until the father retired

fiom business life, since which time our subject
has cultivated the old homestead property. He
received thorough training in farm labor in his

youth and continued to reside upon the old home-

stead which he purchased in 1903. In connection

witli tilling the soil he has made a business of rais-

ing sheep, horses, cattle and hogs, but gives his

attention especially to hogs and sheep. The farm

is well improved in many particulars and there-

fore constitutes one of the attractive features of

the landscape. He iises for a corn crib the old

school house, which is one of the landmarks of the

county. It was one of the early "temples of learn-

ing"" in this part of the state and pupils came

from a distance of seven miles to attend school

here. Mr. Bark is well known as a stock-dealer

and now feeds and ships hogs, sheep and cattle.

In fact, his business- as a stock-dealer exceeds that

of almost every feeder in the township and he is

meeting with well merited success in his under-

takings.

On the 28th of November, 1894, in Somonauk.

Mr. Bark was united in marriage to Miss Grace

Wesson, daughter of S. D. Wesson, of Victor

township. They became the parents of three chil-

dren: Marion Rcinette, Herdman W. and Ha

Esther.

Politically Mr. Bark has been a life-long repub-

lican, but has never sought nor desired office, pre-

ferring to give his undivided time and attention

t ' his business interests, in which he has met with
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signal success. He is a representative of one of

the old families of the county and the name of

Bark has figured in connection with agricultural

interests here for more than six decades, while for

almost four decades the subject of this review had

been a resident of the county, witnessing its growth
and progress. He has seen many changes as the

years have gone by, especially in the methods of

farming and his labors have been in keeping with

advanced ideas of agriculture. He is at once prac-

tical, diligent and determined in his business af-

fairs and his close application and energy consti-

tute the salient features in his success.

J. D. FOSTER.

J. D. Foster is owner of a good tiact of land in

Shabbona township. He was born in this town-

ship. August 14, 1846. His father, Moses Foster,

a native of Germany, was brought to the United

States by his parents when only two weeks old.

He was reared upon a farm in Ohio. When a

young man he came to Illinois and worked on a

farm at Holderman's Grove, De Kalb count\.

Later he married and removed to Morris, Illinois,

where his death occurred at the comparatively

early age of forty-five years. He lived in this

state at the time of the early Indian troubles and is

said to have taken part in the warfare against the

red race. At all events he aided in reclaiming
this part of the state from the dominion of tlie

savage and well deserves mention among the pio-

neers of Illinois. He married Harriet Horton,

w'ho was born in New York in 1820, a daughter of

Miles Horton, an early settler of De Ivalb. Sht

was brought to Illinois when a little maiden of ten

summers and her last days were spent in the state

of Washington where she passed away in Jiily,

1906. ITnto Mr. and Mrs. Moses Foster were'born

seven children of whom three are now living : J. D.,

of this review ; Mrs. Lafayette Gates, of Shal^bona

Grove; and Isaac W., of Seattle, Washington.

Upon the death of the father, the mother and

children came to Shabbona township, De Kalb

county, and lived for years on the Miles Horton

homestead. Mr. Foster of this review went to

live with an uncle, Alonzo Olmstead, with wiiom he

was to remain until twenty-one vears of age but

after three years Mrs. Olmstead died and Mr.

Foster then began working as a farm hand for

different people, being thus employed until eight-
een years of age. His uncle, Dexter Horton, then

purchased five acres of land which he gave to Mr.

Foster that he might make a home for his mother

and sisters. They remained with him until the

sisters married, after which the mother went to live

with her brother. Dexter Horton, in Seattle, Wasn-

ington. As the years have passed Mr. Foster has

prospered in his undertakings and is now owner of

one hundred and fifty-six acres of good farm land

which he bought in small tracts of from one to five

acres. Most of it was stump land, which he clear-

ed. It was an arduous task to grub up the stumps
and transform tlie land into productive fields but

this he has accomplished and throughout his life

has followed farming. He is now the oldest native

resident of Shabbona township. He has borne all

the experiences and hai-dships of pioneer life and

for fifteen years followed the streams and

woods, trapping and hunting with good success.

He has also broken many a yoke of oxen and with

ox-teams has hauled grain to Earlville and De
Kalb.

When twenty-five years of age Mr. Foster was

married to ]Miss Hannah M. Parish, a native of

Michigan. Her parents, Ur. and Mrs. Cyrus Parish

are now aged people living near the Foster farm.

Unto our subject and his wife have been born five

children but only two are now living: Rosa M.,
wife of John Chantrill, a resident farmer of Shab-

bona township ; and Harriet M., at home. The
mother and daughters are members of the ileth-

odist church. Mr. Foster gives his political sup-

jjort to the republican party but has never cared

for office, preferring to concentrate his time and

energies upon the cultivation of his farm.

LUTHER AUGUSTUS HATCH.

Professor Luther A. Hatch, wjio since 1899 hat

been principal of the training school of the North-

ern Illinois State Normal, with the exception of

the year 1905-6, which he spent ui college, has

devoted his entire life to educational work and has

gained a position of prominence as an able in-

structor who has kept in touch with modern meth-
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ods aud has also succrssfully wcirkeil out new and

original ideas in connot-tion with his teaciiings.

His life record began in Lisle, Illinois, Jnne 19,

1868. He is the eldest of the seven children of

Frederick and Hannah (Bnrtis) Hatch. The

father was horn in Lisle, February 5, 1839, and

when a young man engaged in teaching for nine

years and afterward devoted part of his life to

fanning. His wife was a native of Iowa.

Professor Hatch began his education in the

public schools of Ids native village and afterward

attended the high school at Downer's Grove, IKi-

nois. He was graduated from the Illinois State

Normal Lniversity at Xoimal, in the class of 1892.

and later spent one year in Columbia University,

in Xew York city. After leaving the Hlinois

State Xormal in 1893, he became principal of No.

2 s:-hool, in Moline, Illinois, having under his di-

rection twelve teachers. When two yours had passed

he became principal of South School. Oak I'ark.

Illinois, where again twelve teachers were under

his charge, his service there continuing for six

years. In the fall of 1900 he came to De Kalli.

where he accepted the principalship of the training

school in the Xorthein Illinois State Xormal

School, where he has since continued with the

exception of the year 190.5-G spent as a student iu

Columbia University. He has made substantial

advancement in his profession and is regarded as

an able educator, the value of his methods being

demonstrated in jn'actical work which lias given
uniform satisfaction. He earlv displayed the ele-

mental strength of his character by planning for

his own education and accomplishing it in spite of

the difficulties and obstacles in his path. His la-

l)ors as a teacher provided him with the means of

continuing his own education and liy other labor

he added at time to the capital which enabled him
to pursue a college course. He is especially in-

terested in manual training and nature study and

in training teachers for public school work he is

emphasizing this. The value of both of these has

been .so conclusively proven that they are being
more and more largely adopted in the schools

throughout the country and Professor Hatch has

taken an advanced stand in this direction.

At Normal, Illinois, on the 8th of June, 1893,

Professor Hatch was marrieil to Miss Alma Boyer,
who was born in Champaign county. Illinois, Janu-

arv 9, 1869, a daughter of John and Lydia A.

(Henry) Boyer, in whose family were two chil-

dien, !Mrs. Hatch being the younger. They have

a pleasant home at No. 337 Augusta avenue, De

Kalb, where their many friends are ahvays welcome

and are entertained with most cordial hospitality.

Professor Hatch is also the owner of an excellent

farm of one hundred acies in Du Page county,

Illinois, whereon he spenils his vacation, finding

there both pleasure and profit. He always keeps

in touch with the most advanced ideas on agricul-

ture and is a practical farmer, whose fields arc un-

der a high state of cultivation and whose improve-

ments are modern and substantial.

In his political views Professor Hatch is a stal-

wart republican but never an office seeker, and he

and his wife are members of the First Congrega-
tional clmrch of De Kalli. Interested in the

growth and development of the city he gives his

aid, encouragement and support to many move-

ments which tend to advance the city along intel-

lectual and moral lines, of aesthetic culture and of

material improvement.

S. M. IIKXDERSON.

On the roster of officials in De Kalb county ap-

jiears the name of S. M. Henderson in connection

with the office of county clerk. He was l)orn in

Clinton township, A])iil 14, 1857, and his entire

life has been passed in this .section of the state.

His jiarents were Alexander and Julia Henderson.

The father came to Illinois in 18-54, from PerrA'

county, Pennsylvania, and .settled in Clinton town-

ship, where he successfully carried on farming un-

til 1886, when he retired from business life. He
is now a resident of Waterman, Illinois, but his

wife died many years ago, when her son; S. M.

Henderson, was but five years of age. There were

three children in the family, of whom two are liv-

ing, S. M. and Mrs. Eiley Hampton, of Paw Paw,

Illinois. The Henderson family is a very old one

in Pennsylvania.

In the common schools the subject of this re-

view pursued his early education, which was sup-

plemented by study in Paw Paw Seminary. Ho

afterward engaged in teaching school for three

years and later he followed farming until 1901,

when he turned his attention to the insurance
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business, handling both life ami lire insurance.

In this connection he has since continued.

Mr. Henderson married Harriet D. Hampton,
of Paw Paw township, a daughter of Eobert and

Lyifia (Zemmer) Hampton, of Paw Paw, Illinois,

who wore early settlers there. Her father was born

in Ontario, Canada, March 27, 1821, and came to

De Kail) county, Illinois, in 1846. I'lie family are

of English descent. The father was county treas-

urer of De Kalb county at one time and was also

representative from that district in the state legis-

lature. He is a repul>lican, and for eleven years

lias been supervisor of Paw Paw township.
Mr. Henderson gives his political allegiance to

the repul)lican party and has been a member of the

county central committee for about ten years. He
served as assessor of his township for eight years

and also as notary puljlic. He was elected clerk

of the De Kalb county court in November, 1906,

and is now serving in that capacity. He is a

business man nf reliability and a inililic official who

well merits the trust and confidence rejxist-d in

him.

CARL BAIE.

Carl Bale, a practical and progressive fiiniier of

Clinton townshi]), who is also engaged in the

raising of full blooded Hereford cattle, was born

in this township. May 25, 1874. He is a son of

Christian Baie, who was a native of Geimany and

came to tlie I'nited States in 1848. ]Meuti(m is

made of him on another page of this work.

The boyhood days of our subject were rpiictly

passed on the old family homestead. He obtained

his education in the common schools and was

reared to the work of the farm, early becoming
familiar with the duties of field and meadow, so

that he was well qualified to carry on farming
on his own account when he married and started

out in life for himself. That he has prospered as

the years have gone by is shown by the fact that

he is now the owner of one hundred and sixty-

eight acres of land and he operates two hundred

and eight acres on sections 13 and 24. He raises

full blooded Hereford cattle and has been quite

an e.xtensive feeder. In fact his stock-raising in-

terests are one of the most important branches of

his business and contribute largely to his annual

income.

Mr. Baie was married in 1896 to Miss Hattie

George, whose birth occurred in Northville town-

ship. La Salle county, Illinois, November 1.5,

18^5. Her parents were natives of Germanv and

came to the United States in 1858. The father

was a farmer by occupation and both ho and his

wife are still living. He has retired, however,
from business cares and now makes his home in

Somonauk, Illinois. Unto Mr. and Mrs. George
were born seven children : Mary, Ida, Amelia,
Lewis, Hattie, Willie and Irvin, hut the last named
died in infancy. The nuirriage of ]\Ir. and Mrs.

Baie, which was celebrated December 15, 1896, has

been blessed with five children : lona V., born

Novemljcr 11, 1897; Phoebe M., born September 5,

1899; Mary M., born November 14, 1901; Leila

R., born January 13, 1904; and Ora H., born

April 7, 1906.

'Sir. Baie has ever been a stalwart champion of

education and has done effective service in behalf

of the system of public instruction while serving
for several years as a school director. He is a

member of the Masonic lodge, No. 728, at Water-

man, also the Modern Woodmen camp. No. 1572.

at that place, while he and his wife are faithful

and devoted nu'uibers of the Evangelical church at

Hinckley. They have always remained residents

of De Kalb county and have many friends within

its borders, for though their lives have been quietly

passed they have displayed many of those sterling

traits of character which win kindly regard and

good will and awaken sincere respect.

KLl BOEKENHAUER.

Eli Boekenhauer, who now operates his father's

farm of two hundred and twenty-five acres in

Clinton township, not far from W^aterman, was

born in this township on the 5th of November,

1884. His parents were natives of Germany and

came to the United States when young people, set-

tling in Clinton township, De Kalb county, upon
a farm which remained their home for many j-ears

or imtil Mr. Boekenhauer put aside active business

cares and took up his abode in W^aterman where he

and his wife now reside. He prospered in his un-
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dertakings, and his careful management of his

business affairs, his straightforward dealings and

his enterprise brought him a good measure of suc-

cess, so that he now owns valuable farming prop-

erty and has a competence sufficient to supply him

with all the comforts of life. Unto him and his

wife were born five children : Fred, Clara, Edward,

Eli and Lillie, and the family circle yet remains

unbroken by the hand of death.

Eli Boekenhauer was reared in the usual manner

of farm lads, his time divided between the duties

of the schoolroom, the pleasures of the playgrouuti,

and the work of the home farm. The occupation

to which he was reared he has chosen as his life

work and is now conducting farming interests, op-

erating the old homestead farm in Clinton town-

ship which, under his supervision, is kept in a state

of high cnltivation.

On the 23d of February, 1907, Mr. Boekenhauer

was married to Miss Mollie Hartman, who was

born April 15, 1888. Her parents were natives of

Germany and came to the United States in early

life, settling in Squaw Grove township upon a

farm. Their family numbered five children:

Ernest, Minnie, Mollie, Elma and Violet. Mr.

Hartman owned two hundred and forty acres of

land in Squaw Grove township, where for many

years he successfully carried on general agricultural

pursuit.s. He is now living retired in Hinckley,

and the rest which he is enjoying is well earned.

Mr. Boekenhauer of this review exercises his

right of franchise in support of the republican par-

ty Init the honors and emoluments of ofSce have

never had attraction for him. He and his wife

are members of the Lutheran church of Squaw
Grove township and are much esteemed people who

enjoy the warm friendship of many friends

throughout the communitv in which they live.

ELIJAH CURTIS.

Among the residents of De Kalb who are now

living retired but who in former j'ears were closely

identified with agricultural interests, is numbered

Elijah Curtis, and his record as a man and citizen,

and as a soldier, well entitle him to representation

in this volume among the respected and worthy
citizens of the county. A native of Massachusetts,

he was born in Douglas, ^^'orcester county, Novem-

ber 23, 1836, his parents being- Bryant and Pa-

tience (Powers) Curtis. The father was a native

of Worcester county, born December 8, 1803, and

followed agricultural pursuits in the east and also

after coming to Illinois. Removing to the middle

west, he located in Afton township, De Kalb

county, where he spent his remaining days, passing

away December 8, 1880, respected by all who knew

him. His wife was a native of Croydon, Sullivan

county, Xew Hampshire, born June 11, 1803, and

died March 12, ISTIJ.

Bryant Curtis was a son of Ebenezer Curtis, who

won for himself an enviable reputation for his

daring and courage in the Revolutionary war. He

participated in the battles in which BurgojTie's

army was defeated and captured. His descendant,

Elijah Curtis, owns the musket which his grand-

father carried in the struggle for independence and

also has in his possession a cutlass captured by his

great-granduncle at Cape Town, South Africa.

The mother of Mr. Curtis had four uncles who

fought for the liberty of the nation at the battle

of Bunker Hill. The Curtis family, as far back as

the fourth generation, lived on land in Worcester

county, Massachusetts, deeded to them by the king

of England. Mrs. Curtis was also a cousin of

Abigal Fillmore, wife of President Fillmore.

Upon the home farm in his native county, Elijah

Curtis was reared and when not busy with his

text-books his time and attention were given to the

work of the fields. He was nineteen years of age

when he became a resident of De Kalb county and

here he has since resided. He first provided for

his own support by working as a farm hand, Ijeing

thus employed until 18.59, when, wishing that his

lal)ors might more directly benefit himself, he be-

gan operating land on shares. For two years he

was thus engaged, at the end of which time he

responded to his country's call for troops. The

south made its attack upon Fort Sumter and the

call to arms was heeded by men who flocked to the

standard of the nation from work shops, offices,

counting rooms and fields. Mr. Curtis proved a

most loyal soldier and in every position in which

he was placed he was true to the duty which de-

volved upon him as a defender of the stars and

stripes.

In 1861 he was enrolled as a member of Com-

pany C, Fifty-eighth Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
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G. W. Kittell, captain, and W. F. Lyncli, colonel.

The regiment was assigned to the Second Division

of the Sixteenth Army Corps, and participated in

the battles of Fort Douelson, Shiloh, Corinth, Red

River, Kansas City, Nashville and Bayou La

Mourie. At Shiloh, April G, 1862, Mr. Curtis was

wounded and was laid up for four months, during

which time he visited his home in Afton township,

De Kalb county, Illinois. After the expiration of

his furlough, he returned to his command, then

stationed at Camp Danville, Mississippi. At the

battle of Corinth he was again wounded in the

ankle, October 4, 1863. This caused an absence of

seven months, during which time he again received

a furlough to visit his home. At this time his

regiment was recruiting at Springfield, and he

joined it at that place. In the winter of 1863-4,

his regiment joined Shernum's army at V'icksburg,

and participated in a raid through Mississippi. At

a battle fought during the Red River expedition,

Mr. Curtis received another wound. May 16, 1864,

this time in the thigh. After a four months' fur-

lough and rest, he returned to his command, then

stationed at Jefferson Barracks.

After its first brush with Price at Kansas City,

the Fifty-eighth returned to St. Louis and shipped

for Nashville, to join General Thomas, and ar-

rived just in time to engage in a battle at that

place. The regiment was then sent to Eastport,

at which place Mr. Curtis left it, liis time having

expired. He was honorably discharged at Chicago,

February 7, 186.5, as sergeant of his company, be-

ing promoted to that rank at Corinth, Mississippi,

as a reward for his bravery in that contest. He
still carries the ball received at that battle. At the

battle of Shiloh, his regiment was surrounded and

after a well contested struggle it was obliged to

surrender, but after being imprisoned seven months

it was paroled. A brother of Mr. Curtis was a

member of Company G, Fifty-seventli Massachu-

setts Volunteer Infantry and died in a rebel prison

at Danville, Virginia.

When the war was over and the country no

longer needed his aid, Mr. Curtis began farming
in Clinton township, cultivating forty acres which

he owned. Subsequently he sold that farm and

bought eighty acres and afterward added a tract

of eighty acres in Milan townsliip, which he later

exchanged for a valuable farm of two hundred

acres in Afton township. Since his retirement

from active business life lie has sold that property

but owns a good residence in De Kalb and three

other houses in the city.

On the 2d of July, 1865, Mr. Curtis married

Miss Candace E. Bovee, a daughter of Richard and

Orpha (Parks) Bovee. She was born in Erie

county, New York, September 14, 183G, and was

one of the pioneer school teachers of De Kalb

county. She was betrothed to Mr. Curtis before

the war but gave him up at the call of his country

and cheerfully waited his return. She died on

the 22d of June, 1875, leaving one son, David G.

For his second wife Mr. Curtis chose Miss

Juliette E. Hurd, a native of Marion county, In-

diana, born August 14, 1844, a daughter of Alan-

son and Jerusha A. (Springer) Hurd, both natives

of the state of New York. The marriage of Mr.

and Mrs. Curtis was celebrated April 3, 1879, and

two daughters blessed this union: Hortense, who

was born September 9, 1880, and died October 10,

1884; and Sarah Eloise, who was born January

10, 1883. The wife and mother died December

1, 1886, at the age of forty-two years.

On the 3d of December, 1891, Mr. Curtis mar-

ried Mrs. Wealthy M. White, the widow of James

White, a sergeant of the Twelfth New York Vol-

unteer Infantry, and a daughter of Robert Morse

and Caroline Smith, both of whom were natives of

New York. She was a student in a boarding

school in New York state, aftenvard pursued a

two years' medical course at Blackwell's Island,

New York, and was graduated at a trained nurse.

She also pursued a business course in Binghamton,
that state, and is an accomplished lady. By her

first marriage she has one daughter, Nina, and

unto Mr. and Mrs. Curtis has lieen born one son,

I.eland Powers, whose liirth occurred June 15,

1898.

In his political allegiance Mr. Curtis is a stanch

republican and has been called to a number of

local offices, seiwing as town clerk, as road commis-

sioner and as school director. He now receives a

pension which was granted him by special act of

congress. He was formerly a member of the

Merritt Simonds post, G. A. R., of De Kalb, of

which he served as commander in 1896, and was

transferred to Potter post, No. 12, G. A. R., of

Sycamore, to which he now belongs. Mr. Curtis

is a man of many excellent traits of character,

possesses a kindly and genial disposition and whei»-
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ever he goes he wins friends. He continued ac-

tively in business for many years and then, with

the competence acquired through his former labor,

he retired to private life. He is today as true and

loyal a citizen as when he followed the old iiag on

southern battle-fields. He possesses considerable

poetical talent, in proof of which we append a song
which was written by him and dedicated to his

comrades of the Third Brigade, and which was

sung to the tune of "Wearing of the Green.'"

General Grant to Sherman said :

"Abe depends on you and me.
And with a hundred transports
We'll ascend the Tennessee."

At Shiloh on one April morn
Wlien the first attack was made,
The long roll beat and bugles rang

Throughout the Old Brigade.

Our gallant Wallace led us out

Amid the shot and shell

We formed in line and fought that day
And our brave Wallace fell.

And some of us were wounded.

And on a boat were laid,

^Tiile Sweeney with an empty sleeve

Stood by the Okl Brigade.

Our orders were to hold the line.

Said Sweeney, 'TVe'll do our best":

Four times they charged and were repulsed.
AVliile we held the "Hornets' nest."

"Twas there that General Johnson fell

In a fearful charge they made,
The field was covered with the slain

AYhere fought the Old Brigade.

The army of the Cumberland
Crossed the river in the night.

Helped plant the guns that mowed the woods.

And put our foes to flight.

The *Lexington and *Tvler said :

"For the record you have made
With our big guns and mortars too

We'll guard the Old Brigade."

When night came on that bloody field.

With twenty thousand slain.

In common lay both blue anl gray

All drenching in the rain:

Which bathed the wounds and cooled the brows

Of all the dying o'er hills and glade

And washed "Old Glorj-'s" stains away,

The blood of the Old Brigade.

We're marching on with feeble steps

To fight one battle more.

Then they will lay us down to rest

With comrades gone before.

To wait the final reveille

To join the grand parade
—

"On fame's eternal camping-ground"
We'll find the Old Brigade.

*Gunboatp.

willia:\i I. KrxES.

That De Kalb is an attractive place of residence

and affords good advantages to its citizens is indi-

cated by the fact that many of her native sons have

continued to abide within her borders. Such has

been the ease with William I. Kunes who still

lives in Pierce township, where his birth occurred,

on the 5th of November, 1855, his parents being

Jacob and Eva (Kuter) Kunes. 'The father was

born in Pennsylvania, December 18, 1825, and in

the early ''40s removed to Illinois, settling in Pierce

townsliip where he continued to make his home un-

til his death in July, 1900. His wife died De-

cember 24, 1891, at the age of fifty-six years, her

birth having occurred on the 31st of August, 1835.

At the usual age, William I. Kunes entered the

district schools of Pierce township. He was early

trained to farm work under his father's direction.

He has always carried on general agricultural pur-

suits and by purchase has come into posession of

an excellent property, owning a half interest in one

hundred and seventeen acres of choice land on

section 24, Pierce township, valued at one hundred

and twenty-five to one himdred and flft}'
dollars

per acre. His is one of the finest homes of the

township. The fields present a very attractive ap-

pearance owing to the care and labor he bestoivs

upon them, and in the late summer months and

through the fall, he gathers rich harvests of wheat

and grain and other crops. His place is indeed
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well
(levelo])('(l and indicates his careful super-

vision and ])raetical fanning methods.

Mr. Kunes was married on the 11th of March,

1885, to Mi.<s Sarah Eeams who was born January
22, 18.59. They have become the parents of one

daughter, Luella, who was born March 16, 188G,

Mrs. Kunes is a daughter of Ephraim and Annie

(Klick) Reams. Her father was born November

5, 1828. in Ohio, and came to Illinois at an early

day, while the mother was born in 18.34 and died in

1902. Mrs. Kunes was educated in the district

schools anil has been to her husband a faithful

companion and helpmate on the journey of life.

The family are members of the United Evangelical
church and Mr. Kunes is a republican in his po-
litical views and strongly endorses the principles of

the party because he believes its platform contains

the best elements of good ffovprnnicnt.

1)A\1J) DE GRAFF.

David De Graff, deceased, was one of the early

residents of De Kalb county and for many years

figirred prominently in connection with agri-

cultural interests here. He was a native of

Schenectady county, New York, and ere his mar-

riage emigrated westward, casting in his lot with

the early settlers of central Illinois. In 18.55 he

wedded Miss Sarah Hoyt, Mho was born near Mor-

ristown. New .Tei-sey. When she was nine years oi

age the Hoyt family was cstal)lislie(l in Poone

county, Illinois, where she lived up to the time

of her marriage. She often told her children of

the Indians who came to the home of her parent-
and of the deer that hunters shot in the locality

—
indications of wild pioneer life. Mr. De Graif

had arrived in Illinois in 1854, locating in Win-

nebago county, ^¥\n\e still residing at the home
in Schenectady county. New' York, he saw the

first steam cars in America, the railroad line being

only eighteen miles in length and passed through
his father's farm. However the railroads ad-

vanced A\"estward as lie moved toward the setting

sun and three separate railroad lines now cross his

farm in Cortland township.
When he located in De Kalli cnunlv ilr. De

Graff turned his attention to the production of

broom corn, often devoting from five hundred to

.seven liundreil acres to the cultivation of that prod-
uct. He shipjied the cured product to the Chicago
market. He employed men, women and cliiidren

in connection with the business and for years he

was the only man in the locality who employed
labor. Some of the crop was worked up at home,
while some was cured, pressed and shipjicd to the

Chicago market. He had sheds for drying and

curing and many men were given work upon his

])lace. so that the enterprise proved of the utmost

value in the community. He was very successful

in cultivating broom corn considering the short

seasons, but in 1875 he ceased to engage in that

department of agriculture and afterward gave his

attention to general farming. AMien he removed

to De Kalb county the land on which he located

was wild and undeveloped but through careful til-

lage the soil has been kept fertile and the farm has

been transformed into a very valuable and pro-

(hicli\e tract of land. The house and grounds con-

form to the style of city property, and being so

near Sycamore, the family are enabled to enjoy all

of the advantages of city life.

The De Graif family have long been prominent
in social and business development of the com-

munity and although llie parents have now jDassed

away the son and daughter, Charles H. and Kate

H. De Graff, are still identified with the interests

of the community. The death of Mrs. De Graff

occurred November 27, 1898, while Mr. De Graff

passed away on the 17th of May, 1903, their re-

mains being interred at Elmwood, the beautiful

cemetery that adjoins the farm upon which they

lived throughout their entire residence in De Kalb

county. David De Graff was one oT a family of

seven children and now his son and daughter,

(!harles H. and Kate H. De Grafl; are the only

[lersons a\'1io liear the name.

Charles H. De Graft' is engaged in farming and

stock-raising, paying special attention to the

breeding of driving horses. He supplies many
families with "city broke" horses and finds it a

]irofi(able business. His sister, with whom he

lives, looks after the home aird they are surrounded

with many of the comforts of life, the farm being
a valuable one and returning a good income.

Theirs is a beautiful suburban place standing in

the midst of fine shade trees, and the farm com-

prises two hundred acres. The familv history

forms no unimportant chapter in the annals of
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the county, for the De Graffs have for many years

been widely and favorably known in this part of

the state and it is with pleasure that we make

mention of the parents, David and Sarah (Hoyt)

De Graff, who were indeed worthy pioneer people,

respected hy all who knew them.

THOMAS M. HOPKINS.

Advancement is proverbially slow in the ardu-

ous and difficult profession of the law, yet rising

above the heads of the mass are many men of

sterling worth and value who by sheer persever-

ance and determination and the fit utilization of

the innate powers which are theirs have risen

fi-om the ranks of the commonplace to distinction

iind prominence. Such a one was Thomas Mont-

gomery Hopkins, for forty years a leading practi-

tioner at the De Kalb county bar. Gifted by

nature with strong intellectual force, he used his

t&lents to the best advantage and became conspicu-

ous by rea.son of the measure of success which he

achieved as the result of his knowledge of the

law and its correct application to the points in

litigation.

Mr. Hopkins was a native of New York, born

in Salem, Washington county, on the 23d of AprU,
1818. His parents were Hiram and Sarah (Mc-

Clary) Hopkins, who were strong and sturdy in

character. They were of Scotch-Irish extraction

and in religious belief were Scotch Presbyterians

of Covenanters, believing in the doctrine of

election, in the strict observance of the Sabbath

and in the most rigid integrity and honor. It

was in such an atmosphere that Thomas M. Hop-
kins was reared and this undoubtedly accounts

in a measure for his unfaltering allegiance to

truth. He was known as "an honest lawyer"
—a

term too frequently undeserved by the follower^

of the profession who regard success and not the

attainment of justice as the end and aim of legal

practice. Mr. Hopkins was the eldest of five

children, four sons and a daughter: Thomas,

Henry, Eufus, Eobert and Sarah. Eufus and

Robert were twins and each attained an enviable

reputation as a physician, the former practicing

in De Kalb county and the latter in Kendall

county, Illinois.

Having acquired his preliminary education,

Thomas M. Hopkins became a student in Wash-

ington Academy, at Salem, New York, and after

completing his course there he took up the study

of law in the office of Judge Pairchild, receiving

his license to practice from the supreme court of

the state of New York, January 14, 1842. In

early life he displayed most industrious and studi-

ous habits and his reading covered a wide range.

He possessed a very retentive memory so that in

later life, as an advocate and public speaker, he

strongly impressed his hearers with his intellect-

ual depth and breadth. After finishing his

law course he went to St. Louis county, Missouri;

where he engaged in teaching school for three

years.

It was during this period that Mr. Hopkins
was married, on the 22d of May, 1846, to Miss

Julia A. Hawken, the daughter of a prominent St.

Louis business man. She was born November

27, 1828, in St. Louis, was there reared and ac-

quired her education in her native city and in St.

Charles Seminary. With his young wife Mr.

Hopkins, immediately after their marriage, came

to De Kalb county, where he acquired a piece of

land from the government, to which he added from

time to time in later years until he became known
as an extensive land owner. He practiced law

successfully in this county for nearly forty years

and was recognized as- an advocate of unusual

force and brilliancy. He possessed not only a

logical, analytical mind but also superior powers
of oratory which enabled him to present his cause

with clearness, force and eloquence, and he never

failed to give a thorough preparation
—which is

the real basis of success at the bar. A large

and distinctively representative clientage was ac-

corded him and his name was associated with

the prosecution or defense of the largo majority
of the important suits heard in the courts of

the district.

Mr. Hopkins was a life-long and militant dem-

ocrat in a community which had an overwhelming

republican strength and he could always be

counted upon as a speaker for his party in politi-

cal campaigns. He was a natural orator, Ms
tlieme always arousing him and kindling within

him the fire of eloquence. For a number of terms

he filled the office of supervisor, but the numerical

weakness of his party made it impossible for him
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to gain the offices for which nature and acqiiired

ability well fitted liim. He did not care, how-

ever, to enter political life and gave his attention

to his practice, his farms and his social interests.

In religion he was non-sectarian but believed in

the divinity of Christ and the inspiration of the

scriptures. He was a man who possessed the

highest sense of honor and great dignity of char-

acter. His career, in both public and private life,

was marked by the strictest honesty and integrity,

and this was manifest in his professional service.

He could not be urged into a case for the sake of

the fees, but made it his rule to aid the court in

winning justice.

Mr. Hopkins was, moreover, a man of domestic

taste, most devoted to his family. By his mar-

nage there were five children : Montgomery, now

deceased, who was married to Mary Brundage, of

Sycamore, Illinois; Charles 0., who died unmar-

ried; Christopher M., who married Miss Viola

Eeynolds, of Lake City, Iowa, and has paised

away; Alice, the wife of Charles E. Bradt, ^i't)'e"

Kalb ; and Jacob H. Hopkins, who is practicing

law in Chicago. Mr. Hopkins was a faith
fiil_^y^';

loving husband and father, and his interest iiTTO?'

centered in his family, it tieing his great desire

that his children should be well educated and

trained along the lines of an honorable citi-

zenship.

Mrs. Hopkins still survives her husband at the

age of seventy-eight years and appears much

younger, retaining undimmed her mental facul-

ties. She lives with her daughter, Mrs. Bradt,

at No. 218 South Fourth street, and owns a beau-

tiful residence across the road at No. 315 Fourth

street. She is an e.xcellent Christian lady, long

p: eminently known in social circles of the city

and today she receives the love and veneration of

her many friends and acquaintances, among whom
she has lived for so manv vears.

FRANK E. WEIGHT.

Frank E. Wright, filling the office of city clerk

of De Kail), his native city, was born March 19,

1856. His parents were Thomas and Amanda E.

(Eichardson) Wright. The father was born on

the nth .if :\Iarch. 18.33, in St. Charles, Illinois.

His parents, two brothers and a sister were natives

of England and came to the United States about

1830, the family home being established in St.

Charles, where William Wright, the grandfather of

our subject, died about 1834 or 1835. In 1837

his wife and children removed to De Kalb county,

locating on a tract of land that now constitutes

the county farm. They were among the earliest

settlers of this part of the state and aided in its

pioneer development and improvement. Mrs.

Wright, the grandmother of our subject, afterward

married a Mr. Cartwright, by whom she had one

child.

At the age of twelve years Thomas Wright be-

gan earning his own living as a farm hand, work-

ing for four dollars per month. He was em-

ployed in this way until his twenty-first year, when
he entered one hundred and sixty acres of govern-
ment land a mile and a half south of De Kalb,

comprising one hundred and forty-seven acres

• which he still owns. For many years he was

'•actively and closely associated with agricultural

interests, bringing his fields under a high state of

'"cuitivation and annually harvesting good crops.

'•^"^ISDi he retired from active business and re-

moved to De Kalb, where he is now living in the

enjoyment of a well earned rest. In politics he is

a stalwart republican and for six or eight years he;

served as road commissioner. In the county where

he has so long resided he has a wide and favorable

acquaintance and the Masonic fraternity finds in

him a worthy exemplar. He belongs to De Kalb

lodge. No. 144, A. F. & A. M.
;
to De Kalb chapter.

No. 52, E. A. M.
; and to Sycamore commandery,

No. 15, K. T. His wife, who was born August 18,

1836, probably in De Kalb, is a representative of

an old New England family, her parents having
come from Vermont at a period when the work

of improvement and cilivization had scarcely been

begun in this portion of Illinois.

Frank E. Wright, an only child, was reared upon
the home farm and after attending the public

schools pursued a business course in the Worthing-
ton school in Chicago. Through the summer
)nonths he aided in the work of the farm and con-

tinued to engage in the ta,sk of cultivating the

fields until 1880, when he went to Clinton, Iowa,

where he engaged in the grocery business. Two

years later he disposed of his business there and

returned to De Kalb, Illinois. He then engaged
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in farming for two years upon rented land and in

1884 he invested in ninety-four acres adjoining

the home farm, which he still owns. There he re-

sided until 1891, when he became a resident of

Chicago, where he spent five years, being employed
for four years as a Pullman conductor, running

out of that city. Once more he took up his abode

in De Kalb county in 1896, purchasing a residence

and locating in the city of De Kalb, where he w-as

variously employed until December 14, 1901, \dieQ

he was appointed city clerk. He has since been

twice regularly elected to the office, serving con-

tinuously in this capacity since his appointment.

In the discharge of his duties he is prompt, metn-

odical and accurate and the fact that he has twice

been elected since first called to the office indicates

the confidence reposed in him by his fellow citizens

and the able manner in wliieli he discharges his

duties. He is a stalwart republican, unfaltering

in his advocacy of the principles of the party.

In his social rc'alions Mr. Wright is a Mason

and has attained a high degree in the York rite.

He belongs to De Kalb lodge. No. 144, A. F. &

A. M.
;
De Kalb chapter, Xo. o2, li. A. ,AI. : and

Sycamore comniandery, Xo. 15, K. T. : and is

serving as worthy patron of the Eastern Star.

Pleasantly situated in his home life, he was mar-

ried October 13, 1881, to Miss Ida M. Cheasbro, a

daughter of Jabez and ]Mary A. (Ingersoll) Cheas-

bro, of De Kalb. Unto 'Sir. and Mrs. Wriglit has

been boi n a daughter, Jessie E., who is a graduate
of the Dc Kail) high school and of the Metropolitan
Business College of Chicago. In the city of his

nativity Mr. Wright has a wide acquaintance and

many of his stanchest friends are those wbo have

known him from his bovhood.

HUGH McQUEEX, JR.

Hugh McQueen, Jr., is tiie owner of a fine

farm of one hundred and sixty acres, situated on

section 21, South Grove township. He was born

in Ayrshire, Scotland, October 22, 1854. Hi.«

paternal grandpatents were Francis and 'Shuy

(McMillen) McQueen, while his father, Hugh
McQueen, Sr., was also a native of the land of

hills and heather, his birth having occurred near

Avrshire. the hoiiic of I'obcrt Burns, the famous

Scottish poet, his natal day being July 29, 1829.

The father was i eared and educated in his native

country, and was there married at the early age

of eighteen years, to Jane McKenzie, a native of

the same shire, and a daughter of John and Ellen

K. McKenzie. Mr. McQueen was superintendent

of a brick and tile factory in Scotland but having

heard favorable reports concerning the oppor-

timities to be enjoyed in the new world, he de-

cided to try his fortune in the United States, and

accordingly, in 1867, accompanied by his family,

he embarked on a vessel at Glasgow and emigrated
to the new world. Landing in Xew York, he at

once made his way to De Kalb county, where his

W'ife's parents had located some years previously.

He took up his abode on land in South Grove

township, where he made his home for thirty years,

or until his death, which occurred January 12,

1897. His widow still survives and now makes

her home with her son, William A. McQueen, in

South Grove township. In the family of this esti-

mable couple were ten children, of whom seven

still survive, namely : John : Hugh, whose name in-

troduces this review: ^lary; Ellen: Frank; Jane:

and William .\. Those deceased are Jane, Eliza-

beth and Ellen.

ilr. JIcQueen of this review acquired his educa-

tion in the common schools of his native country,

and was there reared to the age of thirteen years.

when, in 1867. he accom])anied the family on their

emigration to the new world. Following his ar-

rival in De Kalb county he was employed at farm

labor in South Grove townsliip. During his youth
he worked persistently and diligently to acquire

a competence that would enable him to engage in

fanning on his own account, and as the years

passed he lived frugally and economicallv ami at

length was enabled to endjark upon an indejjcndent

business venture. He is now the owner of one

hundred and sixty acres of land on section 21,

South Grove township, which is well improved with

good buildings, while the land is all under a high

state of cultivation. He is here engaged in general

agricultural pursuits, following only the most

practical and progressive methods in carrying on

his woik. while he uses the latest improved ma-

chinery to facilitate his labors.

Mr. ilcQueen further made arrangements for

the establishment of a liome of his own, when, on

the 30tb of Xovember, 1892, he was united in
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marriage to iliss ilarj- Florence Harkness, a

daughter of J. B. Harkness, who was at one time

a very prominent business man of Sycamore and

tor two years served as mayor of tliat city and held

a number of otlier city offices. His death occurred

in 1877. He held membership with the Knights

Templar at Sycamore. Unto our subject and his

wife have been bom three children but the eldest,

Willie Douglas, who was bom August 24, 1894,

is now deceased. The two surviving children are :

Jean PI. Elizabeth, who was born February 22,

1897
;
and Eosa Mary, born August 15, 1899.

Mr. McQueen gives his political support to the

republican party, and his wife holds membership
with Eastern Star lodge at Sycamore, while botli

attend and support the Methodist church at Es-

mond, although Mrs. McQueen is a member of the

Episcopal church, and her husband was reared in

the faith of the Presbyterian church. They are

highly respected in the community where they re-

side, having won many warm friends not only in

their locality but in Sycamore as well.

JAMES H. LATIMEE. SE.

Ainong the residents of foreign Idrtb who have

become valued citizens of De Kalb county is num-

bered James H. Latimer, Sr., who owns and culti-

vates an excellent farm of one hundred and si.xty

acres, on which he has lived since 1890. He has,

however, resided in the county for about forty

years. His birth occurred in Ireland, March 9,

1845, and having spent the days of his boyhood

and youth in tliat country, he was married there

on the 15th of February, 1866, to Miss Matilda

Scott, whose birth occurred in the same country

on the 10th of June, 1843. Her parents were like-

wise natives of the Emerald isle and there spent

th"eir entire lives. For a brief period after their

marriage Mr. and Mrs. Latimer remained in their

native country but on the 14th of May, 1866, bade

adieu to their friends and the old home and started

for the new world. They landed in New York and

Mr. Latimer was employed as a farm hand in tlie

Empire state for about five months. He then came

westward to De Kalb county, Illinois, and for

one year was employed by Mr. Corey. He also

spent one year in the employ of Captain Drake,

after which he rented land from Mr. McMullan,
wdiich he cultivated for one season. He afterward

rented from Asa Beyers and farmed that place tor

four years. He ne.xt removed to the farm owned

by \A'. M. Beyers, wliich he operated for one sea-

son, and then, with the capital he had acquired

through his well directed labors and his economy,
he purchased one hundred and five acres of land

lying on section 6, De Kalb township. There he

resided until 1890, when he sold that property and

bought another one hundred and sixty acre tract

on the same section. Taking up liis abode on his

new farm, he has since made it his place of resi-

dence and has converted it into a splendidly im-

proved property. In addition to this he owns a

good residence in the city of De Kalb on West

Main street.

Unto Mr. and .Mrs. Latimer have been born ten

children. Those still living are : J. W., who was

born November 26, 1866; J. H., April 17, 1868 r

Eobert C, August 14, 1871; Thomas C, JVlarcn

14, 1873 ; Herbert D., May C, 1875 ; and Jennie M.,

April 6, 1880. The parents attend the Congrega-
tional church and contribute to its support. Mr.

Latimer is a stalwart advocate of republican prin-

ciples, having always supported the party since he

took out his naturalization papers. He held the

office of school director for sixteen years. He is

interested in all that pertains to the general wel-

fare and is a public-spirited citizen, manifesting

loyalty and allegiance to his adopted country un-

surpassed by that of her native sons. He has never

had occasion to regret his determination to come to

the new world, for he has enjoyed good business

opportunities here, which, by the way, are always

open to ambitious, energetic men, and as the result

of his carefully directed labor he has gained a place

among the substantial citizens and representative

farmers of De Kalb county.

CHAELES HENBY MAYNAED, D. D. S.

Dr. C. H. Maynard, a member of the dental pro-

fession of Sycamore, was born in Springfield, South

Dakota, August 8, 1874. His father, Henry H.

Maynard is a native of Rockford, Illinois, and is

now living in Oregon, Illinois, at tlie age of sixty-

one years. He was a butcher hv trade and followed



410 PAST AND PBESENT OF DE KALB COUNTY.

that piirsuit in early life. He afterward engaged

in farming in Ogle county, Illinois, for about ten

years but is now living retired. He won a goodly

measure of success that enabled him to put aside

business cares and yet enjoy the comforts and some

of the luxuries of life. He holds membership in

the Masonic fraternity and is true to the teachings

of the craft. At the time of the Civil war he

proved his loyalty by enlisting in the One Hundred

and Seventy-fourth Hlinois Volunteer Infantry.

He joined the army at Eockford and was mustered

in under command of Colonel Bush. With his

regiment he went to the south and participated

in a number of important battles. He is now a

member of the Grand Army of the Eepublic and

gives his political support to the republican party.

In early manhood he married Frances Josephine

Tripp, a daughter of Patrick and Cornelia Tripp.

She was born in Oregon, Ogle county, Illinois,

about fifty-three years ago. She is a member of

the Lutheran church and is a most estimable lady.

By hci' marriage she became the mother of eight

children : Harvey E., who is with the International

Harvester Company in Milwaukee, Wisconsin;

Clyde, deceased
; Cornelia E., a trained nurse

ncjv^

'

at Eockford
;
Fred B., who is with the Interna-

tional Harvester Company in ililwaukee, Wiscon-

sin
; Frank E., who is in an abstract otlice ifl-

Oregon, Illinois; Alice M.
;
and Henry Curtis

who is attending school.

Dr. Maynard of this review lived upon the home

farm until eighteen years of age. He was a student

in the public schools of Oregon and after com-

pleting his education was engaged in the restaurant

business in Oregon for two years. Later he was

employed in a mercantile establishment in Chicago
but determined to make the practice of dentistry
his life work and entered the Chicago Dental Col-

lege in 1901 and was graduated on the 3d of ilay,

1904. He began the practice of his profession
the same year at Sycamore and has here conducted

his office with excellent success. He has made a

specialty of orthadontia and porcelain work, is

thoroughly progressive in all of his methods and

possesses that mechanical skill which is essential

to success in the practice of dentistry. Moreover,
he has an intimate knowledge of the science of

dentistry and keeps in touch with the advancement
that is continually being made by the followers of

this calling. Dr. :\Iaynard is prominent in social

circles and belongs to the Eoyal Arcanum. He is

likewise a member of the Chicago Dental College
Alumni Association and the Delta Sigma Delta,

a college fraternity. His political duties are in

accord with the principles of the republican party.
In manner he is social and genial and is recognized
as a popular citizen who has many friends in Syca-
more.

GEOEGE EDGAE BEISTOW, D. V. S.

Dr. George Edgar Bristow, engaged in the prac-

tice of veterinary surgery at De Kalb, was born

in Creston, Ogle county, Illinois, on the 12th of

June, 1860. His father, Joseph Bristow, was a

native of Oxfordshire, England, born in 1823.

There the grandparents of our subject lived and

died and in the place of his nativity Joseph Bris-

tow was reared and educated. In that country he

was married to Miss Ann Jones, also a native of

that locality, and two of their children were born

in England. In 1854 they emigrated to the United

States, landing at New York. They then started

/to -De Kalb comity, but while on the way their

daughter Fannie died and was buried at Dunkirk,
Jiew York. Following his arrival in this county

ili-r. Bristow worked for some time on the railroad

and at various other occupations that would make
immediate provision for hi? necessities. He was

industrious and ambitious, and with the savings
accumulated from many months of work he was
at length enabled to engage in the meat business

on his own account, being one of the pioneer butch-

ers of De Kalb. He brought to this undertaking
the energy which characterizes him in all life's

relations and his business prospered. He con-

ducted a meat market until 1890, when he retired

from active life, being succeeded by his sons,

George E. and W. L., in the ownership and con-

duct of the store. He was a man of genial per/.

sonality, who numbered his friends by the scores.

He was popular in business circles and through
his careful management and well directed enter-

prise acquired a competence. His death occurred

September 26, 1898. He had been an active and

helpful member of the Baptist church for many
years and for a long period had served as one of

the officers. He held membership with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, was a republican
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iu ])olitics and was recognized as one of De Kalb's

most honored and respected citizens. His wife,

who was born in Oxfordshire, England, in 1833,

was a daughter of Joseph Jones, a prominent

farmer of that county, where he lived and died.

She was one of five children, four daughters and

a son, all of whom are now deceased. Mrs. Bris-

tow was a Baptist in her religious belief and for

many years was an active worker in the church

and charities, her many kindnesses and her good

qualities of heart and mind endearing her to all

wlio knew her, so that her death was deeply re-

gretted when on the 26th of August, 1890, she

passed away. In the family were six children, but

only three are now living: Sarah Ann, who re-

sides with her brother George ;
and Willard Lin-

coln, of De Kalb.

Dr. Bristow, who is the second of the surviv-

ing members of the family, was reared under the

parental roof, acquiring his education in the pub-

lic and high schools of De Kalb. He was prac-

tically reared iu the meat business, for from early

boyhood he assisted his father in the shop and

upon the father's retirement in 1890 he. and his

brother became partners in the cqjufect of the

enterprise, which they carried on for three years,

selling the business in 1893 to B. A. Steuben.

From early manhood Dr. Bristow had been a stu-

dent of veterinary surgery and in the fall of 1889

he entered the Chicago College of Veterinary, from

which he was graduated on the 34th of March,

1891. Immediately afterward he began the prac-

tice of his chosen profession, opening his office

in De Kalb, and in this vocation he has been

very successful, securing a remunerative practice.

Moreover, he has been prominent and active in

public aifairs and in the spring of 1902 was elected

to the office of township assessor, in which posi-

tion he has since been continued by re-election.

He also served as deputy township collector for

eight consecutive years. He became a member of

the first hose company organized in De Kalb and

for a quarter of a century was identified with that

organization, acting as its captain for fifteen years.

He is a member of De Kalb lodge, No. 215, K. P.,

and also of the Improved Order of Redmen. In

politics he is a republican and one of the stalwart

champions of the party.

On the 30th of March, 1898, Dr. Bristow mar-

ried Miss Lucy M. Stevens, a daughter of Sidney

M. and Mary Ella (Austin) Stevens, the former

a native of Michigan and the latter of Ehode

Island. Her father came to Illinois when a youth

of thirteen years. Being of humble but respecta-

V)le parentage, he was early thrown upon his own

resources and took up the life of a machinist,

becoming an expert in that line. He patented sev-

eial mechanical devices, among them being a

machine for making barb wire. He was a resident

of De Kalb for twenty-eight years and for many

years was a member of the board of aldermen of

the city. He was employed for years in the wire

factory of Jacob Haish and set up the machinery

in the plant upon its construction. In June, 1906,

he purchased a farm near Petersburg, Virginia,

to which he removed and there he is now residing.

His daughter, Mrs. Bristow, is a graduate of the

De Kalb high school and for some years was a

teacher in De Kalb. By her marriage she has

become the mother of one son and two daughters:

Joseph Sidney, Dorothy Lurena and Ella Mar-

garet. The family are well known in De Kalb,

Dr. and Mrs. Bristow having an extended circle

of friends here.

GEORGE W. HUBBARD.

George W. Hulabard was born December 29,

18.5.5. upon the farm in Pierce township which has

always been his home. The place is therefore

endeared to him through the associations of boy-

hood and youth as well as late manhood. At an

early day his parents, Charles A. and Eunice

(Apthorp) Hubbard, took up their abode upon the

old homestead. The father was a native of Massa-

chusetts, born June 2, 1827, and came to Illinois

in the fall of 1852, settling in Pierce township,

after which he was closely identified with the farm-

ing interests of that locality for many years. His

wife was also a native of the old Bay state, and

was bom on the 4th of June, 1830. They cele-

brated their golden wedding. May 1, 1900.

In retrospect one can see George W. Hubbard

as he trudged off to the district school during the

winter season, while in the summer months he as-

sisted in the farm work, and as his years and

strength would permit, gradually becoming more

and more active in the duties of the fields.
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Ew'iUually he assumoil the iiiaiiagenu'm of the

old lioiiu' place, which lie is now caiTving on.

Here I'.e owns one hundred and si.xty acres of land

(111 section 27. Pierce township. The farm is well

improved with modern cquijmieiits and indicates

in its neat api"aiauce. his careful and practical

supervision.

On the 17th of Novemher, ISSC. ilr. Huhhard

was married to Miss Leah M. Posson, wl-.o was

horn Xovemlier 17. 1865, her parents being ilartin

Luther and Sophie E. (West) Posson. The father

was horn July 8, 1831, in New York, and died

.Mav 11. IS!)?, in this county, while the mother,

wliose hirth occurred in 1836, passed away in

1870. Unto .Mr. and Mrs. Tlubbard have been

horn three children of whom two are yet living:

Itulli E.. born June 10. 1889; and Clara P., horn

.Vugust 20, is;i2.

Mr. Hubbard exercises his right of franchise in

support of the republican party and its principles.

He has held the office of town clerk and assessor

and his official duties have always been promptly

ami capably discharged. He has, moreover, made a

good record in business life as an enterprising

agriculturist and lias acquired a goodly measure of

success through his own labors. Early trained to

habits of industry and economy, these qualities

iunc liorne rich frait as the years have gone by

and his name is now on the roll of the representa-

tive fanning ]icople of Pierce township.

ISAIAH YAXDEBrPCx.

Isaiah X'audrliurg, living on section 32, Kingston

township. IS a breeder of and deader in registered

shorthorns, Norman Percherou horses and Chester

White hogs. He is accounted one of the leading

representatives of stock-raising interests in the

county, conducting an extensive and successful

business. He was born on the farm w-here he now

resides. August 28, 185.5. His father. Hiram

Orilfin Yandeburg, is a native of Kayuta, Che-

mung county, New York, born August 4, 1827,

and is a son of Cornelius A^andeburg, a native of

New Jersey. The latter was a son of John Yande-

burg. a native of Holland. Cornelius Vandeburg
was married in New Y^ork to Miss Nancy Swart-

wood and thev became the parents of twelve chil-

dren. ^\itll his family he removed to Pennsyl-

vania and afterward to Ohio, whence he came to

De Kalb county, Illinois, in 1845. This was still

a frontier region, in which the work of improve-

ment and progress had scarcely begun, and from

the government he entered two hundred and forty

acres of raw land, which has since lieen in posses-

sion of the family under the original patent. Cor-

nelius Yandeburg was thenceforward connected

with agricultural interests of the county and re-

mained upon the old homestead until shortly be-

fore his death, which occurred in 1871, when he

was eighty-two years of age. His wife Nancy

died in 1833 when forty-two years of age, her

death being occasioned by a rattlesnake bite.

Hiram Griffin Vandeburg was reared amid

pioneer scenes and environments \\\wn the old

family bomcsfead which his father had secured

from the government. He was married in this

county to Caroline Faircloe, a native of Indiana

and a daughter of Isaiah Faircloe, a native of New

Jersev, who on coming to Illinois settled on a farm

in the eastern part of Kingston township, De Kalb

count V. Two children were born unto ^Ir. and

:Mrs. Hiram Yandeburg: Isaiah, whose name in-

troduces this record : and Orilla, the wife of

Charles W. Parker, a native of Kingston township,

this county, and a son of Parley and Eliza J.

(Rust) Parker, the former a native of Connecti-

cut and the latter of Indiana. Tnto Mr. and Mrs.

Charles Parker has been born a daughter, Jessie.

:\Irs. Hiram Yandeburg died in 1861, at the age of

thirty-one years, and on the 4th of ilarch. 1865,

Mt. Yandeburg was married to ^Miss Mary E.

Knight, a native of Columbus, Adams county, Illi-

nois, and a daugliter of Samuel Knight, a native

of Maryland. By this marriage they have one

child, Lydia. the wife of Frank Stafford, of Syca-

more, Illinois. The father is now in his eightieth

year and has spent sixty-two years of his life upon

the farm where he yet resides. He has ever been

an honorable, upright man, respected by those

who know him because of his fidelity to duty in

every relation. His political allegiance is given to

the republican party and for years he served on the

countv and township central committees, while his

opinions carried weight in local councils and his

labors did much to shape the policy of the party

in his district. He became a charter member of

Kishwaukee lodge. No. 402, A. F. & A. M.. of
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Kingston, and was the iirst niciiilicr raised to the

degree of a ^Master Mason. He is now the only

living charter member who attends the lodge.
As one of the representative pioneer settlers of the

county lie certainly deserves mention in this vol-

ume, for few residents of this part of the state have

longer lived here or have more intimate knowledge
of tlie history of its development and upbuilding.

Isaiah Yandeinirg was reared on the old home-

stead farm and after attending the district schools

spent one term in the Sycamore high school.

When twenty-one years of age he rented land from

his father, which he still operates. In 1887 he

]iin-(hased eighty acres and in 1001 he purchased
an additional eighty acre tract and he is now

operating a half section of land. His farm is

valuable, *the land being rich and productive,

while tlie modern farming methods which he fol-

lows have enabled him to bring forth abundant

harvests. After his marriage he built a good house

and barn and other outbuildings upon his land

and now has an excellent property, on wdiich none

of the equipments or accessories of a model farm

are lacking. In connection with his own land

he also operates a quarter section belonging to his

father. All is well drained, having five hundred

rods of tiling upon it, and the farm presents an

excellent appearance because of the neatness which

characterizes it in every department. Mr. Vande-

burg has bred and dealt in registered shorthorn

cattle since 1899, having considerable registered

stock. He also raises Chester White hogs and

Norman Percheron horses, and his stock-raising

interests are an important and profitable branch of

his business.

On the 7th of December, 1881, was celebrated

the marriage of Isaiah Vandeburg and Miss Mar-

garet Upplinger, a native of Luzerne county,

Pennsylvania, and a daughter of John I'pplinger,

wdio was also a native of the Keystone state and

came to De Kalb county in 1870. Mr. and Mrs.

Vandeburg are now the parents of three sons and

two daughters: Harry G., who assists in carrying

on the home farm, and is also a member of Kish-

waukoe lodge. No. 402, A. F. & A. M. ; Lizzie,

the wife of George Astling, a farmer of Sycamore

township, by whom she has one child, Kenneth;

Florence, a graduate of the Kingston high school

and now a teacher in Kingston township ; and

Chellis and Glen, who are attending school.

In polities Mi-. X'andcburg is a re.])ublican, luiv-

ing supported the party since age conferred upon
him the right of franchise. He has never sought
or cared for public office, but for twenty-iive years
has served as school director and the cause of edu-

cation has found in him a stalwart champion. He

belongs to Kishwaukee lodge. No. 402, A. P. &
A. M., in which he has tilled most of the otfices.

serving for one year as master. Since 1888 he has

been a member of the Modern Woodmen camp and

was venerable consul for several terms. Both he

and his wife and their daughter Uzzie are members
of the Order of the Eastern Star, in which Mrs.

Vandeburg has held office, while his sister, Mrs.

Parker, is a past worthy matron of the organiza-

tion. The Vandeburg family has long been promi-

nently and honorably known in the county and in

fact no history of Kingston township would be

complete without mention of the representatives of

the name, for from an early period the grand-

father, father and son and now the great-grandson
of Cornelius Vandeburg have been actively and

honorably connected with agricultural interests

and have ever stood for progress along agricul-

tural interests and have ever stood for progress

along agricultural lines and for advancement in

business circles.

JAMES H. LATIMER, JR.

The name of Ijatimer has figured in connection

with agricultural interests in De Kalb county for

more than four decades and the suliject of this re-

view has throughout his entire life been connected

with farming interests here. He was born in

Franklin township on the 17th of April. 18G8,

and is now living in De Kalb townsliip. where he

has a good property, comprising one hundred and

seventy-four acres of land. His parents are James

H. and Matilda Latimer, who are represented on

another page of this w-ork.' In his boyhood days

the subject of this review divided his time between

the duties of the schoolroom, the pleasures of the

playground and the work of the home farm. He

assisted his father in cultivating the fields to the

time of his marriage, which was celebrated on the

19th of April. 189.1. the lady of his choice being

^liss Caroline Rich, who was born in Somerset,
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England, May 1, 1871. Her parents were natives

of that country and came to the United States

in 1879, settling upon a farm in De Kalb count\,

comprising ninety-nine acres. The father pur-

chased the property and continued to devote his

time and energies to its further development and

improvement until his life's labors were ended in

death on tiie Sth of July. 1903. His widow still

survives and is yet living upon the farm. In their

family were eleven children and all still survive.

The home of ilr. and j\Irs. Latimer has been

blessed with four interesting sons : Ray J., born

November 1, 1894; Boss R., January 28, 1897;

George Chester, February 17, 1899 ; and Edward

A., on the 18th of December, 1900. The family

home is a comfortable residence which stands in

the midst of a good farm of one hundred and sev-

enty-four acres. De Kalb county is famous for

its fine farming property, for the rich prairie

land of Illinois is exceedingly productive and re-

sponds readily to the care and labor bestowed upon

it, bringing forth large and abundant harvests.

Mr. Latimer works diligently in the cultivation and

improvement of his place and as a result has

met with gratifying success. He and his wife

attend the Methodist Episcopal church and be

gives his political allegiance to the republican par-

ty, with which he has voted since age conferred

upon him the right of franchise. Mr. Latimer has

held the office of school director for three years.

He has many good friends in the county, includ-

ing a large number of those who have known him

from his boyhood days to the present time, and

this is indicative of the fact that many of his

strongest characteristics are those which win re-

spect and admiration.

AARON S. JACKSON.

Aaron S. Jackson, deceased, was for many years

a leading and prominent citizen of De Kalb. He
was a native of New York, born July 26, 1830, and

was of English descent. His father, William Jack-

son, was born in England, September 4, 1804, and

in early life came to this country, here marrying
Eliza M. Stevens, whose birth occurred in Sche-

nectady, New York, March 10, 1807.

Aaron S. Jackson spent the days of his boyhood

and youth in the Empire state. He had two broth-

ers, David and Robert Jackson, who were soldiers

of the Union army in the Civil war and one died

in the service, while the other passed away two

years after the close of the war as the result

of the hardships and rigors of military life.

In early manhood Aaron S. Jackson was united

in marriage to Miss Catherine Margaret Van

Ylack, who was born in Albany county, New York,

August 14, 1834, and was a daughter of John W.

and Anna Maria (Oliver) Van Vlack, also natives

of that county. Her father was born May 11,

1811, and died March 9, 1851, while her mother

was born May 21, 1812, and died on the 7th of

February, 1863. Mrs. Jackson was the oldest in

their family of three children, and by her marriage

became the mother of three children, of whom two

are now deceased, the only one now living being

Mrs. Carter, who is mentioned below.

In the spring of 18.5.5 Mr. Jackson brought his

family to Illinois and settled in De Kalb county,

purchasing a farm of two hundred and fifteen

acres at Shabbona Grove. A few years later he

established a store in the village of Shabbona

and conducted it in connection with his farming

operations, continuing to actively engage in agri-

cultural pursuits until his removal to De Kalb in

1875. Here he embarked in the hardware business

in partnership with Colonel I. L. Ellwood, and

four years later purchased his partner's interest,

carrying on the business alone until 1883, when

he was appointed postmaster of De Kalb and filled

that office during President Arthur's administra-

tion. An ardent supporter of the republican party

and its principles, he took an influential part in

political affairs and served as mayor of the city

for two terms. He was a prominent member of

the Masonic fraternity, and at his death, which

occurred on the 10th of December, 1897, he was

laid to rest by that order. He was a man honored

and respected wherever known.

Lila Jackson, a daughter of our subject, was

born in Schenectady, New York, November 2.

1854, and was only an infant when brought bj' her

parents to this county, her early life being passed

on the farm at Shabbona Grove. She attended

the public schools and completed her education in

the schools of Shabbona. On the loth of Decem-

ber, 1879, in the city of De Kalb, she became the
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wife of William Carter, who was born in this

county, October 14, 1856, and died December 10,

1900. They began their married life upon a rented

farm, but Mr. Carter subsequently turned his at-

tention to mercantile pursuits, from which he at

length was obliged to retire on account of ill health.

.Success was assured from the start, because indus-

try and economy were the watchwords of this

\TOrthy couple. Their business enterprise and

careful management bore them a goodly measure

•of success and, as the years passed, brought them

prosperity.

Mr. and Mrs. Carter became the parents of two

children: Allan C, born March 24, 1884; and

Jessie, born February 23, 1886. Both are gradu-
ates of the De Kalb high school and the former is

now a student in the University of Chicago, while

the latter is a graduate of the Metropolitan Busi-

ness College of Chicago and is now a stenographer
in a Chicago business house. Mrs. Carter is now

living with her mother at No. 328 North Third

street, where they own a beautiful home and are

enjoying life to a large extent. Books and music

add to their pleasures and Mrs. Carter, being a

firm believer in education, is giving her sob"*^?;-

cellent opportunities in that direction. In social

circle.* she occupies an enviable position and ha.'^

many warm friends who esteem her highly.

THE MELVILLE CLARK PIANO FACTORY.

The principal indu.stry in the county of De Kalb

is the Melville Clark piano factory. It is not only

'the principal industry in De Kalb county, employ-

ing fully three hundred men and paying out in

wages, during the year 1906, fourteen thousand

dollars a month or more, but it is one of the lead-

ing piano establishments in the state of Illinois

and also one of the foremost in the west.

The company was organized in 1900 by Mr.

Melville Clark, with a capital of one himdred

thousand dollars. Its business increased so rapidly

that it soon outgrew its original capitalization,

which in the summer of 1906 was increased to five

hundred thousand dollars, a sum sufficient to give

the company, for the present, the resources neces-

.mry to cultivate its trade in a virile manner. Its

business ramifications are extensive and reach

many foreign countries, among them Great Britain,

France, Germany, Spain, Italy, China, Japan,

Australia, the Philippine Islands, the Hawaiian

Islands, South Africa, Brazil, India, New Zealand.

Cuba, the Argentine Republic, Norway, Sweden,
Samoa and Mexico. Few people in or out of the

piano trade, realize the extent of the Melville Clark

Piano Company's foreign demand, nor do they
know the vigor with which it is being pushed for-

ward in all directions.

The major part of this export business is in the

Apollo player pianos and piano players. Besides

the pianos, player pianos and cabinet players, the

company makes many hundred player actions

every year, which are used by other manufacturers

of player pianos. The total value of goods sold

liy the company in 1906 was six hundred thousand

dollars.

The Melville Clark factory is exceptionally com-

modious and convenient. In fact, there are few

factories in the United States that can equal it for

cleanliness, orderliness and the arrangements that

ensure the conservation of energy on the part of

the workmen, and the saving of friction in the

building of its product. The factory floor is kept

scrupulously clean, thus minimizing the dangers
from fire. It is finely lighted and ventilated so

that the men engaged in the various tasks find it

a pleasure to work. The appliances ensuring pro-

tection against fire are among the best that money
can buy. Nothing has been left undone to make

it a model factory building in every detail.

The first work on the foundations was begun on

September 1, 1904. The structure was completed

in April, 1905. It is a solid, substantial edifice,

built on honor. With its equipment of machinery,

it represents an investment of one hundred thou-

sand dollars. The main building is three hundred

by five hundred feet, and three stories high: the

wing is one hundred and seventy-five by fifty feet

and three stories high. The power plant, contain-

ing a two hundred horse power engine, is fifty by

seventy feet and the dry kiln affords accommoda-

tion for the drying of one hundred and fifty thou-

sand feet of lumber a month. The factory site

embraces ten acres and not its least important

feature is an artesian well, two hundred and

twenty-five feet deep, that furnishes water as clear

and as cold as if it flowed from a hillside spring.
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The faetorv is furnished with one pressure tank

containing six thousand gallons of water and a

gravity tank containing twenty thousand gallons

of water, so that, with the complete sprinkler sys-

tem that runs through the entire factory and its

series of automatic electric alarms, there is little

peril to be apprehended from fire.

Mr. Clark, the founder and head of the corpora-

tion that is of such material benefit to De Kalb

county, in his life time has established a number

of factories. His skill as a builder-up of indus-

tries is shown in some of the institutions that he

founded and that still continue to prosper, al-

though the master hand that roared them is flour-

ishing elsewhere.

Melville Clark is a native of Oneida county in

New York state. At an early age he showed a

marked musical instinct and a love for music.

Happily for him, he managed to find the oppor-

tunities to gratify his tastes. After taking a

course at a commercial college and securing his

diploma, the alternative was offered him to be-

come a clerk at a lace counter in a dry-goods store

in Syracuse. New York, or to learn the art of

tuning reed organs, under the giiidance of a

brother who was at that time the leading organ

tuner in that city. Mr. Clark facetiously remarks,

with a merry twinkle in his eye, that as between a

lace counter clerk and an organ tuner he did not

hesitate a moment. So he at once began to learn

the tuner's trade. He smiles as he refers to his

potentialities as a lace counter clerk.

In 1876, the western fever took a strong hold

upon the young artisan and he determined to seek

his fortunes in the far west, so in that year he

journeyed to Oakland, California, where he entered

into partnership with W. E. J. Baughman, as

manufacturers of reed organs under the firm name

of Clark & Company. There was ambition as well

as ability back of the new firm and it prospered

apace. Young Clark had thoroughly mastered his

trade and knew exactly what a good organ ought
to be and knew also how to build one. It was not

long before the Clark & Company goods were ex-

hibited at a California agricultural fair, where they

were awarded a silver medal and a diploma.

But the field was not inviting enough to hold

Mr. Clark, and, moreover, business conditions were

not to the liking of himself and his partner. In

1877, the two left California and settled in Quincy,

Illinois, where as Clark & Baughman, they made a

reed organ bearing that name. Their California

experience had been of large practical value and

the organ built in the Quincy factory quickly won

trade and awards at various fairs. Yet the ambi-

tion of Mr. Clark was not satisfied. The Quincy

field was profitable but not big enough. In 1880

he bought out the firm of J. D. Davis & Company,

of Chicago, and with a Mr. Eich formed the finn

of Clark & Eich. He at once made a contract with

Story & Camp to build all their reed organs. This

contract was continued until 1884 and was a

source of much profit to the organ makers. At the

beginning of 1882. Mr. Eich retired and the firm

was transformed into the Melville Clark Organ

Company. Hampton L. and Edward H. Story,

father and son, bought into the firm in February,

1884, and the Story & Clark Organ Company then

formed, continued until 1887, when the business

was incorporated.

When the Apollo piano player was invented by

Mr. Clark, he at once appreciated the possibilities

of the mechanism and its future influence upon the

musical life of the nation. Desiring to make this

new discovery in the field of pneumatics the pivotal

point of his business career, and standing excep-

tionally high in the financial and business life of

Chicago, he determined to take advantage of the

conditions and start anew for himself. He sold

out his interest in the Story & Clark corporation

in 1899 and in February, 1900, organized the Mel-

ville Clark Piano Company.

Mr. Clark enjoys the highest prestige in the

piano industry of the nation and is one of its most

brilliant and original explorers in the field of

pneumatics. His brain is singularly active and

fertile in inventing devices that add greatly to the

intrinsic musical worth of the Apollo instruments.

They contain improvements that no other players

can boast. The Apollo is the only player in the

world that has a range of eighty-eight notes, or

the entire piano keyboard. It is the only player in

the world with the effective transposing mouth-

piece, which represents ninety-five per cent of

player value. Naturally, this gives the Melville

Clark Piano Company and its players a powerful

leverage upon public admiration and patronage.

Mr. Clark holds one hundred and twenty-five pat-

ents covering Apollo devices, besides has a number

of applications for patents pending.
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The Melville Clark piano is an instrument of

high artistic quality, widely recognized as one of

the best pianos in the country, and embodies the

best phases of twentieth century piano construc-

tion. In the Melville Clark corporation the people

of De Kalb county have an industry in which they

may take a deep pride. Its prosperous condition

today is merely an indication of its larger dimen-

sions in the j'ears to come.

C. E. HURD.

C. E. Hurd, engaged in the jewelry business in

Sycamore, was born in Winnebago county, Illi-

nois, in 1860, and is a son of Chester A. Hurd, who

came from Connecticut to Winnebago county,

Illinois, in 1840, and is still living at the age of

eighty-seven years, a halo and hearty old man.

Our subject was educated in the public schools of

Durand and after leaving school was in the em-

ploy of the Chicago & Great Western Railroad as

station agent at Maywood, Byron, Sycamore, De

Kalb and other points. He continued in that

service for seventeen years and was one of the

oldest agents in their employ in years of continu-

ous connection therewith. In October, 190.5, he

removed from De Kalb to Sycamore and estab-

lished his present business at No. 321 State street.

In 1891 Mr. Hurd was married to Miss Lou A.

Foster, of Crown Point, Indiana, a daughter of

Captain J. M. Foster, and they have one daughter,

Helen Mildred. In his political adherence Mr.

Hurd is a republican and fraternally is a member

of the Masonic order and the Modern Woodmen of

America. Both he and his wife belong to the

Congregational church.

NEAL M. FIRKINS.

Neal M. Firkins, one of the prominent farmers

and stock-raisers of Shabbona township, is oper-

ating extensively along both linos and in the con-

trol of his business interests displays marked

energj', keen foresight and unfaltering diligence.

He was born in Paw Paw township, De Kalb

county, on the 13th of January, 18.59. His father.

Leonard Firkins, was a native of the state of New
York and a successful business man, who in early

manhood came to Illinois and took up his abode

in Paw Paw township. In the Empire state he had

learned and followed the tailor's trade but in Illi-

nois he devoted his time and energies to farming

and met with a goodly measure of prosperity in

that work. He wedded Mary Abbott, a native of

Vermont, who died on a farm in Paw Paw town-

ship. She was a widow with four children when

she became the wife of Leonard Firkins. By her

first marriage she had several children but only

one is now living
—Mrs. Goss of Te.xas. Both Mr.

and Mrs. Firkins are now deceased, having passed

away in Paw Paw township, the father of our sub-

ject being eighty-five years of age at the time of his

demise. In their family wore six children : Leon-

ard, who is living in Iowa
;
Edward L., a resident

of Nebraska; Neal M., of this review; Reuben, who

is living on the old homestead; Alonzo J., who

makes his home in Nebraska; and Mary, the de-

ceased wife of Fred Olmstead of Shabbona Grove.

No event of special importance occurred to vary

the routine of farm life for Neal M. Firkins in

his boyhood days. He worked in the fields through

the summer months and in the winter seasons at-

tended the district schools. After putting aside his

text-books his entire time was given to the

work of the farm until he reached the age of

twenty-one years, when he began farming on his

own account by renting a part of his father"s land.

He afterward purchased two hundred and forty

acres on section 32, Shabbona township, where

he now resides. In 1906 he bought one hundred

and five acres, and he now owns altogether three

hundred and forty-five acres, constituting a splen-

did farm property, which returns to him an

excellent income in return for the care and

labor he bestows upon the fields. He is a self-

made man, whose possessions are attributable

entirely to his own labors. He has lived a life of

activity and industry and has been determined in

carrving forward to successful completion the

plans which he has made, brooking no obstacles

that could be overcome by determined and honor-

able effort. As the years have advanced he has

become more and more largely engaged in raising

stock and now ships from two to three carloads of

cattle to the market each year. He is also exten-

sively engaged in fruit growing and makes a spe-
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cial study of horticulture, few men being better

informed concerning that subject in this part of

the state. He has produced some of the finest

fruit raised in Illinois and this branch of his

business is likewise an important source of revenue

to him.

On tlie 14tli of February, 1883, Mr. Firkins was

united in marriage to Miss Gertrude M. Price,

who was born in Shabbona township and is a

daughter of James and Sinah (Dart) Price, the

former a native of Prince Edward Island and the

latter of Indiana. They came to Illinois at an

early day and the father engaged in farming in

Shabl)ona township. He was also a Wesleyan
minister and put forth earnest and effective effort

toward the moral development of the communities

in which he lived. His death occurred in 1872

but his widow is still living in her eighty-sixth

year, enjoying excellent health for one of her age.

She came to Illinois when a maiden of twelve sum-

mers, settling in La Salle county, and is now one

of the oldest residents of this part of the state,

having witnessed the remarkable changes which

have occurred as the county has emerged from

pioneer conditions and taken on all the evidences

of an advanced civilization. By her marriage she

had nine children, of whom four are yet living,

namely : Enoch S., who is a professor in a college
in Pennsylvania ; Peter M., general manager for

the Moline Plow Company at Moline, Illinois;

Mina, the wife of H. S. Miner of Earlville. Illi-

nois; and Mrs. Firkins.

Unto our subject and his wife have been born

nine children : Ashley M., who is now teaching in

the Shabbona Grove school; Gertrude, who died

at the age of four years ; Eussell H. and Oliver S..

at home
; Eollin, who died in infancy ; Zilpha J.,

Peter T., Stanley I. and Neal E., all yet under the

paternal roof.

Mr. Firkins formerly gave his political al-

legiance to the democratic party but is now a pro-

hibitionist, being in hearty sympathy with the

temperance movement and doing all in his power
to secure the inculcation of temperance principles.
In fact he stands for all that is honorable and up-
right in life and for all that is just in man's rela-

tions with his fellowmen. His life record may
well serve as a source of inspiration and encour-

agement to others, showing what may be accom-

plished by determination and earnest purpose.

Without assistance at the outset of his career Mr.

Firkins has steadily worked his way upward, mak-

ing the most of his opportunities until he stands

today among the prosperous agriculturists of the

county and one whose efforts have also demon-

strated the possibilities of this district for horti-

cultural development.

DAVID MAESELUS.

No history of Sandwich township would be com-

plete without mention of David Marselus as one

of the few remaining old settlers. He was for

many years closely identified with agricultural in-

terests, owning and operating a farm of two hun-

dred acres near Sandwich, but for twenty-five years

he has lived retired, enjoying in well earned ea=e

the fruits of his former toil. His residence :n

De Kalb county dates from 1866, covering a period

of forty-one years, and lie is therefore familiar

with many of the changes and events which have

shaped the history of the community and the

policy of the county. His birth occurred in Am-

sterdam, New York, April 24, 1821, and hence he

has passed the eighty-sixth milestone on life's

journey. His father, Manning Marselus, was born

in Montgomery county. New York, and having

reached adult age, was married there to Deborah

De Graff, also a native of the Empire state. Mr.

Marselus followed farming in Montgomery county

and upon the old family homestead reared his fam-

ily.

No event of special importance occurred to vary

the routine of farm life for David Marselus in his

youth. He had good common-school advantages.

On the 20th of June, 1850, he married Sarah

Knights, also a native of New York, and, taking

up their abode upon a farm in that state, they

there lived for fifteen years, during which time

six children were born to them. In 1866 th-iy

came to De Kalb county, Illinois, and in the fall

of that year Mr. Marselus purchased a farm fairly

well improved, repaired the dwelling, built a barn

and other outbuildings, drained his land by the

judicious use of tiling, fenced his fields and in

the course of years developed a valuable property.

In addition to raising the cereals best adapted to

the soil and climate, he also fed stock, making a
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specialty of hogs. He fattens a carload each year,

also raises good cattle and feeds a carload of steers

annually.

In 187G Mr. Marselus lost his first wife, who

died upon the home farm. There were six chil-

dren, hve sons and a daughter, in the family, of

whom the oldest, James D. Mar.selus, is mentioned

elsewhere in this work. The others are: Edwin,

a farmer of York, Nebraska, who is married and

has two children, Harry E. and Eaymond B.
;

Alfred, a business man of Mendota, who is mar-

ried and has one son, David; Hattie, who grew to

mature years and became the wife of Edward M.

Patten, but died at their home in Colorado
;
Elmer

E., a farmer of Lee county, Illinois, who is mar-

ried and has four children, Charles B., Glenn,

Euth E. and Belle S.; and Harmon, who is now

in Alaska.

On the 5tli of December, 1877, Mr. Marselus was

again married, the wedding being celebrated at

Delevan, Walworth county, Wisconsin, and the

lady of his choice being Sarah E. Carter, who was

born and reared in New York and who was for

some years a teacher in Wisconsin prior to her-

marriage. She later returned to the Empire state

and it was there that she met Mr. Marselus. Her

father, John Carter, was a native of England and

when a young man came to New York, where he

lived for some years, after which he removed Id

Wisconsin. He was married in the Empire stare

to Ann Pentecost, an English lady. Mr. and

Mrs. Marselus began their domestic life upon the

old homestead farm in De Kalb county, where

they lived for five years, at the end of which time

Mr. Marselus bought a tract of one acre in Sand-

wich, in the midst of which he erected a large sub-

stantial residence that has since been his home.

He and his wife are members of the Sandwich

Presbyterian church, take an active part in this

work and also in the Sunday school and contribute

generously to its support.

In politics Mr. Marselus was originally an old

line whig and cast his first presidential ballot for

Henry Clay. He continued to support the party

until its dissolution, when he joined the ranks of

the republican party, of which he has since been

a stalwart advocate. He has never sought or de-

sired office, preferring to give his time and atten-

tion to farming interests, and retired from active

business life about a quarter of a century ago. He

is indeed a self-made n)an. He started upon his

business career as a farm hand, working by the

month for his father for four years for fifty dol-

lars a year, and when he had gained sufficient cao-

ital he made a purchase of land and continued

agricultural pursuits on his own account. He
worked earnestly and persistently to acquire a

property and nuike it a well develoiied farm, and

his success was richly deserved. He is now eighty-

six years of age, having traveled far on \iie's

journey, and his honorable and upright methods

have gained for him the veneration and respect of

his fellowmen and won for him the friend.ship of

manv with whom he has come in contact.

EDWIN C. HENNIS.

Edwin C. Hennis, of Sandwich, is mimbered

among the native sons of De Kalb county. He was

born November 23, 1868, and is a son of Henry

Hennis, a farmer by occupation. The son was

-brought to Sandwich when only a year old and

pursued a public-school ediication, after whicii he

became a bookeeper. Later he entered the United

States railway mail service, with which he was

connected for eleven years, when he retired from

that field of activity and in 1902 was made secre-

tary of the Northern Illinois Telephone Company.

On the 1st of November, 1903, he was elected

secretary and general manager and has since acted

in that capacity. The company has twenty-six

iumdred phones and connection with ten thousand

more. The capital stock is two hundred and fifty

thousand dollars and the lines cover five counties

or two thousand square miles. The company was

organized December 19, 1898, with a paid up

capital of ten thousand dollars and today there is

a paid up capital of one hundred and thirty-two

thousand nine hundred dollars. For the past five

vears the company has paid good annual dividends

and the business is substantially increasing
—a fact

which is attributable in no uncertain degree to

the efforts and business capacity of Mr. Hennis.

He also controls the Sandwich Pole Changer Com-

pany, whicli manufactures telephone apparatus,

including pole changers, ohmmeters, duplexers,

rughplex and composite telegraph apparatus. This

company was organized in 1006 with a paid up
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capital of five thousand dollars and is destined to

become one of the successful business enterprises

of Sandwich.

Mr. Hennis was married to Corinne Grace

Winne, a daughter of Dr. Charles Winne, of whom
mention is made elsewhere in this volume. The

wedding was celebrated in June, 1901. and has

been blessed with one daughter, Euth Amelia. Mr.

Hennis is one of the native sons of De Kalb coun-

ty, whose continued residence here is indicative of

the excellent opportunities along business, educa-

tional and other lines that the county offers to her

citizens. He has here found ample opport.unity

for the exercise of a spirit of energy, perseverance

and ambition and although yet a young man has

made for himself an enviable place in business

circles.

JAMES W. DODGE.

James W. Dodge owns and cultivates a farm of

eighty acres on section 4, !Malta township. A na-

tive son of New England, he was born in Vermont,

July 25, 1868, and is the eldest son of Mr. and

Mrs. Thomas W. Dodge. He spent his boyhood

days with his parents, enjoying the usual advan-

tages of a common-school education and the prac-
tical training in the labors of the farm, whereby he

was qualified to carry on general agricultural pur-
suits on his own account after he had attained his

majority. On the 2d of April, 1896, he won a

companion and helpmate for the journey of life in

his marriage to Miss Bernice Williams, who was

born in Lake county, Ohio, December 8, 1868.

Her father, G. W. "Williams, was a native of Penn-

sylvania and married Miss Euth Mitchell in 18.5T.

She was likewise a native of the Buckeye state and
after their marriage Mr. Williams began farming
in Ohio. He there carried on the work of the

fields until 1861, when his patriotic spirit was
aroused by the attempt of tlie south to overthrow
the Tnion and he offered his services in its defense.

Joining the Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteer

Infantry, he remained at the front until victory

perched upon the Union banners and then when
liis aid was no longer needed in the south he re-

turned to his Ohio home. In 1867 he brought his

family to De Kalb county, Illinois, where for six

years he engaged in general farming, removing on

the expiration of that period to Kirkland, where he

worked as a carpenter and contractor. He has

since continued in that line of business, being

closely associated with the substantial improvement
of the city. He owns a fine residence in Kirkland

and is one of the leading business men of the town.

In his family were twelve children : Lewis, Isabel,

Georgia, Grant, Bernice, Maude, ^lusa. Kirk,

Sumner, Asa, Oda, and Xina, and with the excep-

tion of Asa all are yet living.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Dodge has been

blessed with two sons and a daughter : Warren E.,

born April 11, 1897 ; Euth E., December 10, 1899
;

and Harold A., August 27, 1905. The family
home is a good farm of eighty acres on section 4,

Malta township, and the labors and progressive

spirit of Mr. Dodge are the elements which make
this farm a productive property, ecpiipped with all

of the modern accessories and conveniences that go
to make up the model farm of the twentieth cen-

tury.

Politically ^Ir. Dudge is a republican but lias

never had ambition for office. He belongs to the

Knights of Pythias lodge, No. 541, and to the

Modern Woodmen camp, No. 317, and has taken

the Entered Apprentice degree in Jllasonry at Cres-

ton, Illinois. He and his wife attend the Con-

gregational church at Malta. Mr. Dodge is a

worthy representative of that class of citizens who
lead a quiet, industrious, honest and useful life

and who constitute the best element of a com-

munit}'. In manner he is pleasant and cordial and

these qualities, combined with his sterling worth,

make him one of the popular citizens of the town-

ship.

THOMAS McCOEMICK.

Thomas McCormick, who started out in life a

poor boy when land and labor were cheap, and who
has added to his possessions acre by acre until he

has become one of the county's large landowners,
is now living retired in the city of De Kalb, his

labors in former years having made it possible for

him to enjoy life without further recourse to busi-

ness. A native of Ireland, he was born April 22,

1840, and was the third in a family of eight chil-
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dren, whose parents were Daniel and Mary (Par-

rel) McConnick, also natives of the Emerald isle,

the former born in 1820 and the latter in 1815.

They came to America in 1853, settling first at

Chicago, where they remained for three years, after

which they removed to De Kalb county and in

December, 185G, took up their abode upon a farm
in Clinton township. There they spent their re-

maining years. One of their sons, John McCor-
mick, was a soldier of the Civil war. Both he

and Thomas of this review, enlisted as meml:>ers ot

Company E, One Hundred and Fifth Illinois Vol-

unteer Infantry, on the 13th of August, 1862, and
remained members of that command until muster-

ed out on the ;th of June, 1865. They partici-

pated in the battles of Eesaca, Georgia, September
20, 1863, Kenesaw Mountain, Burnt Hickory, New
Hope Church, Manhattan, Peach Tree Creek, and
Atlanta. They later went with Sherman on the

celebrated march to the sea and took part in an en-

gagement at Savannah in the Carolina campaign,

proceeding to Ealeigh, North Carolina, thence to

Eichmond, Virginia, and on to Washington, D. C,
where they took part in the grand review, the

most celebrated military pageant ever seen in the

western hemisphere. The brothers there received

an honorable discharge and returned home.

Thomas McCormick was educated in the schools

of Ireland and De Kalb county, being thirteen

years of age when he came with his parents to

America. After leaving school he worked by the

month as a farm hand being thus employed for

three years, when, desiring that his labors more

directly benefit himself, he began the cultivation of

rented land and was thus employed for four years.

The Civil war then came on and he put aside all

business and personal considerations in order to

respond to his country's call. He went to the

front where he remained for two years and ten

months, and upon his return home he worked for

his father on the home farm for two years. He
then began farming on his own land, purchasing

sixty acres in Clinton tow^nship, after which he

purchased eighty acres in Shabbona township and

took up his aljode thereon. Three years later he

disposed of that property and bought one hundred

and sixty acres in Victor township, where he made
his home for ten years, when he again sold out

and also disposed of his first purchase of one hun-

dred and sixty acres. His capital was then in-

vested in two hundred and twenty acres in Shab-
bona township and from time to time, he has

bought more land, including a quarter section ad-

joining the farm of two hundred and twenty acres.

He afterward bought one hundred and ninety acres

more in the same township and later one hundred
and sixty acres in De Kalb township, while two

years ago he purchased a house and two lots in the

city of De Kalb. His property interests are now
valuable, his landed possessions aggregating five

hundred and seventy acres, which constitute a very
liesirable farm property.

Mr. McCormick was married in Aurora, Illi-

nois, February 13, 1867, to Miss Margaret Grady,
who was born in Ireland, September 22, 1844, and
came to America with her parents when she was a

child. Her father, Patrick Gradj-, was born in

Ireland about 1815, while her mother Mrs. Bridget

(Irving) Grady, was born in Ireland about 1835.

They came to America in 1845 and located upon
a fann near Belvidere, Illinois. There were twelve

children in their family of whom Mrs. McCormick
was the seventh, while six of this number are now
deceased. For a time the Grady family lived in

De Kalb county and later became residents of

Butler county, Iowa, where the death of Mr. Grady
occurred. His widow then returned to Illinois

and made her home with her daughter Mrs. Mc-

Cormick, until her death on the IGth of August,
1885.

Mr. and Mrs. McCormick have become the par-

ents of eight children : Mary E., who was bom
November 10, 1868, and died September 20, 1870;

Margaret, who was born April 4, 1870
;
Daniel J.,

born November 29, 1871, and died June 6, 1906;
William J., born September 6, 1873; Mary E.,

born April 20, 1875, and died July 3, 1875; John

E., born October 21, 1877, and died April 24,

1890; Edward J., who is a twin of John; and

Thomas P., born September 20, 1881. There are

also several grandchildren, and the children of

Daniel J. McCormick are: Euth I., who was born

July 21, 1897
;
Florence M., who was born April

9, 1901 ; and Margaret L., born January 24, 1904.

Edward M. also has a son Thomas Edward, born

December 29, 1905.

Mr. McCormick maintains pleasant relations

with his old army comrades through his member-

ship in the Shabbona post. No. 436, G. A. E. He
exercises his right of franchise in support of the
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democracy and is a member of the Catholic cluirch,

of which all his family are communicants. In the

review of his life history, it w'ill be seen that his

success is attributable entirely to his own labors.

Wages were small when he started out for himself

in this country, but land was also cheap and he

made his first purchase at a low figure. His pros-

perity is largely due to the fact that he has made

judicious investments, being now most comfortably

situated in life with valuable property interests to

I'eturn to him a good living. He resolutely set to

work when ambition was strongest and hopes were

brightest and though he has led a busy life, he did

not forget the duty he owed to the land of his

adoption and put a.side business cares when his

country needed his aid, faithfully following the

old flag upon southern battle-fields. Still enjoying

the companionship of the wife of his youth, they

are pleasantly located in a comfortable and at-

tractive home of their own at No. 306 North Third

street, De Kalb. Mrs. McCormick has indeed

been a faithful companion and helpnuite to her

husband on the journey of life, being an excellent

housekeeper and capable manager, and Mr. Mc-

Cormick acknowledges his indebtedness to her as-

sistance. Both are most highly esteemed people

and it is with pleasure that we jjresent this record

of their life to our readers.

JAMES SHARP RANKIN, M. D.

Dr. James Sharp Eankin, an active member of

the medical fraternity at De Kalb, was born in

Plainwell, Michigan, April 15, 1871. His father,

Dr. John M. Eankin, was born in Clarion county,

Pennsylvania, in 1833. He remained a resident

of his native state until after the Civil war, in

which he served for one year as surgeon of the

Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. He
then removed to Michigan, locating in Plainwell,
after which he went to Richland, that state, where
he now resides. His wife, Mrs. Harriet Sharp
Rankin, was also a native of Clarion, Pennsyl-
vania, born about 1834. She died soon after the

birth of her son James. The father married again
ard there were six children in the family, Dv.

Eankin of this review being the third in order of

birth.

Accompanying his father on his removal t»

Richland, Michigan, Dr. Ranlcin of this review

there acquired his early education, while later he

attended the Normal School at Clarion, Pennsyl-

vania. He was graduated from the Chicago Col-

ledge of Pharmacy in 1890 and received his med-

ical degree from the Northwestern University Med-

ical School in 1895. Soon after graduation from

the school of pharmacy he went to Kalamazoo,

Michigan, as a pharmacist, there remaining until

1892, when he entered medical college. When he

had completed his medical course he served as

house physician at Mercy Hospital in Chicago for

a year. In April, 1897, he came to De Kalb, where

he still continues in practice, having a well

equipped office at 157 East Main street. His busi-

ness has developed along healthful and gratifying

lines and he lias a good patronage, wliich is indica-

tive of the trust reposed in liis professional skill

by the general public.

Dr. Rankin was married in De Kalb, on tlie 30th

of March, 1898, to Miss Clara Louise Tyler, who
was born in this city in 1870. Her father, Sanford

A. Tyler, was a native of the state of New York,
and after removing to the west engaged in business

as a stock-buyer, but later w-as connected with

the American Steel & Wire Company. He mar-

ried Sarah L. Tajdor, a native of Kentucky', and

they liecame the parents of four children, of whom
Mrs. Rankin is the eldest. In 1854 her father

came to De Kalb and entered land from the gov-

ernment, being numbered among the pioneer set-

tlers of the county. Unto Dr. and Mrs. Rankin

has been Iwrn one child, James Tyler Rankin,

whose natal day was May 7, 1906.

The Doctor owns a nice residence on Locust

street, where he and his family are now comfort-

ably located. He belongs to the Elks and Masonic

lodges at De Kalb and is also a member of the

Illinois State Medical Society; the De Kalb

County Medical Society, and the American Med-

ical Association. He gives his political support to

the republican party. He is a self-made man, who

by his deteimination and enterprise has gained a

place among the representative members of the

medical profession in De Kalb, making substantial

advancement in a calling where success depends en-

tirely upon individual merit and knowledge. He
now holds the position of district surgeon for the

Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company, is
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local surgeon for the American Steel & Wire Com-

pany, physician to the De I\.alb county poor farm,
and is also examining physician for the New York

Life, the Mutual Life and the Equitable Life In-

surance Companies, all of New York. He and his

wife are very prominent socially and the hospital-

ity of their own attractive home is greatly en-

joyed by their many friends, who esteem them

highly because of their genuine worth.

GEOEGE EEMINSNIDEE.

George Eeminsnider, whose name indicates his

German ancestry, was born in the kingdom of

Hanover, August 10, 184.5, but for a .long period
has been numbered among the loyal citizens of De
Kalb county, having come to America in his elev-

enth year. His mother died when he was only
three years of age. His father, Aifg:ti§f^T{ertiin-

snider, was born in Germany in 1830 and in the

year 1844 sailed for the new world, making the

journey about a year before the other members
of his family as he had not enough money to bring
them with him at the time of his emigration. Ar-

riving in this country, however, he sought imme-

diate employment and saving every cent that he

could, he soon sent for his family to join him in

the new world. For many years he was a resident

of De Kalb county where he died in 1899.

George Eeminsnider. coming to De Kalb in his

eleventh year, lias since made his home here. He

acquired a public-school education and was mar-

ried to Miss Caroline Hartman who was born in

Brunswick, Germany, February 19, 184.5. Her

parents were Chris and Frederiea (Walter) Hart-

man, natives of Brunswick, the former born June

4, 1820, and the latter on the 1st of May. of the

same year. They came to the United States in

1844, arriving on the 4th of ,Tuly
—tlie nation's

birthday. They are still living and yet enjoy good
health. Unto the marriage of ^Ir. and Mrs.

Eeminsnider twelve children have been boi-n: Her-

man H., born June 19, 18G7 ; William, born Feb-

ruary 30, 1869 : Jlrs. Amanda Gleckner, born April

10, 1871 ; Frederick, horn May 5, 1873
;
Mrs. Clara

Hartman, born May 7, 1875 ; George, born January

19, 1877; Hattie, born September 9, 1878; Ida,

born May 1, 1880; Caroline, born April 28, 1883;

Edward, born October 5, 1884; Elmer, born May
13, 188G; and Elva, born April 21, 1888.

Mr. Eeminsnider and his family are members of

the Evangelical Lutherala church while his polit-

ical allegiance is given the men and measures of

the republican party. For several years he has been

school director and while he is interested in all

that pertains to the improvement and upbuilding
of the community, his time and energies are most

largely given to his farming operations. He has

engaged in tilling the soil throughout his entire

life and has worked perseveringly until now he is

the owner of two hundred acres of productive land

on section 34, Pierce township. He has earned

this property with the assistance of his family,

his wife being indeed a faithful companion to him
on life's journey. He has now one of the finest

farms in Pierce township and has continuously
cultivated this until a very recent date. He and

his wife, however, are now preparing to move to

.Hinckley where they will spend their remaining

days without recourse to further labor. They
will leave behind them in this neighborhood many
warm friends but will win friends where they are

going for they are people of genuine personal

worth and possess those qualities which in every

land and clime command respect and confidence.

LOEENZO C. SHAFFEE.

De Kalb county has been signally favored in the

class of men who have filled her public offices,

for thev have usually been men who have held

for high ideals in citizenship and have been prompt
and reliable in the execution of the duties devolv-

ing upon them. The public service of Mr. Shaffer,

county treasurer, has been thus characterized and

he is, moreover, well known as a successful mer-

chant, having been engaged in tlie grocery and

drug business at Kingston. Illinois, for nineteen

years. He is a registered pharmacist and a gradu-

ate of the Chicago School of Pharmacy.
He was born in Earlville, Delaware county,

Iowa, April 12, 1865, and is a son of Ira and Helen

(Williams) Shaffer, both of whom were natives of

Ohio, the father following the occupation of farm-

ing throughout his entire life. The maternal

grandparents, Chester and Sallie Williams, were
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boru in 1800 and in 1840 removed to Illinois, lo-

cating in North Kingston, where Mr. Williams

took up four hundred acres of government land.

He built upon this place and immediately began

to improve the land, developing a new farm which

afterward became the property of his daugliter,

Mrs. Shatter, who for some years lived upon that

place. She is now living quietly in the home of

her son Lorenzo, however, and is a most highly

esteemed lady. She was born in Ohio m 183(5.

Her father, Chester Williams, died in 1848, at the

age of forty-eight years. Unto Mr. anrl ilrs.

Shaffer was born but one son, the subject of this

review.

In taking up the personal history of Lorenzo

(J. Shatter we present to our readers the life rec-

ord of one who is widely and favorably known in

De Kalb county. He was reared and educated in

Kingston, being but a year old when brought by

his mother to this county. After attending and

graduating from the Kingston high school he en-

tered the Northwestern University at Chicago and

spent one year in the study of pharmacy. Pre-

vious to this time, however, he was in the em-

ploy of Dr. J. H. Fellows and following his gradu-

ation in Chicago he bought the establishment of

his former employer and has since been continuous-

ly engaged in the drug and grocery business, hav-

ing a patronage equal in extent to that of any other

merchant of the town. He carries a complete

line of drugs and groceries and his reasonable

prices, his straightforward dealing and his courte-

ous treatment of his patrons secures mm a lib-

eral support from the public, while his strict

adherence to business principles and to a high
standard of commercial ethics has made him a suc-

cessful merchant.

Mr. Shaffer was married November 26, 1892,

to Miss Effie McCollom, a native of De Kalb coun-

ty, born in Mayfield township, November 5, 1869,

and a daughter of Isaac A. and Roxie McCollom.

Her father was an early settler here and was born

in Mayfield township. He is now secretary of the

Kingston Mutual Insurance Company.
In his political views Mr. Shaffer is a stalwart

repiiblican and for several years has been presi-

dent of the village board of Kingston, giving a

public-spirited, business-like and progressive ad-

ministration. In November, 1906, he was elected

treasurer of De Kalb count)', in which capacity he

is now serving, but he still retains his residence in

Kingston. He is a highly valued member of the

Masonic lodge and also of the Modern Woodmen

camp, and is a self-made man who in his business

and private life and in his official service has made

a most creditable record. Many there are who

esteem him for his genuine personal worth, and his

efforts along public lines have been of direct and

permanent value to the town in which he makes his

home.

DAVID F. HIPPLE.

In a history of Clinton township mention should

be made of David F. Hippie, who in former years

was identified with educational interests as a suc-

cessful teacher but who is now engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits as the owner of one hundred and

sixty acres of land on section 22. He was born

in Perry county, Pennsylvania, January 9, 1868,

and is a son of John H. and Louisa A. Hippie, who

were likewise natives of that state. The father

was born in 1841, while the mother's birth oc-

curred in 1847, and in the year 1870 they came

to the west, settling on a farm in Clinton township.

In their family were six children, of whom David

F. is the eldest, the others being Alice j\I., the

wife of C. C. Dean ;
William G.

;
Elmer J.

; Edgar

E. ; and Mabel J. The father died in 1901 but

the mother is still living, being a resident of

Watenuan. In his business life Mr. Hippie had

prospered and had become a large landowner, his

possessions aggregating at the time of his death

five hundred and twenty-two acres of rich and

valuable land in De Kalb county and nine hundred

and sixty acres in Nebraska.

David F. Hippie accompanied his parents on

their removal to the west and largely acquired his

education in De Kalb county but was also a stu-

dent at the Jennings Seminary and the Aurora

Business College at Aurora, Illinois. He has al-

ways been a man of scholarly tastes and habits and

constant reading, investigation and observation

have made him a thoroughly well informed man.

Having arrived at years of maturity, he was mar-

ried on the 29th of March, 1893, to Miss Daisy A.

Woods, a daughter of Isaac and Pluma Woo^ls.

Mrs. Hippie was born August 4, 1873, and, like
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her husband, was liberally educated, having at-

tended the Illinois State Normal School at Bloom-

ington, Illinois, for one year. Both engaged in

teaching school for several terms prior to their

marriage and proved capable educators. Unto

them have been born five children: Roy E., born

May 28, 1895; Gladys M., born November 32,

1898; Francis E., born June 15, 1901; Arleen

Woods, born January 29, 1903; and one who died

in infancy.

The family home is on section 22, Clinton town-

ship, where Mr. Hippie now owns and operates

one hundred and sixty acres of land, giving his

entire time and attention to its further develop-

ment and improvement. There arc substantial

buildings upon the place, together with the latest

improved machinery, and everything necessary to

facilitate the work of the farm. Mr. Hippie is

also an extensive stock feeder and is well known

in this business connection, making large purchases

and sales of stock. His business is capably man-

aged, his Judgment is sound and his discrimina-

tion keen and accurate. His political allegiance

is given to the republican party and he is now serv-

ing as a school director, the cause of education

ever finding in him a warm friend who does even'-

thing in his power to advance school interests. He

and his wife are meml)ers of the Methodist Epis-

copal church and their friends in De Kalb county

are legion. They occupy an enviable position in

those social circles where true worth and intel-

ligence are received as the passports into good so-

cietv.

JEREMIAH LIBBY BROWN.

Jeremiah Lil)by Brown was numliered among the

founders of De Kalb county by reason of the early

period at which he established his residence within

its borders and it is therefore imperative that

mention be made of him in this volume, lest the

record of the county and its representative men will

be incomplete. He resided for forty-five years

within its borders, taking an active and helpful

part in reclaiming its wild land for the uses of

civilization, and when he passed away his death

was deeply regretted by many who had come to

know and esteem him highly.

Mr. Brown was a native of Maine, his birth hav-

ing occurred in Scarboro, on the 17th of April,

1805. The family is probably of Scotch lineage,

for it is thought that Benjamin Brown, the father

of Jeremiah L. Brown, was born in the land of

hills and heather. He married Ruth Libby, and

in 1837 came to De Kalb county, where his death

afterward occurred.

Jeremiah L. Brown was a pupil in the public

schools of his native state during the winter

months until he reached the age of eighteen years,

when, anxious to see something of life and to have

more varied experiences than came with the

routine of work on the farm, he ran away and

shipped on a sailing vessel, which started out upon

a three years' cruise. During all of that time he

heard not a word from home. He returned, how-

ever, during the year in which he attained his ma-

jority and accompanied his parents on their re-

moval to the town of Hope, Hamilton county. New

York.

While living in the Empire state he was mar-

ried on the 17th of August, 1830, to Miss Judith

Richardson, of Johnston, New York, who died on

the 4th of March, 1848. During the years of

their married life seven children were added to the

household. Julia A., James P., Judith, Esther E.,

Abigail J., Ruth S. and Jeremiah W. Of thesb

Julia A. and Ruth S. are now deceased. Having

lost his first wife, Mr. Brown was again married

on the 2d of May, 1850, his second union being

with Eliza A. Jackman, who was born in Shadigee,

New York, May 26, 1826, a daughter of Abnei-

and Mary Jackman of Sycamore township, This

county. Mrs. Brown taught school in Genoa, De

Kalb county, in 1849, where she now resides. The

children of this marriage are Emma R. Hollem-

beak, Dillon S.. Charles A. and Lizzie M. Holroyd.

Jeremiah L. Brown continued a resident of the

Empire state until 1836, when he resolved to try

his fortune on the frontier of the middle west.

By way of the canal and lakes he traveled to

Peoria, Illinois, but did not remain in this state

at that time. He returned once more to New

York but in 1837 came again to this state, driving

across the country with team, and just at the

sunset on the 20th of September, 1837, he reached

Genoa, De Kalb county. He had previously learn-

ed and followed the shoemakers' trade in the east

but on coming to his western home he turned his
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attention to general farming, securing a tract of

land on section 30, Genoa township,- which he en-

tered from the government. The conditions which

confronted him at the time of his arrival here were

such as are usually seen on the frontier. Five

years before the Black Hawk war had been fought.

Hardly three years before the arrival of Mr. Brown

the white men had scarcely set foot in De Kalb

county. Indians still visited the neighborhood
and passed back and forth through the forests on

their hunting expeditions or rode at will over the

prairies. Only here and there had a claim been made

and a little cabin built for the shelter of some

hardy frontiersman who had left the older east

with its comforts and civilization to establish a

home in the then far west. Mr. Brown cast in his

lot with the early settlers and with resolute spirit

took up the work of the farm. Xot a furrow had

been turned nor an improvement made upon his

land but he placed the breaking plow on the prai-

ries and soon turned the furrows. In course of

time the seed was planted and the summer sun

ripened the grain until he gathered good harvests.

Year by year his farm work was successfully

prosecuted and as his financial resources increased

he added to Ms original holdings until he had ac-

quired more than a section of land in Genoa town-

ship. He was known as one of the leading and

prosperous farmers of his community and his life

was an excellent example of the power of thrift

and industry in obtaining prosperity.

In antebellum days Mr. Brown was a supporter
of the abolition cause and when the republican

party was formed to prevent the further extension

of slavery he joined its ranks and continued as

one of its stalwart supporters until called to his

final rest. He was a man ever firm in support of,

his honest convictions and he had no untried stand-

ards. His neighbors and fellow townsmen recog-

nizing his worth and ability frequently called him
to office, so that he filled various positions of pub-
lic honor and trust. For many terms he served on

the county board of supervisors. He was a man
of broad and liberal education, whose views of

life were sane and not biased by strongly marked

prejudices or hobbies. In all things he was emi-

nently practical and this was manifest in his

public life as well as in liis business afEairs. Those

who came in contact with him gave him their re-

spect and warm regard and his value as a citizen

and as a friend caiised his death to be regretted

with a sense of personal bereavement by all who

knew him, when, on the 5th of January, 1882, he

passed from this life in the seventy-seventh year

of his age.

ERWIX PERRY ELLWOOD .

Erwin Perry Ellwood. president of the First

Xational Bank and one of the native sons of

De Kalb, whose business development has brought
him to a place of prominence in financial circles,

was born in this city, August 10, 1873, a son of

Colonel I. L. Ellwood, to whom the citv' is in-

debted more largely than to almost any other

individual for its industrial and commercial prog-

ress and prominence. The son spent his early

years in De Kalb, where he attended the public

schools to the age of sixteen, when he matricu-

lated in the Michigan Military Academy at Orch-

ard Lake, Michigan. Subsequently he attended

Beloit College, at Beloit, Wisconsin, and made

further preparation for the practical and responsi-

ble duties of a business career by a course in the

iletropolitan Business College of Chicago, from

which he was graduated in 1894.

The same year he entered the First National

Bank of De Kalb in a clerical capacity and reso-

lutely set to work to master the banking business

in every detail. Two years later he was made
assistant cashier of the institution, in which capac-

ity he served until 1900. During that year he

filled the office of treasurer of the Kansas City

Southern Railway Company, with offices in Chi-

cago. In 1902 he became a director of the De
Kalb First Xational Bank, and on the 1st of Oc-

tober, 1903, at a special meeting following the

resignation of J. H. Lewis, he was elected to the

presidency of that institution, in which capacity

he has served continuously since. The safe, con-

servative policy instituted at the establishment of

the bank has always been maintained, and yet

under the guidance of the present chief executive

officer the business is also carried on along modern

lines of progress and development.
Mr. Ellwood is a member of De Kalb lodge,

K. P., and De Kalb lodge, No. 765, B. P. 0. E.

His political allegiance is given to the republican
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party aud he is interested in its success and

growth, yet is without aspiration for position of

political preferment.

On the 6th of September, 1898, was celebrated

the marriage of Erwin Perry Ellwood and Miss

May Gurler, a daughter of H. B. Gurler. They

occupy a prominent position in social circles and

Mr. Ellwood is regarded as one of the representa-

tive men of De Kalb, possessing the alert, enter-

prising spirit which has been the basis of Amer-

ica's wonderful business development.

PETER S. WAEBER.

Peter S. Warber, who is now engaged in the

grocery business m De Kalb as a member of the

firm of Barker, Warber & Glidden, was born in

Sweden, January 8, 1855. His parents were also

natives of that country and in the year 1862

crossed the Atlantic to the new world, settling first

at Elgin, Illinois, where the father worked at the

carpenter's trade on the asj'lum. He wa&' con-

nected with building operations there for four

years and then removed to a farm in Kane county,

purchasing fifty acres of land with the money that

he had saved from his earnings. There he carried

on general agricultural pursuits until after the

death of his wife. In their family wore six chil-

dren : Cliarles, .lolin, Anna, Peter S., August and

William, all still living with exception of the last

named.

Peter S. Warber was a little lad when brought

by his parents to the new world and was reared in

Illinois. Having attained his majority he was

married on the 9th of November, 1886, to Miss

Florence Helmer. who was born in Herkimer coun-

ty, New York, May 14, 1858, a daughter of Peter

and Eosannah (House) Helmer, who were also

natives of the Empire state and came to the middle

west in 1862, settling on a farm on sections 12 and

13, De Kalb township. There they lived until

called to the home beyond. They had five daugh-

ters: Celinda, Elizabeth, Frances, Clara and Flor-

ence, all of whom are yet living with the exception

of Frances. The father met with good success in

the west and at the time of his death was the

owner of one hundred and thirty acres of land.

The ancestry of the Helmer family can be traced

back to a still more remote period. The father of

Mrs. Warber was the fourth son of Adam F. and

Anna M. Helmer. Her great-grandparents on her

mother's side. Captain Henry and Catherine

Harter, were taken prisoners in the French and

Indian war in 1757. when crossing the St. Law-
rence river in a birch-bark canoe <iu their way to

Canada. A daughter of the family was afterward

captured by the Indians but later was recaptured

by her father and when she grew to womanhood
she became the wife of General Michael Myers.
Adam Helmer, the grandfather of Mrs. Warber,
served in the Revolutionary war under Washington
and was a valiant defender of the colonial cause.

Mrs. Warber was provided with excellent school ad-

vantages, as were her sisters, and is a graduate of

the Sycamore high school. After completing her

own course she engaged in teaching music for sev-

eral years. She was an able instnictor and those

who came under her direction benefited much by
her teaching.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Warber have been born four

children. Birdie E., who was born April 26, 1887,

is a graduate of the De Kalb high school and is

now attending the State Normal school. Pansy
Helen and Pearl Ellen, twins, were born January

12, 1889, and will graduate from the De Kalb

high school in 1907. The only son, Frank Helmer,

born February 16, 1896, is now attending school.

Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Warber

located on a farm in De Kalb township, comprising
one hundred and thirty acres. He sold a tract

of one hundred acres to the county poor farm, and

today owns six hundred and forty acres of land in

Canada besides his property in this county. In

his farming operations he prospered and now has a

valuable property, his fields being under a high

state of cultivation and devoted to the raising of

cereals best adapted to soil and climate. In his

farm work he is methodical, systematic, practical

and progressive, and his capably directed labors

have brought to him a goodly measure of success.

On the 11th of April, 1907, Mr. Warber formed a

partnership with Lester I. Barker and William

Glidden under the firm name of Barker. Warber &

Glidden and they purchased the grocery business

of ex-Mayor V. A. Glidden at Dc Kalb and are

now conducting a first class store, which promises

to be one of the leading establishments of the kind

in this part of the county. All of the partners are
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well known and reliable business men and are

highly respected.

Mr. Warber is a valued and interested member

of the Elks lodge, No. 765, at De Kalb, and he and

his wife are faithful members of the Congrega-

tional church. In politics he has been an earnest

republican since casting his first presidential vote

and his fellow townsmen, recognizing his worth

and ability, have called him to several local offices.

He was a school director, serving in that capacity

for fourteen years, the cause of education finding

in him a stalwart champion. He has also filled

the office of pathmaster. Wherever known he is

highly esteemed and both he and his wife have an

extensive circle of friends in De Kalb county.

SILAS DEXTEK WESSON.

In the years which have come and gone, to the

number of more than sixty, since Silas Dextei

Wesson took up his abode in De Kalb county,

there have occurred many changes wrought by

time and man untU the county today, with it^

large commercial and industrial interests, its

educational advantages and its agricultural im-

provements, bears scarcely any resemblance to the

district into which Mr. Wesson made his way in

1845. He arrived here on the 9th of October oj

that year, finding large tracts of land on which

-not a furrow had been turned or an improvemeni

made, while some of it had not yet been enteret.

from the government. In future years roads were

kid out and the farms were fenced but at that

time one could ride for miles over the prairie

without coming to a habitation to impede his

progress. An arduous task lay before the early

settlers in the development and improvement oi

the fields and the planting of a modern civiliza-

tion in the western wilderness, and in this work

Mr. Wesson bore his part as he grew in years and

srrength. He was a little lad of aTjout six years
at the time of his arrival here, his birth having
occurred in Jamestown, Chautauqua county. New
York, August 22, 1839.

His father, James W. Wesson, was a native of

Virginia and a son of James Wesson, who was a

isoldier of the war of 1812 and was killed at the

battle of Plattsburg. James Wright Wesson,

f;;ther of our subject, in his boyhood days went to

New York with the Mormons under BrighaTu

Young and was reared in Chautauqua county,

where he married Sybil Hatch, a native of Ver-

mont, who was reared in New York. Mr. Wesson

engaged in the manufacture of lumber and

shingles and made many trips down the rivers with

rafts of logs. All of his children were born in

Chautauqua county and in 1845 he removed to

the west, making the journey with ox teams. He
came direct to this county and Silas D. Wesson of

this review is the only surviving member of the

party, comprising two families, that journeyed

to De Kalb at that time. The father secured one

hundred and sixty acres of land with a Mexican

soldier's land warrant but rented and farmed for

four years, living in a log cabin in true pioneer

style. He located on his own place about 1850,

built a small house, broke the prairie and fenced

and cultivated the fields. He served as justice

of the peace for a number of years and was ;

prominent and respected pioneer settler of the

community. He was born in 1808 and died

August 29, 1880, when in the seventy-third year
of his age. His wife survived him for about five

years.

S. I). Wesson was the only son in the family

of four children and is now the only survivor.

He was reared upon the old homestead farm, liv-

ing in the little log cabin in his boyhood days,

and as he could he assisted in the work of reclaim-

ing the wild land and converting it into the uses

of civilization. There were pleasures to be en-

joyed unknown at the present day and yet hard

work fell to the lot of all early settlers. He
remained with his father until he joined the army
in August, 1861, becoming a private of Company
K, Eighth Illinois Cavalry. This regiment par-

ticipated in all the important engagements in

which the Army of the Potomac took part from

Williamsburg to Appomattox and fired the firn

shot in the seven days' fight in front of Eichmond

and also the first shot at Gettysburg. Mr. Wesson

was promoted to orderly sergeant and was wounded

at Beverly Ford by a gun-shot through the riglr.

thigh. He now has in his possession the bullet

that wounded his horse. TVTien the regiment was

mustered in they had twelve hundred horses, but

when mustered out onlv twelve of the original
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number remained, including the one on which

Mr. Wesson rode during his four j'ears' service.

When the war was over he paid the government

ninety dollars for the horse and brought him

home, keeping him until he died and burying him

on the farm. Mr. Wesson remained at the front

until hostilities ceased and was mustered out July

17, 1865, after which he was honorably discharged

and paid off on the 32d of the same month. Dur-

ing his service he was twice wounded. He kepi

a journal during the war and takes great pleasure

in looking over it now, recalling the events in that

momentous period of the country's history and

the people who figured in the experiences of the

war. Following his return home Mr. Wesson re-

sumed farming, which he carried on here until

1872.

In 1866, Mr. Wesson was married in Suydam
church to Miss Maggie Suydam, a native of Illi-

nois, born in a log cabin in Fairview, Fulton

county. They lived in this state until 1872, when

they removed to Kansas, settling at Council Grov.^,

Morris county, where Mr. Wesson secure^ a home-

stead claim of one hundred and sixty'-acres. There

he opened up a farm, which he cultivated for

eight years, after which he sold out and returned

to the old homestead, of which he took charge, his

father having recently died. He then cared for

his mother and has since lived upon the home

place. He has built good buildings, including a

comfortable residence, and he bought one hun-

dred and sixty acres adjoining. He has two sets

of farm buildings and all of the equipments and

accessories of a model farm property. He also

raises pure blooded shorthorn and Durham cattle

and feeds and fattens about two carloads of hogs

and also a large number of cattle each year. He
is a prosperous farmer, capable in the manage-

ment of his business affairs, and he is also a mem-

ber of the Farmers' Elevator of Leland and a

director of the Farmers' Mutual Insurance Com-

pany of Victor township, of which he was at one

time secretary.

Mr. and Mrs. Wesson have become the parents

of eleven children, of whom ten are living. Mason,

the eldest son, was a railroad man and in an acci-

dent lost a leg at Sandwich. He died two years

later, leaving a wife and five children. The others

of the family are: J. W., who is married and

resides in Oswego, being manager of a stock farm
;

Wilbur, Lloyd, Elon F., and Ben Harrison, all of

whom are engaged in the work of the home farm
;

Sybil, at home ; Elvie, the wife of Burt Sweet, now
of Wisconsin; Grace, the wife of Bert A. Bark,

who is mentioned elsewhere in this work
; Minerva,

the wife of William Todd, a Minnesota farmer;

and Sarah, the wife of Henry Von Ohlen, a farmer

of Victor township.

Politically Mr. Wesson is a stanch republican.

He is one of the public-spirited citizens of the

community and has served as township clerk, has

been supervisor at different periods for nine years

and was assessor for three years. He is now fill-

ing the office of justice of the peace and has been

the incumbent in that position altogether for

twenty-four years. His official service has been

characterized by the utmost fidelity to duty and

he has served as a delegate to various state and

county conventions. He belongs to the Masonic

lodge at Leland and both he and his wife are

members of the Eastern Star chapter. He has

filled all of the offices of his lodge and is a past

grand master. He likewise belongs to Shabbona

post. No. 463, 6. A. R., has been the chief officer

in that organization and is deeply interested in

the order, thus maintaining pleasant relations

with his old army comrades. He is today as true

and loyal to his country as when he followed the

old flag on southern battle-fields and he has a

military record of which he has every reason to

be proud.

Mr. Wesson helped to break the prairie sod

with ox teams in the pioneer days and he has

seen and talked with Shabbona, the old Indiar

chief who was friendly to the wliites and warned

them of the impending danger at the time of the

Black Hawk war. He lived here at the time of

the building of the railroads and has in fact wit-

nessed almost the entire growth and development

of the county, being one of the few remaining

old settlers. Events which are to many matters

of history are to him matters of experience and

liis mind is filled with many interesting reminis-

cences of the early days when the settlers were

dependent upon what they could raise and make

in their own homes for nearly everything that

was used. It was a time, however, when true hos-

pitality reigned in almost every household and

no settler would refuse to do any favor for one

whom he could accommodate. Mr. Wesson is in-
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deed one of the interesting figures in the history ol:

the county and it is with pleasure that vre present

the record of his life to our readers.

GUS NELSOX.

No resident of Sycamore is more deserving of

credit for what he has accomplished than Gus

Nelson, now a retired farmer of De Kalb county,

who for more than a quarter of a century was

closely and actively associated with agricultural

interests here, and thereby won the competence
that enabled him to put aside business cares and

enjoy rest from further labor. He is still the

owner of two good farm properties which yield him
a substantial income.

Mr. Nelson was born in Sweden. June 6. 184.5.

His parents were poor, and when nine years of age
he left home to earn his own living, since which

time he has always provided for his own support.
He early learned that energy and industry consti-

tute the basis for success and he started out deter-

mined to acquire a competence for old age. In

1870 he emigrated to the United States with a

party of his countrymen and the faoT that he had
an uncle living in De Kalb county led him to this

locality. He had but five cents in his pocket when
he arrived in Sycamore and he could not speak a

word of English. He spent his small coin for two

apples and then started out to find his uncle.

That summer he worked for his uncle for his

board and clothes. The first money he earned was
sis dollars which was paid him by a neighbor for

a week's work, and he felt himself rich. The next
summer he was employed grubliing and clearing
land for seven months and he continued working
as a farm hand for several years. His first pui-
chase of land was three acres in Cortland township.
Two little shanties had been built upon the land,
for the use of wood choppers in clearing the land,
and putting the two shanties together he made a

home. About one acre of the land was broken,
while the remainder was covered with stumps.
He at once began clearing out the stumps, and
as he was able he bought more land in two, three,
five and ten acre lots, until lie had over seventv
acres. Soon he wanted more land and as his sev-

enty acres was in small tracts and lay in bad

shape, he sold out and bought one hundred and

eleven acres, upon which he lived for twenty-one

years, developing a fine farm, with all modern

equipments and accessories. He brought the fields

under a high state of cultivation and annually
harvested good crops as the reward of the labors

he bestowed upon his land. Five years ago he re-

moved to Sycamore and purchased a beautiful

home at No. 519 South Main street. It was the

realization of the dream of his youth—the possi-

bility of rest in his old age, without necessity for

further labor. He is not by any means an old

man, in fact seems yet in his prime, but he has

achieved his ambition and is now enjoying a well

earned and richly deserved rest. Six years ago he

purchased another farm, of one himdred and sixty
acres, and the two properties bring to him an

excellent income.

In 1876 Mr. Nelson was united in marriage to

Miss Johannah Christine who was born in Sweden,
August 8, 1844, and came to the United States

in the same year as her future husband. She had
a brother living at St. Charles, Illinois, and later

she came to De Kalb, where for four years she was

employed in the home of the late Judge Eobinson,
in whose home her marriage was celebrated. Unto
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson have been born four eliildren :

Edith, aged four years, and Nellie, aged tliirteen

months, died of diphtheria one day apart. Anna
S. is the wife of Carl Anderson, living on one of

her father's farms, and they have one daughter,
Ella Lillian

; Hulda is the wife of Albert Carlson,
a farmer, and they have one child, nine months

old, Myrtle V.

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson are members of the Swed-
ish Lutheran church of Sycamore, of whicli he was
one of the organizers. He was also a member of

the building committee for the erection of the

new church, which is one of the finest of the city,

and he hauled the first load of gravel for the build-

ing, also contributing liberally in money for its

erection. He has always been active and helpfu'
in the work of the church and for several years
served as trustee and deacon. He has indeed done
much for the upljuilding and progress of the

church and his lahors liave had far-reaching influ-

ence. He is always ready to contribiite of his

time and means for the development and progress
of the city. Soon after coming to America he took

out naturalization papers and has alwavs been a

I

i
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republican but not ;ui office seeker. He is thor-

oughly Amerieau iu thouglit and interests. His

life record proves the sure rewards of character,

for lie is most highly esteemed wherever known,

and also indicates that success is not a matter of

genius, but the outcome of clear judgment and

unfaltering industrv.

LOUIS ROHRER.

Louis Rolircr, now living retired in Sandwichjias

a record as a successful business man and one who,

moreover, has been a potent factor in influencing

public thought and action. He has stood for prog-

ress, reform and improvement along many lines

and as a member of the general assembly left his

impress upon the legislation of the state. His

business career is marked by steady advancement

and show^s a keen recognition of opportunities. He

realized fully the value of the present moment nor

placed his dependence in the future and thus his

life became a strong moving force m agricultural

and banking circles and in political service, while

his three score years and ten are now crowned

with the honor and respect of his fellowmen.

Louis Rohrer was born in Lorraine, France, now

a part of Germany, in 1837, his parents being

Joseph and Mary Ann (Holier) Rohrer. The

father was a farmer by occupation and in 1845

brought his family to the new world, establishing

his home near Northville, La Salle county, Illi-

nois, where he purchased and cultivated a tract of

farm land.

Louis Rohrer was therefore reared to the work

of the fields, early becoming familiar with the

task of plowing, planting and harvesting. He

pursued his education in the common schools and

when he put aside his text-books his entire atten-

tion was concentrated upon agricultui'al interests,

which increased in value as the years passed by.

He had an excellent farming property, brought his

fields under a high state of cultivation and in ad-

dition became widely known as a large importer of

Percheron horses and brood mares. He did much

to improve the grade of stock raised in this part of

the state and this department of his business

proved to him an important source of income. His

home farm comprises four hundred and fifty acres

of valuable land and he also owns three hundred

acres in another tract in La Salle county, together

with one hundred and ninety acres in De Kalb

county. At length he put aside the active manage-

ment of his general farming and importing and

breeding interests and removed to Sandwich, where

he has practically lived retired since 1894. He is,

however, financially interested in a numlier of im-

portant Inisiness concerns, lieing president of the

Somonauk & Sandwich Farmers Insurance Com-

pany, a stockholder in the Northern Illinois Tele-

phone Company and a director of the Farmers

State Bank of Somonauk. which he aided in or-

ganizing. The deposits now amount to three hun-

dred and thirty thousand dollars and the surplus

at this writing exceeds the capital and pays an in-

terest of eight per cent.

While Mr. Rohrer has won notable success in his

business life and become widely known in connec-

tion with his varied interests, he has perhaps at-

tained even greater prominence in connection witli

his legislative service. He was elected to repre-

sent La Salle county in the state legislature in 1800

and again in 1892, and was one of the famous

"101" who elected John M. Palmer to the United

States senate. He also assisted in securing the

passage of the Australian ballot law. He was chair-

man of the drainage committee, one of the most

important committees of the house, and also served

on the committees on railroads and warehouses and

others. He was especially interested in a law to

reduce the interest rate and later had charge of the

bill, putting up a stalwart fight for a legal rate

of five per cent and six per cent on contract, but

the bill passed for five per cent as the legal rate

and seven per cent on contract. Mr. Rohrer also

drew up a Ijill for the adoption of a uniform set

of school 1 looks but did not succeed in getting it

before the house. He was an active, influential

and prominent member of the legislature while

representing La Salle county, but upon his second

term he retired from politics although offered the

nomination for state senator. He did not desire

further political honors, emoluments or service

and since his removal to De Kalb county has with-

drawn entirely from active political w^ork. He

did not come to De Kalb county a stranger, for his

reputation had gone far beyond the tiounds of La

Salle county and in fact he had many personal ac-

quaintances in this county prior to his removal
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here. In La Salle eountj' he had filled gome

local offices, having been school director continu-

ously for twenty-eight years, commissioner of high-

ways for twelve years and supervisor for four

years.

On the 4th of July, 1857, Mr. Eohrer was mar-

ried to Miss Mary Elizabeth Smith, of Somonauk,

Illinois, a daughter of Frederick Smith, who was

a farmer by occupation and settled in La Salle

coiinty in 1834. He came from Germany in 1832

and for a short period was a resident of Pennsyl-

vania, whence he removed to Illinois and took up
a claim from the government. Mr. and Mrs.

Rohrer became the parents of six children : Ann,

now the wife of Charles Brignon, a retired farmer

of Leland, Illinois; Charles E., a farmer of La

Salle county, who maiTied Adaline Bernard of

that county; Clara, the wife of Charles Goodman,

a farmer of Bhodes, Iowa; Matilda Jane, the wife

of Joseph Miller, a resident farmer of North-

ville, Illinois
;
Herbert C, a druggist at Sandwich ;

and William J., who married Miss Anna Rohrer

of Sandwich and has two children. Mr. and Mrs.

Louis Eohrer also lost two children in infancy,

while a daughter, Elizabetli, died at the age of

fifteen years and Etoma at the age of three years.

The wife and mother died in Sandwich, November

15, 1893.

Mr. Rohrer has since wedded Mrs. Mary Eliza-

beth Wing, of Newark, Illinois, a daughter of John

Canhan, a manufacturer of shoes. She was bom
in England and came to America at the age of ten

years. She holds memliership in the Congrega-
tional church and Mr. Rohrer attends services with

her. He lias attained the Knight Templar degree
in Masonry, being a member of the commandery
at Ottawa, Illinois. He is a broad minded, public-

spirited citizen, who takes a deep interest in gen-
eral affairs and has done much for pulilic progress

in Sandwich since locating here. His life has been

one of great activity and usefulness and since put-

ing aside the more arduous cares of the farm he

has concerned himself with interests of public

moment, yet never seeks office. His life record

proves that faithfulness to duty and strict adhe-

rence to a fixed purpose will do more to advance a

man's interest than wealth or advantageous circum-

stances. The successful men of the day are they
who have planned tbeir own advancement and

have accomplished it in spite of many obstacles

and with a certainty that could have been attained

only tlirough their own efforts. This class of

men has a worthy representative in Louis Rohrer.

CHARLES WICKS GARNER.

Charles Wicks Garner, proprietor of one of the

leading drug stores of De Kalb, his native city,

was born October IG, 1858, his parents being John

C. and Eliza (Rolf) Garner, whose family num-

bered four children. Two of the number are yet

living, the brother of our subject being John P.

Garner, who was born April 2, 1867, and at one

time was county commissioner of Cook county.

He resides at Austin, a suburb of Chicago.

The father, John C. Garner, was a native of

Chilton, Buckinghamshire, England, born January

31, 1832, and a son of Richard and Mary (Wicks)
Garner. Richard Garner was a shoemaker by trade

and spent his entire life in England. John C.

Garner learned the trade of shoemaking in the

large shop conducted by his father and uncles in

Ickford, England. On the 3d of March, 1855, he

married Miss Eliza Rolf in the city of Oxford, and

on the 5th of April the newly wedded couple

started for the United States, arriving in De Kalb,

Illinois, on the 28th of May following. The jour-

ney across the Atlantic was made in a sailing vessel

called the City of New York and consumed five

weeks. A sister of Mrs. Garner had come to De
Kalb about a year previous and her letters telling

of the new country and its possibilities influenced

John C. and Eliza Garner to seek a home in the

new world. After coming to De Kalb Mr. Garner

worked for some time at his trade but as there

was not enough patronage to keep him busy all the

time he devoted some days to farm labor in De
Kalb township. Later he accepted a position ^n

the mercantile establishment of R. K. Chandler,
with whom he remained for several years, while

later he was employed by the firm of Tyndal &
Brown. Later he and his son Charles purchased
the mercantile business of John H. Lewis, conduct-

ing the store under the firm style of John 0.

Garner & Son until the death of the father on the

10th of January, 1898. He was thus long associ-

ated with commercial interests in De Kalb and

was always known as a man of resolute spirit and
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unfaltering integrity. In politics he was a stanch

republican and while never an office seeker 'le

served as alderman of De Kalb. He was always
active in support of any movement for the better-

ment of the community in which he lived and was

a very successful business man and worthy citizen,

who was held in the highest esteem by all with

whom he came in contact. A thirty-second degree

Mason, he was one of the active workers of the

lodge and in his life exemplified its beneficent

principles. He possessed superior musical talent

and for many years in his earlier life was a member
of the De Kalb band.

His wife, who was born in Ickford, Bucking-

hamshire, England, November 18, 1839, was a

daughter of George and Frances (Gunthrip) Eolf.

Her father was a stone-mason by trade and came to

De Kalb county with Mr. and Mrs. Garner in

1855, making the city of De Kalb his home up to

the time of his death, which occurred in 1890,

when he was eighty-nine years of age. He fol-

lowed his trade up to within two years of his

death. An active and devoted meniber of the

Baptist church, he served for many years as one

of its deacons and he was also one of the well

known pioneer residents of De Kalb. His

daughter, Mrs. Garner, is still living and makes

her home with her son Charles at the age of

seventy-seven years, being a remarkably well pre-

served lady. She, too, is a member of the Baptist

church. She has one brother, Eaymond Eolf, who

is a mason by trade and resides in De Kalb.

Charles Wicks Garner, whose name introduces

this review, was reared at home, acquiring his

education in the De Kalb public schools. At the.

age of eighteen years he entered the drug and

grocery store of John H. Lewis, under whose direc-

tion he became thoroughly acquainted with the

drug trade. That he was faithful and competent
is- indicated by the fact that he was retained in

Mr. Lewis' employ for nine years, and on the 17th

of May, 1886, he and his father purchased the

business from Mr. Lewis, conducting it together

up to the time of the father's death in 1898, since

which time Mr. Garner of this review has carx-ied

on the business. After his father's death he pur-

chased his interest in the business and has since

conducted the store under his own name. He is

one of the able and successful merchants of De

Kalb, carrying a large and well selected stock of

groceries and kindred goods, and his enterprise

and careful management are bringing to hun a

gratifying measure of success.

On the 31st of July, 1895, Mr. Garner was mar-

ried to Miss Elva Beaupre, a daughter of Charles

E. Beaupre, who is mentioned elsewhere in this

volume. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Garner have been

born three children: Charles W., who was born

January 29, 1897; John W., October 20, 1898;
and Sara C, February 4, 1903.

Mr. Garner belongs to De Kalb lodge. No. 144,

A. F. <& A. M.
; De Kalb chapter, No. 52, E. A. M.

;

Sycamore commandery. No. 15, K. T.
; and to

Medinah Temple of the Mystic Shrine in Chicago,

being a member since 1892. He is also identified

with De Kalb lodge. No. 215, K. P., and with the

uniformed rank of that order, and he is a charter

member of De Kalb lodge, B. P. 0. E. His polit-

ical allegiance is given to the republican party and

he served for two years as city treasurer of Dc
Kalb. In his business career he has placed his

dependence upon energy and determination and as

the year's have passed he has demonstrated tha

force of these qualities as a factor in winning pros-

perity. Few men are better known in De Kalb

than Mr. Garner, for he is one of its native citi-

zens, having spent his entire life here, covering a

period of forty-eight years. Wide-awake, alert and

enterprising, he manifests the spirit that has been

the dominant factor in the upbuilding of the mid-

dle west and a successful business is now the

tangible evidence of his well directed life work.

HENKY HURLBUT WAGNEE.

Henry Hurlbut Wagner, a dry-goods merchant

of De Kalb and one of its best known business

men, was born in La Salle county, Illinois, July 6,

1847, his parents being Joseph H. and Lois

(Hough) Wagner, in whose family were two chil-

dren : Theodosia, the wife of D. E. Butts, of Paola,

Kansas; and Henry H.

The parents died during the early boyhood
of their son Henry, who came to De Kalb county

to make his home with his maternal grandmother
on the old family homestead in Somonauk town-

ship. There he was reared to his sixteenth year,

when he located in De Kail) and found employ-
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ment with the mercantile tirm of W. & i\ AYin-

ship. In the spring of 1864 he terminated his

mercantile relation in order to join the army,

enlisting as a member of Company K, One Hun-

dred and Thirty-second Eegiment of Illinois Vol-

unteers, for one hundred days" service. Soon

after his return he entered the employ of E. K.

Chandler, one of the early merchants of De Kalb,

with \\-hom he remained until the death of Mr.

Chandler in 1875. He then embarked in the drj-

goods business on his own accoiint and from that

period has been continuously and successfully con-

nected with mercantile interests in De Kalb, being

one of the best known merchants of the county.

His previous experience well qualified him to con-

duct a store of his own and he has always carried

a good and well assorted line of dry goods, putting

forth earnest eilort to please his customers and

conducting his business in harmony with the old

and time-tried maxim that honesty is the best

policy.

ilr. Wagner is now a member of Merritt

Simonds post, Xo. 283, G. A. E., and maintains

pleasant relations with his old arm}' comrades in

this manner. He is also connected with the Mod-

ern Woodmen of America, and his political al-

legiance is given to the republican party, of which

he has been a stanch advocate since age conferred

upon him the right of franchise.

On the 24th of March, 1871, occurred the mar-

riage of Mr. Wagner and Miss Nanc}- E. Waite, a

daughter of William W. Waite, of Xorth Adams,
Massachusetts. Six childi'en have been born unto

them. Eva Lenore, the eldest, is the wife of

E. E. Embree, a coal merchant of De Kalb. Cora

F. is the wife of V. C. Goodyear, of De Kalb.

Elvin Henry, born Xovember 12, 1879, enlisted in

1898 in the regular army for service in the Span-
ish-American war, took part in the Santiago cam-

paign and was discharged after peace was declared.

He immediately re-enlisted in his regiment and the

following spring was sent to the Philippines, where
he was on duty for five years. On the 1st of Feb-

ruary, 1901, while at Manilla, he was commis-
sioned second lieutenant and was commissioned

first lieutenant August 31, 1905, whUe at Fort Mc-

Pherson, Georgia. He is now stationed with his

regiment at Fort Douglas, Salt Lake City, but

the command at the present time is under orders

to return to the Philippines. Lieutenant Wagner

is a young man deserving much credit. He has

risen from the ranks by his own ability and merit,

receiving a lieutenant's commission shortly after

he had passed the twenty-first anniversary of his

birth. The sons come naturally by their love of

and proficiencj- in mUitarj' matters, for not only
was their father a soldier but their uncle, Arthur

L. Wagner, was a graduate of West Point in the

class of 1875 and was a recognized authoritv on

military tactics not only in this country but in

foreign lands as well. He served as adjutant gen-
eral during tlie Philippine service and his com-

mission as brigadier general lay on his desk at

the time of his death. The younger members of

the family are : Xina Louise, who resides at home
;

Hayden Waite, who was born December 21, 1885,

and is now a cadet at West Point, representing the

Twelfth District of Illinois; and Harry Hough,
who is a graduate of the De Kalb high school of

the class of 1906 and is now the chief assistant of

his father in the mercantile business.

ilr. Wagners connection with commercial in-

terests in De Kalb covers a long period. Xo other

dry-goods dealer of the city has been so long asso-

ciated with its business afEairs and none sustain

a more unassailable reputation for commercial in-

tegrity and honor. He has won success through
close application and unfaltering diligence and at

the same time has gained the good will and esteem

of his fellowmen.

GEORGE 0. GREELEY.

George 0. Greeley, whose farm of eighty acres on

section 10, Clinton township, responds readily to

the care and cultivation which he bestows upon it,

returning good harvests, was born in Orleans coun-

ty, Xew York, November 6, 1835, and, during his

boyhood while living on the shores of Lake On-

tario, he saved three of his schoolmates from

drowning at different times by dragging them from

the water. His parents were natives of Xew

Hampshire and unto their marriage were bom ten

children, the family coming to the west in 1852,

at which time they took up their abode near

Aurora, Illinois, upon a farm which the father

cultivated.
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George 0. Greeley was at that time a youth

of seventeen years. He has always been identified

with general agricultural pursuits. When he first

came to Illinois he assisted in the arduous task ot

breaking the sod and tilled the land where the

village of Waterman now stands. This was in

1854. He has otherwise aided in the improvement

and development of the county and today carries on

general agricultural pursuits on his own account,

having a good property of eighty acres on section

10, Clinton township. The entire farm presents

a neat and well cared for appearance, indicating

the careful supervision and practical methods of

the owner. In 1857, with other boys from

Aurora, he went to Kansas to aid John Brown

and Jim Lane in their fight for freedom and to

add another free state to the Union. He voted

for the Topeka constitution and acted as one of the

judges of election, besides taking an active part in

other elections. He saw Governor Gary at

Tecompton, guarded by soldiers to protect him

from the border ruffians that came from Missouri.

Mr. Greeley was married to Miss Cynthia M.

Wilcox, who was born in Bradford county, Penn-

sylvania, of which state her parents were also

natives. In their family were four children and

by her marriage Mrs. Greeley has liecome the

mother of four children. Clarence L., born Sep-

tember 16, 1867, is still single and lives with his

father upon the home farm, cultivating the fields

and also carrying on a dairy Inisiness. Listen Q.,

who was born October 25, 18GS, is now a practicing

physician and surgeon of Duluth, Minnesota;

Henry P. and Harold W., twins, were born August

16, 1874. The latter is a dentist practicing at

Duluth, Minnesota, while the former is a jeweler

and oculist of Chicago. Harold married Miss

Cora Crum and they have become the parents of

two children, Eosa and Cynthia. In addition to

their own children Mr. Greeley has reared and is

educating an adopted daughter, Bessie, who is now

attending school at Aurora, Illinois. Mrs. Greeley,

the wife of our subject, died October 9, 1906, her

death being caused by the explosion of a himp.

The news of this catastrophe was a shock to the

entire community and her death was the occasion

of deep regret among her many friends.

Mr. Greeley and his family spent ten years in

the state of Minnesota on account of his liealth

but in 1893 he returned to Illinois and took up

his abode upon the farm which is still his home.

He and his cliildren are members of the Methodist

Episcopal cliurch at Waterman and in politics he

is an earnest and anient prohibitionist, firmly be-

lieving in the principles of the party. He was a

member of the state legislature while in Minnesota

and has always been interested in the growth and

success of the party and in the adoption of its

principles, yet has never been an active politician

in the sense of office seeking. He is much esteemed

as a man of genuine worth and is well known as

a pioneer settler of the county, for more than a

half a century has passed since he came to the

middle west.

BUER B. SMILEY.

Burr B. Smiley, who is well known in financial

circles as the vice president and manager of the

First National Bank of Malta and whose name car-

ries weight on commercial paper, was born in

Kaneville, Kane county, Illinois, April 30, 1859,

his parents being George W. and Azubah (Smith)

Smiley. The father, a native of Pennsylvania,

was a farmer and merchant and lived a life of

great activity and biisiness enterprise, whereby he

was enabled to accumulate a remunerative estate.

He died in Malta in 1896 and Mrs. Smiley is still

living in that city.

Burr B. Smiley, the eldest of the family of five

children, accompanied his parents on their removal

to De Kalb county in his boyhood days and the

public schools of Malta afforded him his educa-

tional privileges. Like his father, he has led a

busy life, for after putting aside his text-books

he entered his fathers store at Malta and became

thoroughly acquainted with the various business

enterprises which claimed the time and attention

of the elder Smiley. About 1895 the son began

business on his own account as a dealer in hard-

ware and farm implements, conducting his store

successfully for about five years, when he sold out.

Two years later he became the vice president and

manager of the First National Bank of Malta and

has continued in the business to the present time

Tlie name of Smiley has ever stood as a sTOonyi/

for business integrity, diligence and reliability

and in his present connection Mr. Smiley has done
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much to promote the welfare and insure the suc-

cess of the financial institution with which he is

connected. He is a man of good business discern-

ment, seldom at fault in matters of judgment, and

recognizes possibilities and opportunities with keen

foresight.

On the 21st of October, 1880, Mr. Smiley was

united in marriage, at Malta, to Miss Emma J.

Peters, who was born on the 16th of June, 1858, a

daughter of Caleb and Mary (Graves) Peters,

natives of England, in whose family were six chil-

dren. Her parents now reside in Chicago. The

daughter, Emma J., is the eldest of their family.

Mr. and Mrs. Smiley became the parents of three

children: Eva Maywood, born July 3, 1882;
Beruice B.. born June 19, 1890; and George Clif-

ford, who was born April 29, 1892, and died on the

6th of November, 1897. The daughters are now

living in De Kalb, where they can have the benefit

of instruction in the schools and also in music

in that city. To bring about this result Mr.

Smiley purchased and furnished a pleasant home
at No. 608 Sycamore road, where the daughters
now live and there Mr. and Mrs. Smiley make their

headquarters while in De Kalb, Imt as yet tliey

have not changed their residence from Malta,

being greatly attached to this place, where they
have for more than a quarter of a centur\- made
their home and where Mr. Smik'v"s business m-
terests are largely located.

Mr. Smiley has not only figured prominently
in commercial and financial circles but has also

been a recognized leader in local political affairs

and has been honored with a number of offices.

For eight years he served as postmaster of Malta,
was president of the village for seven year.s, for

one year was clerk and for four years has been
a member of the board of trustees. He succeeded

his father as township treasurer after George
Smiley had filled the office for thirty years, and
Burr B. Smiley has now been the incumbent for

ten years. He has also been a member of the

board of supervisors for seven years and his offi-

cial .service has been characterized by the utmost
devotion to duty, a thorough understanding of the
work that devolves upon him and an unquestioned
conscientiousness in its execution. He belono-s to

Wayside lodge. No. 41, K. P., of Malta, ami in
fact is one of its most prominent representatives.
He stands as a worthy type of the knight and for

all that the order means, and was selected by his

lodge as its first grand representative and has at-

tended seven sessions of the grand lodge. Here

his energy, zeal and ability have met recognition

by appointment to the chairmanship of important

standing committees for three terms, refusing for

business reasons the appointment for another term

from the grand chancellor. He acted for two

terms as deputy grand chancellor and has a

wide acquaintance of loyal friends among the

knights in the district where he resides, beside

being well known by nearly all the members of the

grand lodge.

His political allegiance is given to the democ-

racy and for twenty years he has been chairman

of the democratic county committee—a fact which

shows that he is the recognized leader of the party

in this locality. He attends the Congregational
clmrch and as a citizen he is progressive and ag-

gressive when good to the commonwealth is to be

achieved. He is identified with every business and

social movement worthy of note in his home town

and no history of Malta would be complete with-

out the mention of Burr B. Smiley. There is in

•)iim a vein of seriousness which enables him to

judge life at its true value and yet he is not with-

out that social, genial nature which renders him

very popular and makes him an entertaining friend

and companion.

MKS. CATY S. CAKTEE.

Mrs. Caty S. Carter, well known in De Kalb

county, has resided within the borders of the state

for more than seventy years. She was born on

the 14th of May, 1836, in Cortland county. New

York, and on the 19th of September of the same

year started with her parents for Illinois, arriving

in Kane county on the 29th of November. From
that time to the present she has resided in this

state. Her father, Harvey B. Densmore, was born

in Hartford, Windsor county, Vermont, September

25, 1815, while her mother, Mrs. Caty S. Densmore,

was born March 25, 1817. Her death occurred

on the 21st of July, 1841, and later Mr. Densmore

wedded Mary J. Mather. The family lived in

true pioneer style during the early years of their

residence in this state, sharing in the hardships
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and trials incident to pioneer life when the prairies

were largely uncultivated, the streams unbridged
and the land unclaimed.

Amid pioneer environments Mrs. Carter was

reared and was trained to the duties of the house-

hold such as usually falls to the lot of the maidens

who live upon farms in frontier settlements. She

was taught to make candles and do all the work

of the household. At the age of eleven years she

visited Chief Shabbona at his sugar camp and on

several occasions met and talked with him. She

became one of the pioneer teachers of Illinois, com-

mencing that work when only sixteen years old.

She remained a resident of Kane county until she

was married in Aurora on the 27th of March,

1858, to Smith D. Avery, and then came with her

husband to De Kalb county, which has since been

her home.

Mr. Averj' was born August 27, 1836, and when
the Civil war broke out enlisted on the 31st of

August, 1861, in the Aurora Dragoons, which was

one of two cavalry companies attached to an in-

fantry regiment, becoming Company A, Thirty-
si.x'th Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He remained

at Camp Hammond, Aurora, Illinois, until
'

Sep-
tember IS and then went with his command to

Camp Eolla, Missouri, where the regiment re-

mained until after Mr. Avery's death. They did

scouting duty in that state and on one of these

expeditions he contracted a cold which resulted in

his death on the 1st of January, 1862, and he was

buried at Camp Eolla. Mr. and Mrs. Avery be-

came the parents of three children: Anna D.,

born April 5, 1859, lives with her mother on sec-

tion 3, Afton township; Anson A., born September
21, 1860, is mentioned more fully below.

Smith D., Jr., who was bom January 7, 1862,

and died August 21, 1893, married Lida Brown
and they had one child, Harold Smith, who lives

with his mother in De Kalb.

On the 21st of November, 1862, Mrs. Avery

gave her hand in marriage to James Carter, who

was born in Springfield, Massachusetts, Decem-

ber 25, 1832. He was a son of James and Anna

M. (Nye) Carter, both now deceased. His father

was a clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal

church, was a native of New England and was of

English lineage. At his death, which occurred

in 1845, he left to his son James, then a youth of

thirteen years, a fortune amounting to about sev-

enty thousand dollars. A guardian was appointed

who squandered a portion of the estate but Mr.

Carter received the remainder and thus started out

in life in comfortable financial circumstances. His

grandfathers in both the paternal and maternal

lines were soldiers of the Eevolutionary war.

Mr. Carter lived under the parental roof until

the death of his father and during that time at-

tended the common schools. He continued his edu-

cation until he attained the age of seventeen years,

when his desire to increase his worldly possessions

was augmented by a knowledge of the discovery

of gold in California and he determined to make

his way to that state. He therefore crossed the

plains and after a long and tedious trip safely ar-

rived on the Pacific coast. On one occasion, while

out prospecting in a gulch, a fog came up and he

was lost. His mates began a search for him but

did not find him until three days and nights had

passed. He almost perished from want of food.

For about ten months he remained in California

and then returned overland to the east, settling

in Cayuga county. New York. In the meantime

he had spent his fortune and was compelled to go

to work to provide for his own livelihood. He

entered the employ of a German and the first

day's work which he ever did was chopping wood.

He remained with the German for two months and

two days and at the end of that time received a

salary of but fifteen dollars. He then came to

Illinois but shortly afterward returned to New

York. For ten months he worked in a machine

shop, after which he purchased a threshing ma-

chine and engaged in threshing grain. He was

thus employed for ten years and when not busy

in the harvest fields he would purchase horses in

all parts of the country, speculating wherever he

could make a dollar. In July, 1861, he came to

De Kalb county, Illinois, and for two or three

years operated land on shares. In 1866 he pur-

chased a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, to

which he afterward added four hundred and forty-

seven acres, and at the time of his death he was

the owner of a very valuable farming property of

seven hundred and forty acres. In this business

he displayed keen discernment and careful man-

agement, was thoroughly reliable in all his trans-

actions and was never known to take advantage of

the necessities of his fellowmen in any business.

He served as highway commissioner and assessor
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for a miruber of years and was school director at

the time of his death, having filled that position

for a long time and being succeeded b}- Miss Avery.

He and his wife attended the Methodist church

of De Kalb and he contributed to the support

of all churches. He died August 27, 1902, re-

spected by all who knew him because of what he

had accomplished and liy reason of the honorable,

straightforward methods which he ever followed.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carter were born four,

children: Charles E., now of Columbus, Ohio,

was born September 27, 1863, and was married

June 29, 1904, to ISTora Eobbins. James H., of

Afton township, was bom October 16, 1865, and

married Lulu Downer, by whom he has one child.

Charlotte Sara. Caty S., born June 22, 1867,

is the wife of George E. Wilcox, of Afton town-

ship, and they have three children, Stanley E .

Faith and Anna A. Grace E.. born July 29, 1869,

is the wife of J. H. Bliss, of Sugar Grove, Kane

county, and they have four children, J. H.. Jr..

Janette E., Catherine H. and Carter A. Living

on the old homestead with her mother is Miss Anna

D. Avery, who is now serving as school director of

her district and is clerk of the board, having acted

in that capacity for four years. She is a lady

much esteemed and has many friends in De Kalb

county. Anson Avery assists in the management
of his mother's property and has acted as trustee

of schools for three years. He was married Oc-

tober 9, 1884, to Carrie M. Breese, of Aurora, and

they have three children: Grace C, who was born

October 1. 1886, and was married l^Covember 8,

1906, to A. E. Pelton. now living with Mrs. Car-

ter; and Anson Earaiond and Eowland Alonzo.

twins, born March 5. 1891.

For almost a half century Mrs. Carter has been

a resident of De Kalb county and has made her

home in Illinois for about seventy-one years. She

enjoys the wann regard of those who know her

and has a very wide acquaintance in this part of

the state owing to her long residence here. The
traveler of today noting the splendid condition of

the country can scarcely realize the condition

which met the family when they came from New
York more than seven decades ago. The land was

in its primitive condition to a large extent, for

only a few tracts had been placed under the plow.
It would require years of arduous, untiring effort

to transform the wild prairies into richly culti-

vated fields which are today seen. Only four years

before had the Black Hawk war occurred and

there were still many traces of Indian habitation

in the state. Crude farming machinery was used.

for invention had not brought improved agri-

cultural implements. "While the homes were widely

scattered a spirit of hospitality pervaded the fron-

tier settlements and the neighbors were always

willing to do everything possible to favor one

another, and many pleasures were enjoyed in the

visits they paid each other, while at the same time

they endured many hardships and difficulties in

their efforts to reclaim the region from the do-

main of the red men and convert it into uses for

the white race.

JOHX LEE COOPER.

John Lee Cooper is a genial and popular man

wlio has gained many friends during the period of

his residence in De Kalb, where he is now engaged

in the grocery business. He was born in Sandusky,

Wisconsin, August 11, 1876. His father Francis

M. Cooper, was born in Terro Haute, Indiana,

X'ovember 10, 1850, and is a minister in the

church of the Latter Day Saints. He wedded

Laura Loe, who was born at Lake Geneva, Wis-

consin, in 1853. They had three children of

whom John Lee Cooper is the second. His

maternal grandfather, John Lee, was a soldier of

the Mexican war and also defended his country in

the war of Eebellion.

Jolm Lee Cooper was educated in the common

schools of Sandusky, Wisconsin, and afterward

worked at farm labor for four months. He then

went to Piano, Illinois, where he learned the car-

penter's trade and for six months remained in

that place, after which he came to De Kalb, where

for a year and a half he was employed by Dr.

Carter. He afterward spent eight years in the

employ of V. A. Glidden, acting as bookkeeper

of the store during the latter part of that time.

Subsequently he spent a year and five months as a

traveling salesman for the Xational Biscuit Com-

pany and on the expiration of that period, entered

into partnership with G. C. Pearl under the firm

style of Pearl & Cooper at the corner of ilain

and Sixth streets, De Kalb. They opened a gen-
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eral grocery store which they are still conducting.',

carrying a large and carefully selected line of

staple and fancy groceries. Their business is

growing and has alread}' reached large propor-

tions.

Mr. Cooper was married in Beloit, Wisconsin.

April 2.5, 1896, to Miss Jean Proban Keir, who

was born in Braidwood, Illinois, April 10, 1878.

Her father, James Keir, was manager of a grocery

store. Her mother, who bore the maiden name of

Jennie Proban, was born in Utah. In their family

were three children, of whom Mrs. Cooper was

the second. She was educated in the schools of

Braidwood, Illinois, and of West Bay City,

Michigan. By her man-iage she became the

mother of three children: Maud May, who was

born March 16, 1897; Euth Gladys, who was born

November 6, 1899 ; and Irene Lucille, who was

born November 6, 1901.

The family have a pleasant home at No. 428

East South street and the hospitality of the house-

hold is greatly enjoyed by those who know them.

Mr. Cooper is a republican prohibitionist and be-

lieves firmly in the cause of temperance, frequently

voting in support of the candidates who stand for

the same principles. He is a member of the

church of the Latter Day Saints and has attained

a prominent place in the citizenship of De Kalb.

He possesses a genial disposition and kindly man-

ner which have rendered Iiim jiopular and he is now

numbered among the prominent young merchants

of the city.

JOHN HOUGHTBY.

John Houghtby, a fanner residing on section

21, Shabbona township, is a native of Lincoln-

shire. England, born on the 1st of March, 1858.

His father, John Houghtliy. Sr., was also a native

of the same country and the year of his birth was

1819. Before coming to the United States he was

foreman on a large fann in England and in 1876,

accompanied by his family, crossed the Atlantir

to the new world and engaged in farming in

Shabbona township, De Kalb county, Illinois. He

met with a good measure of success here and later

purchased land which he divided among his

children several years prior to his death. He

lived to the advanced age of eighty-two years, mak-

ing liis home with liis son John during his last

days. Of the Methodist Episcopal church he was

a faithful member. He married Margaret Gib-

son, who was born in England, September 5, 1815,

and died at the home of her son John on the 31st

of August, 1899. She was a worthy woman of

many good traits of character and was a devoted

member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr.

and Mrs. Houghtby had a family of eight children :

George A., now living at Shabbona Grove; Susan,

who died in England two years ago; Titus, who

died in Canada; Charles G., a resident farmer of

Shabbona township : Elizabeth, now Mrs. Hall, a

widow living in England ;
Mrs. Marian Nicholson,

a widow living in the village of Shabbona; John,

of this review; and Mrs. Bay, of Belvidere, Illi-

nois.

John Houghtby attended the common schools of

England and worked at farm labor there until he

came to America with liis parents when mnet«en

years of age. He and his fatlier were employed
on the Storey farm for ten years and Mr. Houghtby
of this review afterward bought the land upon
which he now resides. He then bought eighty

acres of tlie land which his father had purchased,

and by additional purchases from time to time has

extended the boundaries of his place until he now

owns two hundred and forty acres of very pro-

ductive land, upon which are good buildings, while

everything about the place is indicative of his care-

ful supervision and able management. He car-

ries on general farming and in addition to tilling

the soil, feeds about one carload of cattle and hogs

each year.

When twenty-six years of age Mr. Houghtby

was married to Miss Elizabeth Stimpson, a native

of this county, daughter of George Stimpson, one

of the early settlers. The home of Mr. and Mrs.

Houghtby has been blessed with seven children:

Sarah E., now the wife of George MuUins of

Lee county; John F., who married Ellen Hanson

and now lives in Shabbona township; George S.;

Clyde W. ; Edward E. ; Harry W.
;
and Bessie M. ;

all at home. Mr. Houghtby is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal church and in politics is a

n'puljlican. He served as school director for a

number of years but is not filling that position

at the present time. Fraternally he is connected

with the jModcrn Wdndmen of America. With no
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special family or pecuniary advantages at the out-

set of his career he has worked steadily and per-

sistently and lias won not only success but also an

honored name. He is truly a self-made man and

deserves much credit for what lie has accom-

plished. It is the men who are self-reliant and in-

dustrious, who depend upon their own resources

and are of recognized value who are real factors in

a commmiit\''s upbuilding, and to this class Mr.

Houghtbv belongs.

MBS. LUEEXA KIXGSBURY DE FOREST.

Mrs. Lurena Kingsbury De Forest, who since

1837 has been a resident of De Kalb county and

now makes her home in the city of De Kalb.

where she is widely and favorably known, was born

in Lewis county, Xcw York, December 30. 1831.

She is a granddaughter of Asa and Lurena (Hart-

sen) Kingsbury, both of whom were natives of

Connecticut. Her father, Flavel C. Kingsbury,

was born in Connecticut in 1796 and after reach-

ing adult age he married Tryphena Holmes, whose

birth occurred in Connecticut in 1797, her par-

ents being John and Eachel (Eason) Holmes. Mr.

and Mrs. Kjngsburv' became the parents of eight

children, of whom Mrs. De Forest is the seventlr

in order of birth. The father learned and fol-

lowed the trade of cabinet-making, thus providing

for his family.

Mrs. De Forest was educated in the common

schools of Herkimer county, New York, and in the

academy at Rome, that state, which she attended

to the age of eighteen years, leaving school in

1849. She lived at home and with an aunt until

her marriage, which was celebrated in L'tica, New

York, February .5, 1852. She became the wife

cf Lansing De Forest, who was born in Southville.

New York, May 10, 1831. His parents were John

and Elizabeth (Pooler) De Forest, the latter a

native of the Empire state. John De Forest was

a farmer by occupation and in his family were

five children, of whom Lansing De Forest was the

second. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Lansing De Fore-t

were born seven children, namelv: Mary Ella.

who was born October 24, 18-52, and died Septem-
ber 4, 1902; Albert Eugene, born February 17,

1854; Lizzie Antoinette, December 25, 1855;

Inverna Belle, who was born March 15. 1858, and

died July 20, 1867; Sarah Phenia, born October

18, 1861; Carrie Melvina, January 1, 1864; and

Lettie Eugenia. July 3. 1870. Mrs. De Forest

has the following grandchildren: Fred E. Ing-

ham, born April 12, 1870; Roy F. Ingham, born

March 31, 1878 ; Lurena A. Smith, bom October

30, 1878; Gertrude G. Moslier, born October 7,

1886; Inverna B. Mosher, born June 6, 1888;

Harold L. Mosher. born February 2, 1890; Mil-

dred L. Mosher, bom December 25, 1892
; Gladys

A. Mosher, born April 11, 1895 ; Wylda C. Mosher,

born June 27, 1897: George E. Mosher, born

March 30, 1901: Lynn D. Chambers, born July

26, 1887: and L. De Forest Hunt, born October

17, 1901. There are also seven great-grand-

children.

It was in the year 1857 tliat Lansing De Forest

came with his family to De Kalb county, settling

in Cortland township, but later he purchased a

second farm in Afton township that is stiU the

property of his widow. His time and energies

were given to general agricultural pursuits with

good success until 1884, when, having acquired

a handsome competence, he retired from active

business life and with his family removed to the

city of De Kalb, where he spent his remaining

days, passing away July 5, 1898, at the age of

sixty-seven years. He was quite active and infln-

eiitial in commiinitv' affairs and for a third of f.

century he filled the office of commissioner of

highways. His political allegiance was given to

the republican party and he was deeply interested

in its growth and success. Wherever known he

was esteemed for his many good qualities, for he

was reliable and honorable in business and pro-

gressive in citizenship, faithful in friendship and

most loyal to the ties of home and family.

Mrs. De Forest still makes her home in De Kalb

and is a most estimable lady, who enjoys the wami

regard and friendship of all with whom she has

been lirouglit in contact. She stands for all that

is right, true and just and co-operates in many
movements for benevolent work. She holds mem-

liership in the Woman's Eelief Corps, in the

Woman's Christian Temperance Union and in the

Home Missionary Society. Mr. and Mrs. De

Forest had little means when they came to the

west hut through their united efforts they won

a goodly measure of prosperity, becoming the ow:i-
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ors ol' ii \ery valuable farm jDi'oiJei'ty of three hun-

dred and ten acres of choice land and a beautiful

home in the city. Although she has reached the

age of seventy-five years Mrs. De Forest yet en-

joys excellent health and is a most social and

entertaining lady, who has been an excellent

n.otlicr to her family and is popular with her manv

fi'iends, who are numliered among the rich and

poor, the young and old.

ISAAC MORRIS HAY.

Isaac Morris Hay is a retired farmer of Sand-

wich, owning five hundred acres of valuable land

in De Kalh county, from which he derives an

excellent income. He was born in New York

city, Deceml)er 9, IS.3.5, and has therefore passed

the seventieth milestone on life's journey. His

parents were George P. and Harriet (Morris)

Hay. The father in early life learned the tailor's

trade and conducted a clothing business in New
York. He was born in the eastern metropolis and

belonged to a family of sailors who -w-er-e of Scotch

descent. The grandfather of our subject was a

native of New York city bnt in early childhood

was taken back to Scotland, where he lived until

he was eleven years of age, when he again came

to the United States. He married a Miss Pew,

a Virginia lady, and their son, George P., was

born in New York, where he continued through

his boyhood and early manhood, when, seeking

ing broader business opportunities in the mid-

dle west, he came to Illinois in 1837. Settling

in Kendall county, he there followed the tailoring

business until 18.54, when he removed to Sandwich

and opened a shop and clothing store. This he

conducted .successfully until 187.5, when he re-

tired from business life, spending his remaining

days in the enjoyment of a well merited rest. He

died February 11, 1887, at the age of eighty-two

years, while his wife passed away at the advanced

age of ninety-six years. She waf a native of New

Jersey and of Holland Dutch extraction, belong-

to the same family of which Gouverneur Mor-

ris, the noted financier and the financial savior of

the country in the war of the Rebellion, was a

member. Both Mr. and Mrs. Hay attended the

Methodist church and in his political allegiance

Mr. llay was a stalwart, republican from the time

of the organization of the party.

Isaac Morris Hay was brought to lilinois in

1837 when but two years of age and pursued his

education in the public schools at Yorkville. He

began earning liis own living at farm labor, for

which he received five dollars per month, and as

time passed and his business ability increased his

wages were enlarged proportionately. At length

from his earnings he was enabled to save a. suffi-

cient sum to purchase a farm and became the

owner of two hundred and fifteen acres of land,

which he still owns. He then began farming on

his own account and transformed his property into

a richly developed tract, the fields returning to

him golden harvests as a reward for the care and

labor he bestowed upon them. As his financial

resources have permitted he has increased his realty

holdings imtil he now has over five hundred acres

and from this he derives an excellent income,

enabling him to enjoy the comforts and some of

the luxuries of life without recourse to further

labor.

Mr. Hay has figured prominently in community

affairs, his worth and ability being widely recog-

nized by his fellow townsmen, wlio have kept him

almost continuously in public office. He was high-

way commissioner for twenty-four years in Somo-

nauk township and the excellent condition of

the roads was due to his efforts and his progressive

spirit in this connection. He was also drainage

commissioner for district No. 1, Victor township,

for seven years, supervisor of Somonauk township

for four years and school director for thirty years.

He does not now, however, participate actively in

public office, preferring to leave such duties to

others, but still maintains a deep interest in the

success of the republican party, of which he has

been a stanch advocate since its organization.

On the IGth of January, 1866, Mr. Hay was

united in marriage to Miss Arelia Latham, a

daughter of Thomas F. Latham, a farmer and

miner. Following the discovery of gold in Cali-

fornia her father made a trip to the Pacific coast

in 1849, traveling across the plains with ox teams

and sharing the usual hardships, privations and

trials incident to such a journey. He spent four

vears in the far west and then returned by the

water route. After a short period, however, he

soon went again, spending a few years in the
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Goldeu state, after which he located in Colorado,

where he remained for ten years. He was a na-

tive of Woodstock, Connecticut, and died at the

venerable age of eighty-seven years.

Mr. and Mrs. Hay are the parents of five sons.

Walter Morris, born November 25, 1871, and now

living in Sandwich, was married June 23, 189(5, to

Miss Kate Lowman and they have two sons, Gil-

bert and Isaac il. Archie Thomas Hay, born

February 2-1, IB?!), and now a traveling salesman

residing in Aurora, was married in June, 1904, to

Gertrude Eobinson, of Sandwich. Charles P., a

farmer of Somonauk township, was born January

IT, 1878, and on the 6th of January, 1904, wedded

Anna A. Gundson. Fred L., born December 16,

1879, and living at Sandwich, was nuirried Sep-

tember 6, 1906, to Dora Burkhart of Somonauk.

George I., born October 11, 1884. is at home. Mr.

and Mrs. Hay have also lost two children: .lulia

Helen, W'ho was born December 8, 1869, and died

at the age of six mouths; and Hattie A., who was

born March 28, 1874, and died April 1, 1904.

Jlr. and Mrs. Hay are people of the highest re-

spectability, enjoying in large measure the friend-

ship, confidence and good will of tho.se with whom

they have become acquainted during the long

years of their residence in De Kalb county. Mr.

Hay has led a busy, active and useful life and

his well directed labors have been crowned with a

goodly measure of success. Starting out to earn

his own living at the meager wage of five dollars

per month, he is today numbered among the men

of affluence in the county whose financial posses-

sions are such as to render further business no

longer a ncL-essitv.

THOMAS ADAMS.

'I'homas Adams is one of the worthy citizens

that Ireland has furnished to De Kalb county
and that he has worked his way from a humble

financial position to one of prosperity is indi-

cated by the fact that he today owns a fine farm

of two hundred and forty acres situated on sec-

tion 28, Malta township. He was born in Canada,

May 5, 1842, a son of James and Margaret Adams,
who were natives of Ireland. Upon their emigra-
tion to the new world they settled in the state of

Xew York, where they lived for one year, subse-

quent to which time they removed to Durham

county, Canada, and there the father passed away.

The mother passed away in Canada, March 17,

1889. Their family numbered three sons and twc

daughters.

Thomas Adams was but a small boy at the time

of his father's death and he was therefore early

thrown upon his own resources. The year 1865

witnessed his arrival in Illinois and for seven yeart

h(^ was engaged at farm labor, at the end of

which time he purchased one hundred and sixty

acres of land where he now lives, situated on sec-

tion 28, Malta township, De Kalb county. He

began the w'ork of cultivating and improving his

farm and as the years have passed by he has pros-

pered in his undertakings until he is today tht

owner of two hundred and forty acres of well im-

]ii'()veil land, thus constituting him one of the

substantial citizens of this section of the state. He

has w'orked diligently and energetically in carry-

ing on his farm and his efforts have been rewarded

by the fine property which is today his.

Mr. Adams was married in De Kalb county,

February 11, 1873, to Miss Eebecea Mutton, whc

was born in Canada, February 19, 1850. His

parents, John and Elizabeth (Braden) Mutton,

w'ere natives of England, the former born in Coi-n-

wall, November 26, 1825, and the latter Novem-

ber 26, 1821. They were married in their native

country, after which they emigrated to Canada,

and later came to Illinois, settling at Creston,

Ogle county. Their family numbered two sons

and five daughters. The mother passed away in

1892.

Unto our subject and his wife have been born

fourteen children, of whom nine still survive, the

family record being as follows: Edith, born De-

cember 6, 1873; George, who was born November

11, 1874, and died at the age of twenty-four years:

John J., who was born July 26, 1876, and died

at the age of five months ; Margaret E., born July

20, 1878; William Eoy, born June 16, 1879:

Charles G., born July 26, 1880
; Edgar, born July

10, 1882; Stanley H., who was born January 12,

1885, and died at the age of about twenty years ;

Walter, born July 20, 1886; Frank, born Decem-

ber 5, 1887; Euby and Euth, twins, who were

born October 14, 1890, and the former died at the

age of one year; Cornelia, born August 6, 1893;
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and Ferial, who was born April 18, 1895, and died

when ten months old.

Mr. Adams has supported the men and meas-

ures of the repul)lican party since age conferred

upon him 'the right of franchise. He served as

commissioner of Malta township for three years
but aside from that office has never been active

in political affairs. He and his family attend

the services of the Methodist Episcopal church

Mr. Adams is truly a self-made man for, being

dependent upon his own resources from an early

age, he has gradually worked his way upward until

he is now in possession of valuable landed inter-

ests in De Kalb county. He possesses the sterling

characteristics so dominant in the Irish race—
those of industry, honesty and economy—and

through this means he has gained a place among,
the well-to-do citizens of this section of the state.

A. G. LINDBEBG.

A. G. Lindberg is the owner of a valuable farm

property in Afton townslnp and is engaged quite

extensively in the raising of Eoan Durham cattle,

Poland China hogs and Shire horses. His business

interests are carefully managed and as the years

pass he is making substantial progress toward tlie

goal nf prosperity. A native of Sweden, ne was

liorn April 83, 1859. His parents were likewise

natives of that country. ^Ir. Lindberg remained

a resident of Sweden until after he had attained

his majority, when he bade adieu to friends and

native country and sailed for the new world, for he

had heard favorable reports concerning the oppor-

tunities offered in this land and believed that he

might enjoy greater success in business in the

United States. On the 8th of May, 1881, there-

fore, he sailed from the old world, landing at

Philadelphia. For a year thereafter he remained

a resident of Pennsylvania and in 1882 he came to

De Kalb county, Illinois. Here he sought and ob-

tained emiiloyment in a barlj wire factory, where

he spent three years, after which he was for two

years in the employ of the L. M. McEwen Com-

pany. On ilie expiration of that period he went

to Colorado, where he remained for three years,

being employed at various kinds of labor but spend-

ing his time largely at teaming over the moun-

tains. He returned to De Kalli in l.slMj and ha.s

since remained continuously in this county.

It was about that time that Mr. Lindberg was

united in marriage to Miss Helen C. Anderson,
who was born in Afton township, December 35,

1863, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Anderson,
who were natives of Sweden. Her father was born

October 21, 1833, and came to America in 1854,

first settling in Sycamore, De Kalb county. There

he followed farming upon rented land and later

he i-emoved to Afton township, where he purciiased
a farm of one hundred and sixty acres. To this

he kept adding until he owned four hundred and

twenty-three acres, constituting a very valuable

property. He died March 19, 1894. His wife was

born April 30, 1834, and her parents were natives

of Sweden. The maternal grandmother of Mrs.

Lindberg came to America and died in this county,

September 15, 1898. The marriage of Mr. and

Mrs. Anderson, parents of Mrs. Lindberg, was

celebrated March 19, 1863, and unto them were

born six children, of whom their daughter Helen

was the eldest. The others were : Theodore, born

September 23, 1865 ; Ella G., born November 33,

1867; Hannah S., June 21, 1870; John W., who

died in infancy; and Ij'da W.. liorn January 23,

1875.

The marriage of ;\Ir. and ^Irs. Lindberg has

been blessed with four children: Vendall G. A..

horn ilay 30, 1892 : Thyra C, born May 10, 1896 ;

Thora H., May 10, 1898
;
and Lydia M., February

11, 1901. The family home is a fine residence

which was erected by Mr. Lindberg and stands in

the midst of his farm of one hundred and throe

acres. He operates altogether two hundred and

sixty-three acres of land and is one of the leading

agriculturists of the community, having brought

his fields under a high state of cultivation and

carried on farm work along most progressive line.--.

In addition to the tilling of the soil he makes a

specialty of raising Roan Durham cattle, lugh

grade Poland China hogs and Shin; horses and he

is now part dwiiii' in an Liiported Shire horse,

which is kept for lireeding purposes. His live-

stock interests are to him an important source of

revenue. He and his wife are members of the

Swedish Lutheran church, in the work of which

they are actively interested, while Mr. Lindberg is

serving as one of the trustees of the church. He is

a stalwart repulilican, who has .served as tax col-



468 PAST AXD i'liESENT OF DH KALB COUNTY.

lector of Afton townsliip for two years and as

school director for ten years, the cause of educa-

tion finding in him a warm friend. Investigation

into his life history shows that whatever success

he has achieved and enjoyed is the reward of his

own laljors. His farm is the visible evidence of

his life of thrift and industry and such a record

should serve to encourage and inspire others who

have to start out empty-handed. Both are well

known people of the community and enjoy in

large measure the esteem of maiiv friends.

iii;s. :\[ai;y e. kixusi.ev.

Mrs. llary E. Kingsley, well known tliroughout

the county wliere she has a large circle of warm
friends, was liorn in Kane county, Illinois, Feb-

ruary 4, 1838. Her husband. Henry Kingsley.
now deceased, was born June 92. 18.31, in Craw-

ford county. Pennsylvania, and was the son of

Ransom and Eliza A. (Cornell) Kingslev. His

father was born February 11. 1799. and died on

the 23d of September, 1877. in Du Page I'ounty.

Illinois, while the mother was born at Fort Ann,

Washington county, Xew York, December 12,

1802. The Tvingsleys are of English ancestrv and

the father of Mr. Kingsley was a farmer liy

occupation. Under the paternal roof, Henry
Kingsley was reared. He acquired a good common-
school education and early became familiar witli

all the duties and labors that fall to the loi of the

agriculturi-^t. Soon after attaining his majority,
he came west to Illinois, settling with his sister

in Du Page county. He was employed at farm
labor in Du Page aud Kane counties until March,
1863, wlien with the money he had acquired

througli Ills own energies, he purchased the farm
on wliich his widow now resides. His entire life

was devoted to agricultural pursuits and in his

farm work he was Ijoth practical and progressive.
On the 5th of March, 1863, Henry Kingsley was

imited in marriage to j\tiss Mary McDole, the

daughter of Rodney and Abigail (Lounsberry)
MeDole. Her father, born in New Hampshire,
January 31, 1809, was of Scotch descent and a

farmer by occupation. His wife was born in

Chemung county. New York, July 31, 1813, and
died January 14, 1876. Mr. and Mrs. Kingsley

were the parents of four children: Nellie, born

December 7. 1863, was married on the 1.5th of

October, 1884, to Fred H. Rollins, and now resides

in Kane county, Illinois; Addie, born October 25,

1866, became the w^ife of George Marston and
died June 26, 1892, leaving two children who are

now living with their grandmother, Mrs. Kings-

ley; J. J., who was born November 1, 1869, and
is mentioned elsewhere in this volume

; and Walter

D., who was horn ilay 16, 1878. and lives with his

motlier, operating the homestead farm. He is well

known as a good business man and has a wide and
favoi'able acquaintance throughout the lownship
and county.

Henry Kingsley gave his political support to

the re]niblican party and had firm faith in its

principles. He held the otfice of justice of the

jieace for many years and his decisions were strictly
fair and impartial, so that by re-election he was
continued m the oifice for a long period. He was
also supervisor and road commissioner of Afton

township. His death occurred August 19, 1884,
and was the occasion of deep and widespread re-

gret, for many friends, as well as the immediate

family, mourned his loss. Wherever known lie was

resi)ected as a man of good business ability, as a

citizen of genuine worth and as a gentleman who
lield friendship inviolable. Since her hu.sband's

death Mrs. Kingsley has managed her property
interests and business matters with the assistance

of her son. She has been a devoted mother and
her many good traits have won her a large circle

of fi'ienils tbrouirhout the countv.

WALTER H. LOOMIS.

Walter H. Loomis, a real-estate dealer and land

speculator residing in- Sycamore, was born August
14, 1865, in Georgia, Franklin county, Yermont,
and is a son of Samuel Loomis, who belonged to

an old family of the east and who in 1867 came
westward to De Kalb county, Illinois. He settled

in Sycamore, where he engaged in the lumber

business, continuing in that line until his death,

which occurred in April, 1876. His wife survived

him until about 1880. They were the parents of

two children: Walter H.: and Mrs. Dr. E. G.

Colton, of Brooklvn. New York.
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The son was educated in the Syccamore schools

and during the greater part of his business career

has engaged in speculating and dealing in real

estate. He has met witli a goodly measure nf

prosperity along these lines and few men are better

informed concerning tlie value of propertj', so that

his investments have been judiciously made and he

is now classed with the substantial residents of

the city.

On the 30th of October. 1878, Mr. Loomis was

united in marriage to ^Miss Fannie Florence Ma-

son, a daughter of Horatio H. Mason, of Sycamore,

who is mentioned elsewhere in this volume. They

have three sons: Mason Walter, who was l>oi'n

March 1-1, 1881, and is a lumber inspector; Sam

C^olby, born July 14, 1882, who is a graduate of

Annapolis college and an ensign of the United

States navy, now in Shanghai, China : and Harold

H., January 1, 1889, who is in Chicago with Nel-

son Morris & Company.
Mr. Loomis is a republican, stalwart in his

views yet without aspiration for office. He and

his wife own many fine residences in Sycamore

and in 1905 laid out a beautiful street, which they

very properly called Mason court, erecting several

beautiful dwellings thereon. Their own home is a

most attractive residence ami is justly celebrated

for its charming aiul gracious hospitality.

J. E. WKICTTT.

J. E. Wright is the owner of a well improved

farm of one hundred and fifty-seven and three

quarter acres, situated on section 4, Malta town-

ship. He is a native son of De Kalb county, born

in Shabbona township, March 25, 1861. The

father, George Wright, was born in Sheffield, Eng-

land, October 10, 1833, and in 1849 emigrated

with his parents to the new world. He first lo-

cated in Oswego, New York, whence he came to

De Kalb county, Illinois, locating on a farm in

Shabbona township, where he engaged in general

agricultural pursuits for a time, and then removed

to Lee county, Illinois, where he made his home

until his death, which occurred December 9. 1899.

His first wife was Elizabeth Scott, the mother of

our subject. She was born in 1836 and passed

away in 1877. Of their seven children, six still

survive. For his second wife the father married

Emily Johnson, who is now living in Knierim,

Iowa.

]\Ir. Wright of this review was reared to the occu-

pation of farming, assisting his father in the

operation of the homestead property during the

summer season, while in the winter months he

pursued his education in the schools near his

father's home. He remained under the parentai

roof until the time of his marriage, when he

started out upon his own account, following the

(iccui)ation to which he had been reared, and he is

todav, in connection with his wife, the owner of a

well improved and valuable farm of one hundred

and fifty-seven and three quarters acres of land

situated on section 4, Malta township. He is here

engaged in carrying on general agricultural pur-

suits and his labors are being richly rewarded by

the splendid crops which he annually harvests as

the result of the care and labor which he bestows

upon the fields.

:Mr. Wright further established a home of his

own by liis marriage on the 3d of December. 1884.

to Miss Sarah J. Willrett. who was born in :\[alta

township, November 14, 1864. Her parents were

natives of Germany, whence they emigrated to the

new world in 1855, settling on a farm in Malta

townslu]), whereon they made their home until

they passed away. Their family numbered ten

children, but only eight now survive. :Mrs. W right

was the heroine of an adventure whicli was

written \ip in the De Kalb County .Xcics, August

28, 18(57, as follows:

-A Little Girl Three Years Old Lost on tlic

Prairie.

'•Quite an excitement was created in our neigh-

boring town of ILalta by the announcement at an

early hour on Fi-iday morning last, that a little

girl aged about three years, a daughter of ilr.

Jacob Willrett. a farmer residing about four miles

north of :\ralta, had wandered from home during

the morning of Thursday and had not been found :

though diligent search had been made by 'Sh: Will-

rett and his neighbors all through Thursday even-

ing and night. As soon as the distressing fact wa^

made known, prompted by that humanity which is

so characteristic of the great hearted western man.

nearlv one hundred earnest hearts volunteered to

prosecute the search. At an early hour in the day.
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they had gathered at the point where the little one

wai^ last; seen.

"Through the suggestion of Captain Corbett we

believe the plan of search was arranged by forming
a line with a space between the men of about five

yards and thus sweep the prairie from side to side.

Hour after hour passed in this labor of mercy and

though the day was fearfully hot and the deep

prairie grass sometimes impassable, these noble

men labored on determined to save the little wan-

derer if yet alive and relieve the awful anxiety of

the distracted parents. Once the tracks of little

liare feet (it was bonnetless and shoeless) were

perceptible in' the edge of a cornfield but it pene-
trated only a short distance. It is supposed that

night was coming on when it reached the corn-

field and the heavy shadows in the thick corn had

terrors for the little one which drove it back to the

prairie again. Now and then marks on the heavy

prairie grass were discernible where possibly ex-

hausted and wholly overcome it would fall down
and lie until rest and the cool grass would again
revive it, and then oiT it wordd mo\e to repeat
time after time these efforts which probably before

the rising of another sun would have released its'

spirit from the suffering clay and its wanderings
ended in Heavenly sleep.

"These traces of the little one of course gave re-

newed energy to the sweltering and wearied search-

ers—there was no resting, no faltering
—a minute

lost might be the death knell of the little one. At
last, about five o'clock a shout ^^•as started from one
end of the line that the lost was found. As soon

as it was known to be a fact and the lit lie one was
alive then a shout went up from a hundred lungs,
which could only be given by men whose hearts

throbbed with the consciousness of having dont
that which they deemed a duty from Divine injunc-
tion and the promptings of their own manly
bosoms. The poor little creature was found in the

deep tangled prairie grass, with its face resting
on its little bauds, conscious but overcome by hun-

ger, exhaustion and exposure, it probably could
never have risen again. The exposure to one of
its tender years was enough to cause the parents
to fear that if found on Friday it could hardly be
alive. We will not attempt to describe the demon-
strative joy of the mother and the tearful happi-
ness of the father at the recovery alive of their
lost one'. Xor will wc attempt to imagine what the

agony of the little one must have been during the

lonely, terrible hours—its unanswered wailings
—

the terror of the night with no one near to give a

soothing W'Ord. When we pray that we may be

spared this terror, where is the parent who will not

join us in deep earnestness in this supplication?

Monday. August 26th: The child is gradually

gaiumg strength and will recover."

Unto Jlr. and Mrs. AVright have been born eight

children, as follows: Edith C, who was born

September 1, 1885; Florence M., born October 20,

1887; Anna E., who was born June 7, 1889;
Esther S., November 21, 1894; John E., November

26, 1896; Mildred C, June 28, 1899; Harold W..

January 31, 1903; and Marjorie E., whose birth

occurred October 20, 1904.

Mr. Wright gives his political support vo the

republican party and for nine years served as road

commissioner, while for a similar period he filled

the office of school director. His fraternal rela-

tions are with Modern Woodmen camp. No. 217,

at Malta, the Eoyal Neighbors, and the Foresters,

belonging to lodge No. 740. Both he and his wife

hold membership in the Evangelical church. He
and his family are highly esteemed in the com-

munity where they reside, and their eldest daugh-
ter, Edith C, has engaged in teaching for two

terms.

THE HAISH FACTORY.

We presume a history of De Kalb county would

not be completed without a sketch of one of the

greatest industries of modern times, originatirg
in the city of De Kalb in the year 1872, and

known as the barbed wire industry. It is true

that prior to this date patents had been issued

and attempts made to produce a merchantabl.°

barbed wire, yet nothing had been evolved of this

character until Jacob Haish, in a building shown
with this article, after a long and persistent effort

proved to the world that a stock-proof fence such

as had been a dream through the years of herds-

men and cattle growers was an accomplished fact.

In this structure you see the first barbed wire

factory in the world, wherein the first attempt
was made and successfully completed in the pro-
duction of a barbed wire—simple in design, eco-
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nomicalljf inanufaotur(?d and put up in sueli foi'in

as to make it commercially valuable, as it provided
a way whereby it could be shipped safely and

expeditiously to any point wliere man lives and

thrives. Prom the womb of this factory all other

factories gathered their nourishment. From the

simple two strands of twisted wire with a barb

wrapped around both wires, came the impulse that

has been felt the wide world round. This old

factory building has witnessed many a struggle

of brain and muscle to overcome the difficultie.*

hedging the way. As no one had trodden tho

path before, it seemed to fall to the lot of Mr.

Haish to pioneer a route, which led to a process

of dipping the wire—the production of a spool

over which no advance has been made since, and

finally in the introduction of an automatic ma-

chine for manufacturing barbed wire, which be-

came the pattern from which all others drew their

inspiration. The patents on this machine were

considered the foundation patents and nia't'erially-;

assisted in adjusting the legal status of' ,'Mi\l .

Haish's rights in a court of equity in one of the

hardest fought legal battles of a generation ago.
'

These patents, together with the patents- and

claims upon barbed wire which be owned, won

for him a substantial victory, as it finally settled

all difficulties and contentions among the various

licenses and gave to him the right to conduct hi:

business without let or hindrance, which was the

only thing in controversy with him. Of that

famous coterie who trod the boards thirty years

ago, he is the only living representative in the

barbed wire business today. With one or two

exceptions the others have been "gathered unto

their fathers."

Leaving the old structure and its memories of

men and things, let us note what has transpired

since in the advancement of trade and commerce

and behold the growth and enterprise shown ir

wire and kindred industries in the size and extent

of the various departments devoted to mechanical

pursuits as shown in the buildings erected and

portrayed at the conclusion of this article, which

is convincing proof of the rapid stride made by

the Jacob Haish Company under the leadership

of its veteran president who is favorably known

wherever barbed wire has a foothold—whose repu-

tation as a philanthropist is beyond question,

while his local reputation as a landlord with a

numerous tenantry under his control, attest his

kindness of heart in deeds of charity. To the

needy poor he always extends the desired help and

the welcome sympathy—but woe betide the one

who seeks to prey upon his generosity or question
his integrity: it were i)etter a mill-stone were

hanged about his neck, etc. In the created indus-

tries which he fostered and maintained and which

will pass on to bless posterity, his memory will

ever be cherished. So "Requiescat m Face" thou

scion of sturdy German pn rentage
—whom the king

delighteth to honor.

DANIEL HOHM.

On the roster of county otficials in De Kail)

.county appears tliC name of Daniel Hohm, who is

occupying the position of sheriff in a most capable

arid: satisfactory manner. He was born in New

Yor^ City, on the 1.5th of September, 1860. and is

a. soil of Vincent and Charlotta (Snyder) Hohm,

both natives of Germany. There the father \^as

reared and early learned the shoemaker's trade.

As a young man he came to the United States

about 1855 and for a time worked at his trade in

the east, but in 18G3 came to Illinois, locating at

Piano. Kendall county, where he conducted a shoe

shop for several years. It was in 1878 that he

came to De Kalb county and settled on a farm,

devoting his attention to agricultural pursuits for

a time. Later he removed to Hinckley, where he

followed his trade until called to his final rest at

the age of seventy-four years. His widow now

makes her home with our subject and anotb.er

son, at the age of seventy-five years. She came

to the new world in girlhood.

Daniel Hohm passed his boyhood in Piano, Illi-

nois, where he attended the public schools until

ten years of age, when he began earning liis own

livelihood, his parents being in limited circum-

stances. He is therefore mainly self-educated.

He was engaged in farm work and the care of

horses both before and after coming to this county,

being foreman of the Glidden .stock farm for a

couple of years. He was engaged in the livery

business at Hinckley for a lime and a'so served a^

citv marshal.
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In 1885 Mr. Hohm was united in marriage to

Miss Bertha Bastian, a native of De Kalb county,

and to tliem have been born four children, namely :

^lae L., Lola Charlotte, Harley D. and George E.,

all at home. Politically he is prominently identi-

fied with the republican party and has taken quite

an active and influential part in public affairs.

Since coming to De Kalb county he lived con-

tinuously in Hinckley, with exception of two years

passed in De Kalb, until 1898, when he removed

to Sycamore, where he now owns and occupies a

beautiful home on North Locust street.

In was in 1898 that Mr. Hohm was first chosen

to the office of sheriff and after filling that position

for four years he was elected county treasur^^-r

for a term of four years. On his retirement from

that office he was re-elected county sheriff' in No-

\ember, 1906, his prompt, faithful and fearless

discharge of du.ty during his former incumbency

giving evidence of what might be expected in his

present term.

CAPTAIN E. P. SAFFOL'l).

Captain E. P. Safford, an honored veteran of the

Civil war, and at one time prominently identified

with the political work of De Kalb county, has

made his home for forty-eight years in Illinois.

For a long period he was classed among the sub-

stantial agriculturists of Mayfield township, where
he still owns one hundred and sixty acres of land

but he is now livmg retired in Sycamore. He was
horn at Gilmanton, New Hampshire, a son of

Charles and Mary Safford. From his native state

he removed to Massachusetts, where he lived for

a time, but on attaining man's estate and believing
that in the new and rapidly developing western

country he might more readily acquire a com-

petence, he made his way to Illinois forty-eight
years ago, and has since made his home in this

state.

Arrivmg in Illinois Mr. Safford was employed
at farm labor and was thus engaged until the out-
break of the Civil war, when his patriotic spirit
being aroused, he enlisted, in 1862, as a member of

Company A, One Hundred and Fifth Illinois

Volunteer Infantry under Captain H. D. Brown
and Colonel Dustin. Going to the front he partici-

pated in many important engagements and (in the

field displayed great valor and courage, so that ho

was soon promoted from the ranks to the position
of captain and given command of colored troops.

Captain Safford was wounded at Decalui'. Ala-

bama. After three years" meritorious service, he
was mustered out in Marcli, 186.5, being incapaci-
tated for further duty.

Returning from the war, he once more took up
his abode in De Kalb county, where he wa.-; soon

afterward married to Miss Sarah Safford, who was
likewise a native of the east. Mr. Safford was
elected sheriff of Dc Kalb county, which position
he capably filled for one term. He finally pur-
chased one hundred and sixty acres of land in

Mayfield townshi]), which he cultivated and im-

proved, carrying on general agriculiunil jiur.'-uits

throughout a long period. In liis work he always
followed the most practical methods of farm iabor
and was classed among the substantial citizens of
his locality. He still retains pos.session of tJiis

]n-operty but is now living in well earned case in

a pleasant home in Sycamoie. In addition to his

realty in De Kalb county, lie also owns land in

other western states.

Mr. Safford gives stalwart support to the repuli-
lican party and has taken an active jiart in local

political affairs. From ISoS until 1861 lie served
as deputy sheriff of Dc Kalij county and also
served for one term as sheriff. He has also filled

the office of supervisor, asses.sor, school director and
treasurer and in the.se various capacities he has

discharged his duties in a most prompt and effi-

cient manner. He holds membership in the Con-

gregational church at Sycamore. Mr. Safford has
lieen as loyal to the duties of

citizenship as he was
when on southern battle-fields he followed the
stars and stripes. He is honored and respected
wherever known and no one is more deserving of
mention in this volume that he who.se name intro-

duces this record.

GEORGE TERWILLIGER.

George Terwilliger, senior partner of the firm of

George Terwilliger & Company, dealers in coal,

lumber and building materials in De Kalb, is a

native of T'lster count v. New York, having been
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born in the town of Shawangunk, on the 11th of

May, 1842. His father, Levi H. Terwilliger, also

a native of Ulster county, was there reared and

spent his entire life. On reaching manhood he

engaged in farming and in the oiDeration of a saw-

mill, continuing his connection with those lines

of business until his death. He was a democrat in

political views but without aspiration for othce.

He married Fannie Terwilliger and died in the

year 1874. His wife is also deceased. They were

the parents of five children, all of whom survive,

namely : Leander, a resident of Humboldt, Iowa ;

George; Mary, the wife of C. W. Baker, of Ulster

county, New York; Eachel, the wife of William

Eobcrtson, of Minnesota; and Emma, the wife of

a Mr. Brock, of New York city.

George Terwilliger spent the first fourteen years

of his life in the place of his nativity and then

came to Illinois with his brother Leander, settling

in De Kalb county about twelve miles south of the

present city of De Kalb. The brothers began work-

ing as farm hands. This was in 18.56 and George

Terwilliger was employed for about ten years at

farm labor, spending the winter months, however,

as a pupil in the Broughton school. In the winter

of 186G-7 and also through the following winter

he taught in the district schools, while through the

sunimer months he traveled as a commercial sales-

man lor C. W. & W. W. Marsh, selling the :Marsh

harvester. In the fall of 1809 he came to De

Kalb and in partnership with Captain A. B. Pol-

lock built a grain elevator and engaged m the

grain business. Soon afterward he began dealing

in coal, lumber and building materials under the

firm style of Pollock & Terwilliger. Two years

later Captain Pollock died and in 1873 L. M. Mc-

Ewen became a member of the firm and from that

year until 1900 the business was conducted under

the firm style of L. M. ]\IcEwen & Coinj)any. In

1900 j\lr. McEwen retired from active business and

F. L. Terwilliger, the second son of George Ter-

williger, became a member of the firm and business

has since been carried on under the name of

George Terwilliger & Company. They conduct the

leading business in their line in De Kalb, having

a large trade in coal, lumber and building ma-

terials. Success in a mercantile venture is never

the result of chance. It results from the fact that

the merchant carries goods which the public de-

mands, that his prices are reasonable and his

methods hone,st, and adilcd to this he iniisi possess

energy, enterprise and executive ability. Lacking
in none of these requisites, Mr. Terwilliger has

long maintained a prominent position as one of the

leading business men of De Kalb.

In 187.3 occurred the marriage of Jlr. Terwilli-

ger and lAIiss Ginevra I). Snow, a daughter of

Pearler and Lois (Gurler) Snow of De Kalb. They
have become the ]iarents of five sous and a daugh-
ter: Poy L., who is chief of the designing depart-
ment in the retail store of Marshall Field & Com-
pany of Chicago; Fay L., who i^j associated with
his father in business: Pearley S., who has recently
located and resides upon a homestead claim In

New Mexico; George Covell, assistant cashier of

the First National Baid< ol' De Kalb; and Ginevra
E. and Percy E., both at home. The family is

prominent in social circles of the city and to the

members of the household is freely accorded the

hospitality of many of the best homes of De Kalb.

Mr. Terwilliger is a stanch rcpui)lican in politics,

casting his first vote for .Vbrabam Lincoln, and for

two terms has served as alderman of this citv. He
is not, however, an active politician in the sense

of office seeking Imt he keeps well informed on the

questions and issues of the day and in matters of

citizenship is progressive and public spirited, with-

holding liis support lioiii no movement or measure
which l)o deems will |irove of general liencfit.

THOMAS .TEFFKh'SOX WINDERS.

Thomas Jefferson Windeis. editor and pro|)i-ie-

tor of the Malta Hecard and Crcstoii Obscrrer, was

bom in Nevada City, Colorado, January ".^O, 1863,

a son of John N. and .Susan (Powell) Winders,

both of whom were luitives of Washington county,

Maryland, the former born in 1829 antl the latter

in 1834. In 18.55 the i>arents came to Illinois,

settling in Polo, but after two years removed to St.

Joseph, Missouri, where they remained for a year

and a half. On tlie expiration of that period they

removed to Nevada City, Colorado. The father

was both a civil and mining engineer and he

opened and conducted a gold and silver mine,

which he owned for some time, later disposing of it

to an English syndicate. He remained in Nevada

City until 1875 and then removed to Silver Plume,



478 PAST AND PEESENT OF DE KALB COUXTY.

Colorado, wliere he lived until liis death, which

occurred in 1897. In 1871, Mrs. Winders, accom-

panied by her little son, returned to Polo, Illinois,

and there resided until called to her final rest

March 28, 1905, at the age of seventy-two years,

four months and ten days.

Mr. A\'inders of this review was educated in the

public schools of Polo and in the Xorthern Illinois

College of Fulton, this state. Subsequently he

spent one v-ear as a student in the Xorthern Indi-

ana Xormal College at Valparaiso. He remained

a resident of Polo until 1882, after which his

time was divided between Clinton and Chicago
until 1894. When the printing office was removed

from Crestou to JIalta Mr. Winders came to the

latter place and has since been editor-in-chief of

the Malta Eerord and Crcston Observer and is like-

wise the owner of the paper. He made this a

liright, newsy sheet, well edited and carefully con-

ducted, also from the mechanical and financial

standpoints, so that the enterprise is proving a

success viewed in every way. In addition to his

printing plant and the business connected there-

with, Mr. Winders is the o\raer of three hundred

and twenty acres of land in Thomas county, Kan-
sas, anil a residence in Malta.

On tlie 15th of July, 1896, in Malta. ]\Ir. Win-
ders was united in marriage to Mrs. Alice Anna

Chapell, who was born in Egremont, Berkshire

county, :Massachusetts, Xovember 3, 18G5. Her
father, Irwin DeWitt Baldwin, was born in Tyring-
hain, :\Iassachusetts, January 20, 1815, and spent
a great many years of his life in Great Barrington,
that state, but afterward removed to Egremont,
where he built a large furniture factory. He
served as state senator and was very prominent and
influential in public life, leaving the impress of
his individuality for good upon the state legisla-
tion and upon publip thought and action. He was
a most active worker in the ranks of his party,
also took a prominent part in church matters and
possessed considerable musical talent. He married
Clarissa Smith Booth, who was born in Chatham,
Columbia county, Xew York, October 16, 1817,'
and died at Malta, Illinois, March 9, 1904. Mr!
Baldwin died at Esremont, :\rassachusetts on the
30th of April, 1889.

I\Irs. Winders is the youngest of the four chil-
dren in the Baldwin family and two of the num-
ber are now deceased. She was educated in the

public and liigh schools of Massachusetts, com-

pleting her education at a private young ladies

academy. She studied music under the best Ger-

man professors and held lucrative positions as

organist in the Congregational and Methodist

churches of Berkshire county. She was also leader

of a large chorus choir. After coming to Malta,

Illinois, she united with the Congregational church
and was appointed organist, which position she

Iield for seven years, and she has been clerk of the

church for twenty-two years. She is very active

in all church work, is a leader in social affairs and
a great reader, having a beautiful library in her

home. She is a woman of progressive ideas and i.':

possessed of unusual intellect, culture and ability.
On the 27th of August, 1884, she became the witV

of Clarence E. Chapell, who died March 8, 1893,

and three years later she gave her hand in marriage
to Mr. Winders.

^Ir. Winders is also a member of the Congre-
gational church of Malta and belongs to Creston

lodge, Xo. 328, A. F. & A. M.
;
to the Enights of

Pythias lodge, X'o. 501: to the Knights of the

Globe, X^o. 152; to the iloilern Woodmen camp,
Xo. 217; and to the Jlystic Workers, X'o. 52. He
is a stalwart advocate of republican principles,

publishes his paper in the interests of that party
and is chairman of the coimty republican com-
mittee. He is serving his second term as justice of

the peace. He is an advocate of all that tends to

secure reform, progress and improvement in the

city and is accorded a foremost position in journal-
istic ranks in this part of the state. He is also

meeting with financial success in his venture. He
and his wife live in a beautiful home on Main
street and are among De Kalb county's best citi-

zens.

EOT'IS HAROLD MAESTOX.

Louis Harold Marston is an architect whose
work needs no other proof or recommendation than
the evidence presented in the fine structures he has

designed. In various parts of the county are

found beautiful and substantial Imildings mod-
eled after the plans he has executed, and he Is

now
closely associated in his profession with the

building interests of De Kalb.
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.Mr. ilarston is a native of Grant count}-. Wis-

consin, born December 19, 1859. His father, John

K. Marston, was born in Kentucky in 18.3-1, and in

early mauhood wedded Minerva Manlove, who^e

l)irth occurred in Schuyler county, Illinois, in

1836. The father engaged in cari^entry and also

in ojierating in the lead mines. He was a son of
.

James Marston, a captain of the Black Hawk war,

who entered the army from Wisconsin. Three un-

cles of our subject in the maternal line fougiit

in the war of the Eebellion, so that the family has

a creditable military record. John R. Marston is

still living, Init his wife pas.sed away in Indiana

in October, 1904. In their family were six chil-

dren, of whom Louis Harold is the second.

In taking up the personal history of our subject

we present to our readers the life record of one

who, in his business connections, is widely laiowji

not only in De Kalb but also in northern Illinois.

Honored and respected by all who know liim, he has

made an excellent reputation as a business man,
not only by reason of the success he has achieved,

but also owing to the straightforward policy he has

ever followed. He acquired his preliminary edu-

cation in the common schools of Wisconsin and

Illinois, and completed his course at the Northern

Indiana Normal School of Valparaiso as member
of the class of 1881. He afterward entered the

contracting business with his brother, operating at

Minneapolis, Minnesota, and at Grand Forks,

North Dakota.' In 1883 he went to Chicago,

where he entered the office of W. A. Furber, with

whom he remained four years. He riext became an

employe of the well known firm of Holabird Si

Roche, architects, with whom he continued for

three years, when, in 1890, he formed a partner-

.ship with R. B. Hotchkin. This connection was

maintained until 189.5, since which time he has

been alone in business. He has followed his pro-

fession in Indiana, in the state of Washington, in

Chicago and now in De Kalb, and is known as a

foremost representative of his profession in north-

ern Illinois and in the northwest as well. He has

designed important and beautiful buildings in sev-

eral cities, including the Tacoma building at the

corner of Madison and La Salle streets, Chicago,

at which time he was in the employ of Holabird ,i

Roche; also the Sheridan Military post, including

the barracks' hospital, commandant house and the

colonels' and captains' residences. This work wa-;

done in collaboration witli William Swern while la

the employ of Holabird & Roche, lie also designed
the Carnegie library at Kokomo, Indiana; was the

architect of the Grace English Lutheran churcli at

the corner of Belden avenue and Larrabee streets

in Chicago; and the residences of J. K. Farley
and P. A. Stark at Edgcwater; the residence of

J. M. Wilder at Sheridan Park; flie home of E.

A. Storey at Riverside; and the home of Melville

Clark in Chicago. He likewise furnished the do-

signs for the residence of James Devine at Syca-

more; for David Klein at Rochelle, Illinois; and

several apartment buildings for Jerome P. Boweg

in Chicago. His work in De Kalb county in-

cludes the residences of Charles Anderson, J. E.

Johnson, J. V. Shipman, F. L. Charles, Peter

Christenson, Edwin Kool, and several houses for

G. W. Vandergrift. The buildings of more pub-
lic nature include three apartment buildings for

Sherman Boardman; and an apartment building

"for J. Cortopassi; a store building for John

LTehlin; a double store building for J. S. Wilt-

berger; two store buildings for John Dav}-; a store

building for H. E. Heise; the Ladies' Club and

park pavilion for the city; the patrol barn for the

city : the piano factory and the De Kalb HospitdL

All this indicates his high standing in professional

circles and the splendid nature of his work. He

has long since advanced from the ranks of the

many to stand among the more successful few In

his chosen calling and is now classed with the

prominent architects of this portion of the state.

Mr. Marston was married, December 19, 1881,

at Harvard, Illinois, to Miss Ella M. Ellis, who

was born in Delavan, Wisconsin. July 31, 18G1.

Her father, James Ellis, was also a native of

Delavan, and died while serving his country in

the Civil war. Mrs. Marston's mother, who in her

maidenhood was Miss Marcia V. Cliapin, was born

in Saginaw, Michigan, in 1846, and is now de-

cea.sed. Mrs. Marston was the only child of their

marriage. By her marriage she has become the

mother of four children : Mabel C, born Maich

15, 1884; Louis H., born December 23, 1887;

Marcia Y., born November 8, 1890; and Leonard

L.. born April 25, 1892.

Mr. Marston is a member of the Masonic lodge,

the Elks lodge and the Fraternal Order of Eagles,

and is thoroughly in sym])athy with the beneficent

principles of these organizations. In politics lie
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is a republican. He is not a member of any

church, but is a believer in the tenets of Chris-

tian Science. He has justly won the proud Amer-

ican title of a self-made man, for he started out

to win his own way in the world as a farm hand

and in early life also followed school teaching.

By industry and energy he has improved the tal-

ents which nature bestowed upon him and has

made rapid and continuous advancement in liis

profession until he has won more than local re-

nown. In fact his ability places him among the

foremost representatives of his calling in the

middle west. His efforts have ever been discern-

ingly directed along well defined lines of labor and

he has gained that recognition which always re-

wards merit well displayed. He and his family

reside on South First street in De Kalb and are

prominent socially, heing numbered among the

best residents of the city.

DWKniT K. CJ^OFOOT.

Dwight K. Crofoot, deceased, was one of the most

respected and best loved citizens of Sandwich.

He came to De Kalb county in early life, and as the

years passed by made an excellent record as one

whose business career was crowned with success

and whose methods were in strict conformity with

a high standard of commercial ethics. Moreover,

iie was one who held sacredly all the ties of home

and friendship. A gentleman of attractive social

qualities he won favorable regard wherever he was

known and when he was called to his final rest

there was a univm'sal feeling of deep sorrow and

regret in the city and county of his residence.

Born in Turin, I^wis county, Xew York, his

natal day was November 19, 1851. and his parents
were Kussell D. and Hannah M. (Rent) Crofoot,

natives of Connecticut and Xew York respectively.

lien\oving to the west during the youth of our sub-

ject, they spent their remaining days in De Kalb

county, and the father laid out that part of Sand-
wich west of Main street to the fair grounds. He
sold property on the installment plan, allowing
creditors to have any lengtli of time they desired

to make payments and thus enabled many to ob-

tain homes who other\\'ise could not have done so.

A man of benevolent spirit, his charity was thus

of a practical character and its beneficence imme-

diate and far-reaching. He was a believer in the

faith of the Universalist church and he and his

wife attended its services. The latter died in

January, 1897, at the age of eighty-three years,

while Mr. Crofoot passed away in 1904. Tlieir

family numbered four children: Adelbert B.,

who is engaged in the wholesale boot and shoe

trade in Peoria; Anna E., who died at the age of

thirteen years; Dwight K.
;
and Ealph, who died

at the age of four years.

Dwight K. Crofoot began his education in the

public schools of his native town and continued

his studies for a brief period following the removal

of the family to Illinois in the year 1869. His

elder brother, Adelbert, was already engaged in

business in Sandwich and it was to this place that

:\rr. Crofoot came on leaving the east. Putting

aside his text-books, he was employed as a salesman

in a dry-goods store, and afterward joined his

lirother and C. H. Pratt in the conduct of a similar

enterprise under the firm style of Crofoot Brothers

& Pratt. The latter retired and after a few years

the mercantile firm of Crofoot Brotheis & ilan-

chester was formed, and when Adelbert Crofoot

withdrew two years later, the finn name of Crofoot

& Manchester was assumed, so continuing for

twenty years. These two decades constituted a

period of gratifying prosperity in the life of the

firm. Their trade constantly increased, growing to

large proportions, and the house ever maintained

an unassailable reputation as one whose business

integrity was above question and whose enterprise

was most commendable and exemplary. On re-

tiring from the field of commercial activity ^Ir.

Crofoot did not put aside business cares but was

connected more or less actively with many im-

portant industrial and financial concerns. On

leaving the store he entered the Sedgwick Bank

for two weeks and there remained for two years.

In June, 1897, he was appointed assignee of the

Sandwich Enterprise Company, in which capacity

he served for three years, when, in connection with

S. P. Sedgwick he purchased the business. At his

death Mr. Crofoot owned two-thirds of the stock,

which is now owned by his wife and children. He

was also secretary of the Oak Ridge Cemetery As-

sociation for years and it was through his efforts

that clear titles to all lots were obtained, for pre-

vious to this time titles were absolutelv of no
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accdiint. Mr. Croloot was also one of the or-

gan ixcrs of the Sandwicli Fail- Asi=ociat)on and

verv active in its promotion and development. He
was widely known as a business man, of marked

cnteiprise, displaying a keen discernment wliich

readily enabled him to solve intricate piolilcMns
and ])lace upon a substantial basis the interests

wliich led not only to individual success but also

contributed to general prosperity.

On the 18th of February. 1875, was celebrated

the marriage of Mr. Crofoot and Miss Minnie A.

Chapman, a daughter of Cajitain S. M. (.'hapman.
who spent much of his early life as a sailor and
was captain of vessels on the ocean and (Jreat

Eakes. He visited many countries in this cajiacity

and his anecdotes and reminiscences enriched his

conversation and made him a most entertaining

roinpanioii. During his later life he was corre-

spondent for a number of papers. Years prior to

his death he retired from business life and he

passed away in 1903. He had long sui-vived his

wife, who bore the maiden name of Elizabeth

Spencer, and who died on the 8th of Decendjer,

1874. .Mr. and Mrs. Crofoot have a daughter,
Clara E., now the wife of Albert H. Adams, with

the Xational City Bank of Chicago, while the

other daughters, Olive, Hazel' E., Hannah and

Doris Kathlyn, are at home. Their only son.

Ralph C, born February 27, 1879, died .Tan nary

20, 1891.

The death of the Inisband and fatlier occurrcil

April 22, 1905, when he was in his fiftv-fourth

year. His life was one of signal usefulness. His

political allegiance was given to the democracy
and he frequently represented his party as a dele-

gate in various conventions. For years he was a

member of the board of review but political lionois

and emoluments had no attraction for him. He

served, however, as alderman of this city, and as a

member of the school lioaid did miuli in shaping
the educational policy of Sandwich and in pro-

moting the interests of the school. He preferred,

however, to aid public progress as a private citizen

and his co-operation was never Avithheld from any

plan or movement wdiich he deemed would prove

of actual benefit. He was never reserved or ret-

icent in manner but on the contrary possessed a

jovial, cordial disposition that went out in sym-

pathy and kindliness to all with whom he came

in contact. In spirit he was amialili- and his

.iovial, hearty good nature was apparent to all.

lie regarded it a privilege a.s well as a duty to

assist those in trouble and the poor and needy
found in him a friend. In his home life he was

largely an uh'al husband and father, considering
no personal sacrilice on his part too great if it

would promote the happiness and welfare of his

wife and children. It is in his home that his

death caused an incalculable lo>s but the memory
cherished tlierc is a most precious one. The
circle of his friends, too, was almost co-cxtcusive

with the circle of his aecpiaintanee and there wa."

in him not only a kindly spirit but also great

strength of character that made him stand every-

wdiere in support of whatever he believed to be

right and follow out a course of action wi(h un-

swerving loyalty. He looked at life from a

broad and practical standpoint that enal)leil him to

use the opportunities at hand not only for his busi-

ness but for the public welfare, and he knew, too,

the rare joy of living
—that satisfaction and happi-

ness which comes from consideration of the rights

of others and from close adherence to high etincal

standards.

ALFEEI) P. SELF.

Alfred 1'. Self, who is now engaged in g(.'neral

merchandising at I )e Ivalli. was lnu-n in England.

October 9, 18G8. His father, Ciiarles Self, is a

native of that c<nintry and was a miller by trade.

He wedded ]\fary Ann I'aliiier. who was also born

in England, and in 187 1 they came to the I'nited

States, taking up their abode at Malta. Tiiere were

eleven children born of this nuirriage. of wiiom

four are now deceased.

Alfred P. Self was (he eighth child and is a

product of the puldie schools of De Kalb county.

When his education was completed he began farm-

ing, continuing actively in the work until nineteen

years of age. He was afterward employed in a

machine shop for three years and sulisequently

spent eight years in the employ of the Northwest-

ern Eailway Company. For si.\ years he has been

conducting a general store, this being his business

connection at the present time.

Mr. Self was married in Sycamore. Illinois,

November 25, 189';. in K'ose M. Samiile. who was
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born in Sycamore, May 6, 1878, a daughler of

Thomas and Lillie Sample, the former a native oi

Canada and the latter of the state of New York.

Thev came to De Kalb coxmty at an early date and

are now living in Sycamore. Mrs. Self is the

oldest of four children and by her maniage has

two children: Leslie M. and Louis M. The

familv home is at No. 720 South Second street,

which property Mr. Self owns. He is a memlier

of the Mystic Workers lodge No. 31, and attends

the Congregational church, while his political

support is given the repulilican party. Industry

and honesty are the basis of his success and he is

now well known in business circles in De Kalb.

He and his wife are people of culture and refine-

ment, he'mg lovers of education and music and

their many good qualities are passports into the

best societv of De Kail).

LOEENZO CLAEK SCHEPMERHOEN.

Lorenzo Clark Schermerhorn, for many years

connected with industrial and commercial inter-

ests in De Kail), is now engaged in dealing in

coal, lumber and builders' supplies and has gaine>l

a measure of success that places him among the

foremost merchants of the city. A native of New

York, he was born at Cape Vincent, August 21,

1845. The Schermerhorns are descended from old

Dutch stock and came to this country at an early

period in its colonization and later furnished manv

Ijright men to the nation.

Lorenzo Q'. Schermerhorn is a son of Henry and

Miranda Schermerhorn, who removed from the

Empire state to Illinois when their son was bur

six months old, settling in Aurora. Later they took

up their abode near Waterman, De Kalb county,

where the father entered a claim of three hundred

acres of government land, his remaining days being
devoted to its cultivation and improvement. In

connection with his farming enterprises, he also

engaged in carpentering and was one of the mo^t

extensive builders in his day iii his section of the

county. He died at the venerable age of ninety-

Iwo years. His wife was also born in the Black-

river country, near Watcrtown, New York, and

was a member of a prominent and influential fani-

ily, being an own cousin of Governor Joel Mat-

teson, of Illinois while many others of the family

v.-ere prominent in professional and business life.

L. C. Schermerhorn was reared in his parents"

home and learned the trade of a carpenter and

builder under his father's instruction. In Novem-

Ijer, 1868, he married Miss Mary Josephine Stew-

art, a daughter of Charles N. and Phoebe J.

(Andrus) Stewart. The Stewarts were of old

Scotch Presbyterian stock and came to tliis coun-

try at an early day, locating in JohiLstown, New

York. Their descendants figured prominently in

public affairs in that section of the state. Major

.john Little, a relative, was promoted for bravery

displayed in the defense of Johnstown in the Rev-

olutionary war. He was the great-grandfather of

Mrs. Schermerhorn. In the maternal line she is

de.scended from James Andrus, also an officer of

the Revolution and one of the very wealth\- and

influential men of Saratoga Springs of that day.

In the spring of 1869, soon after his marriage,

ilr. Schermerhorn came to De Kalb and has since

been connected with its business development.

For several years he followed the trade of car-

pentering and building, but later began dealing

in coal, lumber and builders' supplies and has de-

\eloped a trade which places him among the lead-

ing business men of De Kalb. He is energetic,

diligent and determined and his business meth-

ods have advanced hun far on the high road to

success. His social relations connect him with the

Knights of Pythias and his political belief with

the republican party. He is well known in De

Kalb, where he has made his home for thirty-

eight years, and his wide circle of friends in indic-

ative of the warm regard in which he is uni-

fonnly held.

HORATIO H. :\IASON.

No history of De Kalli county would Vie com-

plete without mention of Horatio H. ^Mason, who

in the spring of 1853 located at Sycamore, his

first home here being a log cabin that stood in .the

midst of a farm that is now included within the

corporation limits of the city. For many years he

was prominent in business life and his interests

were largely of a nature that contributed to general

progress and improvement as well as to individual
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success. In all of his dealing.s he was striitU rcli-

ahle. His path was never strewn with tlii' wi'cck

of other nien"s fortunes and on the contrary was

characterized Ijv straightforward and honoralile

di'alint;', his success heing due to his sound busi-

ness judgment, his keen sagacity and his improve-

ment of op])ortunities which others might have

seen.

Mr. Mason was a native of the town of Warren.

Herkimer county. New York, where his birth

occurred February 19, 1839. Family history has

it that there are three distinct branches of Masons

in America and that the ancestry is traced back to

John Mason, a Puritan, who in 1630 braved the

dangers of ocean travel and settled in Massachu-

setts. He was a man of prominence who took an

active part in settling the Piquod war. Colonel

George Mason, a member of the p]nglish parlia-

ment, established another branch of the family in

Virginia and representatives of that line became

prominent in the war of the Eevolution. The

ancestral line of Horatio ilason was ti'accfl liack

to Sampson Mason, known as the "Baptist otHcer""

of .Cromwell's army. He was proliably a member

of the Old Ironsides regiment and a radical. He

emigrated to America about 16.50. prior to Crom-

well's defeat, and established his home in Massa-

chusetts. An interesting history attaches to the

life of this man as well as to that of his several

descendants, by which the strain is brmi,i;bt down

to the present. Sampson ilason settled at IJelio-

both, Massachusetts, and although owning property

at Swansea, which he was instrumental in estab-

lishing, never removed there. In eailier genera-

tions the family lived in Ehode Islaiul or Massa-

chusetts, near the border. One of the founders of

Swansea became a man of substance and one of the

proprietors of the "North Purchase,"' afterward

the town of Attleboro. He advanced thirteen

pounds, five shillings and ten pence for tlie prose-

cution of King Phillips war, which amount was

voted to his wife after his death just at the close of

the war. Sampson Mason died in Eehoboth, and

was buried September 15, 1676. He married Mary

Butterworth, who died August 29, 1714.

To Sampson Mason and wife thirteen children

were born of whom Peletiah was eleventh. He was

born in 1669, married May 23, 1699, Hepzibah

Brooks, daughter of Timothy and Mary (Eussell)

Brooks. The latter was a daughter of Elder John

Russell. Sr.. a noted divine of the colony. l'eleli;ili

.Mason dieil .Marcli 39, 176:3, at the age of ninety-
four years. He was the last of six brothers, all of

whom attained seventy years or over. Three of

the .sons of Peletiah Mason were ministers. Job.

Eussell and John were succe.ssively ministers of the

Second Baptist church of Sw-ansea, Massachusetts.

According to old records, Job was a minister for

over forty-seven years and was thirty-seven years
an elder. Eev. Russell, ninth in a family of t(>n

children, was pastor of the Baptist church at

Swansea over forty years. He was born .\piil 31.

1714, and married Ehoda Kingsley, June '>. I't'-Ui.

iiy whom he had thirteen children, of whom Phillip
was fifth. The latter, born January 29, 1745, mar-

ried Mary Scott, born in March, 1745. Of their

twelve children, Eus.sell was second. He was born

in Providence. Rhode Ishuid. February 35, 1769,

and married Ruth Lnpliain. Ixu-n in Smitlifie'd,

Rhode Island, April 4. l^ilii. He removed to

Fairfield, Herkimer county. New York, in 1794.

where he owned a large timber tract, which he

cleared and converted into a fine farm, but later

moved to Warren, New Yoik. Hiram, sevenMi in

the family of nine children born to Eussell and

Euth Ma.'ion, was born in the town of Warren,

Herkimer county. New York, September 17, ISO.").

Hiram ^lason. an active, trading, business uum,

]iushed his speculations in real estate into the state

of ^Michigan, where on one of his ntunerous trips,

he died September 14, 1835, and was followed five

months later, February 29, ]S3(!. by his wife, who

was Miss Fannie Brown. She was boni in Geiinan

Flats, Herkimer county. New York, August 9,

1808, and was the daughter of Henry and \\'ealthy

(Able) Brown, lioth of whom were nati\i's of

Colchester. Connecticut. The former died at the

age of si.xty-three years, while residing in ids

native county.

The Masons seem to have all been men of stiong

physical and mental attainments, men of energy

and brains, resourceful. indi']iendent and ^oW-

reliant. Left an orphan at the age of .seven years,

Horatio Mason was reared by his maternal grand-

father and an uncle. He was dependent upon his

own resources for a living, however, from a very

early age and before he had completed his first de-

cade he was earning six and eight dollars per

month for his services on the farm, while many
other bovs received only their lioard and clothes.
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W'lu^ii sevt'iitcen years of age ilr. Ma.'^on went

ro Culpeper eounty, Virginia, and being recom-

mended by an acquaintance to a merchant in

Shenandoah valley he was told that if he would

break a certain colt to ride that he would be sent

on a collecting tour. Having all his life been

familiar w-ith horses the task was an easy one, and

so successful was he in making collections that he

was given a position as clerk in the store, and there

remained for two years.

Upon his return to Herkimer county, New York,

'Sir. Mason was married in the village of Little

Lakes, February 28, 1850, to Miss Mary E. Tread-

way, who was born in the town of Warren. Xew
York, April 18, 1832, her parents being Bella and

Philotheta (Marshall) Treadway. Her father was

an attorney and tlie son of David Treadway, a

farmer, who was one of the pioneers of Herkimer

county. Her mother w'as a daughter of John

IMarsliall. who died at the age of ninetv-seven

year!!, and who was so clear of mind and strong of

body that he was able to transact business up to the

date of his death.

About two years after his marriage ^Ir. ilason

came to the west, traveling through jiarts of Michi-

gan, Wisconsin and Illinois with a view of selecting

a location. His choice fell upon Sycamore and in

the spring of 1853 he was joined here bv his

family. He then purchased one hundred and sixty
acres of land on which was a log cabin—one of the

pioneer homes of the then embryo town. Long
since this primitive dwelling has been replaced
with a commodious residence but the Mason home-
stead still stands upon the farm, although long
since the land has been divided and used for town
lots. On coming to the cotmty Mr. Mason at

once began to cultivate and improve the farm,

planting an orchard and ornamental trees and

bringing the fields under cultivation. Today the

fann is city property, dotted here and there with
comfortable residences. Mr. Mason began specu-
lating in land soon after arriving in De Kalb

county and for many years continued in that field.

He was an e.xcellent judge of properties, setting a

correct valuation thereon, and he was thus enabled
to make judicious purchases and profitable sales.

At times he owned seven or eight thousand acres
of land in Hlinois and nearly half as much in

Iowa. In 1871, in connection with James S.

Waterman, he established the First National Bank

of Sycamore, which was the first enterprise of the

kind in De Kalb county. As vice president he

assumed the entire management of the banJc, with

which he w^as connected until 1875, w^hen he sold

hi? stock therein. He became a stockholder in the

Sycamore & Cortland Railroad and assisted in its

promotion and construction. For some time he

was in the abstract business as a member of the

firm of Bailey & Mason. The last years of his

life were devoted merely to the supervision of his

financial and real-estate interests.

In 1882 Mr. Mason was called iipon to mourn
the loss of his wife, who died on the 25th of Augusi
nf that year. Two of their four children died in

infancy. Those still living are Florence and IMaud

M. The former is the wife of Walter Ix)omis, a

real-estate dealer in De Kalb county, and they

occupy the old Mason homestead. They are repre-
sented on another page of this volume. The second

daughter married H. H. Halliday, of Cairo, Illi-

nois.

Mr. Mason was a radical democrat until 1896,
when he gave his political allegiance to the repub-
lican party. He was never an aspirant for office

and continually refused to serve in public posi-

tions, save that for one term he was alderman.
The death of :Mr. :\Iason occurred January 27,

1905, after he had been a resident of the county
for fiftv-two years. His name was honored where-
ever he was known. He had a strong personality,
a keen perception and excellent business judgment.
De Kalb profited by his efforts in her behalf and
in his business career he gained a measure of suc-

cess that was indeed gratifying, but more than

that, he won the respect and honor of his fellow-

men Ijy the honorable methods which he followed.

WALTER H. TOWNSEND.

Walter H. Townsend, following the occupation
of farming on section 17, Cortland township, was
born May 1, 1874, his father being Henry Town-

send, a farmer of the same township. In the

common schools the son pursued his education and

early in his business career was engaged for two

years in selling milk in Sycamore. He also worked

by the month as a farm hand for some time and
two years ago began operating the old home-
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stead jjlace on his own account. Here he has

since resided and the farm is under an excellent

state of cultivation, owing to the care and labor

which he bestows on the fields. He has eighty

acres of land and he manages the home property,

carrying on agricultural pursuits and the dairy

business. The place is well improved, has good

buildings xipon it, and everything about the farm

is indicative of his careful supervision and progres-

sive methods.

In March, 1899, occurred the marriage of

Walter H. Townsend and Miss Lettie Townsend,

of De Kalb, and a daughter of William Townsend,

an early settler here. In his political views Mr.

Townsend of this review is a republican and

without aspiration for office, preferring to give his

time and energies to his business affairs. He

belongs to the Modern Woodmen camp at Syca-

more and in this order and outside of it he is

favorably known, having good qualities whicii

have won for him many warm friendships.

EEV. A. W. STAEK.

Rev. A. W. Stark, a leading and al)le divine of

the Swedish Lutheran church, now located at De

Kalb, was born in Sweden on the 2d of November,

1854. His parents, John G. and jMartha Chris-

tina Johnson, were also natives of that country.

The father was born in 1824 and came to Amer-

ica in 1875, settling first in Pennsylvania, where

he remained for twelve years, when in 1887 he

came to Illinois. His remaining days were passed

at Rockford, where his death occurred in 1897,

his wife surviving him until 1905. They were the

parents of seven children, of whom three are now

ordained ministers.

Rev. A. W. Stark spent the first eighteen years

of his life in the land of his nativity and then

bade adieu to friends and country, coming to the

new world in 1873. He established his home in

Pennsylvania, where he remained three years, and

then removed to Jamestown, New York, where he

attended the public schools for a time and later

was employed as salesman in a dry-goods store.

In January, 1878, he came to Illinois and en-

tered Augustana College, Rock Island. He was

graduated from the college in 1883 and completed

the regular seminary course in 1885. Soon after

his graduation he was ordained to the ministry

at Rockford, Illinois, and his first charge was at

Round Rock. Texas. In the fall of 1886 he

accepted a call from the church at Des Moines,

Iowa, where he remained for five years, or until

1891, when he came to De Kalb. Since that time

he has been pastor of the Swedish Lutheran church

in this city, covering a period of sixteen years.

On the 14th of January, 1886, in Chicago,

Illinois, Rev. Stark was united in marriage to

Miss Wilhelmina Peterson, who was born in that

city on the 5th of November, 1862. Her parents

were natives of Sweden but both are now deceased.

At the time of her marriage Mrs. Stark was act-

ing as nurse at Augustana Hospital of Chicago. She

is a lady of culture and refinement, who nas been

of much assistance to her husband in his churcn

work, possessing a kindly disposition and genial

manner which makes her popular with the parish-

ioners. The home of Mr. and Mrs. Stark has

been blessed with eight children : Minnie E., born

January 17, 1887; Carl F. E., May 1, 1889;

Paul W., January 29, 1892 ;
Luther N., September

23, 1893
;
AVilliara J. Melanchthon, who was born

December 30, 1896, and died in 1897; Esther

Corona, born May 14, 1898; Ebba Marie Lillian,

born March 31, 1901 : and August William, :\Iarch

26, 1903.

The church of which Mr. Stark has charge has

a large membership, numbering about eleven

hundred, and is a very strong and potent influence

for good in De Kalb and throughout this part of

the county. In his various relations of public

and private life Rev. Stark has always been the

same earnest, upright, capable and courteous gen-

tleman, winning and retaining the confidence and

esteem of all who know him and gaining the love

of his people. He possesses good business ability,

which is a valuable factor in church work, and

added to this is his untiring zest and zeal in be-

half of the cause which he preaches. At various

times he spoke in both English and Swedish and

is an earnest and effective speaker, possessing good

oratorical ability and rare powers of exhortation,

bringing home to the hearts and conscience of his

hearers a knowledge of the truth and a recog-

nition of their shortcomings. Under his guidance

the church at De Kalb has made substantial

growth, not only numerically but in spiritual de-
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wlupiiiunt as well, and tlie various societies and

workiug forces of the ehurcli are uow iu well or-

ganized condition. Always deeply interested in

philanthropic work, especially the care of or-

phans, he has been connected witli the Swedish

Eutlieran Orphan's Home for many years and has

been president of the board of that institution

for the past seven years, serving iu that capacity

at the present time. There are nearly one hundred

children in the home. Both Mr. and Mrs. Stark

are greatly beloved and their influence for good
can scarcely l)e over estimated.

GEOBGE P. WILD.

George i'. Wild, di'ceased, was lor many vears

one of the successful and prominent business meu
of Sycamore. He was born in Valatie, Columbia

county. Xew York, May IS, 183(i, and was a son

of Xatbaii and Sarah (Henry) Wild. His father

was a native of Manchester, England, and nn

coming to America early in the nineteenth century
located on the Hudson at Valatie, New York,

where he engaged in business as a cotton print

manufacturer. He brought from England all th.'

machinery for his cotton mill and in after years
made fre(|uent trips to that country for repairs
and material for bis business, which was carried

on for many years by the family. His wife was
born in Providence, Ehode Island.

(icorge P. Wild devoted most of his time to the

acquirement of an education until he was seven-

teen years of age. He then entered business lif.'

as a salesman in the mercantile house of Freeland,

Squiers & Company, of New York city, where he

remained until the spring of 1857, when he came
to Sycamore, Illinois. He is numbered among
the pioneer merchants of the city. Soon after his

arrival the firm of Eogers, Wild & Smith was
established and afterward became Rogers & Wild.
Another change induced the adoption of the firm

style of G. P. Wild & Co. From an early age he
was recognized as one of the prominent merchants
of De Kalb county and conducted a business which
grew proportionately with the development of this

part of the state and its increase in population.
In later life he became interested in the bank-

ing house of Daniel Pierce & Company and in the
Pierce Tru.'^t and Savings Bank, of which he was

a director from the time of its organization unc;l

his death, though he took no active part in the

l)usiness. His name was ever recognized as valu-

able in the growth, development and material pros-

perity of the county.

Mr. Wild's business career was of the truly

pioneer character. His field for trade extended

over De Kalb, Ogle, Boone, McHenry and ivane

counties. The goods in his earlier business career

were hauled from Cortland to Sycamore by wag-
ons. It was not until 1859 that trains ran into

Sycamore. The finn of Wild & Bogers was one

of those pioneer establishments that laid the foun-

dations of the fortunes of the individuals of the

company. Success came to him because of his

known integrity and of a cheerful cordiality that

was a marked trait of character during his whole

life, even after ill health had compelled retuv-

ment from business.

He was a man who made lasting friends, was

loyal to his city, and a mover in many of her

enterprises. He was an officer in the Universalist

society for years and unless prevented by ill health

was a constant attendant at its church service,

ilr. Wild died in Sycamore, August 2(5. 1906. The

day of the funeral all business was .suspended as

a mark of respect to the man who contributed his

energy and business capacity to the upbuikTing of

his city.

At Sycamore, December 19, 1862, occurred the

marriage of Mr. Wild and Miss Sarah Pierce, whi

was born in Sullivan county, New York, August

12, 1841, and was a daughter of Daniel and Phebe

J. (Brundage) Pierce, a sketch of whom appears

elsewhere in this work. Mr. and Mrs. W^ild be-

came the
'

parents of a son and two daughters :

Daniel Pierce
;
Eleanor

;
and Elizabeth, now th?

wife of Joseph A. Crum and a resident of Osli-

kosh, Wisconsin.

Mrs. Wild was an exemplary woman in social

life, an exceptionally good woman in business

affairs, being a member of the firm of Daniel

Pierce & Company, which for solidity and con-

servative business principles excels that of any

other like institution in our county. She main-

tained active membership in the Universalist

church during her life in this county, and while

unassuming in character was no less forceful in

exerting an effective influence. In her home shs

was an ideal wife and mother, and hospitality wa-^
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L'S|Hxially a reigning virtue in their Ikhik'. When
this benevolent woman passed away June 11, 189'i,

not only those associated in the closer ties of life,

but those who had felt the charitable impulses of

this good woman mourned her loss most deeply.

LEWIS C. GEANAET.

The work of the farm, with its nuuiifold duties

and diversity of lal)or, claims the time and atten-

tion of Lewis C. Granart, now living on section 23,

Clinton township. He was born in Germany, No-

vemlier 10, 18.52, his parents being natives of the

same land. Attracted by the liroader business

opportunities of the new world, they sailed for the

United States with their family in 185((, locating

in Kendall county, Illinois. The father was-Jl.

farmer liy occupation and carried on that pursuit

in order to provide for his family, until fifty-eight

years of age, while his wife survived him and died

at the age of sixty-two years. He had met with

the success whicli lie hoped tci achieve in the 'Ti'ew

world and as time passed by added to his property

until at his death he was the owner of valuable

fanning land to the extent of three Inindred acres.

Unto him and his wife were born six children, of

whom Lewis C. is the eldest, tlie others being

Louise; Ferdinand, who died in lIHil ; Ernest: and

two Avho died in infancy.

Lewis C. Granart was only four years of age

when lirought to the United States liy his parents

and was therefore reared upon t\\r nlil homestead

faun in this county. He worked in the fields as

his strength permitted wlien not occupieil by the

duties of the schoolroom and more and more large-

ly became acquainted with the task of successfully

carrying on general farming. .\s a companion

and helpmate for life's journey, be chose Miss

Carrie M. Leifheit, who was horn in Kendall

coimty, Illinois, January G, 1854. Her parents were

natives of Gennany and came to the United States

in 18.50, settling in Kendall county, where they

lived until their removal to Squaw Grove township,

De Kalb county. They became the parents of

eleven children : Willuim L.
;
Ernest A.

;
Edward

F.; Carrie M. ; x\dolph F. ; Charles F.
;
Julia L.,

deceased ; Harvey H.
;,
Emma L. ; Anna H., de-

ceased; and Mary A. The marriage of Mr. and

Mrs. Granart was celebrated on the 14th of Janu-

ai7, 187.5. They have no children of their own
but have reared an adopted daughter, Lydia May,
who was born August .3, 1892.

Mr. and Mrs. Granart own a good farm of one

hundred and forty acres of land on section 23,

Clinton township. It is in keeping with ideas of

modern agricultural progress and is a productive

place, the fields annually returning good harvests

for the care and labor bestowed upon them. ^fr.

Granart works persistently and energetically in U\>

farming interests and has met with a measure of

success which has been honoraldy won. Both he

and his wife are consistent members of the

German Lutheran cliurch of Squaw Grove town-

ship and since age conferred upon him the right
of francliise he has given his political allegiance
to the democracy. For nine years he served as

school director but otherwise has held no public

:-offie€, tpi-eferring to give his time and attention to

his business affairs.

JAMES A. FATTS.

James A. Fahs, editor and senior partner of the

Hinckley Ecricw, was born in Frederick county,

Maryland, in 1835. His father, Tobias Fahs, was

a native of the same state. The ancestors of the

family in America came from Switzerland early

in the seventeenth century and settled at Little

York, Pennsylvania, becoming farmers of that

portion of the country. The family was repre-

sented in the Eevolutionary war and patriotism

and loyalty have ever been numbered among the

salient characteristics of those who ijear the name.

Tobias Fahs was a farmer and removed from

Maryland to Pennsylvania in 1843, following the

occupation of farming in Perry county until 18.56,

when he came to Will county, Illinois, and pur-

chased laud in Peotone townshi]i. Here he spent

his remaining days, passing away in January,

1900, in his ninetieth year. He gained a goodly

competency in his farm life and, moreover, won

the esteem and confidence of neighliors and*

friends. He held membership in the Presbyterian

church and for many years was one of its officers.

His early political allegiance was given to the whig

party and upon its dissolution he joined the ranks
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of the new republican party. For two terms he

served as supervisor of Peotone township and also

filled other local offices. A review of his life

shows much that is commendable, for he was pro-

gressive in citizenship, active and reliable in busi-

ness and trustwortliy in his friendships. He mar-

ried Araminta Willard, a native of Pennsylvania

and of German extraction. She died in Novem-

ber, 1900, in her eighty-eighth year. Mr. and

Mrs. Fahs were married in Frederick county,

]\Iaryland, and they were devoted Christian people,

holding membership in the Presbyterian church.

Of their laiiiily (if ten itiildrcn eight reached years

of maturity.

James A. Fah.s, the second in order of birth, was

reared upon the old homestead farm and attended

the district schools, no event of special impor-

tance occurring to vary the routine of farm life

for him in his youth. After he put aside his

text-books his entire time and attention was given

to the work of the fields and he was thus engaged

until 1857, when he came to Illinois with his

parents and worked upon a farm in this state. In

1867 he removed to De Kalb county and for six

years was engaged in farming on his own account

in Squaw Grove township. He then began

merchandising at Amboy, Lee eonnty, and for

three years was with a partner in a general store.

Later he returned to the farm in Squaw Grove

township, where he remained until 1890, when he

Ixuigbt th(; liincldey Review of James A. Easter-

brooks, since which time the paper has occupied

his entire attention. The Revieiv was established

by Marion and Ijee Tomblin in 1878 and they were

succeeded by H. W. Fay, who in turn sold out to

James A. Easterbrooks. The paper was originally

a six-colunm quarto with patent insides, but in

1900 Mr. Fahs made it all home print. The Jour-

nal has a fine subscription list and a splendid ad-

vertising patronage, and under the able manage-
ment of Mr. Fahs has long proven a profitable in-

vestment. In May, 1906, he admitted his son-in-

law, Arthur Willis Hubbard, to a partnership
under the firm style of Fahs & Hubbard. The

paper is published in the interests of the repub-
lican party and is a champion of local progress and

improvement—in fact has been the means of in-

augurating many reforms and progressive meas-

ures through its advocacy of such in its columns.

Mr. Fahs was married in 1867 to Miss Ruth E.

Winslow, who was born in Providence, Rhode

Island, August 13, 1837, a daughter of David L.

and Abigail C. (Hawks) Winslow, of Massa-

chusetts, who came to Illinois in 1855. The

father was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal

cliurch and his first Illinois charge was at Syca-

more. He spent his days in active connection with

the Rock River conference and died in 1875 upon

Ids farm in Squaw Grove township in his sixty-

second year. His wife survived until 1903 and

was in her eighty-sixth year when called to her

final rest. Mr. and Mrs. Fahs have but one

daughter, Helen L., who became the wife of Ar-

thur W. Hubbard in 1896, and they have two

children: Ruth JL. eight years of age; and

Warren, five years of age. Mrs. Fahs is a member

of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Pahs be-

longs to the Elks lodge and has always been a

repulilican. He has held some minor township

othces but his ambition is not in the line of official

service and yet no man is more loyal to the prin-

ciples in which he believes. His position as editor

has brought him a wide acquaintance and a social,

genial nature has rendered him popular.

WILLIAM S. THORPE.

William S. Thorpe, who in his agricultur;il in-

terests is making a specialty of the raising and

feeding of hogs at his farm on section 24, Clinton

township, was born in England, September 25,

1866. His parents, William and Rebecca Thorpe,

were natives of that country and the mother died

at the age of thirty-six years, while the father's

death occurred when he had reached the age of

sixty-seven years. They came to the United States

in 1872 and located on a farm in Victor township.

At the time of his death he was the owner of one

hundred and sixty acres of land which he had

brought under a high state of cultivation, con-

verting it into an excellent farm. Unto him and

his wife were born four children, namely : William

S., of this review; George F.; Frank R.; and

Emma E.

William S. Thorpe spent the first six years

of his life in the land of his nativity and was then

brought by his parents to the new world. Ho was
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reaic'il ujioii the old homestead farm in Victor

townsliip and no event of special importance

occurred to vary for him the routine of farm life.

During the winter seasons he was a pupil at the

public schools and in the summer months he

worked at farm labor, following the plow from an

early age. The occupation to which he was reared

he has made his life work and he is now the owner

of one hundred and twenty acres of rich and pro-

ductive land on section 24 in Clinton township.

Tliis lie operates and from the fields annually

gathers good crops, while another important

source of income to him is his hog raising inter-

ests, for he makes a specialty of the raising and

feeding of hogs.

On the 25th of January, 1893, ilr. Thorpe was

united in marriage to Miss Hattie Reid, a sister

of William Reid, of Clinton township, who is

mentioned elsewhere in this volume. J\Ir. and

Mrs. Thorpe have become the parents of one son,

Harvey W., born March 2, 1894.

Politically Mr. Thorpe is a republican and was

elected school director for one term. He has

never been a politician in the sense of office seek-

ing, however, yet keeps well informed on the ques-

tions and issues of the day. He and his wife

support the Methodist Episcopal church at Water-

man and they have a wide and favorable acquaint-

ance throughout the community.

EARLE R. MORRIS.

Earle R. Morris connected with the Fay Print-

ing Office in De Kalb, was born in Sandwich, this

county, January 21, 1888. His father William

Henry Morris, a native of New York state, was

liorn February 22, 1852. He became a resident

of the middle west in 1859, and spent the greater

part of his life in Sandwich, being for twenty

years a teamster for the Sandwich Manufacturing

Company. He married Amy F. Joles, who was

born May 9, 1858, in Sandwich, and who has

always lived in that city. Her father, Harvey

Paul Joles, was born in Bethany, Genessee county.

New York, August 17, 1815, and died at Sand-

wich, July 25, 1876. In 1837 he came to the

west buying land from the government, for which

he paid one dollar and a quarter per acre. This

was in a primitive condition being enlirely un-

cultivated, and in its midst he built a log cabin—
a typical pioneer home of flie period. In 1847 ho

erected a frame dwelling upon his place and this

is still standing, having been remodeled, upon

what is known as the Joles farm one mile west

of Sandwich. As the years passed he carried on

his farming operations, l)ringing his fields under

a high state of cultivation, and in 1808 lie built

a large carriage shop known as the Kehl shop,

but continued to live upon the farm until 1870.

In the early days he hauled grain to Fort Dear-

born and experienced all the hardships and priva-

tions of pioneer life while aiding in the opening

up of this region for the use of civilization. He

was married to Lydia C. Dolph in Penn.sylvania.

on the 21st of February^ 1839. She was born in

Hector, Schuyler count}', New Y^ork, April 25,

1822, and in 1839 came to Illinois with her hus-

liand. The old Indian chief Shabbona, slept often

in their kitchen in those early days. With a

grunt he would roll up in his blanket and go to

sleep. He was always friendly with the white

people and they therefore willingly accorded him

shelter and food.

It was amidst such pioneer surroundings that

Mrs. Morris spent her girlhood days. As stated,

she gave her hand in marriage to William Henry

Morris, July 6, 1875, and unto them three chil-

dren have been born. Hugh P., who was born

May 10, 1877, and was married in 1902; Wilbur

M., who w-as born August 29, 1878, and died the

5th of April, 1880 : and Earle R., of this review.

The eldest son, Hugh P., has one child who was

born in 1903. Mr. and i\Irs. William Henry

]\Iorris also have an adopted daughter, Amie Jo-

sephine, who was born December 22, 1897.

Earle E. Morris was reared in his native city

and was graduated from the common schools in

the class of 1902. He afterward spent two years

^s a high-school student. He then began learn-

ing the printers trade which he has since followed.

He was employed on the i>andwich Semi-Wceklt/

Journal for three years; also on the Snndwirh

Argus for two years: and later, on the Rciii'ir

of De Kalb. He has tlioroughly mastered the

printer's trade and is a capable workman, faithful

and trustworthy. His political allegiance is given

the republican party and he is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal church. His entire life has
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been passed in Di- Kalb county, anil in the eity of

his nativity and residence he is well known an!

piipiilar.

PHILANDER :\IUPDOCK ALDEN.

J'liilandcr ]\Iuvd(ick Ahh'ii. of whom it has been

said "He has the conlidenee of every man with

whom he has had business relations." is a retired

banker. For a long period he was active in the

hanking interests of Sycamore, and is still a stock-

holder but has practically retired from business

life, having through capable management, well di-

rected efport and judicious investment in former

years gained a financial position which makes rest

from further labor possible to him.

Mr. .Ml leu was born in Lyme, New Hamp-
shire, January 27, 1835, and is a direct descendant

from ancestors who came to the new world on the

Mayflower, being able to point with pride through
the long generations which h.ave preceded him in

this country, making the family one distinctively

American in its lineal and collateral branches.

His father, Philander Alden, was born in Middle-

borough, Massachu.setts, as was his wife, who bore

the maiden name of Polly Murdock. Thev be-

came residents of the old Granite .state in 1834,

locating at Lyme, where the father followed the

occupation of farming. His death, however,
occurred March 8, 1835. His widow afterward

married Latham Conant, and in 1859 they re-

moved to Sycamore, Illinois, where they spent
their remaining days, Mr. Conant passing away
in 1860, while his widow survived until 1888, de-

parting this life at a very advanced age.
Philander M. Alden was one of a family of

six children and also had a half sister. He was
educated in the public .schools of his native city,

passing through successive grades until he became
a high-school student. When he had put aside his

to.xt-books he devoted liis attention largely to farm
work and in fact he was familiar with the duties
which fell to the lot of the agriculturist from

early youth. He was a young nuui of twenty years,
when, in 1855, he left New England and made his

way westward to De Kalb county, Illinois, settling
in Sycamore. For two years after his arrival in

this county he taught school through the winter

months. He was also employed as a clerk in the

recorder's office for three years, ami in ISo'J he

entered the bank of James S. Waterman, wliere he

remained until 1861. He then offered his ser-

vices to his country as a soldier of the L'nion

army. He recruited and organized the Thirteenth

Illinois Pegiment Band and wenl to the front as

its leader and was mustered out with the rank of

lieutenant. He was with the army until honor-

ably discharged from the service, after which he

re-entered tl;e banking business, being connected

therewith continuously since, save for the lirief

period between 186() and 1871, when impaired

healtli caused him to retire temporarily from

hanking and ho gave his attention to the insur-

ance business. When five years had passed, how-

ever, he returned to Sycamore and entered upon
what has been his real life work. He was cashier

of the Sycamore National Bank from 1871 until

1891, when ho was chosen vice president, acting

in that capacity until 1901. He then retired from

business life but still remains a stockholder and

director of this bank. The success of the institu-

tion through thirty years was attributable in a

large measure to his efforts, his thorough knowl-

edge of the banking business and his laudable am-

bition, supplemented by strong purpose. He
made the hank one of the leading and substantial

moneyed institutions of the county and as the years

passed by won a gratifying measure of success.

About 1894 he was called upon to assist in organ-

izing several banks in this part of Illinois, among
tliem being the First National Bank of Malta : tlic

Farmers State Bank of Genoa, of which he was

ca.shier for a short time; the Addison State Bank :

and the First State Bank of Maple Park, of which

he is vice president. He has also been director,

trustee, secretary and treasurer of the Elmwood

Cemetery Association of Sycamore for twenty-

five years.

On the 29th of February, 1860, Mr. Alden was

married to Miss Laura J. Sawyer, who was born

in Massachusetts, March 13, 1843, and is a daugh-
ter of Alfred and Margaret H. Sawyer, the former

a native of the old Bay state and the latter of

Scotland. In the Sa\\yi'r family were foui- cliil-

dren, of whom Mrs. Alden was the second in order

of birth. By her marriage .she has become the

mother of two sons and two daughters: Henry,
who died in infancy : Susie Dick, liorn in August,



PAST AXi) PKESEXT OF DE KALB (OrX'I'V. 197

1802; Abbie Wood, born March 17, 1864; and

Fred H., born April 22, 18G8.

Mr. Alden exercises his right of franchise in

support of the men and measures of the repub-

lican party and lias always been conversant with

the questions and issues of the day. He belongs

to the Congregational church and has been a lib-

eral contributor to its support. Tliat he is a man

of irreproachable standing and business honor

is duo to his own labors and the methods he has

followed in his business career. Without assist-

ance or the aid of influential' friends he has made

steady progress and is today one of the wealthy

men of the county. The methods which he has

followed are such as will bear the closest inves-

tigation and his probity stands as an unques-

tioned fact in his career. He is indeed a splendid

type of the American citizen, who has been guided

by a sense of high moral responsibility and in-

dividual obligation, and his genuine worth is

recognized by all with whom he has come in con-

tact. To know Philander M. Alden is to respect

and honor him, and his record adds new luster to

a family name which has figured prominently and

honorably in the annals of American history since

the first settlement was made on the shores of New

England by our Pilgrim forefathers.

ELMER A. SOWEPS.

Elmer A. Sowers, proprietor of the Eedwood

lulliard parlor and a confectionery and cigar store

in Genoa, is a native of this county, having been

born on a farm two miles south of Genoa in

Genoa township, April 20, 1878. He is a brother

of George Sowers, whose sketch appears on

another page of this volume.

His father, Andrew J. Sowers, was born in

Perrysville, Vermilion county, Indiana, in 1831,

and was twelve years of age when he accompanied

his parents on their removal to Hlinois in 1843,

the family locating in De Kalb county, where

Andrew J. Sowers grew to manhood upon a farm.

Here he was married to Miss Judith Ann Brown,

a native of Hope township, Montgomery county,

New York, and a daughter of Jeremiah L. Brown,

who came to Hlinois from Maine, his native state,

in 1837, and after living for one year in Peoria

comity removed to De Kalb county in l!S3S, mak-

ing his home here until his death, which occurred

in 1882. She is a sister of D. S. Brown, who is

represented elsewhere in this work.

After his marriage Andrew J. Sowers resided in

Genoa township and in 18G4 purchased two hun-

dred and forty acres of land on the Sycamore road,

where his father had settled on coming to the

county in 1842. To the further improvement and

cultivation of the farm he devoted his attention

until 1893, when he removed to Genoa to live re-

tired but died on the 7th of September of that

year at the age of sixty-two. His widow still sur-

vives him at the age of seventy-two years and has

a pleasant home in Genoa, where she is sur-

rounded by a host of warm friends. In their

family were eight children, of whom two died in

infancy, the others being: Jeremiah William, who

for the past four years has served as assessor of

Genoa; George W.; Emma D., wife of A. D. Le

Fevre, a resident of Zearing, Story county, Iowa ;

Jennie L., wife of A. A. Stiles, of Genoa: Eva

M., wife of Fred P. Eenn, of Genoa ; and Elmer

A., of this review.

The last named is the youngest of the family

and still makes his home with his mother. His

early life was passed upon the farm, being fifteen

years of age when they removed to Genoa. He

had good school privileges and completed his edu-

cation in the Genoa high school. For one year

after laying aside his studies he engaged in clerk-

ing, and then, in January, 1898, he opened a con-

fectionery and cigar store, which he conducted for

several years. In 1903 he added pool and billiard

tables and today has a first class establishment

containing four tables of the Brunswick-Balke

make. His place is above criticism as he caters

to the best citizens of Genoa and vicinity. For a

time he did a large ice cream and soda water

business but has since discontinued that depart-

ment. For two years, from August 20, 1904. to

August 20, 1906, he also conducted a billiard

parlor at Woodstock, Illinois, and on the loth of

March, 190.), started the Blue Front cigar store

at Elgin, which he carried on for one year and

then sold to 0. W. Andresen, thus operating the

three establishments at once, but owing to the-

inconvenience arising from their widely different

locations he sold out both these places, retaining

only the one at Genoa. Besides his property here
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he owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in

Story county, Iowa, wliieh he recently purchased

from liis mother.

Politically Mr. Sowers is identified with tlie re-

pul)lican party, but has never sought or desired

public office, preferring to devote his time and

attention to his business interests. He is a mem-
ber of Genoa lodge, Ko. 288, A. F. & A. M.. in

which he has passed through all of the chairs

except that of worshipful master. He also belongs

to Sycamore chapter and commandery and has the

distinction of being the youngest Shriner in

Genoa, holding membership in Tebald Temple at

Eockford. He is a wide-awake, energetic young
business man and well merits the high esteem in

which he is held.

-MAirnX DODGE.

ilartm Dodge was Ixjrn in Mt. Holly, Vermont,
June G, 1824, and was the seventh and youngest
child of Abram and Elsa (Cook) Dodge. His
brothers and sisters were Thomas. Daniel, Hannali,
Louisa and two sisters who died in infancy. The

ancestrj' of these two families dates to colonial

days, having emigrated from England. The Dodge
family was of Scotch and English descent, the

Cook purely English, the former settling in New
York state, the latter in Ehode Island.

The fathers of Abram Dodge and Elsa Cook

Dodge wore Bevolutionary soldiers. After the

war was over Daniel Cook, the father of livs.

Dodge, removed from Ehode Island and settled

in Mt. Holly, Vermont. His three daughters were
motherless and were with relatives. By a second

marriage a son and daughter were born. The three

daughters were later Mrs. Dodge, Mrs. Wing, and
Mrs. Lee. The last tv^'o settled at Andover,'New
York. Mrs. Lee's granddaughter. Miss Alice

Bundy was one of the hundred musicians selected
to make a tour of Europe and be entertained by
the organists of the cathedrals of those countries.
Miss Bundy was at the time principal of music
at Beaver Dam Seminary and had ii.?ited at dif-

ferent times the Dodge families at De Kalb.
WTien the British sailed into New York a family

of Van Waylands who had emigrated from Hol-
land and established themselves in business on

Long Island moved up the Hudson and settled.

They had for neighbors a Dodge family who hid

also found themselves too near to the British. Van

Wayland had married a wealthy Holland lady by
the name of Eathburn. To them was born a

daughter Hannah, who married Daniel Dodge,
<;ne of the sons of their neighbor. The early mar-

ried life of this brave and truly noble woman was

troublous. Mr. Dodge as a soldier was doing spe-

cial service, requiring courage, discreetness and a

knowledge of the country through which the en-

emy's army would pas's. She reared her numerous

family under diflSeulties during these years. The
writers knowledge is from Martin Dodge, telling

the stories of these times, for he was but a babv

l)oy when his grandmother Dodge, then a w'idow,

became an inmate of his father's home and lie

easily became her favorite grandchild and until

he was a man and her death occurred at ninety-
seven years of age he was ever a willing listener

to the incidents on which her memory dwelt.

One daughter married an Ellison from Massa-

chusetts, removed to Canada, another became the

wife of a Methodist minister of northern New
York. Thomas settled in St. Lawrence county
and Edmond remained near TJtica. Two emi-

grated to Iowa, one to Wisconsin, one settled near

Chicago, Illinois, when it was but a village, and

Abram and his wife for five years of their early

married life lived in Canada, where their soa

Thomas was born, but when it looked as though
he might have to take up arms against his own

country he fled hurriedly, going directly to Mrs.

Dodge's father's home at Mt. Holly, Vennont.

There were two log houses on the farm and they

occupied one until a good commodious house was

built some years later. Thus the Cook became the

Dodge homestead, ilr. Dodge buying a tract of

land adjoining. Daniel Cook had a brother, one

of the Merchant Marine, with his port of entry
at Salem, Massachusetts, being a merchant of

Boston. He helped to found the Salem Museum
and his portrait in oil has a place of honor upon
its walls.

The Dodge home in Vermont was one of com-

fort and large hospitality and the family was one

of the oldest in town. Thomas, Hannah and

Louisa were teachers in the schools in Vermont.

Louisa's death occurred when she was but twenty-
S3ven years of age and brought a cloud that shud-
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owed the homo for years. Grandmother Dodgu
dii'u two years later.

Martin Dodge was married December 13, 1S54.

to Miss Maria Priest, daughter of Ethan anj

Eunice (Dowley) Priest. Her father was one ot

the wealthy farmers of the town, a very intelli-

gent man. Both the Priest and Dowley families

were among the prominent ones of the town and

have remained so to tlie present time.

Mrs. Dodge for several years previous to her

. marriage was a successful teacher. Her grand-
father Priest was a Eevoiutionary soldier. Three

of her brothers were soldiers of the Civil war, all

of Company I, Second Vermont Volunteers, onu

a first lieutenant. Her youngest brother, Eev.

Henry Priest, is now dean of the Universalist

University at Canton, New York, is a very active

temperance worker and for many years was presi-

dent of the university. Mrs. Dodge died August

'i'i, 1861, and Mrs. Abrani Dodge had died two

y^ears previous. Hannah had ceased her teaching

and now devoted herself to her father and brothei:.

The father died in March, 1865, aged eightj'-seven

years, and the once thronged home seemed almost

desolate. Martin then bought a home in the vu

lage of Meclianicsville and leased his farm, which

was one-half mile away. Typhoid fever, whicn

was nearly fatal, left Mr. Dodge in a condition

which required a change of climate. He went :o

Canada, where his brother Daniel lived, staying

with his nephew, Abram, Daniel's only son. \^niile

there he contracted for an extensive tract of wood

land, but the parties failed to meet the appoint-

ment and he was ol>liged to leave for Vermont be-

fore closing the deal, expecting to do so later.

Again a severe fever came to him and as soon a.-

he was able to make the Journey left in Septeni'

ber, 1871, for De Kalb, Illinois, where his

brother Thomas resided. He returned November

1 and spent the winter in Vermont, but in June

of 1872 started again for De Kalb, hunting the

summer and fall for a location to settle, then buy-

ing October 7, 1872, the L. Z. Parks property,

now a part of the city of De Kalb. He spent tha

following winter in Connecticut and returned in

April, 1873, to De Kalb, where, he took possession

of his recently purchased property.

In March, 1874, he again visited Vermont,

where he was married April 8 to Miss Anna E.

Chase, eighth child of Elijah and Trypho-sa

(Bhxigettj Chase. She was burn in Mt. Holly,

January 8, 184-1:, and had been a teacher in tbi<

public .schools for fourteen years.

She was educated in the public and select schools

of the state, with one term at the Mary Putnam
select school at Orange, Massachusetts, where shu

went with her sister expecting to remain an in-

definite time, but the deatli of this sister, Mrs.

Parna Cheney, from typhoid fever caused the im-

mediate return to her home. The children of this

home were Parna, Joseph, Phillips, Ambrose, Sus-

an, Anna, Edwin and Eugene, with two who died

in infancy. Joseph was a manufacturer of chaiis

in East Templeton, Massachusetts; Phillips and
Ambrose conducted a large flourishing business at

Mechanicsville, Vermont; Susan married Henrv
Dickerman of the same place. She died in Octo-

ber, 1871, and three motherless ones lost a l)oauti-

ful mother in form and character. Edwin died

a soldier of the Civil war. Phillips and Ambro.-e

were also soldiers, the former a captain of Coni-

pany A, Second Vermont Volunteers, and the lat-

ter a sergeant in the Twenty-first Massachusetts

A'olunteers, under Burnside. Eugene was for years

shipping clerk for his brother at Mechanicsville.

Joseph, Phillips and Eugene were not oulv ac-

tive business men, but church workers, stewards

of the Methodist Episcopal church, as was their

lather, Elijah Chase. The family were repul)li-

cans, all the brothers being active imjiticians from

principle.

Ambrose is the genius of the family, being an

inventor and pleasing writer of verse, a talent

which he takes from the Pecks. Eugene's best

church work has been his cultivated talent as a

singer. Phillips served in both liranches of the

legislature of his state for several terms. One son

survives him, George P. Chase, of Parkersburg.
West Virginia, a graduate of the University of

Pennsylvania, also of the Columbia Law School

at Washington, D. C. He is an active republica'i

and member of the Methodist Epi.scopal cliurcli.

Ambrose lives at Somervillc, Massachusetts, and

Eugene at Hanover, Massachusetts.

Their father died in October. 1873. :Mrs. Chase

sold her home in Vermont and came in 1876 to

reside with her daughter, Mrs. ^lartin Dodge f)t

De Kalb, where she was much beloved by all.

When she was eighty-seven years of age she rt-

turned to her birthplace at Deerfield, Massachu-
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setts, found the old home as it was wheji she was

there iu 180 T. Only a few months before her

own cousin had died, leaving it in possession of

his daughter. She returned to De Kalb, but was

not strong again, and passed from earth in Au-

gust of the next year. Mr. Dodge seemed fatally

ill at the time, but recovered to be around, but

was never able to do active work again, and those

nearest him could see how that once powerful

physique was loosing constantly its vitality. Moie

and more content did lie become to sit and livj

over the past and there was much to live over, for

though there had been sorrow there had been

much that was true and lieautiful gathered liy the

way.

His family were active members of tlie Metho-

dist Episcopal church. He was truly Christian

but had never connected himself with any churcn

and had been a republican from his youth. \Miile

loyal to his adopted state, he was ever turning iu

thought and word to his Green Mountain hoiU'j.

He was a man true to his convictions and nothing
deterred him from doing what he considered

right. He was a student through life and so un-

pretentious that one who had been his companion
for years was surprised to know that he knew hia

Shakespeare well, and any cjuotation from it Ik

could at once place where it belonged. But it was

in the world of nature that he loved most to live,

excepting always his home, to which he was en-

tireh- devoted. Birds were his pets, he knew their

names, songs and habits as he knew the habits of

all animal life that he had studied or kno\^•n. He
would transplant new and to him strange bo-

tanical specimens tliat he found near his hom.?,

brought there by railway traffic, to study the habiis

of those plants and know their names.

He was best known to people as a business man,
best known to his friends as a social man. Only
those coming in close contact with him in busi-

ness know of his kindness, consideration and for-

bearance. In his own town in Vermont he held

for years in succession offices of trust given by the

people. After removing to De Kalb he was twice

chosen alderman, but refused to give longer serv-

ice. He was a director of the First National

Bank. He belonged to no secret or social organi-

zations. The only society he was ever known to

join was the Young Men's Christian Association

at Mechanicsville.

At Christmas, 1901, he was ailing with a heavy
cold. It develoj)ed into pneumonia—medical skill

was untiring in etforts to relieve. Devotion could

not save. He passed away in the early morning of

January 3, 1902, and rests in a beautiful spot hal-

lowed by the dust of many connected families, at

Mechanicsville. Vermont.

C. E. Dickermau, a nephew of Mrs. Dodge, had

been a member of the Dodge home, but had ac-

cepted a position at Eacine, Wisconsin. He at

once rctuructl to De Kalb and has been an inmate

of the home since the death of Mr. Dodge and is

now of the firm of Pritchard & Dickerman. He has

since married Miss Eula Thayer. Besides these

Mrs. Dodge has two motherless children, Anna and

Martin, children of her nephew Edwin Chase, wno
lived with Mr. and Mrs. Dodge for four years,

taking the high-school course under John L. Curts.

Mrs. Dodge has made a stuay through life oi

ancestry, a study that Mr. Dodge cared little for.

She can trace the eight lines of her great-grand-

parents and takes jjride in the fact that they have

been factors in the peopling of this great west.

All these lines reach back into colonial days.

Aquilla Chase settled with his brother Thomas
in Hampton, Xew Hampshire, in 1639. Uniform

tradition says they came from Cornwall, England.
There is a direct line from him to the present

generation. Eogers Chase and his wife, Sarah

AA'alker, wore the great-grandparents of Mrs.

Dodge. He was a Eevolutionary soldier during
the entire war. The AValkers were of Irish descent.

In 1641 Eev. Samuel Xewman, with the larger

portion of his congregation, settled at the head .if

Xarragansett bay, having purchased a tract of land

eight miles square from a tribe of Wampanoago^.
Widow Walker and her son Phillip were among

the numljer, she being the second largest land-

holder. At her death her son became her heir.

His grave is marked and his home still standing.

He was a soldier in King Phillip's war. making
a personal gift of many pounds to aid in the

carrying on of this war. He was a deacon in the

churcli. A grand jury in 1655 took oath of fidel-

ity in 1658. He left Eumford. Ehode Island, a*;

an early age. for we find him prominent in what

is now Attleboro, Massachusetts, in 1658. Wo
have a direct line to this Phillip.

Ebenezer Chase, who married Clarissa Peck,

was the oldest son of Eogers and Sarah (Walker)
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Chase. Jost'i)h Peck first came from England and

settled in Massachusetts in 1638; lived in Hing-
(lam in 164.5, removing to Seekonk ;

was a towns-

man in 1680 and representative to the general

court of Massachusetts in 1700. His grandson,
Jathnell Peck, lived in Eehobath—a man of large

wealth and influence; representative to the general

court in 1731-1731^ and bought large properties

and founded churches.

Henry, his son, lived at the homestead, but Solo-

mon, son of Henrj' and the great-grandfather of

Mrs. Dodge, mari'ied Anna Wheeler and settled in

lioyalston, Massachusetts, where he bought land

and continually added to it. His daughter Cla-

rasa married Ebenezer Chase. They were the pai--

ents to Elijah Chase, who was born in October,

1801, and the oldest of tlie family of six children,

born to them at Koyalston, Massachusetts. His

father was the owner of several hundred acres of

woodland and rested not day or night from de-

stroying it to subdue the wilderness. This farm

is today in the hands of a member of the Chase

family, who is letting it again come into timber

land.'

Thomas Blodgett first removed from Woburn,

Massachusetts, to Lexington in 1699
; was asses-

sor in 1710; and after the town was incorporate!!

filled nearly every place of honor that could be

given him. In 1711 he was selectman and con-

stantly succeeded himself and represented his

town in general court. His sons were all soldiers

and patriots, Timothy lieing a niinuteman ai;

the battle of Lexington. He had married Milli-

cent Perry and when her husl)and was awakened

that memorable 19th of April and went out intD

the night to meet the British on the Lexington

green, she arose, heated the brick oven and baked,

so that if her Inisband and soldiers with him re-

turned food in abundance would be awaiting them.

Then when her work was done took her little chil-

dren and started for the thick forest, wliere otncis

had ))een hiding since before dawn. As she was

crossing the street she heard the clatter of hoofs

and two British officers were riding past. In her

confusion she started to retrace her steps, whe.i

the one, who afterward proved to be General Gage,

kindly said, "God bless you, we do not injure wom-

en and children.'" They had ridden out a dis-

tance to know how the battle was going. They
moved to Wendol, afterward to Deerfield, wnere

they iniichasc'il a fai'in and reared a large family
of children. The farm adjoining was owned by
Waitstill Hawks and his wife, Anna Spofford
Hawks, who were rearing a numerous family of

lioys and girls. Joseph, the son of Timothy
Blodgett, married Thankful, the daughter of

Waitstill and Aima Hawks, and lived for several

years at the Blodgett home. There Tryphosa, the

eighth child and the mother of .Mrs. Dodge, was
born and spent the first seven years of her life.

There she visited in 1896.

The family history of the Hawks are closely in-

terwoven with Colonial days. Colonel Hawks being
the one chosen to redeem the captives taken to

Canada after tlie Indian massacre at Deerfield.

Several of the Hawks family were murdered in

this massacre.

From the Hawks and Blodgett union went out

sons and daughters to many states—North Caro-

lina, Georgia, Arkansas, Iowa, Illinois, Pennsyl-

vania, A'ermont and New Hampshire. C^olonfl

Blodgett of Georgia, one of the lieroes of the Semi-

nole war, was a brother of Mrs. Elijah Chase and
Colonel Brantley, a Confederate, killed during tlie

Civil war, was a son of Benjamin Brantley an.]

Susan Blodgett Brantley, a nephew of Mrs. Chase.

Mrs. Tiffany, residing with her daughter, Mrs. H.
B., Gurler of De Kalb, is a niece of Mrs. Chase,
who- was a sister of the mother of Mrs. Tiffany.
John Spoft'ord came from Yorkshire, England,

in 1610, was the first settler of Georgetown.
Massachusetts, and the progenitor of all the Spof-
fords in this country.

There has not been woven into tliis historv

names here and there of men high in church,

school, state and nation, neither the many repre-

senting the best in all professions, but families

who have striven to do something worthy of theii-

ancestry while endeavoring to i'ldlill the obliga-
tions of citizens and kindred.

A. J. PLAPP.

A. J. Plajip, an enterprising farmer and stock-

raiser, owns a well improved farm of one hun-
dred and sixty acres, situated on section 4, Malta

township, all of which has been acquired through
his own industry and capable management of his

business affairs. Mr. Plapp was born July 27,
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18G6, a son of J. F. and Elizabeth (Eipp) Plapp,

both of whom were natives of Wurtemberg, Ger-

many, the former born June 29, 1816, and the

latter September 25, 1820. The father emigrated

to the new world in 1838, the trip across the

Atlantic requiring forty-two days. Landing in

Baltimore, he there remained for five months, be-

ing employed at the meager sum of six dollars per

month. From that city he made his way to Erie

county, Pennsyhania, whence in 1844 he arrived

in De Kalb county, Illinois. He was first em-

ployed here in assisting in the erection of Howard

mill at Geneva and in various other ways until

1848, when he located on a farm, on section 24,

Pierce township, which he developed and im-

proved, eventually becoming one of the substan-

tial residents of that section of the state. Mrs.

Plapp had (;ome to America in 1832, and it was in

De Kalb county that she was married to J. F.

I'lapp in 1850. She is still living at the very ad-

vanced age of eighty-six years, but Mr. Plapp

pas.sed away January 25, 1885. Their family

numbered twelve children, seven sons and five

daughters, but four of the number have passed

away.

A. J. Plapp acquired his education in the com-

mon .schools during the winter months, while in

tbe summer seasons he was trained to the duties

of the fields, giving to his father valuable assist-

ance during the period of his boyhood and youth.

When starting out upon his own responsibility he

chose as his work tbe occupation to which he had

been reared and this has continued to be his work-

to the present time.

In 1891 Mr. Plapp established a home of his

own by his marriage on the 5th of F'ebruary of

that year, to Miss Anna R. Hiner, who was born

in Pierce township, De Kalb county, April 5, 1870.

Her father was a native of Germany and when a

young man came to America, locating on a farm

in Pierce township, where he li%-ed until his death,

which occurred September 21, 1899. The mother,

who was born in 1845, is still living on the old

homestead farm. Their family numbered eleven

children, of whom eight still survive.

Following his marriage Mr. Plapp located on a

farm which he rented for four years, and during

this time through his own industry and economy
and the assistance of his estimable wife, who has

proved to him a faithful companion and holpmnte.

lie acquired the sum that enabled him to purchase
the farm upon which he has since made his home.

This tract comprises one hundred and sixty acres

of land, all of which has been placed under a

high state of cultivation and has been improved
with good outbuildings and a fine country resi-

dence, containing thirteen rooms. In addition to

carrying on general agricultural pursuits Mr.

Plapp also feeds stock for the market, and this

branch of his business is proving a gratifying

source of income to him.

Unto our subject and his wife have been born

a daughter and two sons: Bertha Pearl, who was

born December 20, 1891 ; Ralph Lewis, who was

born February 3, 1894; and William Edwin, who
was born August 25, 1896. Mr. Plapp has always

supported the men and measures of the republican

party, and his fraternal relations are with the

Modern Woodmen qf America, being a member of

camp No. 217, and he and his' wife also belongs
to Royal Neighbor lodge, No. 1262, at Malta.

Both hold membership in the Evangelical church.

The family is one highly respected in the com-

munity in which they reside, and their success has

come through honorable, untirincf effort.

SANFURl) A. TYLER.

Sanford A. Tyler was born in Newark, Tioga

county. New York, January 11, 1836. His parents

were Anthony and Harriett B. (Packer) Tyler,

both natives of the state of New York. He lived

with his parents on a farm until he was eighteen

years of age. He then came to Illinois, where he

attended college at Mount Morris. In 1854 he

came to De Kalb county and bought a farm in

Afton township, where he followed farming for

six years. On March 20, 1864, he started on a

journey across the plains, traveling by wagon, and

arrived at Virginia City, Montana, the following

June, where he followed gold mining for about

six months.

Mr. Tyler then returned to De Kalb and en-

gaged in the grocery business in partnership with

R. H. Roberts. The firm also bought live stock

throughout the surrounding country, which they

shipped to the Chicago markets. In 1883 Mr.

Tyler liecame superintendent of the Ellwood wire
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works, remaining in this position until 1890, when

he became a salesman for the same company. He

continued with the Ellwood company in this ca-

pacity until he retired from active business life Ln

1897. From this date until his death, November

14, 1906, he devoted his time and attention to hi-

varied interests in this city, carrying on therewith

a general real-estate and insurance business.

During his life Mr. Tyler served the city and

county in a nunilier of capacities, having been

deputy sheriff, town clerk, and alderman. He was

clerk of the board of education for twelve years.

He was a Knight Templar and a thirty-second

degree Mason.

Mr. Tyler was married Noveml)er 30, 1869, to

Sarah Louise Taylor, a daughter of Squire Tay-

lor, one of De Kalb's most prominent citizens.

There were born to them four children, Clara

Louise, Squire Alleii, Harriett Daisy and Harold

Packer. Mr. Tyler was one of the >nost-, widely.,.

known men in De Kalb county, a maiivo^ sterll^qg.-;

character and most lovable nature anc| a consefva- "

five, honorable and successful busines| map.

JAMES 0. BJOBKMAN.

James 0. Bjoi-kman, clothier and men's out-

fitter at De Kalli, is a native son of Illinois, hav-

ing been born in Aledo on the 31st of December,

1876. As the family name indicates, he is of

Swedish lineage, his parents being Charles and

Hannah (Nelson) Bjorkman. The father was

born in 18-15 and the mother in 1818. They be-

came residents of America in 1863 when young

people, and Mr. Bjorkman located, in Aledo,

Illinois, while the lady who was later to become his

wife made her home in Swedona, this state. She

afterward removed to Aledo, where she formed the

acquaintance of Charles Bjorkman, who sought

and won her hand in marriage. In his native

country the father had learned the painter's trade

and also the trade of harness-making, and after

his emigration to the new world he followed botli

pursuits, engaging in painting during the busy

season and throughout the remainder of the year

at harness-making. In 1900 the firm of C. Bjork-

man & Son was formed, since which time they

have carried on a good business as painters and

dealers in wall paper, in connection with a general

contracting business. In this regard they have

lieen very successful and the father is also one

of the well known operators in the real-estate

field in Aledo. In fact he is recognized as one

of the town's most influential and active bitsiness

men, upright in all of his dealings and esteemed

by all with whom he has come in contact. He

holds membership in the Lutheran church, in

which he takes a most helpful interest. For a

quarter of a century he has served as superintend-

ent of the Sunday school and in all departments

of the church work lie has displayed a spirit of

energy and zeal which have contributed much to

its success. Unto him and his wife have been

born three sons and a daughter : Edward, a mer-

chant of Aledo; Wolfred, a business man of

Aledo; James 0., of this review; and Nellie, the

wife of Ernest Carlson, a photographer of Aledo.

—James 0. Bjorkman was reared in the city of

Ms iiBtivity and there attended the public schools.

'His -father desired him to attend school for a

longer period but early in life he became ambi-

tious to earn his living and in his twelfth year

accepted a position behind the counter in a cigar

store, where he worked for a dollar per week. He

was thus employed for four years, although with

increased wages as his ability and usefulness in-

creased, and he then accepted a position with the

firm of B. Parkman, dealer in clothing, dry goods

and carpets at Aledo. That he was a trusted,

faithful and competent employe is indicated by

the fact that he remained with that house for

nine years and during the last four years of the

time had complete charge of the business. Never

for a moment, however, had he ceased to enter-

tain ambition to engage in business on his own

account and through these years his frugality

and careful management enabled him to save a

snug sum of money, which he then invested in

De Kalb. He came to this city in 1900 and es-

tablished his present business. Within the short

period of seevn years he has gained a prominent

position in mercantile circles and commands the

unqualified confidence of the general public. He

is known for honorable, straightforward methods

which neither seek nor require disguise, and as the

years have gone by he has displayed an adapt-

ability to modern business conditions and demands

that has made Jiim one of the successful merchants
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of De Kalb. Fnim 1904 until VMM] he owned and

conducted a branch store in the east end of De

Kalb, known as the East End Clothing House,

but recently disposed of this to H. V. Harpman
& Company.
On the 24th of January, 1899, :\Ir. Bjorkman

was married to Miss Betty Youuggren. of Gales-

burg, Illinois, and they have one child, Lester Lee,

born July 29, 1902. Mr. Bjorkman is a valued

memlier of several fraternal and social organ-

izations. He belongs to the Knights of Pythias

lodge, the Modern Woodmen eani]), the Independ-

ent Order of Vikings, the North Star Benevolent

Association .and the Fraternal Ortler of Eagles,

and of the last two he has been treasurer for

some years. His political allegiance is given to the

republican jiarty and he keeps well informed on

the question and issues of the day, as every true

American citizen should do, but has little ambi-

tion in the line of office seeking. He knows that

success in business means close a|iiilication and

untiring energy and lie is putting forth earnest

efforts to win success along commercial lines and

has alreadv made for himself an lidnorable name

in that direction.

GEORGE H. HOLJEES.

George H. Holmes, a iiaker and confectioner of

De Kalb, was liorn in Paw Paw township, De

Kalb county, Illinois, August 1, 1871. His fa-

ther, George R. Holmes, was a native of New Eng-

land, horn in 1841, and in his boyhood days he

accompanied his parents on their removal to the

middle west, the family settling on a farm in

Shabbona township, De Kalb county, w^here he

was reared. On reaching manhood he bought a

farm in Paw Paw township and for a long period

thereafter was actively engaged in the work of

tilling- the soil and caring for the crops. He con-

ducted his farming interests until 1884, when he

sold his property and removed to De Kalb, where

he engaged in the livery business, with which he

has since been identified, having now a well eon-

ducted livery barn and receiving from the public

a well merited and liberal patronage. In politics

he is a democrat but has never been an aspirant

for office. He married Frances ^L Hincklev and

unto them were born seven children, all of whom

are living with one exception. These are : Ella

M., the wife of M. E. Lake, of Paw Paw township;

ilary ('., the wife of J. E. Matteson. an attorney

of De Kalb; Seth W., of De Kalb; Bert D., who

is a cutter in the De Kalb shoe factory; Clyde R.,

also of this city; and George H.

The last named was reared under the parental

roof, began his education in the district schools and

afterward attended the De Kalb high school. At

the age of seventeen years he entered upon an aji-

rentieeship to the printer's trade and spent six

years in printing offices in the cities of De Kalb.

Elgin, Sandwich, Geneva and Chicago. He then re-

turned to De Kalb in 1894 in ill health, and soon

afterward accepted a position in the shoe factory,

where he was employed until 1897, when he entered

the iIetro)iolitan Business College of Chicago, pur-

suing a course in stenography.- After finishing his

studies there he again came to De Kalb and ac-

cepted the ]M!sition of stenographer in the office

of the shoe factory. Some twelve months Ir.ter lie

was olfered a better position in the office cf the

.\br; ni Ellwood ^[anufacturing Company, with

uliich 111' continiicil
ti|)

to the time of their failure,

wlu-n be retunu'cl to liis former position in the

shoe factory. There he remained until February

1, 1902, when he invested his earnings in a bakery

and confectionery business, -which he purchased

of (I. 11. \\'enderberg. Under his management a

iii)l:;l)le (liange was soon effected. The trade was

small and the equipment poor at the time he made

the purchase, but he rapidly improved the busi-

ness and has secured a patronage that makes this

one of the prosperous commercial enterprises of

De Kalb. A year after he had purchased the

bakery he bought the business block in which it

is located and he has since met with rapidly

aci|uired and merited prosperity. He manufac-

tures an excellent class of bakery goods and also

handles a large and w'ell selected line of confec-

tionery, both departments of his business proving

profitable.

On the 29th of September. 1897, Mr. Holmes

was united in marriage to Miss Alice Van Horn,

of Do Kalb. a daughter of Orlando Van Horn,

now deceased. Mr. Holmes belongs to the First

Baptist church and is a member of De Kalb lodge,

Xo. 705, B. P. 0. E., of which he is now serving

as secretarv. He is likewise connected with De
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Kalb lodge, No. 215, K. P., and De Kalb lodge,

No. 155, I. 0. 0. F. He does not consider him-

self bound by party ties but works for clean poli-

ties, being opposed to anything like misrule in

municipal affairs. On the contrary he stands for

good government, for a practical administration of

municipal business and believes in bringing the

same criterions of honor to politics that form the

test in business life.

JOHN A. MERCER.

The farming interests of Clinton township have

a worthy representative in John A. fiercer, who

is residing on section 2.3. He was Ijnrn January
24, 1860, upon this farm, which is known as the

old fiercer homestead, having become the home of

the family at an early period in the development
and progress of this section of the state. John

A. Mercer can trace his ancestry back to a Thomas

Mercer, who came from England in 1666 and set-

tled in Chester county, Pennsylvania. Hia par-

ents were Smith and ilargaret (Thornberg)
Mercer. TJie father was born May 12, 1S2T, in

Beaver county, Pennsylvania, and on the 14tli

of November, 1850, was joined in wedlo'ck to

Miss Margaret Thornberg, whose birth occurred

in Beaver county on the 9th of February, 1831.

They remained residents of the Keystone state

until 1856, when they sought a home in the middle

west, making their way to De Kalb county,

Illinois. Here they took up their abode on section

23, Clinton township, and subsequently Mr.

Mercer purchased eighty acres on section 23 and

a tract of land of one hundred and sixty acres on

section 24 of the same township. Farming was

his life work and the business was carefully con-

ducted by him, his labors transforming the wild

land into a richly cultivated tract, tlio productive-
ness of whicii was greatly enhanced by the rotation

of crops and the practical metliods which he fol-

lowed in tilling the fields. While they were still

living upon the old homestead Mrs. Mercer passed

away November 24, 1888. Mr. Mevcer continued

upon the farm until 1891. when he retired from

active business life and removed to Sandwich,

where he spent his remaining days in the enjoy-

ment of a well earned rest, his death occurring

June 30, 1903. Unto this worthy couple were

born eleven children but the first two died in

infancy. The others are as follows: R. J., who

was born March 20, 1854, and is now a street car

conductor in Chicago ; Joseph, wdio was born

March 1, 1856, and is with the International Har-

vester Company at Huron, South Dakota;

Thomas, who was born January 31, 1838, and is a

retired farmer of Somonauk, Illinois; John A., of

this review; A. L.. who was born August 28,

1861, and is a stationary engineer at Aurora,

Illinois; W. M., who was born March 8, 1863'.

and is an attorney at law at Aurora; S. W., who

was born December 23, 1865, and died January

16, 1887; Ida Bell, who was born May 2, 1868,

and is living in Los Angeles, California
;

and

Jennie, who was born October Hi, 1870, and is

also in Los Angeles.

In retrospect one can see John A. fiercer as

he daily made his way to the district school near

his fathei-'s home during those months in whicli

the school was conducted, while during the sum-

mer seasons he worked in the fields, early becoming
familiar with the task of plowing, planting and

harvesting. He remained with his father until

twenty-one years of age, after which he was em-

ployed as a farm hand for one year in Victor

township. He then returned and worked for five

years for his father, after which he cultivated

his father's land for five years. Subsequently he

bought the eighty acres on which he now resides

and sinOe that time he has continued to cultivate

his farm with good success. As a companion and

helpmate for life's journey he chose Miss Alice

Fisher, to whom he was married on the 17th of

December, 1891. She is a daughter of John and

Emeline (Corns) Fisher, both of whom were born

near Marietta, Ohio. Her father was an agri-

culturist and died in the Buckeye state on the 22d

of December, 1890. The mother is still living in

Ohio, having never come to the west. Mrs. Mercer

was born near Marietta, Ohio, November 10. 1863.

pursued her education in the district schools near

her girlhood home and in 1890 came to Illinois.

The following year she gave her hand in nuirriage

to ;\Ir. Mercer and the union has since been blessed

with two daughters and a son : ilildred Lucile,

born January 20, 1893
; Raymond Clifford, born

February 5, 1895 ; and ]\Iary Emeline, born No-

vember 3, 1897.
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Mr. Mercer gives the republican party his stal-

wart and unfaltering support, yet has never been

a politician in the sense of office seeking. He

simply believes that the platfomi of the party con-

tains the best elements of good government. He
was reared in the faith of the Presbyterian church

but he and his wife are- members of the Methodist

Episcopal cluireli at Waterman and for four years
he has served as one of its stewards, taking an ac-

tive part in the church work and manifesting a deep
interest in all that pertains to the growth of the

church and the extension of its influence. As a

representative of one of the old pioneer families

of the county he is well known, while his own

personal worth entitles him to representation in

this volume. He has lived in the county for

forty-seven years, so that his life history is fa-

miliar to his many friends and in all of its phases
it displays sterling characteristics.

11. 1'. HALL.

L nder the direction of no county superintendent
in De Kalb county have the schools made more
substantial advancement than when H. P. Hall

served as county superintendent. His record, too,,

in commercial circles is equally creditable and be-

cause of his wide and favorable acquaintance his

life record will be received with interest by many
of the readers of this volume. He was bom in

Croydon, Sullivan county, New Hampshire, Au-

gust o, 1827, a son of Daniel P. Hall, likewise a

native of the same county. The paternal grandfa-
ther, Abijah Hall, was a soldier of the Eevolution-

ary war and received a captain's commission from
Josiah Bartlett, one of the signers of the Declara-

tion of Independence. The great-grandfather, Ed-
ward Hall, held a commission under the crown

from King George. Urias Powers, the maternal

grandfather of Professor Hall, was also a soldier

of the war of independence. The Hall family is

indeed an old one in the Xew England states and

comes of Scotch-Irish ancestry.

Daniel E. Hall, the father of our subject, was

a carpenter by trade and later engaged in merchan-

dising, which pursuit he followed for many years.

He afterward devoted bis time and energies to

farming and in his last years he lived retired from

active life. He was very prominent and influential

in political circles, supported the republican party
and was representative of his district in the legis-

lature. His many good qualities won him the high

respect and confidence of those who knew him and

he was spoken of by all as "a good man."

H. P. Hall pursued his early education in the

common schools and spent two years in Wesleyan
T'niversity in Connecticut. He also attended Am-
herst college in Massachusetts, belonging to the

class that was graduated in 185(5. His teaching ca-

reer began in 1846, and he taught nine terms in

the east at a salary the first term of nine dollars a

month and boarded around; the last twenty-six
and board. In 1855 he removed to the west and
took up his abode at Marshall, Clark county, Illi-

nois, being employed as principal in :Marshall

academy. Afterward taught school in Terre Haute,
Indiana, and later went to Merom, taking charge
of the Merom Bluff Academy. During the first

year lof'M^^work there the Christian church wanted
'

acdlege and raised thirty-five thousand dollars for

that pur])ose, esUblishing the school in the old

building with Professor Hall as one of the faculty.
•B»r some time he had charge of the college and
was very successful in its conduct.

Atthe time of the Civil war Mr. Hall put aside

all professional and personal considerations, enlist-

ing in 18G4 as a member of Company I, First

Indiana Heavy Artillery, with which he served for

'seven months or until the close of hostilities, being
located at Indianapolis most of the time as a re-

serve. He was discharged at Indianapolis and be-

gan teaching at Pendleton, Indiana, in the public
schools at a salary of twelve hundred dollars per

year. He removed from there to Sycamore as city

superintendent of schools and the successor of

Andrew J. Blanchard, who taught here for twenty-
five years. Professor Hall largely built up the

schools and brought them to such a high standard

of proficiency that instead of receiving one hundred

dollars in tuitions from the outside, an average of

over five hundred dollars per year were taken in.

Professor Hall remained in charge of the citji

schools for two years and was recognized as one

of the best teachers the county ever had. In 1869

he was elected county superintendent of schools

and filled the office for eight years, retiring in 1877

with a most creditable record. He labored for ad-

vancement in the work done in the schools and also
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impressed upon the public mind that better school-

houses were needed, together with shade trees both

for utility and beauty. Under his guidance the

schools made substantial progress, gaining a degree

of excellence never before attained. On retiring

from office Professor Hall embarked in the grocery

business and later in the insurance business but

is now living a retired life.

At Jacksonville, Illinois, Professor Hall was

united in marriage to Miss Ellen M. Herrick, a

teacher in the Jacksonville Female College and a

direct descendent of Governor Endicott of Massa-

chusetts. She was born in Marlboro, Cheshire

county. New Hampshire, in 1827 and is a daughter

of Jeremiah Herrick. She belonged to an old New

England family, her ancestors having come from

England in 1630. Mrs. Hall was graduated from

Newbury Female Institute of Vermont and taught

for many years. By her marriage she became the

mother of five children, but only one is now living,

a daughter, Eva Eeed Hall, who is a graduaiS of

the Northwestern University at Evanston and is

now teaching in Wilmette near that city, being

employed there for the ninth year. Professor and

Mrs. Hall have an attractive and comfortable hcTme

at No. 327 West Sycamore avenue, where they are

spending the evening of life.

In his political views he was originally a whig
and afterward liecame a republican, supporting

that party until 18SS. since which time he has act-

ed with the prohibition party. He has been a mem-
ber of the (Irand Army of the Republic and he and

his wife hold membership in the Methodist church.

In 18G4 De Pauw University of Indiana conferred

upon him the degree of Master of Arts. He has

made teaching his principal life work and was

particularly successful in that field of endeavor,

imparting clearly, readily and concisely to others

the knowledge he had attained. During one year

of his work as superintendent of the De Kalh

county schools he published an educational

monthly relative to the schools of the county, and

he is also the author of a most helpful little pam-

phlet called "Suggestions to Teachers." He indi-

cated the scope of the work—and followed out the

plan in future publication
—in an editorial in the

first issue which said : "The Educational Monthly
is given to the public, not in the expectation that

it will afford general reading matter, nor that it

will he in any sense what is usually termed a parlor

magazine, but it is issued in the belief that it will

give, if properly supported by the friends of edu-

cation, a better understanding of the various edu-

cational enterprises, create a closer sympathy

among pupils, parents and teachers, cause school

property to be better cared for, and that it will

tend to lessen the expense of schools, not in dollars

necessarily, but through the increased efficiency of

teachers, the more studious habits of pupils, a more

faithful discharge of duty on the part of directors,

and a more general feeling throughout the entire

county that to have a good school something more

is necessary than that books and children, with

some one to keep order, should he brought in con-

tact.

"It is not to be understood that any one holds

the opinion unqualifiedly
—doubtless no one does.

It is hoped that the Monthly will stimulate teach-

ers to think much of how and what to teach, and

that it will cause school officers and all others to

see their respective duties more plainly. To effect

results like these, there must be earnest work, not

of words merely, but of action, such as follows

mature and candid reflection.

"It is proper to say in this connection that he,

who may be held responsible for what appears in

the columns of the Monthly, does not expect to

write all its articles, nor that they will all be

original. Assurances have been given by individ-

uals in almost every town of the county that they

approve the plan of pulilishing an educational

journal, and that they will assist as circumstances

will allow. Correspondence and an earnest co-

operation is asked for, in the full belief that it will

be given.

"With these few words with reference to its ob-

ject, the Monthly—humble, unpretending, small in

size, but strong in the faith that it will lay at

least the foundation of a better educational fabric

in its own county
—

goes to the public, asking to

be heard in behalf of the children for whom schools

are established."

In 1906 Professor Hall returned to Amherst

College, attending the semi-centennial reunion of

his class. Twenty-two of the thirty-two living

members were present. Many pleasant memories

were called forth in this reunion and while the

absent—removed by time, space or death—were not

forgotten, it was a great delight to meet again with

the living and recall the incidents of school life
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and to review the liajiiifiiiiigs ot the passinjr years.

Among the most interesting events in the life

of Professor Hall occurred on the 16tli of July.

1906—the celebration of liis fiftietli wedding an-

niversary. It will long he remembered by all «no

participated therein. No preparations had been

made toward a formal celebratittn by Mr. and Mr.<.

Hall. Tliey had simply invited their friends to

call during the afternoon and evening in a social

way. but the occasion will long lie remembered and

it is doubtful if the celebration of their first wed-

ding was a happier event. Many friends in Syca-
more were present and left sub.<tantial token of

their regard and esteem for the worthy couple in

various beautiful gifts, while a large number of

letters and telegrams of congratulation were re-

ceived from many living at a distance who wcro

unable to be present.

HH.NKY NICHOLAS MAY.

Henry Nicholas ilay. a contractor in the ce-

ment business, building hou.ses and sidewalks of

cement at Dc Kalb. was born in Frankfort, Ger-

many, June 2'^, 1S76. His parents were Nicholas

anil Kathryn (King) May. The father was born

in Bingen on the Khine on the 12th of April,

1838, while the tnother's birth occurred in Frank-

fort, Oermany, October 19, 18-17. Nicholas May
was a baker by trade and followed that pursuit

in his native country until 1883, when he brought

his family to the new world, settling in De Kalb

county at Genoa. The wife and mother died on

the 30th of October, 1893. but the father is still

living in De Kalb with his son. They were the

parents of three children.

Henry Nicholas May, the eklest, was educated

in the schools of Sterling, and after putting aside

his text-boolcs worked at the baker's trade for four

years. In 1895 he began learning the cement

business, in which he has since continued, being

engaged in the construction of cement sidewalks

and houses. He is a man of push and progress
and is prompt in the execution of contracts

awarded him.

^Ir. May is well known in military, fraternal

and political circles as well as in business life

and his position upon any vital question has never

been an equivocal one. For seven vears he has

been iirst sergeant of ('om))any A, of the Third

Regiment of the Illinois National Guard. He

helongs to the Knights of Pythias lodge, No. 217,

and the Uniforn;ed Rank. He is likewise a mem-
ber of the Woodmen of the World and the Fra-

ternal Order of Eagles. He exercises his right

of franchise in support of the republican party.

His religious views are indicated by his mem-

bership in the German Lutheran church. In all

of these associations ho is deeply interested and

gives his aid and co-operation thereto as much as

time and business interests will permit.

ilr. ^lay was married in De Kalb, August, 1901,

to ^liss Sadie Anker, who was born in Clinton,

Iowa, May 3. 1884, the youngest of the seven

children of Hans and ^laren .\nkor, both of whom
were natives of Denmark. Mrs. ^lay was educated

in the public schools of De Kalb. Her parents
located at Clinton, Iowa, at an early date and

thence removed to De Kalb county about fifteen

years ago. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. May
h.as been blessed with two daughters: Evelyn K.,

born April 10, 1903; and Leona M., born ^larch

7, 1906. The family are well known in De Kalb

and are pleasantly located at No. 722 North Thir-

teenth street. Both Mr. and Mrs. May have many
friends here who enjoy their hospitality. They
will soon have better facilities for entertaining
their many friends as they e.xpect to erect a new-

block cement house in the spring of 1907. In

his business Mr. May has had substantial ad-

vancement, iiaving now a liberal patronage so that

the work brings him a goodly measure of pros-

])erity each year.

FRANK l.\\(;i.OIS. SR.

Fiaiik l.auglois, formerly connected with busi-

ness interests as a dealer in clothing and a real-

estate agent, is now living retired, his home be-

ing at the corner of State and California streets.

He was born in New York state, March 13, 1838.

When young he went to Canada, where he learned

the blacksmith's trade, and in that country he

was married to Miss Julia Cusson, a native of

Canada, born June 5, 1844.

Mr. Langlois returned to the United States

when nineteen years of age, settling in Massachu-
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setts, where he followed his trade for a number of

years. He became a resident of Sycamore in 1864,

and for ten years was engaged in blacksmithing

here, during which period he acquired the cap-

ital that enabled him to embark in merchandising

at the end of a decade. He purchased a stock of

clothing and opened a store, which he conducted

for some time and also embarked in the real-

estate business. After several years he sold out

his clothing business and is now practically living

retired, although to some extent he still handles

property. The success he achieved is due entirely

to his own labors and energy and the assistance

of his estimable wife, for he started out empty-
handed. Gradually he has worked his way up-

ward and by economy and frugality in former

years, by the careful transaction of business in-

terests, and by sound judgment they June won the

competence that now enables them to praetiially

rest from labor.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Langlois were l)orn three

children, all yet living: AValter, who resides at

Sycamore, where he is engaged in the real-estate

business ; May, the wife of David A. Middleton
;

and Frank, who is living in Chicago.

Mr. Langlois gives his political allegiance to

the democracy. He has been a memlier of the

Odd Fellows lodge in Sycamore for thirt3--five

years and is one of its exemplary representatives.

His wife is a member of the Episcopal church and

they are well known in this city, where for moi-e

than four decades they have resided, Mr. I^auglois

figuring prominently for a long period in busi-

ness circles. Overcoming the trials and difficulties

which always impede progress in the business

world he now stands among the successful few,

and comfortably situated in life he expects to

spend the evening of his days in Sycamore.

JOHN W. WOODS.

Jolm W. Woods is a prominent and influential

farmer residing on section 35, Afton township,

and his many friencfs will be glad to read this

record of his life for he is a prominent and

wealthy citizen and one who is greatly respected

by all who know him. He was born September

25, 1866, in this county, his parents lieing Isaac

and riunia (Ovitt) Woods. The father was born

in PVanklin county, Pennsylvania, May 17, 1835,

while the ni(ithei-"s birth occurred in Kendall

county, Illinois. November 26, 1844, her father

being S. A. Ovitt, an early settler. Mr. and Mrs.

Woods were married December 20, 1865, and be-

came the parent of six children, namely: John

W., Minnie E., Charles S., Daisy A., Ida B. and

Emma C. Of this family John, Ida. Minnie and

Daisy have all engaged in teaching and have been

regarded as very successful and capable teachers.

In 1865 Isaac Woods came to De Kalb county
and settled on section 34, Afton township, where

he turned his attention to general agricultural

pursuits, becoming one of the leading farmers of

the locality. He also soon became quite prom-
inent in township affairs and served as tax col-

lector and assessor for several terms. In 1892

he was elected supervisor and filled that office until

1899, retiring from the position as he had entered

it, with the confidence and good will of all con-

cerned. In his political allcgifince he was always
an earnest and inflexilde republican, giving his

support to the party after attaining his majority.
In his religious faith lie was a Methodist and he

and his family Ijelonged to the church of that de-

nomination at 'Waterman. He took an active part
in its work, doing all in his power to promote its

growth and extend its influence for the moral de-

\cloiuiient of the community. His farm comprised
cine hundred and sixty acres of land and its gen-
eral appearance denoted the thrift of its owner.

No man in Afton townsliip had a wider circle of

friends or was more esteemed for the possession
of those qualities of lionoralde manjiood for in all

relations of life he was iqiright and just. His
death occurred October 6. 1903.

John W. AVoods. whose name introduces this

review, pursued his education in the schools of

Sugar Grove townsliip. Kane county, Illinois, and

afterward engaged in teaching in the district

schools for several years. He uiaintained good order

and imparted clearly and readily to others tha

knowledge he had acquired. FoHowing his mar-

riage he turned his attention to farming and is now

quite extensively engaged in feeding stock in addi-

tion to cultivating his fields.

It was on the 30tli of January, 1895, that ilr.

AVoods was married to Miss Ella Broughton,

daughter of Chauiu-ey W. and Caroline C.
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(Churchill) Broughton. Her father was a farmer

resiiling on the northeast quarter of section 31,

Afton township. He was horn in Pepperell, Mid-

dlesex county, Massachusetts, July 22, 1817, and

in 1861 married Miss Caroline C. Churchill, and

unto this marriage were born five children : Ella,

now Mrs. Woods; William A., whft was born Feb-

ruary 10, 18(53, and died January 6, 1866; May,

born May 7, 18iu: Judson, who was born April

21, 1S69, and died on the 2()th of October of the

same year: and Bon, who was born ^fay 2-5, 1871.

Mr. Broughton, who was a farmer and stock-

raiser, came to Hlinois in 1844 and located in

Kaneville, Kane county, whore he purchased two

hundred acres of govornmont land. He increased

his possessions until he owned about seven hundred

acres and remained there about nine years. He

then sold iiis property and removed to Iowa, but

a year later returned to Illinois and located in

.Vfton township. Do Kalb county. At the time of

his death, which occurred May 8, 1893, he was tht

owner of between eight and nine hundred acres

of land, though at one time he had a thousand

acres. He was one of the most prominent and

respected fanners of the community and his life

was ever honorable and u{)right, bringing to him

the warm regard and friendship of those who knew

him. Tn politics he was a republican and served

his township as supervisor for several terms.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Woods have heen born seven

children: Carrie M.. born January 14, 1896;

Addie M., born February 1, 1897; Ruth E., who

was born September 15, 1898, and died January

10, 1899; Alta B., born November 8, 1899; Pres-

ton L, born .\pril 30, 1901 : John B., born Sep-

tember 17, 1903; and Ealph P., who was born

October 10, 1904, and died on the 10th of Novem-

lier of the same year. The mother of these chil-

dren was educated in the public schools of Afton

township and in the De Kalb high school and is

a cultured and estimable lady, who presides with

gracious hospitality over her pleasant home.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Woods are consistent and

faitliful members of the Methodist Episcopal

church at Waterman. Jlr. Woods gives his po-

litical support to the republican party, with which

he has voted since age conferred upon him the

right of franchise. For several years he filled the

office of school director but has never sought or

desired political preferment as a reward for party

fealty. He and his wife now own three hun-

dred and fifty acres of land in Clinton and Afton

townships. Thev are highly esteemed people, hav-

ing a host of friends throughout the county and

deserve prominent mention in this volume as rep-

resentative citizens.

W[ULIAM FINLEY WILl'BERGER.

William Finley Wiltliorger, of the firm of Talbot

iV Wiltberger, insurance and real-estate dealers

of De Kalb, has made consecutive advancement

in business life, working his way upward by ability.

energy and enterprise until he is now one of the

leading factors in business circles in his native

town. He was born May 8, 1872, a son of Joseph

S and Harriet A. (Wilco.x) Wiltberger, whose

sketch appears elsewhere in this volume.

At the usual age Mr. Wiltberger entered the

public schools and j)assed through successive

grades and also attended the high school. For

two years and a half he engaged in clerking and

v.hile thus employed received his first practical

business training. Subsequently he entered the

Metropolitan Business College of Chicago, where

he was graduated in May, 1893. Following his re-

turu home, he accepted a position on the 25th of

the same month in the office of the De Kalb Fence

Compan}'. After a short period, during which

he acted as shipping clerk, he was given charge

of the books and later was advanced to the posi-

tion of cashier, in which capacity he remained for

a number of years, when he was promoted to the

responsible position of credit man. He continued

to hold that position with the company until he

resigned on the 1st of March, 1906. He had the

entire confidence of the company and greatly pro-

moted its business interests through the capable

management of his department. Prior to his res-

ignation the firm of Talbot & Wiltberger was or-

ganized for the conduct of the insurance, real-

estate and investment business and during the

year which has since elapsed the firm has had a

large share of the public patronage in their line,

enjoying merited prosperity from the beginning.

On the 1st of August, 1896, Mr. Wiltberger

was married to Miss Helen B. Duffey, a daughter

of Robert and Ellen DufPey, of De Kalb. They
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have tliree .sons: William Aklen, born October

17, 1897; Kenneth Lyman, born January 4, 1908
;

and Herbert Fox, born April 7, 1905. Mrs. Wilt-

berger is an accomplished and cultured lady and

she and her husband are well known in social cir-

cles. Mr. Wiltberger is a member of De Kail)

lodge, No. 144, A. F. & A. M. ; De Kalb chapter.

No. 53, E. A. M.
; and De Kalb lodge, No. 765,

B. P. 0. E. He likewise holds membership in

the Congregational church and for many years

was its treasurer. The clnirch finds in him a

liberal supporter and he is, moreover, an inter-

ested advocate of all those movements and plans
which have direct bearing upon the material, in-

tellectual and moral progress of the community.

STEPHEN DECATUR COLEMAN.

On the list of Sandwich's honored dead appears
the name of Stephen Decatur Coleman, a man who
stood four square to every wind that blows. -His

strength was the strength of high purpose, of stal-

wart convictions and honorable manhood and the

seventy-seven 3'ears allotted to him were fraught
with good deeds and kindly actions as well as with

inisiness successes and triumphs. He lived to re-

alize much of the joys as well as the sorrow of

life anil in the wise use of the experiences which

came to him developed a character worthy of

emulation, regard and admiration.

Mr. Coleman was born in Middietown, Vermont,
on the 1st of September. 1826. He lost his father

when only five ^-ears of age and spent the re-

uiainder of his minority in the home of an uncle,

during wbieli time lie acquired a common-scliool

education and was trained lo habits of industry.

In compensation for the services which he ren-

deied to his unc'e througli the period of his boy-

liood and youth he received, on attaining his ma-

jority, a suit of clothes and one hundred dollars

in money. Tims equipped, he started out in life

on his own account. He possessed, however, in ad-

dition a strong purpose, laudable desire for ad-

vancement and an unfaltering resolution to make

the most of his opportunities. He recognized that

the present and not the future holds the moment
for action, and lie did nobly tlie task that lay at

hand. He became a resident of Illinois in 1856.

On the 11th of September, 1855, Mr. Coleman

was united in marriage to Margaret Louisa Eraser,

a daughter of Lyman Fraser, a representative

farmer of the county. In 1854 Mr. Fraser brought

his family from Vermont to De Kalb county. He
was connected with educational affairs in the east

but after coming to Illinois devoted his time and

energies to farming. He was born in 1809 and

departed this life in 1892, after spending the last

twelve years in Sandwich, where he took up his

abode in 1880. His wife, who was born in 1809,

died in 1864. Mr. Coleman and his young wife

took up their abode upon a fann in Somonauk

township near her father's place and for a long

period Mr. Coleman followed the occupation of

farming, bringing his fields under a high state of

cultivation and adding many substantial and mod-

ern improvements. He stood for progress and was

a leader in the agricultural life of his community,

many being prompted to put forth more earnest

and efliective efforts for agricultural advancement

through the stimulus of his e.xample and encour-

agement. He also became one of the early mem-

bers of the Somonauk Mutual Insurance Company
and also did much to stimulate an interest in agri-

cultural advancement through his efforts in connec-

tion with the Sandwich Fair Association, of which

he was president for twenty years. He was a man

actively interested in many other important mat-

ters, having direct bearing upon the farming in-

terests of the county. Year after year he carefully

superintended his own farm, controlling the work

of development and improvement there until the

fall of 1900, when, with his wife and daughter

Grace he removed to Sandwich, where they made

their liome with his daughter, Mrs. A. E. Wood-

ward. His last days were spent in her home and

there he passed away on the 22d of February, 1904,

at the age of seventy-seven years.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Coleman were Ijorn seven

children, of whom Willie D., the eldest, died in his

seventeenth year. The others are : ilabel L.. the

wife of A. E. Woodward, who is assistant treasurer

of the Sandwich Manufacturing Company and

president of the school board ; Adelbcrt E., who is

president of the Ornamental Iron Company of

Chicago ; Lyman H., for many years principal of

schools and now a teacher in the pulilic schools of

Chicago ; Mary E., the wife of William M. Goudy,

postmaster of Fairfield, Illinois, and editor and
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proprietor of the Wayne County Press: Don V.,

who was a farmer and died January 12, 1905, at

the age of twenty-nine years; and Grace F., who
is with her mother. Mrs. Coleman and her cliil-

dren are members of the Congregational church,

and although Mr. Coleman did not hold member-

ship relations therewith he attended its services

and contributed generously to its support.

For a long period Mr. Coleman filled the office

of school director and he also served as justice of

the peace. He was a man of kind and loving dis-

position, and therefore made many friends. He

always had a cheery smile and pleasant greeting

for those with whom he came in contact and

was one of that class—too rare in this world—who

shed around them much of the sunshine of life.

He never forgot a friend and had strong attach-

ment for the coitimunities in which he had lived

and laboH'd. including the place of his birth, where

he also spent the first thirty years of his life.

He made frequent visits back to the old home and

took great delight in renewing the acquaintances
of his earlier years. He was very fond of children,

loved to participate with them in their games and

sports, and in return was regarded by them as a

companion and friend. He always remained young
in heart and had a mind very receptive to the in-

fluences of nature in all its phases "listening to

babes and sages, birds and stars with open heart,

allowing good to grow up through the common-

place." He contributed generously to (lie sup-

port of the gospel, was much interested in the

Sunday school and possessed a reverent character.

He was, moreover, a strong advocate of temperance

principles and reform and believed in the develop-

ment of man's life in accordance with high ideals

and recognized that the true joy and fullness of

existence comes in this way.

Dr. G. H. Robertson, who knew Mr. Coleman

long and well, said of him : "It was not merely
for tlie financial interests of his family that he

wrought with such persistent force - and energy.

He was always deeply and actively interested in

schools in order that his own and other cliildren

might receive an education suited to the demands

of the time, and that they might start out in

life well equipped for the eager, strenuous service

before them. So, too, was he anxious for the

moral education and welfare of his family that

thev might take a hi.wh and honorable place in this

great world's great affairs. In all these directions

his efforts were crowned with success, the success

which may always with safety be predicted as the

reward of steady, strong and well directed energy.

The results of his life work he has left as monu-

ments to his activity. There were also other strong
elements in his character deserving of recognition

and remembrance. On all public questions where

the moral health and interest of the community
were involved he could always be found on the

right side. On all those matters which pertain to

public order and public decency, which so vitally

affect the health and morals of the people, he had

but one position, fixed and unalterable. Unmoved

by public clamor, unterrified by public threats,

scorning all such base and unworthy considera-

tions as financial loss or gain, in such a contest

undismayed by popular opinion, he stood for right,

for order, for sobriety, for the protection and con-

servation of the home and the moral health of the

people. When others feared and faltered he was

only the more resolute and aggressive". There was

no suspecting nor mistaking his position." As

long as there remains on the earth those wiio

Icnew Stephen D. Coleman, so long will liis mem-
orv hv enshrined in their hearts.

BERT BERGER.

Bert Berger, who is engaged in farming in De
Kalb county, was born in Blair county, Pennsyl-

vania, June 18, 1S5T. His parents, John and

Susan Berger, were likewise natives of Pennsyl-
vania and the mother passed away at the age of

forty-four years. The father, however, has at-

tained the venerable age of eighty-one years, and

is now living in Kansas. Bert Berger spent the

days of his boyhood and youth under the parental

roof. At an early age lie was trained to habits of

industry and economy and these have proven valu-

able traits in the days of his later life. He came

to Illinois in 18T6, and has followed the occupation
of farming, being for some time connected with

general agrictUtural pursuits and for the past four

years has been foreman on the farm of W. L. Ell-

wood. In his work he is practical, progressive and

energetic, accomplishing much by reason of his

capable management and untiring diligence.
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Mr. Berger was inarrie;! tn iliss Anna B. Wiltse.

who was born in South (Irnve township. Illinois,

February '^3, 1860. Her parents were natives of

Greene county, New York. Her father, Kichard

Wiltse, was boi'ii Ajiril 9, 1833, and in the yeai-

1853 came to the Jlississij>pi valley, settling in

De Kalb county, Hlinois. He took up his abode

in South Grove township, where ho [(illowed farm-

ing. His wife was born June 26, 1836. His death

occurred on the 21.st of April, 1903, but .Mrs.

Wiltse is still living and now makes her home with

her daughter Mrs. Berger. In the family were

nine children : Freedom, Winslow, Mrs. Berger,
Oliver Eugene, Addie May, William H., Mary E.,

Leroy, and James C., of which number two are

deceased. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Berger
was celebrated July .5, 1882, and unto them were

born three children: Elfa Ada and life Anna,

twins, who were born September id, ISSl. The
former is now married and lives on a farm in

Afton township, while the latter is at liome with

her parents. The youngest daughter Esther, was

born January 1. 1886, and is the wife of E. D.

Laub.

ilr. Berger is a juohibitionist in politics, be-

lieving iirmly in the jirinciples of temperance and

standing loyally by his views upon this question,
at the ballot box. He and his wife are members of

the Congregationalist church, and are warmly
esteemed throughout the community by all who
know them, because of their many excellent quali-
ties of heart and mind.

CHAELES HALSEY BUELL.

Charles Halsey Buell, engaged in the real-estate

business in the city of Sycamore, is one of De
Kalb county's native sons, his birth having oc-

curred on section 31, Sycamore township, March

12, 1849. His father, Hiram Buell, was boin in

Berkshire county, Massachusetts, March 27, 1809,

and, having arrived at years of maturity, wedded

Sophia Ludby, who was born in Plymouth, Eng-
land, January 29, 181.5. Hiram Buell was a hat-

ter by occupation and followed that pursuit until

about twenty-five years of age. Later he carried

on farming and brick-making. Charles H. Buell

has a red brick which Avas taken from the old

courthiuise of De Kalb county, which structure

was built of brick furnished by tlu' scni(u- Buell,

and the one in jwssession of his son Charies liears

the fathei's name in full. It was in 1831 that

Hiram Btiell came westwai'd td Illinois, settling

in Cook county, three years before the incorjwra-

tion of Chicago as a city. Indeed the future

metro])olis was at that time little more than a

hamlet in the midst of a swamp and gave but little

evidence or promise of its future wonderful

growth and development. Shortly afterward the

father continued his way to De Kalb county and

took up his abode on section 31, Sycamore town-

ship, after which he carried on general farming

in connection with the operation of his brickyard.

Unto him and his wife were born two sons and a

daughter: David W.. born February 12, 1839;

Mrs. Mary E. Smith, February 18, 1842; and

Charles H., of this review.

Mrs. Ehoda Winslow Norcutt, the maternal

grandmother of C'harles H. Buell, was born Octo-

ber 2, 1189, and was one of the direct descendants

of the Plymouth Rock colony. She came to Illi-

nois in 1834 with her daughter, ilrs. William G.

Allen, and resided here until her death, which

occurred in November, 1888, lacking less than a

year of being a centenarian.

Charles H. Buell began his education in the

])ublic schools, and after completing the high-

school course in Sycamore further prepared for the

(hities of a business life by a course in Bryant &

Stratton Commercial College in Chicago. He

engaged in teaching for twelve years and then

turned liis attention to carpentering, being idwiti-

fied with building operations in the county until

1895, when he became interested in real-estate

business and opened an office. He has since con-

tinued as a real-estate agent of Sycamore and has

negotiated many important property transfers.

He also owns in liis own right eighty acres of good

land in North Dakota.

At one time Mr. Buell was a memljer of the state

militia for four years. Fraternally he is connected

with the Modern AVoodmen camp. No. 47, of Syca-

more. In politics he has always been independent,

casting his ballot for the men whom he regards as

best qualified for office rather than for party.

On the 6th of May, 1874, Mr. Buell was united

in marriage, in Sycamore, to Miss Amanda M.

Deilv, who was liorn in this citv. Mav 6, 1851.
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IKr father, Jacob Deily, was boru in Eastou,

Pfiiusylvania, in 1828, and liis life span, covering

a period of seventy years, was terminated in 1898.

His wife was born in Compton, Canada, in 1824,

and bore the maiden name of Louisa A. Bctts.

Thty were married in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in

]84!i, and Mrs. Deily is still living, having now
attained the age of eighty-three years. By her

marriage she had two daughters: Mrs. Buell; and
JCvji E. Deily. who was born in 18.">4. Info Mr.

and Mrs. Buell jiave bei^n born five children:

Arthur J., born March 2, 1875; Lynn H., Septem-
iier 21, 1877; Charles F., January 10, 18S(»; Eva

May, March 15, 1882; and Minnie Louisa, June

14, 1884. The third son died March 18, 1898.

The family home is pleasantly located at Xo. 428

South California street.

Mr. Buell has throughout his entire life been a

resident of De Kalb county and is a representative
of one of its oldest and most valued pioneer fami-

lies, the name of Buell having figured prominently
in connection with tiie history of this part of the

state lor more than si.\ decades. He has watched

with interest tlie progress that has lieen made in

the last half century or more, has delighted in

what has been accomplished and has stood for all

that is progressive in citizenship.

MAiniX DIFFY. .S|;.

Martin Dulfy, Sr., is one of the venerable citi-

?eris of De Kalb county and receives the respect

which should always be accorded to one who has

advanced far on life's journey. His business

interests have been carefully managed, and he is

today the owner of four hundred and fifty acres

of valuable farming land in Clinton and Shabbona

townships, from which he derives a good income

that supplies Inm with all the comforts and some

of the luxuries of life. He was born in Kings

county, Ireland, October 10, 1826, and his parents

were Patrick and Ellen Duffy, who were also na-

tives of that coiiritry. where they spent their entire

lives, the father passing away at the age of si.xtv-

five years and the mother when fifty years of age.

'Martin Duffy of this review acquired his educa-

tion in liis native country. In 1850, when in his

twenty-fourth year, he bade adieu to friends and

family and sailed for the United States. He

had heard favorable reports concerning the busi-

ness opportunities offered in this laud and lioped

to improve his financial condition by this change

of residence. He realized, too, that unfaltering

labor is the basis of all success. He first went

to work on a farm in Columbia county, New York,

and for five years was the employe of one man.

In 1852 Mr. Dutfy was united in marriage to

Miss Bridget Dugan, who was born in the state

(,J New York, ilarch 1(), 1832. Her parents were

natives of Ireland and came to the new world in

early life, settling in New Y'ork, where the father

died at the age of fifty-four years. The mother

iifterward came west with her daughter, Mrs.

Duffy, and reached the venerable age of eighty-

four years ere she was called to the world beyond.

The year 1855 witnessed the arrival of Mr.

Duffy in Illinois, at which time he located at

Serena. La Salle county, where for seven years

he rented a farm on shares. They lived carefully,

economically and frugally, and in 1865 Mr. Dulfy

was enabled to purcha.«e eighty acres of land in

Shabbona township, De Kali) county. He removed

to this farm and has since made it his home. .\s

time has pas.sed, however, he has extended the

boundaries of his property, until he now owns four

hundred and fifty acres of land, lying partly in

Clinton and partly in Shabljona townships. He

has also assisted his living children to obtain good

farms.

Unto Mr. and .Mrs. Duffy were born fourteen

children: William, born May 2, 1854; John, born

May 29, 1855
; Ellen, born October 6, 1856, now

deceased: Catherine, born February 10, 1858:

Patrick, born March 28. 1S59; Hugh, liorn Oc-

tober 4, 1861 : Lawrence, born April 4, 1864 ;

Martin, born April 1. 1866: .\nn, born F>bruary

15, 1868: Margaret, born June 21, 1869; Jame.«.

born February 14, 1871 ; and three who died in

infancy. They also have forty-five grandchildrtn

and four great-grandchildren.

In politics Mr. Duffy is a stalwart democrat

and has always voted that ticket. He was school

director of this district for twelve years, but has

never been a politician in the .sense of office seek-

ing though he has always kept well informed on

questions of the day. When he crossed the .\tlan-

tic to the new world he was practically empty-

handed. He and his wife are now living ;. re-
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tired life on tlie old laiiiily homestead, on seetiou

13, Shabbona townslup, and their income through
their property interests is sufficient to supply them

with all the comforts of life. They certainly de-

serve much credit for what they have accomplished
and their life record proves what may be obtained

by diligence, economy and energy. They are now

well advanced in years and aix' honored and re-

spected hj all who know them
;
are a credit to their

name and have ever been worthy citizens of the

comniunitv.

JOHN F. SHOOP.

John F. Shoop, a wide-awake and enterprising

agriculturist, owns and operates a well improved
farm of one hundred and seventy-eight acres and

makes his home in a fine I'esidcnce in tlie village of

ilalta. Mr. Shoop was Ijorii on a farm in Pierce

township, De Ivalb county, February G, 1S.t7, a

son of Solomon and Catherine (Eberly) Slifqpay-T

both of whom were natives of Pennsylvania, \\\li^&\

their marriage occurred. They made their home in

that state for some time and later came west^Vard,

to Illinois, settling on a farm in Pierce towniihl!|!i:.

De Kalb county, where Mr. Shoop purchased one

hundred and sixty acres of land, the year of his

location thereon being 1848. He improved and

cultivated his farm until his death, which there

occurred in 1890. He was survived by his wife

for only about five years, her death occurring in

189.5. Their union was Ijlessed with eleven chil-

dren, of whom seven still survive.

John F. Shoop acquired his education in the

schools of Pierceville, and he was reared in much
the usual manner of farm lads, assisting his father

in the duties of the fields during the period of his

boyhood and youth. He has carried on general

agricultural pursuits throughout his entire busi-

ness career and is now the owner of one hundred

and seventy-eight acres of land lying near Malta,

this being operated by himself, and he makes his

home in a pleasant residence in the village.

Mr. Shoop established a home of his own by his

marriage on the 20th of October, 1881, to Miss

Margaret Wendeberg, \\ho was boi'n in Pierce-

ville, December 10, 1860. Her parents, George
and Flizabeth (Schule) Wendeberg, came to Illi-

nois from Germany, settling first in Du Page

county, while later they continued their Journey
to De Kalb county, locating on a farm in Pierce

township, where they lived for a time but later

came to Malta township. The father is now de-

ceased but the mother still survives and now makes

her home in the village of Malta. The marriage
of Mr. and Mrs. Shoop has been blessed with one

son, Elmer J., who was bom April 14, 1887, and

is still under the parental roof.

Mr. Shoop supports the men and measures of the

republican party and for three years served as

pathmaster. He belongs to Modern Woodmen

camp, No. 217. and to Knights of Pythias lodge.

No. 541, at Malta. Both he and his wife are

identified with the Methodist Episcopal church,

in which he has served as trustee and steward for

a number of years. They are loyal citizens and

have a host of warm friends in Malta and De Kalb

countv.

JOHN E. ADEE.

.. ..John E. Adee, a native son of De Kalb county,

'has;fotind in the rich agricultural resources of this

section of the state ample opportunity for the

scope of his activities and has thereby become the

owner of a fine farm of two hundred and eighteen

acres, situated on sections 22 and 2.3, South Grove

township. He was born on a farm in this town-

ship, April 3, 1859, a son of William and Margaret

(Becker) Adee, who were farming people of Dela-

ware county. New York. The year J.843, however,

witnessed their arrival in Illinois, and the father

pre-empted a section of land on section 15, South

Grove township, De Kalb county, on which he

made his home until his death, which occurred in

1890. He was a very prosperous man in all his

undertakings, and at the time of his death owned

a valuable estate comprising five hundred acres.

His widow still survives and now makes her iiome

with her son, George Adee, in South Grove town-

ship.

Mr. Adee of this review acquired his early edu-

cation in the district schools near his father's home,
after which he spent two years in the high school

at De Kalb, subsequent to which time he engaged
in farming in South Grove township, where he has
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made his home to tlie present time. He lias ini-

proved his place bv the erection of substantial

Ijiiildings. which are kept in good repair and

everything about his place denotes a spirit of

eutorprise and progressiveness.

In 1887 occurred the marriage of Mr. Adee and

Miss Carrie Shaver, a native of Soutli Grove town-

ship, and a daughter of J. S. Shaver, au agricul-

turist. Their marriage has been blessed with four

children: Verna, who is now a student in the lie

Kalb Normal School ; John, Alva and Wallace, all

under the parental roof.

Mr. Adee gives his political support to the re-

publican party. While not identified witii any

church organization he and his wife attend and

support the church in their home locality, being

deeply interested in the moral development of the

community. Bolli Mr. and .Mrs. Adee have always

lived in De Kalb cimnty and therefore are widely

and favorably known, for their conduct has ever

been such as to win the respect and adiniratinn of

all with whom tliey iiave been bnmglit in contact,

while their own home is noted for its gracious and

wariii-licarted bcispilaiily.

W II,1JAM BLAOG.

William T. Blagg. who is engaged in general

farming and in breeding and raising thorough-

bred Jersey cattle and Poland Cliina hogs, owns

and operates the Argyle Park farm, a well im-

proved and valuable property on section 22, Sand-

v/liich township, within two anda half miles of the

town of Sandwich. His life record began ^n

Tishomingo county. Mississippi, on the 30th of

December, 1847. His father, Henry Blagg, was a

native of Kentucky and was reared near Louis-

ville. He was twice married, his second union

being with Miss Mary Nix, a native of Knoxvillc.

Tennessee. This worthy couple settled in Mi—

sissippi upon plantation, where they lived foi d

number of years, and the death of Mr. Blagg

occurred there in 1861, the interment being made

on the 14th of April. His wife long survived

him and coming to the north lived in Illinois for

several years but her last days were spent in

Nebraska.

William T. Blagg was the oldest of six childrcii,

two sons and four daughters, his brother being

1'homas J. Blagg, now in Idaho. The sisters

were: Nettie, wife of Julius Tranbiie of Cort-

land, Nebraska; Ellen, wife of Clark Deming, a

farmer of Cortland, Nebraska; Parthenia, wife

of Isaac Tiger, of Idaho; and Frances, wife of

Stacy Kirkbride, of Kansas City, Missouri.

William T. Blagg was reared in Mississippi to

the age of fifteen years. The spring liefore he

was fifteen he enlisted for service in the Union

army, joining Company K, Sixty-si.xth Illinois

^'oiunteer Infantry. He served with the Western

Sharp-shooters for six months and eighteen days

and acted on detached. duty as a spy and guide

and was then discharged for disaliility. He came

north in the winter of 18(i2, nuiking his way to

Sandwich with his mother and the family. Ho
went to work at anything he could find to do and

for four years was employed as a farm hand by

the month. He then rented land, which he con-

tinued to cultivate for four years, after wliicli

he engaged in teaming in Sandwich for fourteen

years, being quite successful in the latter pursuit.

Mr. Blagg was married in Hinckley, Squaw
Grove township, November 28, 1875. to Miss Hat-

tie A. Hobbs, who was at that time nineteen years

of age. She was born in Delhi, Delaware county,

New York, a daughter of George E. Hobbs, who

in 1851 made the trip to California by steamer

and across the isthmus. He again went in 1857

over the same route and was absent from home

for two years, spending his time largely in the

mines. On one occasion the ship in which lie

sailed was wrecked but the crew and passengers

were saved. In the year 1865 Mr. Hobbs re-

moved to the west arriving in Sandwich. Fcl)-

ruary 18. He settled in Sqnaw Grove township

and there followed farming, while upon the oil

homestead he reared his family, numbering four

children: David A., now a farmer of Squa\»'

Grove township; Mary, who died in New York

at the age of nine years ; Nettie M.. wife of George

MeWhirter, of Yorkville. Illinois: and Mrs. Blagg.

The last named was only nine years old when

brought to De Kalb county. After her marriage

she went with her husband to a home in Siuidwich

where they lived for nineteen years, Mr. Blagg

having built a neat residence in the town before

his marriage. He afterivard located on a farm
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soiitli of Saudwicli, where lie rented iaiul i'or twj

years and then bought the land where he now

resides. He has since greatly improved the place,

has repaired and remodeled the dwelling, has put

up an ice house, has added to the barn, secured

farm machinery,enclosed his fields with woven wire

and barb wire fences and in fact has made it an

excellent property. He is raising pure biooaed

registered Jersey cattle, to which he has given his

attention for eighteen years. He has also engaged
in the business for many years and raises and

feeds about a carload of fat hogs each year. In

bis business his detenuiuation and enterprise have

met with a creditable measure of success as the

years have gone by.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Blagg have been born a

daughter and a son : Louetta and LaVerne, the

latter at home and the former now the wife of

Professor George W. Davis, who is occupying a

chair in the college at Albion, Illinois. Mr. and

Mrs. Blagg are members of the Methodist Episco-

pal church at Sandwich and Mr. Blagg is inde-

pendent in politics. He has seen Sai3Kiw.icli grow'

into a thriving city and all the best farms in the

township made. His life has been one of energy

for he has realized that there is no excellence

without labor and that there is no royal road to

wealth. Depending upon his own resources from

early boyhood, he has labored persistently in his

business affairs and has achieved a measure of

success which is most gratifying, proving what

may be accomplished when one has the will to dare

and to do.

HELSON & WALROD.

The firm of Helson & Walrud are proprietors

of the most up-to-date livery barn in Sycamore,

as their business is located in the Henrie build-

ing opposite the county courthouse, at No. 134

West State street, and the owners, T. H. Helson

and George Walrod, do all kinds of teaming as

well as a general livery business. They have a

very large barn and do hearse work for both the

undertakers in Sycamore. They keep twenty-four

horses all the time and have some of the finest

vehicles to be found in the county. Their busi-

ness has been sucessfully conducted here since De-

cember 6, 1905, and they have been accorded a

liberal patronage, which is indeed well merited.

T. H. Helson, the senior partner, was born in

Kane county, Illinois, and is a son of John Hel-

son, whose birth occurred in Plymouth, Devon-

shire, England, on the 2-lth of November, 1819.

The grandfather, Jolin Helson, Sr., was born in

the parish of Braidwood, Widger, Devonshire,

about 1800, and died at the age of seventy-four

years. In his early manhood he was a workman

in the limestone quarries, and about 1823 was

nearly killed by a premature blast, a piece being

cut out of his face. Subsequent to that time he

engaged in general work as a common laborer.

His wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary

Harris, was a daughter of Joseph Harris, and was

born near Plymouth, Devonshiie, England, ^\hile

Iier death occurred when she was about forty-five

years of age.

In liis boyhood and youth John Helson, father

of our subject, worked at farm labor in Devon-

shire but for a period of nine years, beginning at

the time lie attained his majority, he was employed

in mines at Cornwall. On leaving that service he

came to the United States, sailing from Plymouth

as passenger on the vessel Cordelia, a three mast

ship, which weighed anchor on the 1th of April,

1848, and reached Quebec, Canada, after a voyage

of six weeks and three days. From there he went

to Erie, Pennsylvania, by lake and on to New-

castle by the old Petersburg & Erie canal, remain-

ing in the latter city from June, 1848, until the

spring of 1851. He then sought a home m the

Mississippi valley, coming to Illinois, where he pur-

chased a farm of one hundred and fifty acres lyuig

on each side of the boundary line between Kane

and De Kallj counties. He afterward added to his

farm until he owned two hundred and seventy-five

acres, which he brought under a high state of culti-

vation and to which he added many modern im-

provements. He engaged in both minin,i4- and

farming for some years but in 1871 retired from

active business life and removed to Sycamore,

where he spent his remaining days in the enjoy-

ment of a rest which he richly deserved. He was

married in St. Clear parish, in Devonshire, Eng-

land, to Miss Elizabeth Jane, a daughter of Wil-

liam and Catherine (Johns) Jane. In their fam-

ily were seven children: George John, of Syca-

more township; Mary Jane, the wife of W. W.
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Lmiddn. ol' Sycamore: Elizalu'tli. llso wito oi' W'il-

liaiii Sliuoy, of Sycamore townsliip; Kichaid

John, of Iowa; Louisa, the wife of William Sea-

mans, of Sycamore; Catherine, the wife of Nicho-

las Johnson, of Sycamore; and Thoma.s JI.. of this

review. The mother died June 22, iStKi. Slie

was a devoted mendier of the Afetliodist Episcopal

church, as was also the father.

T. n. ITelson ]uu'sued his education in tl;e

scliools of Kane and De Kalb counties and for

tiiirty-five years has resided in tiie latter county,

lie married ^fiss .\della ^fay Seacord, and they

have two children. Hazel and liay. ilr. Helson is

a member of the Odd Fdlows society and the

Modern Woodmen camp. He resides at No. 109

-Mma street, Sycamore.

George Walrod, the junior member of the firm

of Helson & Walrod, is a native of Sycamore, his

father being Walter D. Walrod, who was born

March 1.3, 1843, in this city. The grandfather,

Erasmus D. Walrod, was a pioneer settler of De

Kalb county, whose birth occurred in Afontgomery

county. New York, June 16, 181(!. He came to

Hlinois when nineteen years of age with his par-

ents, the year of their arrival being 1835. He
located near Sycamore on a farm and there spent

the remainder of his days, developing a home-

stead jiroperty, which is now- owned by Walter D.

Walrod. In 1839 he married Melintha Powell,

wlio was born in ^1 on roe county. New York, No-

vember 9. 1817. They became the parents of five

children but AN'alter I). Walrod is the only one now

living. The rather died June 29, 1892. wliile his

wife i>assed away October 21, 1889.

^\'alter D. Walrod was reared and educated in

Sycamore and for some time engaged in the

livery bTisiness and also in the sale of buggies and

agricultural iniptements but in later years has

followed farming. He owns a beautiful home at

No. 43 W^est State street, where he resides. He

also owns one hundred and ten acres of finely im-

proved land adjoining the city of Sycamore. He

wedded ]\Iary Watkins, of Kane county, Illinois,

who died three years later, leaving a son, William

E.. who married Edith Petrie, and resides near

his father's home. For his second wife Walter D.

Walrod wedded Eva Denmark, of Pennsylvania, a

daughter of D. J. Denmark, who died in December,

190(5. By this marriage there are six children:

Melintha, the wife of George Sell, of Sycamore,

by whiiiii she has one ciiild, Irene; (ieorge, of this

review; Louis, who married Maud Starks and lives

in Sycamore; Walter, in Chicago; Jennie, at h(nne;

and Charles, also in Chicago.

George Walrod has always lived in Sycamore,
and at the usual age he entered the public schools,

where, j)assing through successive grades, he ac-

quired his education. He married Miss Nellie

Spears, and they arc located in a comfortable homo

in Sycamore. Mr. Walrod belongs to the ^lodcrn

Woodmen camp, and both he and his wife are

widely and favorably known here. He has pros-

pered in his undertakings and the firm of Helson

iV Walrod is well known and has a liberal patronage

by reason of the reliable t^iianner in whiob they

eondiut their business.

THEHO.N .M. STAJIK.

Tlieron ^I. Stark, a stock-buyer and capitalist

residing at No. 523 De Kalb avenue. Sycamore,
has been engaged in the buying and shipping of

stock here since 1884 and in this connection has

become widely known. He is a native of De Kalb

county, Illinois, born in IS.jl where the Ward
hotel now stands. His father, ilarsball Stark,

was born in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, .Vugust

12, 1813, and was reared in the county of his

nativity, where he acquired a good practical com-

mon-school education, while later he engaged in

teaching. His parents, Oliver and Betsy (Dixon)

Stark, Avere likewise natives of the Keystone state

and were descended from New England ancestry

connected with the same family of which General

Stark of Bennington fame was a member. On

attaining his majority Marshall Stark came to

the middle west and in the summer of 1834 lo-

cated a claim near Rockford, Winnebago county,

Illinois, but made no permanent settlement at that

time. Returning to Pennsylvania, he taught school

through the succeeding winter and in the spring
of 1S3G he began the journey westward to this

state, settling in De Kalb county. He located on

what are now sections 20 and 21, Sycamore town-

.ship, purchasing the land from the general govern-
ment as soon as it came into market. On his

arrival he built a log cabin near the timber and at

once began the arduous task of clearinj: anil culti-
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vating the fields. He thus made a good start in

liis farm work in the west, continuing the imi^rove-

ment of his ijroperty until the fall of 1841, when

he returned to his Pennsylvania home and on the

5th of October of the same year was married to

Miss Louisa Tyler, a native of Susquehanna coun-

ty, Pennsylvania, lioin Dccemlwr 16, 1820, in the

town of Dimoek, lici- paicnts licing Royal and

Mary (Soulhwick) Tyler.

A few weeks after the celebration of their nup-

tials Mr. and Mrs. Stark journeyed westward to

the new home which he had prepared, driving

across the country with a team of horses. For

three years they occnpied the log cabin which he

had put up. at the end of which time ilr. Stark

built a comfortable frame residence, which they

occupied for many long years. Mr. Stark pros-

pered in his business undertakings as time passed

and was recognized as one of the most energetic

and thrifty men of De Kalb county. His wife,

too, proved an able and faithful companion and

helpmate to him, encouraging him in every pos-

sible way. She readily adapted herself to the

changed circumstances from a comfortable home

in the east to a log cabin in the west in the midst

of pioneer surroundings, but success came as the

years went by and the primitive home was replaced

by a more modern dwelling and they were enabled

to secure the comforts and conveniences known to

the older east. Mr. Stark also figured in public

life and liis IVIlow citizens, recognizing his worth

and ability, called him to the office of sheriff of

De Ivalb county, in which capacity he served for

three years.

During that period Marshall Stark opened a

hotel in Sycamore, which he conducted for six

years, and also carried on a store in the county

seat, but in 1854 he disposed of his business inter-

ests in the town and returned to the farm, where

he spent his remaining days. His place was

pleasantly and conveniently located about a mile

and a half from Sycamore and he owned alto-

gether five hundred acres of rich and fertile land,

which produced excellent crops and made him one

of the prosperous agriculturists of the community.

He also became interested in the stock and grain

trades and in addition to cultivating his fields he

was for years engaged in buying and selling stock

and grain, carrying on a large and profitable busi-

ness in that wav. Later in life he turned his atten-

tion to the lumber trade, spending two winters in

the pineries of Michigan. In partnership with his

son, Theron M., he opened a large lund>eryard in

Sycamore and built up an extensive and profitable

business here. He followed that enterprise from

1874 until 1883, when his life's labors were ended

in death. He passed away December 26, 1888, at

the age of sixty-nine years, while his wife sur-

vived imtil July 1, 1892. They were members of

the Methodist Episcopal church of Sycamore, con-

tributed liberally to the erection of its house of

worship and also assisted in building two other

churclics in this locality. They were indeed faith-

ful and earnest Christian people and enjoyed in

large measure the esteem and confidence of those

who knew them. Mr. Stark served as assessor, as

s(h(iol (•(uumissioner and as super\isor of his town-

ship and was a membei' of the county board at the

time of his death. Local advancement and na-

tional jirourcss were causes both dear to his heart

and he stood as a high type of our American citi-

zenship, imbued with patriotism and with zeal for

his party, yet never ])lacing partisanship before the

general good.

IMr. and Mrs. Stark were the parents of ten

children : Harmon M., a farmer residing in Kings-
ton township ; Martha S., the wife of Hosca W.

Atwood, living in Jasper county, Iowa; Mary E.,

the wife of L. C. Harris, of Genoa township ; Jef-

ferson ()., deceased; Henry J., of Sycamore;
Theron M.

; Ada L., the wife of James Maitland,

living in Sycamore township ; Ella A., the wife of

A. W. Brower, of Sycamore; Emma J., who mar-

ried Charles Wiggins and lives in Nebraska
;
and

Hattie M., who wedded Burton W. Lee, of Syca-

more township.

Theron M. Stark is indebted to the Sycamore
schools for the educational privileges which quali-

fied him for business life. Eeared to the occupa-

tion of farming, he followed that pursuit imtil

1875 in the vicinity of Sycamore and then turned

his attention to the lumber trade in connection

with his father, continuing in that line for nine

years. He then went into the stock business, buy-

ing and selling stock, and has since continued in

this line. He has been very successful and is now

the leading stockman in this part of the county,

his business having reached extensive proportions.

He is an excellent judge of stock, seldom at fault
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in placing valuation upon cattle, and this has been

one element of his prosperity.

ilr. Stark was married to iliss Sylvia Van

Gakler, who was born in Wisconsin but was

reared in De Kalb county. They have four chil-

dren: Maude, the wife of J. L. Walrod, a grocer

of Sycamore, by whom she has two children;

Frank, who is with his father in the stock business;

Arthur, who is attending business college at l?ock-

ford, Illinois; and Dorothy, at home. The family

residence is a beautiful home and its hospitality

is one of its most pleasing and attractive features.

Mr. Stark gives his political allegiance to the

republican party and has served as alderman of

Sycamore. He belongs to the Methodist church,

while his wife is a member of the Universalist

cliurcli. He is interested^ in the moral develop-

ment of his community as well as in its material

and intellectual progress, and he stands as a higli

type of citizenship, justly valuing his own self-

respect and the esteem of his fellowmen as far more

to be desired than wealth, fame or position. He

has lived in the count}' for more than a half cen-

tury and with its interests is thoroughly identified,

rejoicing in what has been accomplisiied here and

doing his full share in the work of puldic improve-

ment.

WILLIAM A. M1LLF1^

William A. Miller, deceased, was for many years

an honored resident of De Kalb count}' and was

prominently identified with its early development

along agricultural lines. A native of New York,

he was born in Schaghticoke, Rensselaer county,

on the -ith of May, 1810, and in that state he

was reared and educated. There he was married

May 4, 1835, to Miss Patience Allen, and they

became the parents of two children: Harriet A.,

now Mrs. Isaac L. Ellwood, and William Miller,

both of De Kalb.

Soon after his marriage Mr. Miller came to Illi-

nois and took up his residence on a farm in King-
ston township, De Kalb county, where he followed

agricultural pursuits for many years. He was

one of the leaders of the pioneer band who by

their toil, struggles and sacrifice transformed the

virgin prairie and woodland into fruitful farms

and gardens and caused "the waste places to re-

joice and bloom as the rose." For more than haji

a century he was identified with the material, so-

cial and political life of De Kalb county. Com-

ing to this state a young man with a young wife,

he built for himself a log cabin on the banks of

the Kishwaukee when a few Indians still lingered

in this locality and almost every day some wan-

dering Indian, hunter or land-seeker was the re-

cipient of his generous hospitality. As the years

rolled away his practical energy and industry

built up and developed one of the largest and most

productive farms in the county.

About thirty-two years prior to his death Mr.

Miller leased his farm and removed to De Kalb,

where he lived the greater part of the time until

called to his final rest on the 13th of November,
1888. During the last three years of his life ne

was a great sufferer and for many months ex-

pected almost everj' hour to be his last, but his

great vitality and ironlike constitution prolonged

his life beyond the allotted years of man on earth

and when the messenger came he was glad to bs

fiee from the agony that marked each passing day

and which was only lightened and brightened by

the ever welcome visits of life-long friends ami

the undying devotion and tender ministry of bis

daughter and son.

Mr. Miller, like most men of positive character,

had his faults, but no man ever asked his help in

vain and the poor and unfortunate ever found H'

him a generous and helpful friend in their tiinS

of need. For many years he was an enthusiastic

member of the Masonic fraternity and during his

long illness frequently expressed his interest in

the prosperity of the order and was delighted with

the fraternal visits made by his nrethren from

time to time.

The following is a fitting tribute paid to his

memory at the time of his death by one who knew

him well : "Once again 'Time's tolling bell" knells

forth the solemn requiem of a soul passing from

our presence and I would have you rememb;:'

that the epitaph on the tomb of Sir Christopher

Wren, the great architect of St. Paul's Cathedral,

London, is 'If you wish to see his monument Iook

above you.' And so in the solemn presence of the

dead we say if you wish to see his monument

and the monument of the heroic band of men

and women who laid the broad foundations of em-
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pire and prosperity in this great northwest look
at the towns, cities and fnxitful acres that lie about

yon. These are token of their courage, energy,
enterprise and

self-sacrificing toil more enduring
than storied brass or monumental marble."

DANIEL W. TYRRELL.

Daniel W. Tyrrell was born in Kalamazoo,
Michigan, in 18-10, a son of Manlius and Esther

Tyrrell, natives of New York and Vermont, re-

spectively. They were married in the Empire
state, whence they removed to Michigan. The
father was of Irish descent and was a blacksmitli

by trade, following that pursuit for many years.
He died in A¥est Union, Fayette county, Iowa, in

1860, while his wife, long surviving him, passed

away in February, 1896. Her father, Amos Lewis,
was a soldier of the war of 1812 and died at Jlag-

nolia, Wisconsin, at the age of ninety-two years.

Having acquired a common-school education
Daniel W. Tyrrell in 1859 learned the

, printer's
trade at West Union, Iowa, to which place his

parents had removed. He was preparing. for an
academic course when the call to arms, resounding
through the land, changed the current of liis

thoughts, and in September, 1861, ho resjjonded to

the country's call for aid, enlisting in Company F,
Ninth Iowa Infantry, of wliii-h he was made iifth

sergeant. The company was organized at Du-

buque and was sent to St. Louis for drill while

awaiting equipments. During tlie regiment's first

winter out the command was employed in guard-
ing railroad bridges near Pacific Junction, Mis-
souri. In the spring the comniaml inarched

through Rolla to Springfield in pursuit of the re-

treating Reliel columns that Price had gathered in

Missouri, following them into northwestern Arkan-
sas and camping at Cross Hollow.

After Price was reinforced the battle of Pea

Ridge was fought and Company F lost a number
of its men, while the captain and first lieutenant

were wounded, the latter mortally. Following this

battle the regiment was ordered back to Missouri
and sent to Batesville and thence to Helena, meet-

ing the Texas Rangers in a number of skirmishes

before reaching the objective point. Three or four

months of inactivity followed, and at the end of

that time the troops started down the river under
General Sherman. The Ninth Iowa was in the

engagement at Chickasaw Bayou and then pro-
ceeded to Louisiana to take part in the expedition
to capture Arkansas Post, where a number of Com-
pany F were killed and wounded. The next move
was to Greenville, Mississippi, then toward Vicks-

burg, going to Raymond, Jackson, Champion Hills
and other points where it marched across bloody
fields and left proof of its prowess. The regiment
took part in the first and second assaults on Vicks-

burg and fought all through the long and desperate
siege of forty-seven days. Subsequent to the fall

of Vicksburg the Ninth was ordered to Alabama
in pursuit of General J. E. Johnston, but not being
aide to bring him into an engagement returned to

Black River and soon afterward went to Corinth,

being sent thence to check the movements of the

famous Rebel general Wheeler, whose cavalrv was
active and aggressive. This pursuit was carried

into Alabama and at one place had a severe en-

counter with his force, Mr. Tyrrell then acting as

sergeant-major. Returning, they moved toward

Chattanooga and Company F, under General

Hooker, participated in the battle of Lookout
Mountain. The Ninth was then sent to Alabama
and camped for the winter. Mr. Tyrrell was de-

tailed to go to Nashville to serve in the government
printing office, where he remained until November,
1864, then proceeded to Atlanta, where he was
mustered out. While at Batesville and Helena he

and others were detailed to work in the printing
office of General Curtis and at each place issued a

little paper.

During the war the mother of Mr. Tyrrell, who
had been widowed about two years before, did
noble service for the .soldiers, spending about two
and a half years in the hospitals at St. Louis,

Springfield and Pacific Junction, and while her
son was on the march through Missouri to Bates-

ville she went over the mountains in an ambulance
to meet him. Her daughter, Mrs. Janet Allen,
also spent several years in ministering to the needs
of the soldiers in .southern hospitals and after-

ward married a .soldier named Henderson whom
she had nursed in a hospital at Memphis.
When (he war was over Mr. Tyrrell worked in

the office of the In-dppenJent at Brodhead, Wis-

consin, for a short time and then purchased an
interest in the paper, which he afterward assisted
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in editing. Lalur lie removed to Monroe, Wis-

consin, where, associated with a Mr. Potter, he

founded the Green County Tiepuhlkan and con-

tinued with it until his removal to St. Charles,

Illinois. In 1870 he engaged with the Geneva

Beimblican. Later he published the tit. diaries

Transcript, of which he was afterward sole pro-

prietor, continuing its publication until 187-5.

After coming to De Kalb he was engaged in the

office of the News until 1882, when he purchased

an interest in the De Kalb Review, with which he

was connected until April, 1906, covering a period

of about a quarter of a century. In 1890 he re-

ceived the appointment of postmaster at De Kalb

and proved a most competent official.

In 1870, in St. Charles, Mr. Tyrrell was married

to Mrs. Sarah E. Akin, a datighter of Charles B.

Gray, one of the pioneers of Kane county, Illi-

nois. She was born in Missouri and was the

mother of one son, Louis G. Tyrrell, born Decem-

ber 11, 1873. She died October 19. 1904, in De

Kalli.

ilr. Tyrrell is a charter member of ilerritt

Simonds post, No. 283, G. A. R.. in which he has

tilled many offices, including that of commander.

He al.«o holds membership in De Kalb lodge, Xo.

144, A. F. iV .\. M.. is a member of the local lodge

of Elks, and has been connected with the Indepen-

dent Order of Odd Fellows and the Good Temjjlars.

He is a gentleman of wide experience and good

judgment and by persistent energy and business

ability has made substantial progress in the field of

journalism. He takes a deep interest in vital ques-

tions and is a recognized champion of many pro-

gressive public movements, the value of which

time has proven. He is well known among his old

army comrades and is equally popular and re-

spected among those with whom lousiness and

social relations have brought him in contact.

SAMT'EL SHAKP.

Samuel Sharp, a farmer and live-stock dealer

residing in De Kalb, was born in County Armagh,
Ireland, on the 12th of July, 1858, his parents

being Samuel and Eebecca (Proctor) Sharp, in

whose family of nine children eight are yet living.

The parents were also natives of County Armagh,

Ireland, and were of Seotch-liish lineage. Their

native county renuiined their home diuina life

and both the father and mother are now deceased.

Samuel Sharp, Sr., was reared to agricultural pur-

suits and followed farming throughout the entire

period of his business career. The Sharp family

were all strict P^esb^i:erians in religious faith and

were very active in chin-ch work. Of the eight

living children of the family four are now in

America: John and James, who are miners of

Jefferson county, Ohio; Samuel, of this review;

and Anna, who is residing in New York city. The

otlier members of the family are William. Isaac,

Jane and Kebecca. all residents of County .\rmagh,

Ireland. The last uaim-.I is the wife of James

.\nilre\vs.

Samuel Sharp sjient tlie days of his iioybood

and vouth in his parents" home and his cduiaiiimal

facilities were limited because his jiarents were in

straightened financial circumstances. He ihere-

fore had little chance to attend school and early

began earning his own living. In the spring of

1881, when twenty-three years of age, he sailed

for the new world, thinking to enjoy better business

opportunities on this side the Atlantic. Arriving

in New York city in ilay of that year, he made his

way thence direct to Jefferson county, Ohio, where

his brother John had preceded him. For a year

:Hr. Sharp worked in the potteries in Toronto,

Ohio, but the following year again turned his

face westward, settling in De Kalb county, Illi-

nois. He was without capital at the time of his

arrival and for three years he was employed as a

farm hand. Thrifty, industrious and ambitious,

at the end of that time he felt he had sufficient

capital to enable him to engage in farming on

his own account upon rented land. He bought

the necessary machinery and equipments and con-

tinued to thus engage in the tilling of the soil for

three years longer. He then found that his sav-

ings were adequate for the purchase of a farm and

invested in ninety acres of land in De Kalb town-

ship. From this time his success was assured. He

has since Ijought and sold several farms and at the

present time owns a farm, together with several

houses and lots in Mayfield, one of the suburbs of

De Kalb. He likewise has a residence and six or

seven other propeities in De Kalb and his real-

estate holdings are now quite extensive and valu-

able. He has disjilayed excellent luisiness discern-
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ment in the plae-ing of his invcshneiits and iinicli

of his success may be atti-iljutcd to liis real-estate

transactions.

On the 11th of September, 1889, Mr. Sliarp was

married to Miss Eleanor J. Smith, of Michigan

City, Indiana, and they are pleasantly located in

De Kalb, where thev have many warm friends.

Both are members of the Methodist chiireh. .Mr.

Sharp is nnfaltering in his allegiance to the repub-

lican party and has served for some years a;? a

member of the school board but otherwise has held

no public offices, for he has found that his time and

energies have been fully occupied by his business

interests. He may truly be called a self-made

man, for the success he has achieved has come as

the direct reward of unfaltering labor and perse-

verance. His life record is an exemplification of

the fact that opportunity in America is open to

all and that the only path to success is over the

highroad of usefulness.

JOHN DEEGAN.

John Deegan, who carries on general farming
in Shabbona township is one of Illinois' native

sons. He was born June 24, 1859, near Joliet,

Will county. His parents were Malachi and Dora

(Gushing) Deegan, who were natives of Ireland.

They came to America when young people and

settled near Chicago.

The boyhood days of our suliject were quietly

passed. He had few privileges, for his youth was

largely a period of earnest toil and his entire life

was a busy and active one. In the year 1883 he

was united in marriage to Miss Catharine Duffy,

daughter of Martin and Bridget Duffy, who are

mentioned on another page of this volume. Mr.

and Mrs. Deegan have become the parents of nine

children : Malachi, wdio was born October 12, 1883,

and is now deceased ; Elizabeth, who was born

April 29, 1885; Martin, wlio was born May 2,

1887; John, born October 6, 1890; Ellen, born

July 20, 1893: Willie, born August 22, 1895;

Mary, born September 8, 1898
; Robert, born Octo-

ber 29, 1900 ; and James, now deceased.

Mr. Deegan owns and cultivates a farm of one

hundred and sixty acres in Shabl)ona township.

The land is rich and productive, responding readily

to the care and labor he bestows ujjon il, so that he

harvests good iTops. He is energetic in his farm

work and is meeting with success as the j'ears go

iiy. His political support is given the democracy
and his family are members of St. James Catholic

eluirch.

GEORGE M. SIVWJiKmT.

Few men liave a wider acquaintance in Syca-

more and De Kalb county and none are more uni-

formly esteemed than George M. Sivwright, in

whose life record there has been no esoteric phase.

On the contrary it has been an open book which

all may read and in it are written lessons of value

to all who wish to attain success along honorable

lines. Mr. Sivwright was for many years a pros-

perous general merchant of Sycamore and now is

enjoying a rest which he richly meriis, having per-

manently put aside business cares.

He was born December 2, 1837, in Cornwallis,

Kings county. Nova Scotia, and is a son of James

^lonroe and Prudence (Eaton) Sivwright. The

fattier was liorn in Windsor, Nova Scotia, Feb-

ruary 20, 1804, and began his business life as a

tanner and boot and shoe manufacturer at Corn-

wallis, where he continued in active connection

with industrial pursuits until he removed with his

family to Sycamore in 1844. The journey from

Chicago was made across the country with a team

of horses and he reached his destination on the

21st of June, casting in his lot with the early

residents who had founded here an embryo city in

the midst of a district that was largely wild and

unimproved. He entered a tract of government

land in Mayfield township and followed farming

throughout his remaining days, passing away on

the old homestead December 24, 1878. His wife,

who was born in 1807, in Cornwallis, Nova Scotia,

belonged to an o.ld family, her ancestors having

come to this country on the Mayflower. She died

at the home of her youngest son iji Sycamore,

November 25, 1881. The family numbered eight

children: David L. : Susan H., deceased; Eunice,

who died at the age of seventeen years ; George M.
;

Alexander : AVentworth E. ; James L. ; and William

Wells, deceased. The father was a large hearted

man, of generous nature and jovial disposition.
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and was a great Bible stiulfut. luilding member-

ship in the Christian church, of which he was a

devoted representative.

George M. Sivwright was a little lad of seven

3'ears when the familj' home was established in

De Kalb county. He was reared to farm life, his

time being devoted to the labors of the field, to the

duties of the schoolroom and the pleasures of the

playground. Upon arriving at man's estate he

became the owner of one hundred and twenty
acres of land in Mayfield township and was actively

engaged in general farming until 187o. in that

year he accepted a position as conductor on the

Sycamore & Cortland Railroad, ofhciating in that

capacity for six years, (hi the expiration of tliat

period he traveled for some months as collector

for the R. Elhvood Manufacturing Company, and

then, in March, 1881, became owner of a half in-

terest in the general mercantile business with

which he was long actively associated, buying out

the interest of the senior member of the firm. The

style of Ellwood & Sivwright was then assumed

but in later years became Sivwright, Johnson &

Company. They carried a complete line of gro-

ceries, drugs, paints, oils, crockery, glass and other

commodities of a first class general mercantile

store, and ^Ir. Sivwright was active in the man-

agement and conduct of the business until the 1st

of January, 1907, when he retired. He spent
tlie winter in Florida and his remaining days will

be passed in comfort in the enjoyment of a rest

which he has richly earned.

On the 36th of December, 1860, ]\Ir. Sivwright

was united in marriage to Miss Maria Louise

Fairclo, the wedding being celebrated in Kings-

ton, this county. Mrs. Sivwright is a daughter of

Thomas and Temperance Fairclo and w-as liorn

December 21, 1840, in Chester, New Jersey,

whence she was brought by her parents to this

county in 1844. Guy T. Sivwright, their only

child, was born August 30, 1861, in Mayfield town-

ship, and being the idol of his parents was care-

fully educated, completing his studies in the

Northern Indiana Normal College, at Valparaiso.

He was graduated from that institution and was

afterward his father's assistant in business for

about a year. He possessed an admirable character

and won the esteem of young and old. He was well

fitted for a life of usefulness and the future seemed

liright with hojic and promise but fate interposed.

and the life of the young man was cut off. In the

fall of 1883 he sustained an injury from a fall in

a skating rink, which resulted in a spinal abscess

and caused his death June 15, 1884. His many
excellent traits, his kindly disposition, his courtesy
and consideration for others had so endeared him
to all with whom he came in contact that his death

was the occasion of the deepest regret to many
friends as well as to his parents, who have never

ceased to feel the loss of their only child.

Mr. Sivwright exercises his right of franchise

in the support of the men and measures of the

republican party and has served as a member of

the school board and also as alderman of Sycamore
but has always preferred that his public service

.should be done as a private citizen. For nearly

forty years he has been connected with the Odd
Fellows society as a member of both lodge and en-

campment. He has passed through all of the

chairs, has several times been representative to the

grand lodge and has filled the office of past grand
for twenty-five years. Both he and his wife are

connected with the Rebekah lodge. In Sycamore
their circle of friends is almost co-extensive with

the circle of their acquaintance, for they are people

of genuine personal worth, whose salient character-

istics have been such as to win kindly regard.

They have exemplified in their lives the Emer-

sonian philosophy ''The way to win a friend is to

be one," and by reason of this neighbors and

friends accord them a high place in their esteem.

MRS. ANNA JOHNSON.

Mrs. Anna Johnson, deceased, was a resident of

De Kalb county for nearly a half century and was

widely and favorably known. Great changes were

made in this locality as the years went by and

time also wrought many changes in Mrs. John-

son. She bore the maiden name of Anna Wel-

lander and was born in Yesteland, Sweden, on

the rth of February, 1830. It as in 1854 that she

crossed the Atlantic to the United States, and

after spending four years in Boston, Massachus-

etts, .she came to De Kalb.

On the 22d of May, 1858, shortly after her

arrival here, she gave her hand in marriage to
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Nels M. Johuson, and they became the parents

of seven children, namely: A. G., who was born

January 29, 1859, and now lives in Eockford,

Illinois; Emma C, who was born December 30.

1860, and is now Mrs. Nelsenius, of Brooklyu,

New York; J. Henry, who was born October 6,

1862, and died February 23, 1863
;
J. Martin, who

v.'as born August 7, 1865, and is still a resident

•L'f this county; H. Mary, who died in infancy;

Hannah E., who was born June 2, 18G8, and

is living at the family residence at No. 412 North

Sixth street, De Kalb; and Hulda M., who was

born October 6, 1870, and died March 4, 1874.

For seven years after their marriage Mr. and

Mrs. Johnson lived in De Kalb. Industrious,

energetic people, they carefully saved the earn-

ings of the husband and were then enabled to

purchase forty acres of land, onto which they

moved, living there for three years. Mi-. Johnson

ne.xt purchased eighty acres on section 7, De Kalb

township, took up his abode there and as the years

passed and his linancial resources increased he

kept adding to his property. He first bought

si.xty acres adjoining the original tract, then one

hundred and si.xty acres also adjoining the home

place. This made a valuable farm of three hun-

dred acres, which he brought under a high state

of cultivation, tilling the fields until they brought
forth rich and bounteous harvests. He made the

best use of his opportunities and a few years lafc^r

lie invested in four hundred and forty acres o!

lind in Nebraska.

When Mr. Johnson came to Illinois he worked

at day's labor, scorning no employment that would

yield him an honest living. He saved his money
and was greatly assisted by the capable manage-
ment of his wife, who carefully conducted the

household affairs, being watchful of all expenses

there, and thus through their united efforts they

managed to get a start and by reason of unfalter-

ing diligence accumulated a fortune, for at the

time of Mr. Johnson's death they owned seven

hundred and forty acres of land. It was on the

6th of January, 1886, that he passed away, being

ijien fifty-eight years of age, for his birth oc-

curred on the 6th of July, 1827. His life record

demonstrated what it was possible to accomplish

ihrough determined, unfaltering energy, and his

successful business career and many good quali-

ties gained for him the respect and confidence

of his fellowmen.

After her husband's death Mrs. Johnson pur-

chased a nice home at X. 412 North Sixth street,

De Kalb, where she resided until she, too, was

called to her final rest on the 18th of March, 1907.

On the organization of the Swedish Lutheran

church in 1858 she became one of its active mem-
Ijers and her earnest Christian life gained her the

respect and esteem of ail with wliom she came

in contact, so that at her deatJi she left many warm

friends.

DAVID i.ipr.

Altliough beginning life in a humble capacitj',

David Lipp has gradually worked his way upward
until ho is today tlie owner of a valuable property

comprising one hundred and twelve acres situated

within a mile of the village of Malta. Mr. Lipp
was born in Unity township, Columbia county,

Ohio, January 15. 1853. and comes of German

parentage. His father, Philip A. Lipp, was l)orn

in Wurtemberg, Germany, August 31, 1815, and

in 1832, when a young man of seventeen years, he

emigrated to the new world, locating on a farm in

Columbia county, Ohio. The mother was likewise

born in Wurtemberg, but it was in Columbia

county, Ohio, that she was married, in 1842, to

Mr. Lipp. Their marriage was blessed with six

sons and two daughters. The mother passed away
in 1870, while the father survived until 1883. At

the time of his death he was the owner of eighty-

three acres of land in Columbia county, which has

become a very valuable property.

Mr. Lipp pursued his studies in the common

schools of his native county, and during the period

of his boyhood and youth he assisted his father in

the work of the home farm. When starting out on

his own account he made his way westward to

Illinois, where he engaged in general agricultural

pursuits in De Kalb county. He first operated a

rented farm for two years, after which he pur-

chased his present property, comprising one hian-

dred and twelve acres situated within a mile of the

village of Malta, so that the family, while enjoying

all the comforts of a rural existence, also enjoy

the cnnveniences afforded by the village.
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Mr. Lipp established a home of his own by his

marriage to Miss Carrie L. Hueber, who w'as born

in- Wurtemberg, Germany, September 4, 18G1, a

daughter of William J. Hueber, who was likewise

born in Wurtemberg, March 3, 1829, while the

mother's birth occurred January 7, 1837. They

emigrated to America in 1867 and located on a

farm which he purchased in Malta township, this

tract comprising two hundred acres of land. Of

their family of eight children, consisting of one

son and seven daughters, only two are now living.

The parents are both now deceased, the father

passing away in 1889, while the mothers death

occurred Xovember 6, 1905. Mrs. Lipp was a

little maiden of six years when the family emi-

grated to the new world, and it was in the schools

of De Kalb county tliat she acquired her educa-

tion, while on the 22d of December, 1891, she gave

her hand in marriage to David Lipp. By her

marriage she has become the mother of four chil-

dren, of whom three still survive, namely: Vida

May, who was born December 20, 1894
; Harvey P.,

born July 21, 1896; and Emma E., wdio was born

December 6, 1899. A twin of Emma E. died at

birth.

iL-. Lipp's study of the political issues and

questions of the day has led him to give stalwart

support to the democratic party. His fraternal

relations are with Forester lodge. No. 470, at

Malta, while he and his wife attend the services

of the Methodist Episcopal church, to which they

give liberal support. Though starting out in life

without capital Mr. Lipp possessed a strong will

and determination to succeed and that his labors

have been rewarded by a goodly measure of pros-

perity is indicated by the fact that he is today in

possession of a valuable farm, and in addition to

his own strength of purpose much credit is due

his estimable wife, who has proved to him a

wortliy helpmate on life's journey.

W. (i. lUrPLE.

began his education in tlie common schools and

afterward had the advantage of a course of instruc-

tion at Aurora, Illinois, being thus well qualified

for the practical and responsible duties of life.

Having arrived at years of maturity, Mr. Hippie
was married to Miss Minnie Heeg, who was born in

Shabbona, Illinois, March 7, 1873. Her parents,

Christian and Henrietta (Petrie) Heeg, were na-

tives uf Germany, tiie father born in 1844 and the

mother in 1849. They were married in Illmois.

The father came to the L'nited States in 18.53 and

tirst located in Oluo. Later he came to liiinois

and is now living retired at Shabbona. The mar-

riage of Mr. and Mrs. Hippie was celebrated on

the 8th of February, 1898, and has been blessed

with three children but the two younger died in

infancy and JIabel G., the eldest, born February

3, 1899, died at tlie age of thirteen months and

twenty days.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Hippie are consistent and

devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal

church at Waterman. His political allegiance is

gi\en to the re])ublican party and he is loyal to

the business interests and to the welfare of the

community but never seeks or desires office. He
now owns and operates one hundred and twenty

acres of land on sections 14 and 23, Clinton town-

ship, and the farm is an excellent property, which

he has brought under a trood state of cultivation.

W. G. Hipi)le is a native of Clinton township

and still resides within its borders, his home at

present being on section 14. His l)irth occurred

April 16, 1875, and he was reared to farm life,

working in field and meadow at an early day. He

MARTIN E. ANDERSON.

During the greater part of his business life Mar-

tin E. Anderson has been closely associated with

the industrial interests of De Kalb county, holding

various important and responsible positions which

have been indicative of his skill and trustworthi-

ness. A native of Sweden, he was born December

19, 1863. He is a brother of the gentlemen who

constitute the well known mercantile firm of An-

derson Brothers of De Kalb and in connection with

their history mention is made of the family.

Martin E. Anderson w-as educated in the com-

mon schools of his native country and when six-

teen years of age came to the United States, ar-

riving in May, 1880. He had been reared to farm

labor but after reaching the new world he located

in De Kalb and began working at the carpenter's
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trade, which he followed as a jouineyiuan for seven

vears. He then engaged in contracting and build-

ing in Chicago for two years, in partnership with

John Anderson, after which he returned to De

Kalb county, and for about four years was fore-

man in the planing mills of the Patten Manu-

facturing Company in De Kalb. He next accepted

a position as foreman of the Shipman & Bradt

Wagon Factoi-y in De Kalb, remaining in that

capacity for nine years, or until the plant was sold.

In 1903 he became foreman in the Haish manure

spreader factory, which position he has since filled,

being in charge of the plant. His thorough under-

standing of mechanics and his long experience in

constructive works well qualifies him for this posi-

tion, in which he has supervision of the labors of

many men.

Mr. Anderson was happily mariied on the .3d

of May, 1890, to Miss Hannah Olson, a native of

Sweden, who came to the United States in 1880.

Six children have been born unto them, of whom

live are living: Paul, Hazel, Al Martin, Vernie

and Clarence, all yet at home. Mr. Anderson is

a member of the Independent Order of Vikings

and of the Swedish Benevolent Society, whde his

political allegiance is given the republican party.

He is a man of exemplary habits and worthy

principles, and his record does credit to the history

of a family that is much respected in De Kalb,

the brothel s all being I'cliablc and enterprising

business men.

GEORGE W. DUNTOX.

George W. Diuilon, whose success at the bar in

former years enables him now to live retired, has

figured for a long period as one of the represent-

ative and prominent residents of Sycamore. He

is a man of genuine personal worth, trusted by his

friends and all with whom he comes in contact,

and at all times he has been found loyal to those

he meets professionally or socially. He is a prod-

uct of the state and the schools of Illinois. His

birth occurred in Belvidere, Boone county, on the

6th of August, 1854, his parents being William S.

and Alniira (Baldwin) Dunton. His father, a

native of Dorset, Bennington county. Vermont,

was born on the 31st of August, 1813, and his

parents were William B. and Hulda (Sykes)

Dunton. William B. Dunton was a native of the

Green Mountain state, while his father was a

native of Connecticut, whence he removed to Ben-

nington county, Vermont, where he followed his

chosen occupation of surveying. The Duntons

were of English ancestry and the family was

founded in America by one of the name who came

from Engkind during Cromwell's time and settled

in Boston. Since that time representatives
of the

family have been residents of New England.

William S. Dunton, father of George W. Dun-

ton, was reared in the state of his nativity and

acquired his education in the public schools. Dur-

ing the pioneer epoch in the history of central

Illinois he became a resident of this state, taking

up his abode in Belvidere, Boone county, in 1846.

He was at first identified with its mercantile in-

terests and later with manufacturing, condircting

a plow factory. He also carried on general agri-

cultural pursuits and extended his efforts to the

field of banking at the time of the organization

of the national banking system. He became a di-

rector of the First National Bank of Belvidere

and in 18G6 was elected to the presidenc}', oc-

cupying that position with ability and discretion

for about twenty years, when he resigned on ac-

count of failing eyesight. He was at that time,

however, elected vice president of the institution.

He also served as a director of the Second National

Bank of Belvidere from its organization aljout

1884, and thus his labors and influence were promi-

nent elements in the business growth and develop-

ment of Belvidere as well as a source of gratifying

income to himself. His political allegiance was

given to the republican party from its organiza-

tion, for he warmly endorsed its principles and

purposes. In early manhood Mr. Dunton wedded

Miss AlmJra Baldwin, a native of Dorset, Ver-

mont, and a daughter of David Baldwin. In

religious faith she was a Universalis!. Mr. Dun-

ton. while a member of no church, led an u]n-ight

life, possessed an even temperament and kindly

disposition and in all life's relations commanded

the respect of those with whom he was associated.

In the family were two sons and two daughters:

Wilbur, who died in childhood ; Mary, the wife of

Samuel Kerr, an attoi'ney of Chicago; Nellie,

of Belvidere; and George W.
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The Ijovhood (lays of Georjjo ^\'. Duntim were

passed in Bclvidere and his public-school education,

there acquired, was supplemented by study in the

State I'niversity of ]owa at Iowa City. He
matriculated in 1871 and graduated in 187'> upon
tlie completion of the classical course, lie had

determined to make tlie practice of law his life

work and to tliat end, in the fall of 1875, became

a student in the Union Law Collef,a' of Chicago,
from which he was graduated in June, 1877, hav-

ing in the meantime come under the instruction of

Y. B. Denslow. Harvey B. Hurd, Judge Lyman
Trumbull, Senator J. K. Doolittle, James L. High
and Judge Booth, distinguished members of the

legal fraternity. Following his graduation 'Sir.

Dunton located for practice in Sycamore and en-

tered into partner.«hip with li. L. Divine, then one

of the leading members of the bar of De Kalb.

His first few years in practice were mostly spent in

preparing cases and drawing up pleadings for

the causes. Typewriters were not then in use and,

as Mr. Divine was a very busy man witli an ex-

tensive practice, this duty devolved upon the

junior partner. It proved, however, a good drill

and in his later years of practice has been very

useful to him. His connection with Mr. Divine

was terminated in 1880, after which Mr. Dunton

practiced alone until the fall of 1889, when he

joined Duane J. Carnes in the formation^ of the

firm of Carnes & Dunton. In 1902 they were

joined by John Faissler under the firm style of

Carnes, Dunton tV F'aissler. and this connection

was continued until ^Ir. Dunton's retirement from

active practice on the 1st of January, 1907. He
was regarded for many years as a leading lawyer
of the Sycamore bar, being especiallv proficient

in chancery cases and probate, in preparing cases

for trial and drawing up pleadings. To him has

iieen entrusted some of the most important litiga-

tion heard in the courts of DeKalb county. He
was ever, while in active practice, an inteiested

student of the law. reading broadly and assimilat-

ing what he read. He was also a safe, reliable

counselor and that the consensus of public opinion

regarding his ability was favorable found proof
in the very extensive clientage which was given
him. Aside from his law practice Mr. Dunton

figured prominently in business circles and is a

stockholder and vice president of the Sycamore
National Bank. In communitv affairs be is

deeply interested and his co-operation may always
be depended upon as an element in the further-

ance of any movement for the general good. He
has been president and member of the board of

education, the cause of the public schools finding
in him a stalwart champion, while the republican

party receives his earnest and unfaltering endorse-

ment.

On the 6th of .\ugust, 1885, was celebrated the

marriage pf Mr. Dunton and Miss Lavinia S.

Denton, a native of De Kalb county and a daugh-
ter of Solomon and Olive Denton, who were natives

of Dutchess county, Xew York. Her father, who
was a farmer by occupation, died in 1861. The

family numbered seven children: Kcbecca, Julia,

Mary, Lavinia S., (Jilbert H., Elizabeth and

George, all of whom are living except the last

named. Mr. and Mrs. Dunton have two daugli-
ters: Martha A., born July 2, 1888; and Mary 0.,

born March 18, 1892. The family are prominent

socially and the hospitality of their own home
is greatly enjoyed by their many friends.

Mr- Dunton is a man of fine personal appear-

ance, tall and of excellent jiliysique, and, more-

over, he is a man of splendid character, esteemed

for those sterling traits which in every land and

clime command confidence and regard. The legal

profession lost one of its representative and valued

members when he retired from active connection

with the bar but his rest is well merited, for during
almost thirty years he has been an active practi-
tioner.

BLOMQUIST BROTHERS.

Bloniquist Brothers is the name of a firm well

known in business circles in DeKalb. The part-
ners are John .Vdolph, G. Albert and Edward T.

Blomquist, the leading shoe merchants of the city.

They are native sons of DeKalb, born on the 29th

of November, 1870, on the 15th of October, 1878,
and on the 6th of February, 1882, respectively.

Their parents were John and Mary (Johnson)

Blomquist, both natives of Sweden. Coming to

this country in early manhood and womanhood,

they were married in DeKalb. The father, who em-

igrated to the now world in 1868, was employed for

a period of two or thrcf years as a farm hand 'n
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the vicinity of DeKalb and afterward went to

Chicago, where he was engaged in teaming for a

year or more. He then returned to this county

and began farming on his own account, being thus

engaged for twelve years as a renter. His life of

frugality and enterprise, however, enabled him in

the fall of 1884 to purchase a valuable tract of

land of three hundred and twenty acres six miles

south of DeKalb in Afton township. He removed

to his new home in the fall of 1885 and tliere re-

sided up to the time of the death of his wife on

the 15th of December, 1898. In March, 1899, he

rented his farm and removed to the city, where he

ib now living a retired life. Since he became a

naturalized American citizen he has given his po-

litical support to the republican party. He is a

member of the Swedish Lutheran church and dui-

ing the long years of his residence in this county

has so lived as to win the respect and esteem of

all with whom he has come in contact. In his

family are six children, his daughters being:

Christine, at home; Sophia, the wife of Edward

Westeberg, and Millie, the wife of Frank Ander-

son.

His sons, who now constitute the firm of Blom-

quist Brothers, were educated in the public schools

and John A. and Edward T. also attended the

Eockford (Illinois) Business College, while G. Al-

bert pursued a business course at Valparaiso, In-

diana. In their early manhood days they came lo

DeKalb and secured positions in different mer-

cantile establishments. The two elder brothers

served for a period in the shoe factory in this city

and on the 20th of January, 1902, they embarked

in the retail shoe business at their present loca-

tion—249 East Main street—under the firm name

of Blomquist Brothers. They purchased the stock

of the Bain Shoe Company, to which they added

until they now have the largest shoe store in the

county, carrying a full line from the cheapest

work shoe to the finest dress shoe. They buy ail

their shoes from the best eastern factories. They
are all young men of good business ability, am-

bitious, energetic and resolute, possessing also

geniality and unfailing courtesy, so that their

friends are legion.

John A. Blomquist, the eldest, was married June

29, 1904, to Miss Marie Jacobson, of DeKalb, and

Edward T. Blomquist was married October 12,

1904, to Miss Edna Peterson, of this city. The

brothers are all supporters of the republican party

and are members of the Swedish Lutheran church.

They withhold their support and co-operation from

no movement or plan for the benefit of the com-

munity, while at the same time giving careful at-

tention to their business interests, which are

capably managed. They have a well appointed

store, modern in all of its equipments, and their

patronage has steadily increased from the begin-

ning, while from the first the business has proved

a profital)le investment.

Mi;S. ANNA A. LUNEY.

Ill a record of the leading and well known resi-

dents of De Kalb mention should be made of Mrs.

Anna A. Luney and her family who have long re-

mained in this city. A native of Malta, Illinois,

she was born April 14, 1856. Her grandparents

in both the paternal and maternal lines were na-

tives of Ireland and there spent their entire lives.

Her father, Timothy Solon, was born in Ireland,

May 15, 1822, and on the 7th of February, 1847,

he \^as married to iliss Mary Welch, who was born

on the Emerald isle in August, 1823. In the year

of their marriage they crossed the Atlantic to the

new world and as time passed there were added

to tlie huusehold nine children, of whom Mrs.

Luney was the fourth. For several years after

liis arrival in the United States the father lived in

New York and in 1850 brought his family to Illi-

nois, settling in Belvidere, wlieuce in 1856 he re-

moved to Malta. In 1872 he turned his attention

to farming, whicli he followed successfully until

1894, when he abandoned the work of the fields

and removed to De Kalb, where he and his wife

spent their remaining days.

Anna A. Solon pursued her education in the

schools of Malta and of De Kalb and remained

in her parents' home up to the time of her mar-

riage, which was celebrated in Do Kalb, September

3, 1878, when she became the wife of Thomas A.

Luney, who was born in Eockford, Illinois, July 2,

1853, and died on the 16th of July, 1904, in De

Kalb. His father was Edmond Luney, a native of

Ireland, born about 1819, while the mother, Mrs.

Catherine (Hogan) Luney, was born in Ireland

about 1821. There were five children in this
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family', of whom Thomas Luney was the second.

He was educated in the public schools, completing
his course in the De Kalb high school, and at the

age of fifteen years he obtained employment in the

bank of E. Hopkins & Company, of De Kalb.

Throughout his entire life he was connected with

the banking business in that institution, winning
successive promotions as he demonstrated his abil-

ity and faithfulness. Finally the institution was

organized as the De Kalb National Bank and in

1874 Mr. Luney was made cashier, in which capa-

city he served until his death, covering a period of

thirty-six years^a fact which stands in unmis-

takable evidence of his trustworthiness and his

popularity as a bank official. The success of the

institution is attributable in no small degree to his

efforts. He was thoroughly acquainted with bank-

ing in all its departments, was an accurate judge
of men and while he did everything in his power
to favor the patrons of the bank, to whom he ever

extended unfailing courtesy, he never forgot that

he owed a still higher allegiance to the stock-

holders and depositors. In business he was pene-
trative and practical and had the ability' of seeing

from the outside to the center of things and to

clearly determine the value of any measure or

proposition bearing u]ion the Ijank.

In polities Mr. Luney was a democrat, recog-

nized as one of the leaders of the party in this

locality. He served as township treasurer from

1877 up to the time of his death and his reliability

in money matters was ever above question, so that

his official integrity was assured. He was a charter

member of the Knights of Columbus and was a

commimicant of the Koman Catholic church, of

which his entire family are members.

'Sir. Luney provided well for those dependent

upon him. He became one of the stockholders of

the bank and owned considerable valuable prop-

erty, his widow now having a farm of one hun-

dred and seventy acres and a house and lot at No.

234 North Fourth street besides some vacant prop-

erty. All this was acquired by Mr. Luney as the

result of untiring diligence and unabating energy.
Difficulties vanished before him as mists before the

morning sun, because he was persistent and reso-

lute, as well as thoroughly reliable. He was well

versed in the law and upon current topics, indeed

was a well informed man of decidedly scholarly
tastes. ^Yherovcr he was known he made friends

by a genial manner, kindly disposition and his def-

erence for the opinions of others, and wiien ho

passed away his death was deeply deplored in

business circles, in the ranks of citizenship and

among his many friends, but most of all in his own

home, for he reserved the best traits of his char-

acter for his own fireside and did everything in his

power to promote the welfare and happiness of his

wife and children.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Luney were born live chil-

dren: Ella A., born July 16, 1879; Francis S.,

May 13, 1884; Ellzey H., February 5, 1889; and

E. Eoss and T. Eay, twins, born June 2, 1891.

Ellzey will graduate from the De Kalb townsliip

high school in the summer of 1907. Mrs. Luney
owns and occupies a beautiful home and has her

children all with her except her son Francis, who

is now attending the University of Illinois, from

w-hich he will graduate as a mechanical engineer in

the summer of 1907. The daughter, Ella A., has

been a student at the Chicago Musical College and

is now a successful music teacher. The family are

popular socially in De Kalb and the name Luney
is an honored one in the citv.

WILLIAM D. CASS.

William D. Cass, who is engaged in carpenter-

ing in Sycamore, having been identified with build-

nig operations here for many years, was born in

Cattaraugus county, New York, August 18, 1831,

and is a son of Josiah and Phoebe (Conger) Cass,

both of whom were born in Cayuga county, New
York. The father was engaged in the operation of

a factory for the manufacture of woolen goods.

In his family were nine children, of whom Wil-

liam was the seventh in order of birth. In 18.50

.Josiah Cass came with his family to Illinois,

settling in De Kalb county, where he spent his

remaining days, and his wife also departed this

life here. Daniel Cass, a brother of our subject,

served as a soldier of the Civil war for three years.

William D. Cass pursued his education in the

schools of Gow-anda, New York, and after putting

aside his text-books he learned the wagon-makers

trade, following tliis pursuit for a number of years.

He then took up carpentering, in which he has con-

tinued to the present time and has lieeu identified
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witli tlie erection of many fine structures of this

city. He has always done a good business and is

well known as a representative of the trade in

Sycamore. He owns his own residence at No.

20-t Eiist High street, where he is living.

On tlie 6th of Decemljer, 1874, Mr. Cass chose

as a companion and liclpmate for life's journey

Miss Maria Hubbard, who was born in Vermont

in November, 18.36. Her parents were Mr. and

Mrs. Nelson Hubbard, natives of Vermont, who

came to Illinois about 18.50, settling in Sycamore.

They were parents of four children, of whom Mrs.

Cass is the eldest.

Mr. Cass is an c.xeuiiilary member of the Ma-

sonic fraternity, belonging to Sycamore lodge. No.

134. In politics he has always been a democrat

and is a stalwart champion of the principles of the

party. For five years he has served as alderman

of the city exercising his official prerogatives in

support of those measures wbicli he deems wi"

prove of pulilic benefit and advance the promo-
tion of good liere. He lias lived a life of industry,

thrift and honesty and is a well preserved man of

seventy-five year.^, yet capable of working every

day at the Ijencli. He and his wife area most

excellent couple, who liave spent many years in

Sycamore and have gained a liost of warm friends

here.

EENEST F. ELMBERG.

Ernest F. Eliiilierg is proprietor of one of the

largest and most complete stores of its kind in

De Kalb. He entered business life here as the

owner of a mercantile establishment somewhat

unique in character, a five and ten cent store, which

he conducts under the name of the Economy store.

He carries no ai tides above the prices designated

and yet he has an establishment in which are found

many articles of utility in household aifairs. Ee-

cently, however, he has decided to convert his busi-

ness into a general department store and this

will be one of the foremost establishments of the

city.

Mr. Elmberg was born in Sweden, his natal day

being April 5, 1879, and when only a year and

a half old lie was brought to the United States by

his mother, who located in Maytichl tdwnsliip,

De Kalb county, Illinois. There he was reared

to his fourteenth year, when his mother removed to

Chicago. His early education was acquired in the

])ublic schools and later he pursued a business

course in the Athenaeum Business College of Chi-

cago. Not long after the removal of his mother

to the metropolis he obtained a situation as a

liundle boy with the retail house of Carson, Pirie,

Scott & Company, and rose froiii that position until

be liecame head of stock in the corset and under-

wear department. After eighteen months with

that firm he accepted a position with Butler

Brothers, wholesale jobbers, in the packing room,

remaining with the firm for eleven years, his fi-

delity and ability winning him promotion from

time to time until he became superintendent of the

warehouse and original packing department. On
the 1st of January, 1905, he was sent upon the

road by that firm as a commercial salesman, in

which capacity he acted until the following Sep-

tember, when he resigned his position to engage
in business on his own account, establishing a five

and ten cent store at No. 1757 North Clark street.

Chicago.

On the 29th of June, 1906, he opened a branch

store in De Kalb, which proved so profitable that

he sold his Chicago store some months later that

he might give his undivided attention to his rap-

idly growing business in this city. Mr. Elmberg
is a gentleman of genial personality and is re-

garded as one of the alert business men of De
Kalb. His patronage is steadily increasing even

beyond his fondest expectations, and he now has a

well equipped establishment, in which he is enjoy-

ing a gratifying trade. At the present time he is

adding a new building to his store which will be

two stories in height and basement and w-ill be

divided as follows: the first floor will be given

to bouse furnishings and ladies' furnishings: the

second floor will be divided into four rooms, in one

of which will be the largest crockery department
in town ; the second will be a ladies' rest room,

with telephones, writing desks, etc.
; the third room

will be devoted to pictures and art. including

pyrography and band-painted china : and the

fourth room will be devoted to ladies' furs, suit-

cases and trunks. In the rear of the first floor is

a balcony on which are located the offices, while the

basement is used for additional stock.
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On the Gth of December, 1905, Jlr. Elmberg

was married to Miss Selma E. Johnson, of Syca-

more, Illinois. He and his wife are members of

the Swedish Lutheran church and are people of

genuine personal worth who, although residents o;

De Kalb for only a comparatively brief period,

have yet made many warm friends here. Mr. Elm-

berg votes with the repulilican party and in mat-

ters of citizenship is progressive and public spir-

ited.

willia:m eeid.

William Kuid, who now owns and operates the

old Eeid homestead of one hundred and twenty

acres on section 24, Clinton township, was born in

^Yashington county, New York, September 27,

1861. His parents were also natives of that place

and are of Scottish lineage. They were Ale.\ander

H. and Mary L. (Bliven) Eeid and were married

in the state of New York. They came to the west

in 1868, settling in Clinton township, De Kalb

county, where the father secured a tract of land

and carried on general agricultural pursuits in

order to provide for his family. He became the

owner of one hundred and twenty acres of land,

which remained his property up to the time of his

death on the 8th of March, 1888. His widow

still survives and resides with her son William.

She taught school in the state of New York for

several years prior to her marriage and is a lady

of good education and is much esteemed by her

many friends. In the family were five children:

Laura, born October 28. 1851, and now located

in Sandwich, Illinois: William, of this review:

Greorge, who was born May 24, 1864 ; Hattie, who

was born .January 5. 1867. and is the wife of W. S.

Thorp, a farmer of Clinton township : and Phoebe

May, born August 14, 1S72.

In his boyhood days William Eeid was a public-

school stvident. He received ample training at

farm labor under the direction of his father and

since the latter's death has purchased the old home-

stead, comprising one hundred and twenty acres

of rich and productive land on section 24, Clinton

township. The fields are richly cultivated and

annually yield golden harvests for the care and

labor bestowed upon them. He keeps everything

about the place in good condition and in connection

with general farming he makes a specialty of rais-

ing full blooded polled Durham cattle. He leads

a busy and active life, his labors being crowned

with a gratifying measure of success, so that he

is now numbered among the substantial farmers

of the commimity.
Mr. Eeid exercises his right of franchise in sup-

port of the men and measures of the republican

partv and he now holds the ofBce of road commis-

sioner. He has also served as school director for

several terms and is interested in everything per-

taining to general progress and improvement. He

belongs to the Modern Woodmen camp at Water-

man and he and his mother support and attend the

Presbyterian church. The family is one well

known in this community and Mr. Eeid is every-

where esteemed as one reliable in business, enter-

prising in citizenship and faithful to the ties of

friendship.

LOIIS E. BAETON, M. D.

Dr. Louis E. Barton, engaged in the practice

of medicine in Malta township, with residence and

office in the city of Malta, was born in Eural,

Eock Island county, Illinois, March 4, 1860, and

is a son of John and Mary (Burns) Barton, both

of whom were natives of Allegheny county, Penn-

sylvania. The father, who was born in 1828, was

a farmer by occupation. He came to Illinois in

1856, accompanied by his family, and settled in

Eock Island county, where both he and his wife

spent their remaining days. Both had a brother

who were soldiers of the war of the Eebellion and

lived to return home, but the paternal uncle of

our subject was wounded in the battle of the Wil-

derness.

Dr. Barton was the second in order of birth in

a family of five children, of whom two are de-

ceased. He acquired his education by attending

successively the public schools of Coal Valley, Cor-

nell College at Mount Vernon, Iowa, and the State

Medical University of Iowa, from which he was

graduated in the class of 1886. He had deter-

mined to make the practice of medicine his life

work and after careful preliminary training he lo-

cated for practice in Secor, Illinois, whore he re-
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mained for thirteen j-ears. He tlieii removed to

Deer Creek, this state, where he practiced for four

years and later he was engaged in the liimbor busi-

ness in Texas for one year. On the expiration of

that period he came to Illinois and has since re-

mained in Malta. He owns his residence in the

village and also a well equipped office, and in the

practice of his profession he is continually demon-

strating his ability to cope with the intricate

problems that confront the physician in his efforts

to restore health and prolong life. By constant

reading and study he has kept abreast with the

times in the line of development in the medical

science and his knowledge is broad and compre-

hensive.

In Eureka. Illinois, in 1889, Dr. Barton was

united in marriage t(.) Miss Metta Hart, who was

born in Madison, Wisconsin, February 26, 1863,

and died August 31, 1893. She was a graduate of

Eureka College and a most highly educated lady,

who became assistant principal of the high school

of Eureka. By her marriage she had three chil-

dren, of whom two sons are living: John F., born

June 25, 1890; and Henry C, December 5, 1891.

The daughter, Metta, born August 17, 1893, died

three months later.

The favorable opinion which the world passed

upon Dr. Barton at the outset of his professional

career has in no degree been set aside or modified

but on the contrary has been strengthened as the

years have gone by and he has proven his worth and

ability in practice.

WILLIAM H. MENK.

William H. Menk is proprietor of a hardware

store in Hinckley which he has conducted since

1875, being one of the oldest and best known

merchants of the village. His birth occurred in

Germany, December 26, 18-11, his parents being

AVilliam and Christina (Steindorf) Menk, who

were likewise natives of the fatherland, the former

born March 6, 1806, and the latter in 1812. The

mother's death occurred in 1859, while Mr. Menk

passed away on the 8th of March, 1892. He was

for many years a prominent educator in Germany,

following that profession for fifty-five years. In

celebrating his fiftieth year as a teacher, he re-

ceived a gold medal from the king of Prussia and

the occasion was made one of general rejoicing,

all the teachers and superintendents of the county

being present. For five years thereafter he con-

tinued in the work of the schoolroom and then

retired, after which ho was granted a teacher's

pension. Honored and respected by all, he was

one of the most popular men in his part of the

country and when death claimed him his funeral

was the largest ever held there, his many friends

gathering to pay their last tribute and respect.

William H. Menk spent the first two decades

of his life in his native country and in 1867 came

to De Kalb county, locating in Sandwich where

he lived for a year. He afterward removed to

Chicago where he also spent one year and thence

went to Blair, Washington county, Nebraska, in

1869, where he lived for five years, working at the

tinners trade, afterward making his home in St.

Louis, Missouri, for two years. He next took up
his abode at Indianapolis, Indiana, where another

year was passed, and in 1875 came to Hinckley

where he has since been located. Here he estab-

lished a hardware business and has since conducted

the store. He carries a good line of shelf and

heavy hardware and for many years has enjoyed a

very profitable patronage.

William H. Menk was married on the 19th of

November, 1876, to Miss Johanna Sehring, who

was born November 18, 1853, her parents being

John and Mary (Popp) Sehring. Her father was

born in Hessen, Germany, September 22, 1826,

and is now living in Marseilles, Illinois, at the ad-

vanced age of eighty-one years. His wife was also

a native of Hessen, born November 18, 1826, and

died on the 13th of March, 1895. The year 1848

witnessed their arrival in America at which time

they took up their abode in Joliet, Illinois. Mr.

and Mrs. Menk have become the parents of six

children : Eudolph W., born September 12, 1877 ;

Albert G., born January 28, 1879 ; William F., born

September 11, 1880; Frank C, born June 23,

1883
;
Paul H., born August 7, 1886; and Ida B.,

born January 30, 1888. The family circle yet re-

mains unbroken by the hand of death. Mr. ^lenk

has been a stalwart republican since becoming a

naturalized American citizen and is unfaltering

in his advocacy of the principles of the party,

while in Hinckley he had been recognized as a

leader of its ranks. He has served as president
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of the council for two years and was also a member

of the council for over twelve years. He belongs

to St. Paul's German Evangelical church at

Hinckley and at one time belonged to the Odd

Fellow's lodge at this place, liut it is no longer

in existence.

Jn addition to his stock of liardwarc ilr. .Meidv

owns two bii.^iness houses on Lincoln avenue in

Hinckley and also a fine residence valued at fifteen

thousand dollars. He has long been a very pop-

idar citizen in his town, having won regard by

reason of his many excellent traits of heart and

ininil. He caine to America empty-luimliMl but

realized that the opportunity for success was open

to all men of ambition and determination so that

he assiduously cultivated tho.-e qualities and by

reason thereof has become one of the prosperous

MUM chants and business men of the coiumuniiy.

MORRIS WILLEY.

Morris Willey, who is now living retired in De

Kalb. was for many years actively identified with

the agricultural interests of the county and was

lecognized as one of the leading farmers of De

Kalb township. He was born in Watertown, Jef-

ferson county. New York, on the 5th of July,

1827, and is a son of Eleazer and Wealthy (Marsh)

Willey, who were also natives of that state, where

the father followed the occupation of farming as

a life work. He was a respected and influential

member of the community in which he lived and

was an active worker in the Methodist Episcopal

church, being a class-leader for many years. His

death occurred in 1832, his wife surviving until

1837.

Of the seven children born to them Morris Wil-

ley is the next to the youngest. During his boy-

hood he attended the common schools of his na-

tive si ate and after the death of his parents made

his home with S. Richardson and family, who

lived near Watertown, New York, until Mr. Willey

was sixteen years of age and then removed to

Aurora, Illinois, he accompanying them. Under

^Ir. Richardson's instruction he was taught the

rudiments of farming and the occupation being

^erv conscenial he decided to make it his life work.

On attaining his majority Mr. Willey started

out to make his own way in the world, being em-

ployed as a farm hand near Aurora from 1848

until 1S50. In the latter year, in company with

three others, he went to California by the over-

land route and was there engaged in digging gold

for about two years, at the end of which time l.e

returned to Aurora by water with about fifteen

hundred dollars as the result of his labors. Locat-

ing in l)e Kalb county, he turned his attention to

farming on his own account and in 1855 pur-

chased one hundred and sixty acres of land in Dc

Kali) township, which he still owns. Later he

bought more land from time to time as his finan-

cial resources increased, until he had three hun-

dred and thirty acres, but in 1901 he left the farm

and removed to DeKalb, where his wife was taken

ill soon afterward and died. Feeling the burden

of the care of so much land he divided his prop-

erty, with exception of the original 2nirchase of

one hundred and sixty acres, among his married

children. He is now enjoying a well earned rest

surrounded by all the comforts which make lifo

worth the living.

On the 14th of July, 1855, Mr. Willey was

united in marriage to Miss Mary Bovee, who was

born in Boone county, Indiana. October [). 1838,

her parents being Richard and Orpha Z. (Parke)

Bovee. Her mother, who was born in May, 1811,

is still living, a hale and hearty old lady, who is

very proud to own that three of her uncles were

soldiers of the Revolutionary war and witnessed

the hanging of Major Andre, of the British army.

LTnto Mr. and Mrs. Willey were born nine chil-

dren: Warren B., bom March 14, 1857: Harry,

who was born January 17, 1859, and died March

20, 1884; Sarah I., who was born April 4, 1861,

and died September 29, 1867; Caroline, who was

born August 15, 1863, and died February 11,

1894; Eliza C, born October 30, 1865; Emily V.,

born September 21, 1869 ; Wealthy M., who was

born April 3, 1872, and died June 15, 1900;

Richard M., born February 13, 1875
; and Lily L.,

born July 6, 1878. Warren was married October 1,

1878, to Miss Edith Holderness: Caroline was mar-

ried Janaury 19, 1888, to Charles N.Barr; Eliza C

was married November 8, 1888, to William Britten;

Emily V. was married January 17, 1889. to Oscar

S. Gibbons; and Richard M. was married December

6, 1900, to Miss Beatrice M. Jones. After an ex-
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tended and painful illness Mrs. Willey passed tn

the great beyond on the 29th of August, 1901, lO

be with her loved ones there. She had lived a

consecrated Christian life since she was a little

girl, Ijeing a member of the Methodist Episcopal
church.

For almost half a century Mr. Willey has also

been connected with that church, and his life has

ever been in harmony with his professions. The

republican party has always found in him a

stanch supporter of its principles and being a great

reader has kept thoroughly conversant with the

questions of the day. His life has been one of use-

fulness and ho has the respect and confidence of all

with whom he has been brought in contact either

in social or business relations.

WILLIAM J. FULTON.

One of the popular citizens of Sycamore is Will-

iam J. Fulton, att'irney at law, who is now filling

the office of city attorney and is also official court

reporter for the county and circuit courtsi He
was born in Lynedoch, Ontario, January 14, 1875.

His father, James Fulton, of Hartford, Indiana,

was the youngest son of Thomas and Elizabeth

(Thompson) Fulton, natives of Scotland, who

emigrated to Canada in 1842. James Fulton was

born in Haldimand county, Ontario, May 12, 1846,

spent his boyhood and youth in his father's home

and after attending the common schools became

a high-school student at Seneca, and later a normal-

school student at Toronto. After attaining his

majority he engaged in teaching for six years,

meeting with excellent success, and subsequently

he followed merchandising at Langton, Ontario,

where he continued in business for three years.

He then sold out and came to Sandwich, De Kalb

county, where he accepted a clerkship, occupying
the position for seven months. In the winter of

1881 he removed with his family to Waterman,

Illinois, where he established a general mercantile

store, conducting it for .several years. The family

continued to reside in Waterman until 1893, when

they removed to Hartford, where the parents now

reside. James Fulton was married, November 14,

1871, in Canada, to Miss Jane E. Gray, who was

born in Portage. New York. Mav 19. 1846, a

daughter of (k'orge and Jane (Charlton) Gray.
She became the mother of nine children: George

T., William J., Annie E., Kobert B., Walter S..

James T., Frederick G., Ella C. and Mary B.

The parents are members of the Presbyterian
church and are people of the highest respectability,

enjoying in large measure the good will of all

who know them. In politics j\lr. Fulton is a

stalwart republican.

After acquiring his preliminary education in the

public schools, William J. Fulton entered the Uni-

versity of Illinois, from which he was graduated
with the class of 1898, after which he spent two

years in the study of law in the same institution.

In the fall of 1900 he came to Sycamore and after

studying for a few months in the office of Carnes,

Dunton & Faissler, he was admitted to the bar.

He remained with that firm for a few months

longer, during which time he mastered shorthand

reporting, and after a year's work in the law office

of J. B. Stephens, in 1904, he opened an office of

his own in the Pierce block and has since been

engaged in the practice of his chosen profession.

He is now serving as city attorney for the city of

Sycamore besides holding the position of official

court reporter for both the county and circuit

courts.

In November, 1902, was celebrated the marriage
of Mr. Fulton and Miss Laura Busey, of Urbana,

Illinois, and they now reside in Sycamore. Two
children have been born to them : Frederick Henry,
who died at the age of fifteen months

;
and William

John, Jr., born February 12, 1907. Mr. Fulton

is a young man of good ability and of laudable

ambition and his many friends predict for him a

successful future.

REV. EZRA E. PLAPP.

Although one of the younger representatives in

the work of the ministry, Bev. Ezra E. Plapp lias

already gained for himself an honored name. He
is a native son of DeKalb county, his birth having
occurred at Maple Park, May 1, 1877, he being a

son of David and Mary Plapp, of Malta town-

ship.

Rev. Plapp acquired his early education in the

schools of his native place, and upon reaching
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nialure years ho tlecidud to uutur the ministry.

Accordingly he prepared himself for this high and

holy calling, and completing his education along

theological lines two years ago, entered upon the

ministry at Malta Mission of the Evangelical

church at Malta. He is very enthusiastic and de-

voted to his work, having built up the church

until its inliuence is being widely felt throughout
the coniinunity. He is deeply interested in the

moral development of this locality and through
the vaiious departments of the church organization

he is doing beneficial service as well as through

personal cIToit. He has won a host of warm
friends not onlv among the members of his own

congregation but among the memliers of the other

denominations tiiroiigliout tlie entire comiiuniity.

Rev. Plapp chose as a companion and helpmate
for life's journey. Miss Bertha Block, to whom he

was married May 23. ]!)06. She was born in

Germany, Jlareli 1, 1882, and was brought by her

parents to America when only a year old, the fam-

ily home being established at Green Lake, Wiscon-

sin, where the father is still living, being engaged
in carrying on general agricultural pursuits. Mrs.

Plapp is proving a valuable assistant to her hus-

band in his ministerial work, for she takes a very

active part in the work of the church and her

genial and pleasing manner has already won for

her w.irm and lasting friendships.

HENKV CLAY mnnixGS.

Henry Clay Giddings, who since 1889 has been

a resident of De Kalb county, where his time has

been given to breaking and training horses, was

horn in Erie county, Pennsylvania, March 20,

1846. His father, Mo.ses C. Giddings, was born

in the town of Lancaster, Coos county, Xew

Hampshire, and after arriving at years of maturity
he wedded Sophia Stafford, who was born in Penn-

sylvania. There were fourteen children of this

marriage, of whom Henry C. was the twelfth in

order of birth. Two of the sons of the family
were soldiers of the war of the rebellion—John

W. and Thomas W., who enlisted from Hlinois in

the spring of 1863 and valiantly served in defense

of the Union until the close of hostilities.

Mr. Giddings of this review acquired a public-

school education and after putting aside his text-

books began farming. He was closely associated

with general agricultural interests until 1889, and

in 1879 he purchased a farm in Warren county

comprising two hundred acres of very rich, valu-

,'ible and well improved land. In fact it was called

the premium farm of the county, and there in ad-

dition to tiie cultivation of the soil he also engaged
in the stoc-k Ijusincss. On his removal to De Kall>

(ounty in 1889 lie sold his Warren county pi'opcrty

and has since made his home in the city of De

Kail), his time and energies being given to the

breaking and tiaining of horses. In this woi"k he

is an expert. He is associated with W. L. Ellwood

in his breeding of fine horses, and has always en-

joyed the full confidence of Mr. Ellwood becatise

of Jiis ability and his trustworthiness. Seven years

ago he was given charge of the road bonscs owned

by W. L. Ellwood and has since remained in this

position. He is indeed an excellent judge of the

horse, seldom, if ever, at error in the slightest de«

gree in placing valuation upon an animal and as

a trainer he has done excellent work.

On the loth of November, 1866, Mr. Giddings

was united in marriage to Miss Ophelia E. Wag-

goner, who was born in Oneida county, Xew York,

January 11, 1846. Her father was Henry Wag-

goner, a native of Germany, who was born near

Baden in 1801. After conmig to America he

wedded Esther Sherman, who was born in Ver-

mont. There were nine children in their familj',

of whom Mrs. Giddings was the sixth child. She

had two brothers in the Civil war, Charles and

James Waggoner. The latter died in the serv-

ice and was buried at Paducah, Kentucky, while

Charles lived to return home. Her grandparents

in the paternal line were Jacob and Catiierine

(Reece) Waggoner, both of whom were natives of

Germany. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Giddings was born

a son, Cyrus Sherman, who was born August 23,

1868; and died in infancy. They have an adopted

daughter, Mrs. Bessie Giddings Blount, who was

iiorn July 18, 18?0, and has two children: Perry

Claud, born Xovember 15, 1897; and Elizabeth

Gene, born July 18, 1902.

In liis ]iolitical views ^Ir. Giddings is a repub-

lican and while he keeps well informed on the

questions and issues of the day, as every true

-Vmcrican citizen should do. he has never sought
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or (letiircd pulilie (itticf. He liolds membership in

the Baptist clnircb. Altliough he started out in

life witliout financial aid, he has by honesty and

industry won a very comfortable competence which

would cnalile him to retire did ho so desire, but

indolence and idleness are utterly foreign to his

nature and he is so deeply interested in his work

that he continues actively in Inisiness, being ac-

knowledged to have no superior in his line in this

part of the state. He and his wife are pleasantly

located in their own beautiful home at Xo. 129

College avenue, De Kalb. and are among the best

residents of the citv.

HENEY J. STARK.

The name of Stark has figured with distinction

in the annals of business development in Sycamore
for many years and among the native sons of the

city few liave attained the prominence and pros-

perity which Henry J. Stark has gained. A

capitalist, now giving his supervision to his in-

vested interests, he was formerly extensively en-

gaged in dealing in live stock and grain. He is

one of the large shareholders in the Sycamore Na-

tional Bank and throughout an active career he has

displayed business ability of superior order, as ex-

emplified in his capable management and judicious

investment.

Born in Sycamore on the Sth of June, 1849, he

is a son of Marshall Stark, whose birth occurred

in Luzerne county. Penn.«3-lvania, August 12, 1813.

The paternal grandparents, Oliver and Betsey

(Dixon) Stark, were both natives of the Keystone
state and were descended from old New England

stock, tracing the line back to the same ancestry

from which General Stark of Revolutionary fame

was descended.

Marshall Stark was reared in the county of his

nativity and after acquiring a good education de-

voted his early life to teaching school during the

winter months, while in the summer seasons he was

engaged in the work of the farm. The tide of im-

migration was steadily flowing westward, bringing

to the Mississippi valley hundreds of substantial

settlers from the older east, who recognized the

natural resources of the country and began its de-

velopment. In the summer of 1S34 ^larshall

Stark made his way to Illinois and secured a claim

near Eockfonl in W'iimebago county, but made no

permanent settlement at that time. On returning

to Pennsylvania he taught school through the

suceeding winter but in the spring of 1836 he again

came to De Kalb county, locating a claim on what

are now sections 20 and 21, Sycamore township.

He purchased his land from the government when

it was placed upon the market and in true pioneer

style began life in the west, his home ijeing a

log cabin which he Iniilt near the timber. He

turned the first furrows in his fields and continued

the work of improving his farm until the fall of

1841, when tie again went to Pennsylvania, being

married there on the 5tli of October of that 3"ear

to Miss Louisa Tyler, a native of Susquehanna

county. Pennsylvania, born December 16. 1820,

and a daughter of Royal and Mary (Southwick)

Tyler, both of whom were natives of Connecticut.

They settled in Pennsylvania in the fall of 1820

and there the daughter. Louisa, was reared to

womanhood.

Two v.eeks after their marriage !Mr. and ilrs.

Stark started for their new home in the west,

driving across the country with horse teams. The

log cabin remained their place of abode for three

years and was then replaced by a more comfortable

and prententious frame residence, in which they

resided for a long period. Careful of expenditures,

industrious and energetic in his work, Mr. Stark

entered upon an era of prosperity that gained him

the reputation of being one of the most energetic,

thrifty and capable business men in De Kalb

county. His fitness for oflScial service was also

recognized and in 1848 he was elected sheriff of

the county, in which capacity he served for three

years. At the beginning of his service he removed

to Sycamore and during his term of office he opened

a hotel in Sycamore, which he conducted for

six j-ears. At the end of that time, however, he

sold out his business interests in the county seat

in 18.54 and returned to his farm, which comprised

five hundred acres of fine land, well improved and

conveniently and pleasantly located about a mile

and a half from Sycamore. He was called to sev-

eral pulilie offices, serving as assessor, school di-

rector and supervisor of his township and was

a member of the county board at the time of his

death. He did not confine his attention to one

line of l)usiness but extended his efforts to other
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fields of activity and became extensively interested

in the lumber business, spending two winters in

the i)ineries of Michigan. In 1874, in partnership

with his sons, J. 0. and H. J., he established

a large lumberyard in Sycamore, which he carried

on with pronounced success until his death on the

2Gth of December, 1882, when he was sixty-nine

years of age. He also engaged in buying and sell-

ing stock and grain for many years and that busi-

ness proved equally profitable. In fact he car-

ried forward to successful completion w-hatever he

undertook and his energy, ready adaptabilitv and

iarsighted sagacity constituted the salient factors

in his financial advancement.

Both lie and his wife were members of the

Methodist Episcopal cliurch of Sycamore, to the

support of whicii tliey contributed liberally, mak-

ing generous donations also for the erection of the

house of worshi|) and taking a helpful part in many
of the church activities. Mrs. Stark .survived her

husband for about ten years and died July 1, 1892.

They were the parents of ten children: Harmon

M., a farmer residing in Kingston township:

Martlia S., the wife of Hosea W. Atwood, living

in Jasper county, Iowa: Mary E., the wife of L. C.

llarrLs, of Genoa township; JefiEerson 0.. deceased;

Henry J., of this review ;
Theron ^I., who re-

sides in Sycamore; Ada L., the wife of James

Maitland, of Sycamore township; Ella A., the wife

of A. W. Brower, of Sycamore ; Emma J., the wife

of Charles Wiggins, of Nebraska; and Hattie M.,

the wife of Burton W. Lee, of Sycamore township.

The boyhood days of Henry J. Stark were

ijuietly and uneventfully passed upon the home

farm a mile and a half from Sycamore and the

])ublic schools of the city afforded him his educa-

tional privileges. At the age of twenty-one years

he engaged in the stock business, which he followed

throughout his active life, or until 1904, when he

retired. However, he still feeds a large amount

of sheep and cattle and is naturally qualified for

this line of business, being an -xeellent judge of

stock. He has also dealt extensively in grain.

Thus in a few words is given the history of his

business career but it tells little of the energy he

has displayed, his close application, his unfaltering

r,erseverance and his strong detennination. These

qualities, however, are familiar to all with whom
he has had business transactions and they know,

uinrenver, of straightforward methods which have

neither sought nor required disguise. He also

ijought and shipped hay for nearly thirty years in

Sycamore and this contributed not a little to his

success.

Mr. Stark was married to Miss Carolyn Ander-

son, a native of Sycamore and a daughter of David

P. Anderson, who came from Genesee count}-. New
York, to I)e Kalb county at an early day. Her

mother, whose maiden name was Laura Ann
Brooks, was likewise a native of the Empire state.

The father was a wagonmaker by trade and fol-

lowed that pursuit for many years. One son,

John G. Anderson, is now residing in Sycamore.
Mr. and Mrs. Stark liave an attractive home at

Xo. ()2.5 De Kalb street and he also owns the

old homestead farm which his father secured from

tiie government during the pioneer epoch in the

history of this county.

In his political views Mr. Stark is a republican
but has never been an aspirant for office. He be-

longs to both the lodge and encampment of Odd
Fellows. For fifty-eight years he has been a

resident of the county, thus witnessing the greater

part of its growth and progress as it has emerged
from frontier conditions and taken on all of the

evidences of an advanced and modern civilization.

While the members of the Stark family have never

sought to figure prominently in public life as

office holders they have always stood for good

citizenship and have given aid and co-operation to

many movements which have directly benefited

the county, and the name of Henry J. Stark, like

that of other members of his family, is one that is

honored in business circles and in public and

private life.

CHARLES W. BTJECHIM.

The life history of Charles W. Burchim is insep-

arably interwoven with the records of De Kalb

county for during almost three score years and

ten he has lived within the borders of the county,

an interested and active witness of the changes

wliich have occurred. His memorj- goes back ti

the old pioneer times when there were no rail-

roads, when trees were uncut, streams unbridged,

and prairies uncultivated. In fact one could ride

for miles across the countrv without coming to a
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house or fence to impede his progress. Only h

few years before had the Indians been driven

out of the sts^e by the settlers who had been the

first to open the prairies of Illinois. Here and

there was a long cabin to show that the seeds ot

civilization had been planted. Occasionally at the

crossroads or in a little hamlet, was a "general

store," carrying a very limited line of goods but

none of the more expensive dry-goods or furni-

ture were to be purchased there and in fact many
of those edibles which are now considered essen-

tial in every household could not be obtained in

the little country stores. Cooking was largely

done over the lire-places and the cabins were

lighted by candles. The work of the field was

largely done liy hand while ox teams were hitched

to the breaking plow and were used to convey

the crops to the market or to take the family on

their visits from one pioneer home to anotner.

Charles \Y. Burchim was reared to manhood

amid the wild scenes of the frontier and performed
the arduous tasks incident to the development of

a new farm. Today he is owner of an excellent

property of two hundred and twenty acres on

section 8, Somonauk township, and the labor he

has bestowed upon the fields and the buildings

he has erected have made this a valuable farm.

He was only about five years old when the family

came to the middle west in 1838, his birth having

occurred in Onondaga county, New York, July

28, 1833. His father, Joshua Burchim, was born

in the Moha\vk valley, New York, and in that

state married Mary Tyrrel, also a native of New
York. He was a cooper by trade and manufac-

tured salt barrels at Liverpool, New York. In

1838 he removed westward to De Kalb county,

Illinois, and bought a claim, while later he entered

about one hundred and sixty acres of land. Not

a furrow had been turned or an improvement
made upon the property. He began its develop-

ment and continued to make it his home until

called to his final rest at the age of seventy-four

years. His wife passed away only forty-three

hours previous. In their family were six sons

and three daughters, all of whom reached adult

age but the only ones now living are: Charles

W., of this review; William H., of Chicago; and

Martha, who is the widow of Almond Hamlin,

and is now living in Aurora, Illinois. Those de-

ceased are: Malinda, who married William Wil-

son and died when about sixty-five years of age;

Simon, who died in Texas; and Alexander, who

went to California in 18.50 and made his home

in Kankakee, Illinois.

As soon as ago and strength permitted Charles \V.

Burchim took his f)lace behind the breaking plow,

aiding in breaking the sod into furrows and later in

harvesting the crops, continuing to assist his father

until he had attained his majority. He later went

to Iowa, where he spent two winter seasons, and

in 1859, in company with Nat Wilson, made an

overland trip with ox teams to California, where

he spent three years engaged in freighting. He
then returned to Illinois by way of the isthmus

route, New York and Chicago, and after arriving

at the old home carried on the farm for two years.

He then bought an adjoining tract of land of

eighty acres and operated it for one year continu-

ing, however, to live with his parents. On the

expiration of that period he sold that tract and

bought the place where he now resides on section

8, Somonauk township. He at once began )o

place the fields under cultivation and has since

carried on the farm work, annually gathering

golden harvests as a reward for the care and labor

l;e bestows upon his fields. He has repaired and

remodeled the house, has built two good farms

for the shelter of grain and stock and has divided

the fields by well kept fences. He has also bought
the latest improved machinery to facilitate his

work and has set out an orchard. He has an

engine for pumiiiug water and operating a feed

mill and corn sheller. He raises pure blooded

Hereford cattle and formerly raised, fed and fat-

tened cattle and hogs for the market. He now

annually sells about a carload of fattened hosfs

and some steers. His business interests have been

carefully and profitably conducted so that he has

long been accounted one of the leading farmers

and stock-breeders of the community.
Mr. Burchim was married in Sandwich in 1875

to Miss Lydia Jane Eose, who was born and reared

on a farm in Somonauk township, her father being
John G. Rose, an early settler who came from

the state of New York. In 1004 Mr. Burchim

was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, who

passed away in the month of January, leaving

three children: Eose Mary, at home; Wesley

Eaymond, who aids in carrying on the home

farm; and Eva Abigal.
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Mr. Burcliiui is a Master Mason, belonging to

Scmonauk lodge. In polities he has been a stal-

wart republican since casting his first presiden-

tial ballot for John C. Fremont in 1856. His

meniorv forms a connecting link between the

primitive pioneer past and the progressive pres-

ent. He has lived to witness the introdiiction cf

railroads, the telegraph and telephone, the up-

building of cities and commercial and industrnl

promotion while all of the advantages of advanced

civilization have been introduced. In memory lie

recalls many interesting incidents of the early

days and it is a pleasure to talk with him of the

times when De Kalb county was situated on the

I'ontier and the method of living in those days

when Illinois was cut off by long distances frojn

the older settled cities of the east, so that the

people were largely dependent upon what they

conld raise and make to secure the comforts of

borne.

GEOHGE W. BUCK.

One of the most prominent and influential busi-

ness men of Genoa is George W. Buck, the presi-

dent and organizer of the Farmers State Bank,

who dates his residence in De Kalb cotinty from

1849. being less than a year old when brought to

this locality- by his parents. He was born near

Williamsport. Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, on

the 24th of December. 1848. and is a son of

Daniel and Jerusba (Craft) Buck, who were also

natives of that county and were there reared and

married. For seven years after their marriage

the father continued to follow farming in Lycom-

ing count\" and then brought his family to Illi-

nois, entering government land in De Kalb countv'

and acquiring four bundrerc acres of prairie land,

all of which lies in Genoa township. This prop-

erty is still in possession of the family. Upon his

farm Daniel Buck erected a house and then turned

his attention to the improvement and cultivation

of his land, continuing bis farming operations un-

til called from this life in 18T3 at the age of fifty-

eight years. His wife still survives him, at the

age of eighty-four years, and lives with her sons,

Alfred and George. Of the five children bom to

them one died in infancv: Charles, at the age of

twelve years ; and Ellis, who died during his serv-

ice in the Civil war as a member of the Eiglith

Illinois Cavalry.

George W. Buck of this review was the fourth in

order of birth in this family and grew to manhood

upon the home farm. He had good school ad-

vantages, was a student at the old Chicago Uni-

versity for a time and was graduated from the

Bryant & Stratton Commercial College. After

completing his education he went to California but

not liking the climate he remained but three

months and then returned home, devoting his time

and attention to the raising and breeding of French

draft horses. He made a specialty of Percherons

and was a pioneer importer, making four trips to

Europe to secure his own animals. He continued

in tliis business with profit for ten years. In 1878

he formed a creamery stock company, of which be

was secretary for a number of years and he con-

tinued to carry on his farm after his removal

to Genoa in 1882, giving personal supervision

to his varied business interests. Mr. Buck organ-

ized and chartered the Farmers State Bank, of

Genoa, which was opened for business on the 9th

of September, 1901, capitalized at forty thousand

iloUars and now paying eight per cent dividends.

There are one hundred and fifty-four stockholders,

mainly substantial farmers of this section. He has

.served continuously as its president and owing to

capable management and sound business judg-

ment the enterprise has prospered from the begin-

ning and it is now considered one of the most re-

liable banks of the county.

On the 2d of August, 1894, Mr. Buck was tinited

in marriage to Miss Mary Flick, also a native of

Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, and they attend

the Methodist Episcopal church, of which ilrs.

Buck is a member. Fraternally Mr. Buck belongs

to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Genoa,

and is also a Master Mason, holding membership
in Genoa lodge, Xo. 288. He is a stanch sup-

porter of the republican party and its principles

and is always ready to serve the organization in

any way within his power. He has held several

town,«hip offices, was assessor for five consecutive

years and was appointed postmaster of Genoa under

President McKinley. .serving in that position for

twentA'-si.v months, when he was retired from the

office, owing to local politics. He has served ac-

ceptably in several minor offices and never with-
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holds his support from iuiy enterprise wliich he be-

lieves will advance the social, moral or eiiueational

welfare of his town or county. He is pre-eminently

public spirited and ]ii-<if;ressive and is justly re-

garded as one of the leadini; citizens of Genoa.

J. A. CAHBAUGH.

J. A. Carbaugh is engaged in the operation of

a farm of three hundred and ten acres of rich and

prodirctive land on section 17, De Kalb township.

He dates his residence in the county from 1894.

His birth occurred in Pennsylvania, June 29,

1850. His father, John Garljaugh, was born in

Maryland, January 1, 181'2, and removed thence

to Pennsylvania, where his remaining days were

passed. On the 7th of November, 1841, in the

Keystone state, he married ]\[iss L. Ann Eberts,

who was born in Perry county, Pennsylvania, No-

vember 13, 1816. Her death occurred in 189G.

The great-grandfather of our subject had a family

of twenty-fonr children, while in the nuiternal line

there was one family that numbered eight sons and

six daughters, all of whom were married and be-

came property owners.

In the state of his nativity J. A. Carbaugh siient

the days of his boyhood and youth, and his educa-

tion was acquired in the pnblic schools. Removuig

westward, he was married in Indiana, on the 20th

of March, 1877, to Miss Mary A. Gregg, whose

birth occurred in Marshall county, Indiana, De-

cember 24, 18.54. Her father was a native of

Virginia and in his boyhood days went to Ohio,

where his wife was born in 183.5. After ten years

spent in Ohio, Mr. Gregg removed to Indiana ana

it was in that state that he was married, luyi^

he followed general agricultural pui'suits uidil

his death.

Following his marriage Mr. Carbaugh came to

Illinois, settling in Ogle county. He worked at

the carpenter's trade at Rochelle nntil the fall of

the same year, 1877, when he removed to a fai-m

and has since given his attention to general agri-

cnltural pursuits. In 1894 he came to De Kalb

county and has since resided on section 17, De

Kalb township, where he is cultivating a rich tract

of land of three hundred and ten acres. He raises

polled Angus cattle and Poland China hogs and

his stock-raising interests constitute an important
branch of his business.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carbaugh have been born

(i\c children : Charles F., born December 27, 1877;

William E., (October 12, 1879
;
Lewis D., Febru-

ary 24, 1881; Elmer L., ]March 12, 1883; and

Ralph A., March 8, 1891. The first two and the

last are now deceased. Mr. Carbaugh is a repub-

lican, who has voted the ticket since age conferred

upon him the right of franchise. He belongs to

the Knights of the Globe lodge at De Kalb, and he

and his wife are supporters of the j\Iethodist Epis-

copal church, usually attending its services.

CilAliLES AUGUST S\\ A.NSO.N.

C'harles August Swanson, foreman of the ma-

chinery department for the American Steel &

Wire Comjiany, was born in Sweden on the 25th

of January, 1800. His father. Swan Johnson,

died when the son was only two and a half years

of age. He was an only child and when nine years

of age he came with his mother to the United

States, a location being made in De Kalb. Here

he was reared and the public schools afforded him

his educational privileges. As a boy he worked on

farms, herding cattle and doing other such labor

as age and strength permitted. He remained

upon the farm until his eighteenth year, when he

secured employment in the Haish barb wire fac-

tory in De Kalb. After a brief period, however,

he accepted a position with the Superior Barb

Wire Company, the Ellwoods being then owners of

the plant, which is now a part of the plant of the

American Steel & Wire Company. For some time

Mr. Swanson operated one of the barb wire ma-

chines. Later he was advanced, becoming a re-

pairer of the machines, and when the upper mills

were built he was placed in the machine depart-

ment, where he gradually worked his way upward,

being made foreman of the machinery department
of the mill in 1900, since which time he has ac-

ceptably filled that important position. He is a

skilled mechanic, well qualified for the work which

claims his attention, his advancement in the busi-

ness world having come in recognition of his in-

dividual merit and fidclitv.
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In politics Mr. Swanson is a stalwart republican

and keeps well iui'ornied on the questions and is-

sues of the day. He is a member of the Lutheran

church and his life has been actuated by high and

honorable principles. He was married on the 6th

of June, 1890, to Miss Sophia A. Anderson, a

daughter of Anders Gustav Anderson and a sistei

of Anderson Brothers, well known and prominent

merchants of the city. Mr. and ^Irs. Swanson

now have one child, Kuth Caroline, born January

3, 1896.

ALBEKT Sill iri'LEFF.

Albert Shurtleff, one of the well known men of

De Kalb county, who has resided within its borders

from an early day and for many years has been

a resident of Genoa, was born in Stanstead, Lower

Canada, July 25, 1824, His father, David Shurt-

lefE, was a native of the state of New Hampshire

and a son of Ichabod Shurtleff, one of the pioneer

residents of the Granite state, whence he removed

at a later date to Canada. David Shurtleff was

reared in that country, but was married in Ver-

mont to Miss Euth Snapp, a native of the Green

Mountain state. In Canada he followed the occu-

pation of farming for a number of years and later

removed to Massachusetts, where he resided for

four years, after which he came to Illinois in

1838, settling in De Kalb county. He had pre-

viously visited the state and selected a location.

Here he opened up a farm and reared his younger

children, remaining a resident of the county rmtil

called to the home beyond. He had served as a

soldier in the war of 1812. His wife survived him

for a few years.

Albert Shurtleff was one of five brothers and

the second in order of birth. He has one brother,

Ephraim Shurtleff, living in Sycamore, .aad these

two are the only survivors of the family. Albert

Shurtleff was a youth of fourteen years when he

accompanied his parents to Illinois. His school

privileges were limited, so that he is almost wholly

a self-educated man. He worked on the farm

through the period of his youth and as opportunity

offered he attended the public schools. His two

brothers, Ephraim Shurtleff and General Giles

Waldo Sluirtk'ff, were both teachers. Tlic latter

studied for the ministry, was educated at Oberlin

College in Ohio and became a member of the

faculty of that institution, devoting his eutire

life to educational work. On the 22d of April.

1861, he enlisted in the Union anuy for three

months' service and was elected a captain in the

Seventh Eegiment of Ohio Volunteers after he

had re-enlisted for three years' service on the 19th

of June, 1861. He was captured in battle, but

was exchanged October 7, 1862. His valor and

meritorious service won him promotion from time

to time and at the close of the war he was brev-

etted brigadier general of United States volunteers

March 16, 1865. After being honorably dis-

charged he returned to Oberlin and continued in

school work there until 1887. His death occurred

May 19, 1904. He had been married at Arm-

strong, Ohio, December 24, 1864, to Miss Mary
E. Burton, a resident of Oberlin.

.Mbert Shurtleff remained upon the home farm

until after he had attained his majority. His mar-

riage was celebrated in Sycamore, Illinois, on the

16th of December, 1852, the lady of his choice be-

ing Miss Clarissa Rich, who was a native of Ver-

mont, but reared in Kane county, Illinois. Her

father, Elijah Rich, was likewise born in the

Green Mountain state and was there married, but,

removing to the west, became one of the early

settlers of Kane county. Mrs. Shurtleff died in

Genoa, August 7, 1906, deeply regretted by all who

knew her. for she had many good traits of heart

and mind. Her sister, Mrs. Venelia Arnold, is

the wife of Elijah Arnold and now resides with

Mr. Shurtleff.

For four years after hi.s marriage Mr. Shurtleff

engaged in farming in Kane county and then re-

moved to Genoa township, where he purchased a

tract of land, which he cultivated for several years.

Later he sold that property and removed to South

Dakota, where he bought a farm, owning about one

thousand acres of land in that state. He has since

sold a portion of this, but still retains a half sec-

tion, which is a well improved and valuable farm

property. He made his home theron until 1899,

when he returned to Genoa and built a good resi-

dence, in which he now resides.

Politically Mr. Shurtleff was originally an abo-

litionist, casting his first presidential vote for

James A. Birnev. He voted for John C. Fremont,
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the first republican candidate, eagerly giving liis

support to the new party, which was formed to pre-

vent the further extension of slavery. He has sup-

ported each presidential nominee of the party since

that time with one exception, but he has neither

sought nor held office. He is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal church at (ienoa, to which

Mrs. Shurtlef!' also belonged. A useful and active

life has brought Mr. Shurtleff to a venerated

old age. One of the tragedies of the world is an

old age which does not command respect by reason

of the life that has been led. Mr. Shurtleff, how-

ever, has been honorable in his relations with his

fellownien and straightforward in Ijusiness, and his

many good qualities have gained for him the con-

fidence, esteem and trust of those with whom he

has been associated.

FUKI) EUGENE GRAVES. M. D.

Dr. Fred Eugene ("{raves, who since 1893 has

engaged in the practice of medicij^Q'.ok Hinckley,
was born in Franklin

township, ,^;XValb,; county,
on the 7th of July, 1856. His father, Abraham
D. Graves, is a native of Maine, '-hQEn in 1826,

and is now living in Franklin tdA^'ti^Iiip; it the

advanced age of eighty-one years. He came to

Illinois in 1850 and settled on a farm in De Kalb

county near where ho now resides, having spent

almost a half century in tliis locality. In agri-

cultural pursuits he lias met with a gratifying

measure of success and is looked upon as a good
business man of stalwart purpose and unfaltering

energy. For some years he was engaged in breed-

ing and raising of thoroughbred Ayrshire cattle.

Some years ago, however, he letired from active

business life, although lie still lives on the farm.

He holds membership in the ^lethodist Episcopal

church, in which he has served as steward and in

other offices for many ^-ears. In jiolitics he has

ever been an earnest republican and for twontv

years was township treasurer. He married Salina

Lucretia Churchill, who was Ijorn in the state of

New York in 1832 and is still living. 8he came

to Illinois with her ])arents, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver

Churchill, who arrived in this state about 1833.

the year following the Black Hawk war, and

settled in Franklin township, De Kalb county.

She was therefore reared amid the wild scenes of

the frontier and her memory forms a connecting
link between the primitive past and the progressive

present. She, too, is a devoted member of the

Methodist church. By her marriage she became
the mother of eight children: Eva S., who is the

wife of Milton D. Patten, a mechanic of Chicago;
I'antha L., who died in infancy ;

Fred E.
; Charles

S., a practicing lawyer of Chicago; Nathaniel a.,

a physician of Chicago; Amos C, who is engaged
in the practice of medicine in Portland, Oregon:
Bert E., a telegraph operator on the Chicago.
^Milwaukee & St. Paul Eailroad, living at Unrano-

villo, Illinois; and .Idhn. who died in infancy.
Dr. (4raves of this review was reared to farm

life and was a district-school student in his early

boyhooil. He afterward attended a high school at

Wheatland, Iowa, and also the high school in

Sycamore, and subsequently he engaged in teach-

ing for thi'ee years. During that period, when
not occupied with the duties of the schoolroom, he

devoted his time to reading medicine in the office

and under the direction of Dr. R. B. Spiers of

Kirkland. Illinois, and in 1879 he matriculated

in Bennett Eclectic Medical College of Chicago, in

which he completed a two years' course. In March,
1881, he began the practice of his profession at

Chicago Heights, where he spent two years, and

later practiced for four years at Eockford, Illinois.

Ho then went to King's Station, wliere he con-

tinned for about six years, and in 1893 came to

Hinckley, where he has been eminently successful

in his chosen field of labor. He pursued a course

in orifieial surgery in the Chicago Homeopathic
College and has ever been a close student of the

science of medicine, keeping in touch with the on-

ward march of the profession through his reading
and investigation. He is also a member of the

State and National Medical Association.

On the 21st of February, 1883, Dr. Graves was

married to Miss Jeanne j\Iaria Wallace, who was

born at Arlington Heights, Chicago, in 1858 and

is a daughter of S. W. Wallace, who was a wagon-
maker and belonged to a pioneer family of Cook

county. In 1884 Mr. Wallace moved to Rockford,

Illinois, where he and Mrs. Wallace still make their

home. Dr. and Mrs. Graves have three children :

Jeanne Frances, who was graduated from the

Northwestern University in the class of 1906 and

is now principal of the high school at Genoa, Illi-
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nois; Edwin C. who is a graduate of Lake Forest

Academy of the class of 1906. and is now in the

main otKcc of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad at Chicago; and Ruth, at home. The

Doctor and his wife are members of the Methodist

Episcopal church and he belongs to various fra-

ternal organizations, including the Masons, the

Modern Woodmen of America, the Knights of

Pythias and the Alystic Workers. His political

siipport is given to the republican party. He has

made steady and gratifying progress since he en-

tered upon the practice of medicine and is now

according a very extensive patronage, which indi-

cates his high standing in his section of the i-ounty.

J. (' I OLD hi; NESS.

J. C. Holderness, who owns a fine residence in

De Kalb and is pleasantly situated in life, was

born in Canada, May 10, 1846. His father,

Thomas Holderness, was born on the ocean while

his parents were crossing the Atlantic to Canada.

He was reared to manhood in that country, and

was married there, after which he brought his fam-

ily to Illinois in the early '50s. He settled in

Malta township, De Kalb count}', and there fol-

lowed the occupation of farming until his death.

Ho was twice married and by his first union had

four children, of whom the subject of this review

was the third in order of birth. By his second

marriage there were six children, four sons and

two daughters, of w^hom five still survive and all

are residents of Colorado.

J. C. Holderness spent his youth in his father's

home, being brought to De Kalb coimty when a

little lad. He was therefore reared in this locality

and at the time of the Civil war, when but seven-

teen years of age, he enlisted in 1863 as a member

of Company C, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. His

services were largely against the bushwhackers in

the state of Missouri and he w'as wounded in a

battle at Wi'son Creek. The troops traveled over-

land from St. Joseph, Missouri, to St. Louis, Mis-

souri, twice, and Mr. Holderness remained at the

front doing his full duty as a soldier until the

war was over when, with a creditable military

record, he returned home. He followed farming
in De Kalb countv for two years and went to Colo-

rado in 1867, driving overland the entire way. At

length he reached Denver where he remained ont

year, after whicli he returne<| to De Kalb and en-

gaged in farming.
In 1875, Mr. Holderness was married to Miss

Catherine Bray, who was born in Aurora, Illi-

nois, March 4, 1848. Her parents were natives of

Ireland and when young people became residents

of Aurora, where they were married. They lived

there until the father's death, which occurred in

1890. The mother still survives and is now living

witli Mrs. Holderness. By her marriage she had

seven children, four sons and three daughters.
Unto our subject and his wife have been born four

children : Grace M., who was born January 22,

1877, attended the De Kalb high school and is

now employed by the Central L'nion Telegraph

Company; Aline Bray, who was born September

27, 1885, and is the wife of John Yelte and lives

in Chicago; James T., born April 20, 1890, and

Clayton Lay, born September 12, 1893, who are

both at home.

ilr. Holderness supports the republican party
and has held the office of school director for sev-

eral terms. He is now desk sergeant on the police

force of De Kalb. He and his family attend the

Methodist Episcopal church and enjoy a pleasant
home at No. 147 Evans avenue, which he owns.

The family are much esteemed in the city where

they live, and Mr. Holderness has always stood for

public progress and improvement, giving his co-

operation in many movements and measures which

were intended for the public good.

lUllN JOH.XSON.

John Johnson, a veteran of the Civil war, was

born in Sweden, March 21,. 1820, and is now a

resident of Malta. For many years he carried on

general agricultural pursuits in De Kalb county

but for some time has lived retired, having justly

earned the rest which he is now enjoying. His

parents were John and Nellie Johnson, also natives

of Sweden, in which country they lived and died.

In his native land Mr. .Johnson of this review

was reared to manhood. He acquired a common-

school education and remained a resident of

Sweden until 1854, when he felt that he could
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bettor liis linaucial condition in the new world and

sailed for America, arriving in New Yorlc on the

lltli of August of that year. There he remained

for three months and in the fall of the same

year came to De Kalb county, settling in De Kalb

township. Here he worked for the Northwestern

Railroad Company until after the outbreak of thb

Civil war. He noted the progress of events, re-

alized that the war was to be no mere holiday

affair, and in August, 1862, offered his services to

the government, enrolling as a member of Com-

pany K, One Hundred and Fifth Illinois Volun-

teer Infantry. He served under Captain Austin

and Colonel Dustin and was with Sherman on the

celebrated march to the sea and in all of the im-

portant engagements of that campaign, servmg

faithfully until the cessation of hostilities, when

he was honorably discharged at Washington, D. C,
after the grand review in which he took part. He
had demonstrated his loyalty on many a southern

battlefield, never faltering in the performance of

any duty whether upon the lonely picket line or

upon the firing line.

Keturning to De Kalb county, Mr. Johnson

again entered the service of the Northwestern Rail-

way Company, with which he was connected for

ten years. During that time he carefully saved

his earnings and invested in eighty acres of land

which he improved as opportunity offered. In

1875 he took up his abode upon the farm, began

fencing and tilling the land, and for twenty years

he toiled in that way, bringing the fields under a

high state of cultivation and annually gathering
therefrom rich harvests. As the years passed by
he prospered in his undertakings and when he had

secured a handsome competence he put aside the

more active work of the farm in 1896 and removed

to Malta, where he purchased four lots and built

thereon a fine residence. At the age of eighty-seven

years he is now living retired and his former a-:;-

tivity and enterprise have enabled him in the eve-

ning of life to have around him many comforts and

luxuries. His son, C. 0. Johnson, is operating the

home farm in Malta township.

In the year 1866 Mr. Johnson was maj'ried to

Mrs. Mary Ann Johnson, the widow of Alexander

Johnson. She is a native of Norway, born Octo-

ber 3, 1840, and when twelve years of age accom-

panied her parents on their removal to De Kalb

county, Illinois, where her father died in March,

1855, her mother long surviving, passing away
October 8, 1890. By her first marriage Mrs.

Johnson had one child, who died soon after her

second marriage. By this union there are four

sons: C. 0., Louis, Frank and Amos. Louis has

purchased a farm of eighty acres in Milan town-

ship, where he now lives.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are members of the

Lutheran church and they were married by a min-

ister of that denomination in Chicago. Mr. John-

son is a member of the Grand Army post, JNo. 1<;4,

and has taken much delight in meeting with his

old army comrades and in recalling, around the

campfires, the scenes of an arduous military ex-

perience. Since 1865 he has drawn a pension in.

recognition of the aid which he rendered liis

adopted country. Wherever known he is respected

His worth is not a matter of pretense but is based

upon an upright, honorable character, and whether

as a soldier, a private citizen or a business man,
he has so lived that in his old age he receives tiie

veneration and re.spect which should ever be ac-

corded those of advanced years.

ALFRED WESTERBERG.

Sweden has furnished to De Kalb many of its

representative business men. A prominent lec-

turer has said, "Sweden is the home of the honest

man," and of this statement the historian is re-

minded in compiling the life records of many of

the Swedish-American residents of this city, who

are well known for their energy and reliability,

proving important factors in the business life of

the city. To this class belongs Alfred Westerberg,

who was born in Sweden, February SO, 18-49, and

is the survivor of the two children whose parents

were John and Anna (Saxtrom) Westeit)erg.

Fred, the deceased son, was a sea captain in the

English navy.

Alfred Westerberg was fifteen years of age when

he apprenticed himself to the machinist's trade.

He finished his apprenticeship in his native coun-

try and in 1868 came to the United States, landing

at Boston after a voyage of twelve days. He

made his way directly to Illinois and after two

days spent in Chicago proceeded to St. Louis>

Missouri. For two rears he lived somewhat of a
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roving life, visiting various lix-alities. He went

from St. Louis to Rock Island, thence to Memphis,

Tennessee, afterward returned to Rock Island and

later went to Wvoming. lie then again made his

way to Kock Island and on to St. Paul, Minnesota,

but once more returned to the city which he seemed

to regard more as his home. In 1870 he located

in Chicago and was employed as an enginwr in

the I'nion rolling mills. In lH7(j he came to

De Kalb, where he has since been located.

On his arrival here he sought and obtained em-

ployment in the barb wire mills of Jacob Haish.

His removal to De Kail) was occasioned by his

desire to get into a smaller town where he miglu
have a place in which to properly rear his two chil-

dren. He left a position which paid him from

one hundred dollars to one luindreil and thirty

dollars per month and began work in De Kalb at

a dollar and a half per day. II is start here was a

liumbk' one but after the introduction of mail.ines

in the manufacture of barb wire opportunity

opened up i)efore him and from that time on his

advancement has bcrn rapid. The first machines

were built by S. M. Stevens but these only proved
an initial step. Mr. WesterbergV mechanical

genius came into jilay and from tiiat time on all

of the improvements in the machinery in the

Haish shop have been made by him. The machines

have been built here in the shops and if there

has been any special machinery needed for a special

purpose he has been called upon to furnish the

same and within a short s))ace of time has done so.

For more than twenty years he has had charge of

the machine shop and is one of the expert me-

chanics of the western country.

-Mr. Westerberg was married in 1873 to Miss

Hulda Landstrom. a native of Sweden, who came

to the United States in lS(i9. By this marriage
there are nine children : Edward and AVilliam. who

are machinists of De Kalb: Frank, a machinist

and sculptor of Joliet, Illinois
;.
Hulda. the wife

of Wallace H. Hoskins. of New York city; Laura,

the wife of G. W. Cheney, of De Kalb; Fred, a

machinist of De Kalb: Laurence, who is employed
in the signal department of the Northwestern

Railway service in ^Yisconsin : and Anna and

Ethel, who are attending the high school.

ilr. Westerberg is a member of the Swedish

Lutheran church and a man of genuine personal

worth who holds strictly to high ideals in his rela-

tions with liis fellowmcii. His political allegiance

is given to the republican party. His success is

well merited because lionorablv won and liis name

is known in industrial circles in De Kalb as tiiat

of a reiireseiitative business man.

oe(ii((;e w. sowers.

George W. Sowers, a well known business man

and prominent citizen of Genoa, was born on the

!lth of .\pril, 18.58, in Genoa township, this count}',

and is a worthy representative of an old and

honored family. His father, Andrew J. Sowers,

vas a native of Indiana, born in Perrj'sville, Ver-

milion county, April 24, 1831, and was a son of

William Sowers, who was bom. reared and married

in I'enn.sylvania. On coming west the latter first

hxated in Imliana but in November, 1843, re-

moved to De Kalb county, Illinois, becoming one

of the first .settlers of Genoa township. Here

Andrew Sowers grew to nianhood and married

Miss .hidith Ann Hrown, whose father, Jeremiah

L. Hrown. who is mentioned elsewhere in this work,

was also a pioneer of this county. Throughout
his active business life Mr. Sowers followed farm-

ing, having purchased, in 1864, the land on which

his father settled in 1843, but just prior to his

death he removed to the village of Genoa, where

he pas.sed away on the 7th of September, 18"J3, at

the age of si.\ty-two years. His widow still sur-

vives him at the age of seventy-two years and

makes her home in Genoa. Si.x of their eight

children are living, the other two having died in

infancy.

George \V. Sowers passed his boyhood and youth

u|xjn the home farm and received a good practical

education, attending the Genoa high school for a

time. On arriving at man's estate he engaged in

the livery business in Sycamore, where he built a

barn on the site of the first courthouse, which he

tore down. I^ater he removed to Kimball, South

Dakota, where he engaged in the live-stock busi-

ness for a time, shipping stock to both Chicago and

Milwaukee. He subsequently turned his attention

to real estate, which business he continued after

his removal to Sioux City, Iowa, where he re-

mained until 18f).5 and then returned to Illinois.
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For seven years he made his home in Elgin,

where he continued to handle South Dakota land

and town property, and he is still engaged in the

real-estate business, having returned to Genoa
in 1902. He has bought and sold a large amount
of property in South Dakota and still owns about

two thousand acres of land in that state. He
often trades land for merchandise and is the owner

of the Eureka Hotel, which is the only hotel in

Genoa. He is a most enterprising business man
and he has met with well deserved success in his

undertakings.

On the 24th of August. 11IU4, Mr. Sowers was

married in Genoa to May L. Renn, who was born,

reared and educated here. By a former marriage
he has four children, namely : Nina V. ; Floyd A.,

who is now engaged in railroading ; Josephine ; and

Andrew M. Mr. Sowers is a stalwart republican,

but has never cared for the honors or emoluments

of public office, though he is a very progressive

and public-spirited citizen and takes a deep interest

ill public affairs.

IIEXI.'V Cb'OVES.

Henry Groves is now living a I'etired life, de-

riving his income from the safest of all invest-

rients—real estate. He is the owner of four hun-

dred and forty-four acres of valiuililc liiiiil in De

Kalb and Mayfield townsliips, De Kalb county,

and his possessions are proof of a life of well di-

recteil industry an<l jiidirinus use of his means.

He was born in Lincolnshire, England, May 27,

1863. His parents were also natives of that coun-

try. The father. James Groves, was born October

ll, 1811, and on attaining liis majoi'ity, wedded

Miss Susan Nelson whose Ijirth occurred March 26,

1824. They became the parents of ten children of

whom the subject of this review was the youngest.

Tlie father died ilarch 22, 1901, while the mother

survived him until September 25, 1904, both

passing away in England. An uncle of our sub-

ject, Thomas Nelson, came from England to De

Kalb county in 1834, being one of its first settlers,

for at that time, there were only two log cabins in

the entire county, one of which stood on the present

site of the city of De Kalb. He established his

home in the northern part of the county and re-

mained a resident of this portion of the .state

throughout his remaining days, his death being

occasioned by injuries sustained in a runaway on

November 1 and November 8, 1888. As a pioneer

settler he bore liis share in the work of early de-

velopment and improvement and well deserves

mention in the history of the county.

Henry Groves came to the United States in

1884, when but twenty-one years of age, arriving

in De Kalb on the 29th of June of that year. Since

that time he has been more or less actively iden-

tified with farming pursuits in De Kalb county.

He obtained his education in the common schools

of his native land and by reading and observation

has always kept a well informed man. As his

financial resources increased, he added to his prop-

erty until he is now the owner of four hundred

and forty-four acres in De Kalb county, part of

which is in Mayfield township and the remainder

in De Kalb township. He is the founder of Elec-

fi-ic park which is located a mile and a half from

Sycamore and is also owner of a fine base-ball

ground in the park, where are played the only Sun-

day games in the county, ilr. Groves has erected

a very attractive residence at the park, where he

is now living retired, renting all his land to

tenants. He has nine times crossed the water,

having visited England on four different occasions

since he first came to the new world.

On February 17, 1891, Mr. Groves was united in

marriage to Miss Eliza Gooch, who was born in

England, April 11, 1870. Her parents were also

natives of that country, having spent their entire

lives there. The father lived to be seventy-four

years of age and the mother is still living, at the

age of seventy-five years.

Unto Mr. and 'Sirs. Groves have been born seven

children : John Henry, who was born July 14,

1894; Dallas Olive, born September 1, 1896;

George I., born August 23, 1898; Clarence L.,

born October 23, 1900
;
Gertrude I., born Septem-

ber 23, 1902; Lester Elroy, born December 9.

1903
; Gladys Irline, born October 24, 1906. Of

this family, Gertrude I. died in infancy, and the

others are all living.

In Iiis political views Mr. Groves is a republican

having supported the party since he became a

naturalized citizen of America. He has never had

occasion to regret his determination to seek a

liome in the new world for hcie he found the busi-
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ni'ss o))jH>rtiiiiilies
wliicli Ir- sought and which he

has iinprovcil to good a<lvaiitage uutil he has risen

from a humble financial position to one of afflu-

ence. He possesses giKxl business ability and en-

terprise and as tiie years have passed he has so

labored that he is now al)le to enjoy a well earned

rest. He is a gi-ntlenian of genial and rordial ilis-

position and has made many friends in the county

where he has livi'il continuously since coming to

the I'nited States.

.loSKI'H S. WILTBERGER.

Joseph S. \Viltl)erger, who occupies a prominent

position in inilustrial circles in De Kalb, was born

in Muiifordvilli', Kentucky, on the 5th of .Jaa-

uiiry, 18-14, and loiated in De Kalb in 1SG2. His

parents were Josuph Warner and .Vmelia (Finlcy)

WilttRTger. Their eix children reached adult ago

but only two are now living. The brother of r)nr

subject, William H. Wiltberger. is n resident of

Waterman, this county.

The father was born in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-

vania, and for three years was an apprentice to u

mercantile business, being employed in a large

wholesale and importing house. He aft'Tward

enlisted for senice in the war of 1812 and when

hostilities had ceased returned to Philadelphia,

where bo engaged in business on his own account.

Siibsetiuently he engaged in business for binisi-if

at Munfordvillc, Kentucky, where he remained

until 184S. For a year or two thereafter he wis

in busineess in Chicago and next bought a farm

south of the cit>-. He afterward settled on a farm

eight miles south of De Kalb, where he lived until

l.is death in 1881. In politics he was a whig and

afterward a republican and in religious faith he

was an old school Presbyterian.

Joseph Samuel Wiltberger began life empty-

handed save for a small inberitauce he received

from his mother. He acquired his education in

the public scliools, being reared at the family home

in Chicago from his fourth year. After leaving

school he worked with his brothers on a farm

for two years and then went south for a year.

In early manhood lie began work at the carpenter's

trade and in 18G'.I he commenced the contracting

and building business on his own account in De

Kalb, where many substantial structures stand

as monuments to Ills skill and enterprise. He

lias also londucted a planing-inill for many years.

On the 4th of June, 1868, Mr. Wiltberger was

married in De Kalb to Miss Harriet Wilco.x, a

native of the state of New York and a daughter

of William Cordelia (Merritt) Wilco.x. The

children l)orn of this marriage are Louis Warner,

William Finlcy. Roy. Margaret C, Carl E., Grace

]>.. Hi'b-n M.. Laura L., Charles A., and James

Howard. Of this number Roy died in cbildliood

and Helen at the age of twelve years. Mr. Wilt-

berger is a member of the Modern Woodmen and

also of the Independent Order of Mutual Aid.

His wife and children are members of the Con-

gregational church. In politics he is a stalwart

republican and is recognized as one of the sub-

stantial citizens of De Kalb. He is note<l for

bis integrity and liis temperate habits and he and

his wife have many fine traits of character, which

l-.ave gained for them the warm regard of the

|teoplc of Dc Kalb.

.KiIIN IIKLSON.

John Helson, deceased, for many years an

honored resident of Sycamore, was l>oru on the

24tb of November, 181!i. in Plymouth, Devonshire,

Knglanil. and during liis boyhood and youth

worked upon a farm in his native country. At the

age of twenty-one he began working in the mines

of Cornwall and was thus <-mployed for nine

years or until his emigration to America.

Before leaving England, however. Mr. Helson

was married in Devon.sbire to Miss Elizabeth Jane,

a daughter of William and Catherine (Johns)

Jane. By this union eight children were born and

seven of the number are still living and with one

exception reside in De Kalb county. They are as

follows: George, who resides on a farm in Syca-

ijiore township: Mary, the wife of William W.

London, of Sycamore; John, who lives in Iowa;

Elizabeth, the widow of William Shiiey and a

resident of Sycamore: Louisa, the wife of William

Seaman, of Sycamore: Catherine, the wife of

Nicholas Johnson, of Sycamore: and Thomas,

who is engaged in the livery busines- in that city.
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Decidiug to try his fortune in the United States,

Mr. Kelson sailed from Plj-mouth, England, on

the 4th of AjDril, 18-18, and after a voyage of six

weeks and three days landed in Quebec, Canada,
whence he made his way to Erie, Pennsylvania,
and from there to Newcastle, that state, by way of

the old Pittsburg & Erie canal. He remained in

Newcastle until the sjjring of 1851, when, be-

lieving that he would have better business opi^or-

tunities in the growing west, he came to Illinois

and bought a farm of one hundred and fifty acres,

which was divided by the boundary line between

L)e Kalb and Kane counties, his home being in

Sycamore township. Leaving his family on the

farm he made his way to the copper mines of the

Lake Superior region, where he was employed for

five 3"ears. On the expiration of that period he

returned home and was afterward engaged in

farming, adding to his property until he had three

hundred acres of well improved land. In the fall

of 1870 he retired from agricultural pursuits and

removed to Sj'camore, where he made his home
until called to his final rest on the 1st of March,
1901. His wife had died June 22, 1896. Both

were faithful members of the j\Iethodist church

and were honored and respected by all wjio knew

them.

J. W. BUSBY.

J. W. Busby is a self-made man who, undaunted

by difficulties and obstacles which confronted him

at the outset of his career, has worked with per-

sistency of purpose and unfaltering energy until

he is now numbered among the substantial farmers

of De Kalb county. He is living retired from

active business life and now makes his home in

Malta. He was born in Lyons, Wayne cottnty. New
York, July ", 1865, a son of George and Frances

Busby, who were, natives of England and came to

the United States in 1863. They first settled in

Lyons, Wayne county. New York, where the father

followed farming for twelve years and in 1875

he removed to De Kalb county, Illinois, working

by the month for six years in De Kalb and Malta

townships. He then rented a farm and, taking up
his abode thereon, he began the further develop-

ment and cultivation of the fields, carefully and

successfully conducting the business until his

death, which occurred in 1888. His wife had

passed away in the previous year. In their family
were ten children, seven sons and three daughters.

J. W. Busby was reared to the occupation of

farming. He has spent his life since 1875 in De
Kalb county and when but a boy began assisting

his father in the work of the farm, doing more and

more of the labor of the fields as his age and

strength increased. At an early age he was cast

upon his own resources, but his willing hands and

active brain enabled him to overthrow all tiie

difficulties and obstacles in his path. His future

was bright with hope and on the very threshold

of life he fonned a firm resolution to win success

by virtue of those inherent and intrinsic qualities

which are in his nature and which are wholly in-

compatible with failure. Unfaltering diligence
has been the foundation upon which he has

builded his prosperity and he has gained the con-

fidence of all who know him by reason of methods
which neither seek nor require disguise.

On the 25th of January, 18SS, Mr. Busby was

married to Miss Mary Keast, who was born in De
Kalb county and is a daughter of Amos Keast, a

farmer of Malta township, who owned three hun-

dred and three acres or valuable farm land. He
was born in England, tame to the United States

when a young man and, locating , upon a farm,
continued to engage in agricultural pursuits until

his death, which occurred in 1885.

Following his marriage Mr. Busljy first rented

land for two years and, living economically and

frugally, he saved a sum sufficient to enable him
to purchase one hundred and sixty acres ujion
which he now resides. He has developed this into

a splendid property which yields to him a good an-

nual income. He also owns six hundred and forty
acres of land in Canada which is tillable and well

improved. On the 1st of March. 1907, he retired

from active farming and removed to the village

of Malta, having rented his land. His income

from the rental will be sufficient to enable liim to

enjoy all of the comforts and some of the luxuries

"of life without recourse to further labor save the

supei-vision which he gives to his business.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Busby have been born two

children: Percy W., September 16, 1892; and

E'stella F., April .3, 1900. Mr. Busby is a mem-
ber of the Modern Woodmen camp. No. 217, and >^
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Mystic Workers. Xo. 42, Imtli of the village of

Malta. He and hi.s wife support and attend the

Methodist Epi.seopa! church. Mr. Busbv is a re-

publican in politics and has held the oHke of as-

sessor for five years, heinp still the incumbent.

He is now a menilKT of the township board of

health, and was also collector for a year. Those

who know him recognize his many gooil qualities

and give him their friendship, and he has a wide

acquaintance in Malta and throughout the sur-

rounding <lislrict.

ISAAC AI{N(»I.I>.

jMiiic .Vmiilii. Iivitiu' "11 11 liinii 111! Miimn 20.

Victor township, has |>rospered in his undertakings

and now owns and conducts the Cedar Lawn stock

farm, devoted to the raising of cereals and the

hrce<ling of pure Idoodt-d shorthorn cattle and

Chester white hogs. The farm comprises one

himdri'il and sixty acres of cultivated land about

fo\ir miles north >>( Ix-land and everything about

the place is indicative of the careful supervision

of the practical owner.

Mr. Arnold was Ixirn in Victor township, .Tune

11, 18G2, his parents being John and Jane (Pal-

mer) Arnold, both natives of Lincolnshire. ling-

land, the former born December 11, 1823, and the

latter on the 29th of January, 1825. They emi-

grated to the new world in 1851, settling in the.

state of New York, and after about a year came

to Illinois, taking up their abode in Kane county.

Mr. Arnold worked at Batavia until 1858, when he

removed to Victor township, purchasing land near

the southern line of the county. He commenced

with only eighty acres, which he cleared and im-

proved, but subsequently sold that property and

bought the farm where his son Isaac now resides.

He owned several different tracts of land and be-

came a prosperous farmer, owning land in Iowa

as well as in Illinois. His last days were spent in

the village of Leland, where he died March 12.

1903. his wife surviving him only until the 20th

of April following.

Isaac Arnold was one in a family of ten sons

and three daiighters, of whom six .eons are yet

living. He was reared to manhood on the old

home place which his father improved, erecting

the building thereun. He continued to assist his

father until he attained his majority and in the

common schools of the neighljorhood acquired a

fair English education. On the ITth of October,

1888. Mr. Arnold was married to J[i.<8 Ella -M.

P>arnes. who was born and reared in Iceland, .-i

daughter of Thomas Barnes, a native of England,
who came to the new world when a lad of eleven

years. He was reared in La Salle county. For a

considerable period he was a farmer and i>usiness

iiian and served as juistmaster of Leland. I'"iillowing

his marriage i[r. .\mold took his bride to the old

home place and became the owner of the tract of

land uj)on which he now lives. He has fenced the

fields, remodeled the barn ami poult rv house, has

built a hay shed and has otherwise improved the

projK'rty. He has iK-en raising good aUtck and

for a number of years has raised pure blooded

shorthorn cattle and registered st/ick. He is also

now raising Chester white hogs and feeds, fattens

and ships both cattle and hogs.
ITnto Mr. and Mrs. Arnold have l)ecn born

three children: Hazel B., Ethel and Margaret
Ella. The parents attend the different churches

and are highly esteemed people of the community,

enjoying the warm regard of many friends. Mr.

.\rnold is a member of the Masonic lodge and also

of the ifodern Woodman camp at Iceland. In

politics he is a stanch republican but has never

sought or desired office. He is one of the trustees

of the Victor Township Mutual Fire Insurance

Company and is now serving as president of the

district school board, in which connection he has

done good service for the interest of the public
schools. He and his wife have been residents of

this part of the county nearly their entire lives so

that they have a wide acquaintance here and the

many sterling trait,* of character which thev have

displayed have gained for them an enviable place
in public regard.

MATHIAS AULT.

Mathias .\ult, a retired farmer now making his

home in Kirkland. where he owns an interest in

the bank of M. .\ult & Son. is classed among the

pioneer settlers of De Kalb county, owning a fine

farm of two hundred acres in Mavfield townshin.
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Mr. Ault was bom in Lycoming county, Penn-

sylvania, April 26, 1827. His parental grand-

father, who also bore the name of Mathias Ault,

was a soldier of the Eevolutionary war and reared

his family in the Keystone state, where he was

engaged in milling pursuits. The father, Samuel

Ault, was reared in his native state, Pennsyl-

vania, and was there engaged with his father in

the milling business. Upon reaching man's estate

he was married in the east to Miss Catherine

Page, likewise a native of Pennsylvania. Abaa-

doning his operations as a miller in 1847, the

father then located upon a farm, where he made

his home until 18.50, when, attracted by the

broader business opportunities of the new and

rapidly developing west, he made his way by team

to Illinois, settling on a farm near Elgin in Kane

county. In 1854 he continued his journey to De

Kalb county, where he carried on farming pur-

suits, having purchased a tract of land here. He

died on his farm, November 16, 1868, while his

Tvife had preceded him to the home beyond, her

death having occurred in 1866.

Mathias Ault pursued his education in the com-

mon schools of his native county and there re-

mained with his father until he was twenty-

three years of age, when, in 1850, he accom-

panied his parents on their removal to the west.

He continued to reside with his parents for a few

years subsequent to their arrival in this state, and

in 1856 iDurchased a farm in Mayfield township,

first having a tract of forty acres. He added to

his original holdings from time to time until he

became the owner of two hundred acres of land,

which he placed under a high state of cultiva-

tion, and he also improved the place with a good

residence and substantial outbuildings. He car-

ried on the work of the farm for many years,

each year harvesting rich and abundant crops as

a reward for the care and labor which he had

bestowed upon the fields, and he thus became

a prosperous and well-to-do man. In 1901 he

left the farm and removed to Kirkland, where ho

has since made his home, and he is here conduct-

ing a bank ,in partnership with his son, the busi-

ness being carried on under the firm style of

M. Ault & Son, the latter acting as cashier and

manager.
Mr. Ault was married in Wisconsin, in Sep-

tember. 1858. to Miss Sarah Gross, a native of

Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, and a daughter
of George Gross, who was born in Northampton

county, that state, and was there married to Mary

Keithline, a native of Sussex county. New Jersey.

Mr. and Mrs. Ault have four children who are

living, while they lost one daughter, Amelia, who

died at the age of two years. Those who survive

are: William Irvin, a farmer of Mayfield town-

ship, who is married and has four children, Fred,

Bessie, Nellie and Marion; Frank S., who is

operating the old homestead farm; George W.,

who is interested with his father in the banking

business, and whose sketch appears below
;
and

Mary C, the wife of Elias Woodbury, a traveling

salesman.

Although reared in the faith of the democratic

party, Mr. Ault has for the past forty years been

an adlierent of republican principles, casting his

ballot in 1856 for Fremont, while his first presi-

dential ballot was cast for Zachary Taylor. He

is a believer in good schools and the employment
of competent teachers, and for several years he

served as a member of the school board. Mrs.

Ault is a member of the Methodist Episcop-il

church, in the work of which she takes an active

and helpful interest, while she is also identified

with several auxiliary societies. Mr. Ault has

been a resident of Illinois for fifty-six years and

during the greater part of that period has been

actively engaged in agricultural pursuits, having

developed and improved two good farms, while

for the past five years he has been identified with

the business interests of Kirkland, where he is

well known for his reliability and straightforward

business methods, thereby gaining the confidence

and good will of all with whom he has come 'n

contact either in a business or social way.

GEORGE W. AULT.

George W. Ault is a native son of De Kalb

county, his birth having occurred on his father's

farm in Mayfield township. He was reared by

his father, Matliias Ault, to the occupation of

farming, assisting in the work of the fields during

the summer seasons, while during the winter

months he pursued his studies in the common

and high schools. Upon starting out upon his
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own accouut he came to Kirklaud, accepting a

position as assistant cashier with tlie banking firm

of French & Lowery, which position he held until

purchasing a half interest in the Bank of Kirk-

land. He now owns a half interest with his father

in said bank, of which he is now acting as cashier

and manager. They do a general banking busi-

ness and adhere to strict and honorable methods

in tlie conduct of their business affairs. In addi-

tion to owning a half interest in the bank, Mr.

Ault is likewise the owner of line farming land

near this city, his possessions being divided into

three farms, while he also owns an interest in

a fourth, having altogetlier six hundred and

eighty-four acres. lie is a man of excellent busi-

ness ability, carrying on hie interests systemati-

cally and methodically and is numliered among
the foremost financiers of I)e Kalb county.

Politically he is a republican and for several

years acted as treasurer of his village. Having

spent his entire life in this county he is well known

in business and financial circles and his success

has come to him through close application and

unfaltering industry and perseverance.

CALEB W. MUZZEY.

Caleb \V. iluzzcy, who is engaged in teaming

in De Kalb, was born July 22, 1833, in Erie

county, New York, his parents being Benjamin F.

and Susan (Richerson) Muzzey. His father was

bom in the state of Vermont in 1804 and came

to Illinois in 1840, settling in Kane county upon

a farm which he cultivated until his removal to

Afton township, Dc Kalb county. There he car-

ried on general agricultural pursuits until the

outbreak of the Ci\'il war, when he offered his

service to tlie government, enlisting in the Sixty-

fifty Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He then went

to the front aiding in the defense of the Union,

and upon his return to De Kalb, at tlie expiration

of his term of service, he took up general work.

His death occurred in 1887.

Caleb W. Muzzey is indebted to the public

schools for his education. With his parents he

came to this state in his youth and through the

period of his minority he was largely employed
at work bv the month. On the 13th of Mav.

1857, lie was united in marnagc to Miss Pliebe

X. Downing, a resident of Erie, New York, and

as the years passed children were added to the

familv to the number of eight, as follows: Ben-

jamin and Nancy, both now deceased; Alice, the

wife of C. F. Hunt, of Dc Kalb; Charles, de-

cea.'^ed : Frank, who is living in LaGrange, Illi-

nois; Emma G.. the wife of (ieorge C. Morris, of

Dixon; Orlo, of De Kail); and George, at home.

Following his marriage Mr. Muzzey engaged in

farming in this county until 18Ci), when he went

to Iowa, where he carried on general agricultural

pursuits until 1882. He then returned to this

state, settling in the city of De Kalb, where he

has since lived. The only interruption to his

active business life came through his service in

the Civil war. He was a member of the Fifty-

(iftb Illinois Volunteer Infantry, enlisting at De

Kalb in 18G1. He took jiart in the battle of

Island No. 10, Larkins Landing, Shiloh, Corinth

and Vicksburg, and was honorably discharged on

the 25th of August, ISG"), having served for nearly

four years and taken part in forty battles, skirm-

ishes and ditferent engagements. He was indeed

a most brave and loyal soldier, never faltering

in his allegiance to the old flag and the cause it

rcjiresented, bearing with fortitude the hardships

and privations of military life and standing as a

most stalwart advocate of the cause which he

espou.sed. Mr. Muzzey is a member of Merritt

Simonds post, G. A. B., of De Kalb, in which he

has filled all of the offices, and he takes great

delight in recalling with his army comrades the

scenes which occurred on the battle-fields. His

political allegiance has always been given to the

republican party and in matters of citizenship he

is today as true and loyal as when he followed

the old flag upon southern battle-fields.

EDtiAl! STEVENS.

Edgar Stevens, shipping clerk for the Bradt &

Shipman Glove factory of De Kalb is a native of

Cayuga county. New York, born August 4, ]8fi2.

His parents were Edgar and Charlotte A. (Plin-

ney) Stevens. The father died in early manhood,

his death occurring a week prior to the birth of

his son Edgar. The other child of the familv, a
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daughter, Carrie, is now deceased. Edgar Stevens

was reared at home under his mothers care, living

with relatives for three months at Waterman ana

then purchasing property in De Kalb, after which

she removed to her new home. It was here her

son was reared and acquired his education in at-

tendance at the public schools. As early as his

fourteenth year be became a wage earner and for

some ten years was variously employed. He then

accepted a position with Bradt & Shipman in

their glove raan\ifactory. and for the past twenty

years has sen-ed thein in various capacities. His

fidelity, honesty and close application were recog-

nized and rewarded by promotion as opportunity

offered and in 1898 he wa.s promoted to the respon-

sible position of shipping clerk, in which capacity

he has since been retained, capably discharging the

duties that devolve upim him in this connection.

No higher testimonial of his capability and trust-

worthiness could be given than the stateriient of

the fact that he has been with; one house for

twenty years and that he has been advanced from

time to time to positions of greater: re.spQnsibility

and importance. '-"":' :'.'-^,

On the 2.5th of June, 1887, Mr. Stevens was

united in marriage to :\Iiss Hattie ilay Seaman, a

daughter of Henry Seaman, of De Kalb, now de-

ceased. Four children grace this marriage:

Howard E., Helen L., Henry and John H. Mr.

Stevens is a member of Columbus Tent, Xo. -57.

Knights of the Maccabees. His political support

is given the republican party, and, while he feels

a deep interest in the vital questions and issues of

the day, as every true American citizen should do,

he is without aspiration for office. He has always

concentrated his time and energies upon his busi-

ness duties, and whatever success he has achieved

and enjoyed is due entirely to his own efforts. He

has spent his entire life, from the age of nine years,

in De Kalb and is widely and favorably known

here.

CHARLES FOWLER SMITH.

In commercial and manufacturing circles in De

Kalb the name of Charles Fowler Smith is well

known. A business man of enterprise and deter-

mination his ready recognition and improvement

of opportunities has gained him a place among

those men who are the real founders and up-

builders of a city by reason of their business

activity and diligence, promoting the public good

while advancing individual success. Mr. Smith is,

moreover, well known as one of the native resi-

dents of De Kalb, born on the 9th of December,

1866. He is the youngest of a family of four

children, whose parents were Franklin W. and

Sarah Elizabeth (Fowler) Smith, both of whom

were natives of the Empire state. The father was

a retail lumber merchant. Two of the children are

now deceased.

At the usual age Charles Fowler Smith began his

education in the public schools of De Kalb, passing

through successive grades until he had largely mas-

tered the branches of learning therein taught. He

had no special assistance at the outset of his

business life but has worked his way upward

through close application and determined purpose.

He entered the field of business activity as a clerk,

which position he held for a few years, and then

purchased his present business, which he has car-

ried on continuously since. He has constantly

enlarged the scope of his labors and is today con-

ducting one of the leading commercial concerns

of the city, being proprietor of a hardware and

furniture store. He carries a large stock of goods

in both lines and has* a liberal patronage, which he

has won through honorable business "methods and

earnest desire to please his customers. He is also

the owner of a number of houses and lots in De

Kail), having thus placed a part of his means in

the safest of all investments—real estate—and he

is likewise connected with manufacturing hard-

ware specialties.
He is also one of the directors

of the Commercial Trust & Savings Bank of De

Kalb. His wise counsel and keen discernment

have been influential factors in the successful con-

trol of various business interests and his labors

have been of material benefit to the city as well as

a source of gratifying profit.

Mr. Smith was married in De Kalb, October 9,

1889, to Miss Eva Carter, who was born in this

city, March 12, 1866, a daughter of Orlando and

Huldah (White) Carter, whose family numbered

seven children, Mrs. Smith being the fourth in

order of birth. By her marriage she has become

the mother of a daughter and son: Catherine

Elizabeth, born April 4, 189.5 ;
and Franklin Or-

lando, born February 4, 1898.
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Mr. Smith gives his political support to the

republican party but has never sought or desired

office, preferriflg to give his undivided time and

attention to his business interests, in which he has

met with signal success. He and his family belong
to the Baptist church and are prominent socially in

l>e Xalb, where they have an extensive circle of

iriends. Jlr. Smith's life record is a splendid

example of what may be accomplished by unfalter-

ing perseverance and ready adaptation of conui-

lions to the possibilities of trade interests and

unabaling energy, supplemented by sound judg-
ment. The great majority or successful business

men are tiicy who have planned their own advance-

ment and have accomplished it in spite of ob-

>taclcs, difllcultics and environments. Such has

been the record of Mr. Smitii, who is today one

f the leading representatives of trade interests in

De Kalb, his course exciting the admiration of his

.i>sociates and winning him the respect of all who
know him.

FR.\NK D. LOWM.\N.

Frank D. Lowman, editor and proprietor of the

Sandwich Free Press. Sandwnch. Illinois, was

born in Somonauk, De Kalb county. Illinois,

March 22, ISfifi. and is the son of John and

Melissa (Davis) Lowman, the former a native of

Pennsylvania and the latter of New York. John

TiOwnnan was a tinner by trade, having served his

apprenticeship at Harrisburg and at Pittsburg,

Pennsylvania. He was born in Harrisburg, Penn-

sylvania. December 1, 1826. His father, the

grandfather of our subject, died when he was

but nine years of age. and he was then thrown

on his own resources. In 18.5.5 he came west, locat-

ing first in Ottawa, Hlinois, where he remained

some five years and then moved to Somonauk,
where he resided until his death, October 10. 1S97.

He married Melissa Davis at Little Rock, Kendall

county, April SG, 1865. His widow is yet living,

an honored resident of Sandwich. She is a mem-
ber of the Congregational" church. Her parents.

Joshua and Mahala Davis, both died at Somanauk,
the former August 17, 1899. and the latter No-

vember 2, 1906. having each reached an advanced

ase. Thev came to Illinois in the '50s. and here

the father engaged in farming until retiring in

1896. To John and Melissa Lowman four chil-

dren were born, of whom our subject is the eld-

est. The others are: Clara, wife of A. F. Kes-

termeier, of South Chicago, where he is engaged
in running a department store; Katherine, the

wife of W. M. Hay, circuit clerk and recorder

of De Kalb county; and John Earl.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the

Somonauk high school, after which he entered

the office of the Suinoiiaitk Reveille to learn the

printing trade, and there continued for four

years. He then worked in printing offices in

Sandwich for a time and later was editor of the

Kendall County Ncus at Piano for three years.
He bought the Free Press of Sandwich, February

14, 1898, and has since been its editor and pro-

prietor. The Free Press is one of the best local

papers in northern Illinois and has gained a large

circulation and is a popular and model paper. It

is published weekly and -presents a neat and at-

tractive appearance, and the ofiBce from which it

is issued is well equipped for job printing of every
k-ind.

Fraternally Mr. I>owman is a member of the

Masonic order and Kniglits of Pythias, and politi-

cally he is a republican, being secretary of the

De Kalb county central committee, taking great
i!iterest in political affairs. He is a man of good
business qualifications and has a practical Knowl-

edge of every detail of his business. He is a man
of fine physique, of a genial and general nature,

patriotic and public-spirited.

JOHN WILLISTON COOK.

John Williston Cook, president of the North-

ern Illinois State Normal School at De Kalb, wa.^

horn in Oneida county. New Y''ork, April 20, 1844.

At the age of seven he came with his parents to

Illinois. They settled on a farm in McLean

county and when he was nine years old they moved
to the village of Kappa. Here he spent the rest

of his boyhood and youth, much as the other boys
of the village. He attended school, clerked in a

store and assisted his father, who was station

agent of the railway company. For two years l.e

farmed on his own account. Ai eighteen Mr.
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Cook entered the Illinois State Normal University

at Normal as a student. Pie graduated in 1865

and was employed as principal of schools at Brim-

field, Peoria county, Illinois. The following year
he was called to take charge of the new grammar
school at Normal, which had just been estab-

lished in connection with the Normal School. In

1868 he was appointed to supply a temporary

vacancy in the Normal School faculty, and the

following year he was permanently employed to

take charge of the work in reading. In 1876

he was ajjpointed to the chair of mathematics and

physics, which position he held till 1890, when

he was made president of the institution. Nine

years later he accepted the presidency of the

Northern Illinois State Normal School at De Kaib,

which position he still holds.

From the above chronological outline it will be

seen that Mr. Cook is fundamentally a normal

school man. Coming to the institution in youth,

he responded readily to its high standard of schol-

arship and in turn has materially helped to raise

that standard as professor and president. Mr.

Cook stands as a constant refutation to the un-

warranted wholesale charge that normal schools

dabble a little in pedagogy and in "Jim-crack"

methods of subjects about which they know but

little. Those who have had the good fortune to

be members of his classes know how great demands

he makes upon definite knowledge. As a teacher

he is imsurpassed. Each recitation has its defi-

nite aim and he drives straight toward it. There

is no side stepping. His thorough comprehen-

sion of the whole subject enables him to corre-

late the separate lessons into one organic whole.

His work not only relates to life, it is life, for

Mr. Cook is more than a clever manipulator of

pedagogical devices to ailvaiuo liis students in

knowledge of things. He is all the time search-

ing and setting his students to search, for the

fundamental meaning of things. In other words,

he is a philosopher. He has a very wholesome

optimistic "view of the world" and in this lies

the secret of his power of inspiration.

But Mr. Cook's achievements are not confined

v/ithin the walls of the normal school. Fully to

understand his great capacity for hard work, his

natural ability, and his general open-mindedness,

what he has done over and beyond clmibing to the

top of the normal school ladder, must be takf^n

into account. He early trained himself in public

speaking, and he was soon in demand as a lec-

turer. This demand has so increased that he is

able to supply only a small part of it. He edited

and published Illinois school journals for more

than six years. Instead of taking a vacation in

the summer he taught in teachers' institutes, and

so helped to recruit students for the Normal

School. He was generally sent to Springfield to

set forth the needs of the Normal School before

the legislative committee on appropriations. He

always kept in close touch with business men and

the business interests of the community in which

he lived. He found time to go regularly to church

and to sing in the choir. He did not neglect the

social life of the community. And as a matter

of course, he was always an attendant and -.ui

active participant at all important educational

gatherings. While this does not cover all the

ground of his interests, yet it serves to show how

wide the range is.

But Mr. Cook is more than an intellectual

dynamo. He knows how to be gracious, kind,

lovable. Constantly dealing with young people

has furnished him ample opportunity for the cul-

tivation of these qualities. Many a student would

have been unable to pursue his course of study

but for his generous help.

Mr. Cook is very ambitious for the best. His

motto might well be, "Only the best is good

enough." When he had risen to the presidency

of Normal School at Normal, one of the best

schools in the United States, he might have settled

down and left well enough alone. But he saw

in the new Normal School at De Kalb a fins

opportunity to build a normal school according to

his own ideals, entirely untrammeled by tradition.

He was given a free hand in all matters educa-

tional by the lioard of trustees and he is working

out the normal school problem in a way that com-

mands the attention of educators the world over.

GAPDNEP W. THOMPSON.

Gardner W. Thompson, a farmer residing on

section 30, Paw Paw township, where he is suc-

cessfully engaged in the work of tilling the soil

and cultivating crops, was a son of Isaac and
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Marie (Wilcox) Thompson. His father was bom
in the Wvmiiinp vallt-v n{ Pennsylvania in 1T96.

while the mother's l)irth oicurrcd in Dutchess

county, New York, in 1799. They were married

in 1818 and unto this union were bom fifteen

children: Matilda. Jane, Alva, Grandle, David.

Almon, Ezekiel, Isaac Henry, John. Frank,

fieorpe. Elizabeth. Rhoda and Gardner. The sub-

ject of this review is the younfrest of the family.

The parents spent their active lives in Pennsyl-

vania and retiring from business in 18(56. Isaac

'J'honipson and his wife eanie to Illinois to live

v.'ith their son Gardner, who was then located in

Alto township. IjOc county. Isaac Thompson east

his first presidential vote for John Quincy Adams

and his last for Major William McKinley. He
was a member of the Methodist Epi.scopal ehureh

for eighty-two years and lived a life in consis-

tent harmony with his professions. He was Sun-

day school superintendent for twenty-five consecu-

tive years and did much for the growth and devel-

opment of the church. He died in 1900 at the

age of one hundred and four years, while his wife

passed away in 1885.

Gardner W. Thompson of this review was born

July 11. ISn. in the Wyoming valley of Penn-

sylvania, and was educated in the select schools

of Pittston. Pennsylvania. \Mien twenty-four

years of age he sought a home in the middle west

and came to Alto township. Lee county, Illinois,

where he bought one hundred and sixty acres of

land. He later purchased eighty acres more ad-

joining and remained upon this farm for forty

j-ears. On the expiration of that period he moved

across the line into Paw Paw township, De Kalb

county, where he has since made his home, and

he now owns and operates two hundred and sixty

acres, which is a well developed tract brought
under a high state of cultivation by his care, labor

and supervision.

On the 26th of April. 18T3. Mr. Thompson
was united in marriage to Miss Mary E. Howell,

a daughter of William and Sarah Howell, early

pioneer settlers of Lee county. Mr. and Mrs.

Thompson are most highly esteemed people and

hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal

church at Steward. Illinois. He belongs to the

Modern Woodmen camp at that place and in busi-

ness, social, fraternal and political relations 's

much esteemed for his genuine worth. He cast

his first presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln

and has since supported the republican party.

While in Lee county he held the oflfice of super-

visor for fifteen years and he has also served as

assessor, school trustee and justice of the peace,

discharging the duties of all of these positions

with fairness, promptness and capability.

THOMAS STEIMIKN MIlMiAY.

Thomas Stephen Murray, eiiief of the De Kall>

fire department, was born in Chicago on the 14th

of October, 1878. and is one of five children whose

parents were Patrick and Eliza B. (Donovan)

Murray. The father is a native of County Mayo,

Ireland, born about 1844 or 1845. While siill a

small lad he came lo the United States with his

father. Patrick Murray. Sr., and one brother,

Michael Murray, the mother following later. The

family iiome was established in Columbus. Ohio,

but after a brief period they removed to Hatavia,

Illiniiis. and thence came to De Kalb county, set-

tling in .Vflon townsliiji. where Patrick Murray,

Sr.. purchased a prairie farm frmn the original

settler. There he resided until within five or six

years of iiis death, when he rented his land and

removed to the city of De Kalb. where his remain-

ing days were passed in the enjoyment of a well

earned rest.

Patrick Murray, father of our subject, was

reared under the parental roof and became one of

the early settlers of this county. At the time of

the Civil war he offered his services to the govern-

ment, enlisting in an Illinois regiment, but on ac-

count of his youth his father caused him to return

home. Later, however, he ran away and joined

an Ohio regiment at Cincinnati. He was in the

service for two years before his parents learned of

his whereabouts, and at Vick.sburg he was wounded

from the explosion of artillery in the intrench-

ments there. Subsequently be was captured and

incarcerated in the Santa Rose prison. After the

close of the Civil war he enlisted in the regular

army, serving for three years and then returned

home to De Kalb. After a brief period he was

married and removed to Chicago, where he secured

employment in the city dock department. His

strenuous and arduous service in the army, how-
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ever, had undermined his health and from the ef-

fects of his military experience he died in 1884.

His wife, Mrs. Eliza B. Murray, was born in the

city of Cork, Ireland, in 1852, and during her

infancy was brought to the United States by her

mother, who located in Connecticut. Later the

family removed to Virginia and eventually to

Batavia, Illinois. The removal from Virginia
was occasioned by the deep feeling aroused in Mrs.

Donovan by witnessing a sale of slaves in Lisburg,

whei'e the children were torn from the mother's

arms and sold to different masters. Mrs. Donovan

could not stand the sight and the family imme-

diately prepared for removal to a district where

human beings were not held in bondage. The

grandfather Donovan and two sons were black-

smiths. The two sons had preceded the parents

to Batavia, Illinois, and later the father, mother

and younger children followed. Soon afterward

Mr. Donovan, grandfather of our subject, passed

away, his death occurring in 1859. His daughter,

Mrs. Murray, is still living and resides with her

family in De Kalb. She had five chilclren: Agnes,
the wife of Thomas Clark, of De Kalb; William

Eichard, now deceased; Thomas S., of this review;

John Francis and Anna Laura, both at home. The

latter, however, is a student in the Normal School.

Thomas S. Murray was reared under the

parental roof and was a student in the public

schools of De Kalb imtil he reached the age of

fifteen years, when he entered business life as an

employe in the office of the De Kalb Eeview. A

printing office has been aptly termed the poor

man's college. At all events it was an excellent

training school for Mr. Murray, who largely sup-

plemented his education by wide and varied as

well as practical knowledge during his three years'

connection with the Eeview office. He afterward

worked in the Chronicle office for a year and later

spent some time in the cooperage shop of Eeable

Brothers in De Kalb.

The military spirit burned brightly within him,

however, and when this country became involved

with Spain over the Cuban question he enlisted

on the 3d of June, 1898, as a member of Company

M, Third Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He went

with General Miles on the expedition to Porto

Eico and was mustered out with his regiment on

the 19th of January, 1899. Immediately after-

ward, however, the regiment was re-organized as

a state militia regiment and Mr. Murray was

elected and commissioned first lieutenant of Com-

pany A, Third Illinois National Guard. On the

expiration of iiis three years' term in that rank

he was recommissioned first lieutenant and three

months later, on the death of the captain, he was

chosen to fill the vacant position. He served m
that capacity for three years, being the youngest

captain in the regiment and one of the youngest
in the state. Prior to the war with Spain he had

been commissioned first lieutenant of Company H
of the Sons of Veterans Provisional Eegiment, hav-

ing been one of the organizers of the company.
In 1905 he resigned his position in military cir-

cles, for his dvities as commander of the company

occupied too much of his time. Notwithstanding
the fact that he loved a military life and was un-

usually well qualified for leadership he refused a

position on tlie staff, the office of major being

tendered him, and withdrew in favor of a friend.

In 1904, when the paid fire department was es-

tablished at De Kalb, Mr. Murray was selected as

its chief, which position he has since filled. His

qualities of leadership are here again manifest and

he has proven a most capable officer in the position

which he is now filling. He belongs to De Kalb

lodge. No. 215, K. P. ; to De Kalb camp, No. 69,

Sims of Veterans ; to William H. O'Neil camp. No.

83, Spanish War Veterans; and to De Kalb camp
of the Modern Woodmen. He is a democrat m nis

political allegiance and is regarded as one of De
Kalb county's leading and representative young
men. popular with a large circle of friends and

warmly esteemed by all with whom he has been

brought in contact.

GIEAED HAMMOND.

An excellent farm of one hundred and sixty

acres, all under a high state of cultivation, is the

property of Girard Hammond, of De Kalb town-

ship. He is a son of A. P. and Malena (Howe)

Hammond, who were natives of Monroe county,

New York, the former of English and the latter

of Scotch descent. The father was born in 1830

and the mother in 1832. She died, however, when

her son Girard was only four years of age. At

the outbreak of the Civil war the father offered
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his services to the government in defense of tlie

old flag, enlisting in the Thirtj'-first Indiana In-

fantry, wjth which he served faithfully for three

years. He then re-enlisted and was honorably dis-

charged in 1865 after hostilities had been brought

to a close. He was indeed a loyal soldier, faithful

to every duty that devolved upon him, and he

never faltered when on the firing line or on the

lonely picket lino.

Girard Hammond was born in Penfield, New

York, in 1855, and there remained until seven

years of age, when he went to Indiana, living with

an aunt until ten years of age. From that time

forward he has depended upon his own resources.

He has indeed been the architect and builder of

liis own fortune.* and he deserves much credit for

what he has accomplished.

On the 24th of June. 1880, Mr Hammond was

united in marriage to Miss Hattie A. Mc(jee, a

resident of Macon county, Illinois, and unto them

have been born six children: Edna, James, Al-

bert, Jennie B., Jessie, Jerome and Helen.

Following his marriage Mr. Hammond engaged

in the manufacture of tile at I.a Harpo. Illinois.

where he remained for three years, when he bought

a dray line in Macon and continued in that busi-

ness for two years. He was afterward in the liv-

ery business at Blue Mound, Illinois, and subse-

quently came to De Kalb county, where he turned

his attention to farming, purchasing one hundred

and sixty acres of land in De Kalb township,

wliich he still operates. He also rents and oper-

ates another farm of two hundred and twelve acres.

It is all tillable land, well improved, and he an-

nually harvests good crops. He is practical in all

of his farm methods and uses the latest improved

machinery in carrying on the work.

Mr. Hammond has always voted the republican

ticket but has not been active in political circles.

He has, however, served as school director for eight

years. He and his wife are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church of De Kalb and for the

past four years Mr. Hammond has been a trustee

thereof. He has belonged to the Masonic fra-

ternity for twenty years and his membership is

now in De Kalb lodge, while he is also connected

with the Court of Honor at Cortland.
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Fahs. James .\ 493

Farley, John 358

Farley. Lawrence 370

Faxon. C. G 148

Fay. E. H 114

Finley, F. E 251

Firkins. N. M 423

Fisk. A. W 344

Foster. J. D 397

Foy & Stcricker 283

Fulkerson, D. E 231

Fuller, C. M. .' 325

Fulton, W. J 56t

Gammon. F. E 357

Garner. C. W 44C

Giddings. H. C 562

Gilbert. N. D 287

Goodell, Mrs. C. F 200

Gorham, Edward 268

Gormley, J. D 63

Gossman, John 148

Granart, L. C 493

Graves, Dr. F. E 573

Greeley, G. 450

Greeley, Dr. P. E. N 139

Griffith, Horace 128

Griggs, F. A 308

Groves, Henry 577

Grout, H. P 212

Haish Factory 470

Haish, Jacob 5

Haldeman, S. A 53

Hall, Ephraim 326

Hall, Franklin 162

Hall, H. P 510

Hall, S. A 169

Hamill. Dr. J. C 188

Hammond, Girard 593

Hart, Patrick M 288

Hatch, L. A 397

Hay, I. M 463

Hay, W. M 376

Heideklang, Rudolph 264

Helson, John 578

Helson & Walrod 531

Henderson, S. M 398

Hennis, E. C 427

Herrick, O. P 301

Hinds, C. W 278

Hippie. D. F 434

Hippie. W. G 544

Hjerstedt. V. E 319

Hohm. Daniel 475

Holcomb. Hiram 245

Holcomb. O. F 90

Holderness, J. C 574

Holmes, G. H 508

Hopkins, T. M 404

Houghtby, John 459

Hoyt, B. L 94

Hubbard, G. W 415

Huber, J. W 39

Hueber, G. D 313

Humiston, E. E 326

Hunt, D. D
182~^

Hunt. S. M 272J
Hurd. C. E 423

Hurt. H. G 262

Hutcheson. J. G 347

Jackson, A. S 418

Johnson, Anna 540

Johnson, Benjamin 200
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Johnson, C. M 300 Olcson, B. H .i84 Stark, H. J 303

Johnson. Edward 225 Overton. M. L Ui Stark, H. M 68

Johnson, John 574 Stark. J. 240

Johnson. Theodore US Parker, Clara A 281 Stark. T. M .->:i2

Jones. H. A 58 Patten, Frank C 160 Stevens. Edgar 584

Patterson, G. J 378 Stevens. F. E 291

KingsUy. J. J 390 Perkins, H. N 226 Storey, J. A. L 363

Kingslcy. Mary E
'

*68 Peterson, A. J 211 Storey, Septimus 221

Kool. Edwin P 250 Peterson, Samuel 140 Swanbcrg, C. A 113

Kimes, \V. I <02 Pierce, A. V 197 Swanson, C. A 569

Pierce, Daniel 74 Swinbank, William 165

Lanan, Joseph 1S8 Pierce, J. C 380 Syme, D. A 48

Langlois, Frank, Sr 510 Plank, D. D 100

Langlois, Walter 205 Plank, W. \V 21
^.^j^^, q^^^^^ j 2^^

Latham, J. H 387 Plapp, A. J 503
Terwilligcr, George 47«

Latimer, J. H., Sr 409 Plapp, David 389
Thompson. G. W 589

Latimer, J. H., Jr 417 Plapp, E. E 561
fhorpe, F. R 241

Latimer. J. W 261 Pobstman, F. J 72
Thorpe, W. S 494

Lattin, Carlos 324 Poguc, J. B 385 ^odd. William 207

Lewis, John H 232 Pond, C. C 371
To„,,5<.nd, W. H 488

Lewis, Mary E 238 Pond, W. L 96
^udor, Edwin 110

Lindberg, A. G 467 Post, A. F 292
^udor, J. W 161

Lipp. David 543 Postle, Dr. J. M 316
^.^^j^^ j^^„ ^^^

Lloyd, Sergius 133 Potte-, L A 191 j^^„^^ ^^ p ^ 307

Loomis, W. H 468 Potter, W. G 314
Twombly, Henry 170

Love, Wilson 169 Prentice, H. \V 171
^ylcr, S. A 504

Lowman, F. D 588
Tyrrell, D. W 537

Luney, Anna A 551 Ramer, H. E 316

Lynch. James 51 Rankin. Dr. J. S 430
Vandeburg. Isniah 4115

Lyons. B. W 109 Ray \\ H 258 y^^ p,„^„ .^^ram 12
Reid, William 556

y^„^i„„^_ Octavious .'505

McCollom, L A 178 Rem.nsn.der, George 483
^,.^„ Qy^„_ Wm^m 118

McCormick, Thomas 428 Renwick. R. R 52

MeGirr, D. E 93 Rickcr. T. R "* „ „ „
MeGirr. John 283 Riley, Dr. J. H 264

^\="'""-
"" "• " '''

McQueen, Hugh. Jr 408 Robinson, G. S 172
^ ,=>,"• /^^'"'^'' I"

MaeQueen. John 36 Rogers. J. H 84 =''""'•

^-
°

^^
Rohrer. Louis 443 \\arbcr. P. S 439

Marselus David 424 Roland. H. F 299 ^^ ="'''' ^- "'^ """

Marsh, C. W 42 Rolfc, Raymond 18
^^ ""*• J- ^^' -^'*

Marsh, W. W 330 Rote, Samuel 105 Warner, J. L 293

Marshall, John 282 Runner. R. K.. ,'52
Watson & Willits 306

Marshall, Thomas 354 Wesson, S. D 440

Marston, L. H 478 Safford, E. P 476 W<^"' ^- ^ ^^*

Martin, James 99 Sailor, L. L 262 Wcsterberg, Alfred 375

Mason, H. H 484 Salisbury. C. H 32 Westlake, B. H 388

.May, H. N 516 Schcrmerhorn, L. C 484 Whipple. W. D 323

Maynard, Dr. C. H 409 Schultz, A. G 379 White, A. G 341

Mcnk, W. H 557 Schuyler. Dr. Colfax 125 White, George 320

Mercer, J. A 509 Sedgwick, W. W 117 Whittemorc, H. C 25

Meyers. H. U 205 Self, A. P 483 Wilcox, E. H 225

Miller, H. W 125 ShaSEer, L. C 433 Wild, G. P 490

.Mi.ier, W. A 534 Sharp. Samuel 538 VVilley, Morris 558

Milligan, S. A 89 Shellabergcr. E. F 242 A'iltberger, J. S 578

Morris, E. R 495 Shellabergcr, M. M 64 Wiltbergcr, W. F 518

.Mosher, F. S 17 Shelter, E. A 206 Winders, T. J 477

Mojher, Frank SOO Shoop, J. F 527 Winne, Dr. Charles 186

Murphy, Dr. G. S 33 Shurtleff, Albert 570 Woodard, V. L 95

Murray, T. S 590 Shurtleflt. E. B 204 Woods, J. W 317

Muzzey, C. W 584 Sivwright. G. M 639 Woolsey, J. D 253

Myers, J. W 26S Slade. H. H 105 Wright. Frank E 407

Smiley. B. B 451 Wright. F. E 156

Xelson, Gus 444 Smith, C. F 687 Wright, J. E 469

Xelson, John 329 Smith, R. T 371
Xesbitt. Dr. G. W 284 Sowers, E. A 497 Zcllar, E. R 203

Xewhall, Frank 249 Sowers, G. W 576 Zellar, M. R 393

Nichols, Charles 159 Stark, A. W 489 /ieglcr, .Mbert 338

Nichols. E. P 351 Stark, F. W 165 Ziegler. August 216
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